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INTRODUCTION. 



TivESis-nvIiimea, it is believed, will be found to present the first 
cu„viTKrf"l outline of the history of Royal women prior to the 
NniTDin CVraquest. Most readers are acquainted, through the 
medium of Miss Strickland's admirable work, with the j 
memoirs of Matilda, Queen of the Conqueror, and her s 
who were united by the tie-matrimonial to our English monarehs ; 
yet who can trace even an outline of the life of Editba the Good, 
her contemporary and predecessor on the throne ? Of the stormy 
and troubled history of Queen Emma, who was wife of two kings, 
and mother also of two, and who first introduced her Norman 
countrymen into England, still less is known: nor are there to he 
found ;iuy connected details concerning the wives of tho^e l-'nxon 
kings who laid the foundation of our English law* and institutions. 
No one has boen found to go hack beyond the era of the Conquest 
to search amid dusty and worm-eaten records for details illustra- 
tive of the vast mine of history, with all its hidden stores of wealth, 
from the first to the eleventh century. Investigation has com- 
menced from a point more lucid, when Norman conquerors im- 
posed the Doomsday Book as a, lasting token of their power. 

Woman, possessing, as she ever does, an all-powerful influence 
over the events of her day, has thrown a bright light over the 
dark history of the first eleven centuries of our annals, and during 
that period we discover a succession of important historical events 
which have occurred through her instrumentality. Were not 
Roman taste and luxury first made popular in Britain through 
the influence of Cartismandua, and progressively developed under 
subsequent female sovereigns, her successors, during the Roman 
domination, not the least remarkable of whom was the Empress 
Julia, wife of Severus ? Where, in the whole history of this 
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country, is there a page to be found more glorious than that de- 
voted to the British St. Helena, the Empress-mother of Constan- 
tino the Great, the self-do voted wife, the patroness of Chnstianiiy, 
the discoverf r of the true cross, tlie builder of churches, the mother 
of the oppressed, — tlie glorious career of whose influence has, ill 
a thousand ways, directly and indirectly, descended to our own 
times with her name and history ? Deeply contrasted with these 
incidents are those forming the groundwork of the life of Hoailieea, 
in whom we behold an instance of i.'no native simplicity of a Briton 
by birth and education: her fine womanly nature, aroused by 
nnhoa.rd-of wrongs to revolt against tyranny and injustice, hurst 
forth, like a torrent which deluged the whole land with blood, into 
that train of actions which had nearly 'p.ienched forever the power 
of Rome in this island. The family details of Boadioea's history, 
of whom much has been written, have never before appeared in 
connection with her life, and without the knowledge of these it is 
impossible fairly to appreciate the exciting die tails of her sufferings 
as woman, wife, and mother — in the delineation of fair character, 
no fiction can arrive at the all-powerful force of simple truth. 

Passing over Itoweua, through whom was introduced the Saxon 
sway, we rruiv remark that it was to the most excellent ami pious 
Queen Bertha, a Frenchwoman of royal rank, that we were in- 
debted for the primeval establishment of Christianity in Saxon 
Britain. That faith had, indeed, at an earlier period been intro- 
duced and cherished by royalty, but had fallen into disuse. From 
the time, however, when Bertha set the example, queens and 
5 stood forth as the champions of the new creed : it be- 
o then fashionable to bo a Christian ; a.ml that same land which 
had alone, through the in eve i fill intervention of Si .Helena, escaped 
the persecution of Dioolesian, became distinguished for examples 
of holy votavies to the faith of Chvist. Not content with exer- 
cising every domestic and social virtue themselves, these Saxon 
females animated their husbands and lovers to a similar self- 
devotion in the cause of vcligion. Many, indeed, of these sceptred 
women dedicated their whole existence to a religious state of se- 
clusion. Then it was that kings laid aside their crowns and robes 
of state, and, assuming the monastic garb, at the exhortation of 
thoii royal partners, undertook pilgrimages to the Holy See, 
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founded schools or endowed churches, which yet remain to attest 
their munificence. Such was the spirit which pervaded the Saxon 
Heptarchy, though the picture had sometimes its dark reverse, as 
in the characters of Quendrida and Ermenburga — and later still, 
the singularly beautiful and wicked Elfrida. Eaeii of these royal 
ladies, whether good or bad actions marked her career, has her 
own appropriate niche in the annals of the past.; and possessed 
her peculiar influence over the times in which she lived — an in- 
fluence more or less descending to our remote age, though in few 
does the benefit conferred on society shine more conspicuously 
than in that gentle and amiable queen, mother of Alfred the 
Groat, by whose beneficent attention i.o the education of her sons, 
some of the brightest rays of light have been shed on our English 
literature. 

Such are a few of the leading features of a period comparatively 
unknown, and which cannot fail, it is hoped, to prove a useful 
study to those who desire an introduction to the History of Eng- 
land; for these personal records of the wives and daughters of 
our early monarchs, form naturally the connecting links between 
many public events which would otherwise remain detached and 
unintelligible. 

The history of British female Sovereigns before the period of 
the Conquest had necessarily to he drawn from chronicles which 
present many legendary records, and which grave writers have 
sometimes rejected, perhaps too unsparingly; for, us a learned 
translator * has observed, oven legends are of value in recording 
the history of past times, and in them the germ of important 
events connected with the establishment and progress of religion 
may be found. But for the Sagas we should know little of the 
early habits of northern nations; and to more than one ballad are 
we indebted for an historical fact, which might otherwise have 
heen forgotten. To the perseverance and study of recluses, who 
Spent their whole lives in producing one work, wo owe much gra- 
titude; that they were gein/ral'v guided by a spirit of truth we 
cannot doubt, as they were aware that their labours would become 
known to many a contemporary and rival in whose power it was, 

* ISeiij. Tliorpe, F. S. A.. ; Introduction I.o r.n-.ii-'f riljiTji'-i \n;;l ■}-:;: sxnns. 
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even at that day, to confute a writer, if he asserted more than 
had been handed down by tradition : at all periods there were 
eritics as well as authors, and, as almost every monastery could 



monks who filled up their leisure with similar pursuits. 

To the bards, who sang their compositions from country to 

country, was intrusted the sacred task of relating great events: 
they kept alive in their songs the valiant deeds of heroes; their 
lays were faithfully repeated by the scribes, who committed them 
to writing, and, as time wore on, chroniclers sprang up, who, by 
diligent study, were able to understand and explain much that 
had become obscure to the uninitiated. The famous Abbey of 
Glastonbury produced the earliest historian of Britain, who, in 
the middle of the sixth century, set an example, followed almost 
uomterruptodly in other monasteries through several ages, rill the 
little less than miraculous invention of pruning rendered learning 
and information easy. 

Milton, our greatest and most erudite poet, did not disdain the 
old legends of the early chroniclers, and has preserved in his 
history much that it is delightful to read of, and pleasant to be- 
lieve ; and our immortal dramatist sought, at the same sources tho 
subjects on which to frame his glorious imaginings. 

From the lays of the Welsh hards, from Gihlas, and Geoffrey 
of Monmouth, down to the latest publications which have thrown 
light on the history of the early British reigns, nothing has been 
neglected in the work now presented to the public which might 
conduct to truth, and offer a cle;!r and interesting scries of records 
of those female Sovereigns whose lives are so much less mmiliar 
to the English reader than others of a later period, who have 
found able recent biographers. 
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CARTISMANDUA. 

Fcrtv.ta^e : ,r C;;rl:H]ii!.!i'iu:i — Hoi 1 :"]i in 1 - Afarivy lonves Britain — Ills il::'if liter 
born — Cynihciine.'; odueauon — Marriairc of Cariisrn.-.iniua- -Early haliit; of 
sple rLili--.ii'- -Her arrival i:i Kritain New eoinagc of Cy mix-line- Chmlren oi' 
Curlismam.kia — Ailuiiniiis relieio, and flics to Ji.omo — Death of Cymbeline — 
Cartismandua's posscsjm.ns — Slip marries Cadaliiia— Inronsiarriages of their 
Children — Caractacus— Habits of the northern tribes— Be.rieus — British pro- 
duce — Invasion liy Olaudins- Giiii-oejmbia iVier:d':y io the lloniiins- lie- 
married to Venusiu* -Thev botrav CaraciacoK— Cart.isimmdua separates from 

Ve.tmsius, ami j -rios his sliieia-lmiLrer — 'L ilI ! ji-f.;i li.jri of the, British — Wars 

with the Scots— The Queen is taken— Her death— C orb red's wars. 

The first British Queen, whose life effort auy in '.crest, after the Koman 
Iiivn-j-:)]!, is Oil i't if mantilla. 

She is said to have been great-g rand-daughter of King Lud, the eldest 

of the seen sons of I'iili the Great, the heroes of t.lic famous bards, 
Ancurin, Taaicsin, .Lly v,-;u-t:h I Irti, and their followers, whose compositions 
may he ascribed to i.ne sixth century. 1 

Lud is a favorite with early chroniclers, and his name is preserved 
somewhat conspicuously in that, of the eapit.il of England." 

The father of Oartismamhia was nianilitbratius, or Afarwy, the son of 
Iiii.innenl.ius, Prince of the Trinobantes, or people of Middlesex aud 
Esses, whose contentions with the victorious Cassivcllaunus, or Caswallon. 
led to the devastation of the country and (lie successes of the ISouiaiis. 

' l.appcnbor^'s Hist, of I'aijdand under the Anglo-Saxon kings. 

1 Nennms, Abbot of Bangor, vi rote his Hi storm Britonum about the year 858, 
and 5|ii':i',is oi' earlier viivks in ivliieli he was iadobted. He is indignant at the 
liaioo .-if I'roynovsw, being rcplnced by tliat. of Lud's Toivn, as be insists on the 
tradition, of v'r.ii-.h. the lirit.ons novo bom tjnmd, of a. :Iosoont from j'v s, grand- 
son of .iineas ; " a. I'iil.ulou-i national tradition of Rome;" observes Dr. Lappen- 
bcrg, '■ with r.lio faded tinsel of which tin: vain Britons adorned themselves," in 
appropriating it to their own nation. 

3 <!») 
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Afarwy had made overtures to Gnsar in flaul, offering him tho moans 
of a second attempt on l.hc country, which offer was gUif.ily accepted : 
null Afarwy and Lis son Screvn, loger'ier with lliirt.y others of his rela- 
tions and adherents, placed themselves in the hands of the. Romans as 
hostage.?., and afterwards accompanied the conqueror on his return to 
Rome, when ('nssivoilaniiu* led Leon forced l.o submit to the yoke of tho 
powerful strangers, whoso absence from his country he saerikoed much to 
obtain. 

It is not known whether Afarwy had a wife with him when ho quitted 
Britain; but it is supposed that, if so, after her death he espoused a 
Roman lady, according to the policy adopted by (.lajnur, to secure the 
friendship of tho islanders. Ourlisnuuidua, there' is rea.sou to think, 1 was 
i lie fiJlsjii-iiiji of this second marriage, and it was in Rome that she mar- 
ried Iter cousin (\inbcline, one of the hostages, who. lining in doe time 
called bad; (o Britain to assume the royal sway, was accompanied by his 
bride on his return to the land of his nativity. 

Although no particulars of the childhood of tho daughter of Afarwy 
have been handed down t.o us. the early years of (.■ynibelinc, bra- husband, 
have not been suffered to rest in tho shade by historians. Tho hero of 
Britain, as ho afterwards became, and who has been made familiar to us 
by iShukspearo, was, when a Ryi'ish hostage, educated in Rome, that most 
polished of cities, and, like the youths his companions in the same eir- 
.wiios!auecs, received eveulualH an appointment suitable to his rank. 
Tarious ollieos wove indeed assigned to the Britons. 

Cicero, with true Rnman contempt, speaks of Britain in his time as a 
country from which slaves only could be procured,— all udi tip; to certain 
captives who had been sent by their conqueror* l.o (he circus, where, no 
doubt, their novel appearance would at that day exeile as much interest 
as any barbarian exhibited oo our own stage would do; or the orator 
might speak ill reference to certain Brirains appointed to cany the litter 
of the ilnipcror,— a post certainly, if ignoble, requiring iidelity (o his 
person. Oymbeline could scarcely be included in (Jicoro's contemptuous 
notice, for he not only received a noble education, but was appoinlcd I;) 
attend in person on Ibe Emperor Augustus in Ids wars ; in which service 
be been mo so distinguished for bis valour, thai ho was rewarded with tho 
honor of knighthood, which carried wit.li it certain peculiar and enviable 
distinctions. 

The Eques, or Roman knight, was pencilled (o wear rings on his fin- 
gers, which no inferior person might display, TTo was also entitled to 
wear a dress embroidered with broad guards and studs of purple, which, 
together with the horse he rode, were provided by the Senate. The Bri- 
tish coins of Cyinbeiine bear the horse-ram punt, which shows how proudly 
tho prince regarded the Imperial fayour. The Roman knight who had, 
like Cymbeiiijo, conducted himself valiantly in time of war, //' a utrrnii/cr 
L/iui auxiliary, as in his ease, was rewarded with a- chain of gold, while 
a citizen of Home could only gain a silver one by bis valour. By such 
distinctions the Roman emperors attached foreigners to their service,— a 

' Carta, ltober'.s' !'.;■:■.:;" f[i:-iory. 
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politic measure, as was proved by the firmness with which trie husband 

of Carlismauduu continued friendly to the ll.oni;"i n interest 

An especial dignity was also enjoyed by the wives of the knight- of 
Koine: to this Cartistnamlua must necessarily have boon admitted. The 
fc.iiiiwlod.ifC of the early associations of the future Queen of the j.iritons 
may serve to explain, in some degree, many of the circumstances of her 
afcr-liic. She was brought up in all die pomp and splendour of a Insu- 
rious court, with the throne of Augustus ever before her eyes, and the 
riches, glory, and honours of the Roman nation continually present to 
her view. At that time, love of dress and display was carried to a most 
inordinate height in the Imperial City, and we find Pliny reproving widi 
indignation the monstrous disorders which had crept into the world, tol- 
lowug up his remonstrances thus: "But say lliat, women maybe allowed 
to wear us much gold as they will, in bracelets, in rings on every finger- 
joint, in carea.nols about (heir necks, in earrings pendent at their ears, in 
stays, wroiiilis, and chin-bands; let them have their chains of gold as 
large as they list under their arms, or cross over theirsides, scarf-wise ; 
a-,d say that gentlewomen and mistresses may liave their collars of gold 
thiJdv hesoi. and garnished with massive pearls, pemlord at tliiiir nock, 
beneath ihoir waist; that even in their beds, when they should sleep, 
they may remember what a weight of gold they carry about them ; must 
they therefore wear gold upon their foot, as it. were to establish a third 
es:aie of women, answerable to the order of knights, between the matrons 
or dames of honour, and the wives of mean commoners?" From this 
passage it would appear that golden ornaments on the feet were permit ted 
to lionian knights, — a privilege no doubt prized by all who formed 
part of the community. Oartisuiandiia, among the rest of the holies who 
uare married to li.oman knights, must have ineurred the censure of the 
historian. It is not surprising, on reflecting to what a height of luxury 
the ladies of the period had arrived, that, in afier-times she should have 
disdaiuod the simple manners of her uncultivated British subjects; and 
she may he excused if her heart should have reverted and clung in later 
years lo those among whom she had known her earliest enjoyments. The 
levo of splendour in" dress must have become habitual to her, and it was 
but. natural that she should sigh for scenes of gaiety so congenial to 
youth. (Jartismaudua cannot justly he blamed, for this weakness so com- 
mon to her sex a.nd breeding. "nor cau it be imputed to her us a crime 
that she preserved to the last, day of her existence her faithful attachment 
to Home. This latter feeling was also strongly inculcated and recipro- 
cated by Oymbeliue, who is said to have made himself so dear to the 
Emperor that ho was saluted by the honourable title of " Friend l.o the 
Cooimonwcalth ;" and on his return to Britain, Augustus granted turn 
permission either to pay or receive remittance of this tribute imposed oy 
Cicsar on the Britons, according to his own pleasure. (Jymbelino did not 
avail himself of the generous oiler, being desirous to preserve the irieiid- 
ship of the Komans, and to secure for the British youth an opportunity 
of eoutinuinL' to make their residence at the capita!, where there were so 
many opportunities of obtaining an enlightened education, the advantage 
of which he had himself fully experienced, 
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It would bo curious to (iillow the route of Cartismamltia and her hus- 
band, in thai, curly ago of Britain's annuls, when they journeyed towards 
the land over which the death of Tenaniius. Alarwy's brm.uer, had called 
them to rule. There were then no facilities of travel, ami the di jFhi-ije I tios 
were greater than we can now well conceive. The usual passage from 
Caul, to Britain appears to have been from Boulogne, in Bolgie Caul, to 
Sandwich, or from Calais to Dover as at the present day. There has 
been a question as to what description of vessel was used for the sen-ice 
of passing the narrow seas ; but those antiquaries who coutoud for the 
co~Mk, a frail bark only used for rivers, could Lave been but little aware 
of the nature of the Channel. There wore, probably, vessels of sullioicut 
weight, and power to render the navigation comparatively easy to less ex- 
perienced tailors than our own ; and, of course, all the 'resources of art, 
as it then existed, would have been employed, that the royal pair should 
arrive on their own shores with becoming pomp. 

But it was probably at the port of Bowgate, 1 on the Thames at Lon- 
dou, that Cartismandua and her husband lauded, and from that spot 
commenced a triumphant, entry into the city in oue of those chariots, 
gorgeously painted and adorned with silver, which historians have 
described with minuteness.* 

As Cymbeliue was a Unman kiiieht, ll'.e disiitisjuisbed friend of Augus- 
tus, and a descendant of their own royal family, kith himself ami Cartis- 
iiiandua must have been welcomed by the Britons with every honour 
which it wa.s possible for i.hein to offer. 

Lud's Town, or London, had even then arisen to considerable impor- 
tance as "the resort of merchants" and residence of the chief of the 
Trimibantes, of which state it was the capital. It is said to have con- 
tained more dwellings than any other town in Britain; and simple as 
these were as far as architecture i.s concerned, I bey were important in their 
kind ; the Britons did not employ stone for the construction of their 
dwellings till taught, the art of architecture by Agrieola, 3 nor was giass 
used for arch il.ee rural purposes till some time after the Saxon invasion. 
The feeling which touched the heart of the noble Caractacus, when be 
viewed the .Roman splendour, might have cast a shade on that of Cartis- 
iiiitndu.il when she iirst beheld her own future regal abode. Curact.aeus 
is said to have exclaimed : " How is it possible that a people possessed 

1 Holinshed. 

'' Mauda, Queen of Ccmiruijfht. the contemporary of lairtismandna, is described 
os '.ciolhn; her t.vonps to battle, seated in ;m open chiL!-i..i.. with her crown of «ohi 

i.'ii her hem! : [Cisisav brought with iiim from .lli-E i-iiti a fin-slut richly adi.;- 1 ■■■. i i \ 

JSric-h pearls, wind: In; dedicate:! lu Venus. This was cue of the epulis which 
gave the Romans an idea of the riches of IlHtain, The ScoUisi) and Irish kincs 
Wore crowns of gr,[,\. j :■;(. r,,yiil car nhii.il conveyed her oeilii; ai:eoni|::Lnied by 
i'mir chariots, one before, another behind, and two on oilhsr side. a.Hcnileil hy a 
great retinue of chariots and horses; while the Queen himself is described' as 
Laving been apprehensive lest slio should cornauiimite or dclile the joildon crown 
iiinl J.i'i- royn! .robes with the dust raided hy the horses' feet, or the foam prooeed- 
mciram the mouth* of the fiery steeds. Sec U'llailoran, OTlaiiei-iy, &c, and 



doy Google 



ABTISMA tfDTj A. 29 

of such magnificence at home, could envy me a bumble cottage in 

Britain!" The rough warrior had passed his whole life amid 'those 
hum Mi-, vol, l.o him. happy idioms of barbarian-, whom Diodnrus describes 
at this time as characterised by simplicity, integrity, temperance, and a 
proncness to dissensi.m. Oaraeiiieus looked on i v on their noble qualities; 
but Cartismandua had (|nit.(ed all that an, wcalt.ii, aud luxjry could com- 
bine to mate life enviable, and like a tender exotic, bad been removed 
from that warm and genial soil, to breathe the air of a land, the customs 
of which were opposed to all her habits, and which reminded her at. each 
fresh step of what she had left behind; that she .shrunk from her allotted 
destiny, was not. therefore surprising. 

The royal residence of Dines Beli, the Palace or Court of Belinus, 1 
was a structure in Lud's Town, wdiieh extended over the Broken Wharf 
into the city, till it approached the Gate of Belinus, its royal founder-, 
brother of the Brounus who headed the Gauls and saoked Rome in the 
time of Camillus. The words Ludgate and Billingsgate ' are familiar in 
our own days; and Ilolinsbed assures us, r hat in bis" time there wore yet 
remaining the ruina of the Old Palace of Belinus, which had been 
patched up and converted into warehouses. Belinus's gate was on the 
banks of the Thames, and is said to have been once surmounted by the 
king's image, while bis ashes were preserved in a golden urn contained in 
the gateway, beneath which was a haven or quay for ships, it being one 
of the chief gates or entrances into the capital. Livy, the historian of 
the Court of Augustus/ aud eon temporary of Cymbeiine and Uartismau- 
dua, has related the history of Bretmus, brother of King Belinus, as 
Plutarch has also done in his account of Camillus. In the Palace of 
Ihiias Boh', probably, the royal pair were accordingly installed as their 
fm ere residence. 

One of the first acts of Cymbeline in Britain, was to issue an entirely 
new coinage of tribute-money, bearini.' the inidals of bis own name ; which 
was a great advance in art for the Brit.ons, who, up to that time, had 
been accustomed to use rings of brass and iron, wrought to certain degrees 
of value, for money, 1 as iiad been customary among' the early Greeks. 
Many specimens of the coins of Cymbeline, hia head crowned with a dia- 
dem of pans, may still be soon in the cabinets of antiquaries. No less 
than forty gold, silver, and copper coins of this king, of different dies and 
moulds, have boon discovered, — a proof of the extent to which coimo<e 
waa carried in hia reign. 5 Cymbeline is thought to have derived the ;irt 
itself from ids intercourse with the Romans : certain it is, that civilisa- 
tiou," during his re ; g |, j increased with rapid strides in die land under Ilk 
rule. 

The inscription Cimog on some of the coins of Cymbeline, gave rise to 
(.he (Jeinog, or Denarius, which may be considered the" only coin which ba.s a 
truly [iritish name; and the word Tascio on the reverse, signifies the 
Mint or Treasury. 

' Humphrey Llwyd's Breviary of Britain. ■ llolinahed. a Milton. 

' Knpin. » Pegge's Essay on the Coins of Cunobelimis. 

Bev. 1>. Roberts on the lim-lv History of the Cvmry, or Ancient llrlfes 
liritluii ami lliayley. 
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Cymbeline was the first British monarch who stamped his ii 
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iliiritu' his roi-u. Hix of these coins have the obverse only, with the in- 
scription Cvno; and two more, one of which was only found in March, 
1S41) ' among a number of gold coins, at the Whaddon Chase, have upon 
them' a horse and wreath ; that which was last discovered, was in weight 
ISO grains; on the reverse was a horse-rampant, an evident allusion !o 
ihedn-iiKeuioved bv Cvmboliiie as a llonian Kqucs ; and on the obverse 
was a thistle "/car of wheat, doubtless an intimation that corn was sup- 
plied to the Romans with the tribute-money. 

\i the greater number of the coins of Cymbeline have been ring up 
uear CoMiester, and bear, besides the monarch's initials of Cxjno, tite 
letters Camy upon them, it is thought that, that eity was the royal seat 
of power, as indued is expressly stated by Dion Cassms.. Maiden m Ks- 
ses, and Malton m Yorkshire, have laid claim to being, in former times, 
tho'roval irsidenee of British monarchs, 2 each having borne the name of 
('■.io: l , 'odunum — a mark that Cymbeline at some period resided there; 
and that the town so mimed was capital of some district belonging to him : 
thus not ou'y were there several Camalodunums, but several cities b.-iir- 
in</'(he name of Venta ; Norwich was the Venta or Winchester of the 
Iceni, and Winchester, now known by the name, was Venta of the 

No remains of antiquity can perhaps better convey to the rnmd tho 
choice of situation selected bv our early ancestors for the abode 01 ir.on- 
-uyIo- ih-.si that spot amidst the Chiltern I [ills, in .Lloehmghaaoshire, 
where still appears a liiidi circular mou 

ci-uty i,'utjs. known to tin; present day as "Kimble's Castle; while a 
du.e "adjacent viil^e bears the same lung's name, in defiance ot the v. roe* 
of time and lapse of centuries. The romantic situation of this strong p:-. 
would no doubt render it a favourite residence of the Womanized mcie.rrlL 
('yinheime and his consort. From the summit of Behusbury J lid, wie.ch 
constituted a. part of the territory adjacent to this ancient British iomess, 
we may imagine the eyes of Queen Cart.ismaudua roving at p.cusioe ■ :'-■:■,■ 
an almost boundless n'rospeet of surpassing beauty- In which ol the r;:ya. 
Britisl, ; t l,„,les Cartis.tnaudua lived is, however, uncertain; or where her 
chodrcii, nanulv. live sous nod one daughter, were brought up. 

Adminius, the eldest son, in after Units, having offended Ins iataer, 
wa- exiled the country; on which he placed himself under Due protection 
of Cainoila, then Kmperor of Rome, who, at his suggestion, underlooh 
that (icUtious invasion of Britain, which terminated in the gathering a 

■ Bucks Herald, March 17, 1849. ■ Allen's History of York. 

' Dr Henry assures us that CymVieJine IieVl his court at Maiden, which was 
mcnilWucc lnoiiio'i only r,o !.oi,-,iu 

coins have I 

,:. i: :'a!ly iraa,, :,,!':,; the baiiiflscf tho town; both are of the bme of the Em- 
peror Claudius. 

'"The ancient mime r.f the village (,f KonUe, ^lee-.evcv It eeein- in our re- 
cords, is written Kv..ebel or Cuiiobel, and in the Domesday Book is Chene- 
hd:a.' : — Luxms. 
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fow SJioll^' mi the coast of Caul, with which he triumphantly returned to 
Rome. After this, no more is hoard of Adminius , but the Roman wri- 
ters extol his merits, with those of his brother Togoduranns, who be- 
friended their in t fires! ; while they preserve a profound nilonca as to Ar- 

virajrus 2 raid Guidcrius. their brothers, who beta in e afterwards bitter 
enemies of iiome, and fur whose actions our own native historians are the 
authorities. 

This circumstance must have embittered, in no small degree, the do- 
mestic happiness of Cartismandua and her family ; for the son, who thus 
disappointed their hopes, was the first-born, and heir to the name and 
royal honours of the house of Cymbelinc. That good kin™ himself, 
nevertheless, preserved his faith unbroken with Rome during a long 
i'i;i»ri, v.'hieh passed usefully to his subjects, and peacefully to b"th him- 
self and them. Indeed, peace and plenty seem to have marked the era 
of Cymbeiiue; yet prosperity did not corrupt loin, as is too commonly 
the case ; and it may be presumed that the married life of (.'artismandria 
and her lord, glided smoothly and serenely on with the fair current of 
time. After a long and glorious reign, Oynibeliuo died, mueh regretted 
by his people; his death being, as they rightly judged, a national loss. 

Cartismandua was no longer ycuog at the time of becoming a widow; 
for her husband had reigned as many as fifty years, according to some 
authorities, 5 

It was customary in Britain, on the death of a monarch, for his widow 
or daughter to succeed to the government, if there were no sons; but in 
this case, there being several princes to inherit the dominions of Oymbc- 
line, they were divided into three portions, of which one was given to 
'i'ogodu mines, another to Oaractacus, while the third portiou fell to the 
widow, their mother. It is, however, uncertain whether either of these 
states was considered tributary to the other as a, minor principality. Laws 
of Aoliuinius, the eldest of Carl.ismaudua's children, have also' been found; 
but this would rather lead us to suppose he bad possessed some share of 
power during his father's life, and tributary to him, prior to the event 
of bis banishment, which might have led to the set of rebellion that 
occasioned his father's displeasure. 

The territory inhabited by the Iceni 1 was the district which fell to the 
share of Cartismandua; and this is the first, time that a people afterwards 
so celebrated are named in our histories, Cymbeliue being expressly said 
to have been "King of the Iceni," and the Iceni themselves ore men- 
tioned as having studiously laboured to preserve their amity with the 
Romans. 

Norfolk and Suffolk, afterwards distinguished by the name of East 
Anglia during the Bason Heptarchy, may be considered as the property 
by right of inheritance of Cartismandua, ;md where she probably retired 
on her widowhood. 

1 Dr. Henry. ' Lewis'a History of Great Britain. 

'Riipiu and Heavy say Cviuljcant: reigned thhtv-tive tears: lie died, ua:., ■■din- 
10 Jknwit, a.o. 42. 

' Suffolk, Kcri'ol'k, Cambridge, and Iluutingduu. 
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The leeni were no;, less lively io In.: fcitlifi' allies of I.Iijtm.', now that 
Cartismandua reigned over them ; .and it may bo remarked that female 
govern m cut. was exceedingly popular at sill times in Britain. 1 Tho faot 
of the near vicinity of this Briiish divine! to that part of the country 
known under tho name of Brignntia led to ver v important results, and 
opened (nit. a train of events which involved in limitation all the subse- 
quent period of Cartismandua'.s life. The latent ainbition of tho character 
of Carrismandua appeared, unrepressed, after her widowhood; for such 
must have been the motive which actuated hot' in her union, shortly alior 
Cymooliuc's death, with tho Chief of the Brigautes, Tho mother, by 
Oyinbtlino, of a numerous family, Cartismandua could not have wanted 
scope for (he exercise of her affections, and at her mature age, no other 
reason can be as-h:ue,l than that she desired still to extend her power. 
The noble character of Cadalhui. Prince of the Brigantos, it must bo 
confessed, might well have won her affection, and may have swayed her 
choice. Whatever the motive on either side might be, this alliance was 
entered into, aral from that time ('anismand'ia becomes known to future 
history as Queen of the Brigantes. 

The celebrated district, tailed Brigantia or Galloway, consisted of tho 
]an;o portion of country which extended from the month of the l.Iumber 
to the wall afterwards built, by Adrian across the whole breadth of the 
island, ar.d was inhabited by a chosen body of the Scottish nation, ap- 
pointed to guard t.iii> frontier province from the incursions of the southern 
Britons, then considered their mortal enemies. This brave, hardy, and 
adventurous people were distinguished above every other British tribe 
for their love of liberty, and fought to maintain it as late as the oighlhjth 
year of the Christian era, long after ali their fellow-countrymen had sub- 
mitted to the Roman empire. 

Brigantia contained many places of great strength and importance, 
amongst which were A ktborongh or Iseur, in Yorkshire, Eboraoum or 
York, afterwards the seat, of Roman power in Britain, Cariol.anium, and 
Epiake. 2 

Cacl Lilian, chief of the Brigant.es, the new husband of the widowed 
Queen of Oymbeline, was guardian o,f the young King of the Scots; lie 
had been formerly married to Kuropeia, a sister of Metal Ian us, afterwards 
king, by whom he had several children, the eldest of whom was the 
famous hero, Cacactacus, and the youngest, Boauieea, afterward- so celebrated 
for lie- heroism and misfortunes/ It is rather remarkable that two princes 
should have been conspicuous at the same time in our annals, each bear- 
ing the name of Caractaeus, one the sou, the other the step-sou, of Car- 
t.i-mandua; a circumstance which has created no small confusion among 
historians: that they are quite different persons, may be plainly esta- 
blished on examining the particulars of their times with attention. 

The precise date of the marriage of Cartismandua to Cadallan is not 
given, but it was shor'ly followed by ether alliances among their fiuiilies 
iiot less important; tho Brigantiuo princess Coadioea oeing given in mar- 

' Taoitus. ■ D'Anville. Hutchinson's Durham. 

] Seott, Anderson, and Nesbitt. 
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riage to Arvirnejits. son of C:i vt i.-ni amlusi, while his sislcv became the wife 
of t'a.rac'acus, sen of bluropeia, who. perhaps lo distinguish him from his 
cntemporary and uann.sake. the Iv.ng of flic Britons, was desrguaiod 
V ricld'ras, or the Strong-armed. These ties no doubt were interior,.] -still 
further to strengthen tile states of Britain, nod on the part of the Brigan- 
tinos, to fortify themselves against lioine in ease of necessity; but 
unfortunately events did not occur in the course which had been 
anticipated. 

One of the first inipnrtant firings, was t.lie death nf Metallanus, King 
of Seats, who leaving no ehildron, the throne devolved upoo Oaraotacus, 
liis nephew ; for the laws relative to succession turning the 1'iots were dif- 
ferent from those of the Celtic and Teiiteuie nations, the sans inhcrii.hig 
by right of their mother : ' thus Caraetucus obtained the crown as the son 
of !!:: r i t- 1 1 p ! : i ; i ; by his elevation the daughter of Oarlismandua became the 
Queen of the Scots, — a brilliant event in the life of her aspiring mother. 
Brit it must be named thai. Cadalhm did not himself live to witness his 
son's accession to power ; he died at an early period after his union with 
Cartisinainltia, leaving his ennsort with entire control river the kingilnm 
ol' Brigautia, now hers in her own right.- which, joined lo that, of the 
leeni. iive her as much influence throughout the island as could possibly 
be enjoyed by either her children or stcp-ehiidren, 3 Well might, the heart 
of the Roman Queen of the Britons be lifted up, in beholding her noble 
and fortunate offspring blessed with peace, prosperity arid power, and her- 
self the friend and ally of a nation so mighty as that of Rome ; 
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Some account should here be given of a people so singular as the new 
subjects cf Oartisniandua,— the firiyan'es, who are said to have been the 
sao'ro tribe as the Meatm, who eventually settled north of the Wall of 
Adrian. 4 

The Caledonians and Moatte, in war and peace, closely resembled each 
other. Their arms of warfare consisted of a short spear, a bn mils word, :; 
dirk, and javelin, with a small target for self-defence. They hail neither 
towns nor villages, hearses nor towers; living only in huts, they, like trie 
Britons of the south, had for their subsistence, chieily mill;, lire ilesh of 
er.il.tlo, and the game killed by their own hands. They were swift and 
so re- footed; could paliently endure toil, and every hardship. They had 
horses which were small in size aod fleet, and were accustomed to use 
chariots in warfare, in which they rushed to the thickest of the brittle. 
It is related that in long marches they used a preparation, a quantify id' 
which, no bigger than a bean, sufficed to prevent all sense of hunger and 
thirst. They were in the habit, like the Britons, of painting and tattoo- 
ing their bodies, whence they are thought to have obtained the name of 
Pids. In war they cast aside the wolf-skius, which they were accus- 

1 Palgrave. ■ Dr Ileury. ' Carte, &o. 

' Riflpath's Border History. 
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tomed to wear over their left shoulder, girt with leathern thongs,' and 
appeared (in tliii field (if battle almost naked, like 1,1k; .Roman gladiators, 
weaving round their neck, Millars or torcini's, formed of twisted iron wire, 
wdiieu they regarded as great, ornaments, und priced as highly as the 
other liritish tribes did theirs of silver and gold; 2 their greatest pride 
was to exhibit their skins punctured as they were, and pointed with the 
figures of rlivers animals, flowers, ami the heavenly bodies. 

There is every reason to believe that the pictures represented on the 
body of each individual were an index to his history, and like the hiero- 
glyphics of the ancient "Egyptians, handed down records from generation 
to ^oncraiion, 3 Such an art. rude as. it. was, displays no small ingeordty ; 
this opinion is eorroborated by the fact, that those figures were after- 
wards transferred to i lie shield or banner of tin; person to whom they be- 
longed. The " markB of the Britons," as they were called, 4 may be re- 
garded as a. persona! species of heraldry, often recognisable ia their 
names, as in that of "Pen-dragon," the appellation of the family of 
King Arthur of renowned memory, — 'the head of a dragon being his 
device. 

It is remarkable that nearly all the ancient Hritish names were expres- 
sive of colour;' and Camden, wdio makes this observation, adds thai 
"the most common names of the .Unions at present, (liyjn, Dti, Goch, 
l.lwyd, were derived (rum uddre, black, red and russet ; so that it seems 
not at all extraordinary that the whole nation should have taken then 
name from (he several tints used in the general practice of palming them- 
selves r and the inhabitants also, both ancient and modern, lake theii 
name from colours." The plants called madder were not. only in constant 
reipiisiliou for home use, but, next to tin and wool, constituted a great 
article of commerce with the continent; it was thought, by 1'litiy to have 
been the same as the plantain of Gaul. Not only married women, but 
yeur.-: maidens, are said to have anointed and dyed their bodies with the 
juice of this plant; some indeed stained themselves all over with its 
deepest dye, lill they became, in colour, like Ethiopians,— a. fashion much 
esteemed. In litis irtiisc they altended solemn fasts and festivals, with- 
out any other atfiiv, 6 though ibis seems to have been only the practice 
for certain offices of religion. 

Such was the people amongst whom Oaiaisnia.ndua, refined by birth, 

1 lluudiioson's Durham. 

■Smith and Meyrick. Hoivcl's lied. .Hist. Anj;l. ; and Herodian. 

1 0* Flaherty says the figures were printed with iuk, by iron marks. 

' 15 y Torlu'jian, " Britaini'irum stigmata." 

: The follow inn; Hit is jiiien or, the MOtlnivity (if Camden: — 

Cogidumnus iind ArjjeiitiiiMMis contain rm:h or goch, red. 

Mundiibrtituis, Girtisniatuhia, 'IV.^odmnmis, r.nd llonduca contain dH, blaek. 

Vonusius and Imiinitnienliiis en eta in ijmyn ov ii«i, white. 

Cnniglns contains glos, blue. 

('■inji.'uiiix and Amnions con'ain «;<,■■■.'. or gold colour. 

Some of the above names were derived from the I'.omans, ue the word wtrith, 
Erecn, from mridu, by which the Identity of the jintims Ai'vicaaus and 1'rasiua- 
gus is proved, neii'ili nrnl jim.ihuix both signifying green. 

B Pliny, Speed. 
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ednca'.ion, and association, found herself in command. A change at this 
time seems to have taken place in her character, and brings it out in a 
stronger and less pleasing light than it. has hitherto appeared. 

From the period of the banishment r.f ..A i.linhiius. Home had become a 
rendezvous for all disaffected Britons, llerieus, ;i rebel, who had fled 
thither, having been received and protected by 1.1 it Emperor Claudias, 
who refused to deliver him up on application from Togodnmrrus, King 
of the Britain?, that- prince was so offended, 1 that when the next applica- 
tion was made by the Romans for the tribulc-nioney, they met with an 
indignant refusal, and were, moreover, so fiercely attacked by the pas- 
sionate Ouidorius that they scarcely escaped with their lives: in their 
haste, they lied to the shelter of those fortresses they had prudent'. y esta- 
blished to guard against a sudden surprise. 3 

The Bri'.ous followed up tin? attack by prohibiting all commerce with 
Home. 1 The news of this decree anroyed the I'.eman.s greatly, as much 
of the British produce had become necessary to them; particularly the 
metals,' which they prized highly, i'liny says tliat the best; mirrors were 
anciently imale with a mixture of copper and tin ; aLid that in his time 
those of silver were so common, that they "were used even by the 
servant-maids." These metallic mirrors were very much in request 
amongst ancient nations. The Kgypliau won.cn, whenever they went 
to their temples, carried one in their left hand. 

Pliny observes that such was the luxury of the Romans, that, it was 
simply reckoned a piece of elegance to consume, in the ornaments of 
coaches and the trappings of horses, metals which their ancestors could 
not use even iu drinking vessels, without hoiii« astonished at their own pro- 
digality. Nero and his wife siiod their favorite horses with gold and silver. 

We lenrn also from Pliny, that the lead mines of Britain were very 
productive during the first century, especially that at Oomeristwith, in 
Wales; so much so, that the Britons had limited the amount of the 
yearly ojuantity to be wrought and transported over the sea. Pliny 
relates a marvellous story of one of the miners and a favourite crow, 
which was so tame, thai it daily flew and followed him wherever he 
went. " This man, being one day at work in a valley where the first 
mine was known to be, laid bis purse and girdle beside him, and set to 
work earnestly, according to his usual custom. The crow kept flitting 
about him, till it molested him so much that, he got angry and menaced 
the bird. The crow, on this, seized the girdle and purse in it,-:, beak aod 
flew away. The man, in despair, at the thought, of losing his money, 
threw aside his tools, and set off in pursuit. By this he saved hi., life, 
for he was scarcely out of the mine when it fell iu and killed all his fellow- 
workmen." 

British wicker-work, 5 also, was a commodity highly prized at Rome, 

1 Milton. Itapin, Speed. n Holinshed. "Ibid. 

' Lead, in iha form of ccn/sr, wae in gvoni recu.c-t asan; the Roman ladies as 
a cosmetic. I'laulirs iutroiiucos a wn.iiing woman refusing (n gh'o her niistro-'a 
either c-niie or rou^r. localise, in the true spirit of a iinUeving Abigail. " stis 
thijujitil her :|ii;tc a;irn!-oo:r emmg-h v.IIIilhiI Hiciii." — Ha, Wulivn 

> Holinshed. 
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and much inconvenience was experienced by the Romans from the loss; 
of all this product), when Togodumous thus checked the commerce be- 
tween tbd two countries. Not the least was the deficiency in payment 
of til!?- tribute-money, so regularly trail smittod by Cymheiine during ijjo 
whole of his long reign; for thoogb the Romans 'held Britain in con- 
tempt, her money was acceptable. 1 

Claudius despatched an army to reduce Britain to obedience. Aulua 
1'lau :■;'.!.-„ a man of consular dignity and great, wisdom and valour, was, 
with Cueius Hon tins, appointed to the command; he was accompanied by 
Vespasian, afterwards llmperor, ami various otiier noted persons, among 
whom was the young Titus, who in this war greatly distinguished him" 
self, and on one occasion was so fortunate as to save his father's life.' 
I'wov leg'nns, with auxiliaries and enmity, in all constituting a force of 
rii.UHin, embarked f'i' Britain, when an amusing incident occurred, — the 
soldiers beseeching Plnuiios, v.i 1 h grc;Lt oarnosl uess, " not to lead them 
against a people inhabiting a region beyond the limits of the world :" 
so barbarous were t.bo Britons considered by these civilized Roman sol- 
diers, tiiat !'o.:ut : ns bad tbc utmost difficulty in gelling tl.em on board 

On their arrival, the Romans were guided by Berious to the parts of 

Rr.tain inhabited by his friends; but so bravely wore they opposed by 
the natives, that although in the contest. Caraotacus 3 and Tegodni nun's 
were slain, Plautius was compelled to write off to Claudius to come to 
Ins assistance. 1 The aged Emperor, immediately on his arrival, advanced 
into the country of the Trinobautes, and tool; possession of Camalo- 
dunum. 5 After this he laid siege to too city of Winchester, when; Arvi- 
vagus. who, by his brother Guideiins's death in this contest, had became 
King, bad stationed himself. The Remans first besieged Venta; but 
afterwards, it was proposed to Arviragus that lie should divorce his 
Queen, Boadieea, and espouse Cwenissa, Hie daughter of Claudius, at tlie 
same time acknowledging the Roman supremacy. These terms being 
acceded to, peace was agreed on between (lies Roman I'lmporor and bis 
barbarian son-in-law. 

During the stay of Claudius in Britain, be is said to have endeavoured 
to reduce the iirigantes also under the Roman yoke. It is worthy of 

1 Hegesippus says, of Britain, " When we iveuM deprive men not only of the 

privileges of Kerne, but, in a maimer, of tlie conversation of mankind, no semi 
thein thither, and buni,;h tlietn out of the world." 
1 Suetonius, Milton, Dr. Henry, 

:l I'll is Carat; laeuj, or Ciiradot;, was sou of Cyuibeline and Cartismandua. The 
victory of I'lnutins, the limii.in j.ei:.-: ii, khs honoured with an ovation, aiol when 
lie went to Rome, trie Emperor in peiMin cum,: forth to metil hie:, -ivi n^ bim tin; 
vigli t hand all the way. 

s Claudius, aware of tlie terror ctci'f-i nrirmg tl-.o liritov.s by the appearance. 

or" an tlor.imut, well fenced with iron, haviier on its buck a tower tut] of men, 
socti :;s Closci! lno.1 brought over with his army, caused sonic to be '..rough t to 
liivitL:r- en 1'ro: ureses;, expedition. On the former occasion the sight of Mm I mon- 
sti'o'.is wi;L;:t. k Oatiiiy, moving into the Tiiames, had ellVctmiliy ivijj.tcncd the 
Britons from the opposite chores. —Ltxii, Sapin. 
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Dotiec that Senecii, who is paid to have lent 
Cartismandua, writes thus of Claudius; and 
)>its:ingi:, oor.sit't'rn it a dear proof (hat their 
but voluntary; — 

" 'Twas lie wlio?o ull-crimmniiilinjT yoke 

Tlu- furthest lintou? glaitly took ; 

Him the Brigantes in blue arms adored, 

When the Trust ocean feared his power 

llesiriiin™ ivlcIl lu.w-.-i unkiioivii Sjtl'urc. 

And trembling Neptune served a Roman 



to the husband of 
fho gives t" 



suprtlia.ui i'ljr pardon and protect; 
to acquiesce in, however galling s 

Not long ;:f(crwards Vespasian 
we do not hoar any more of Arvi: 
and friend of the Romans, whos 
Uar::M:i:i.od-.ia and himself. 

Aulus Plautius beiug left at th 

at a time when a dangerous iiliio? 

1 Mag. Brit, 
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sary duties (if tlie war, the Unmans won.' in danger of losing as much as 
they lied gained, when Ostorins Scapula, a nian of noble descent, and 
groat experience both in peace and war, was appointed Pro-PiTOtor in (.lie 
place of Aulus Plautius. He had no sooner arrived than that general 
expired at Camelon, where he was residing at the time :' he had survived 
the doparl.urc of Vespasian only two years, during which time the war- 
fare had been carried on in Kyle and Galloway against the bravo 
Caraetacus. 

After the arrival of Ostorms, the Britons made a. fierce irruption ir.'.o 
the territories in alliance with Rome, but were repulsed with great 
slaughter. Among Hie friends of the Hon 1:1.31 Empire, the Tccni till thea 
might he in mi he rod, who had " by their own request" kept up an aim- 
eabb i'oniing: these wore the subjects of (.■ymbohnc and Cartismnndna, 
and had consequently been uninjured by the war. When Ostorius, to 
prolcel. himse'f from his disaffected neighbours, attempted to build a 
chain of forts between the Nen and the Severn, the Iccni themselves flew 
to srms. They were, however, defeated, and Marens Ostoriua, son of 
llie Reman general, for saving the life of a. fcllow-oitiwn in the engage- 
ment, was presenled with the civic crown. Those of the 73 rigarj tines who 
had re fa.'! led were also obliged to make terms of peace, ami the Siinres 
alone maintained the contest under the brave Caractacus, son-in-law of 
Queen Cartismandua. 1 

About this time the Queen of the .Hrig'iufes had married Y'enusius. a. 
British chieftain, one of the most skilful generals of his time. This 
prince, called by some writers Pi'inee of tho Jugautos, possessed many 
nolec qualities ; l;nt whatever motives led to this marriage of Queen 
CiU'tismaiidua, ii. is generally allowed to have proved most unfortunate to 
the parries themselves, to their country, and to their allies, the Romans. 
Both British and l.'muan authors concur in the praise of V'enu.sius, whose 
coins ha.ve been preserved, and may be seen represented in some of their 
histories. New accessions to the dignity and possessions of the already 
powerful Cartismanduii must have accrued from this match, and at first 
no symptoms appeared of the evils about to ensue. Yet a period of 
calamity for Britain, and bloodshed for Koine, was preparing. While 
all seemed to submit to the Roman supremacy, one high and haudity 
soul had scorned l.i) tamper with (lie freedom of his country. Oaraclaous 
had already struggled boldly tor his siskir's sake; he now reappeared in 
arms against Home, and battle followed battle during the space of nine 

' PI ,1.11 tins Wiis inter™ i in the church nt' IVlainlloK and Victoria, which Vespa- 
sian Isiui built mi the ltanks of the river, near the city ; tlie body of the Uoaian 
pro-pvn'tov leu] linen previously iiariit, a in.! tlie asiics inclosed m an urn utter 1 1:0 
ll'.ni:: . :'.:; lrna. ' I" ': 1 1 ■ I'iM.s Mini Scoi ~ alto." wards adopted tiiis mode of burial. 
[Jbcinshed." "Tlie liritish rn'irn was n heap of stones thrown ever th<! urns in 
wliicli they lieiiaslre I The ashes nf the dem(. Those neve placed in a .-Imie chest 
iviiliiu, iei.aued Ly (he Welsh ;;.ml Irish by a word ikmitini: a b?d. and by (lie 
Ibid si, nurd sianiiyici.' ,•/. .7; ■■ ■■.■/ 1: ■■-■:■: There ki-.ii-. no inscriptions, hut n few trip- 
lets eimuuittfi to memory liiiiided rlnwn, l.iy era; Lmdrliim, the names ion! liei-ils 
of (tie deported." ["Smith and Merries..] lSania, an Irish queen, was interved 
In the hill called, from the circumstance, Kneclibane. [O'FlEiherty.] 

1 Tacitus. 
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years, Britain becoming the scene of a succession of contents which 
Imlcl nnlv in the defeat" of thai heroic and vainly persevering ob-tain. 
In the hisc fatal encounter which took place a.t Caor Cayadcr>. m Shrop- 
shire A T) 51, the Britons were complexly defeated, the wife and 
clau-iiter of Caractaens were taken prisoners, one of his brothers was 
fore* ! to sorrendev at discretion, 5 and tlit; unfortunato pnnce huusolf, who 
was so severely wounded that he with tin:: greatest difficulty oscaped Iv ill 
(In-. held of battle, was compelled to seek an asylum with his mothcr-m- 

hw Ourrn CarnsniiiiKlii't. who was at the lime rosul lil- ar. l>oi-i;,\ :■', 

one of the rova! oilies of l.ho Brontes : the heroin chief, jurlyiviir by Ills 
„,vn heart, irasted that his mo'.her-in-hnv, though an ally of ll.ome, would 
respeot his misfortunes, and protect his person in this hour of extreme 

6 A dark cloud now overshadows the character of Cartismandua, who, 

in-lead of extending the pn etion which Caractacus had hope.:! tr. iir.d 

at once abandoned every feeling of affection and oompas-uon, and imridlo! 
only of her own interest, delivered up her unfortunate son-in-law to the 
Roman general. . , 

If anylldn- could he advanced in extenuation of such an act, it might 
he the fact that the daughter of Cartismandua was in the power ot the 
Romans, with several other members of the family ol ( avaelacus; per- 
haps fear lor her daughter's fate, should she neglect to deliver up the 
en. mv of Rome, mi-lit have had some influence on her conduct, '..gc'lior 
with alarm for her own safetv and that of her kingdom. Bofire she 
decided to betray the unfortunate Caraetaeus, Cartismandua, it appears, 
consulted her husband, and her doing so seems to show that she still 
hesitated. Self-interest, however, prevailed; ami ..he rehectcd that, to 
pioteet itud shelter (.Vactacus would be to violate her own both with the 
Bomans: and she reasoned, that to give him up, wou:d, pouaps, co the 
ultimate 'moans of savin- Ins life, as well as that of her daughter, while 
bo'ii, a.ri relatives of hers, mi-ht he respeeted by the conqueror. Amid 
these eouQicim- ar-uments, V'enusius, anxious to conciliate Ins wife and 
• ... ,v, .!,■ kin-nom. is said to have assented to yield up the unfortunate 
prince 1 Without loss of time, therefore, a secret messen-er convoyed 
to Ostorius Scapula the tidings of the important prisoner awaitmg hia 

Some authors Lave endeavoured to increase the odium which this act 
h,s fixed on the memory of the Queen, by attributing it to the envy she 
felt towards the 1'ict.s, whom she desired to behold m the same state ot 
thrahhim as her own countrymen, the Britons. Others have ascribed the 
act lo the vaidtv of her ambition to shine as a powerful ally of ko i.e. an. L 
a hope of aggrandisement, to which sho_si.crifi..-ed ail the b etter feelings 



' Tacitus, Warrington, Ibiliiislicl, Speed, Lewis, &c. 
o famed for being the 
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by the Rev. Mr. Sneyd levies. [Pennant, Llvxyd.J 
1 Speed, Holineheu, Warrington, Dr. Henry. * Sol 
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° f u h , er Tt"™ ' be th ' S M !t may > certain !t is that the Komans over- 

wheuned her with favours in consc.paouce. Oartismnndua is accused of 
having thmwu (.laraefaons, chained, into prison : but :! is to be Li^rn-d that 
those writers are correct who state, th:.! the first fetters which bound the 
I-R..n and wrung the soul of the heroic victim were those with which lie 
was bound by the Romans, a strong party of whom were instaut.lv dis- 
patched, who, coming secretly and suddenly o.i (laractacus, seized the 
wounded hero, and conveyed him to (he presence () f Ostorius. "Unoon- 
(picrod even then, the chief addressed these word,, to the Roman f-eiierai: 
" [ have been beaten, arid lost my liberty, rather I 

sico-mother's deceit than the strength of thy arms; it is my dutv 10 sub- 
mit, to the conqueror; but remember thine is, to follow the laws of 
clemency." Ostorius asking him in what manner he should use him, 
"In the same," answered Caractaous, "as thou wouldst wirdi to be used. 
if thou wert my prisoner." ' 

The joy of the Romans at this unexpected piece of good fortune was 
unbounded; the unfortunate King was sent, with Ids whole family, to 
Kome, to grace their triumph ; and ornaments of honour were decreed to 
Ostorius, who still remained iu Britain. 3 

Let us consider nest the consequences of giving up Caract.aeus-, to Car- 
tismandua herself. 

In the first place, the infamous deed drew upon the Queen and her 
husband the hatred of the whole British people; 3 but they were obliged 
to suppress their feelings, for V'onusius and Oartisuiamiua were under the 
all-powerful protection of the Bonom Empire; their indignation did not, 
however, less fiercely burn to avenge the injuries of Caraetacus. Loaded 
with benefits, the treacherous sovereign* for a time had cause for apparent 
rejoicing in the success of their perfidy, if wealth and power were llie 
aim of the step they bad taken. Oartismatidua beheld herseif raised to 
a. pinnacle of greatness unknown in Britain before her times; her pride 
is thought to have risen with her fortunes, and she became dazzled bv the 
sunshine of such great prosperity. Luxury seemed now her sole aim, 
and its necessity eoiTiiptrou followed.' 

The just jealousy of Venusius had been awakened by the levity Car- 
tismandua displayed hi her conduct, towards oue of her own or her hus- 
band's train, a shield-bearer, called Vcllocatus. 1 Oartismandua is sa.id 
to have taken advantage of her husband'., displeasure to execute an inten- 
tion which she bad long fostered, to abandon him altogether; an open 
separation was at once effected, and the Queen, careless of opinion, set 
no bounds to her will, and iu defiance of all decency, espoused the armour- 
bearer in public, cither according to Kouiati or British custom, after which 
she caused her new spouse to bo proclaimed king. 6 The reasons that 

1 Pineda's History of the Brigantes. " Dr. Henry. 

1 Camden say.-, Hint die yielding Carac incus m It, (.lie Bonmiis, obtained wenUh 
from them fertile Ijceen, ;:.- ilcnah she heil ?t.-/,'i hh:i r.ru !„ },;,■ .-j. .:■„„■,,.■; tied (Ida 
wealth procured luxury, which led tc all I lie evils which i'dlowed. 

1 Unlton. ■ Lnppenburg. 

1 Henry, Malcolm, Lewis, Holiusiied, Tacitus. Milton, Stowo, 
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induced Cartismandua thus to degrade her dignity arc raknnivii, nor is it 
eonjeor.ured how Venusius, whoso noble qualities, except in otic instance, 
were generally admitted, could so suddenly have become hateful to her; 
t!ic Queen's btiair seems to have been changed, and the elevation of for- 
tune to which she had of late attained by unworthy means, altogether 
destroyed her former principle. 

The last act of (Jart.isuiandua, the elevating Yellrcatus to the supreme 
dignity, proved tin; ruin of herself ami family ; it exasperated the peoplo 
to such a degree, that, the whole kingdom was in commotion, Venusius 
was by all parties esteemed [lie lawful husband of CaH.ismamiua, and so 
general was the abhorrence felt at the conduct of the Queen, that, they 
scorned to he ruled by her, and resolved to support her injured husband's 
right, to the throne. 1 The neighbouring states supposed this determi- 
nation, being, as well as the J'riganies, jealous of the ambition and au- 
thority of Carti am an dm." 

The flower of the British youth, having assembled under the conduct 
of V cousins, attached the Queen in the heart of her own territories, of 
which the chief city had declared for Venusius.* This unexpected defec- 
tion in her own subjects was fatal to the Queen's cause. After many 
sharp encounters she was reduced to such extremities, as to be on the 
point of falling into the hands of the brave warriors whom she had so 
much injured. To escape was impossible; no alternative remained, but 
to apply for help to the Romans, and to them Cartismandua knew her 
appeal would not be in vain; in fact, the experience of her Roman allies 
had already caused tbem to foresee the danger into which the Queen had 
now fallen. At Oarllsmandua's request, some bands of horse and foot 
soldiers were sent to her aid. Several encounters took plaee between the 
Human forces and those of the Queen's enemies; but the former at last 
prevailed, and were enabled to deliver the Queen from her perilous situ- 
ation: her person was saved, but she was forced to yield up the posses- 
sion of her kingdom to Venusius. 

The war which domestic dissensions had begun, now involved the 
foreign foe : up to this time Venusius, who had lived in amity with his 
Queen, had respected and been respected by ibe Romans, her friends and 
allies;. 1 now that they openly protected her against his interest, his 
resentment was unbounded, and he, from this period, vowed vengeance 
on Rome; and though he had only taken up arms to avenge bis own 
wrongs, be henceforth resolved to engage in a war of hatred against the 
powerful Roman Empire. 5 The struggle, henceforward, was not for 
liberty, but for vengeance ; and Yenmsius gave his skilful enemies unex- 
pected trouble.' During the three y< ars which ensued, we have no more 
mention of Oartismatidua. who probably bad soughl shelter and protec- 
tion at Camalodunum, with her great allies. Her security was, however, 
shortly endangered ; for (he camp which Ostorius bad established amidst 
the Silnres (the general still persevering in bis design of ereeting the 
chain of forts between the Nen and ibe Severn) was attached by the liri- 
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torn in a body, who surrounded the officer commanding the 1< 
cohorts, and, but for sudden succour from the neighbouring garrisons, 
would have cut to pieces the whole corps. As it was, the prefect of the 

camp, with eight centurions and the bravest of the soldiers, were killed 
on the spot, 1 These and other reverses exasperated and harassed Osto- 
rius, while the Drilon's fiercest wrath was aroused by bearing that he 
bad declared be would extirpate the very name of the HiTm-cs, A 
foraging-party of Romans, and the detachment sent to their support, wore 
soon a ('tor put to the rout, and two whole auxiliary cohorts, sent in 'quest 
of plunder, became prisoners of war to the fierce Unions. Overcome by 
the continued an.\iely of this varying war, Ostorius sunk with fatigue, 
A. r>. 55, when Aulas Didius w;is appointed to the command of the Ro- 
man forces in the island. * 

During the interval which preceded the arrival of Didius, Manlius Va- 
lens, and the legion he commanded, had hazarded a battle, in which thov 
were defeated by the Silures. 3 The lirst step laken by the new ".eucrai 
wns to invade I lie territories of Corbrt d, Kins of Scots, who had succeeded 
to the crown on the imprisonment of his brother Caractacus. ami till this 
time bad preserved amity with Home. Tins step was taken at the express 
request of Queen Cartismandua. 

The territory of i he Picts, on the borders of Scotland, bad been assigned 
to Caractacus for bis life, and when that chieftain died, the liomans'laid 
claim to it as reverting to them. This was represented to (he Scottish 
King, who. at the head of an army, bad advanced to the scene of warfare, 
by a herald from Aulus Didius, who ordered the ina.bilimts of Calloway 
to depart from that district, and make way for the Romans. The herald 
of haughty Rome would have been put to death, but was spared out of 
regard to the laws of arms. Scarcely was the message received, when 
Corbred learnt that Omsins Nasiea had entered Calloway with a Roman 
legion, to the great terror of the inhabitants. :l who, in the engagement 
whioh ensued, were defeated by their skilful enemies. 

Corbred, who had distributed bis men in several castles and fortresses 
for better security, advanced to Epiake, to obtain advice and assistance 
from Yenusius. lie took possession of that city, and left the Ihlganres 
to defend it against their mutual foes. 

At this juncture, Queen Carlisimmdua contrived, by some s'ratagein, 
to Seize the persons of Veliusius, his brother, and several of bis family, 
whom she threw into prison at Epiakc; by which one would infer (hat' a 
party in her favour had still existed among her own people. ■ It is said 
that the Queen was induced to hazard this daring step, to prevent her 
husband and his family assisting the Scotch King, as had been stipulated 
by the late alliance made with Corbred. It would seem that Venusius 

1 Tacitus. 

2 "Didius was a tame, inactive officer, whose a;reat aao ln-evcntcu Lis i>er."on>i- 
ina; iiuyrMiiff iviaarknUc in the war: indeed, lie oovor riAcd hi? own person in 
nay tingi: eni::* item eat, but aek'd by the ncnauio of his officers, eontcni u> ke.;p 
the enemy in subjection, without -r.cl.oi- '.a add fmihei' honours to [he-e he ia.d 
l>efore ace uiii (dated. : ' — Tacitlts. 

3 1'acitus. « Scott, Ilolinslied, He. 
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himself must have afterwards escaped, as he appears, soon after, opposing 
Oarii.ouandua in a sharp engagement, in which {In.: Queen, siided by her 

It,. ni ullliis, came otl victorious. On this last, event, the brave warrior 

certain'.)' io i' '"'■'■' ,r,ti l' 11111 ^ (:,t ' '"' rcicnilcss wits'. Ilif tciHsuis relate, (.hat 
whim Corbred heard l.he tidings of what had bofidlcn Veuusius and his 
family, he hastily rctrosiicd towards Epiake. 1 funding, however, upon 
his return there, that ihe cause of Oavtismsvudua was nearly desperate, 
and that sire had resolved to put her prisoners to death, 5 his arrival be- 
came the signal of triumph over the fated Queen, who was now in his 
power; a.ndlier enemies were released. The punishment inllicted by the 
HcoiiisIl Ivng on Cartismandun, which immediately followed, marks how 
deeply he hail felt injured by the wrongs of bis broiler Uaraot.aous, who, 
likr 1 ijv i ji-.I:', was her stop-soli, b;i;h being children of (.Isidallaii, her ionucr 
husband. 

It appears that Oartismandua was ininiuied alive; her advanced age 
unconsidered and unpified. This horrible though deserved death is an 
indication of the .spirit of the times, in which such savage vengeance was 
considered virtue. From her birth to her grave, Cart.isniandua's life had 
been one of vicissitude and irritation. The exile of her father, and loss 
of his dominions, her marriage and return to Britain, which siie looked 
upon as in itself an exile; the fatal disobedience of her sou Adminius, 
the disaffection of Guidon us and A.rdragus from the ltuinan interest, in 
which her own was bound up, and the union of her daughter with the 
declared enemy of Borne ; ;dl these events must have filled the heart of 
the Queen with constant agilnlious, while the necessary struggles to main- 
tain her power kept her in ceaseless action ami alarm; till at. length, Ike 
unprecedented step she was led into by her ungovci'iied will, cancelled all 
her former triumphs, and covered her with disgrace and ruim 

After his signal act of vengeance, Corbred advanced against Uiesius 
Nasica, whose forces he routed; and from that time forward, an unre 
miring and successful war was carried on against the i? nnans, the liri- 
gatjtcs remaining unsubdued during the whole reign of Vespasian. 

1 Soott, Gutlirie, Holinshed. * Camden. 
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BOADICEA "THE WARLIKE.' 



I'he IV:ti,h IVmucs—CadallN.n—MEt.alia.rius—Boad [oca's ckims on llvili*h =vm- 
[liitiiy-HriUsli m.iLliei-d — The Castle of Maidens— fldntiision ■ -Murrl.me V.n[ 
wrongs of Boadicei.— Canoiacus routes imusulf— Arviiagns throws off the Ro- 
man yoke — Dcfe,it of (.lie J'.ritons — lioiriiin triitm j>li — "Will of Prasutagus— 
Manner in which il wub respected — Seneca as usurer — Outrages of the Ro- 
mans — Rage and grief nf (.lie liriton- -Boadiooa's resolve— ("orlirert moved to 
help her— Insolent, answer o:' the Romans- Taking of Mima- ISoudieca's rnnff- 
mficent speech and prayer to Adraste— Tim hare— Preparations for fhe fight— 
Camalodunum— Omens— Fata of the city— ?u;;<;i:s~e-;-Cnieliies — St Albans 
taken— The Wheel of Fortune turns— Inaction— itclcaL of the Britons— Death 
of the Queen. 

Tin; disastrous fortunes of Boadiceu have furnished a theme for many 
an historian and poet: and a more drama tin subject could scarcely be 
discovered tlu-uu -ln.u; t- the wlmle nf unr British annals : as it wife, si tpiecn, 
a patriot, and si mother, tioadicea was for her heroism in misfortunes 
niKXjiirulud. Spenser, commenting upon the surname of " Victorious/' 
bestowed upon this ill-fated Queen by the Britons, gays she was one 

" Who, v. Irles good-fortune favoured her mi^ht, 
Triumphed oft njrainst her enemies; 

And yet, though overe e in haple^se fight, 

fcliie triumphed o'er death in enncniis dosiiiaht " 

Faerie Queene. 
Little indeed in accordance with the actual liis'.ory of Boadicea was that 
tnnmplnsiil litle : her misfortunes might, rather, like l'riain's, have tiven 
her a right to the sad distinction he claimed — 

" The first of men in sovereign misery." 
Who has not felt sympathy for 

" The British warrlor-nuccn, 

Bleeding from the Roman rods;" 
and with tears of commiseration followed her, when she 
" Songht. with an iinl'jrnmit mien. 
Counsel of her country's gods !" 
The word " Boadicea " is variously written — Bouduea, or Voadicea. or 
Wnda, rim. letters b and v being used indiscriminately, as in i-lpnish, i.:.y 
British writers; according to one commentator, "the woman of tbo 
sword" is the real meaning of the term : others say that the really Bri- 
tish name was Arogwodd tiuddig, or (1 tiie Victorious'," " Buddiu; " 'being 
"Boo Tika" upon the cuius of the Queen. 
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The mother of 1'nadicea, ]^i.n-opiM;i, was ;i daughter (if King EvenuslL, 
and a descendant of Agiisia, princess of J-lritain. 1 Through her, llondioea 
might, as King Henry VTT. long afterwards did, have laid claim to the 
honours of a royal Trojan ancestry; on the side of her I'allier also, who 
boasted himself the descendant of Heota, she derived hie' origin from the 
Kgyptian monarchs. 2 If this exalted birth could center happiness, how 
brilliant and glad might have been the destiny of Boadieea ! 

The family of Doadieoa lir.d early became distinguished by ils f;:Icli , y 
to the throne. Cadalhis, her gnindl'atber, had signalized himself by his 
protection of the infant children of Duistus and Agasia, during the period 
tiiey were excluded from the succession on account of their minority; 
when one of these young princes became king, us Evcuus IT., Cadnllus 
filled tin; oilice of Regent. 

The gratitude of Evenus caused him to reward this tried and faithful 
friend by the gift, of the territory of hiriga.mia, together with other estates; 
and when, after the death of Uadnlhis, dissensions amse among his sons 
as to the division of their patrimonial inheritance, the King himself 
undertook to adjust their difference. To the eldest son, Cadaikn, after- 
wards the father of "Boadicoa, he awarded the greater part of (he family 
estates in Ilrigantia, with supreme authority over the rest; eoi:sfi kiting, 
in fact, a sort of petty sovereignty. Angus was apportioned to the 
second son, and the remainder of Ihigantia to the third : after which, the 
Scottish King, in person, proceeded to Epiake, where, in the most con- 
spicuous part of the city he caused a statue, in honor of his departed 
friend, to be erected. 8 

Cadallan, who was married to Europcia, niece of King Ederus, the 
next prince who sat on the throne, fixed his residence at. Carictonium, in 
the county of Oarriek. and there several of his children were born. As 
the sons of I'ictlsh princesses inherited tbe crown by right of their 
mother, it was thought that Cadallan aspired to the supplanting of the 
young monarch to whom he had been appointed guardian, b;i(. he gave 
a rery convincing proof of the uprightness of bis intentions in that 
respect. 

The King, for his vices, had been thrown into prison by the people ; 
and one of the persons about the court., under the Impression that he 
might gain favour with Cadallan, secretly entered the dungeon mid assas- 
sinated him. Tbe Regent, filled with horror and indignation, put tbe 
murderer to death for the crime, and instead of availing himself of this 
event for an act of treason, instantly proclaimed Mclallanus, his wife's 
brother, king. This prince possessed a character totally different from 
bis predecessor, and swayed the sceptre for the space of thirty years in 
undisturbed peace and harmony. 

During the reign of M eta'. Ian us, Cadallan, who had lost his wife Eu- 
ropeia, entered into a, second alliance; the lady whom he selected was 

; Tacitus, Speed, Guthrie, Amievsnti, and NcsbiU. 

1 See ltev. P. Roberts en tin; llarly History of the ('jmri, or Ancient Britons 

1 Pineda, Boetius, Poljiiore Virgil, Holinahed. 



ee-y GoOgle 



4b BOADICEA. 

Cartismandua,' widow of Cymbeliue, the deceased King of the Britons, 
whose eventful life has just been related in this work. 

At the period of her second marriage, Cartismandua, as lias been 
shown, had a numerous family by her first husband. The family of 
Cadalhm consisted of three sons and a daughter; of these Caraeiacus 
was the eldest, the daughter was Boadicea. 

This princess has ihe highest claims on British sympathy, from the 
fact of hoi' having boon born, nursed, and bred among her conn My men. 
She had no loaning to the Ronifm invaders of the soil ; Britain alone had 
her heart; and (lie freedom of her country, for ivhieh women, as well as 
men, in her time lived n.nd died, was her ambition. 

Her mother's country was the souihr.ru portion of Scotland, now known 
e Lowlands; consequently the habits and manners of those people 
rned her education and character, and the sentiments i" ' 
throughout, her after-life, were caught from those associations. 

Among the ancient women of Britain it was a thing to cause suspi- 
cion of a wife's fidelity, if hot' child were reared by any other than the 
mother. The British matron did net consider it fostered with due care, 
unless nursed at her own bosom ; for she would have dreaded a. degene- 
ration from the parents, as well as danger to the infant" s life.* On the 
birth of a son, it was usual for the mother to place the first food on the 
point of her husband's sword, and to insert it in the child's month ; at 
the same time she offered a. devout prayer to the gods of her country, 
that the babe might at some fuiure period end Ids life amidst, i.he swords 
and javelins of Ids enemies on the field of battle. 3 We are not, actually 
told that a female child was desired to share the same fate; but as in 
thnse days women ever attended upon the warlike expeditions of their 
hn.-ha.iids, there is little doubt but that the spirit with which Ih.adieea 
the Warlike was reared, tended l.o the same purpose. 

In the Isle of iSkye, a famous fortress existed in those times-, in which 
the use of arms was taught by a woman ; it was called Dun Sg 
but the scene of the education of the princesses of the Pietisb' . 
was the celebrated Castle of Maydens, situated in the -vicinity of ^_. . 
rood House, Edinburgh, Camden, after describing that monastery, 
proceeds to state that over the e iilu ' \ ttliui t pari 11 1 vith 

deer, banj.s, and conies, bangs a mountain with kvo tops, called Arthur's 
Chair, from Arthur the Bnton. On the west side, there mounts up a 
rock to a mighty height, sieep and inaccessible on all sides but that 
which looks towards the city, upon which stands a castle, so strongly for- 
tilied with a great number of towers, that it is looked upon as impreg- 
nable. This the Britons called 'Castle My nod Agned,' and the I^cols, 
'The Maiden's Castle,' and. ' The Yirgin's'Oast.le,'"because the maiden 
princesses of the blood-royal of the Piets were kept here." 1 

1 Tlie flute nf this mim-ia-ire on t liu very easily lietennh™! : it nccavm! be- 
tween ;h« ye.:v:a 2 anil 29. Cvmbclim: .H.-.l ,t. j>. L\ ami .Men;!lamis iis 1»!\ svlio is 
expressly stated *■> Jia.ve survived C:aialhm: but the dab: of Ciuialliui'f. sccand 
marriage and that of hi; liontli :\.i-. ; undiscovered. 

1 Holinshed. > Solmus. 

' The Castle of Maidens, lifter wards called d/.ienburgh, from Aldan, one of the 



e;v GoOglc 



BOADICEA. 47 

"Here were the daughters and grand-daughters of Pietish monarchs 
kept in Strait, custody, and U] ip'iliu in! to lei.ru In sewe. and work;;, till 
they tamo to years of marriage." 1 The study of warlike achievements 
was, therefore, uot the only occupation of the female sex. 

There is much interest in inquiring into die kind of implements made 
use of in this primitive oumlitiou of society. The ancient British needle 
was made of bono, and resembled that used for tliu heads of arrows. 
The Welsh word " iNcdwydd " literally implies, slmrp-poiut.ed wood; the 
British word " (iwuell ''' signifies a iieodie, bodkin, skewer, or brooch, ami 
singularly enough i> a denomination made use of for several boms; thus 
" llwaci! y goes" is the spindle-bone of the leg, and "Clwaell yr 
Y.swydd," the shoulder-blade bone, whioh perhaps was split for needles or 
bodkins. 2 

With the rude implements described, the skins of animals which bad 
been killed in f,heeh.ase J were suvu together, cither with leathern thongs 
or vegetable fibres. 

Another favorite employment of the early l!ri:.ish maiden, was that of 
weaving baskets, and the structure of these baskets was so much admired 
by the llomans, that they not only introduced them into Italy, but even 
rnioptod the British name for the liusroici/, terming them (,n>>:-, .■■■■, /<<:'• 
The daughters of modern .England and Scotland, who are Si) familiarly 
acquainted with the many domestic uses of tlie basket, must not forget 
that they owe its invention to the native island maidens who preceded 
them, nineteen centuries ago. Amongst these, no doubt was the royal 
Jxudiceu, who was instructed in all such feminine accomplishments as 
existed in her time. Nor arc we left wholly in ignorance of the asso- 
ciates of her infancy, for several Pictish princesses of that date are 
n.iticed by our historians. These were Crifanga and iN'airia, who were 
both daughters of Pictish monarchs. The iirst lady married iu A. D. 15, 
Lugad iiibdearg, King of Ireland, who had by bis second queen, .Devor- 

Ns.lf.-di kiri-i-s, was built, by tlui yms lirii.ish kirn" who fiiunaei'i the <::;y of YTi-.'i-s, 
wiicncc we discover liiui to have ijccn of the Pictisk race. Hi) was naoiiid 
Kliranke; and file town of York, where his remains repose;:!, was formerly dc- 
noiti'iieued Ciusv I'hrankc, or .Ktjuraeiiin. From Maiden t.'astle in ^anneaio, in 
tin: K'orth liii.iinir c.f York.ddve. ran ;!:■-' t:M military way. called the Maiden "ay, 
licciiLiM! it jiflifiiii at Mi.nlcn fustic. and which passed through ton ancient town 
of vdih.-h the vast, rains yei. remain! in; tieliiw Kirkby There, in eV'estniiu.dnnd, 
[nordi-wost of Appleby, ujion the liver Kden."; are caked ijy the iniuolc there 
tf.v/y C<:xi!c. This old town is ata.nii. 3(')i) yards in length, and 150 in breadth, 

and has three eiitriinees on each side, with bulwarks licieri; them; lleuia -na 

and coins arc frcipenily dug viyi there. ■ — llh.tti. Brit. 

About a mile from Ihrnstiili'.e. in Bedfordshire, is the encampment called 
Maiden fawer, 2. odd feet in cii-ci.miferciiee, environed by a duch and a rani part. 
Mfuv Lei-hiiiii lv.o-/;od is a similar one; and an the road f; am Itealnrd to la, ion 
Bocon a t.bird may be discerned, fiec Caenlcn. 

1 Holinshed. 

5 Smith and Mcyridi: Costumes of Ancient 1 batons. This work refers to the 
Avebawilu^ia for same p'.cuoes 'if these bone ucudlcs. 

' Smith. ' Hope's Essays, &0, 
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gilbv, a son, ruimcd Crimlhnn. 1 This Orimlhan siibsr-rjnont]y married 
Nairia, daughter of Lanob, another Pictish king, and assumed from Lis 
wife the surname of Niadhuar. 2 It was usual for Pictish princes to 
assume the name of their wife or mother, from t-lio Custom which existed, 
among them uf c out (■villi; the horedilury rights of ihoir iuon:;rebs through 
the female line. On tin- death of the king, a new member of the royal 
family '.vas selected as his successor, who always laid claim In the throne 
" by (he spindle side," and was presented to the people as his nwlh.'i ! s 
heir. s It. seems probable tliat some connexion existed between one or 
both these prinfes-es with lieadicea, as at a subsequent period, ('rini:]ja)!, 
step-son of the former, and husba.nd to the latter, made himself con- 
spicuous fur an expedition into 7 >v:t;:i n to aid "iir, friends and relatives toe 
Pitts and r'eots, against their formidable enemies, the PlOtiuuis. lie is 
said to have returned to Ireland laden with the spoils of the "Reman 
legions, amongst, which were "a suit of arm our, embossed with gold and 
gems, a military eloak with golden fringe, a. sword with figures of ser- 
pents upon it iti chased gold, and a brace (if grey] nunds joined together 
by a silver chain, of which the price was estimated, according to the 
primitive custom of barter, at, the value of three hundred cows."* 

floadieoa hod very early lost tier mother, and was destined to be de- 
prived of her other surviving parent; a particularly dying eiicnm>t.aii(:e 
for her, as it placed her more completely under the influence of her 
haughty step-motlicr t.'artismandua. This position must have had a 
powerful influence on her after-life. Another important event which 
happened A.D. 29, was the death of her uncle, King Mctalhmus, who 
leaving no children, the race of Fergus became extinct., and the crown 
was adjudged to Cnraetaeus, son of ijrtropeiu, the King's sislcr. s 

On the elevation of Camctacus to the throne, the ambitious Cartis- 
mandua sent to negotiate with that. King and his sister, the alliances 
which united in one firm and double tie the royal family of North and 
South Britain; it was probably about the some time that the princess 
He-adieu a became united in marriage 1.0 Arviragus, the third son of Car- 
tismandna. Through her children, the Queen of the Brigautes might 
thus control both extremes of the country, and lie;: own individual power 
was by no means limited as loader of (he mighly people which formed a 
barrier between the two. 

The Iccni were the people over whom Arviragus ruled; they are 
named by Tacitus as being very rich and prosperous, and had been 
unshaken by (lie war with '.he Romans. 

The country of the iceni was divided between the iHagni and Ooritani, 
who possessed ail the country from the Htnnr in Kssex to the bunks of 
the Humbcr and the Don. Oaistor, near Norwich, was the capital town 

1 The death of Devor^illa, mother of Crinitlnoi, vhu was a princess of Den- 
mark, iind Ln^.-nl's sec. -mi wife, so atlocto-.l tlcit. prince tl.at lie put a period to 
his own uxistence. O'Plalierty, O'llalloriui. Warner, Keating. 

1 O'Flaherty. i Polgrave's Saxiui Ciiniiiiiiriwealtti, 

' Moore's History of Ireland. 

6 Duncan's History of ckolland. (^aruoliu-iii Ijeoame king ,\. i>. 28. ITolinshed, 
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df the Toeni Magni, who dwelt between this Slour and the Neil, Oti 
the other hand L'eieos-cr, tidied Ungre, was the capital of the iceui Oori- 
talli, who dwelt between the Xen and l.]ic Humber and Don. 1 

Amongst these people were two Itoman st;i1ions, C'ainhorita or Cam- 
bridge, amongst the iMiipui ; and another at Linota. or Lincoln, among.si] 
the Coritani^aud so late as A. D. 4S, the people preserved Ihoir friend- 
ship with Rome. Probably this was owing to the rule of Cymbeliiie, 
and doubtless bis widow and ehiklreu bail endeavoured to maintain Ibe 
good understanding which existed. The Trinobantos and ('assii being 
their southern neighbours, and the Hrinant.es those to the north, assisted 
in preserving this state of peaee, those nations being allies of Koine, 
The Carbanii adjoined them on the west. 1 

Arviragus and Bnadicca, It appear, resided at Norwich, which city 
was termed by the Romans " Venta lecnorum," the " Winchester" or 
royal city of the Tceni. A Roman easile, about three miles distant, was 
supposed to have been built by Csesar. 3 

For sonic years after the marriage of lioadieea, we gain no further in- 
foriinHion respecting her than that she became the mother of tivo daugk- 
tersand anon, who were educated in Britain; and with them was brought, 
up a son of one of the brothers of lioadieea, who was surnamed l.lalgacus 
or GaUlus, from the eireu instance of his living among strangers, and who 
afterwards became a. distinguished personage. 

The circumstances attending the arrival of the Emperor Claudius in 
Britain have been already related, ami ilu; scpniMfion of Arvira.gns and 
Boadicea. The object of the Pvcnums was r-o disunite the British princes, 
the hotter to establish their power. They wished to divide Arviragus 
from the Scottish interest, and with this view the daughter of Claudius. 
bad been proposed for his wife. Aulus Plautius is said to have iirst 
su^L's'.cd the measure. 1 Arviragus consulted with his Britons, and 
their consent, gained, peace was made between the liritish king and lie- 
man emperor. Deputies were sent, to Home for the princess, and (bo 
uni'ortuua.te Boadicea, on pretence of some "private ground for displea- 
sure,"' was formally uivorced from her husband, and with her children, 
placed in confinement, where, to add to her grief, one of them died. 
This unjust proceeding was deeply resented by the liritous, to whom 
lioadieea was dear; tiie story of her wrongs roused every heart in the 
kingdom. It was not the least felt by the heroic king of Scotland, who 
hiislcued to rescue his beloved sister from her ignominious and unmerited 
thraldom. 

Boadicea was, probably, confined in the capital of her own dominions, 
via., Norwich; otherwise, the scheme which was adopted by (-araetaeus 
might not have been so successful. The Britons, placing themselves 
under arms, are said to have forcibly carried off r.ho Queen and her chil- 
dren from their prison, and conveyed them into Wales to the protection of 
Car;..etaeus, to whom a great portion of that, country belonged, for lie is 
puriiculuriy denominated King of the Silures by some historians. This 
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people inlin'-.it.e-d Wales ami thn Ma.rehea, and at this lime Shrewsbury 
was one of their chief towns. That this was thn heart of the territories 
of Oaractacus in South Britain, appears from its neighborhood afterwards 
being the plate of his final defeat. 1 Here, then, Boadieea was received 
by one who was her faithful friend in adversity, and the meeting of such 
a brother and sister under oireumst.unees like theirs may easily he con- 
ceived. The indignation of Caracraens, once aroused against the Romans, 
va.s destined to be felt by them without cessation for a long scries of 
years: 3 at present their measures were .-utered into and determined upon 
in relation to the future only, for they waited the result of iinpeudiag 
events. 

The next summer brought to Britain the Roman princess, wbo was 
formally united io Arviragus; and as if no measure should be in- si fitted 
to gratify the Romans, and insult tin:: discarded Queen, it was determined 
in counsel t,h:;t (be children of Arvira.gns, by his first marriage, should he 
oxiesdod from the succession, and that the regal power should devolve 
on the offspring of the present marriage. 

After the unsuccessful battle fought, by Hie friends of Boadieea, when 
the Roman chiefs and Arviragus retired to London, Caraotaous retreated 
first to York, and afterwards to Ca.rrick. Thither an embassy from Pkn- 
liu- followed bun. demanding the reason of bis opposil.ion to the Bomail 
authority. Caractacus's answer wis, that he had" just cause for his con- 
duet, in the injuries that bis sister Boadieea, and her son Guideriua, had 
sustained, and were likely to sustain, throuirb (.heir counsel and means; 
and so little was he disposed to make any amends far what, was done that 
he thought, it mere reasonable that the Romans should quit the island of 
Britain, unless (hoy bad made up their minds to have not only the Bri- 
tons, but the 1'ieis and Scots, for their perpetual enemies, if only for the 
defence of their ancient liberty and freedom. The Human ambassadors 
having returned with this answer, Planthis was highly indignant, and 
ibrea'eued revenge en the author of snob high and . 
against the majesty of the Roman empire.* 

Things being arranged to the satisfaction of (he Roman Bmperor, 
Obiuiiios returned to Home, leaving Arviragus in possession of the sove- 
reignly — if such it could be called under the present circumstances, his 
Queen being a Roman, and her allies, Aulus Rlautius and his forces, 
having a sort of military rule under him, in which he was compelled to 
acquiesce. Arviragus, however, for a time preserved Ids faith. He 
even united with the Roman general in chastise the Britons for the ab- 
dinitiou of Boadieea, against whom a battle was fought; but the Queen's 
adherents being overthrown, the affection for her was such (hat the very 
nest day the people of Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Derby shi re Hew to arms, 
and the Roman force, with the two leaders, Arviragus and T'lauiius, was 
compelled to retreat to London, lest an escape to the continent should be 
necessary; and in the emergency, Plautius sent to Rome for two more 
legions to support his authority. 1 

' Holinahed. » Tacitua. 3 Hulinahcd. 

' Caractscus, King of Scots, was elcctod chieftain in this war, undertaken in 
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These events were followed by a general meeting of the friends of 
Ur-iiJitt-a. at Hhrewsbury, in which t.'a.ractacus was invested villi >.iie sole 
command of the forces to I m raised among the llritous, Heoi.s, iiui! 1'icts. 
In the following spring the hosts of these thrisch nations were collected iu. 
Yerk-ddre, to make another struggle in favor of the Scoliish princess. 
Alter n sanguinary contest, Arviragus and l.'hiutius again retreated on 
Landon, a:id Oaractnous and his friends to York, and thenee to Kpialie. 
The Roman general sent soon afterwards an etui /assy to Caraotaeus, which 
received tlie haughty answer suggested by the freedom of spirit in which 
Caractacus had been brought up. 

After this, Arviragus suddenly assumed in Ids own person the sole 
command, disdaining the intervention of the Romans. Vespasian, after- 
wards Kmperor, was sent over by Chmdius to comr.ei him to submit ; that 
general laid siege lo Kxoler, where Arviragus, having come- up v.i'h his 
forces, nave him bafllo, though na decided victory was gained on eitber 
side : the next day the King was reconciled to Ve spa si an by l.iie inter- 
ference of tjuccn Cweni-sa; but afterwards de-er'iug Lis wii'o, Arviragus 
lied to Shrewsbury, where a reconciliation took place between him arid 
his mucb-injured Queen, Boadicea. The fate of Gwenissa belongs to ber 
biography. 

Arviragus once more on the Brilish side, the afVuirs of Boadicea wore 
a mere favourable aspect. The ehiei's of Britain united their faces again 
in Yorkshire, but before an engagement could take place, Vespasian fell 
upon the army of confederates, and it was almos! out to pieces lit spile of 
its brave defence. Arviragas himself was prevented only by his attend- 
ants from falling oil his own sword ; they carried him by main force from 
the field of battle. The 1'ietish King, who had joined in this struggle, 
beiioldiue !h(j destruction of his people, desired net to survive them; he 
threw away his arms and regal, oriiamen's. and sitting down on a stone, as 
one i.llsH'aeted, was slain by some of the Romans who followed up the 
pursuit. Oarucl.acus esoaped into his own country.' 

Vespasian nest besieged Camelon, and forced It, lo surrender from 
famine : to that town bad been carried the regal ornaments of the Pietisk 
King, of which the Roman (lonerul secured possession. 5 They consisted 
of a erown, with other jewels; and we are told, that with these was a 
sword, which had a baft of gold and purple scabbard, very finely wrought 
aad csrved, which Vespasian ever after wore with much prido in his 

Camelon was now peopled wilh Romans by Vespasian, and endowed 
with the liberties ami privileges of a Roman city. A temple lo Claudius 
was built oil ike banks of (ho Canon, in which two slalues were set up 

liis sister's defence, [Ilolinslieil, I by flit- sruiiural desirii of the people, ami pro- 
m'.M'il to join 1.1 in sohsl forces ai "^a:ovsbary in the spriiiir. Con-isi, liiii!> of tlio 
l'ier.s, silso added liis iVicudiy ussisLiuee at this juncture. [Ibid.] 

1 See Life of Qwaniasa. 5 Holinshed. 

s Holinshed. When Arviragus ihrew off tlie IP.. man yoke, it is likely he forti- 
fied tlio.se (ibices which ivere most convenient fur their invasion, vh., "iichbo- 
3-e.odi, WV.iikt, lienor, end Huntings. ■■Ckr-ji-.k-ls* <•/ DvitT Mun'tauyi/, printed in 
L eland's Collectanea. 
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by order of the general, one of which represented Claudius, and the other 

Hie goddess Victoria. Vespasiuu subsequently marched into Galloway, 
am! look possession of Carriek, where ho roeci ved thy oaths of allegiance 
of the people who, (.in t .h™, had held out in f.iic cause of the Qm.;m and 
liberty. It was probably to this town that King Arviragus came to meet 
the victorious Tinman, to whom he had, with consent of his adherents, 
ofjercd to .submit upon honourable terms. Vespasian, on this oceasiou' 
desirous of humbling Ibe pride of Aryiragus, refuse;! to make any termsj 
unless lie would come in his own person, any! in private attire, a condition 
probably more gaihng to him than any ether which could have been im- 
posed. RaMsumce was, however, useless, He divested himself of his 
royal eosrumo and eipnpage, and. coming to Vespasian ia tho humble 
manner he had dictated, was not only pardoned, but restored to bis iii.iner 
station. Hostages were, however, required fV.r bis [idold-v, and a fine im- 
posed, not only osi every chief who had rebelled, but on every city which 
had joined in tailing up arms against Rome. The British Uwa were 
abrogated, Romau ones were substituted, and a R.oman jud-e wis 
appointed over every province, for [.he preservation of peace a'i,d ibecao 
discipline. 

Arviragus is no more mentioned in history, except as an ally of the 
Romans, with whom, during the rest of his' long life, he maintained 
terms, end even assumed rl; L . greatest respect for lb;: Roman Senate The 
tame of bis valour eflared r.A beside in the Raman mind, now that he 
was subservient to the will of the strongest ; aud the poet Juvend who 
in some complimentary verses addressed to the Kmperor, nnmMnns him 
thus: 

" Some captive, kinji;, thee, Lis new lord, shall own; 
Or, from his Jlritish o'eciiot he:sdLj>i£ thrown, 
Tho proud Arviragus comes tumbl'iiii; down." 

It was considered a subject of glory and triumph, even for the lioman 

Lnnpcror n, aspne to conquer or make captive this heroic cd.icfmi,,' 
.Vrvivngos ts said to have been more iiercc in war than any oi'lhe n-iie-s 
h;s contemporaries: vet, in peace, no one could be more mild or more 
jocose. Tie is said to have enaeted new laws, and confirmed ;ho-o of irs 
ancestors, ami to have distinguished himself for the princely n.umli.-nic '■ 
with which he rewarded persons of merit. His sellishuo.-- and e'ae ii v' r" 
bo:di Ids wives is lost in the turbulence then called bravery. 

The nest point which historians five us of Jioadicea's history unites 

her Dame with tliat of 1'rasut; K ] tl 1 ; !,.,>.'..: ... 

appears to be the same as Arviragus, King of the icoai. and vvb'ii'i, Vvr : 
bo seems to have borne after the death of'liis motiier, Queoo Geni-io'i'- 
dua. J One ei"cum-t:inee might account for the new name el' the K"ii ■■■■ 
of the Britons : his s 

;nr;l adopted one purely British; Iasitwasusu.il • ■ :■ ■ ■ 

Britons, when they embraced th f th f ( h in 1 w ] 

' In compliment to Vesnasian, for Lis valour dischtved in Jlririiri en hi ■ i~ 

t'ii'ii lo 1[,:ikc Jit w:r, in. ■! hvlfce i; r ii. i. n, i ni:i, ..,:.. 

■iiisi i.lc riidit hand as they walkea,— a l, , ( , _, *' K 
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adopt new names from the Greek, Latin, or Hebrew, it is not unlikely 

that the: king adopted it when, with Cwenissn, lie received the Christian 
faith. As the British word Gwcrydd (far Arviragus) contains the basis' 
of r/n'di'*, ip-'Xii, convoyed in the word I'rasutagus, mi J the custom oi 
Jbitain was in specify some particular colour in the name of tin: iti'li'.- ihu:l'.. 
this alone seems to set the question of identity, which has Loon raised, 
beyond further doubt. 1 

Arviragus, or Frasutagus, as we may now call him, anticipating the 
rapacity of the ilomans, lefi., by his will, the "Emperor Nero co-heir with 
lis two daughters, making no mention whatever of Queen lioadicea; for 
the husband of Gweni.-sa, who, at her death, hail left a son as her heir, 
could only heps' by sueh a division as that made iu the will to secure his 
family from injury. 

No sooner, however, was he deceased, than the officers of Nero seized 
on his entire effects, in their master's name, his kingdom was spoiled by 
the Uoman centurions, his house ransacked by slaves, his kinsmen treated 
as captives of war, and the wealthiest of his subjects amongst the lecni 
despoiled of their estates, under the pretext furnished by the will; this 
hist injustice was done at the instigation of the colony settled at Cama- 
lodunnin or Colchester, with whom the soldiers co-operated, hoping here- 
after to he able to lake the same license themselves; thus., many wdio ban. 
settled e sen in that city, were expelled from it on the same pretence. 
The temple erected to Claudius, appeared to those Britons who remained 
in Camaioiiunum. a badge of their eternal slavery, for the priests em- 
ployed in it under pretence of religious services due there, wasted or 
emhc/xled every man's property for their own private use. 2 This was not 
enough for (lie cupidity of the oppressor*, t'a'.i.s J.lcciauus, the "Reman 
procurator, endon eourcd to bring all the people's goods under a new con- 
fiscation, by disavowing the remitment of Claudius; fresh taxes were- 
imposed on" lands and cattle; 3 and to crown all, those Britons who had 
been drawn in by the rich philosopher Seneca, Nero's counsellor, to borrow 
vast sums of money under his promises of n^~\ loan, and licence to repay 
at convenience, were suddenly compelled to repay all at once, with great 
extortion. Among the number of those who had entered into such a 
suave as to entangle themselves in debt to iSc-neca., was the lather of Jioa- 
dicea, who had obtained the money through Korean usurers. 1 "The 
King of the Jeeni," a.s he is here called, would rather seem to have been 
Cymbeline or Yenusius, than the brave Cadadae, father of lioadieea and 
Caraetacus ; and if cither of these, the word " father" might be intended 
to signify •■ stop-father ;" it was certainly one of the three ; and in any 
case, 'on tiie death of Arviragus, sueh a debt must necessarily devolve, on 
Beadicoa. as tiie representative of those princes. The unfortunate Queen, 
a widow, in the hands of merciless creditors and unrelenting enemies, 

• There is some diiersity of opinion as to the place of interment of this oelo- 
braic.i llritish no uaii:li,—iv Li ether, as sonic relate, lie was bumol In i.ko ti'mple 
of Claudius at Gloucester, or at London; nor is the exact dato of his death 
specified. 

a Stowe, Echard, Milton. s "Warrington. 

' The amount due was forty sesterces. 
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vainly remonstrated against the injustice of their proceedings ; at hmgdi, 
infuriated by her ropriwchcs, and unrest rsiiueu by any feeling of humanity, 
the brutsil soldiery to wdiom she was given tip. mo: 'it;-; -goo l.y their more 
brutal leaders, subjected tin: ill-fated Bnadicea t:> the common punishment 
of the scourge, while the fa.te of her uuhu-pjij.-- daughters was even more 
hideous than her own. Their imniovt.al wrongs blacken the page of 
history, which has no record so atrocious. 1 The tide of accumulated 
injuries was now tit its height, and the fury of a whole nation burst forth 
in one overwhelming current, to overflow the land with the blood of 
enemies whom r.o buys had restrained. 

Ages have passed by, yet the heart siill bleeds at the record of tbia 
noble woman's wrongs, i'rom the moment, of this outrage, the heart, of 
tin: Queen was deadened (o all feelings but those of vengeance, stung 
with shame, crushed with unmerited disgrace, and bowed by agonies 
that found i! ij name; while Readied! resolved still to einb.ire ble, hateful 
as it. bad become lo bet', in the sole hope of wreaking a fearful vengeance 
which should ate'];-: far her unheard-of injuries. 

No lack of sympathy was shown for the wrongs of Boadicea by her 
generous ;;n.d loyal hearted Britons. One and all, the inhabitants of the 
Roman colony of London excepted, determined to unite in freeing Ihou- 
eouutry from the yoke of a people who could perpetrate such crimes, 
more hateful since the victims were the weak and defenceless. The inju- 
ries lung oppressing themselves, had been, up to this time, endured; hut 
t.bis outrage ai'incd them all in one Coiumon cause, and they felt that '.he 
hour for a final struggle had arrived. At this time the Boman writers 
themselves acknowledge that, the violence ami injustice of the Emperor's 
■servants gave the Britons just cause to lay aside their private animosities, 
and aid their Queen in the recovery of their lost liberty. Tin: daughler 
of Cadrd'an placed herself at ike head of her devoted partisans, si ml the 
disunion which CiV-ar had hailed as one of the happy causes of bis suc- 
cess, was at ouee extinguished in the bosoms of the British chiefs; one 
spirit, alone animating the m;;ss — tin: desire to avenge tin: injuries uf 
their Qncon, — 11 cause which, embraced the personal wrongs of each indi- 
vidual. But before the aetual outbreak of the tremendous insurreelinu 
which tilled all the Roman empire with amazement said ooitsLcruution, 
secret, councils were held by the chieftains to concert measures fir their 
rebellion. Among these was Venusius, who with bis piirty and warmly 
espoused ;ke e:;use of J:b;;e;cca ; and sit. those meetings the Queen is said 
to have personally addressed her faithful ministers on the solvent of 
their mutual wrongs. One of the evils of the Roman yoke on which 
she insisted, was the introduction of vices unknown in Britain, except 
through the medium of those jesters and buffoons, whom their tyrants 
encouraged to corrupt the nation. These persons were employed, it 
youid appear, in the theatres sit ilaniaiudnuum and (jacvleoi;,- which had 
become colonized by Romans, and where the novelty of such spectacles 

1 Tacitus, Stowe, Miltou, Echard. 

a The remains of the Roman theatres are jet to be seen in some parts of 
JS.vitnin, as l.'aerk'un, m _\Lu,:::curti shire, &o. 
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as theatrical shows or entertainment* would create vast astonishment and 

admiruron, and doubtless obtain many followers among the unmbrmod 
Britons Jinadieaa. hi her celebrued address to her noble chiefs, sng- 
nlii ti/o:l these persons as "Rome's instruments ami "Britain* vipers;'' 
roimirkin- that. " Tiberius, though extremely covetous, would have -.eeTt 
g'ad ro have ma.lc peace, and Nero would still have followed his lidding 
trade at home, had not the discords of Rntain been lomcnted and kept, 
alive Ly his Haulers here '." Prom this address ™ discover that there 
had been a party among the Britons in favour ot Rome; and that this 
Mill listed apnears from the Londoners will; holding their Nippon 1.0 the 

approaching insurrection, for which they were destined afterwards to 
suffer severely. . , . , A , , . 

The Trmohs-ites, and neigkbonno; states, are said in the on'sot to bare 
warmly c.-poused the cause of the Queen, and joined her wi:h their 
forces" To these different status "lloadieea had from tune to time ad- 
dre'ssed herself, in epistles composed for the inhabitants of such towns 
aad provioees as had united in resolving to throw off the Roman volte 
and which treated not only on that, but on other subject? of oMonal 
impMrinnre; lor the Queen, we are informed, was '-well versed m let- 
ters ' :l which is not surprising, as the .Roman intercourse wu.h this island 
had' been long enough carried on to enable her to become mi-quamtcd 
wirb Latin forms of literature; and we find that m this early period the 
Britons were net only possessed of traditions, but had wr 
their own affairs/— 'the characters, indeed, being peculiar to their age, 
and the knowle.ib'0 of them limited to the persons of highest rank only, 
and i.be Druids. " (Hildas, the British poet and historian, attributes the 
searell-v of British records to the artihee of their enemies, the Ilomans, 
who were anxious to destroy every memorial of pasl limes with the l>ru- 
idical religion, by whose ministers they were preserved. 1 

The Queen had, in the firs, instance, dispatched a messenger to her 
brother Corbrod, King of ihe Scots, father of t.'orbred (laid, a young 
prince wluun she had herself nursed and educated at her own court, ami 
who passed many vears with Boadicea amid the chequered scones ol her 
eventful life.' She complained in bitter terms of the injuries mlheled on 
herself and her daughters, bv which she, his only sister, had been brougot 
to extreme miserv, and assured him that the Britons were ready to arm 
in her cause. Corbred was deeply moved by these sad tidings. He sent 

1 Bale reckons both ArviiaguH and Boadicea among the authors of Britain. 

"Gildas. , . 

■' Conqi.rivar Mae Nessa, Kinsc of Ulster, ,v. n. ■IS', ordered the precepts of the 
Ik'uals .>]reb.:,u to be (■.»"■, r.iiti.ed 1 1) writing. -Tohmd. , 

"Iti i.vivfitu ll.e anient ,-cots were aecestoi.x.l r<> use lor wrae.e. c. pleas 
v.biel, oi:t not re-emble ll.e latter* of oilier nation 

mr,sefa Il iiii::[sui i e!e mm t,.e.e : ,aei ,■,!,,■-, : , 
„,,,,,,:, :■,,..,-. -.?■.« ,-liavaelersea the anciem tombs to tins tune ; m.il oni-.. ...e,u 

i' *&«/»« « ™»+ %%?&££ TSMS^JS 

Jtlvus. wjikt. was .-Mice oi ciemon .,-,,!, aiel l.n.n. « a.) i... u i ^ 

pronounce the aspirations and dij.nl.on-, better lhan any ot the rest. —UoimMea. 

' Scott. 
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ft herald to Catua, the Roman general, requiring him to obtain reparation 

from those. liomims who had sr. bas,.]y (reared ,],, British Princess' s If 
IW was not den,,, the Kin- declaivd 1 K , would himself be her even,, v 
Ihr !,..,«»,. general., reply wns f,dl of contempt and ridicule, lie 
m ; r... ,ly upbranlr.,1 Corhrcd for i..f Br ferii lff with the Roman ohVcs' 
!l,h V rs ' 'wliowmi ;il.nv n taking not iee either of his sister or her daimhi.ors 
u,d atlilvrt.y to trout tl,un a, other women, according to thoir i.i ■m-uit " 
( ? rbr,d, indignant at this now insolence, hesitated no hUm-, but 

ni'tKir.; an a.hanoe with the Pints and peoplo of (.ho I=lo of Man, , 

raise, a. strong body for the enterprise, intended to ant with Ibe forces 
raised by 1.1,0 Queen in her own behalf. Rut before those c.o„id form a 
junction, a sudden and unleeked-for event precipitated the rebellion into 
an omoreak. Jhis event was the reduction of the Island of rdona 1 by 
hi.irjt.Nimu J animus, then head of the .Roman forces in Brit'dn This 
eoleora'cd general was sent to Britain in the rear <>1, bv r\V m (.-, mko 
the command of Mm Roman forces. He. was~alrea,h d;'siir...imhed for 
merit and military raiont, and to this was joined the 'strongest impulses 
'■; .^hmom '"!■ ho had formed a. rJeterinination that, his ' success- in 
_I.r'!="» "'"'"hi WjTial those of Oorbulo in Armenia. To reduce the whole 
island was ins nll-nnate aim. His Erst undertakin- was, however the 
nduet.ro, of rbr- Ordovices, or people of Xorth Wale... The,., were the 
mhabib.mts <:,(■ the present counties of Denbigh, Carnarvon. MV— .u-rh 
aoo Montgomery.* ' 



The Ordoviees received that name at the time of their compering 
V, orocstershtre, Warwickshire, and North (lb 

tee '■ (..real Huicmi/' or « the Honourable Wiecs :/' anrl after their 'ovpul- 
sion thence, other lb-dish settlers in that part were (...idled \Vu. antes or 
lluieeii." _ I his seems to bo the people who were ranged under the "standard 
ol \ einisms, who had warmly espoused t.ho cause of Boadicea. 

Agneola, at that time only twenty years of age, bad accompanied 
iau.iuus m lus expedition against ibe Ordoviees, and resided with him 
at Ins iiead-epiarters. Under this great, commander, the youm- wcrior 
Kcrpured that experience wbicli, ai. a subsequent period, enabled him to 
accomplish ibft rednotion of the island; the cherished hope of Suetonius 
himselt, though be did not live to accomplish his high aim. 

The people whom Suetonius had resolved to not only subdue, hut 
extirpate and destroy, were brave, warlike, and -IcYOted to their relbdo'i ■ 
I lie enterprise presented, therefore, veiy groat dillicult.ies : it was the more 
desirable to accomplish, because this spot, the court of ecclesiastical and 
mil justice, had become a rendezvous foe every British malcontent. To 
enable himself more eHcctuai:) io reduce (his island. Suetonius withdrew 
the veteran soldier, from ('aiualoduuuui, lit lie foreseeing the disastrous 
consciences which might arise from leaving so important a bold unmo. 
tooted against their enemies. About this time, .I'elilius Uereulis 3 received 
from Nero an appointment in Britain, to occupy the place of Vettius 
Vokiins, who, for his mildness of disposition, was recalled. Petiiius was 

1 Anglesey. ■ Life of Agricola. 

* Tacitus and Hume say that Pecilius w 
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very uii'ike his predecessor; alroadv distinguished as a skilful veteran, in 
the war against Civilis, the Butavian chief, he was well suited to propa- 
gate. 1 lit- terror of the Roman aims in Britain. Suetonius himseli was 
also remarkable for his severity; so that the Britons were oppressed in 
every way. Such was the state of things when the Roman general 
pcuetrateo for the first, time as far as Mona, the seat of their mystercous 
worship, ami now crowded with inhabitants, many of whom had .sought 
its shelter as a lash retreat." 

For the purpose of the intended invasion of the island, Suetonius 
emisod ships to he made with fiat bottoms, for a steep, uncertain shore. 
"In these the foot were conveyed over; the cavalry followed, by huding 
in shallow water, or swimming, and leading the horses. On the shore 
stood a motley troop of armed" men, mixed with women running up and 
down anion;? them, dressed like Puries, in Uoxk yiirmntlx, their hair 
dishevelled/and torches hi their hands. The Druids also attendod. lifting 
up their hands to heaven, ami nttcrine dreadful execrations. 'The novelty 
of the sight, so struck the soldiers, that they stood as it. were motionless, 
exposiuii^lhemsclvcs to the enemies' weapons, till, animated hv the 
exhortations of their general, and encouraging one another not to fear an 
army of women and madmen, they advmiced. bore down ail they met, 
and involved thorn in their own fire. Garrisons were afterwards placed 
in the towns, and the groves, saercd to their bloody superstitions, out 
down; for it was their practice to offer the blood of their prism lore on 
their altars, and consult the gods by the entrails of men." Such is the 
relation Tacitus gives of the "taking of Mona: and the spot in Anglesey 
where Suetonius ami his barbarous legions butchered the i;ic:.!.. ,:.!.i;_ 
Druids is stii) shown at a ferry, called .I'orlliaiuel, across the }Io.nai 
Straits. The horrors of such a slaughter bailie description; men and 
women alike fell victims, and deluged their own altars with their blood. 
Suetonius expected, now that lie kad oliected hi* object in reducing Mona, 
Unit the whole of Britain would he reduced to the J.tcinati yoke; but he 
was altogether deceived in his calculation : while yet employed in arrang- 
ing mailers for the security of b is new conquest, ho received the alarming 
news that the whole country was in a .state of revolt. 

The tidings of what had been done by Suetonius Paul inns had become 
very Oi.iekly known through the island, and readied the: ears of Boadicea. 
She saw that the moment was arrived for the decisive stroke. The veteran 
troops had been called from Canialedunnin, to assist Suetonius in the 
reduction of Mona; and lioadieea perceived that the city might easily be 
taken by her forces. The Scottish succours from Corhred had not arrived ; 
but the" warlike Queen determined not to delay her intended plans lev 
their arrival. Prior to the approa.ehhig contest, Beadieea, in conformity 
with the customs of her times, determined to encourage her followers, 
by addressing them on the subject of the strife in which they were about 
to engage. Per this nnrpose she mounted an eminence raised oi turf, 
from width she could be seen bv the whole assembled multilude, amounting 
to as maiivas Si'UUH) men. The appearanccof the Queen is said to have 
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striK'h ii.wo into the heart of each beholder, by the dignity and majesty 
of her demeanour. Tn person, JSoadicea was nf the largest size, liri-'lk'e 
w.-.s beaut'tol, kit fierce ami si.eni ; scmir annalists sa.v. " terrible of a-peet, 
ravage ... I oemi'i/nanco." Her ownpk-xhvn was briiliantlv fail-,' and her 
yebov b.cks, which were spread all over her shoulders, reached down to 
her hips. She wore a plailed tunic of several colours, drawn elose about 
her besom, and over that a vestment made of some stuff of British ni-mu- 
facture, fastened by a clasp, and adopted in compliment to (lie southern 
natives; the chequered robe Ijenoaih being the produce of the north of 
Britain. About lier neck she wore a thick collar, or chain of gold, 
.'sieemed a mark c;f (l,e highest command, mid expressive of the ..i.Wiilkd 
quality of the wearer. She addressed the whole assembly, in a" voice 
loud enough to reach the ears of 4e most distant of her eager auditors 
(rho crowded around her, many of whom were women. 
Her speech was as follows : — 

"My friends and faithful subjects,—! do believe that there is no man 
iiere who is ignorant how much freedom and poverty are preferable to 
windage and wealth. 

" Since the Komaus have been acquainted with this island, there is no 
indignity, however vile, no cruelty, however Grievous, which wo have not 
suffered. 

" Are we not contemned and trodden under foot hy those who have 
studied only to become our lords and tyrants? Are we not bereaved of 
our riel.es and possessions ? Do we not till their land, and pay them all 
manner of tribute, even for our persons ? Amongst other nations, death 
is a deliverance from slavery; but with the Romans, the dead do still 
live, even to augment their riches. 2 

11 And can we hope for mercy at their hands, who have already treated 
us so barbarously? Even he who ta'ceth a wild beast, will at first cherish 
it, and seek by gentleness to win it to familiarity. Are we not, then, 
the authors of our own misery, in suffering them to set foot in our 

1 The :i.ncieiit Rriti«h maiJens were renmvl-al.lt for n -In^lin- ivHtoness "i 
skill, v.hich. iicei..iTi;iame;l by 11 ruddy ami fiorid complexion, wns tlionvht to be 
I ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■-■ 1 l-y the lmitiiility ol' ihe o!imnt.e, [Xiiihiline.J I'cileimia iva/Vn noted 
for her fair complK~iEi.ii as tube snrmtmti.i "'While ;1K silver. : ' Curl, rev Mi, four. 
Ivnis f.f I. cluster, in .. :,!,;)■ to r.btriin rlio liaiul of ibis princess fvtiiri lie.o either, 
Con.pievor Mut Ne-sn, Kins ef Ulster, was c..miio"ca to tfdo it largo pm-tion nf 
his terr:t.:.i-es. Three tVuitful trntt.s of land. tMoudine: 1mm J.ocb-ai'-Chr.i- 
deajd, an i Turn to the sen wore, by farbrev's consent, iiiuio.iv] lo the dominions 
ol Cois.inoviii-, as his diuijihicr's marriage settlement. I O'J'laheM v. Keating] 
Iloadiccn, C : n;:.-.Uji. i.v.l St. lleieiin. urt es'ioeiallY noteu tor bo;tnly"of turn n 1 ex- 
ion. [ Xiiihiline.] 

2 It. is supposed I 'uit the expression in the speech of Ihiodicoa ('given l.v Dion 

Cn-ins'i which refers to : ' „(i-,n thus- "We uro fortod i.o pav for "the be lies of 

our very dond," relates to the. impost of Ihe Unmans ,n rln ■>,«(; liritons buritil ac- 
cording io rational cu't .;>:>, instead ol' Icing bond like tlie Knmans; and [hut n 
liiilh rn'ico iv-, dcmiir.dcd for tlie pi^vilege of bn:yn: S the higlier orders in tlieiv 
best giivmeiil.s, ;md laying l.y their side their axe ami duggcr, as wo hove often 
had instiinecs in tlie openings of cromlechs,— ?, cost.. m to width liie ISrhuis e.,n- 
tim.ci; e!..-.!in;.ti-lv to ndhere. 
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island ? Wo should have slain them afar off, and driven them hack even 
as we did CiEsar. . , 

" Better were it to lose our lives in defence of our country than to drag 
on a miserable existence in servitude. , , • 

"Wherefore my well-beloved citizens, friend*, mid relations, let us, 
while the remembrance of our ancient liberty remains, seek to recover, 
not orlv the name of freedom, but. tiie enjoyment ol liberty itself. Let 
us set an oxiDiiiile to posterity. Let us not, forget, what we have ono.e 
been ; for, if so, what can we expect of our children, brought up in 
misery and bondage ? „ , _ 

« I do not recall ihcse things to rouse you to rebellion, for 1 well know 
vol sotlicieutlv abhor ibe lion, an name, neither do T seek to put you m 
fear of what might happen hereafter; but I would return my beany 
t.hark.s a-,d commendations, that you do thus willingly obey my sum- 
mons, unawed by your powerful oppressor*, and proving yourselves 
prompt, zealous, and courageous, and willing to live or die for your 
O-uri and countrv Do your enemies outnumber us.' Regard tbeir 
strength. We do\o much exceed thorn, that our army is strong as stone 
wallsfand one of onr targets is of more value than all the armour they 
bear/ The uetory will soon be ours. They must, soon k-.mrn.piiu- 
Yel, shoi.ld we loose the Held, wo may easily escape the calamities ot a 
defeat; for their heavy arms will impede their pursuit, and the hills and 
marshes will intercept them. , 

"We. can endure hunger, thirst, eo.d and sunshine; they live 111 tents 
or bouses : baked meats, wine and oil, are necessary to them ; if these 
fail or the summer sun oppress them, they languish and consume : but 
to us, every herb or root is meat, every juice an oil, water is pleasant 
Wine, and every tree allbi'ds a habitation. 1 

"Besides this, tiie country is well known to lis, and we have many 
friends; but the Romans are strangers, and wilhout siioeny^ ,„ ease ot 
need. We can swim over every river, naked or clad, while they require 
mijrbty ships to convey them. 

''Let us then courageoi.slv attack tbem, and let us teach them that 
hares and foxes can never match with wolves and greyhounds. 

■U the-e words lioadieoa released from beneath her manile a hare, 
whi.'h bad hem purposely concealed; 2 and the sight ot il: 
su.vc- was received with loud shouts by the people, who bailee, it with 
a loud shout, and vented freely their indignant feelings against the ill- 
treatment of their Queen. ___^ _ 

' Hares, fowls, geese, and fish, the Britons were by their religion forbidden to 

' The hare released kv I'.Mdicea is generally suppose! to kctok™ the f'earial- 
HL-s .,r Hie tini.m*. Tl.e l.;;rt was .is,al hy the [SnI.uls i,r the ,,up^e. s e Mi- 
viaatieu: r.nd dieneh thev never killed it f.-r the takle, iron, the «1, kaht wl.:.^ 
they took in taee.i:.^ it, Ifcov kept, mmikers ifcmt the courts ot then- cine.s. 
Tiie : lea ■!■ a kiLi-.-WNnen, ami the model ,,f a pari, were enami.ky demed l»y 
,„ ire,,, 1':e Tirdr.ev;,! Rrii™*. [Whil.ktkov's iUaiirhc.ler. i An ms km-c ;. I .aie 
ot ;(„■ w.,it,..s vet i-.s.s hi Kimble, in Macks, once the akeuV ot k„,^l y,,W- 
line. The spreca at she Queen seems to infer that the iox was also held in vene- 
ration by the people. 
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Bonite.noirec.lIed thaip attention, wlile ,he proceeded will, her 
p™„or,u,pl,ce.io„; wherein >1„ especially add,e,,.d hers. If to the 
do.tjofwu „ , I,,, 1 ,., ,,;„„ people, n»de, the n,,°. of 

And.le o, .,„,!,„, ,Leir (ie.W,,, „f Victor y;' aoel ,l,i« „,.,,., 

Ho. ««".. , 1 A f""'™ ™,° " ,e woris '>» »««d, "«»d call „p„, 

!'<-! , "' .. ruler «,,cl, :„ Jle,,„li,.„, „ A.rippi,,,,, „, „ Nor „ „4J 
tat „ e.l cd . »,n, bot is indeed . won,™ ;\u. I call npon toe „ ft. 

l..„, „..,»,„ I beseech t!„e,ei„ec I „„. .,„„,, ,.f ,hr, ..,b p., ,,,,■, 

Too*! °. "" i 1 be, i T "" "r j "™ "» ™",™?5bfe £ 

Let no! T h b ,h <"•»>"«• ■« devoted to covetou.ne,, and cruelty. 

.el ,. ,, I e ml .l,oe, ll,o lyr.uoy of Nero „„d Bomiti.n any longer 

Ey bei'h't,"" "' °" "™ °» "'"» ^ »' " ^ 

p.rtcdt;™t:t b f .,s disaiSrf " d ""■* ™»- B » d «" i " 

Th,s appeal to Adnuft, .be female godde.,, is rendered a, mueh the 
S entled"?' ft" ™ 'l™^*' ™ '=" "™ "»"> ,h <»"'» i '«»■>»' 



»„ „oe be, wrongs, „ r pensh i„ ,!„. „„„„..' This ,,„ ,, ,.!,.„,. ,.., ,, 
toon. ,. ,y„, ,nd„idn .1 who .e„i,„ ,b, »„ with th.ivereTgn.tool 

Who .„,' e7i„ e ,,™?' t' ""!" b T S eSte ~ ed °™ " l °'°™ >° > h »» 
then,™ 1 1, "•',"" :l " """"'" '"'' m '•»' ™™gO than 

0, rn.rried °" T"? 1,k6 "" """"' ""? S '°'" E '" 

;'■■»>■.', «™«,„. „ole» .boot to beooro. a n.otber, marched with her 

;■ '■■ »": "i .-.»'. :.eee,„p„„,e,l ft, a,,,,,, „„,,„,,;„, „„, „„,„ ,,. „1 „,. 
■«o ■ ■■ „■„■;, Ihe e,,e,„y ,,, , be,, n,.|.r.,„ol, will, ,,,„„>. ,1,11,: ,i,„ ,„„„ „ 
of .l,e , ,, (ought a,„o„g ,1„, ,„„!„ „,,, |„. ,,,,,, ,,-,,, , . ■ f 

d«p.rt,n g f„ ,h„ „„-if„. Hey ,, iigion, eo,.„„ „f ,l,.iog .ho «".° 

Imng oroamre nut they fonod, in whooo blood tho, not on yZfhed the 
mni, bot „l.o tated .be .„,, in the ...„.nce tb.t tbo, w™ abont," 
£ TlS1° S ™" , 1 <1 J »'« d l .™'°'J' Man, bo.,, p,i,J_e, f„ll ., d ° 
I „ :,.l, ™ clad ,n white garmeol, l,o„„d wiih „ br.„„, ..-,,11... 

'it J l ;: feet .™ krf . » h r f « » »» •• »«"&» .to pi.,; 

01 ".1, .„„1 !,, heoe v.e ,„„ p,e,i,cl lie eoeeee, of ,l,e sfrife. T, ,,,1,, 

tb.„cl,o. oompetont to .bar, ft. danger, of ft. feid of ba.tlo, ft" 
J'" 11 - 1 ""™.™ »!»','■''•] ",,eM„,lly.„e, 1 „:,lll„,„pp„,ito„ 1 in, trench- 
do.p,„ng , l,k, be ..d .old, the, travelled b.r.foT. „, i„ ,„d, „„;$,■ 
an, led ,ho„ („„,] .„„„ behind the,,, „„ ,h,i, i,o,.,„ „ ,i„„i„ 
ib« MhTUt™ 8 " ™' le ' 80 ™J kb '"»» f "%« «»e"=d to 

, '/ !"; '"' -lieleeetc, wee .1,,: ioiOel^Je7e,!el7erVieteiT who had a ,,™l, 

, ";" ■'"'•■: , ' "' ' » • < i .lei, .;" „:,";"" 

-eeeeve 1 e,e„eel //,s,eee, /„,„ /e,„, ,;„„,,„. ^ war. — 

! Iloiinehcd. 

' A woman of the Cimbri, ralher than survive a defeat would kill ever w 
own l,,n E relai™, ..d bavin, ..ra.glod her Infant, „,j caSitlineS i" 
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The Britons, animated by the speech of their heroic Queen, set out 

agnin.-t the Ilomans; lie-adioea first, attacking (lie eo'iiny of OaniuJodii- 

The following account is given 

yet was incomplete, or in progres 
for pleasure than sennrity, while 
stractimi of its garrison of vctc 
court or palace royal of their kin; 
come the centre of pleasant rofin 
reus of their power. The out.sii.lr. 
ing; for, besides the old palace, 
the lloitjims. saith Son-onius, did 
found), it had a senate-house for 
goodly Temple of Claudius, and 

answerable to the Ilonifi.il niagmliccnoc. I'ne colony lay open on all 
sides, the bettor to enjoy free waills and air about; vol. safety was not 
altouefiier noidcei.cd, though pleasure was ralher sought than strength. 2 
It had n t h, no' pal i tl 1 i 1 f i It but it liij 

the majestie of the Koman name (a reputed wall of brass), the aire of a 
fresh conquest, and srindrio strength in the marches or pale of the pro- 
vince, whore '.lie .Roman carrison watched and warded in castle::., sconces, 

and other presidiary places."* 

The city was, as may even yet be observed by the ancient remains, in 
a progressive and imported, state, :siid on this account was chosen by the 
Britons as i heir first point of attack ;■' they hail tin oilier and a sf.il! stronger 
reason, the great hatred they entertained for (he veteran soldiers. 

The inhiibilants of the colony are said to have had warnings of their 
approaching- ruin, A noise as if of contention was heard iu the court, 

char ot- wheels, ended the horrid scene by her own self-destruction. Lucius An- 
toninus, one of the [lririM.il e/ooeials in Britain, in makine; application to [tome for 
Iras!', succour., slated thut their enemies were never more cruel mil acrcc., not 
only the meti, I jul also the women, who eared not far tlie loss of liie. : .r oivn lives, 
so that they might ..lie revenged. — Holinshd. 

1 This celebrated nlace, iirst taken by Claudius, A. n, 44, and garrisoned with 
veterans .-.f the second, ninth :..:,. I fouriccntii legions, had since that jncicl been 
the seat of the Roman government, licit;;; Miuacia.cs ■.■:.■■■<■, ■.-.-, :ic-l (Vnuia. as ap- 
pears from seme money of Claudius, inscribed ("01,. CA.MAI.ODVM ; arid by 
moduli '.he lioijiev...!' ha.i sti net iu honour of his conn u est, beach i" on one side 
Ids r.ivn e:h;.;c.s, with the legend, " Tl. C1.AL11). O.-KS. AUG. (3 Kit. P. M. T. R. 
I'. XI.L. IMP, XIIX. :" and on (he reverse a plough, drawn iiv an o* and a cow 
yoked, driven by a nan; above them, (.'1)1,. (JAM A I.C'lHliN'UM AU(J." ITaatiuH, 
(he fix-iii '"''tor of CanM.loduimm, had been recalled a. i>. -18, al'tci- which ' Melius 
Scapula, his Faioeessor, had withdrawn t.:n> chief cart of the veteran legion-, from 
the place: to which measure is attri billable I ho destruction of the eohuiy by lioa- 
lilcea : because the Trinobantes, ivho luoi been inved by the presence uf tha.i 
tirlllary force, -.vere thus encouraged to unite with toe ('coon's forces in their 
stroke for freedom. 

"According to Tacitus, "die Roman generals altendcd to improvements of 
taste or cle;v:i],ce, but neglected the usefiii. They embellished the nroviiice, bat 
took no care to defend it." 

'• History of Colchester. 4 Hoare. Notes on Giraldus Caudnensk. 
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62 BOADICEA. 

and a great tumult in tbe theatre, that scene of vicious entertainment 
which had been censured hy Doadicea, in her address to the Britons : for 
she knew that thin participated in these etuertahjmtjnts, and had become 

accustomed to intermingle familiarly with their former enemies. Perhaps 
the Druidcsscs were concerned in these supposed supernatural sounds— 
for such they were considered, '■ .seeing that no man there either spake or 
mourned." ' These weird priestesses seem to have been acquainted with 
the art of ventriloquism, and were in some of their mysteries accustomed 
to conceal themselves in certain recesses, and by giving forth sentences 
or sounds when invisible to their listeners, to create the utmost astonish- 
men;.* The signs of the approaching calamity, as viewed by the Romans 
of Uarnalodunum, prove them to have been quite as superstitious as their 
less-in formed neighbours, the Britons. Certain houses or buildings, 
appearing like a colony in ruins, are said to have been seen in the river 
Thame*, and the sea between the island and Gaul appeared to dow with 
blood. 3 To crown all these evil omens, the image of the goddess Victoria 
set up by I" mdius,i!'(7/iOi(/ on;/ uppitn-.n/. eo.josc, fell from its base, and lay 
extended on the ground, with its face averted, as if that deity yielded to 
the enemies ol Piouie. This last certainly looks much like a contrivance 
of the Druids, which is the more probable, as women are said to have 
rushed here and there, in rustle™ ecstasy among the people, with frantic 
screams, denouncing impending ruin : " Destruction is at hand ! destruc- 
tion is at hand !" Such were the hideous clamours heard " in ajbreiijii 
accent," A which are said to have penetrated even into the very oouneil- 
eliaiuber of the Hornaus, filling their hearts with terror and dismay, so 
that they clearly perceived that secret enemies mixed in all their delibe- 
rations. Suddenly, while an undefined fear was on the people of (.aiiiii- 
jm.b.mum, IJusdicea, with her countless multitude, appeared before the 
place. The ltomans had but a few soldiers, and in the utmost alarm, 
sent nil to (,'atiis Deeia.nus, procurator of the province, for a reinforcement. 
That officei' could spare only two liuudred men, and those but half a.r mod, to 
assist, (hum in their great extremity, it appears, however, that the temph; 
of Claudius was strongly fortified, a.ml there they resolved to make their 
stand, without, however, concerting any measures fir their defence, being 



1 Tacitus, Speed. 

1 An oracular stone is mentioned by the author of f lie '-Celtic Druids," known 
by (lie name of '* tins Great Cannon:" it rest; ri|jOn a bed of rods, where a nei.d 
] '.nil.-. ; r.j.iMvi to bave been made, leading to the bole, which, at the eniiviricc, 
: .- three leel wide, six feel. deep, and about tlii'ce ice! sis inches hiah. Within 
ibis i.pertnie, on (be rieht. hmol. is a round hole, two fed ,.lia.metci\ no, f:,i-:i ScI 

■:"--'■■ :l " /b tbe rock, sixteen feet, :ind running from south to north. In tha 

above mentioned iipe.Liurc rt man miiihl. lie concealed, and predict future events 
to louse tln-.t cioac to coiisnlt. the urneie, ami be heard ilisi.inclh- en the Mirth 
sale of Mie rock, where tin; hole is not visible. Thk- aii-lu make' the etoduluns 
ilii-ivms think tbe predictions proceeded solely from tbe rock doit.t. Tie voion 
on tbe outside was distinctly conveyed to Ike person in Ike aperture, as was 
Several timea tried. The circumference of this reck is ninety-six feet. 

8 "The sea was purpled with bloeii, and at the ebb tide tbe figures of human 
bodies were traced on the sand." — Tacitus. 

' Tacitus 
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taken so entirely by surprise, from tin; profound peace wd.ieh liar! scorned 
to Esist around them prior to tliis unexpected assault, that neither pali- 
sade nor ditch was thrown up, nor were any of the women, the aged, or 
infirm, soul, out of the garrison. The colony was therefore taken will 
ease, ami laid waste with fire and sword; (he temple, whore the military 
had sought to secure themselves-, was laid seigc to by the Queen and her 
exulting chiefs, and after holding out. for two days, was 1 Liken by storm. 
Snob was the carnage, that it is computed not less than from 70/100 to 
StUXlff 'ell ou the oceanon, aged persons, women, and children, alike 
failing \ i t: vim s to the Britons' too just fury, it is necessary to the vera- 
city of history to add, awful as the picture is to contemplate, that the 
mandates of carnage were given by the stern Queen herself. Her ven- 
geance extended yet further, being, as is generally believed, excilcd by 
the conduct of >Seur.onius in Anglesey, on whom she was desirous of re- 
telling, by her cruel justice: nor can the horrors of Paganism appear in 
darker colours, than the picture of this revenge. Punishments, even for 
the women,' were invented, loo hideous to be contemplated, that in 
nothi'n: should llie liomans lie outdone in evil. 

After this terrible sacrifice to vengeance, both l.lio priests and warriors 
indulged in carousing and feasting in the wood called Andatos, and in 
the several temples, especially that of the goddess Annate, invoked by 
Beadicea in her address. Boadicea then beaded her warriors again, and 
set forth in quest of further victory. It was, uo doubt, by the great lio- 
man road which led from Coleboster through the middle of the county 
of Essex, towards Bishop StovifWd, i'c, in "Hertfordshire, that IJoadicea 
pursued her course. This way is, in modem days, known as Stanfl 
Street. 

Pctilius Cerealis, at the time when these dreadful occurrences took 
place, was at. Tcrulam, ami marching in baste thence toward- Culeboster. 
■' to rescue that wlocli was already hist/* was encountered by the Curious 
Britons.* The ninth legion, under the command of the renowned con- 
queror of Balavia, was routed, the foot-soldiers all stain, and Pctilius 
himself, with his cavalry, was forced to escape to his camp for safely, 
whore he entrenched himself for a time, "not daring to attempt anything 
farther." The pursuit was followed up with great slaughter, GOiJO hV 
mans being slain, and about .'1000 of the confederate Britons. Catus, 
tire prni) i.u a for, was in the engagement, and, being wounded, made his 
escape into Gatll. s 

1 Of -whom eome of the iie.Mest were treated by Bonuicea, as they had been by 
Suetonius. Neni was, in die cod, obliged to ivmiiI Suetonius, beoouae he was 
C'.iiisidi'tv.i in unfit [lt't'son tn ciiiniaisi! tiic alarmed minds o!' tlie IjrLtui.s, frnm 
having both permitted :ied iuniul.eu so many cruelties. — Hume. 

5 The ninth legion bad received mi accession of force fvoia Germany, of eight 
auxiliary cohorts anil une tlmima:!..] licrse, — Tacitus. 

3 "At the bare tidings of thu aisastcrs i'ricounlered liy the 'liomans, Catus, like 
a tali nam. took to his liut:K urn! sailei! into Gallia." -kpwtl. " I'usthuiaus. ti.e 
uamp- master, durst not resist liomlicea, and refused to fight against her; indeed 
such t:rr.»- had she infused inio lier enemies, that tics Year hud beccme .;tiile 
generui."— 7tosn«. 
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After the conopiest (jf Canialodunum, the Qui.-on Ic.d been joined by 
the forces of her brother, the King of Scols, who had aided her in the 
defeat of Petilius 1 jmd his troops. 

The su[-:C(-.-?ifnI lloaeicea pursued ]ier career towards Vcruiam. :it that 
time a place tif greater hnporlnnec than London itself, the royal seat of 
(!iistilii.:';innii.s ; il had become a 'municipiunr of the llomans A mum- 
clpinm was very diliercnl from a colony, such as Oamalodunum, which 
was a eity friim which the inhabitar.is wen.' expelled, to make way for 
the new-comers f it was an enfranchised cify, wliieh possessed every privi- 
lege (if Jloiuati citizens, ''having senators, knights, and commeiis; magis- 
trate arid priests, censors, odiles. ijiirestors, ami flam ens." 3 

The devotion shown By the Britons of Verulam to their eonepierers, 
had obtumed for them this signal favour ; mid if. was to punish them lor 
ibis, and i'er tboir secession fVetn the customs and religion of their ances- 
tors, that I'oadicca ivas induced lo attack the town. Yerulam had been 
compassed with walls by the llomans, e.nd the great Wading Street, by 
wliieb the warlike Queen had approached the place, passed (|itite throctdi 
the city. The modern St. .Mbans has been erected within the limits of 
the ancient city ; bat though some portion of its walls were landing in 
the days of llo'iosbtd, and by him described us substantially built., the 
modern ruins do not afford much information of the extent of the oriental 
(is. Of the richness and beauty of the place, a bettor idea may 
ed front the researches made in the retort of the Saxon King 
Ndgnr, by Indeed, then Abbot of St, Albans, it ho was desirous of en- 
larging tlie religions establishment there, which had been founded by 
(j:T:i, King of the Mercians, it oeeurred to iho sealous pi'chdc that some 
relics of the ancient Itoman Verulam might he obtained, and on digging 
amid the ruins, he discovered a number of pillars, portions of nn(.ii|ue 
work, thresholds, door-frames, and sundry oiber pieces of fine masonry 
fir windows, eic, well adapted for the purpose id' beam ifviij ii the religious 
struct ii.ru be desired to adorn. Of those also, ''some were of porphvriie 
Stone, soioo of divers- binds of marble, touch, and alabaster, besides m;.i:y 
curious devices of hard metal; in (hiding whereof, bo thought himself an 
happy 111110, and his success to bo greatly guided by St. Alban.'" The 
good abbot also found " many pilars of brass, and sockets of bitten, ala- 
baster, in:-:] tench, all which he laid aside by great, heaps, intending to 
employ ihem in laying the foundation of a new abbey, but tiied before he 
could commence the building." 3 The examination of the things already 
(ii.scO'.ei-i.id by E id red , was prosecuted by his successor, Abbot Kndmcr, 
and led to a further search in the ancient walis of (lie city, which we.s 
rewarded by the diseoA'ery of nutuerous ether pieces " of excellent work- 
manship." The emissaries of the iibbot, in the progress of their re- 
searches, eaiue to some vaults underground, ,: in which sl.ood certain idol--, 
and a number of altars, very superstiliously and religiously adorned, as 

1 Agrieob served tiui'ici- Petilius " :n an orshiai-v m purity, [a.o. 70.] and 

seared (lie cor a daniicrs of the war." | Tacitus. ] I'etiliii" (ideal's luid cu- 

coiintei-ia.l die [in pittites in ninny iiiittli-s. Vemisius holding liiin at. any, and rc- 
liviiniiLj* to tint Inst unconquiTcd. [Milton.] 

" llolinshed. a Punnaut. * Holinshed. * Ibid. 
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the pagans 11 ml most probably left them in time of necessity. Tl'.e images 
were farmed of sundry metals, and some of tliem of pure gold, and the 
altars were richly covered. Eaduier removed all the ornaments from the 
altars, and appropriated thorn to his own building, and destroyed an im- 
mense number of these idols, which were only admirable for beauty of 
eunsi.tuefiou, but unavailable in point of material. Many curious pots, 
jugs, and ei'uses'of stone and wood were taken up hy hirn, most artifi- 
cially wruui;'iil. and earved, with an immense quantity of household slaii, 
as if the whole furniture of tbo city had been brought thither for the 
purpose of being hid in the vaults." Tbe spot of this singular discovery 
seems to have been used as a place of burial ; for Kmlracr is said to have 
found there pots of gold, silver, brass, glass, and earth, some of which 
were filled with ashes and bones, and the mouths turned downwards, 
which vessels being broken in pieces by the abbot, the metal was melted, 
and reserved for the purpose of ganush.ng the church. 1 

The fact of the discovery of such a rpiantily of rich furniture, in such 
a spot, is accounted for by the alarm which tbe people naturally felt, on 
the approach of the Queen, after her recent successes.^ The wealth 
the place is expressly mentioned as on o of the causes 
Boadicea, it being the site of one of the British Mint: 
may be distinguished on the coins, though the name of the reigning 
prince is not legible. 2 

This noble seat of Roman grandeur combined with British industry, 
shared the fate of Camalodunuui, being laid was. to willi fire and sword: 5 
ami so "cncral a scene of carnage ensued, that the ioss of the Romans 
and their allies, on the occasion, is said to have amounted to 70,000 
men. 4 The fate of the nranicipium has been chronicled by the pen of 
Spenser, who, in character of the Genius of the place, says: — 



liv Iloiuuii vicUii's, which it won of yore; 
T::!,ul;]i nouclit at all T.ut ruins new 1 be, 
And lie in mine own ashes, as ye sec. 
Vorluinc 1 was : wlmt lnjnts it what I was, 
Sith now I am bill wouJs and wasteful grass?" 

Ruins of Time. 
It is necessary to turn from tbe footsteps of the ruthless Boadicea, 
and to trace tbe progress of the Roman general from Mona, where he 
was staying at the time of these signal losses. 

Suetonius, oil receiving news ofl.hese disasters, qaitted Anglesey, and 
with tile greatest intrepidity marched through a hostile country towards 
London/' "by ilio great British road, called Walling street, 6 which ran 
■ floUiLs.li.Ml ; who observes that " numbers of vessels of u similar kir.il. llnivisji 
of finer enrtl). el" sis or eiebt juuloiis a piece, were ii.iuiu, a.m. )o7b, in a well at 
1 . : . I ! • ■ M:,^iLL:..ii!LUi, iii Norfulki and also in Henry Vlil.'s reiga, containing eld 
British corns and those of tho Roman Emperors." 

1 Pennant. 3 Girald. Cambrensis. 

' Tacitus, Speed, C. Daniel, Howel. * Giraldus Camhrensis. 

B The nuted Watting Street, winch was the direct road from Chester (the city 
or' the Legions) to Dover, did not enter London, [Dr. Stnliclcv,] but ia its coarse 
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iriiin:'. oately from Wales by Wrnxeror Wall, TTlgh Ore-;-, Teweestor ami 
Veruluui, io London; ami iic-ofsarily lie wsis compelled k> psiss through 
the dominions of tin- leeni in Leicestershire mid Northamptonshire. 1 

Notwithstanding the many difficulties and dangers which necessarily 
attended this progress through a hostile country, Suetonius l.'auliuus ,-uc- 
eoeded in reaching T.oiiiidi) in safety. 

The Roman general was at first doubtful, whether he should not fix oil 
that place us the scsit of the war ; iiiimy considerations, however, deterred 
him ; and the smallncss of his own army, sis well us tlio fatal temerity of 
J.'cii'.iiis, made him determine by the sacrifice of one province to secure 
the rest. 2 Vain wore the prayers and tears uf the wretched inhabitants, 
nothing could sbsike the resolution of J'auliuus, or divert him from his 
plan, when once kid out in his own mind. The signal for a march was 
given, and those only were left behind who by advanced ago or weakness 
could not follow.* 

The Queen had not forgotten that in the season of her deepest sorrows, 
when all other Britons had flocked from every quarter of the island 
to nor standard, tlio Londoners alone had hung back : Ibis act bad marked 
them out sis objects of especial indignation and vengeance, sind too soon 
was her wrath to iall on all that, were found; she advanced upon the 
city, took it, and put to the sword all that were found. Thus had she well 
gained the surnames of "'the Warlike" and "the Victorious!" 

A change was, however, at hand ; the wheel of fortune was turning, 

and the period that was to terminal..- her frantic vengeance wos approach- 
ing. Suetonius, though be had forsaken the city of .London, had not 
removed far distant, having encamped bis forces in the neighbourhood, in 
a quadrangle of about ISO feet in extent. 1 

It was a moment of terrible excitement for the contending parties, 
when the respective lesiders, prior to the contest which wsis to decide 
their fortunes, impressed upon the multii udes who were assembled, their 
hopes of success ami sentiments of patriotic courage and enthusiasm. 
With very dill'crent bo|ies were they inspired. The Queen's countless 
throng, elated with compicst, and certain of success, was without order of 
battle. Their wives and children were brought with them, as witnesses 
of tneir valour, : ' or assistants in (hi: tight, while those intended sis spec- 
tators only, were plated in waggons around the spot- fixed on for their 
engagement. The waggons or carts used as land carriages by the Jh'kous 
prior to the introduction of the conveniences and luxuries el' life by [be 
iloiuuus, were thus employed in warlike expeditions, and (lie chariots 

from Yeruhou, am! Jilstrcc or Snellsimasla, civ.sscd the Oxford mad lit Tyburn, 
ii.iiu tlienoc run to the west of Westminster | Mijo'um ' over t!.e Th-ones, and on- 
ward into Kent. I'Voin Tyburn (his road proceeded "o\'t:r |i*rl. of Hyde Pnri, by 
May Fnir, " thi.:uu;j] St. James's l'ark to rlie streel by (Hd l'alaee Van!. ended 
the Woo! .Staple, to the Thames ; tliei-e formerly stood nn old cute, oeo pso-i of 
the a roll of whieh is s'i:: left, but not Roman. I)u the oy.posilo side o:' the river is 
St mi c Gate I'Yrry. '.vii'cii is the eoet.iniialioii of ilii-' street to Canterbury, and so 
to the three fumeiis sen-ports, lliitupisc, llubiuij, and Lemntinis." 

1 Hoare'a Notes on Girald. Cambrensifl. ■ Girald. CaJubreieis. 

3 Taeitns, Speed, ' Hone's Every-Dny Book. * Sharon Turner. 
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tin- }■ used stn eonvoyanecs fi-.r travelling aeeomtmalaiiou being rendered 
equally available both for peace and war. On tlie chariots of war, how- 
over, immense drums wore constructed, by strcichiug skins over them, 
widen emitted very powerful sounds. 

The British chariots, willed by them KwJ</., and by Tacitus Covini, 
were guided by llie principal warrior; the; Britons esteeming it must 
bououi'abie to drive tin: car into tin; thickest of thcenemy's ranks, and to 
distinguish themselves by bniving every da oyer : it was the custom for a 
number of combatants to mount together on the same vehicle. The 
practice of lighting in chariots, in use among the Britons, ha? been com- 
pared to that among the Trojans of eld, as described by Homer; but 
this difference existed with the (Ireoksand Trojans, thai tlie driver of 
the chariot was secondary in rank to the chief of high renown who 
fought. 

In one of these warlike cars, such as we have described in the history 
of Oa.nismandua, appeared Boadieca and her two daughters, who sat 
before her. The Queen drove through the ranks of her faithful fol- 
lowers, and, in torn, addressed herself to the several rations who bad 
assembled in her behalf: "This was not," she said, " the first time that 
the Britons had been led to battle by a woman; but now she did not 
come to boast the pride of a. long line of ancestry, nor even to recover her 
kingdom and the plundered wealth of her family." H\\C took the field, 
like the meanest among Ibeui, to assert tlie eanse of public lieerty, and 
to seek revenge for licr body, seamed with ignominious stripes, and her 
two daughters, injured beyond forgiveness. 

"But the avenging gods," urged the Queen, "are now at hand. A 
Roman legion dared to face the wavlike Britons ; with their lives they 
paid for their rashness; those who survive the carnage of that day. lie 
poorly bid behind their entrcnehmclils, meditating nothing but how to 
save thenisiihes by an ignominious (light. From the din of preparation, 
and the shouts of the British army, the Romans even now shrink back 
with terror;- — -what will be the case when the assault begins '! Look round 
and view your numbers. Behold the proud display of warlike spirits, and 
consider the motives for which we draw the avenging sword. On this 
spot we must either conquer, or die with glory ; there is no alternative. 
Though a woman, my resolution is fixed ; the men, if they please, may 
survive with infamy, and live in bondage." 1 

The army of Suetonius amounitd to Jl.l,(H.lQ teen, while that of Boa- 
dieea was said to be 2b > (l,(H.K). The Romans consisted of the 14th Le- 
gion,' the standard-bearers of the 12lb, and the vexillarii of the li til 
i,egi:i:i, which was under the command of Agrioola : there were various 
rein force me nls from the neighbouring places besides. IVubiis Posthumus, 
master of the 2nd Legion, called Augusta, had been appointed to lead 
the forward-go aid, but, refused the orders of bis general with contempt, 
and wilbdtfjw from the approaching engage* ecu:. ; after the battle, he was 
so grieved at having lost his share of the glory, that be slew himself. ' 
Tin: iii'iriit disparity of men between the Roman and British forces, would 

1 TaeittiE. * Ibid a Girald. Cambrensis, Speed. 
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considered the scene of the fi 

says Gough, "it appears rati 

army after her march from C 

park of Copt Hall, and on ihesouth-e 

by Smart Lcthieullier, Esq., in a lette 

" Tills entrenchment is now entirely overgrown "wii 

U v,-:lh ti,r,„<..rly in the very heart tflbe fo.ost, n,,,!,,,, ,-,.. . ,,,,,,, ,. . . ..,,. 

sent torumko-rnad from Un,;„i, !o l-; r .pi,, 3 was nm.h. (aim,:-, vrithiu M.c »,„':: ,ry 

^'"■'■'j; ■l-^>v r: ., 1 „v:tl l ,. !; l 1 , llll .:,,v: ll ,lM.f l , ; \u.ri,, ,-,.„.,„- 1„ , , t ,■: i' 

tnt be thence perceived, by reason of tiiu ivood that covurs it. It is ,..f S!l ; ;Ti; . 






jf Eoadieca by Suetonius. "To me," 
.' been n re?lii)g;-plaee for the Queen's 
m." This spot, lviiicJj is opposite tin; 
■jrio of tlio Loiiiion in.id, -,vns described 
the celebrated antiquary. Mr. Gough. 
•grown with eld oaks and h.iviibeaias. 
ireet and no road near it, till the pre- 
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The conduct of Pcenius Posthumus, after the successful termination 

of tliu engagement, has been mentioned already. The 11th, 13th, and 

Mih begums »(]■( liberally rewarded for their bravery by Nero. 

Boadiecu, on beholding the entire; overthrow of her army, determined 
to put an end at once to her life and misfortunes. Her own loi'ly spirit 
lvj ; unsubdued, but she scorned to bceouie the spectacle of common ;;ik 
in a Unman liiumph, as she full well remembered was the fate oHier 
brother, the noble Uaractaous, nor could she stoop lo be (lie vassal of her 
eonquerors/ will. Like Cleopatra, blic determined by poison to rerir.iir.ito 
her existr nee. consistently preserving to the last the faith -lie bold nun 
her people, whom in her speech she bad assured that she would not sur- 
vive a defeat, to live cither in infamy or bonds. 

The heroic and unfortunate Queen was interred with honour by her 
faithful ilirititih followers. Some, who think the last decisive battle was 
fouehi near Winchester, then a royal city, say that her remains were 
carried thiiher in slato for interment; 1 but so divided are historians on 
the subiecl. thai Salisbury Plain has been asserted to be the su.(i oi the 
fierce contest, and Stonebcnge itself the spot where the bones of the 
Qneen were laid. 

This mysterious monument, the Cor Cam- of the LrP.oiiS;. would, 
indeed, have been fitting for the resting-place of a woman so renowned, 
whose -great despair 1 '' required some emblem which should, for ages 
after her, excite awe, terror, and amazement in the mind. 

lloaoieea, during thirty-two years, had enjoyed the rank and dignity 
of a queen, wiUmut oil her prosperity or happiness accompanying the regal 
honours. Deserted bv her husband for another, her children bnmded as 
illegitimate, she had "evinced, under every trial, a spirit worthy of her 
race. On being restored to the position she formerly enjoyed as quccu- 
ronsort, she employed her influence for the benefit of the people, and 
kcpl faith with the" Romans till, on her husband's death, they themselves 
roused, by their conduct, the spirit of "the Lioness," as Clddas calls 
her and broii'dil. upon them her resentment and revenge. Kven long 
before, her heart, must have bled for the bitter trials of her gallant bro- 

(oili.v lieure, ruther Jon^essc from cast to west, and on a. senile ileelivity to the 
sonth-eiist. .11 eontains uenriy twelve :;eies, unci is stirm mined '.y a dneh .net a 
liiah kink, much worn down 'by time; Ihotieh where there are angles, they are 
tfii: vnn hold and hifth- There are no r^iem- imcnm-s like gi.tewn.is or eu- 
Ci-iinees.'umy two iilnccs whore the iiank bus keen cut ihr..aeh, :ieo the mien 
lilted up lei'-'t lately, in order to make a straight roiu.! tVi.tn llelakn (.Is-.-.en to i:p- 
,.■,■■ Mi -hri'. The bonndarj between the parishes oi ffaltham and Epping rang 
oxaoilv thread) I'.e middle, of (his entrenchment; whether .eoTied s:. en.ea ,y 
V.y ilie first scii.lers of those houmiaries. r.r on purpose, as it v.iis Hum a remark- 
;■;,!,. ;,..,- nferuuuci, 1 leave In hotter jiulitiucuts In conjecture. .As I oil-, ;i:-.;l no 
reason lo ii.tiriuulc lie- em.rer.chiiicer either to the liouiuns, Saxons, or Danes, 1 
cannot help eoneltehne- it lo li:,tt been :t lirilish onph.ium, mid pcrnuu- had -ante 
)v'.-,;i.:ii la o|:ei- remain- oi' Inai. people, which ore liiscovernhle in otiv kn-OHt. It 
is oislnul from Fiiiehl, where the coils and Ihr-e w ' 

ten miles: am! nhoiit cie;oi. iVom Siivostoke I'oi n, where we visited the lem- 

plum Alfltum."— Goiiyii'a C«iuikn, in Essex, vol. ii. p. 49. 

1 Hoare (see ?oles on Girald. Cumh.) suys the spot is extremely Ue-ubtful; it 
was certainly south of London, and he thinks somewhere in Surrey. 
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tbof Caraotaona, whom she had beheld given up, after his honourable 

defence of her own wrung!-, to the insults of Ms enemies, and led in 
triumph to Rome. Boadioea the Warlike, displayed on all occasions, 
an heroic spirit and incredible valour, worthy of the celebrity she obtained 
in her own and succeeding times. 

Many Britons were taken prisoners in the last fatal battle, but, never- 
theless, great numbers had escaped. These would have renewed the 
contest, but, 'lie death of the Queen defeated l.bcir [iurpo.se. and they were 
forced to submit to their fate, and to disperse. 1 At the close of the battle, 
the two unfortunate sisters, daughters of Eoadieea, completely armed, 
were still lighting on the field. The Romans made them their prisoners, 
and conducted them to the presence of Suetonius, who, to his honour, 
expressed fo them the greatest indignation at the treatment they had 
formerly experienced, and promised to mahe whatever reparation was 
possible.* Nor did he falsify Ids word. The eldest princess was married, 
a few months after, by bis arrangement, to Mai'ius, the Roman who had 
wronged bee, 3 and wlmui historians call the brother-in-law of Boadicea, 
the youngest, daughter of the late Queen, 1 who, with her mother's name, 
inherited her undaun-od character and her misfortunes. 

Marins was crowned with a golden crown, and appointed to govern part 
of the cniHp.iered country : the district, was in die neighbourhood of Kendal, 
and the prince being nailed also " Wcslmcr," it derived from him the 
denomination '■' Westmoreland." ' It lias peaceably ruled by tins prince 
during live years, the whole of which time he maintained amity with his 
protectors, the Romans, and distinguished himself bv prudence, valour, 
and wisdom. One], his son, received a Roman education, and succeeded 
to the throne in after-years, paying (lie usual tribute- money to the Em- 
perors: his son Lucius was the first Christian King of the Britons, of 
whom mention will bo made in the history of Owenissa. Marins died 
A.D, 78, and was interred at Carlisle. 

A fear of the rival claims of Boadicea, the sister of his wife, had in- 
duced Marins to banish her from bis territories, she being entitled to 
share the cpioeuly honours of her sister. Her fate was as disastrous as 
that of bee neither, and she had shared every vicissitude of her fortune; 
and though the wife of Marins withdrew from the struggle, her spirit 
was yet tin conquered. The subjects of Marins were hers by right of 
inheritance, and loyally attached to her service and person, as well as to 
that of her sister. Her cousin, Oorbred Ga.h.l, King of Scots, had been 
her associate in infancy; and gratitude for his nurture, entitled her to 
expect ids support and assistance in opposition to the Roman power. 
Boadicea accordingly assembled a numerous army composed of Britons, 
men of Brigantia and of the Isle of Man, resolving to struggle for the 
vengeance which she still considered incomplete. She put to sea with 
her forces, and landed in Galloway, the whole of which was at that time 
in possession of the Romans, and at Kpiake they had fixed their head- 
quarters. 

1 Stowa, Milton. > Holinshed. 3 Scott, Ilomislied, 
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The precise spot where the younger Boadicen landed is not stated ; 

but she is said immodiaiely after to have marched in the dead of mghl, 
unknown to the Romans, to the place where her enemies had encamped. . 
Coming thus suddenly on the tents of the unprepared Romans, B-ceaera 
and \hc Britons slew many of their most valiant leaders with their sol- 
diers, and would have entirely de-troyed the whole of their forces, had not, 
Pelilias, the Bomau gencral,"bcen alarmed, and prepared great lights or 
torches of pitcdi and vesin, which being (brown into (ho faces of Boafhcea's 
troops, enabled htm to discover and repulse them. By this means tbo 
Romans gained time to put themselves in order and defend their camp 
uut.il the'mormng; for being apprehensive of farther danger, they did not 
quit their tents to pursue the Slight. When daylight, arrived, they made 
an onset on the Britons and put them to the rout. 1 Nest day Boadieea, 
went, lo hlniako, which she tired, and in it the whole Roman garrison was 
destroyed. 

It was .some little time afterwards, that Petilius pursued and routed the 
followers of the Princc-s Boadieea. and made her his prisoner; it occurred 
in the following manner :— A Roman legion* had been deputed^ l^soine 
her person, and by means of using great expedition, laid an ambii-h,hy 
which stratagem they contrived to enclose her with a great, part of nor 
followers. On being captured a second time, expecting to be pot to a 
barbarous death, she is said to have followed the example of (.he V-tecn, 
her mother, and put a period to her exister.ee. Other writers affirm that 
she was brought alive into the presence of Petilius, and interrogated by 
him respecting her enterprise; upon her making a courageous answer, 
she was slain on the spot by his soldiers: it is not, however, certain tiiat 
IVliliiis himself either deigned or commanded the death of Boadieea the 
Younger. 3 

Auricula, on returning to Urare after the defeat ami death of ..viiduiea, 
was/for his brilliant successes, raised to the patrician rank by Vespasian, 
and soon afior to the government of Aquitnine. Tacitus writes thus of 
hisiL, during bis consulship: "Though I was then very young, he agreed 
to a marriage between me and his daughter, who certainly might have 
looked for a prouder connexion. " The nuptial ceremony was not per- 
formed till the term of his consulship expired. Soon after Agneola was 
appointed Governor of Britain, with the additional honor of a seat, jn the 
pontiiicai college, lie arrived in Britain A, i). 78, and governed during 
the reigns of Vespasian, Titus, and llomitian. Having resolved to subju- 
gate the island, and render if of actual service to Rome, ho earned ins 
urms northward, defeating the Britons In nearly every e ncounter.' 

1 Holinahed, 

'' A legion consisted of six thousand ti 
of :>. legion, though "chief cohorts-" "" 
finpin, 

1 The following year, a. u. 73. 1'cti.lius was succeeded hy Julius Frotitinus, a 

man of eminence and inR.i-nmt.ion, distmguisS.oil as a l.iwyer tend so.uiev, ami us 
touch renowned for virtue as talent. 

' In a decisive action which :.o»k place in Oolcdonot, in the ocb'hbeoili-,,.! of 
die Unin>[iiaji Hills, the beets, witii their heroic eliielta'ii, tiiilguciis, were de- 
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' Murj.lij's Tacitua. 



a ^ Google 



GWENISSA THE FAIR. 

l'i :!:?.: nil! influence ol '.Vooien — A L'enut:i!Lui sent to Home to fetch Oweni.-sa as die 
bride or" ArvhiieLis— dusrums of Keoiuin he.; iuI.IlmIs — t.i woins.-.a's c.uiik' Slip is 
supposed to be ille^ii.hinilo — I, hies of Ilardii:;; on tin; Marriage of Arviragus 
and Gwenissa — The flowery mend— tlloucostor Imilt in honour of the event — 
Crowns of j;olr.l — Tin' fhoeeror Claudius returns to Howe — Festivities ill his 
honour — Beauty of Owcni;sn — Tin- love of her 1 1 ns-lisiiiii fur her — Its transient 
duration — He breaks with Home — Olworhssu as Winner of Peace — Vespasian 
remains in Britain — Asserted visit to ]>rit;i:n oi' Joseph of Ariinathea — The 
Twelve Hides of Cilnstoii- -Change, in tho fortunes of G wenissa — Arviragus 
forsakes her for Boadieeu- -.tilii; dies of iirief in giving Mr th lo her son Marias. 

Here is a father now 
Will truck his daughter for :i furei^o venture, 
Mi.ke her the srup-j.oip to mini! oanker'd loud, 
Or iliri"; her o"or, like Junsh. lu Ihe fishes, 
To appease the sea at highest.— S,r Wiiiui- Sratl {Oid 1'Ui'j). 
Was never king more highly maguifide, 
Sou dredd of Romans. t:i;m was Arvirage. — Spavser. 

There arc few histories which do not present instances of the political 
The wife, ;l;e drmghrer, the mother, or the friend, 
I, become tho arbi tress of the destiny of an 
empire; mid frequently lms it happened, that her happiues,-, sometimes 
even her life has been offered up as a sacrilioe in her country's welfare. 
Such \v;is the case with C weniss;i, one of the most interesting tpieens of 
Roman Britain. 

The circuit) stances of the divorce of Arviragus from .Hoadioea have 
been already recounted, and how lie assented to t.iic proposals of Claudius, 
tii receive his daughter tiwenissa it: marriage, after having made a formal 
declaration uf his submission to the Homau umpire. A depulaiioit was 
tin: ret'..: re dispatched to .Home, lo briny over to litis country the royal lady 
who was to replace the repudiated Queen. 

The laurel, the badge of joy and victory, was usually affixed by the 
Romans to their letters of dispatch after success against the enemy, 1 and 
was the emblem of the successful terniimil ion of the expedition under 
taken by Claudius. It was also a custom, in the Homau form of be- 
troilud, for the bridegroom to send to his bride a simple -iron. ring, which 
did not contain any stone, hut was symbolical of the lasting bond of 
which it was the type, lu "Britain, as well as Gaul, at this linn.:, these 
rings were worn en the middle linger.' At Home, (he number of rings 
en a person's hand denoted the high rank of the wearer, and many of 
these bore eiij;ravitiy:s of 1 larpnerutes, and uf the Kgvptmn deities. Tn 

1 And a!so placed on tr.e sj ear-; and javeaus of the soldiers. — I'liiiy. '' Winy, 

7 oil 
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tlid reign of Claudius no gold seal or ring was permitted to bear the 
portrait <>f t!io Kmpcror, without rm aet of especial license ; but Vespa- 
sian, some time after issued an edict permitting rin^s and brooches lo 
bear the imperial image. 'Tin; simple iron ring wa.s accordingly con- 
veyed to the Roman Princess by the ambassadors of the Emperor. 

The beautiful G-wenissa, on her father's side, was directly descended 
from Anthony, (lie Triumvir, and the couth' a.nd virtuous Oeta.via, si-ter 
of the Emperor Augustus. Antouia the younger, daughter of Octayia, 
by her marriage with f)rusus, brolhor of Tiberius, had two sous, Ger- 
manious. and Claudius— (he fiilher of Gwenissn, whoso paternal ancestors 
were therefore this noblest in .Rome. Her maternal relationships are 
not, however, so easily determined. 

Shortly before Claudius had departed for Britain, ho married Jlessa- 
limi, the mother of Octavia and J'ritannieus. By his first union with 
Plautiii Urguhmillu, he had an only son. This lady, to whom be had 
been married in the reign of Tiberius, was repndiafed by her husband 
wiib great ignominy, being convicted of infidelity, and other crimes. 
Claudia, l.be innocent oft'spiing of her guilt, was condemned, at the age 
of live months, to be exposed at her mother's door. Subsequently to 
this, Claudius tool; iElia 1'elinii, a lady of high birth for bis wife/her 
father being of consular diguily. After bearing a daughter to the Em- 
peror, named Autonia, /[<!iia Pet-inn was divorced, but oil wry shght 
grounds. Mow, if Gwenissn was the legitimate daughter of Claudius, 
she must have been the offspring of Ids first or second marriage; yet is 
her name unnoticed by Suetonius, who enumeral.es, in exact sued -siai, 
the several wives of Claudius, and mentions not only Antouia and Oc- 
tavia, but even the illegitimate Claudia. 1 It appears more likely that 
Cwonissa was the daughter of vKlia l'etina, than that Claudius should 
have offered to Arviragus a lady — only bis daughter by adoption — in 
order to procure such a. peace as might enable him to appear in Rome 
without disgrace ; which is the opinion some commentators on this sub- 
ject have adopted.' 

On the site of the modern Ilos.piee de I'Authpiuille, at Lyons, for- 
merly stood (.lit; Roman palace of Claudius, who was a native of that 
city. There, at some period, I lo. 1 fliuperor and his family had resided ; 

but at the time of which we are writing, Mesealina held her court in 
Rome. To Gwenissa, who was residing there under the cure, it may be 
presumed, of a dangerous and too celebrated step-mother, the imperial 
embassy was addres.-ed. The emissaries of Claudius departed from Bri- 
tain in the 'autumn, and returned in the following spring, bringing over 
liiu young princess in safety. 5 Tin; ip.iaiui lines of Idarding thus record 
the arrival of the Roman bride : — 

" Thuiie Claudius sente (or (fame Ciennyce, 
His doughter fair, full niiinaiJj to stse: 
She came iu haste, as then it might suffyce, 

1 (iriif'tiin calls (Iwi'uUsu i'.lceituieite. 

■ Rev. P. Roberts' Notes on British History. 

■ Geoff, of Monmouth, Brut y Tysilio. 
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To come oute from so farre 'ar.de and countrie, 

And in !, medo. with Umitvs of sji-eiitc hcaute", 
Wedded they v/ero ; wlifre I 'laud ins then made 
A cytee fayre, (Jayie Glove" to name it hall." 

Gwonissa. wa'? welcomed with groat honours on her arrival, and her 
reception from her aged father was affectionate in the extreme. The 

nuptial rite was afterwards performed with much solemnity/ as the pott 
relates — 





"In o me. 


ie with «■ 


.ures of gr 


Mttbea 


ntS,"' 




in prose 


nco of the whole 


court of 


both the 


Briti 


_h King a, 


id Roman 


.KlMfnTv 


r, their generals a 
laired a much larg. 


nd the 

.it- space 


soldiery. 
than the 


Bog. 




urso must 


have re. 


nary dwellil 


igs of the, 


.Britons. 


and not inappre 


ipr,;,lii!y 


the royal 


.^po' 


usals were 


celebrated 


under t\ 


le broad expanse o 


f the: Jbll 


ie skv. wi 


th tht 


: enamelled 


carpel: of 


green t 


urf, bespangled y, 


ith the 


first '(low. 




d fairest pi 


■oinises of 


Spring, : 


ipread out beneath 


the feet 


of the yo 




id lovely br 


ido. 


The] 


isgeant at this iuai 


ispi^us 




was ii 


.posing, and the mind 


may cas 


ily picture the divi 


srs eh an 


aitors [hot 


e asse 


mhled: the 


;,_v,l Km- 


in- mu 
men, tin 


is young daughter 


, the ha< 


.ghty Arv 




, who had i 


mide even 


fatber-in-law tremble by h 


is power :. 

, n 0XI.llt.it 


■h'f ha- 


.very, and i 


.vhose fec'- 
tbo stai.es- 
uncivilized 


! generals, and legi 




Tasting wi 


th the 


roughed 


forms ;» 


,d garb of the nati- 


,-e Hritr.T 










Like 


many other royal 


nuptials 


, the semblance 


of joy su 


pplied the 


place of 


its reality. Butt 


o ihc yr. 


U ng bride 


all sc 


otiied fair, a 


nd she rip- 


pears to 


have been quite o.i 




til 1UT lot. 


At her suggeatii 


Hi, Arvira- 


gus proposed to his father-i 


n-law the ercetioi 


lofai 


lew eiiy on 


tiio Mono 


of their 


espousals, comma 


moriitiye 


of the oi 




Ctaudim 


; \vi]iii';;]y 



assented, and in person laid the foutidation of a city to which he gave 

own name, calling it ("lauilio-eoster, now (lloueoster. It contained a 
temple to the Emperor in which, if Taeitus is to be depended on, he re- 
ceived the honors of a deity. The Romans over worshipped their' rulers, 
in the empire, with extravagance, and the affability and generosity Clau- 
dius testified towards the Britons, in whieli perhaps ho was desirous of 
semiring their future goodwill for Ids daughter, having made a very 
favorable impression, the Rrif.ons perhaps, followed their example in tins 
respeet, without disinclination. 

The building of the Roman eit.y proceeded with alacrity, and as soon 
as it was completed, a Roman military osfabiisoinont. was j.'laeod there, 
by consent of tho Britons ; in this arrangement Claudius testified not only 
his desire io suture his conquests, but to afford a security for the future 
safety of his daughter. An army of regular legions, and a largo body of 
auxiliaries, had accompanied Claudius into Britain, from which due' ar- 

1 William of Maiiiiesbni'y usui-ibes (lie tnoldiof.- n:' the city of Gloucester to 
Claudius, the father of Gloni, who, lie says, was his son "by a British jrirl 
named Gewissa." 
a Lewis, Harding, Tanner. 
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rangomonts were ma.Je by selecting tie persons most lit to colonize the 
new Roman station. 1 

As if to leave nothing incomplete, the Marriage of ArviragUS and 

Gwi.nissa vas a second timo celebrated :it Bud's Town, the capital of the 
Trinobi.utes. where it was followed by many regal I'esl. ivories, and tbo 
crown was formally placed on the head of the British King and his Ro- 
man bride. The crowns of our ancient liritish sovereigns were mostly 
made of pure gold, though it appears from some ancient (mils, that Cym- 
beliin; also wore a liliot ijf pearls. 2 They were worn on iiearly all stale 
occasions, whether in battle, in processions fur religions festivities, or on 
the occasion of meeting in council, not only by ihe Kings, but the Queens 
also. We are expressly informed of an untoward accident which occurred 
to the Queen of Cal.liir the Great, whose gulden crown wa.s, sfii/mi. from 
her at ;i grand convention, held at, Tani, A, D. 141,* Some of these 
golden crowns were afterwards displayed by Claudius- on his triumphal 
entry into Rome, among other spoils taken from the Britons; they were 
of beaten gold, and one— a present from Spain to the Emperor — weighed 
seven pounds, while another, he had received from that part of Gaul 
called Crmiiitsi, weighed as much as nine pounds. 4 A British naval 
crown of gold was, moreover, placed by Claudius close by the civic crown, 
over the gate of the Imperial Palace of Bonio, in token of his victory 
over the liritish sea, when be crossed it. s 

The period of Claudius's visit to Britain is by sotne said to have been 
extended to two years, wdiile oiIiits say a few months only. As soon as 
pea.ee was established, and Arviragus settled iu the government, as a, 
tributary of Rome, the Emperor hade a final adieu to bis son and daugh- 
ter, and returned to Home, being everywhere received with the honors 
of a conquering hero; a triumphal arch was erected at Boulogne, com- 
iiieniorative of his victories over the Britons. ITc entered Home in 
triumph, attended by his captives of war; the Empress IMessalina follow- 
ing liiiti :it a. distance as lie proceeded through toe city, in ii. chariot mag- 
nificently adorned. On arriving at the capital, Claudius mounted i.ue 
steps on his knees, supported on each side by his two sons-in-law, Silauus 
and Pompey. 8 The surname of Britannieus was awarded to the Emperor 

1 " About the middle of rVbruary, 18IH. some men in tins cniy.loyoie.ut of Sir 
IV. Jliclis, liit-oufit, while iTirp-inr; up the root? of an old ash -tree, which they 
lvert! inn] li:;.i'd in fell, at Cooper's Mill, about i'mi- miles from (iloocesror, catac 
to a iiir^c stone tlost excited Itieir curiosity. On removals: a, they discovered a 
(tight ofstor.s leading to an apartment, in die centre of which v/ijh a cistern about 
a yard square; in clearing the room, the skulls of a imifa.lo ami a hulloek, with 
limis run: pi etc, and llm remains of il :irephjce wiili n euantitv of wood ashes, 
were likewise found. A fortnight afiei winds, four more apartriieots were Jis- 
covorei.I ; in one of win eh is n very curious te-.-cll:;t.cd pa vein cut .;the tessera are 
cubes of about, ludf-an-inch), also the remains of several urns ami figured dies 
of li.omn.ii pottery. The waits of one of the apartments, an..] ai-'o the passives, 
are painted hi frrmo, with alternate stripes of purple, yellow, ami scarlet, all of 
which Are beautifully shaded and curiously ornamented with sero'its and a bor- 
der. These interesting remains of antiquity have probable esisteo for upwanls 
of seventeen centuries."— JourtitU of Suai*:'tii,d tU Arts, 1818, Xo. IX, p. 144. 

'Seidell. ! O'Flahertj. * Pliny. s Ecliard. "Ibid. 
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After the first splendours of her marriage were passe 
had departed, Gwenissa the i'nir might, perhaps, have heaved more than 
one sigh for the luxurious scenes of Tier' youth. Imperious destiny, how- 
ever, had fixed in Jiritain her future home, and so groat an ascendency 
had the young Queen obtained over ll:o mind of the fascinated Arviragus, 
that Ik: seemed lo value her as his chioi' good, while, by Sue gonile sway 
of beauty and goodness, she obtained from all those who surrounded his 
person, unqualified admiration.' The passion, however, which her beamy 
had illumined, was of transient duration. After a time, the "late re- 
morse" of Arvira.gi.is awoke, to remind him that for her and her father's 
interest he had been compelled to divoree his earlier-chosen, and once not 
Iess-bcloved Boadicea, and that the mother of his children was hollering 
for her sake. Perhaps Arviragus, who had steeied himself against the 
pangs of conscience for a time, became their prey when he was able to 
perceive the true state of Ins circumstances, and that ids apparently splen- 
did posi:ii'iL was simply a condition of slavery. Impatient at his bondage, 
be at length resolved to assume, in his own person, (he grandeur arid con- 
sequence of a sovereign, and to assort his power ever both the Romans 
and .Ihitish people, whom lie bad been appointed by Claudius to rule 

erely as his deputy. Haughty, arrogant-, and overhearing, Ids conduct 
i the civilized Romans so much, that not choosing to submit to 



1 Butler's Lives. 
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the ostentatious display of wealth am! pmrn- in a barbarian, tlioy resen'od 
Lis attempt, Arvirueus took this as a pretext for breaking off his faith 
with his allies, the countrymen find friends of his Queen. Informati in 
was forwarded to (Hamlin- tlifit Aniragus had declared Ins iuuep'C-'cfK.v, 
on which the I'imperor despatched Vespasian to reduce him to obedience. 
The strucglo was again renewed, find the Hoiuan general laid siege to 
Exeter, Arviragus marched fo its relief, and a battle took place, in 
which much loss was sustained on both sides. At this critical juncture, 
the character of Cweuissa shines forth iii a very pleasing light. She 
Lad been much fiftiieted by the hostilities wliich had arisen between her 
father and hor husband, and undertook, iii person, the difficult task of 
arraogini: iin accemmoihilien between tlie hostile parties. The day after 
the battle, Gwonissa, in her character of the "Winner of Peace," bad an 
interview iirst wit.li one party, and then with the other, and through the 
iniiuence of her beauty and solicitations, succeeded in reconciling them 
to eaeh other. The result of her successful mediation was, that tile llo- 
mans and Britons united their rival forces, and proceeded m harmony to 
London in each other's company, and afterwards Arviragus paid the 
tribute-money to Vespasian, as formerly agreed upon with the Emperor.' 

The especial request of Queen Owenissa. detained Vespasian in Tiritain, 
during the following winter." The unsettled state of the country made 
her consider the presence of this distinguished leader in some measure 
lieeossa.ry to her own safety, and the late defection of her husband might 
have raised some suspicion of his fidelity to herself in her mind. This, 
the prolonged stay of Vespasian Mais calculated to dispel, and welcome, 
no doubt, must the society of this brave mid excellent, man have been at 
the court of lioman Britain. The future Emperor of Home had fought 
no less than thirty bai.de, under Claudius and l'laiitius, had subdued two 
mighty nations, and twenty towns, wil.li the Isle of Wight, then called 
Vectis; for his military exploits he was rewarded with triumphal orna- 
ments, the sacerdotal dignity, and consulship; nor was the renown 
of the young Titus, his son, who served under him in Britain, much in- 
ferior to ids own, as numberless inscriptions in Oermany, and in this 
country, are yet remaining 10 attest.'' While these distinguished guests 
were staying in Britain, the court resided at feud's Town. It w'as about 
this date thai Arviragus probai.Jy com me need the Castle of Windsor for 
his royal abode, though k is by some ascribed to a later period. 4 

While Vespasian yet tarried fit the court of Arviragus and Crwenissa, 
an event happened which William of Malinesbury records as a remarkable 
piece of ecclesiastical anti'|uity. lie slates, that when St. Philip the 
Apostle, fitter the death of our blessed Lord, was in Haul, prom id; wing 
the doctrines of Christian i iy, ne received information that, all i.liose horrid 
superstitions wdiicli he had ooscrved in the inhabitants of that country, 
and had vainly endeavoured, with the utmost labour and difficulty, io 
overcome, originated from a little island at 1.0 great distance from the 
continent, named Britain. Thither be immediately resolved to extend 
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the hi flu one.' "(' hi : > protroptH, ;iiid th.:s™tehed twcly-n of liis com jun ions 
and followers, appointing Joseph of Arimathea, wild, not long before, had 
taken his Haviuur from the cross, to superintend the sacred embassy. 1 Oa 
their arrival, Vespasian interested himself very warmly in their l.elie.lf 
with both the King and Queen, fo> whom ho rehilod a miracle Cuu^ernin;; 
St. Joseph : — 

Vespasyan pi-aied the kyn?, 
The queue also, to be to li via [rood iorde 
Arid good hntve, which they ^riuiiittJ in all thing. 



The royal protection was granted to the strangers, at the request of the 
Roman general, and thoy were hospitably ontiii't.aiued by Arviragus, 3 who, 
to compensate them fni' t.iieir hard and toilsome journey, bestowed on 
them, for a plane of habitation, a .small inland, which then Liy waste and 
nntillcd, surrounded by bogs ami morasses. To oaeh of the twelve fol- 
lowers of St, Joseph, tie appointed there a certain portion of land called 
a hide, sufficient for one family to live upoti, and composing altogether 
a territory to this day, denominated "The Twelve Hides of (llaston." 1 

This account of the first introduction of Christianity into Britain, 
singular and romantic as it may seem, is not undeserving of attention, 
as it is well known that St. Paul preaehed to the utmost hounds of the 
west; and we have excellent authority for believing that some of the 

1 Norman authoi it!e-. 1 131 e fissioned lu Joseph the credit of bcim; an aposilc to 
Bril:iin, and they are supported iiy the approving ,,p;ui,.. n of Cai-dmal Honii and 
Geeffrey of Jloiiiiiimlli. His pioi.misions have Ijc-ii del'emiod by TJif<..j:!silu^ [■ivniia 
in liis Dryijli y |)iif ttcsoed, aii.l tin: learned Chivies Howards in las Haiics y 
Ffydd. Leland tells us, that he laol with the ira-mont of Melkinus in the 
library of tjhisl.i.iubury : by wiiie-h lu: eeaol ailed, that illolldnus lia I n rilicn some- 
thing of ilie hist.iry of iiritaia, unit naNimihiviy sonictaiu- conccrnh:;; the an. 

ti 1 nit} of (lla-.r.onhury, aad Joseph of Arimathea. Hut. [.his story, s '.,•■]: ■■■]. 

"he sets 011 fool with mi I, uny coriaiu 1111 i hot," whim ki:s '.'Lis I earn ml anthpniry 

dissent lima him. And elsewhere, nhcu s|:eakinr; of the (.hisro.obnry liaditiini, 
he observes, ■■ that t.welie men ure suid in have i-.ciKi hither nailer ihe eonduel. of 
uii-a Joseph; but not Joseph of Avium then..'' Jiishop blillingtlcet, in his Orpines 
ihstiiieaeie (eh. i : ), lins s.bly esiiminud all the eircunistamn'S connected v.'ith (his 
tr;.(lir.ii.in. mid has satisfuciorih- proved the improbability of the mission o:' Joseph 
ef Ai-iiniithea to this country. No nienl.ion, tim, is made of it by Oildus, Uodo, 
Asserias, M;ii'i:inas iieuuis, or any oi' the earliest writers.— O/iroitkics 0/ !kr Ait- 
(:«■;:( Bi\!iiU Vinii-ch, imiu-ior it, Ike Saxun lira, p. 16. 

1 Harding. 

1 It is said that Arviraaus 
tismal rite. [Nennins.] St. 
which win- floured a cross — 

"Wliich shelde, by Joseph exhortation, 
lie bore, on him in febles of werre alwaye, 
Aui.l in his bauers and eote armour gaye. 

Ill rdili'j :: Cii re i< ,'.-/c . 

Thesa arms were used tin eia a'. Lirioiin, that eneh ninn might know his natioi 

by them. 

'Collmsou's Somersetshire; Biog. Brit. 
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Britain, 2 and many converts 

...il. If Vespasian WilS Elf. ill! 

n-uhir enough, as his si.ni Titus 



Apostles actually preached to the Britons. Theodoret, 1 who assert? this, 
declares the Pritons wove converts to St.. Paul; anil states,, that. Arisfo- 
bulns, a lish.ii) ordained by St. Paul, and sent to Britain S3 a missionary. 
was martyred a.d. 56. There is, indeed, every reason to believe, that 
the Christian faith was curly pi omul gated ii 
made prior to the defeat of Queen Boaiiio 
instrumental in esrublisliine: it hero, it is siu^ 

was the destroyer of Jerusalem, and disperses of the Jews throni'liou'- 
the world. 

Pompnnia Grsecina, wife of Plaullns, a lady of tlie court of Givemssa 
the Pair, .is thought to have been a believer in the Christian faith. _ Tins 
Roman matron was accused of having emhraeed a strange and iono-ii 
supersiition. for which crime she was condemned to be fried by her hus- 
band. According to the custom of the times, Phiut.tus convened her 
whole family and" relations for this purpose, and in their presence tried 
her for her "life and fame; after which he pronounced her innocent of 
anythiog immoral. 3 __ 

1 A bishop of the fifth century. 

1 Gildas fixes the event in the eighth year of Nero's reign. 

s Pomponia Gracilis-, return in" In llcir.i; alter the death of her husband, per- 
haps: it t ' l; oiji T >anv Kit). !.hc iinv.riso.u!..! Ciaracbu.ns and Ins family, became ac- 

qu»h I with OlBndiB Runna, Sladju auflyth, in the Brit.i-1, -■<■■ ooi. | .!an : .|,i,-r 

offhju lirilish prince, amlwhh her is name.! in the .li|;L K t.l«.H ut'ri!.. i'ioi . as Leiea; 

"sain:s of the bnusehoid nf <Vsar." She cvor afifir her I rial !c vnved r.:e ; 

lint tjio *i this inn' caused iminv writers M esteem her nf Hie (,'lnis Imt.i. it 

.lid il. I .|..-i.v (Kbl trim, addr<.ssin;r tn Ur the I'i.r.rtli llnak of h:s Me:aiim!|..ov-s. 
tier frier,:! Ibiudht, v.iih her husband and f.i.mi.y, uiin.edcil in tlie iil si hiib.am. 
oh,:-.,., ..f Rome, and are numbered amnna; die niosl eminent caily I b-i-liaus. 
[Fa-ion Miitvriil.i-v; Ai-cbbi-hoo t.sher.J They vaini iri er.il* el I :n :. ■■■i > o- 

tiid. win, addsc^oa ipieram in Aulns Iliii'ns Pmlor.s, on tiie bi] iy ■ is: .n 

nf Lis mirriaeo ie t'lioniiii : and another to tho you),;: lady hcrsoll, mi 'In: -Mine 
snbicet. as well as some complimentary verses on her beauty, from which the fol- 

"From painted Britons how was Claudia horn! 

'L'lio fair barbarian how itn arts adorn! 

When lioinan ehiuaus si Grecian suul commend, 

Alliens and Rome may tor the danu! contend." 

TLiber IV., Epigram 13.] A bonk of Epigrams and mi elegy on the dentil of her 

I, ,.', .1 ;;;■(■ ■",„: to have emanated [Voin Die gioiius of rids rnya.l lady, J.a.r.iH ; 

!"..,, alii VV. ndiios, j who. when her I'alher Caraoiiiocs obtained leave to renin: to 

liritira no, mined hobinii at tlie court ofRmno, when, she was nilcrmirns nailed 

t .\ [;. 1'iidons who «'a< ., lionian liTiigiit and i.f senitnriai ranli, as ivi-l! as a 

1 ,lv.'. ; -:,-..iie. of the ISononiau sect. Linus. who had boon honoured by an \[fW™ 

of Uarlial hoi.,- addressed to him. is i,:,no.:d wills l'ndon" ana ( Iambi. ■■. ■- I le 1. 

in the sociiiii .linisfle to Timothy. 'I'm- apnsilo visitod It.oin: a.u. o... oleyiai 

.(.,.. „i.- Claudia wont thithei' witii hor lather. It is even assenod II, in 

Tuio.l.o, the dbiqile oi' l'ani, was a son of Claudia by I'miens. |lt.,w. ■,.:■. h .M..na 

Antinn'i.l ami that it was oiviin: f:> rln- iiii|:sess : ..,n i is by hi. proaoi, :.: tank 

, i, i:,o" [Goof. ofM. -ivesthoilatoon.-.i.aus' t k«;k m I5'i. rieuno,- eivi- Ho 

do 1 ] I I s aihlrossed alolb-rto l-.loa- 

therius, then Pope of Ren:e, request in- farther instractions nn t- .■ ' .i-ei'i 
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Gwenissa the Pair was perhaps not only a patroness of the disciples and 

missiunat-ies of the new faith, but the mild doctrines tii'.'j- prcniujgaleil 
might have in flue need her many acts of generosity and kindness. .Hut 
t.ho crisis of her destiny, delayed fur a time, was at hand, i\rviragus, who 
had increased his power by timely submission utit.il he had become a 
terror l:o the neighbouring bangs, ;it last, elevated with pride, again resolved 
oi! assorting bis power, and, juining a confederacy of chieftains- who had 
assembled :i.t, Slircws.bury, annuie-st whom was Ouractactis, 1 was, as has 
been related, then reconciled !o ISoadicea. 

The news of the lina.l desertion by Arviragus of his fealty and his love, 
so deeply ii'feet.ed the unfurtuuatu (iwenissa, whose unmerited auA-eti'ui 
was (.bus spumed, that, overcome by tin; extremity ef her grief, the huur 
of maternal anguish was preioaltiii iy brought on, and, in the midst of her 
sufferings, she expired. 2 

The son to whom Gwenissa ga.ve birth, survived, and reeeived t'.K 
name of Marina, to which was afterwards added that of " West.ioer." 
With the death of Gwenissa ceases till information regarding the earlier 
British Queens, no record having been preserved of any until we eouie io 
those who were adventitiously so. In resuming the line we have to intro- 
duce a Roman-horn subject. 

with their fumily- ; whose example wis imitated afterwards by their subjects, (lie 
inhabitant; ui'lissf-s, .Susses, and Surrey ; [Wervor; ist.ulin^tle.c.t ;J and thus t!:e 
doctrines cf Jesus became established in li;e is'.aml. Many churches were built 

by Lucius, particularly ilmse of Wincho-lcr i Wc-rmh.stei'. which lust occupied 

the sp"t on which now stands tlio venerable .\Mjev ul" St. Peter. In the, snbse- 
i[Uenr persccufion under llioclesmn, it WHS pudod di:Wi), and a l.emnh: to Apollo 
creeled from its ruins. 

bncius, tiu: lirsl, Christian monarch of 1-lurope, was called •' Lever Maur," or 
" the O'rrciit Lijilil:" because lie assumed lor Ids badge '-Use .Star of .Jacob,'' 
which may be seen upon bis cuius; two of which Lear the impression of the 
Cross, with the royal initials, L. U. C. 

The elceions example of Lucius anil his queen whs followed in Scotland, *, n, 
l-J.'i, wben Donald, brother of Lihodius, became Iting. Tibs prince sent ambus- 
Saitoi-ii to tiie rei™niii S pontiff, St. Victorious, requesting liim ;o scud over to hi;a 
soir.e religious men to instruct liiiasclf and his siibicols in tlio Christian faith. 
(In their arrival Hie Ling, queen, anil many of the nobility and people, embraced 
the fait.li with great zeal, though idolatry was not extirpated froro the cuuntry 
for many years after. [Scott's Hist, of Scotland.] 

' Geoffrey of Monmouth, lJolinshed. <• Cnston's Cbronicie, 
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JULIA "DOMINA." 

J alia, born in Phoenicia - - Julia. Jh-'Srs, her sister — Uoauty and 1:: lea is of Julia 
Dominn - ■ Hit ahslnise 1 i- ri i ■; i i i i q- — Iter asahitiiius views — Her arrival at tho 
imperial City — She is noticed hy the Kmores: — l.icr success — Her admirers— 
Severus — The Augury -■■ The Marriage ei' Julia — Children of Severus— Cara- 
cal la and Getn — llustwn .i-:vj:-i-.Ji I ion of Hove: -us — ) uliu. hecotues Empress — 
Tlicy £0 to Britain — Advance to Caledonia — I)iflicu';ict and Trials on the 
Campaign — Fulgent lays siege tc. York — Crue'.ty of Severus — Superstition 
of the Emperor — The Court at. York — I. usury and pc.irp — The Emperor's 
death — Enmity of thu Anlauines — lieluru to Home — Fratricide — Grief of 
Julia — Severity of Caracal ]a — - Supposed mimiap;c to her Step- son ■ — His 
Murder — Julia, dies — Her tiisicr's ddidion — J.lcr character as regards 



This celebrated woman was not descended from an illustrious faintly, 
Iter lather T'assus 1 n i 1 1 ■_! unrcly !i. priest of the sun at Eniessa, ;i town of 
J'hceuieia : and Julia ;So,'sunias, lior mother, had another daughter also, 
who is known in history as Julia Ab>e.sa, and who beoiime cijinlly distin- 
guished with her sister. 

The eldest daughter, whose fate it was to become elevated" to tho throne 
of Severus, the l'.oman Emperor, was by nature gifted with the roost 
ran: beauty, ho that she charmed all those who approached her ; which 
impression was rendered permanent by the superior ta'onts which accom- 
panied her personal endowments. The mind of Julia, however, was little 
in aceorda.neo with her personal qualities, for malice ami dissimulation 
were its characteristics, Tlio study of philosophy, geometry, and the 
various sciences, from an early age, was her pursuit, tbong'b no!, commonly 
the taste of her sex ; ;;nd tliis afterwards, rendered her capable of en- 
joying (he society of learned men, for site could converse freely with 
them on any subject- and not only did she think correctly, but her 
address was easy and graceful, ami her manner of writing elegant; so 
l.hiil. oo her elevation she proved herself competent to manage the most 
delicate affairs of tho cabinet. 

Julia, to all the shitijsf; qualif.ios calculated to give her influence, added 
ambition. She was inspired with the presentiment, that hers would he 
a !it;:h and brilliant destiny; and her acquaintance with judicial ;i*iT..l..i;ry 
liad led to a knowledge of the prediction that- her husband "should ot.c 
tiny become Emperor !'' The path of glory scouted to open before her : 
fail of hope and expectation, sin.. OjUifl.ed the obscure town to which she 
owed her birth, for Home, the theatre of the world, which she judged a 
wv.t-t.liv sphere fir the display of her charms and her genius. Julia J)o- 
niina was accompanied by Iter sister, no less eminently endowed in mind 
and person than herself. 

Scarcely was she arrived at the Imperial City, when she attracted the 
notice and was taken into the protection of the I'mprcss Anna .Faustina. 

(82) 
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Iii a city so devoted to magnificence and display, ilic lovely sisters eonhl 
Scarcely have failed to Lis admired. Julia, who was truly Syrian in her 
character, delighted in sports, shows, and evcvy sort of diversion l hat 
could gratify the senses. The high spirits in wdiich she appeared at 
these festivals, set forth her beauty to the most cbeming advantage, and 
always ensured some fresh conquests. A crowd of Livers was soon at 
her feet, ami among ike number, Sopiiiuius Sevcrus, then only a Hainan 
tribune. At. the time this bright star of foreign iuslro appeared in the 
horizon, with her combination of attractions, Severus, who had lost his 
first wife, 3f.ii.rtia, was revolving in his mind a second marriage, lie, 
iiho Julia, hail certain presages of his future greatness: same augurs, 
wheni lie had consulted respeo:hig a wife who would be likely to forward 
his ambitious views, being acquainted with the prediction concerning 
Julia, informed liim of it, ami gravely recommended the lovely Syrian as 
a. suitable, match. The superstitious Sevcrus readily conceived they 
were destined for each other, 1 while lier ambition, and the assurance that 
lier husband should arrive a! empire, had more influence o:i his heart 
than even her beauty. Already the favorite of the Emperor, he had 
greet interest- at court, and made so good an appearance, tba' Julia- did 
not doubt, of his being a. man whose preferment was certain. She readily 
aoocpled iiis offer, and thus the !ir>t grand step towards the accomplish- 
ment of the prophecy was fulfilled. The nuptial ceremony was solem- 
nised hi the Temple of Venus, near the Imperial Palace ; the J-hnpress 
Faustina not only honouring the espousals with her presence, hat resign- 
ing her own apartment on ihe occasion lot' the use of the newly mar- 
ried pair. 

Sevcrus -was by birth an African," and had obtained from the Emperor 
.Marcus Aurelius the offices of ipnostor, tribune of tiie people, and prietor; 
after which he was proconsul of Africa. 3 

At the time of Julia's marriage, he was ihe father of three children 
by his first wife, one of whom was the afterwards unworthily oelobrated 
Caraoal!a, This prince was been at Lyons, where his father had formerly 
i.'cen stationed as Governor of Gaul, during the war of (lie usurpers. 
Ifis mother, Mania, 1 was a native of Britain;' and at the time of her 
marriage: Sevcrus w-as a tribune under Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. As 
t'ariiei'ula. bore Oi-:: name of .Hassianu.s, many have esteemed him the son 
of Julia, ' J but. I hat name, perliap.-,, was given him as a compliment, to her, 
as, soon after Severus quitted Uaul, and while liassianus was yet a child. 
Martin died, ami Sevcrus entered iu h o his second marriage : t.lie dac^h' crs 
of the first union were both called Septimia, from Sevcrus himself, who 

1 Spartkn. ■ Born a. d. 146, at Leptis or Lepris— C'revier. 

* Spartian. ' Martin, or Mary : Owen's Pedigrees. 

°Creviev; Lewis's Hist, of Brit. ; Spavtian ; Owen's Pedigrees; Lives of the 
Empresses. 

■ Wootton, in the History of [tome, says both ll-is-'iaiois inn! Get.i were children 
ef J litis, the second wile of Sevcrus, whom lie nci cried after the death of Mnvtia, 
his first eonsort; but this does net scciu to be Ilic ease, from a, careful e. 
tion of the many points in the festciy of these princes. 
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derived it. from his fuller, Sepl.inhus Gota.' Two years after her mar- 
riage, Julia gave birth to a son. ar Romo, ! named (lela, from his grand- 
father. The fact of the two brothers being the olfspi'ing r.f different 
mothers, 3 accounts for many minute points in their after-history. The 
oidest-born was by the woman who derived her origin from a British 
family, whoso history has not, however, reached us, on account, of the 
Hon urn contempt for a subdued nation ; the younger enjoyed from the 
cradle, every honor and privilege of a Roman citizen by birth and rduca- 
tion. Yet was governs particularly partial to the children of M.artia, 
and after Ins marriage with Julia, is said tn have oven erected statues to 
the memory of his former wife, a.i. the request of bis son Bassianus, who 
could not lie pacified in any other way, under the contempt, shown for 
bis mother, whose alliance was considered ignoble. 1 This occasioned a 
preference among the Humans for the son of Ja'ia, which, added to the 
misfortune of his losing his mother, Martia, at so tender an age, and 
being committed to the care of a jealous stepmother, were unfavourable 
eircunistanees, 01 themselves sufficient to account for the many bad fea- 
tures displayed in the character of Bassianus i! Oaraealla"' 1 during the 
latter years of his life. In childhood especially tonder-h carted, the ear- 
nest entreaty of this young (iaul had obtained from his father, on the 
reduction of Byzantium, a miligation of the punishment to whirl; that 
city and Antioch had been condemned,' which tender emotions of affec- 
tion and sympathy were entirely extinguished before the young prince 
had arrived at the imperial power. 

The causes which led to the expedition of Severus into the East, and 
taking of the cities of Byzantium arid .Antioch, being immediately con- 
nected with his elevation to tho throne of the Csesars, require to be 
noticed here. At the time when Julian received the imperial power, the 
vast armies of Rome were commanded by three several leaders, eaeli 
posses-cd of wisdom ami experience, yet diifhriug in character, and each 
alike in the one point of anxiety to succeed to the throne of Pertinas : 
they bail an equality of force, three legions bring at tiie disposal "f each : 
but the army generally decided, in such cases as theirs, the fortune of 
the day; and of the three competitors for power — I'cseonnins Niger in 
Syria, Clodius Albums in Britain, and Septitnius Severus in Illyricum, 

1 Crevier. a Uvea of Empresses. a Bchard. 

'Lewis; Lives of the Empresses. 

6 Both before and after his father's death, ISassia.nus appeared o fieri in the 
oYe-s peculiar to the Gnu!?, from ivblc.li tie derived the mime by which be : s 
cliietiv liuewn in history —Caraealla, The ciissucii of (.Ids name, which Caracnila 
.■.■n .iieeiL fashionable in kome, was uriaiiially Ganiisji ; it was a lung garment, 
le.aehini; down to the anc'.es, [Fadiard,] arid rosemlded the habit, of a modem 
monk, being sometimes worn with, and sometime without, a hood or cowl. | Au- 
rclius Victor Tenacius de KcYcstiaria Horn., Iloll'mais. l.exic. Univ.] liy some 
die inline of ('avacalla. aiven on this account, is regarded ils a reproach thrown 
en the prince's origin. The love of ivess of t'nrio-dla ^ seen also hv his a;, peer- 
ing in a dress peculiar: r.o the Alemauiii n'hom he had compeared, anil wearing 
rake hair of the same colour as theirs. [Dio Aurolius Victor.] 

■ Crevier. 
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the latter was destined to succeed on this occasion. Tin: empire ba: 1 . 
long been the goal of bis ambition, and from the time of his marria-e fill 
his elevation to power, Scycj-us is said to have Icon always guided by the 
counsels of Julia, to which tie was principally indebted for that high 
reputatiou with the soldiery which, in the end, induced them to proclaim 
him Emperor, lit: lost no time in undertaking an expedition into the 
east against Niger, whom he succeeded in making bis prisoner. Cruelty 
was a prominent feature iu the actions of Severus tlirouyhout, bis career 
of triumphs; he put his enemy to death, and the same fal.c was after- 
wards alinred by his wife and children : most of the senators, his adhe- 
rents, lost their lives, and the remainder were banished. Those cities 
which befriended Niger, were also severely punished; of which Dumber 
were Bvwanliuin and Autioch, in whose behalf Caraealla interfered; 
while (.be Empress, who on this, as on every other occasion, had accom- 
panied her husband, interposed in favour of her native city, Emcssa, and 
obtained iis pardon from the Emperor. 

It would cause too long a digression to relate all the circumstances of 
the arrival of Severns at imperial power. Suffice it to record, that his 
entrance into Rome was one of the most triumphant of those times of 
pomp and exhibition. 

The vanity and pride of Julia were fully satisfied with the honours 
heaped on both her husband and herself. Crowns of flowers and of 
laurel were showered upon them as they passed by l.be shouting citizens : 
the senators, in state attire, met them at the gates with greeting; fires, 
made of perfumed wood, were lighted in every street : on Julia was con- 
ferred the tide of August, given always to the wives of their Emperors, 1 
besides those of Mother of the Republic and of the Armies, and several 
other complimentary titles, expressly invented for th:s occasion. She 
thus saw fulfilled to the letter the prediction of her future grandeur, on 
which she had relied. Her pride naturally rose with her prosperity; 
she insisted on the full privileges of her newly acquired dignity, and in- 
toxicated with her position, treated the greatest persons in the empire with 
haughtiness, and contempt. 

t-evcrus meantime was anxious to secure the fortunes of his children 
by Marl.ia. He accordingly gave one daughter to Aetius, whom he 
raised to the consular rank, and bestowed the other on Probus, who 
already was a consul, and who was offered, on tins occasion, the govern- 
ment of the city of Homo, which, however, he was politic enough to re- 
fuse, 8 and hoping to ingratiate himself with the new Emperor, gave as 
his reason, that "the honour of being his son-in-law was, in his opinion, 
infinitely greater than that employment. 

Sever us", desirous to determine who should be his heir, was so anxious, 
that the subject invaded bis rest, and in a dream he learnt that his suc- 
cessor was to be named Antoninus. Regarding this as an infallible pre- 
diction, he broiigbt his favorite son, Uassianus, into the camp, and gave 
him the name of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, in presence of all the 
legions. 3 This son actually did reign after him, as history attests;' and 

1 Seidell's Titles of Honour. 

a Lives o: the Empresses. 3 Ibid. ' It>10. 
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it is a oircnnistar.ce ivhifrli Spartian remarks as very singular, that Severua 
should h : '. v o omit.'cd, when In: wrote tin' history of his own life, any men- 
lion of his (irst wife, f.bis prince's mother, to whose memory tins statues 
were raised at Caranalla's request. 

In order to withdraw his sons, and still more, perhaps, his wife, from 
tilts pleasures of Emm', to which she was attached beyond all bounds, 
Severus availed himself of the excuse afforded hy an irruption from 
North Britain into the territories in the south of the island which were 
under the Roman empire, to unclcvlako an expedition to Britain.' He 
was accompanied by Julia, his two sons, and two Roman legions. 3 On 
his arrived, he encountered the rebel Britons in an engagement, when 
some were reduced to, submission, and the rest fled into Caledonia, whither 
they were pursued by the warlike Emperor. 5 

At the time governs undertook this expedition, he was advanced in 
years, and so broken with infirmities, jjisst ho lord to bo carried in a litter; 
ye':, impeded by his indomitable splrb, be proceeded through woods and 
morasses to the furthest parts of Caledonia. He surmounted all the 
fatigues of the march, and many fierce encounters which took place be- 
tween the Roman and I'ictish forces. Julia was with her husband 
tl.riiiaji'i'.ii r Ins whole of this trying campaign. 

One of the foes of Severus in Britain was Pulgeut. a relative of 
Mavtia, mother of (Juruoalla. Jn this campaign with (he Scots he fought 
against the Romans with great bi'avcry, having procured some Picts to 
assiat him in the war, and many inhabitants of the islands adjacent to 
Britain, as well as the Bril.ous themselves. It is said that he laid sio'.'o 
to York, which was relieved by Severus marching to its aid. and in the 
contest which followed, i'ulgent received a mortal wound. That Scvorns 
fell has also been asserted, but this is untrue, as he was prevented hy age 
and infirmities from personally engaging in the contest. 

During this warfare the armour of the noi'lhcrn Britons and Caledo- 
nians consisted of a small shield and a .-[scar; they wore also a sword de- 
pending from their naked bodies, width were painted over with the 
ligurcs of animals.'' The enmity of Severn* was in ibis campaigo as con- 
spicuous as ever: a speech of his is on record, of which the following 
ijuaiiit lines are a translation :'■' lie commands au indiscriminate slaughter 

" Lei none escape vour bbmly rage — 
With terror let all die ; 
Spare not tho mother, nor the babo 
Which in her womb doth lie." 

omen mingled with the strife, even women 
vho were fiercely sentenced to be slaught- 
ered by the unfeeling Emperor. 6 

1 Warrington. a Geoff, of Monmouth. * [bid. ' Guthrie. 

i It is translated fnan tins Cireol-f by VI i'. f.ei:i:i, in Is is " Select and Choice Ob- 
servations of the Roman Emperors." 

1 Fifty thousand .Romans pii-isae:! in toe espeilltinn of Severus into Scotland, 

tlioneh i.u Untie iv lis iuii^hi, ilueagi, aiulvscade.-j a: tins enemy ami !':iiiaut in 
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On entering York after his success against Fulgent and the Caledonians, 
a circumstance occurred eoidiruiatory of the superstitious character of 
Severus. A Temple of Be.'dciia stood at that time in .Uborucum, and in 
front of it a small column, called the "martial pillar," whence a spear 
was thrown when war was declared against an enemy. 1 Severus, on en- 
icrhi« the city, proceeded towards that spot, with the intention of offering 
a saendec, hut on his way thither was met by a Moor wearing a cypress 
gadaud about his head, — a circumstance considered so unlucky, that the 
Bmperor ordered him to begone out of his sight: when the man, who 
was of the class of soot li savers-, arid, being an African, respected by Se- 
verus, who was himself of that quarter of the world, saluted him with 
thcse'werds : " Toi.um fuisti, tofum vicisti, jam J>eus esto victor." 3 and 
offered to conduct him on to the temple. This was thought liy the Km- 
pevor to foretell his death; and another prognostic was added when ho 
quitted the temple after the sacrifice had been offered, for seme of the 
black beasts appointed to have been slain are said to have followed the 
Kmpcror to the palace. All the Romans, and more especially Severus, 
regarded this last a.s one of the worst of omens, and a warning of the 
approach of death. 3 

cutting down woods, building bridges, and drying marshy grounds. Julia must 
have witnessed, much daring this season. Sevonis is said Id have observed with 
great accuracy the lengths of the days ran! nighls of the summer and wmror 
while in Caledonia, which could not hiive been done without a stay of at least 
-;is itontSis. ilc pursued his course, laying waste by lire and sword, in spite of 
hi- gout and all difficulties, till ponec was, brought about by a eonae, <:. a -: toe 
(I : ,.-i :'.;«'■.! territory, jiiirl the Caicdoniaus delivering up their anas. On this occa- 
sion it was that' Caracal la had sought to murder his father in Ihe sight of the. 
r.holc lioman auJ lirilisli army. The .[Impe.rm-, In presence of his soldiers, was 
in the act iif concluding a treaty, anil the llriiors were presenting l.hoir arms hi 
to'om of submission, when Caeaonlln. who stood behind, suddenly drew his sword, 
and would liave killed his father. Severus, turning at that moment, beheld the 
swei-d raised to destroy him: without betraying any surprise, or utteri-.L ■; -ego. 
word. he. pursued the business in hand, received the mans of tin- britons, ami 
signed the treaty. When he had returned to bis teat, lie sent for bis son : and 
I'iiphiian, captain of the »ii:i-i, and Caslor, bis eiiio)' cluiiuhorbi.io, being present, 
repraaohod t'araoaka for' his wickedness. Then oileving a drawn sword to him, 
be said, '■li'your ambition to reign alono prompts you to imbue your bonds in 
Ihe hhiod of your father, execute your impious purp-se rather in tie's place ihau 
in the sight of the wiinle world and in the presence both of our friends ami ene- 
mies. If you are not yet abandoned to suoh a degree as lo murder your father 
wilh vour own hand, order 1'apivibm t.n eomniit tiie parricide : yon are emperor, 
he must obev you!" This speech neidier allccted Caracaiia at the time, nor 
rendered his conduct more dutiful for the future. 

1 It is supposed that the site of this building was in or near the street called 
St. Saviour-gate, as in digging ilio foundation of some houses on the north sole 
of it. mane years ago, largo quantities of i.he horns of several biuus ;u' a.-.a-. 
were discovered, and the probability is increased wiien wo eonsider its vicinity 
to the Imperial Palace. [Allen's Hist. ofYork.J 
' : Spartiiin. Leigh's Choice Observations. 

1 The structure which was called the I'rrotorbm Palace is supposed to hare 
,„■.■!!! : - I ihe whole snuoc of grouiol extending from (Christ Church, liirongb all 
(be hom-es atrl gardens on the east siile of L.ndrsino.ate and (St.. Andrew's i.iate, 
tlroiu h the licdem, to Aldwart. The royal baths in all probability occupied ,1 
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Siring tie residence of Sever™ in Britain, will the eieeption of tie 

neiied occupied „, the C.hdnnino war, he coo.tanlt, lioM iii, omul .1 
lore itn^i roilitary eolc,ny, enyerocil by bell, "military ami ,„ llm . 

e.i'.l ■■.»;». lire kroporcr., at at „„, in p„,„„ i„ ,| l0 p, a ,„ ,,, 

tee rlmd tribunal, to giro I,,,,, to the whole empire; „„1 the - ...,:,„ ,( 
"""" Antontne, * re, ,,,; l ,lir f „; / „,, j, dated from ,!.i, .,,,, j, tlt 
city; lorl; ,,r h.borai ,, may therefore be regarded as a mitoalnre pic- 
ture of Jimm, ami as possessing o j erst claim to the titles trill, which it 
■;.. hern digm|„,l l,y A.eoio. of Ijritmoi, Orbi-, llnma altera, i'allaiiu,,, 
iliac, and I „«,:,„,, n I'm,,,,!,. 1„ ;„ ,,,,„ ;, re!l , m |,,,, d „„„„„,, K ,,,„ c 
lor in a poo, „t |.|.e ,.,ly left 1,, h',,1,1,,,, l;,,,,,,, ls roprooentcd in the form 
ot a how, of whom, ,| 10 Tiber »™ ll.eslriog: aoil "the 0,„e ha, not 
i"ap !v boon o.loal Ihe bowstring of York." Both .lose river, rim 
pir-mly imvngl, Ihe eillc. which the, w.lor, and ho,o oootriboled to 
toon- ooeiool splendour ood olliioalo eonsequenee. 2 

il ho city, in the rcigo of .yevorus, woo orrired at the height of its 
graameur and ooiisoqnelloe. "The prodigious oooeoorse of tribnlarv 
mag,, mreigo ambaa.adors, and cti.or per,,,,,, of ,li,li„otioo, who er.ordrd 
too court ,,1 ,I„; sovereigns of ,bo world at ll,i, period, when the llonion 

• i • rat m the reoitb of it. power, in odditioo to the emperor, too 

mognifieoooe, !„,, oomeroo, retinue, tbo noblomoo of ll.ooio, or'tho ollie m, 
el the army, all which would r.eccaialy attend iiiio, moot bare availed 
t Iceaeino marly to the auminit of millenary grandeur." 

Julia 'I Ilounoa," the ehoscii partner of tieyero,, the inoenarablo com- 
panion ol Lis progre„e, coat or wot, oyen to the extrt i bound., of (lie 

ooa-th, be.d witoin the wolla of the I'rmtorian lorloee her own imperial 
stale. With hot yya, her sister Julio Hm,,,. who shared her brilliant 
ho noes, „„„ mover quitted be, up to the luteal p,,o,l of her eai.n ,„,.' 
hoi a space of lame not loss lion, two year.,, while the coort wes held 
lo .i.lain, the lalaiol oatiyes behold before their eye, n spec,,, do novel 
on: nopoong,— graodeor and luxury, in all their varied forms of does, 
ami ■ y ..page, ieo, wonder (hat. I bo eooseipietioo was a haul los, of clodr 
own snop.e taste, and unaspiring I, obits. As early as the lime of tori- 
cola, the 1,00011) tasbion, wore imitated by the ilritoos, ami oaneoiallv 

hi;"; on™, prooo .abiding,, 1„,|J,,,. ood elegant 1 quel..' A 't , 

briiish female is exhibited in Smilb's oool.oioos, talon ('rem Ihe reror-o 
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of a coin of Carausius. She is habited in the ;/?<■« and puia, just like the 
Welch peasantry of the present time ; except, that, the former, instead of 
opening before and wrapping over, appears a copy of the Kern ism tunic. 
All the Brito-Homan coins and bassi-relievi agree iu exhibiting tiie funic 
as worn over the puis, with sleeves, as at the present day in Walts, de- 
scending only down to the elbows. 

While the Romans in Britain progressed in the vn=1: undertakings 
assigned to tlicm by Severn s, the Emperor himself remained at York, 
suffering from severe illness, from which he never recovered. Caiacalta, 
who had returned from liis expedition against the (.Jaiedenians, not, con- 
tent with so near a view of the- imperial diadem as was presented by the 
fast-ebbing current of his parent's existence, endeavoured to hasten bis 
last moments by exciting a mutiny among the Roman troops, whom ho 
caused to proclaim himself Emperor. Soverus, hearing of what had 
passed, caused the principal offenders to be brought into ills presence, who 
prostrated themselves before him. and supplicated forgiveness. 

The nobles of Scvcrus wondering how he could govern so vast an em- 
pire in his feeble and diseased state, ho remarked (bat " be ruled with his 
brain, not with his fo-t," nlludim; 10 the gout from which be was then 
suffering. This had long been a trial to the Emperor, for on returning 
the second time from t.he East to Home, be declined the proffered honour 
of a triumph, because the pint prevented bis riding in the stare chariot 
used (ui such occasions. When in Ualodnnia, he was carried in a litter. 

When he felt himself dying, ho caused his urn to be brought, and 
having taken it into his hand, said : "Thou shalt contain him whom the 
woi-hfcouhl not," Some say that Julia and her son Geta were staying 
iu London 1 when governs died ; but that they were present at the last 
fatal scene, appears from the address that Severus is said to have made 
to bis sons prior to his death; "Agree among yourselves; enrich, the 
soldiers; contemn all others." 

This Emperor, who was indebted for his elevation to the legions, enter- 
tained a particular regard for the soldiery, and, out of gratitude, had 
conferred many benefits on them, — among which was an indulgence 
which injured the discipline of the army. The soldiers bad hilherto been 
required to live in a state of celibacy, but Claudius permitted to them the 
rights and privileges which attached to the married stale. 2 Severus went 
further, and gave them leave to marry. Before bis time the Yi.omau camp 
had no place of accommodation for women. Might not Severus have 
acted in this, as in many other instances, from the iniluenec of bis 
Empress, the attendant of his numerous campaigns, and partaker of his 
cares and dangers? 

1 The Emperors -Infirmities preventing his own pi-o^resiicn t ln-oni ji'h the British 
states, JuaiL'd visit to tsic simt.li w;ls pioin^ily tor the purpose rji' rnii-N.ci.m;' inisi- 
>n?ss. uml til join the court of Geta, held at London during liis lather's visit, to Cn- 
l,,Un, : , : r..v' Ihe. snath el' liiioiin mas Sell, under liis control, — a politic arrange- 
ment ei SeviT'js, to prevent ilitteronecs holiveoo the brothers. Ill' tletu, who was 
nil esLViwrLjuiLiit admirer of horses, we are told un eoaestriim statue was i'onntl 
near Bath. — OoUmtott. 

s Murphy's Tacitus. See not«3. 
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The Emporor plainly foresaw the contention that would arise between 
his sons after his death respecting (In, empire. After add re- in- ibem, 
as before related, lie bade then, read in Snllusi the dvin- specoh"of My- 
cipsi. to bis children, in which' they would find this expression: '■' By 
concord, small possessions increase ; by discord, -teat on-s are Wasted " 
Alter th;s j.n rental exhortation, he uttered tli'e following words: «t 
received t.h,j Kepublic everywhere troubled; I leave it at peace fiv« «„<■>,;.<' 
(In: h,-t tans; beifueatlnng l.o mv Antonines, 1 old and lame as I am an 
empire wldel, will prove firm, if they be -nod.— but weak, shonhi' tbev 
turn out evil." 2 J 

Such were the last moments of Severus, who died in the Imperial 
laiaoe at j\bn,-aoum, wbese wads not long after were destined io witne« 
(lie .li.-suhmon of another iioimm ttmpcror. Constants (Jhlorus, a very 
diftcrent character Ironi Us present in.ni:,t . The remains of the deceased 
Jtmporor wore buried in a spot about two miles and a ball' distant from 
t.ie city, ended, from the circumstance. Sevcrs-bill, to the presonl r[. !y 
Of tbo throe singular bills, called Sevcrus'-lolis, tho oentrc one is the 
smallest, and .s about twenty -seven yards above the level of the surround- 
mg country; the others are about thirty-five yards in height. 4 

A small arch yet exists in Koine to t'bo memory of Septimius Severus, 
Uaraealla and Julia. 

Severus had been raised to the empire A. d. 195, and died A d 212 
after a seventeen years' reign, aged lili. l^uric- the Inst two years biy 
sens had shared m bis sovereignty, as Antonines. He is said io have 
been inexorable to his enemies, hut kind to his friends, and romdi and 
u.iiraetable m bis manners, though exact in his distribnllon ofp.stice. 
In bis rime food was provided to the Jlmian people, even wilhout a-kire-- 
whenever it was Deeded, and the soldiers loved him for his exce^ivo 
liberality, and for permitting tbcu, to have their wives in their ouarter.,. 
I lie greatest pleasure of the .tfmporor was to do good to all around him 
and tonen, the prince of physicians, who lived in bis time, and attained 
the age of seventy declares that Severus kept emistantiv by him a great 
s ere ot treacle and other expensive remed.es, to relieve such as wanted 
them, by which means he saved the lives of many persons. Of this 
mmibei- was bis Greek secretary, Antipaler, son of ]>iso, (o wbom tWoo 
a ;; o:eO,.| lus treati..e on treacle, and wbo wrote the history of the reign 
ol bis impenal master, Severus. Arria, also a lady of dis'inotion, w"as 
^ned In ,. Ins remedy; .he was much esteemed by Severn.-,, because she 
applied herself to the study of philosnphv and the reading of Plato. 
Severus 6 may be ranked am ong the llttuttl of his own era, for he wrote 
1 The title accorded tbe two young Cffisara, Lis sons. ""Spartjan. 

3 In the township of Holdgata and parish of Acomb. — Allen. 
4 Lei<rh, kudulphus, Camden, and Drake. 
6 'Coins of Severus and of Julia have be™ dug up at AMbonmeh in Yorkshire 

an il oti:vr parts uf [Svitahi. A viduab'.c <lei.,„sit of It an onus wms ■!„ ■■ ,n- „,. u . 

" ll -< - ! I''-'-"'":. co^-Htiiipi- „f n tpvv l i:! :.e qmmtitv of denari o.'. -.,■.;:,,,,■ 

procrvati.ae di:e!]y eeins ot .-iev^ns, Jnli:e Caracuih, and Geta. Tlicv were 
conoo:;:.! ,n the remains of a l.iaw diest, supposed t„ have iurlor, -,:,) U> :l keman 
legion, and to have been deposued, on sumo sudden alarm, in the spot which it 



doy Google 



JULIA. 91 

tlii'. history of his own life; while Julia, who snee.ossi'ul.'y applied herself 
to letters am] philosophy, patronized every art. and was the friend of 
every n i rm of genius; amongst other proofs of this, it. ivjs at her request 
that Pliilosl.ralus undertook his life of Apollouius Tyauseus. 

Aoeording to Gibbon, the nurse find prcccplor of ('araealla were both 
Christians. Orlgen, also, who died in 2i>?,, says in bis Gth Homily, "The 
power of our Saviour's kingdom reached as far as Britain, which seemed 
to lie in another division of the world." Yet Kcvcrns is himself said to 
have been a persecutor of the Christians. It was agreed by the two 
brothers, Caracal la anil Coin, tli.it they should return to .ilome 1 with the 
Empress-Mother. They set cut, bearing with l.liem the ashes of Severua 
In a. golden urn. the same whieli liad been brought to the dying Emperor. 
On their way so iri-uiy ton lend ems arose from mutual jealousy, that it was 
feared they would destroy one another; and on one occasion Cetn would 
have fallen a saerifiee to the poison prepared for him by Caracalla, but 
for the fidelity of bis servants. 3 Julia, as though she hael been mother 
to both, endeavoured by every possible means to reconcile them, but 
without success; their animosity increased to such a degree that they 
even ate and lodged separately, ami each stood upon his guard against 
the other. On their arrival iu Rome, they immediately divided the 
imperial palace between them, as they could not agree to live together. 
"Ho communication was allowed between [heir apartments, the doors and 
passages v.vre diligently tiirt.iiied, ami euards posted and relieved with the 
same strictness as m a besieged place." The two Emperors, one of whom 
was belt twenty-three, and the ether a year younger, met only iu public, 
and theo in the presence of their airlioied mother. 

Every posthumous honour was- awarded to the memory of Severus, and 
on the arrival of the brothers at Home the first act of Caracalla and Ceta 

kid ouhalv occupied lil'rei i.:;rds dnrine a neriod of almost sixreen centuries.— 
Alt,-.:,, York. 

A r.hick coin in middle brass, n? .Inlia, is s.-.iit In have bori:e en the obverse a 
fine head of the Kne.ress, with tbe le^emi, " John llc-nina 1'ia Vc!i.': Augusta." 
'['In: reverse uxliiiiiti'il a I'uii limath liiiure of Venus ; tin: legend merely. " Fodci- 
vas l'nlliea," with tbe usual SJ. ij. i'mcauine by oi'.Ui- of [lie Semite) inscribed 1,11 
Ike lield.— -Journal of Science. 

A considerable quantity of clay moulds, or matrices, fee the coining of Hoiiiau 

n ey, were turned up seme time since at I.inuwcll Yat.i, near WakcfieLd. Several 

erueit'es fur ric'tijiLr die metal were also found at the same lime, anil in some 
of tin' moulds there wen: coins vet reiuninoijr.. A rn i in tn.-v of clay monies fur 
ei;-t : i,L. f-ui;,n v.evi.- a'sii discovered in tbe parish c.f loldiuatou, .^naiei-sel shire, 
liiviii.;; tbe impressions of Kuverus and Cai-i-caka. Willi Hioir Jhnnrcsscs, Julin 
an I I'lautilin. >h.mie of these rv.ouais arc haijred hi the Ashmolcan Museum, (.)•:- 
ford.— CMi'mora. 

'According to some authorities. ( 'lo-acalla, en Ids fnlier's death, proceeded di- 
rect to London, where die Empress and licia were staying, with the hope of 
prescv.i.itin- hi- chums on the em | dec in that co enter : for it nai ssib became ap- 
l'lirral. that only one of the brothers coold rciiin, anil that Iho other must fall. 
The Roman; would have preferred lie til for their Emperor, for he was, both by 
bis far.ber and mother, a Roman: but ttic Unions rejected biui. d<-sii'.:.i i>;:-- 
siarius "Oi ratal hi," -heir own countryman by tbe mother's si.le. to be advimeei] 
to the .supremo dignity. 

1 Woo thin. 
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was to perforin the Emperor's Apotheosis or Deification, with the usual 

ceremonies. Tbe whole city assumed tin; garb of mourning. Next, an 
image was made of wax, to represent, exactly the deceased Emperor. 
Tins was laid on a ftately ivory bed, magnificently adorned wli.lt cloth of 
gold, and placed at the entrance of the palace. On the left hand were 
peated the whole body of the senators in black, on the right the ladles of 
the highest qmjjry in plain white habits, without jewels or other orna- 
ments. This lasted for seven days, during which time the physicians 
rosorrcd to the imago u -, though it bad been a real patient, still g 

that they bad less and less hopes of (.lie Emperor's life; at which w":>rd° 
tbe mourners always gave a groan. At last, when they had declared Ids 
death, tiio noblest and youngest of too senators carried 'the bed upon their 
shoulders through tbe Via Sacra to tbe Old "Forum, on each side of which 
were erected two large scaffolds, one tilled with young boys, and the other 
with young maidens, all children of the highest quality, who sang solemn 
and mournful hymns and songs in honour of tbe dead. Alter these were 
endeo, the senators and knights again tool; up tbe bed and carried it out of 
the eity into the Campus iMartius, where a beautiful pyramid of wood, with 
several stones, had been erected. The first story was" square, beim- a sort 
of chamber tilled with various sorts of combustible matter, aiioT richly 
adorned ou the outside with cloth of gold, ivory statues, and line pictures ; 
the second of a similar character, but smaller size, bad tbe lour sides 
open; the third was still less; after which was a fourth, and, indeed, 
many other successive stories, each decreasing in proportion, till the last 
ended in a point. The bed and statue were placed in tbe second story, 
in presence of noblemen and gentry of every nation, who desired to do 
honour to the deceased. Then the Itoinan knights rode on horseback 
round the pile in a certain order, to the souud of warlike instruments; 
afterwards persons in chariots, in purple robes, who represented (.lie most 
celebrated Human commanders and emperor.,; after this Caraealla and 
Geta, the successors of governs, fired [.he pile with torches, and consols, 
Senators, and knights followed their example. It was wrapped instantly 
in flames, and from tbe top an eagle was let fly, which was out of sight 
in an instant, amid the shouts of the spectators, who, believing tbe bird 
carried the. Emperor's soul to heaven, from that time forward paid him 
the same homage tliey rendered to the immortal gods. 

The disunion which existed between (In; brothers did not diminish, and 
they continually bad recourse to tbe Empress, who officml.od as mediatrix. 
A negotiation was set on foot respecting a division of the umpire, but this 
[■Ian, first proposed by (Ida, was broken by Julia, who desired' to keep 
her sous together, and foresaw the step wotdd lead to the ruin of the state. 
On ibis occasion she threw herself at their feet, begging that thev would 
divide her too between them. She bad omitted no opportunity before of 
reconciling her sous, and now by her prayers and tours establish, d an 
appearance at least of concord between them. .Accordingly, medals were 
stamped with tue images of the two brothers joining bands, and surrounded 
by tbe motto " Happy Concord." 

Caraealla, wdio ever listened with respect and apparent deference to the 
arguments of the Empress, agreed to abide by her decision, and had 
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arranged to meet Ms Ionfr-^ivi-.lod bro'her in her apartmenis, for the pur- 
pose of a lasting reconciliation. The heart of Julia beat with joy at, (he 
prospect of witnessing so tender a reunion, and the meeting so earnestly 
desired actually took place in her presence ; it was then that, in the midst 
of a conversation which had commenced among the reunired members of 
the divided family, sonic centurions who had been concealed in ihe apart- 
ment, rushed suddenly with drawn swords upon the young and hcipless 

Geta. Vainly did Julia east her m; i-na! anus around her child to shield 

him from death. In the dreadful simple she received a wound in the 
hand from his assassins, and beheld on one side the horrid spectacle of 
Caraealla animating and assisting the murderers, upon the other, Ueln 
falling dead at her feet, her own person being covered with his blood. 

The fratricide flew to the Pr.'etorian camp, where he fell prostrate before 
the statues of the tutelary deities of the camps. Supported by the army 
he next hurried to the Senate, and prevailed on that obsequious assembly 
to declare iu his favour. His brother's funeral over, Caraealla returned 
to the palace, where be found the Empress-Mother surrounded by her 
women, bewailing in the most movie:: 1 manner the death of her son. His 
first impulse was to put them all to death, hut passion yielded to pity, and 
he slowed great kindness to Julia, to whom he even ordered that the 
same honours should be paid as were rendered to himself. The heart. 
breaking scene might have moved one even more stern than tha.t stony- 
breasted Emperor; and indeed, what were all the world's honour's to Julia 
at that, moment — a widowed, wife, deploring the loss of an only and 
dearly-beloved son ! J'nr. the silent reproach of those who surrounded the 
Empress, revived the fury of the murderer, and be commanded them to 
disperse, on pain of death; while, to prove that, he was in earnest, he 
ordered that one of the terrified mourners should he led away to instant 
execution. Eadilla, the unfortunate victim of his anger, was daughter 
of Marcus Aurclius. and sister of Commodus, both Emperors ; she her- 
self had rendered state-services, by pleading the cause of the people, and 
preserving the life of o Roman emperor, besides having quelled ait insur- 
rection. A.ll this was overlooked by Caraealla, who only beheld the tears 
shed in the first moment of grief for the death of the young and bloom- 
ing Geta— a tribute due to the bereaved Empress. This severity had 
the effect expected, and silenced all remonstrances from the women. 
1'adille. the personal friend and confidante of Julia, was the first of a 
series of victims, termed " the friends of Geta." It is said that, no less than 
2000 persons of both sexes suffered on this occasion, amongst whom was 
l'apii.iiin. the most, eminent lawyer in Home, the particular friend both 
of Sevcrus and Julia; his crime was having declined composing a defence 
for the Emperor, for he observed '■ Tt is easier t.o commit fratricide than 
to justify iti" Rome was filled with mourning, and the loss of Severus 
was regarded as a public calamity. Even before he quitted Rrituin, uie 
sanguinary Caraealla had ordered the death of his wife 1'lautina. For 
the sake of the city, for the sake even of Caraealla himself, Julia, sup- 
pressed her own sufferings ; she saw the necessity of resuming leer influ- 
ence over the government, which Caraealla allowed ; and 'luring the whole 
of his reign, she administered the cbief affairs of the State, " with a jurt 
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tice that supported his authority, and wilt a moderation that sometimes 

corrected his wile! extravagances." On one occasion she remarked lo rlic 
Emperor how much ho exhausted the people by bis rapacity; that they 
were no longer able tn pay their accustomed taxes : Oaraoalla's reply was 
characteristic oi' himself, " 1 shall have whatever money I want as b'y.iv as 
I can command a sword." 

Advanced in life, Julia, still possessed (he attractions of beauty, a lively 
j 1 i l ; l lj. . : l ; i i i j ! 1 1 , a firmness of mind, and strength of judgment seldom be- 
stowed mi her sex. gpartian, and some other authors, "have related Unit 
Julia consented to become the wife of Oaracalhl, and that their nuptials 
were publicly eelehrated, which, if true, would have allied her to the 
murderer of her only son; but others consider Caracal la to have been 
only her step- so n, winch is under every point of her history apparent. 1 
The talc seems to have originated in a -scandal of the Alexandrians, who 
called her .ioeasta because she lived at court after the death of CI eta. 
.Ohm plainly inriuuit.es that she durst not do otherwise, since any concern 
for the son she had lust might have cost, her her life ; and he relates that 
she secretly mourned, over the extravagances of Caracalla. passing the 
greater portion of her time, during the latter years of her life, in the 
society of learned men. Hoe would hardly have aeied thus, if guiltv of 
such a crime. Juliadid indeed accompany the Emperor to (.he Mast, but 
they were not residing at the same spot when he was murdered. 

Matoroianus 2 wrote to Caracalla, then at Edessa, informing him that 
be itad heard Maerinus repent a prediction that himself was to arrive at 
the imperial power, Julia was at. time staying at Antineh, and the Eiu- 
perur, who was at Edessa, had given her iustruetions in his absence to 
read all ins dispatches. Fully empowered to do so, when the letter of 
Matornia.r.us fell into Julia's hands, she read It, and transmitted it to 
Caracalla; but before it reaehed him, Maerinus, who attended him there, 
Lad received private information (if i lie circumstance direct from Horned 
Caracaihi was driving a chariot at the public shows, when a. packet was 
liindc.d to li j eii containing tin: letter of Maternianus, and passing them to 
Maerinus to read, the future Emperor found it among the rest. 

The particulars of Caracalbi's murder need not be dwelt, on bore; the 
assassin had been hired by some military conspirators, and at. the end of 
three day,, Maerinus received from the army the predicted dignitv of 
Emperor. By his orders, Caracalla's body was burnt, a.r.d the aslies'cnn- 
veyed to Antioeh to Julia, who was overwhelmed with her new afflic- 
tion. Some say she mourned but the loss of that power which she so 
much loved, and I.;) width she had sacrificed her feelings. She had, to 
the- advanced age, retained the title of Augusta, and a great part, of the 
business of the government, passed through her hands : Maerinus gave 
her to understand that she was to retain the dignity of Augusta, with its 



s Captain of the Guards at Rome. 

s J.iy a courier from Ulpius JuHar.us, his particular friend. 
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rati];, arid f.o hove the honour of continuing guards for her person. On 
this site resolved no longer In devote iicr thoughts to death, hut to con- 
tinue to live according to her former dignity. Macrinus soon, however, 
discovered a cabal with the soldiers, in which she was engaged; so that 
he hastily ordered her to withdraw front Aiuioch. This sudden change 
decided her as to what course she would adept, and abstaining from food, 
she died, it is sniej, cither of inanition or poison, unable to live as u sub- 
ject, 1 after a life passed in the enjoyment of supremo power. This event 
took place a.J), 217, liftecn years after the death of Severus. 

Tin: vicissitudes of the life of Julia did not, till the last, affect her 
spirit or disarm her forlitude. A gifted woman, elevated from a humble 
station to tiic highest pinnacle of curildy splendour, tier hapninoss is pro- 

ldi matical. The dreadful death of her only son, and the extravagant 

follies of Oaraeaila, must have corroded at her heart, amidst all the 
stately honours and dignity she so much covered. During the latter 
period of Iter existence, her clue!' enjoyment was that fertile one aifoidcei 
by the society of too learned, whom (o the very last she fostered arid pro- 
tected. If her youth was charged with folly, the qualities she displayed 
during her after-life may atone for her errors, looking upou her as a public 
character. She was always disposed to inloicede with Severus, and avert 
his severity, and from her Caracalta received wise counsels. Literature 
and science followed her fool.slops, Or sprung up afresh from the decline 
into which they had fallen. To her, perhaps, were the children of her 
sister Julia Maisa, who was with her when she died, indebted for the 
advice which led them on to their future greatness/ The failings of Julia 
have been severely visited by historians. Suc'i failings iti exalted poisons 
may remind us of the i in perfection of all here below. Had Juiia's career 
been less brilliant, icss exposed i.o l.empt.al.ioii, she had perhaps exhibited 
fewer of those imperfections, which die higher the object is placed, become 
the more manifest. 

In her character as a British sovereign, tier acts appear to advantage, 
as she certainly helped to reiine the manner,, of the rude people amongst 
whom she sojourned. 

' Echard. 

' Julia Mtesa, after the death of the Empress, lier sinter, was ordered to quit 

the country. Duriiia; tlie twenty year;, she lio.l. soonl. nt the imperial court, she 
)iii.<.l mepiircd ini immense fortune, and contracted splendid alliances. ,Slie retired 

iii lice native city, Jimessa, riJiiiijj; hov wea'ih nilo :ie.r, ami ace r.iuiicd by her 

two (kuiduers atul their sees,— fur each was a widow, and iiad an only eliiki. 
ikssiuuus, a sun el' one of Huso ihm-hh r-, became prioHt. of the sari ut Emcssa ; 
M.nd tlie troo[is nerorivhu; liis str-e.i; rose advance to their favorite I 'sea call a. ami, 
mureover, bribed by liis neither, iir die. inMis;ii(ioii of Julia ftla.'sa, declared linn 
Eiiiricroi'. I'erlniiis (lie anlicii.aiiuii of ,!u;ia Doiobia's euiue vioiee if. seme sucli 
tiutet]:! isirj^ scheme bud cause'! die severity shown to her by Mucrbms. Jlns- 

■:;; .,■..:■,; OeriMOils Well known ilfi lli:liii;.,e:ialllS. proved SO 11 J I worthy . that tllfi 

army seen repented of their i-.iii.iice, and, ati.raieoil by the virtues of bis cousin 
A 1 , ex a nib.' i', son (if the ether di.oehter (if .lalia M;c.-a. they ra.isoU Irim to the im- 
perial power ; in which eo |.:i i. ■ i y . at: or l.'ue miii'iiei' of ! 1 oboe/aha; us. bcine; eluded 

by his I'lolhoi-'s excellent i u- i-'s, lie dismayed, i.li.irhie: thirteen years, leoiai k- 

able mis.de/in and prudence, liis death took pbice a. i>. 235. 
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VICTORIA, VITURGIA, AND HtJNILA, 

EMPRESSES OP THE WEST. 

Kenoljia ar.d Victoria— Influence of beta— Cliiirao tor of Victor-inus— ITis Murder, 

and that of his Sen Marin; olnisfn by the Knipip;;— llis history and fate— 

PostlmmuB succeeds— .-Klianiis—'J.Ytricus ii.]u>'.::iai'd Ly Victoria— Con stunt] ua 
Clilorns in Britain — Victoria's sodden death by the iivachery of Totricus — 
Aurclian's Roman fi'iimif.l,— Vituri:^ and 1'ri.n'i'os— lienusus the Pedagogue 
— His nse-Auvelia.il lnvtows [lunik upen 1dm— He proclaims himself Empe- 
ror of Britain, Gaul and Spain — His death — Probus settles a pension on 



The vast Empire of Homo, at the period of the accession of the Em- 
peror Aurelian, a. D. 270, was divided between two rivals in talent, in 
fame, and at the last, in misfortune,— Zenolna, Empress of the Eastern 
division of (.lie Ileinnn territory, and Victoria, the not loss deservedly 
celcbrntod Empress of the West. 1 It is not without, pleasure, that in so 
distant a period we hail the name which our present beloved Sovereign 
has engraven on each true British heart, — a name destined to be illus- 
trious; for the Empress Queen of Gaul, Spain and Britain, occupied a 
position anion;;; the most, distinguished of her limes, and by her character 
and actions illuminated 1.1. o darkness of the Western hemisphere. "An- 
relia Vieloria Augusta" possessed such vast power, that she raised as 
many as six candidates to the imperial dignity, in defiance of ibe Roman 
arms, while to the last fatal scene of her existence she maintained the 
supremo authority over those she had exalted, and over the people whom 
rihe had appointed them to rule. 

The " llerome of the West," as Victoria has been designated, was not 
of British birlh, though Britain was imduded under the dominions over 
which she held control; she was a native of Gaul, and by her adroitness 
succeeded in persuading 2 Posthumus, on his elevation to the empire, to 
reeeive her sen, Marcus Vict.orinus, for Ids colleague in power. The 
assumption of the purple by Posliiumus is placed in the year 2(;o. when 
lie was proclaimed throughout (Ja.nl, Spain, and Britain; so highly was 
he esteemed by Valerian, that when appointed to ibe government, of 
Until, lhi.it. Emperor wrote to the people: in these terms of commendation : 
"He is one whom i esteem above the rest, and think the most worthy 
of all to represent the Prince." Among tho list of thirty tyrants who 
aspired to the imperial power during the reigns of Gallieu and Probus, 
we accordingly find those of Victoria, Victorious, and Posthumus. 

The enterprising Victoria was little inferior in merit to her celebrated 
contemporary, Zonobia; she possessed great courage and ambition, and 
no sooner bad she accomplished her project, of securing the empire for 

1 Gibbon. " Gibbon. 
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her son, than her superior qualities began to unfold themselves. It was 
Victoria wlio really governed the state, though business was I .ransae ted 
id tlic r.BU)H of her son and his colleague; so extraordinary a power had 
sbc over tli» mind- of the soldiery, thai, she couul rely on their executing 
her every wish. Trebellius Follio, in his account of the " Usurpers," 
has introduced Victoria to cast contempt, on Gallien, by a comr-ast be- 
tween himself and the boldness of the women of his time. \ uxorious 
was generally governed by his mother's politic counsels, who, lor her 
valour and masculine courage, was styled " Mother of Armies.'' By her 
assistance lie opposed Lollianus. whom lie defeated and slow in a sharp 
battle, remaining sole muster of Gaul, together with his mother, who was 
associated with him under the title of Augusta. 1 The influence exercised 
by i.l'.e Empress in this situation is compared, by a modern writer, 2 to that 
possessed by -Manmuva in an earlier period of the Rowan history, and 
considered to have been "at least as constitutional." 

Cologne was the seat of the Imperial Government of the Vest, and 
Victoria, who resided in that city, exercised, in her son's name, all the 
functions of royalty, while lie devoted himself to a life of pleasure, al- 
though he is said'to have been by nature endowed with every quality 
requisite to form a hero; and to have equalled Trajan in bravery, Auto- 
ninus in clemency. Nerva i:i gravity, Vespasian in managing the iiiihl:e 
money, and Pcrlinax and Sevcrus in his care of the military discipline. 
The author, 3 who considered "no one ought to bo preferred to V lel.o- 
rinus," somewhat contradicts his commendation, when he adds, thai, his 
besotting vices "drowned all his good qualities, and cast such a blemish 
upon his reputation, that no ono dares to record the virtues of a man 
whom all own to have deserved the doom which, in the end, overtook 
him." 4 This doom could not be averted by all the virtues of his mother. 
On his first elevation to power, Victorious had controlled his evil pas- 
sions : but afterwards, imagining his high rank raised him above control, 
disic^ardiiig fear or censure, he'threw off the restraint, and lost, the affec- 
tions";.!' bis soldiers by his immoral conduct towards their wives. The 
plot formed in consequence against the life of Victorious succeeded so 
suodcnlv, as scarcely to leave liim time to name his son Victorinus Au- 
gustus as nis successor. This step, in the event of any emergency, had 
been advised by Vicioria, who appears to have foreseen the fate of her 
son. The heavy wound her mother's heart received in his loss, did not 
deprive her of her presence of mind. She instantly caused her grandson 
10 he proclaimed Emperor, and assumed an unlimited power in his name. 
The honours thus secured proved, however, fatal to the child ; for the 
murderers of his father, in fear of their personal safety under the do- 
minion of Victoria, succeeded in e fleeting the death of the young Em- 
peror almost immediately after. 

Victoria's mind did not, however, sink under this douole tni>iortuue ; 

from hoiieeforward she resolved to preserve that throne, which, during 

five years, she had maintained in her sod's name. Sh^dctenuinedjo 

'Eohard. 'Sir F. Palgrave. 

s Julius Aleiiiums. ' Uuiv. Hist. c Lives of the impresses. 
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govern over the whole empire, by electing sonic general who should en- 
tirely depend oq herself. Maritis appeared to her well lifted for (his 
purpose, and sieeordingly she proposed him to ibe legions, and HO well 
employed her powers of persuasion in his behalf, that she obtained his 
election as Emperor. 1 

Marios was by trade sin armourer, which cast some ridicule on hia 
election; but be was possessed of "intrepid courage, matchless strength, 
and blunt honos'y." 2 In conformity with the terms on which Victoria 
had assisted in bis elevation, she wsts .suffered to enjoy the solid p;>wor, 
while the honours of the government rested on him. At the time 
be received the purple, notwdilisiauding his moan origin, be bad, aft or 
passing through every inferior degree, arrived sit !hu dignity of a general; 
yet so hurt was he one day at an allusion to his former condition made 
by one who laid worked under him in bis shop, to learn the trade, and 
who came to eongrutnlale him when Emperor, t list t lie received him with 
the greatest contempt. This unexpected enndnct so provoked the man, 
that lie killed Maritis on the spot, exclaiming as he stabbed Lim : "This 
very sword you made yourself." 3 

PoKthumus, the colleague of Victorians, succeeded, and reigned for 

In the year 266 a new opponent for the empire arose at Mentis, in the 

person of JElisaius,' but be wsis defeated by rosthumus/' who, however, 
so d'-pleascd the soldiers, by not yielding up the city to be plundered, 
that Ihoy put him and his sou, the younger I'osthunius, to death ; when 
.i',".i:.nas assumed the imperial diadem, ami was proclaimed in that part 
of Caul bordering the llhine, while the rest was. that which had been 
governed by Victorinus. 15 Ilia' IVsidiauus jElianus had governed the 
Unman troops in the north of England, during the reigns of Valerian 
and Gallian, appears by an inscription found in Northumberland. 

Trebellius l/ollio writes concerning Vietoria, that, a.flcr she b;-d beheld 
her sou and grandson slain by the soldiers, and the others in succession 
cut tiff, she stirred up Tetrieus, a Vna.n of a noble family, and chief ruler 
of Aijuitame, to seixe the rule; and by largely bribing the legions. Vie- 
toria at length caused him to be proclaimed Emperor, together with his 
sou Csraar, throughout Gaul, and be was soon after aehnowdedped j-i 
Spain and Britain. 

Tetrieus, who was related to the Empress-Queen Victoria, was, at the 
tinie of his elevation, commanding si part of Gstul ; and as soon as Vic- 
toria had procured his nomination, she sent sin express to inform him of 
his new dignity, exhorting him nut to refuse sm honour conferred upon 
him by the army. He received the imperial robe at Bordeaux, and 

1 Lives of the Empresses. '' Gibbon. 3 Livea of the Hiaprewics. 

1 " l.ollianus and .-T'.liauu* are ^opposed to he the same." — Gibbon. 

6 Some coins of Postliminy were ton mi in a Human vase, which contained others 
of t':e E:v.pcr,:r Valentin, stud was du£ up by smite najrkiiie:! in i> tiuhi. at ('harl- 
tun. in Cheshire, where they h:ol been bailed three feet heiow the surface. — 
J'.:i>-/!>:1 ■•/ Hrien':e <thd the Arts. 

" Univ. Hist. 
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shortly after showed himself worthy of his election and the Queen's 

patronage, by the courage a ml judgment he disp laved during the war in 
Spain. In his absence in that country, Victoria bold the entire govern- 
ment of Gaul, and conducted every ailkir of the statu, aecording^to the 
arrangement she had made with Tetrieus. Placing herself at the 
head of her army, she maintained her authority independent of the 
Roman arms; for after successfully making head" ;o_'a:n*t allien, after 
placing in succession her sou, grandsor. 

had raised Tetrieus to tiie empire, in spite of the power of Claudius. 
Coins of brass, gold, and silver, were coined in her name, and bore her 
impression, specimens of which were still to be seen at Treves, in the 
time of Pollio. Even during the reign of Aurelian, she opposed the im- 
perial arms with an undaunted spirit. At that time Tetrieus was in 
Britain, and Aurelian despatched Constituting (.'morns to that country to 
oppose him. 1 It is not certain whether Victoria herself was ever in this 
island, but a city in Scotland bears the name of the heroine. So great 
was the renown of ibis Queen, that it had not only filled all Cani, but. 
had spread to the limits of the Eastern Roman Empire. Zuuebia, the 
compel ifor of Aurelian, heard with plea.sure of the grandeur of the " He- 
roine of the West," and is said to have desired nothing so much as to 
join her forces to those of the Amazonian Queen, that they micht 
together conojuer the whole world ! 2 

Tetricns had at first yielded to the desire of Victoria, to enjoy the 
supreme authority; but as soon as he was semi rely iixed in power, he 
resolved to shake off the sway of a woman. Victoria, deeply wounded 
at his ingratitude, would have revenged herself; but Tol.rieus, aware of 
her intention, put a period to her existence, within a few months after he 
had received from her the gift of an empire. Thus, in the verv height 
of her power and success, this remarkable woman, distinguished" for her 
powers of mind and masculine judgment, was cut off by means of the 
very agent which she had herself created, in hopes of securing the con 
tinuance of her sway. 

It is thought that the traitor Emperor had expected by tins means to 
ingratiate himself with Aurelian, at whose feet he shortly after threw 
himself, to be dealt with according to his plea.sure. 9 At this critical 
juncture, when Victoria was no more, and Tetrieus in his power, the 
Gallic army was attacked by the forces of Aurelia.ii, when, fighting with- 
out a leader and without order, it was easily cut to pieces. By this 
decisive victory, near Chfdons upon the Mame. the Emperor Aurelian 
obtained iiie dominion of Caul, Spain, and Britain. The year i!7-i wit- 
nessed his triumphal entry into Rome, which was conducted in the most 
superb manner, and graced by the presence of Zennbia and Tetrieus. 
The captives of the several eoneoiercd nations, on this memorable occa- 
sion, followed tiie triumphal chariot with their hands tied behind them. 
The Eastern Queen wa.s so loaded with jewels, that she could scarce 
support their weight, but was compelled to stop from time to time to take 

1 Moront'a Colchester. 'laves of the Empresses. 

' The reign of Tetrieus lasted altogether for six years. 
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breath : some Egyptians of rank, taken at the defeat of Firmus, and the 

principal lord;; of Palmyra, did honour to this ceremony. Amongst the 
rest, were sec: 11 Tetrieus; his son accompanied him : both wore attired in 
(lie Gallic costume, — trnwsers. a saffron funic, and apurple mantle, "one 
of the earliest, instances of French fashions, " remarks Lady Morgan, 
" recorded in the pages of history." 

The Komans were surprised that Aurelka should cause a woman, and 
a Roman senator, who had been Consul, to mix in the procession with 
the Goths. Vandals, and other barbarians; but the Emperor justified bis 
conduct on this point to the Senate, and ever after treated Tetrieus wil.li 
the greatest kindness, to repair the affront put u|:ou him, calling liim at 
times los " colleague," and at others honouring him with the empty tide 
of "Emperor." 

Victoria was more happy than either Zenohia or Tetrious, in having 
'"■•■■■■■i" ■! 1.T death ' the indignity of appearing in this humiliating scene. 
She lefr. her fame untarnished by disgrace, to descend with the memory 
of her virtues to succeeding ages. 

The renown of Victoria inspired the women of her times with high 
projects and haughty daring. Through the suggestions of Vir.ur^ia, wife 
o( .Proealus, tliat. robber ehii ftaln afterwards a.ssumed the iniperia.l power 
fit. Cologne." Viturgia was seconded in her ambitious projeci- by Sampso, 
ii woman of as much spirit ami daring as she herself |n assessed, endowed 
with a manly courage. Proculns had first armed two thousand slaves, on 
his own behalf; after which he entered the army, became Tribune, and 
had the command of several legions, which instigated him to attonmt (lie 
purple, rurt.hcr stimulated by his wife, and supported by the people of 
Cologne, he caused himself to lie proclaimed litnperor in that, city, and 
was afterwards acknowledged throughout the western division of the Un- 
man Empire, including ]>rilaiu. l-'rocu'us was, however, defeated by 
Probus., and taking refuge with the Franks, from whom he pretended to 
derive Ids origin, was delivered up to the Emperor, and punished as he 

The famous Bonosus, the colleague in power of Proculns, was of 

Svrnish descent, but his parents were of British birth, 3 and his father 
laugh' the rudiments of the Latin language, then the vehicle of all 

Icai g iu a public sebool. bkmosus bail entered the army very ymiug, 

and from a soldier worked his way up through the successive intervening 
ecgrces, till lie became a general under Aurelian. The hlmperor who 
bad made him Governor under P.hictia, crave him for his wife a princess 
of the blood-royal of the Goths, whom he had made Ids prisoner daring 
his twenty years' war aga.h^t ilial: people, llunila, and nine o!her Cor hie 
women, in the habit of the other sex, had fought in an engagement, be- 
tween Aurelian and Cannabaud, a Gothic prince. After the battle, in 
which Cannabaud was slain,' some of these females were found dead on 

1 Some say thai; ilic Queen 'licit a natural death. 

1 Univ. Hist. Gihbon. * Some say his mother was of Gallic nrigin. 

'The chariot drawn by four stags, which Aurelian took from this Gothio 
priime, was used by hi.vi aiienmrds ju 'ii?. Lr\caepijid entry into Home. 
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the battle-field, and others token prisoners by the Romans. _ The latter, 
among whom was Huiiihi, were entertained by Auroliau in a maimer 
suitable to their sex and dignity. When peace was made with the Goths, 
Anreiian exacted some of the sons ami (hiugl.it.urs of their chiefs as hos- 
tages, that the youths might be (mined up near bis own person, and the 
damsels be educated in the Unuinu fashion. ITuuila and t.he other noble 
Gothie women, were given afterwards in marriage to his principal officers, 
iu the hope that the two nations might he cemented by these close and 
endearing connections. 1 

Huniia was, distinguished beyond her companions Cor beauty, wit, and. 
virtue; and in giving her to Bonosus, the Emperor calculated, through 
her menus, on betamlmg acquainted wii.h the grout men among the Goths, 
who he hoped would, in feasting and drinking with Bonosus, discover to 
him their secret views and designs. 3 

Bonosus, however, having through neglect caused the Roman fleet on 
the Rhine to bo burnt by the Germans, was so afraid of being punished, 
that he assumed the sovereignty, and caused himself to be proclaimed. 
Emperor by the troops under his command, — a position in which he 
maintained himself longer than was expected, his sway extending over 
Gaul, Spain, and Britain. The last a country which has been named 
"an isle fertile in usurpers." 

Bonosus bad, however, like Vietorinus. a vice which counterbalanced 
bis good qualities, that of inebriety. He was a slave to Bacchus, and 
is said to have been able to drink as much as ten men, without being 
in the least disordered ; 4 this was the cause of his downfall. After light- 
ing several battles with i'robus, the Emperor who sueccded Aurelian, he 
was finally defeated iu a sharp engagement, when he died by his own 
hand, to a. void falling into the hands of the conqueror. 5 When lionosus 
hanged himself, his well-known failing caused the jest to be passed upon 
him, that "there hung a bottle not a man." 

Probus destroying the rebellious Gauls, however, not only spared the 
life of Huniia, on account of her virtue and beauty, but settled an an- 
nual pension upon her, and suffered the sous she had borne to Bonosus 
to enjoy their patrimonial estate. 1 ' 

1 Gibbon. ' Univ. Hist. 

1 Kcarly all the Thirty Tyrants were, iiko Bonosus, persnus of mean birth, who 

had become exalted through tiieir merit, beinj; considered as mode's of virtue 
a [lil iilii'.ily, and rai.sei.i at first by the [uiperia.l in-tit: e. loci afterward- assumed 
the purplii ; the (ei-m Tyrant then sienifyiog not an abuser of power, bat simply 
an usurper. — GSibon. 

« Eohard, Univ. Hist. * Ibid. 

1 Probus was the first Emperor who permitted Gaul. Spain, and Britain to plant 
viaevartls ami to make '.vine. At. the first cumin;! of die Ki.maim, the Britons 
were- umu\|iiaO!tod with the vine, bin a licence btitij; aa-ietod by Probus for its 
euhivaliori. it soon became a very common pnxiiiee. An early account of Lon- 
don iiifuniis us that, in the metropolis itself, we had one vineyard in K;.s:. Snikh- 
iield another in ilattun Garden (which i-A at this time i.-u.lled Vine- street), and a 
third in St. Giles'* in the fields. The vaiious other Vine-street:, in Blooms bury, 
Westminster, Lambeth, and the lSoruujili, have had a similar origin. 

9* 
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The Trish conia, or horn, wa.s lint devoted by our ancestors to martial pur- 

pose.- alone, hut nso.d !a .piaiV rh-ir mead, a mhc™ with thy !.>:t.!ij«h IiuVlt* cv-i 
in the present day.— !F«. ■'.'>,.-. The ai.eicut Soots, as well as the pn-onl 1P.--- 
landers. drank in shells; hence, in the old poetry, we oiieo. inert with the ovp-'a.. 
sum, the "chief of shells," and the " hidls of shells," while to " reioiae in He 
ifjt'il," infant to feast sn-iptnonsly and drink freely. 

The poems ul" (Xssian describe Bosmina. when .sent hv her father Finga] ou an 
emba-sy of pence, as bearing in her right hand a sparkl ; r:, : shell, end in the l«('i 
an iivvoTT of ;fold.--the f :-s! the .'avi'iil ::i ;l rk of peace, the latter tbe <den (i T war 
Allnsion is also, made t:y the pool tn the wine of the stokers, i. s. tin; Uorr.ar;^ 
and the v:is [ 1ViL xdiglils are often mentioned as. annum" (he spoils"! ..^n ; ls 
; ' 1 '" ivilv:ilvc : this was dnvin- ;he exoeditmn of Severas into the northern parts 
of Britain. r 
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ST. HELENA. 

PanaMar of Cod, H« I.»l-f.e«d-P.rl«ul,r, af he, Mrlh-Her ..e.rnnlM,- 

, . ,, 1 v—.nro- ft! -Idol in di Union:- -On -unnn-- .11111:111,1 ■ >""' ' 

Safe" SSp.l« » to hor hi,th-C.leh.,« elate,, the iro^a, = ,, 

lLodor._M.limi:." -lid™.', «dl-doonl!o„- I J- :,,„.T.-C".l»t. 

uSo-The for 1 V . -I ,1 -. 1, „ , t. , II. . ml » 7?™"'™ 

ofChri.liana— Tho.d, „:,■. olnldron-Cmi.t.n.iii- »:.ll. <■' , ( '™"™TJJ 

col' .ml .......Im.t of II..'-...:. lo Tlieodo.a -Ihoror .." .moved— raoata and her 

:s,™,™iopi.tduoo„ ' "o?v,E»t 

tie, of C.n.t.iili.e an.h.-t Maaaaiii.— 1 »■ < "'"'- ° ,v,„ d 7of 
ror— Cities fouad.d 1.. I.o.io.m of llol.m.i- Hol.m. . wn . gs -Ir.g edy or 

S-it dBMy.Bel.i.. oo'le»-l-« »» ' ' ' ^ T1 ", J T, ,„ 

the Cresa-Ilelio.-ller do.th-llooonr. to her memory— Twoea of Helena io 
Britain — Her Caosowaj. 

" Cooll ruled the realmo in l.vrc ami pe.co full wall, 
V doghtor had lie, and none otlmr heyre,— 
Eleyn that Mght, ferra posing good and hg*^ ^^ 

" Of all the Christian world, that Empress moat renowned, 
Constantius' worthy ivife."— Mrrtyturit I'vly Olbion. 

In such terms as these are we introduced by the poets to the Empress 
Queen, St. Helena, whose fine character and whose romantic history 
a%:-d ',[ r 1 1 . ■ r- r. brilliant and pleasing suojeet for biography. 

Cool ' Kin- of the Hvitoiis, tlie father of Helen;., by some suntamed 
"the llawk-L-Kifd," began to reign over that portion of ternary kno,. :. 
in tin- pr^.nt day as 1,-- and Hertford .hi it. m ll™ year 238, and 
a,ld,,l too piincipaiitv of North Wales to his dominion, shorty atter. ov 
1, II 1 t- I en ltd t the royal 

house of Eudda, 3 whence in still later times oame the— 

" Pendragon kings of ether's royal race," 
amonest whom was the celebrated Arthur. 

The wife of Coel was the only daughter of Cadfan, son of Conan ap 
Budda, Kins of Wales. , 

ll is sopno^od hy some writers that one daughter alone wa« bom I . J,l 
royal pu.ir, the princess afterwards known as St. Helena ; there were, faow- 

' Harding, KeM-t, Baroni-B, Lewis, Polyrtore, Virgil, iWs, and many others, 
assort that IlelcTi vrsu> duugliter of Oo!, Km- ■■M^ !■>£«>"*■ 

1 Colehfjstcv Chronicle. 



a tv Google 



104 



ST. HELENA. 



ever .throe child™ ; of .hon th. eldest wa. Tiboen, nr Helena; the 

second ,G...1„, the J!m..l, name of Julia; „„,! ,he ,|, irJ r ; „.,„, 

'""' '™ nioternol family station of Co,,,,,.' Of Hi, p,i„,,. „],„ 

on hi, folio,-, dcutli, »i»|, to govern over the northern i,r,i,.,„, 

'"'"'f" J "*, " l "> 1 '" Sernuwcn, „hi, 1, ,„,, placed 1„ one „f ,„„. „j„ ,.,a 

:',' ""' "" ,"' •;V,' ! " ll: ""*, '""'">' '■•'•""" «»'i"'l» l"»„s sidii. "i followint- 
""' """'. T '" J '"■""•<•' "' 1>" two royal ,.i,,.o„, Ilolouf ,„,] Juli, , ,b| 

0.0 destined ,„ oroo,0 , ,10,7 lillO of llmpo,-,,,, j„ (1,0 lt,„„.„ world , llo 

oilier, l„ transmit ,„ I,,.,- descendants that „„po,i ; ,i ,!i,, n .;. v , ,,- f , ;, ]■ ,| „.,., , 
ll.oro,,lo,,ooo,,tor,l,ol'i„,l,o,o„ fondly, desoended to C.dwallioi",,, To, 
,™l l.ntis, I'o.ooo of W.lo, of Komau dooooot, .,.1 p„.„,l „„ „, ,]„ 
family oi I „,!„,., „f ,,1,101, ll,,,,,., ,1,0 govtotl, wo. ,1,„ ||,.„, „,„> „,„. 
-0,0 Sovonoo,, Lad v. Victoria, flio latest rovol representative ° 

Helena was „ name dooivo,! fr„l„ flio Uioek, si:„l,fvi,lo- „ pitiful " „ n ,l 
five,, „, I,,,,,- „„,„ „, ,.„,,,,, ,l„,, g |,to,. !)v , hc ,;, ,;,.,„ -^ m ,,.„„, , if 
lor ooo,p„.oioo„,o deposition, [f,:,- troo lliitish ,01,00 woo Tieon, ' thus 
written in some Welob lines quoted by Mr. Kowlandsi— 

"Tibo,,,, foroli ,',,„1 flouobog 
I Grid a gafoad y Grog." 
Many other titles were borne by this excellent princess, such as the 

surname of" l„„„l,l„ g ," „„„1 ,|„, „„bi„ „„,„n of Flavin obtained „„ I,,,,- 
00,100,50 wiui Const,,, „i„s, tin descend,,,,,. „f Ye,p„,„„, who derived it 
linn, too, o.mpeior, through hi. own eroot-unole, Claudius Go, hie,,-. The 
title of Augusta „■„. added when Help,,,, wa, „„„1„ ]!,„„,,,; ,,,„„,. 
||uentlv, fy so, no lo„t„,„„„ ,1,, i, called Hiivia Julia Hohun, iiuo,,,, ■ 
tier toolloint form,,,, towood, ti,o olooo of hoi lone oat,,,,, aoooio , loo-' 
moreover the epithets of "the Prosperous" and '• the Powerful ■» and 
to 010,™ iho v,r,„o and pioly „f this nioiooiablo prinooss will, Iho hioho.t 
disiinolion. ,|,„ tel,e„,„s „f after-ages have aivnidod to her tl,„ V o, emion 
of a soiot; 00 that flio name of St. Helena has doscoioool lo us with ,oore 
than 1,11,1c innrtul celebrity. 

■ Or. Cenaa ,p Coel ; Rowland's Man, iTlaoal • Cart,, Gibbon: 

the following tohlo oshibits the Tlooso 0, liuddai — 
Eudda, King of North Walua. 
Kynnn, aonofEndda, 



Cadfan, son of Kynan. Caradoo, brother of Cadfan. 
C °m f i^S.^Seradwen, only daughter of Cadfan, 
Seradwen. 



Ellen Lueddog. Caala. Kenan, son of Coel. 

I J th. name af Ellen La.dd.g I, 

;' ,!l -"', ,: "■■ , " »"'■ " < 1 1,, mi. 1 ,„o ,.„. 

the name attnbaled by bir ,lol,„ Vice to her. ' ' 

• In the north of England, Tibby la .till aaed as an abbreviation of Helen, 
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EoiTiiia and British writers, diner in many particulars, vf-spot-il ng the 
life of the daughter of Coel. TIioko Greek ami Latin authors who were 
her contemporaries, wriiio;: wii.h the jiarty-spirit of their times, have 
testified a partiality tii the: side of iheir own country, whenever its honour 
became placed in collision wir.li that of Britain. As regards tho history 
of a princess (if Briitsh birth, tho testimonials of hor native historians 
are probably most to bo depended upon, and may bo considered us surer 
guides to truth. 

The principal evidence extant, respecting the birth of St. Helena, is 
tiia.t of riio " Colchester Chronicle,''' preserved in that city. According 
to litis document, Iter birth took plate at. Colchester, about a. d. 242, four 
years after her father mounted the throne.' This testimony is mil, only 
universally admitted by British historians, and conlirmcd by fnciuu 
writers, but borne out by the local traditions of that neighbourhood; for 
from ages past, even i.o llie present doy. it has been the boast of the in- 
habitants of Colchester, that , w t. Helena was born there; and in com- 
memoration of the holy cross which she afterwards discovered, the arms 
of tho town are a knotty cross between four crowns. 3 

The erroneous idea taken up by some authors, of Helena being an 
only child, seems to have arisen from the superior pains bestowed on her 
education by her father, who destined her to become his s 
throne. To be Queen of the Britons, even then, was a lib, 
destiny; but Coel could scarcely have imagined to what at 
would rise, when ho predicted, from the precocity of Helena's talents, 
the distinction she would attain; and, in consequence, determined that 
her brother and sister should receive as their inheritance his northern 
states, 3 and the southern be appropriated to her, his eld est- born. Coel, 
however proud of her acquirements, could not then have contemplated, 
in litis favourite cliioi, the future Komau Kutpress, — one with whose name 
all the Unman as well the British .Umpire, should resound; nor could ho 
dream that the daughter of it Pagan prince should lead the bright proces- 
sion of Christian converts onward I.o an immortal and iiuporis'aa.l/.c I; i i iir- 
dutii, unlike his, never to pass away! Yet such was the career merited 
out by Heaven for the I'luipross Queen of Constauliu.-., the daughter of 
the British Cool.' 1 

1 Movant's Colchester, Raleus, Lewis. 

" The following is (lie entry in the liofriiuiiiicr of the undent Record Rook ot 
t'nat city, commonly called Ike (lath !■■■■. k, which 1 ■ v the hand appears to have 
been written filifnil. [In; be^inni rig of K..l« a ill 1 1 l.'s reign ; a. i.i. 2-1 ti, I lelena [i'.io. 
Codis nusdiur in Coh.iccsi.iia." Morant's Colchester, IJaleas, ticofiYey ol' Men- 
month. 

1 At a later period, pro tidily af'tce Ccnan a;i ("eel's death, the Princess Julia, 
niarryma; lutein ap I'a.ilijrn, a norti.otu prime, inherited her iinnhcr'n Welsh 
estates. — Owen's I',:di;/iccn. 

' Leland, CamoVm tih^teubmy Historian, itu. Anion;; those who call Helena 
a native of ISr.laim ivitlojut runinie; Cuiohos;.ei', were. Hurler, l'.::.!v.i..n-c V. ■>■■_]'. 
ami Havias .lulius Dexter. Wt, Ambrose, Cedreuus, Siccjuiorus. cited by Gib- 
bon, and other modern writers, deny that she was a native of Ihitain. Camden 
tells us, only one author states she was koiai at Naii,-us ; and Drake calls her a 
native of I'oi'if, tVem a speech m.nle h.y seine Eo^li.-h orators at the councils of 
Cunstiinee and 1'asi'L,— an opinion, he thought, widck received comirmalhm from 
the anonymous panegyrist of her sen Constantino, 
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Gifted by nature in a preeminent degree, Helena's beauty surpassed 
that of any of the Jiritish maidens, her companions; 1 slie possessed, 
moreover, "an innate brightness of wit, eloquence of .speech, and elegant. 
manners," which added still {(router charms. 2 In a knowledge of the 
liberal arts, she is said not only to have surpassed her own oountrvwotntu. 
but those of every other nation ; and she was partienlarly distinguished 
by her taste for music, in which she had attained great pTofioiency. 
Ppenser, in bis " Faerie Queenc/' thus celebrates the praises of our 
Island Princess, whom he calls — 

"Fnyre Helena, tho fairest living wight, 

Who in all pn'llv thc!::es ami fior.dly praise ■ 

]>!J i';ir piccll, '■ml "u- mt-Ht i'Miiuus hight 

For skill in musicke of all in her ilaies, 

As well in ciiriou-s instruments as cunninge laies." 

There seems to be no doubt that Helena was both a musician and a 

peetess, for certain literary works attributed to her are even now said to 
be extant; among which are noted a volume of Greek poems. — for Helena 
was deeply read in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin lore. 3 Even a royal lady 
of modern times might have been proud of the compliments lavished oil 
tin) daughter of Coe] by historians; one tailing her "both fair, and wise, 
and good, and well lettered," 4 while another designates her L1 a noble lady 
and a learned." 5 

She had arrived at her eighteenth year when the event occurred which 
drew her forth from her studious life, ami shed the first, bright ray on the 
path of her future greatness. This was her marriage to Constantius, at 
that time only in the dawn of his own rising fortunes. 

Flavins Valerius Constantius, surnamed " Chlorus," according to some 
historians, from the green garments he wore in childhood, or from his 
pale complexion, was of imperial descent, his mother Claudia being nicee 
of the Emperor Claudius C.othious. 7 His father, a noble lord of Jllyria, 
was a native of Naissus. the eapiial of the Tlardaniau nation, which con- 
sisted of a great part of Mcesia, and there the earliest years of Constantius 
were passed. There also the orders of Aurelian, under whom the youth 
first bore arms, reached him. For these reasons the city was, in "after- 
times, embellished by the filial affection of his son, Constantine the 
Great, with many noble buildings. 

Though Aurelian never visited Britain in person, be was a great, deal 
in Gaul during the wars with the usurpers; and Constantius also was 
there, no doubi, at. i.iiat time, having entered the army at the age oi'fuur- 
teen, and being at the time of Aurcliun's accession in his twentieth your, 
A. li. 270. Three years after, when Zenobia and Tetrieus were hiring 
paraded in Heme, in the triumphal prncessiun of Aurelian. Constantius 
was distinguishing himself, ar.d obtained a great victory for tho Eomans, 
at Vindomessa, in .Switzerland. He afterwards was known as the "con- 

■ Onain's Chronicle. ■ Balans, a Caxton. 

* HolinsheJ. ■ Ibid. ■ Geoffrey of Monmouth. 

1 Vie de Constantiu ; Leigh's Choice Observations. 
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queror of Spain," 1 aud was received into the body-guard of Probus. On 
tbe defeat of Bonosus and Proculus, by a singular coincidence we find 

Const aut.i us, Cams, l.liooleshiu, and iUa\i:uiaii, walking together in tri- 
umphal procession into the Roman capital, each of whom were subse- 
quently raised to the empire. Cons tan tins afterwards commanded a legion 
us Tribune; and the Emperor Cams, who made him Governor of .Dal- 
matia, had some thoughts of naming him his successor, instead of the 
worthless Carinns, his son. After Carinas and Numerican, sons of 
Carus, the empire devolved on Dioelesian, a. D. 284. It was to oppose 
Carious that Dioelesian first created Jlaximiau Caesar; and afterwards, 
on the death of that Emperor, he saluted him as his own colleague and 
partner in the imperial dignity, a. 1). 286. 2 

According to Platina, Const.anlius obtained a great victory in Gaul, 
under Probus, when several thousand German mercenaries were slain, 
through his bravery in renewing the fight after an unsuccessful engage- 
ment; and, in consequence, peace was restored to the province. It is 
certain that his uncle Claudius fought against this Gauls under Postbumus. 
The same author dates this event, in a. I). 2H1, in which year Maximiau 
Hereuleus is said to have made himself master of Britain, it, being ten 
years after Carausius was slaiu. We find that Dioclesiau sent Maximiau 
into Gaul to quell an insurrection, about two years before the creation of 
the C;esars (Coustuntius and Galenus), ana that he was afterwards (treated 
Augustus by Dioclesian. 3 

There seems every likelihood that in this ca:up;:i!.r:i Coi-stsntms acted 
in co-operation with Maximian, hut there is an error as to the date, as 
the victory of Probus occurred many years earlier, and most likely that 
was the date of Helena's marriage. 

There seems no doubt that it was during the wars of the Empire 
against, the usurpers in Gaul that Constantius paid his first visit to 
Britain. 

One of the most formidable enemies of Rome at this period was Carau- 
sius, a man of great bravery, but moan birth, employed by I he Empire to 
guard the frontiers of Britain from invasion. Maximiau, then associated 
with Dioelesian, who had ordered him to be stationed at Boulogne for 
that purpose, liuding lie had turned the power invested in him to his own 
advantage, ordered him to be put to death ; but Carausius escaped into 
Britain, whore having many fol.nwers, lie assumed the purple, and caused 
himself to he proclaimed Emperor. Maximian, unable to contend at the 
time until a fleet was prepared, permitted him to continue in his assumed 
power; and at this time Carausius boldly issued a medal, associating 
himself with Dioclesiau and Maximiau, of which the legend was — " The 
PEACE OF THE THREE AuGTJSTI." 4 After several years, Allccl.US Was 
sent to reduce him to dependence on the Empire ; but that traitor, unit- 
ing in his schemes, at first governed in his oaino, and afterwards betrayed 
and killed him, aud ruled in his own behalf for the space of three years 
as Augustus. The Britons, oppressed by the tyranny of Alleetus, pieced 

1 John ltous, Colchester Chronielu, (3 swift rev of Monmouth. 

1 Butler, Gibbon. * Platina. ' Hoffman's Uni* Lexicon. 
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themselves under the command of Asolepiodatus,' who, after slaving Al- 
leetus, assumed the supremo power for a time, and in Lis tuni wa/o.-nmcd 
to fall in a contest with Coel, father of St. Helena. 

Tlie deecased Asolepiodatus was a Briton by birth, and by descent 
Diilie oi Cornwall :■ he was also a prajtorian prrci'eet, and led the Uoman 
fleet; so that both he and his predecessor, Allectus, had assumed the 
supreme power in the Konian name. When, therefore. (VI conquered 
As.clepuidatus, it became necessary to vindicate llie Empire, for he was 
not only a Briton, Lot king hy ancient right, of descent; and the Uomans, 
fearing nil authority in the island would cease to exist, despatched Con- 
staotius Chlorus to redeem their tarnished honour, and revive the laurels, 
of his country. 

Coel, having openly become, by the train of circu. in stances just detailed, 
the enemy of Rome,' 1 Constant! us, on his arrival, proceeded to iav siefl-o 
to the city of Colchester, the capital of his dominions, which, as some 
say, was bravely defended for three years, but. at ior^lh relieved upon 
the Uconnti general entering into a treat v with ihe King for the Land of 
his daugntur, " the iayre Helena." Some relate that Coel. know he..- that 
Constants was " a wise and bold man," a and noted for bravery, sent, on 
his own parr., ambassadors, !o offer pcaee and submission to the Unman 
power, provided he was allowed to retain his kingdom, on payment of 
the usual tribute. With this Constant.ius complied, and' Coel confirmed 
the treaty, by bestowing ou the general the hand of his daughter 5 when 
" Constant ms espoused her with much honour." 6 

Aromautie, but somewhat improbable, incident has been related of the 
first ininiduetion of Cons Ian tins and Helena. It is said that the nurse, 
or " attendant maiden," of the princess, dreading ihe dangers to which 
her youth and beauty might bo exposed, if slie were LebeTd by any of 
the lawless soldiers of the Roman army then besieging the city, disguised 
her young mistress iti humble attire as a poor maiden, and concealed her 
m the house of a countryman ; but the precaution was in vain. The 
chance of war conducted Constantitis to her retreat, who was so charmed 

' Bran an Lyr, or AsR^pitjdatus, [Borland's Mona. Anti.[. I 3,c<-nn to rcboi 
A. i). _,,,!, ami li^ t ,owcr lasted thirty years : he much injured ihe n,,m:ii] IL uili',>. 

Tltv. ill.! the ne«s of his dealh „ a „: ,,.,.,,,. j„ y .„ J.;,,,,,,,. |-Jj, -. 1 i . . =-= ] ,cd. I Tile 

sister el Ayrlepicuatus was called lironveu. the IVhile-NeeUe.h and ["hiriech 
Castle was anciently called Tor Jinmwen, because it ,vas the ulace „f her ak.dc 
[t'eimaut's Mnowden.] 

Caransius, keepies Cor his own use the booty he took from the Savon pirates 
made Maximum tiunk lent he connived at their joracios. The weaiih earned by 
1i:.h exukuts and repmatimi caused him to be hailed Aue.uslus In tin: Jlr ■ o ■ 
lie :- m;i:I i,:, have built vessels ..fwsv, and the mane me..!:,:- struck hy him iin- 
pre-seo v.nh various ncviccs and inscriptions, U'siiiv ihe pon.p i.rd snhndi ■- of 
h:s rftijru. One of 1T10 coins olTarausius bears the ensues v.i ihe Kiernnl (dlv 
and, as tbr !■'. [M-rave. remarks, "il is very rvmurki.hle that the v.olf and t're 

twins :ut copied oi ;i:e rude i-imtae/e ..:!' Beiieil.eit. the lui^v.ah'a or T'lvun-r 

ot Aii S lo-Su,son Britain." ' 

Carew's Survey of Cornwall. ' John Rous, Monunt ' John Rous. 

( Geoffrey of Monmouth, John Rous, Warrington, Morant. ■ Caston. 
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with Helena, Hint lie carried her off. On discovering, however, ranch to 
his surprise, that she was the King's daughter, lie made her his wife. 

To this important, incident, if it really did occur, may ho attributed 
seme of the stories which hive been circulated to the disadvantage of 
Helena, disputing the Utility of her union with Cor.st.an I i us. The Col- 
uhaslar 'Citrmdda itself mentions her, in some instances, as '-Coiv.-ulina ;" 
and it becomes rather an important question, to inquire into the exact 
particulars of her union with Constantius. 

The word " concubina" is sometimes used " -in. lonam jiirrfi'm" for a 
wife as well n.s a concubine, and, in relation to Helena's lis:, simply meant 
a lady of inferior dignity to the daughter of Maximia.n, whom Constan- 
tius espoused at an after-date. Mnrimms Seotus, who boldly defends 
Helena, says that, she who was " a King's daughter, a Cesar's wife, and 
an Emperor's mother, was no concubine." Two anthers, however, have 
stigmatised her memory with this accusation — Julian, the apostate, and 
Zosimus; of whom the" former was an Emperor of Home, who tried, by 
every means in his power, to subvert, the attempts made by Helen:, and 
her sou Constantino to establish the Christian faith; the latter a Greek 
historian and a pagan, who is noted by ecclesiastical writers, as remark- 
able for the prejudice with which he has treated the Christian Emperors, 
and especially for his severity towards Constantino the Great. 1 St. Am- 
brose, the only respectable witness against Helena,' asserts a startling 
fact, that Helena, was first seen by Constantius in his march from Persia 
(when passing through Xicomedia), at- an inn in the little town of Dre- 
pamun. where he had fixed his quarters. 3 Had this circumstance been 
known to Zostmus. the declared euemy of Cons tan tine, he would not 
have failed to make use of it. Several other historians say, that, the 
union of Constnutius wit.li Cool's daughter was not legal.' The author 
of the History of Colchester, adopting the record of that city, says: 
"The constant tradition amongst, us has always been, that Helena had 
bv Constantius her son Constantino born b"fin-c marriar/c ; but, soon 
after the birth, he married her. and adopted him." This tradition, pre- 
served in the old British memoirs, is published hy Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth, and other authors of various times and nations, of whom M iehael 
Alford. who wrote expressly on the subject, cites no less than seventy. 5 

There are, on the other hand, many who declare Helena to have been 
the lawful wife of Constantius. That elahorate writer, Mr. Butler, iu 
his memoir, says, "it i.<- eeiiain she was married l.o him.;"" and Crevier, 
in his "LivcsV .Roman Emperors," speaks thus on this important, point: 
" Some, even Christian authors, have disputed the marriage of Constan- 
tius, and thus rendered illegitimate the birth of Constautine. But, in 

■ Aikin's Biography. * Crevier. 

' St. Ambrose and Nieephorns both refute the same story, and the former has 
been copied by several French writers. 

' Eusebius, Orosius, St. Jerome, Oiissiodoru.s, and Rede. ' Morant. 

"At Naples is still eitsint an inscription, in which Helena, is styled the wife 
of Constiuitius. I" two others, to be seen in Mi'titer, she is distii-.-niMii'il ivi:li 
the title of Augusta, i.hieh itus nir.cr &i*n, us b well known, to a concubine. 

10 
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reality, ibis opinion seems to have had no other foundation 1 than Helena's 
being of greatly inferior rank to her husband. 2 That excepted, every- 
thing conspires to make as look upon her as united to Constuntius by a 
lawful nl.r:>ice; tin? distinction v.'liic-h Constaniine always enjoyed at I)io- 
olesian's court, where he held the first rank next to the Emperor; the 
very eircumstanoe of hi; being an hostage, which supposes him to have 
been dear to his father as a son destined to succeed him ; and the great 
encomiums given by panegyrists to the chastity of Constat) tins, whom his 
son is praised for having imitated, which make it probable that Oms tan- 
tine was the legitimate son of Constantius Chlorus." Indeed, bad any 
farther proof of ibis been wauling, it v.-as furnished afterwards by an ad- 
dress made to Constantino himself, on the occasion of his marriage to 
1'ausia, daughter of Maximian, by his learned and elegant., but unknown 
panegyric!, who speaking of Constantius, says: "He had freed the pro- 
vinces of Britain from slavery ; you ennobled t.hcni by your origin !" 

Iho enemies of her fail h sought thus to disparage her memory ; but 
the t'aet, of a Rowan Lmperor, as Constauf.ius afterwards became, having 
espoused a British woman, was, in those days, sufficiently extraordinary 
to create comments on the legality of the tie. Gwenissa, daughter of 
Claudius, is not oven named by Roman writers, in their disdainful eon- 
tempt of her alliance with the British Ar vi vagus ; and Helena's son is 
sr-guiati/ed as illegitimate, no doubt, from similar reasons. The daughter 
of del was held to be a match beneath the dignity of the Roman name; 
yet it is not impossible that hers was what is yet known os a hnn-J/nst 
ma-rriu;jt! in Scotland, the country from the neighbourhood of which her 
mother came, and that this had given colour to the account of her son's 
illegitimacy. That Helena possessed great attractions, even in the eyes 
of one of the most wise and accomplished senators of Rome, is unques- 
tioned; and the gentleness and amiability of Constantius in times of 
peace, as renowned as his bravery in war, mils' have confirmed the attach- 
ment of the island princess. Ample testimonials exist of the tender affec- 
tion which subsisted between them, an affection still more strongly 
cemented by the birth of a son, to be afterwards known as Constantino 
iho Croat, 8 — a title bestowed on him for his many sinning talents and 
great actions. Whether Britain or Dacia 4 was the birthplace of this 

1 Some waters cull Helena •' oteeuri generis." Jiiiiiis I'lnvius lle.ila oalls her 
■'a chief woman of Britain," and Mr. Lewis, ■■ a kind's daughter," dcoyus the 
assertion of her iiipsn origin. Ax her father was "master of the horse to [he 
lai]|:n!Vi>v," -oine have called .her a housekeeper's daughter ; from that arose the 
title of "(jdrrics .Stalmli, or constable" (Lewisj; out ethers again designee her 
a> Stabulam, from her haviiii; huiit a church after wards over the maiu>er in 
which our Lord was laid at his birth. As well as the encomiums of hisioivias on 
lior virtue, sao was, .iccovdiiie; to I'c'ydore Vergil, "a wvy virlnous woman." 
spe other an fliers, who soeah of );ev in terms which eeuhi in>t have heen 1-esTowcd 
en one who was exceptionable in one of the first of woman's attributes. 

'■Gibbon dismisses the ijuestion by savin-, "We are obliged to confess that 
Helena, was the daughter of an innkeeper." 

' Platina's. Lives of the Popes. 

* That Britain was Helena's own birthplaoe and that of her son Constantme is, 
oceo::lioii to Camden, "what af. historian- vdio have written on that subject, ex- 
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prioce Las been a subject of dispute, literary and national, as well it 
might, for honours are coveted by all; but the general opinion is that 
Cosi~t.fiistiri(; was burn at Colchester, the native city o! Helena, and can 
consequently be: claimed as British. This would never have been ques- 
tioned, but that J-Telemi, subsequently in her marriage, at times accompa- 
nied her husband in his foreign campaigns. Nor is it the least convinc- 
ing proof of (he legality of Helena's tie with Coustantius, that the laner 
entrusted this son, the child 'if bis dearest a.ifoct.ions, to the maternal care 
of Helena for his education, knowing that her enlightened and cultivated 
mind fitted her for so arduous u task. 

It is an. acknowledged fact, that in the history of nearly all those indi- 
viduals iv ho have attained an eminent, distinction for great or good finali- 
ties, the hand of a mother may he traced as implanting the first seeds 
which riper years have matured. How honourable was the appellation 
of Cornelia, mother of the Gracchi ! How high a lustre is still shed on 
the name of Helena- -when added to it is that title which speaks volumes 
in her praise — the mother of Constantino the Great! 

Mr. Morant, iu his History of Colchester, says, the city walls were 
most probably built in the times of the Romans. He remarks, " the 
west wall readied as far as St. Helen's Lane. On the north and east 
side the castle was secured by a ditch and rampart of earth. This ram- 
part is thrown up upon a wall that fnrmcriy encompassed cither the castle 
or the palace of Cnel, on the site whereof the castle is built, the buttresses, 
ami other parts of which, have been lately disoovored." That Colchester 
had slron;; walls and a castle subsequent to this period, is a fact attested 
by the remains of both, even in the present day. The castle was built 
by Edward the Elder, who also repaired the city walls; and, says the 
same writer, " if there were any remains of Cod's palace, he might per- 
haps bestow some pains iu repairing that too, and making it a kind of 
I'u irit' cation. The present castle was builr. after: the Norman Conquest." 

As the walls of London arc said to have been built by Helena about 
this date, 1 Colchester was very probably fortified at the same time; for 
Constantius Would naturally be anxious l.o defend his capital against 
the hostile incursions of neighbouring princes. Many writers attribute 
the walls of Colchester to Helena rather than to her father, 2 and it is 

Key.i t.'e.:lrenus ae-.l NieqiU'-'i'HH, ail'irm wlt.li one voice," .(alius [-"milieus, a 
Christian writer, who liveJ soon after the death of Constanties, says, it! his work 
'■On tile Error of Profane ilclicio;.,'' that L'i'nsta.nh'no was horn at Tarsus, near 
Nicoineiia, in lhlhyniit, a 'own of Dacin, Others fix his birtli nt .Naissas, near 
the. Udviliind'es fliayle's liiciiuaaryj ; but there the son is confounded with the 
father. (Bee Camden and Butler.) 

1 Miscellaneous History. The creeks ahmit. Colchester and the Mersey Island 
a I'd celebrated for tlieir line oyster Heils : tins fact alone recitero'l it a tavouiita 
rcsjili'iiee wii.li liie Romans. It was from this people we first learnt, the art of 
fiLtt.onhij; u 1 1 v oysters in artilieinl laels, the feeding-nits be : na; lirst inveiitca about 
nine!.} years latere fiirist, arid lie: place where they were lirst eon strue roil was 
upon die snore of !'«iiai. Kven as early as the reign of Vespasian, (he lirilish 
uyster was deemed famous amoie.r their lux alio as Ionian cotapiorors, iiii'i lie. iiL;al 
Worthy to be carried into Italy. [Win It a her ; Brittou and lirayley.] 

' Stowe, John Rous. 
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beyond (piestien that Oonsf.ant'us, who displayed groal talent, in architec- 
tural doeigos, rtssisit.ed his consort in the undertaking. Tiritain is said to 
have owed many of her public works and ornaments to Coristamius, who 
invited over architects from abroad to assist in carrying out his plans for 
(he advantage of the people and security of the Koman government. The 
city of Worcester is said to lie of liis foundation.' It is not, therefore, 
surprisin:: llial the oldest, paroeliial church in the city should bear the 
name of St.. TToicn. Chlorcndon Park, near Snrum, in Wiltshire, received 
from him its name of " Ohloron," which, .some say, had heen given him 
bv the. Brians nis account of his wearing a long train which was carried 
after him, this being the toga or robe which betokened his rank as a 
senator of Tinmc. Ohloretidon, now Clarendon Park, says Mr. Kennel., 
" is a park the size of which exceeds any park in the kingdom; in the 
north part of which, nest Chinreu, is a church covered over with ivy, 
called ivy Church ; and to give credit to a. late poet, the park bin! in it twenty 
groves, each of which was a mile in compass, and it contained a house of 
the king's within it, but long since dilapidated." In the time of Con - 
atantius, a fortification was built by that prince on the side of the down 
near P;ir;im, of which the ramparts arc yet, remaining; it bore the name 
of Ch'orcn, like the park in which the Koman King of Britain designed 
to make his own residence. 1 

For some years after Coel'a death Constantius remained in Britain, 
adding improvements for the public benefit, and maintaining the security 
of the Koman interest. During this interval ho paid tliecnstomary tribute 
on hia own account to the Koman Emperor.' 

Several children were born to the Roman King of Uritain; the name 
of the eldest does not appear. A quarrel hail arisen between him and 
bis younger brother Lucius, and he was unhappily killed by the latter; 
for which Ccinstimlius exiled the fratricide from l.iriiain, appointing him 
to dwell in Aquitaine. The penitent, prince subsequently embraced the 
Christian faith, and entered the Church, first becoming an elder, and 
afterwards bishop. " He built, a house of prayer, in which he and his 
followers worshipped God." 4 

j attest its Raman origin, 
_ r __jd of chesnut. The chesuuf was firsl introduced iulo Britain from 
[.■. ii'i "..in- liaia.oi coia/iciiirs. ami, : .a all Ukelihued, first by Coustnntius 

himself. 

' As tins prince's history (hies not nymenr a-suon in conjunction wirh that of 

!■■■■,-[ :■.!■< ami Ileleini, it may be named Iiere, that Ceiisomline. his brother, 

after ids awe conversion and accession te. the emjiire, promoted l.neini tn several 
ecclesiastical situations: who finally near, into Phetia, accompanied by his sister 
Enicriia, and nenv tiie city of Aujiusla, converted the (hirieusos te the faith of 
Christ. i!« was put to death in the Cas:or Marfis, and buried in the city of A ti- 
ff us ta, where his'icslieal was kept en the od of December. The truth of these 
particulars is attested bv the abbey faiiinied by Prince Lucius, and an ancient 
liymn coomosed to bis honour, entitled "Gitiuie Loc-ionem." Emerita, dauirht.oi' 
of' Helen, 'also was martyred in Tiuliicastcll, where her brother Lucius dwelt. 
[Hermanns Schedelius, Holinshed.] 
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During the interval between the death of die! and Constantius mount- 
ing his throne in Britain, and that in which he succeeded to the Roman 
empire, (his great man made more th;in one campaign abroad; :md under 
all the changing vicissitudes of the roving lift: of Constant ius, Helena 
and her first-born, Constantino, wore his constant companions. 

Tlie daughter of Coel afterwards accompanied her husband in his cam- 
paigns abroad. We are expressly informed ' that Constantius, who 
'■■ surpassed all others in iiis endeavours ic increase the Roman ooiniuou- 
v,-'-:dth,' accompanied by his ii:ij\', Elavia Helena Augusta, passed out cf 
Britain intoCiermany, attended by an in Unite number of Britons, of whom 
it is thought the city Bretta derived its name." 1 Constantius was 
founder of the city of Constantino, in Normandy. The sea adjoining 
Bithynia, from this Empress, also, was called lielenaoontus, or U.elles- 

A period of reverse, however, was at hand, whieli was destined to 
throw a deep shade over the mother and son. The details which led to 
this misfortune must necessarily be given. 

About sis years after those revolutions in the mighty empire of Rome, 
which had assceintod Dioclcsian and 3Ja\iioian in the cares of supreme 
power, the joint Emperors agreed to elect two ('a>snr.= a.s their colleagues, 
each of whom, by being appointed ruler over a certain portion of 
dominions belonging to them, should render assistance in presi rvjng 
order over their extended empire. The persons on whom their choice 
fell were Galerius and Constantius, and to the proposed honour about to 
be conferred one only condition was affixed, ere calculate:! to insure the 
dignity of those elected, thai, of each becoming the adupred sou, or rather 
sou'-in-law, of the two Emperors. It was previously determined by 
Ilioele.sian awl Vlaximian, that in case of the newly created Cassavs being 
already married, they should repudiate their wives, and be left free to 
esmviso the imperial brides desired to them. Ca!orius was originally 
a shepherd of lllyria, but had afterwards become a soldier of Rome; his 
character was a mixture of cruelty and bravery. 1J is. pride at such an 
advancement to fortune made him willingly agree to put away from him 
his wife, for he also was married, and he, received the hand of the fair 
Valeria: by which the general who had led his army before the victory, 
became second only in rank to his imperial fadierdodaw DiocUisian. and 
his colleague. Had his worth been far greater, ho might, we'd have been 
proud of receiving the hand of a bride so amiahle as the highiy gi:':ed 
Valeria, who, as well as her mother, stood high in the estimation of the 
Romans: he dismissed, therefore, without a sigh the partner of his 
humbler fortunes, and took his new honours cheerfully. With Cou- 
stantius Chlorus the circumstances were different in all respects. 

The beautiful Elavia Theodora was not indeed the daughter of Maxi- 
mian. but of his wife, the Empress C-alei'ia Valeria Eutropia, by a noble 
Syrian who had died shortly after the birth of this, their only child 
The widow's beauty had attracted many admirers, and amongst- others 

' By Lewis, in Hist, of Britain. * John Rous, 

i T, ew is. ' Jol, n Rous. 

10* H 
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Horouleus Mfisirnitin, who, though ju person more caleulatod to inspire 
terror than love, was successful in hip suit. Eutropia being fLuzlo;! by 
tliC prospect of iin imperial diodem, as soon as her appointed time for 
mourning was at on em:!, gave her luint.3 Id Ma.ximian. and the first link 
wa,-, wrought by tint; step for the future fortunes of Theodora. From 
tJmt time Home had two reigninc I'huperors, and two blni presses hn.1 pre- 
sided over the female world ei' Koine. I'risea and Eutropia, entirely dif- 
ferent in diameter, though so nearly allied in rank and dignity. Prisca, 
wife of Ilioelesian, adorned the throne by her virtue and good sense, 
while a Christian by practice as well as present, she viewed without dis- 
trust or jealousy her beautiful rival fluiropla., who, naturally disposed to 
gaiety and di'.ersion, though she had. at her first elevation, cautie-.tsiy 

i railed be:- levity of character, sonn yielded herself up to its tlietti.tes. 

Entirely indifferent, to her husband, she encouraged .admirers, and allowed 
the attentions of a handsome Syrian; yet. so tar was Maximinu from 
resenting Eutropia's conduct, (but be appeared blind to this intimacy. 
His great desire for Tin heir wdio might perpetuate (.he honours of bis 
family was vainly indulged during some years. When, therefore, Um 
infant jHaxent.ias was born, in spite of the evil reports of bis wife's 
fidelity, ho hailed the event with transports of joy, and brought the child 
up with the utmost care and expense as his own son and heir to an em- 
pire. The. near relationship "f (.'onstnntius to his Empress was one 
reason why Maximiall had determined lo rj.lly him with bis daughter-in- 
law; and be had, moreover, stipulated with Ilioelesian that he should 
become his successor in the Empire. It was known to both, that the 
person whom (-heir policy selected was already the husband of a British 
woman of royal lineage, whose inheritance lie now enjoyed, and by whom 
he had, moreover, become father of several children; but it did not 
inter into their minds to compare the obscure Helena with the brilliant, 
beautiful, and witty Theodora, or weigh in the same balance the petty 
throne of a British State with the imperial diadem of Home ! 

The st.rii!f<jlij was great in the. mind of Const o.ntius. Nevertheless the 
imperial will could not be thwarted, though Coustnntius betrayed an evi- 
dent reluctance to the marriage with Theodora; he could not bagel that 
bv divorciot; himself from Helena, still tenderly beloved, an ignominious 
slain would be east on the birth of her young son Coiistnnthse, now in 
the bloom of youth and hope. 

It is said that the earnest solicitations of Helena alone decided him ; 
regardless of herself at this trying moment, she was earnest in her ex- 
hortations to her husband to accept a step so calculated i.o promote his 
present personal advantage, lie consented, accordingly, to a separation 
from Helena; and Dioelesian, by taking every step nooessary to give 
publicity to their divorce, furnished the world with the most conclusive 
proof that their marriage had been valid. 1 After ewy necessary step 
bad been taken, Cons tan ties espoased Theodora Tit, Milan, and was forth- 

1 Platina, in his "Lives of the T'oiics," suvs, "Ci>ti=r:mtine was the eon of Cod 
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vritii invested wlt.1i the government of tiaui, ^pain, and Britain, with the 
enviable title of Omsar, 1 i'nr which lie had sacrificed so much. 

Theodora, shortly after lie? marriage, returned with him inf.fi }'r:'.nln, 
accompanied by her mother; but while to her he became, and remained 
to till! hist, a faithful, hind and isfi'cethmaio. husband, his feelings towards 
Helena may be best conceived by the fact of the I.irs.! act of his newly 
acijuired .sovereignty being to present his divorced Qoeen, the mother of 
his son, with the rube of imperial purple, by this itn :ms testifying ro the 
world, his o w n sense, that she was in every respect deserving of the high 
rank ro which he had been elevated, and which fortune alone dud denied 

Notwithstanding this empty honour, the fate of Helena was rendered 
still more severe, by ('nustautine being taken from Britain, aod from her 
care, by his hither, arid placed at the court of llioelesian, a; a hostage fir 
iiis mother's fidelity to Rome. The jealous caution with which, from 
that moment, he was watched in all his movements, proves not only his 
legitimacy, and the regard by which he was esteemed by his parents, but 
the Kiuperor's feat, lest, sooner or later, like Rouosus and IVocuIus, he 
should assume the soverui^u power in jiritaiu, to which In^ birth by He- 
lena, and right as grandson of C'oel, justly entitled him. While still an 
inhabitant, of the imperial palace of Dieelesia.n, the situation of Oon- 
srani.ine was evidently that of a dependent, guest, and suspected captive,—- 
a state of bondage exchanged only for a worse, when u f ion Oonst.auf.ins 
requesting bi.s son might be permitted to accompany him on his return 
to Britain, the Emperor, to avoid complying with the desire of the father, 
sent the prince to join the army in Persia and Egypt under lialerius;' 
there the young "Briton distinguished himself in the hlgyptiau war by his 
valour timing several .severe aelions; and there, until his father's ap- 
proaching death recalled him to Tiritain, he remained, spending the best 
years of his life in the society of tiiose who were enemies of the Christian 
faith, which in after -times he was called upon to protect, and separated 
from the nearest and dearest of his own relatives. 

At this time four imperial courts were established in the Roman, world, 
in different direcfions : that of Dioelesian, who maintained the govern- 

' Every preliminary Wins sctf.ed, Hie ceremony of iii!iuimr;iti.u£ the new Cssars 

was performed. On the i'.v*; day of Muroli, a.ji. tli!:i, Iliocksiau having a -son deed 
Uie troops ir_ u ] lace about iliree thousand panes dislaut I'iMiii rlioomedia, ascended 
an uiuiuetioe, prosi'iitcd ("JnIeriu-< to the snldicry, and, wit;: t 7 - l-' r consent, invest!:-.! 
tiiai v.- it ' l the purple. The same Inr.nir wish proba'aty conferred en Oeaslantiits 
bv 11 animism in seme one of l!ic cities el' (.Jii.ul or Italy. 

The two Ctesars had every aUHiinie of imperial power !mt the title of August, 
which leLsmLiiod with l.imelcsiau and Miixiinia.il. They liai.! (lie tvibaniiian antV.u- 
rity, Hie iiiiaie of Kmiisiws, tlint of Fathers of their Country, an i of t::'> hiidi 
priest] ui o,h OoTistiuitiu;, however, as no), lest by birth, thouirh iulopi.ed hi the 
seeoml of the Ati.utesii. was couriered the -first of ilie two Cuisjirs, and en all 
pulil'e monuments his name, to which he laid is tided that of ii'-ruiiw, was placea 
before that onialeiius. The Humiyvaims author ef Constantino's liie, |iublis!ieil 
by Valesins, write? in express terms dial Constaiiti'.is ..!i v^.-ofl Helena to in amy 
Theodora, ami Entropies that Constant.!] u; was the fruit of an obscure but lawful 

- Crevier's Human Empovars. 
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merit of Asia and Africa, and as prior Augustus, had supreme power 
over the rest of the empire; that of .Uaxim.iau llereuleus who governed 
Italy and Spain ; (if Galerius. wdio ruled l.llyria, Thrace, ."Vtaeedema, 
and Syria ; and of (lonstantius, who had revived Gaul and Britain. The 
latter showed his aft'eeiion for tlie country which had given birth to He- 
lena and Con stan tine, by fixing the seat of his government at York, 
v.bii :ier hi- bride and the tfmpress, her mother, had accompanied him. 

There, while the meek and excellent Helena, with pious fortitude, was 
mourning in her lonely widowhood, the less of a beloved husband, and 
reparation from a dearly cherished son, Theodora, at the distance of a 
few hundred miles, enjoyed the sweet intercourse of daily association in 
conjugal affection, whieh Helena bad lost, with one who could not have 
been known without commanding love and reverence. Ccnstant.ius, in- 
deed, never acifiiircd that surname of ''Great," which admiring ages bad 
reserved for his son by Helena, but be certainly merited, by his public 
virtues, llie appellation of " the Good." Apart from bis selfish repudia- 
tion of Helena, be exhibit.! d many excellent ipialities, and was looked 
upon as the father and friend of the people. 1 

So mild and moderate was the Roman Cfflsai in his dominion, that 
durirg the greater part of his reign tranquillity prevailed in Hritam. 
His habits were regular, and be respected virtue Securely resting on 
the affections of the people, who loved him for bis own goodness, and 
anxiety to promote their happiness, Coustantins did not consider it 
necessary to exidb.it tlie pimp and ostentation of the Roman Emperors; 
«■;> great ai: admirer was lie of simplicity, ibat when he did give an en. 
tertiiimnent., lie borrowed of bis friends plale to furnish bis table: one 
of too sayings ascribed to him was this, " that be bad rather the riehes 
of the state ^hon'd be dispersed in several bands than locked up in one 
eoffer." Dioelesian differed in opinion from Constantius, and blamed 
him for levying .so few taxes (hat, bis treasury was empty, observiu:r that 
" a prince ought not to he poor." On which we are told that this grea.t, 
man sunt for the richest of the inhabitants of 1'ork anil informed them 
that be was in want of money, and should lie glad if they would show 
thee- attaebment by a voluntary gift. His treasury was scioo tilled ; when 
Gor.st.inlius remarked to the Iioman envoy of .Dioelesian that, "he had 
just collected together those things that had long been his;" adding, " T 
loft ll.eni in the keeping of their possessors, wdio, as you see, have been 
faithful to their trust." The deputies returned to Borne filled with ad- 
miration, of uot only the ruler but the people: and (lonstantius on Lis 
part, restored to bis subjects the money they had so readily eontrib.uied 

tn no particular did Cous'.n.inius become more conspicuous iban in bis 
1'irbearanee lowards tie: Christians, during :be frightful persecution which 
signalized the reign i;f J.lieolcsiau. This ancient '''reign of terror" began 
in the family of 'he persecutor himself, and, sad to recount, was first in- 
stigated by a woman. The mother of G-alerius had inllamed that prinee 
against Christianity, who, in his turn, instigated Dioelesian to extirpate 

' Green, Crevier, Warrington. ■ Crevier. 
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the faith of Christ, and spread the worship of their own gods. The Em- 

r.;>ror first ordered his wife Pisca, and Valeria, tin; vour.g wilt of G-a!onus, 
to as,isl in sacrifices made to idols. Both ladies had received the baptis- 
mal rii.e, and had been encouraged by their own learning and genius to 
seek the society of those orators and writers v.dio explained their new 
faith. But they knew that if they disobeyed tlie command of the Kuipc- 
ror, whatever his assumed regard for them, they must expect to die. 
[,ove of life, weakness of faith,"or easiness of temper, led them, therefore, 
in the end, to worship those idols their hearts refused to acknowledge ;. \\. 
weakness in sueb high examples whieh many readily followed, while 
others stood forth in defence of their faiih, and, to the number of 
17.000. fell victims for conscience, sake. The church in Nicodcmia wan 
levelled with the ground, and the very next day an ediet appeared, de- 
priving all Christians of their rank, and of the benefit of the laws, and 
exposing them to torture. 1 

The persecution, which raged at that time, spread throughout the "Ro- 
man world, two provinces alone excepted; these were Gaul and Britain, 
which escaped by the timely interposition of the merciful and humane 
tVnsiaiitius'.- That, prince, though compelled wirh reluctance to demolish 
the Christian churches throughout his dominions^ preserved the persons 
of the followers of Christ from harm ; yet he could not prevent some of 
the atrocities which marked this period of bloodshed. Among the Brit- 
ish martyrs were Aaron and Julius, A. 11. oOii, and St. Alban, who are 
said to have suffered cruel torments : a church was afterwards raised' to 
the memory of each. This persecution endured for two years and two 
mouths throughout the B.oman Empire, when many persons of both 
sexes sullered death; 5 it was happily terminated in A. \>. o05 by Coii- 
Stantius becoming Emperor. To try the hearts of his courtiers, Constan- 
tiiis proclaimed that all those who forsook tlie worship of the true Cod, 
should be banished the court, and that heavy penalties and lines should 
be imposed upon them; thereupon, all those who were base enough to 
serve him only for their own views went u way, forsook the true God, 
and worshipped idols, by which means lie found out who were the true 
servants of God, and whom lie intended to make his own, thinking rightly 
that such as were faithful to their God, would prove so to him. 

Did the inhabitants of Britain, as some have asserted, owe this inter- 
position of Constantius in favor of Christianity to bis own belief in its 
doctrines, or to his recollection that it was the religion of his divorced 
Queen, hit. Helena? We have high authority for the fa.et, that Oonst.au- 
tius was distinguished for Christian piety, and had been the founder of 
u metropolitan "see at York. Koine say that Constantius bad received the 
faith and rite of baptism in the seventh year of his empire, Pope Syl- 

1 Milner. ' Ibid. 

1 Eusebins. Amongst others, the splendid minster n f Lucius, at Westminster, 
tt'i' tcvellel to the ground at this epoch. 

' In. the city of Ctwsrlisim, where (hoy were in (erred. A choir of nuns graced 
the eloivcti nf .Inlins, and a fasiiouH order el" canons that of Aaron. 

1 Kippis, Milner. 
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ness as well as that of her son. B 

In memory of this period of su flyrin - (he African marigold has been 

like*! in our flora.] calendars on Si. Helena's day, August 1 Sth, as if. is 
a flower betokening -rriof, or distress of mind, and is thus anpr. MT.t.ly 
emblematical of the fooling of the deserted Kmpress. 1 Thoro is also a 
sentiment attached to the blossoms of the flower ended hclonium, which 
resemble small sons, of a beautiful yclinw colour, and is said to have 
been produced by "the fears of Helena." 

it is not positively certain that Helena' or Consfar.fius were Christians 
ar.fbis period, though there seems some foundation for the siipnusilion 
That Christianity had obtained a footing in Britain lonn- ere ibis has 
been shown, and that it was professed even in the family"* Oonsl.antius 
hi:t:selt is equally certain. 

During the residence of the Emperor at York, the Empress Theodora, 
had borne him six children, all of whom were educated in "Britain ; the 
sons were Dalmutius, .1 alius Constat) tins, and Amiibaliamis. : the daugh- 
ters were Constam.ia, Anastasia, and Eutropia. To all Conslautins proved 
a kind and tender parenr, but, the first of these royal princesses. Con- 
stants, requires some especial notice, as her at'lor-history becomes much 
connected with i.ha.t of Helena and her own half-brother. Cons tan tine. 

At a very early age, Constantia studied the works of Arkn, and 
became from the tirst. Ins sincere disciple, though lie had noi. then acquired 
any name, and at a subsequent time she was Lis powerful patron. Oon- 
stantia was influenced in adopting the sect of Arianism, being already a 
Christian, by her friend and preceptor, Ei.isebius, Hishop of 'Vicomeoi'L. 
She was singularly steady in her opinions, once formed, nor could she be 
won over ki those of others; but her peculiar views caused afterwards 
much disadvan tage and inconvenience to a church which required unity 

' Tli (J African inurigiiL.I biessetus all tin: year rour 
by the Konians the riuwer of the calends — in otli 
The fifjwevi are mlsi! always to turn tov.avds the SL_., 
from east to ui-i Thus Mar K ucnki (if Kavar™, the maternal ■ i-i i .!lti-.1 ■^■'r-V 
Henry IV. chose it Cor her device, with the motto. ■•Jo lie ,■,.„„' „„;,,,.,, ,, lic ]„| 
sent.-' intimating tinit all tier then-Ms an. I affections VT tro tinned i-wanls 
Heaven, as the mai igohi towards flic sun. sice "Lims-naye of Flowers." 

- Caleti? oil's Helena, tin: mes-f. Christian mother of ('onstnntine. ami L!uyrl tol's 
Hi rii'U the young prince wa> Inoueht np by her in the Christian lakh, wn'ieh :ne 



herself 
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in its several members for its support.' The princess mas endowed with 

rare beauty, and possessed also ■' un,culme courage, discretion, prieleoee 
and virtue ; she had a judgment which penetrated the most solid affairs, 
much eloquence. and unshaken firmness and resolution, and «■ happy art 
of reconciling any differences which arose among those who surrounded 
her." Coust.antia's character and profession r:,f lairh might have caused 
Oonstantins to show leniency to the Christians, even were he not himself 
a believer in the sacred truths of religion. 

It was not long after this cruel persecution tied, Constantino was called 
from his cuvihly\]ominions. He was seized with his last illness while 
occupied in an expedition against the Picts and Boots, and liudmg his 
life drawing towards its close, the Emperor's heart naturally yearned to 
behold the son who had been smitched from him just on Ins arrival at 
manhood. A messenger conveved to Gulorius the request of his dying 
colleague, thai, he would send home his son as soon as possible.* Galenus 
delayed, as long as he could, the fulfilment of this duty. For a iorg 
time oast he had regarded the "son of Helena" with the eyes of a jci.lous 
rivai/aml, seeking his destruction, had on various occasions placed him 
iu portions of certain peril. Constantino's life had . 
the H'lrinatiaus in war, but he returned victorious to Galerius, carrying 
with him the enemy's king aw his prisoner; and the Emperor regretted 
the conquest which' spared the British prince. Ou another occasion, 
Constantino, ardently desirous to win renown and honour, underf... k. !,y 
persuasion of Galcrius, to light with a. wild beast in the theatre. The 
spectators, in wonder, beheld the animal slain by the youthful prince; 
but Galcrms smiled, for he meant yet further to ensnare him into danger. 
At last, however, the prince perceived his aim, and resolved to escape 
from court U> Britain, and join his father. At this juncture, the news 
of the dangerous illness of Con -tan tins reached him. Snrrouno.ed by 
the spies of (laierius, who watched bis slightest movement, he made bis 
esciroe bv stealth. His perils were numerous, and in order to evade pur- 
suit' and retard the speed of these who sought to overtake him m bis 
flight, Constantino was forced to resort to the expedient of maiming at 
everv post the horses which were not necessary for his flight — a crue 
resource, yet, under bis circumstances, excusable, for be was no doubt 
flying for his life, besides his desire to heboid his dying parent. 1 In this 
w'av he succeeded iu reaching 'Britain, where be arrived only a few ..lays 
before his father breathe,; his last, and on proceeding to York, bad the 
melancholy satisfaction of beholding once more his mother, from whom 
he had been so long and painfully divided." 

Constant! us, during the brief interval which intervened between t!ie 
arrival of Constantino and bis own death, was rc.<[ nested to name Ins suc- 
cessor in the Empire, to which entreaty he gave the following memorable 
replv: i; That he would have none other than the most pious Constan- 
tino/' tbus setting aside tiie claims of the children of Theodora in favour 
of his son by Helena, and giving a final proof of his attach ment to hi s 
ilner. ' Lewis. 

1 Milner, Lingard. 
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peril:-: of his high statkm, to assist him by lir-v maternal advice, derived 
from the many years' (sxpc:i-iimoe of her own royal sway, mid in her laic 
humbler position, was the coveted duty of this exsutisrd ami estimable; 
woman, and worthily did she acquit h-:-vsolf of the important office. If 
Helena did not witness either the arrival of hor long-lost, son, or the last 
moments of her departing Coustantius, it is curtain that no sooner was 
Constantino recognised successor to the Empire, than she repaired to the 
Imperial Court of York ; and many places in that city and the north of 
flugland yet remain to attest by her name that there she was onco 
present. 

Theodora, her mother, and her children, were now become the guests 
of Conshml.inc; ihoy continued in the imperial I'alaoe, and under this 
painfully distressing change in t ]i«.-ir- di>iiiiy., beheld nothing in die con- 
duct of the now Emperor, ov of his amiable mother, which could in any 
way remind (hem, by the smallest nealocl. or hum ilia 'ion, of 1,1 io hitter 
loss they had sustained. On the removal of the court from Britain, they 
accompanied it into Italy. 

Not less difficult and trying was this sudden change of situalioii tor 
Helena, than was that in whieh she Inn.l been divided for over from her 
husband. She was now called upon daily to meet and associate, in toe 
bonds of affection and kindliness of spirit,, with the widowed Empress 
who had supplied her place on the throne of Constant! us ; anil to guard 
over and protect, her and her children, as the uoa.i-est. ties of one so dear 
to herself This hard duty, accompanied with all the recollections of the 
departed Constantius, Helena achieved. She had exchanged the dignity 
of Queen of the Britons for the more elevated rank of Empress-Mother 
of Borne. The dutiful Constantino, now that he had attained the sum 
mit of grandeur, desired only to make use of his new power to serve 
that mother whom he had always loved and reverenced. lie publicly 
testified the immense debt of gratitude he felt was due to her long-tried 
a'i'eeiii.in by raising her tit once to al! the dignities of a Human empress. 
He caused lu:f to be proclaimed Augusta in Ids armies, introducing her 
to the soldiery with more distinction than Agrippina bad ever enjoyed ;' 
Helena not having had the dignity of Augusta during the lifetime of 
Constantins^ it, was bestowed on her by her son, as though he desired to 
compensate her for the deprivation of an honour by iter divorce, wnuj.'t 
she had been entitled to. lie likewise caused medals to be struck, bear- 
ing her effigy, with her names, Elavia Julia Helena. One of these 
corns h:is, on one side, a female standing with a branch in her right, hand, 
and the inscription " seeuritas liepublietc," and on the other aide, the 
words hlavia Julia Helena, round the head of the Empress. 

Ancient inscriptions style Helena "Venerabilis ct pietisaima Au- 
gusta," 3 and some of these give to her the imperial attributes. 1 

Many stones yet extant bear the attributes of Empresses given to 
Helena, such as '■ Venerabilis Puniinu,''' :l Olarcntissima," " Chafissima," 
and "Domina nostra." 5 Besides these dignities, Constantino admitted 
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Helena to council, as Alexander Sever ns had formerly done his mother 
Mamtmua; and thus was the I'lmpress-.Mofhor enabled to confer on her 
country a train of benefits almost unexampled, while tbe hitherto ensiled 
island of Britain, under its new rulers, emerged from barbarism, and 
began lo bis to tbe many advantages of civil and religious freedom. It 
was to the influence of Helena, at. t.bis period, that Britain was indebted 
for some of iU greatest and most durable benefits; for Dot only had Con- 
stantino admitted her into bis councils, but ho gave her power to carry 
out all she might desire to achieve tin- her country, by placing her at the 
same time at (.lie bead of his exchequer. Tn doing so lie paid the highest 
emnpl iment to her discretion, as monetary resources were at that moment 
in the greatest requisition, and Helena, did not act in a manner to make 
the Emperor regret his confidence had been so reposed. 1 
_ From the period of the death of Oonstantius, to that in which Maxen- 
tius was defeated near Home by Constantino, there was an interval of 
six yc.'irs. This period was doubtless occupied in adjusting the affairs 
of Gaul and Britain, over which CJonstanr.his had especially ruled. 

Leluud speaks of the City of London as enlarged and fortiiied by 
Constat, tine at the request of Helena.' The manner in which the walls 
were built mis discovered at. a later date, in laying the foundation fur a 
new wall. 3 They are thus described by William b'itz Stephen, who died 
in 1171 : " The wall of this city is high and great, continued with seven 
gates, which are made double, and on the north distinguished with turrets 
by spaces; likewise on the south, London hath been enclosed with walls 
and towers, but the large river of Thames, well stored with fish, and in 
which the tide ebbs and Hows, by continuance of time hath washed, worn 
away, and cast down those walls." 

The Saxon Chronicle confirms the fact of the existence of these walls, 
by sa.ying that " in 1052, Earl Godwin, with bis navy, passed along the 
southern side of the river, and so assailed the walls." 

While these great works progressed, Oonslaur.ine made every arrange- 
ment for the public security and welfare of Britain. He divided the 
country into five provinces, named Britannia Prima, Valcntia, Britannia 
Secunda, Elavia Caswiriensis, and .Maxima C;i; sari en sis. 4 

Constantino appointed that each of these five provinces should be ruled 
by a vicegerent, live rectors, two consular*, and three presidents; but 
from that time till the reign of Valontinian, no account is given of the 

' Some money of ijonsisuline is said ;o have been discovered in the wall* of 
the ancient city of Allcester. — Kennet. 

1 Lewis, Hist, of Britain. = Stowe. 

' llolinshed. The countries they coiTijircheaLd'id were as follows: — 

The 1st province, or liritanaia Prima, the east pun of !]n-hind, from the Trent 
to the Tweed. 

2nd. Valcntia, [or Valentina,] the left side, from Liverpool to Cockermouth. 

3rd. Britannia Siecinida, that part of Uie isie which lay south, between t lie 
Trent and tbe Thames. 

4th, Flavia Csisariensis, all that country between Dover and the Severn, iu- 
riu:ii:itM'i::'i!wai: and Wales. 

Siti, jlaiima Cajisuriciisis, or Scotland. 
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manner in which the government was conducted after (he sou of Helena 

(ju.ii.ied his native country. 

In early youth Couslaritioe hud allied himself In ^hnervina, supposed 
to be u British lady, hy whom he had a sou named Crispus. lie after- 
wards had espoused Fausta,' daughter of Ma\imi:i.u, r 1j . enemy of Uhris- 
tiardty, a lady who was the half-sister of Theodora, ilie hlmp'oss of Con- 
Btantius. Maximum had contracted this alliance for Fa.ust.a from motives 
of state policy. Twice driven from his throne hy the unworthy Maxen- 
t,in=, his adopted son. Maximian tool; refuse with Coustanfine, who at 
that time was residing in the palate of Troves. 2 Though the Emperor 
could scarcely forget a. revolt which iVIaxiniian had formerly kindled 
against, him at Marseilles, lie received him with the utmost generosity 
and elcoicney. Maximian repaid this hy raising a new plot against hi? 
life. He endeavoured to gain over his daughter 1-Vastu to send away the 
Kmporor's guards during the night, and ro leave his apartment open to 
him. Presents, prayers, promises, ami threats were employed to seduce 
the unhappy Empress. .If she bej.ris.yed her father by a word, she knew 
it would be to die; if silent, her husband's life was the price at stake. 
At la.sl. she promised obedience to Maximian, but conjugal affection led 
her to discover bis secret to Constantino. The Enipei'ur could not believe 
his aged father-in-law capable of sueh treachery, and sacrificed the lite 
of an eunuch to prove the fact. The unfortunate victim, of a class held 
in ho esteem except as serviceable to their master, was placed on the 
couch of Constantino, who dismissing his guards, concealed himself in 
the chandler. In the dead of night, Maximian entered, and finding the 
passage cleared for his approach advanced to the bed, when he buried 
Ids poniard repeatedly in the slave's bosom, exclaiming, " My enemy is 
dead. I am master of the Empire!" The sight of Constantino changed 
his joy to despair; he beheld with horror the threatening countenance 
of his supposed victim : the day of grace was pa.-t : Constantino pardoned 
him not again, and ho fell a sacrilice to his insatiable ambition ! a 

This was the first 4 who fell by the death-doom of one meroiful by 
nature, but who gained sternness and severity by the circumstances of 
his own fortunes. In Maximian, the colleague of his late imperial father, 
Const amine destroyed the father-in-law of Theodora, the husband of Eu- 
tropia, the father of hausta. and grandfather of his own sons. it. seemed 
a horrible alternative, yet certainly no safely on a throne could have been 
enjoyed, had Muximiaii continued to exist. 

' Three si.lif of Constantino i:y the liinnrcss Faust;, were afterward plae.ed 
over tie; provinces. Cacisla.nt.ine. tin? cluest, over the Cauls Spa-iu, ami Britain ; 
Cousians over Llyricum. Italy, and Africa : ami (loeslaulius ever the East. 

Cousians was t'einiiMM- at Caer Kegor.t, which vcis also ealkel llengaer, the old 
town which stood by the site of (lie modem Caernarvon. — Kennett. 

'• The city of Treves was honoured with the l:tle of Augusta: it was a E-oinna 
colony, and the resiueoco of sovcial cni:n;vors, who had the cure of superintend- 
ing theii [ oflBOBaiona in Gaul. 
' Hist. Universelle. 

* At a later period I.i^'.ni'iJ. the liusbr::-.il ■<- J.'-ni-e-.i.Ti:-., Lis sister, and her son, 
were |nit to doalii hy him i hut tiio fate of Licmius was deserved, when Lis crimes 
towards the wife a-iid daughter of Dioclesian arc considered.— See Gibbon. 
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Perhaps this conspiracy riaraivist the life of Constantino alarmed the 

matieT.al fV-t.-l i n<i's of Helena, and actuated her conduct in future towards 
t.he sons of Theodora. These three young princes, .Dalmntius, Conslai)- 
tius, ;i.m.l Anuibalianus, had been promoted by OonshiutitLe to the order 
id liiiliii-. t-y, out of respect to their being of his family ; in consequence 
of which they all wore a purple vein; with golden guards. 1 

Helena, who always preserved her au'horil y over lier sou, and is sn.id to 
have l-iii'eTy exerted it in ji, bad cause, showed rmieh wisdom and prudence 
by the care she took to prevent llie rise of these prinees, brothers of Cou- 
staurine, who wore of noble birth by their descent from iVIaximian. There 
were no instances of the sons of Emperors remaining in a private station, 
and Helena, feared that though in reality they had no right to the empire, 
which was elec/fvr, they might perhaps, urged by ambition or by evil 
counsellors, forget their allegiance to Constantino, and disturb the" tran- 
quillity of the State. The Emperor Constantius had desired that his 
dominions, undivided, should devolve on her own sou, and the army had 
sanctioned Ids choice. Helena had do share in this arrangement, which, 
however, being made when the three brothers of Constwitine mere still 
minors, she resolved to maintain, and by her prudent precautions elfected 
her purpose. She kept them always at a distance from the court and 
from employments, sometimes at Toulouse, at other times at Treves, or 
io some other distant city, and last of all at Corinth, where she fixed 
their abode. 2 Julian the Apostate, afterwards tftnperor of Home, already 
alluded to as having stigmatized Helena's marriage as illegal, who was 
himself the descendant, ol Theodora, designates lhe\;oinluot of Helena in 
this instance as "the cunning artifice of a stepmother;" but Tillemont 
esteems it ge-nd policy, founded on the opinion that they had no ri^hl 
wha.rever to the ihrone; and indeed the seouel of Constantino's taiuily 
history, which will be given hereafter, proves how prudent were the pre- 
cautions of Helena. 

As we do not hear more of Eutropia and Theodora, it would seem not 
unlikely that after the death of Maximum, and the separation of [.iie.se 
prinees from Ibe court, they (putted the pala.ee of Coiistantme for the 
more calm retreat; which their children were permitted to enjoy at a dis- 
tance from the crimes and ambition which pervaded the atmosphere of 
the Roman State.' 

At the lime Constant irie was proclaimed in Britain. M axon tins, son of 
MnxJiruuH, invaded Italy, 5 where he was now exercising great tyranny 
over the Homans in (he city of the Emperors ; and many of those who 
were exiled sought, protection in TSritaiu at the court of Constantino, 
' Zosimus. " Crevier's Hist, of die Human Kmporui , s. 

* Helena, in quitting Britain, had, according to OccH'rcy of Monmouth, been 
accuia •■■aiiicd 1-y the three brothers of Kin- Cool, iier uncles, Llewelyn, 'I'rehe.inii:, 
and Marins. Llewelyn, at a subsectmnt period, espouse.! a, Itcaiari bule, by 
whom he became father af .\lu\on \\ led!;;, or the Uliislrim.i.s, of ivinun it will 
be necessary to spook in another n:.rt c:' :hi- wont, as the busiomd i :' l!ch in an 
Eudda. 

'Though Constantino had been ma.de litoperor of tins West, the pro'torinii 
pirircs ii.ii!, jji a, tumultuary manner, declared Mnxetitius Aiiensins at Koine. 
rPlatina.J 
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supreme God. After his prayer, a little before noon, as he wis travers- 
ing the country with a part of his army, lie beheld in the *l;y a cms of 
lijiht., with this inscription, ""By this sha.U thou conquer." Tin; fallow- 
ing night he is said to have seen our Saviour, who commanded him to 
make a representation of the cross which he had seen, and use it in 
battle. 'Die Emperor obeyed the Divine command, and thus as early as 
the fourth century originated the famous banner called Labarum 1 or 
Htiiudiird of the Gross, which wholly displaced the ancient standard of 

Maxeutius was defeated, and by the breaking of a bridge of boats, 
which by bis own command had been thrown over tho Tiber, was 
drowned in his flight. 3 

To commemorate these events, in which the heart of the JlmpresH- 
Mother must have deeply shared, the senate afterwards caused a trium- 
phal arch to bo built to the honour of their pious and valiant. Kmperor. 
This arch is yet to be seen in Home. A statue was also erected to Gon- 
stantme in one of the public places of the city, where he appeared holding 
a large cross in Ids hand, instead of a lance, and by his own order the 
pedestal bore the following inscription : — " By this salutary sign, the true 
mark of courage, T have delivered you from the yoke of tyranny, and re- 
stored the senate and people of Rome to their ancient glory ."* ^ 

Constantine the G-reat was the first who displayed a cross in a shie'.d 
on the imperial anus, on his helmet, and on the shields of his soldiers. 1 ' 

Whether Helena was converted to Chrisl.in.nity before her son, 8 as some 

' Butler's Lives. The Koman custom of carrviiiir a banner called Isi'insi™, in 
Terlulliau's time, in their armies, pjitvi! rise Ui tin: practice of bsnuers heme car- 
ried in public processions. The Labai'iim was v.airsliipoea both by c;.inmiL:;dc:s 
hull private men. Oil it whs .mbirei an tjn -".!-, tlie ons^n and the tivtehiry b:r.! 
,■■ Tlie eumirc. From hence it is. that onsk'ns arc cniled sacred i:i 1 v:. i -■!■:; —. 
and thai tboy are fainted, and the effisdes of miUhs of both -ie_v.es are painted 
thereon, because they lire the patrons of parishes.- liww An/iqua, p. 76. 

5 Lesly, Bisl-Op of Hess, reports :i similur story respcc-in;r Ihmeus, Kir.£ '-'f the 
Picts, He state;, Unit, tlie nigln befave the bavno between Aihektiii!. ki.:;: at 
Xorlliamberbi :,..!. :iml ITui-.l.^, Kins: of tlie I'icts. a bn-ht eress, in form of that 
whereon .St. Andrew, tlie tutelar saint of s'eoUa.id, sou'ered martyrdom, apoen: i-d 
to Hueaos; ulm, hilling s-ainel the vieturj, ever after bore the figure of that 
cross on Ms banners. 

■ Butler, John Rons. ' Butter. ' Claris Calendar™. 

' St. Ambrose says that Constantine was happy in being born of such a mother 
11* 
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authors assert, or not till after the appearance of the miraculous crosa 
which Constantine beheld, ^hc motived the right of baptism from the 

hands of Sylvester, Liishop of Rome, who on this occasion was endowed 
with imperial dignities which were C'id'itM-.ed to his descendants. 

A story is on record concerning (111; bud version of I 'on Stan tine, which 

stales, that when the Kmperor was, while in the prime of aire, aificti.d 
with the leprosy, and his recovery despaired of, Helena offered up prayers 
for her son's restoration to health. 1 Gower, who introduces this circum- 
stance in his " Uonf'ossio A mantis," says that every remedy resorted to 
having iiiiled the physicians of the Kmp'o-or ordered him to be bathed in 
the blood of children whose ages were under seven years. The neces- 



sary Hum Be r of infant victims was collected, hut Uonstantiue's nierey 
prevailed; lie grieved to think of the lives about to be sacrificed — 

" By cause of him alone. 
IT.o snwo iilsj t»c create mone. 
Of th:i.tt!i(! mothers mi: Hi:p;lM..lfle, 
And of Hi!! Wd tin! ehihiror; made ; 
"Vi hereof that Ids harte tendreth 
And such pine wir.liin engondretb, 
Tlmt biin wis lover for to ehese 
H!g own bodie for to lese, 
Than see so great a mourdre wrought 
Upon the, blonde, wlrcli ^ilie'.h nought, — Hook ii. 

The, children and their mothers were remanded homo, the latter prais- 
ing and blessing (Jotistantine, ami praying for his restoration to health. 
The Knroeror, on the other hand, having no hope on earth, commended 
himself to Clod aloue. The same night, j'eter and Paul are said to have 
appeared to him in his sleep, mid ordered him to send to Mount, l.Vdion 
for Sylvester and his clergy, who would cure him of his disease; "at the 
Same time they commended his charity towards [he children." 

Constantino, as on a former occasion, was obedient to the order received 
in his vision. Sylvester obeyed the summons with joy, and seined the 
opportunity I:') preach the faith to the master of the world. (Joushmtine 
requested to be ba.pt.isdd, and for this purpose the same vessel was em- 
ployed which had been prepared for the blood of the victims. On being 
immersed in the holy water, "the scales of his body fell cT, till nothing 
remained of his great malady, hi- body as we.l us his soul being cleansed 
and purified." 

Such is the legend : we are further informed by the poet, that the Em- 
peror sent for bis mother, "Queen Eleync;" and that, by their joint per- 
s and influence, the Roman people were admitted to the rite of 



us St. l!e]enn, who found for ban a divine belli wbioh filled liim wit'. davre^o, 
anil pbioerl him a.lirive the greatest oerits. A truly great woman, who had it in 
3iei- THiv.-er to bcsfoiv oil the muster of the Emuire something beyond all that he 
hud already. t">(?vier. on the contrary, s;iys that Hf'.niia lied lone been cs/a.-tot 
,i: the super-'tiri ..ins of idolatry, and tluH it was by the coiivoi'.iiun of tier sou Hut 
(iod thou;j;bt proper to ijnnc hor to Christianity, which she embraced with n 
Sincere heart and enlightened mind. 
1 Lewis's Hist, of Great Britain. 
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baptism,' " of which their most holy Empress had previously set them 
the example." 

"This emyicroiir, which hclc liui.li found, 
Within Home anOHB let founde 
Two churches, which lie did mnku 
For Peter and for Paules sake ; 
Of whom he had a vision. 
And yafe thereto possession 
Of lordeshippe, and of worldas goiuV" 
Platina 3 tellf! us that Constantitte left, Constantinople for llic hot baths, 
for the recovery of his health; 1 but discredits the story ol' the Mmporot's 
beiug afflicted with leprosy, and says, it, is not mentioned by any Chris- 
tian or profane author. 

Whether the story was founded on fact, or not, Pope Adrian I., in after 
times, asserted, in support of his supremacy, that Constant in.j the Ureal., 
the first Christian J-jinpos-or, having been converted to the truth, baptised 
by Pope St. Sylvester, and cure,! of his leprosy, had, out of gratitude, 
when he founded his new capital, Constantinople, freely resigned Koine, 
and made to the Popes (.In; absolute nnd eternal donation of the Sovereignty 
of Paly arid of the Western Empire. 

In the same year that, Constantino vanquished Abtx.enfius, lie is said to 
have also bestowed on the Bishop of Borne i.he Imperial .La I elan I'alaec, 
A. D. 312, in which, in the following year, 313, Pope Melehiades held a 
synod in the apartment of the fhnpre.ss h'ansta, wife of Constantino. It 
is interesting and curious to discover the Popes in possession of this edi- 
fice as early as the fourth century ; and in hirer times to hear the famous 
Pope (iregory comparing Bertha., Queen of Elhelbert, the Kentish mon- 
arch, to the pious St. Helena, because, like her, she yielded up her royal 
:Jiode for the service of llic papal missionaries. 

The baptismal font of Constantino, which was preserved in the Palace 
ol the Lat.eran, having become nearly ruinous, was restore..! and beautified 
by Leo X. 

"The hall of Constantino, in (lie Vatican, one of the Ins', works of the 
immortal Raphael, was commenced under the same Pontiff (Leo X.), and 
terminated after his death, and that of the artist, by Giulio Romano and 
C.iau Prancesio I'enni. This apartment, is adorned by fair grand compo- 
sitions, e;ich of the scries occupying one side of the chamber. The first 
represents the Vision of Coiisiauritie, with the miraculous appearance of 
the Holy Cross; the second and largest is the Victory of Oonstautiiie 
over .Maxenlius; the third, I.he Baptism of the Emperor; and the fourth, 
the Donation made by him to the Church. On the basement of this 
apartment arc represented the figures of several of the "Roman Pontiffs, 
who hud been distinguished by superior piety; eacli of whom appears to 
be seated in a niche, and to oe attended by two angels, who support his 
mantle, or assist in holding the booh which he is employed in reading. 
Among them are the sr.inted 1'ontili's, J'ietro Damaso, Leo, Gregory, and 

1 The pain tins ''i' the JSaptiMii of Giic-amitinc, hy Christ,., fore UciieiLili, icterus 
the Luteiau Palace. 

"Gower't Confess!;) Aaiaiitis. hook ?.. ' And Socrates. * lint tor's Live:,. 
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Sylvester. On the base of a column, at the "font of the picture wah-h 
i-i:|iropcn:.s r.ln; baptism of Constantino, is inscribed, '■' Cuomens Ylf, 
Pont. Max. A. Leone X. coeptum cowstoavit.'" 

Constantino first beheld Romo on the occasion of his triumph over 
Maxell this : nt ilia t time he made some stay in the capital ; but lie never 
fixed his residence there; ami from that time to the twentieth year of his 
reign, we always find him, by the dates of his laws, and by other histori- 
cal monuments, both in war and in peace, either at .Milan, at Aries., or in 
Ulyrioum, while his visits to Rome'' appear t;> have been rare. Notwith- 
standing wliirli, in that city remains are yet found which testify his affec- 
tion for his excellent mother. 

The ruins, also, of the private baths, built with great magnificence in 
Heme, fir .Helena's use, by her son, slill bear the name of Thenmn S. 
Helena;.' These baths, in the Yilia Ursinia, arc slill amen;: the oliji cis 
of interest shown to spongers, being almost entire ; ihey hear at the en- 
trance the following inscription :— 

"D. K. Helena Yen. Ana;. Mat. 



Thertnse .... Istria ;" 

''which (says ATonl foK'On) we have therefore set down, because other- 
wise deliverer! by nrhers. On the loft haiul going on!, is the Neustruu 
way. and on the right the Labieaue, leading lo the tomb of the Empress 

Several new cities were afterwards founded by Constantino, in honour 

of his mother, to which he gave the name of lleleoonolis. One of these 
was situa.t.ed in Palestine. Another was Drepanum, in Xiconiedia, which 
he beautified and fortified, exempting it from all taxes: this town was 
favoured more particularly from the regard which the I'lmpress herself 
i.'iitertaiued for it, from the circumstance of ?t. Lueiau the Martyr having 
been interred there; she herself assisted in commemorating the spot. 
"This was named Helenopolis, as well as other cities, in her honour, and 
not because she was born Ihere, as some have erroneously supposed.''' "' 
The city where Constats was slain was ea'.bd the City of Helena. 

The grand object of Constantino and of Helena, from the time of the 
victory over Alaxcufius, seems to have boon the propagation of the Chris- 
tian faith. The Empress instigated her son to piuiy and alms-deeds ; : ' ami 
after three hundred years had roiled away, under the domination of Em- 
perors hostile to the orood el' Jesus, its followers bo hold one of liritish 
birth arise as a prelector to the rights of (lieir Church. They mov first 
experienced peace and quietness, mid to become a. Christian was legal. 
Indemnity was made to lliosc professors who iiad been injured, and the 
ministers of God wore treated with honour. 6 

The heads of the several, provinces he longing to Homo were directed to 
promote the Cosuel ; and though, lil;e Constunliiis, the Emperor would 
net oblige them to profess Christianity, lie forbade them, by their projects, 
to sacriliee to idols. Even beyond the bounds of his own Empire, Ceu- 
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stantino still Sitinght to promote the good rausc ; for, in a letter to Saner, 
King of Persia, lie Zealously pleads for the Christians of Lis dominions. 
Tie destroys idol temples, prohibits impious pagan rites, puts an end to 
the savage tights of gladiators, stands up with respectful silence to heal 
the sermon of Eusebius, 1'ishop of Ctcsarea, v.'lio furnishes liim with the 
volumes of the Scriptures, for the use of the churches ; ho orders the 
observation of the festivals of martyrs, lias prayers and reading of the 
Scriptures jit Iiih court, dedicates churches with great solemnity, makes 
Christian orations himse'.f, one of which, of a considerable length, is pre- 
served by the historian, his favourite bishop : directs the sacred observa- 
tion of the Lord's Bay, to which he adds that of Friday also, the day of 
Christ's Crucifixion, and Leaches the .soldiers of his army to pray, by a 
short form made for their use.' 

Among other improvement,-., Constantino abolished the barbarous pun- 
ishment of crucifixion ; and from the time that the sign of the cross 
appear (id to liim in the battle against flaxen tins, the cross, as a figure, 
began to he reverenced and esteemed. Theodosius afterwards made a buy 
that no image of tin; cross should be graven in stone, marble, or in carta, 
lest men should tread on it. 2 

Oons tine ti!,iO t'orba.do the private use of divination, though he still 

allowed the nubia; use of it in baths and te:opIes; lie afterwards abolished 
the worst branches of sorcery and magic, landing the idolaters still 
addicted to their rites, ho took another step, that of publicly exposing the 
mysteries which had hitherto been kept secret, melted down golden 
statues, and caused brazen ones In be drawn by ropes through the streets 
of Constantinople; and some of the temples, which had been scenes of 
horrible wickedness, he destroyed. In Egypt the famous cubit, with 
which the pnosl.s were wont, to measure (lie height of the Mile, was kept 
in the temple of Scrapis. This, by Constantino's order, was removed to 
the Church of Alexandria. The pagans heboid ibo removal wilh indig- 
nation, a.ral ventured to predict that the Mile would no longer overflow its 
banks. Divine Providence, however, Smiled on the schemes of Coustan- 
line, a.in.l (lie Mile the next year overflowed the country in an uneonmiou 
degree. In this gradual manner was Paganism overturned. 3 

As for Helena, liutiuus calks her fiiii.li a.nd holy zeul incomparahle, and 
says the kindled the same tire- in the hearts of the Romans. One of our 
early writers, speaking of tile piety of Helena,' 1 says, ^Sho persevered to 
the end of her days, with the evangelic Anne, in holy widowhood, entirely 
devoted to the Christian i engine." There are authors who record that it was 
t!i rough her that persecution ceased, and peaee was restored to the Church. 

' Mimer's Church History. •• Gaicrius, toiTiienioa 1 with sufferings from uti in- 
curiiHc 'lisi:ii-,:. published .iu edict takiei; idf tlio pcrsccinhiu IVurii ihe Christian", 
an, J allowed Liitnu 0, rebui'.d their p'.aeon ijf worship, desiring them to pray iVr 
Ms health. He expired a few Jays niter wards." 

J Polvdore "Vergil. 

a For many benefits conferred ou (tie Church, Censtantine was, after death, 
canonized by the Greeks, iciio keep bis festival on May 21st. 

' Balcus. Gregory (lie (.real rccuaimeiiits ner as an eeoiiaplc to Bertha, Queec 
of Ethelbert. 
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Such an understanding of heiiveuly pliilf .^fipliy is she sui'l to have arrived 
at, after a knowdcoL'o of the Go^jiol. that she early produced ti 

On the Providence of God, 1 book. 

On the Immortality of the Soul, 1 book. 

The Rule fur Ilijdit Living, 1 book. (To the ever-august lord, I 

Epistles to Constautine, 1 book. 

Of her Revelations, 1 book. 

Pious Exhortations to hoi- son, 1 book. 

Til 1'ofje Svlvester, isia.ny epistles. 

To the Abbot AiiiiKiius.'tiinnv epistles.' 

Curtain Greek Poems, 1 book. 
All which are stated by Pentiums to be still extant. 

Hitherto, from the period of his coming into power, nothing 
of Conslantiue that, takes from the mullein.* of his chars 
wdj-ytevcr virtues might exist in those times, the savage nam 
subdued Li v a eontinnauco of the usages ol the blessed i'dt'i 

would occasionally break forth, and *' ; unexpected acl of 

revenge appears in history, as if to eoni.rndiet the good altrib 
heroes. 

This was the ease in regard to Constantino, who, ivonerallv ■ 



It would seem that, at the time when the son of Fausta was about ton 

years of age, Crispus. the son of Constantino by his hrst wife, tVlinervimi, 
became tiie object, some writers say, of the love, some of (be jealousy, 
of bis mother-in-law. pie Ike cause what it might, Fausta, it appears, 
was bent on the destruetion of the young prince, and made accusations 
against him to bis father, wbieh entirely embittered his mind. 

It was at a grand festival in honour of the twentieth year of Constan- 
tino's reign, wdien (he court was at Mieomedia, that in the midst of enjoy- 
ment, and unsuspeeling of evil, Crisptts and several of bis friends were 
arrested, carried away to judgment, and after a brief examination by per- 
sons already instructed to lied thorn guilty, t.bey were condemned, some 
to death, others to banishment., wbieh was to end in the same punishment. 
Crispus was sent to J'ola, in [stria, wdiere he was soon after put to death. 2 

The vengeance of Fausta was now satislied, and the stern justice of 
Cousraiitini; executed ; but Helena's ai'lbelion knew no bounds at so severe 
and unlooked-for an net, and she felt, convinced, not only that the prince 
was innocent of the intention to conspire against bis father, of wbieh he 
was publicly accused, but that he had secret: enemies, who ought to be 
brought to light, and receive the reward of their crime. 

In her endeavours to diseovcr these, revelations of a character for which 

1 Anthony, the holy hermit, who Is described as a man " w rapped wholly in 
(.■:ihlerii|:l!iliiiTi," ivjis by hirt.li an i]^y|il.i;in. [John Rous. J Ills manner of living 
was severe, bin food bcin.^ bread ah.nc, jiii-l water his 1, overage; Ins ? 1 1 1 ^- 1 ■ ■ Jii-;:-iL 
ia the day was tahcu at siui=i!t. This man did much to reform mankind in Con- 
stantino's reign, and llo'ona often'. iir.es, both by letler and lueiStiujXT^. recom- 
mended hev-elf atel her .vi./ib to his prayers. [I'latina.] 
fjlblnir.. 
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she was not prepared, were made, by which Cousliintinc became aware 
of the infidelity of the Empress Ruista herself. 10 whose representations 
he iiad yielded, and had sacrificed his sou. Ivagc and jealousy now took 
possession of Ins mi ml, and without waiting for more proofs of (ho frailty 
of hi.' wife, lie determined that her life should pay the forfeit of her 
treachery. 

It is recorded that Fausta met her death in the bath, in which she 
was sufioealod by the steam, ,l it having been healed to an c\lrae.]-dinary 
degree." ' 

Helena heard of this second ant of retribution with feelings of deep 
regret and sorrew, and is said to have, in her character of bis mother, 
improved the Emperor with great severity for hi; cruelty in both instances : 
and this is recorded to have been the sole oeeasinn on whieh u difference 
ever existod between her arid her .Hon, The aeeusal.ions and the vengeanct 
were both common to the times, and frightful as the facts are, the hiss of 
human life did not ail'ect (lie world as it does in more civilized days; 
otherwise it is difficult to find excuses for Constaniine, who is accused by 
some authors of more than one act of cruelly irrocoiicilcable with his 
boasted clemency. Considering bis profession of the new faith, and his 
opposition to the old, he ha.d doubtless sufficient enemies ready to blacken 
bis character, whenever there was a possibility of misrepresenting the 
iruth. This may also account for the occupations which have been made 
against Helena herself, of buying been the accuser of Fausta, and the 
instigator of her son's vengeance against his wife. 

The death of .l.ieinius is another slain east on the fame of Constantino, 
who, having condemned him as an accomplice in the designs of Crispus, 
all'ected to listen to the prayers of his agonised sister, and appeared to 
consent to bis banishment to Tiiessalonica; but he was, sooa after his 
arrival there, murdered by the imperial order. 

Helena, after the catastrophe of i licit- mother's death, tool; upon herself 
the education of (he children of Fausta. 

About a.D. 325 happened one of the most interesting events in Church 
history — -llic Council of ^ice. It is not, eeriaiu that, Helena was present 
on this remarkable occasion ; but, as her son presided at the assembly, it 
is very likely (.bat she did so likewise, for she generally not only accom- 
panied hiiii wherever he went, but sat in council, and aided him wilii her 
wisdom and experience. 

Helena is thus described, when, at the advanced age of eighty, she 
undertook an expedition surprising at her years: '-Her life was eon-tautly 
hippy, ai least al'tor the elevation of her son to the throne of the Caesars. 
Hue saw that, only son reunite under bis power the whole extent of the 
lioman dominion, and three grain] sons seemed to promise her (bat the 
Empire would be perpetuated in her posterity. Add to this, perfect 
health, and an unimpaired vigour of mind, preserved even in her oh age. 
So many prosperities were not to her, as they too often prove, a. means of 
seduction, but, en (he contrary, an inexhaustible fund of ijnti.i'f<d <.u:knov;- 
ledgment and piety towards God." 2 
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The groat enterprise for which, more than any other action in her life, 
Helena lias been celeb rated, was a journey into the East, for the express, 
purpose of discovering the true crow on which our Saviour Lad s. u !fo red. 
This grand undertaking was made at tlie distance of more than three 
hundred years from the Christian era, and attests the exalted piety of iho 
Empress. Some say she desired to adorn the churches and oratories in 
those sacred spots, noticed in the history of our blessed Lord, and to 
relieve the poor 1 of those parts; others, that, visions, admonition, in 
sleep, or divine warnings, had led to the design which drew Helena to 
the Holy Laud; arid St. Paulinos declares no worldly motive could have 
directed her steps; it was the pious one alone of discovering the true 
cross. A letter from Constantino was. dispatched to Maearius. Lishop of 
Jerusalem, ordering him to make search for the sacred relic on .Mount 
Uolgecha of Calvary. Tradition had pointed out the spot where it was 
to ho found, and it, is said that Helena had been favoured with an especial 
revelation to aid her search. 

Accordingly, the aged Empress set forth, attended by an imperial 
retinue, and at the head of a large army, taken for that purpose out of 
llrttaiu f whence some have derived her snniiivne of " Lucddng," Eleu 
Lueddog, signifying "Lieu with the ijre.tit army." 

The desire of Helena to admit her own connirymen to a share in this 
great and glorious enterprise is highly interesting; lor it, shows that in 
her honoured position of Jloman Empress she still remembered that she 
was Queen of the Britons. The Emperor himself accompanied her as 
fur as ISyzantium. 

On her arrival at Jerusalem, Helena is said to have convened a large 
assembly of Jews, of whom she requested information concerning the 
•pot of which she was in search. They refused to point it out; upon 
which Helena threatened to put them to death. 3 On hearing this, they 
reluctantly confessed that Judas — an ominous name — one of their number, 
could give the necessary information. This man, however, who was really 
acquainted iv.il h the place, was as resolute as his brethren; and it was 
not till after he bad passed several days without, food in a dry cistern or 
pit, where he had been placed by order of Helena, that hunecr conquered 
his resolution, and he made known the secret, by leading; the impatient 
Empress to the spot.'' When arrived there, the search was by no means 
easy. The Emperor Adrian, who bad delighted in the prohmatiou of 
thi>fl> sacred places, had, about 200 years before, buried under great heaps 
of earth the place where the holy sepulchre existed, not far distant from 
the spot of the crucifixion, and had, built upon a platform over the place, 
which was paved with stoue, a temple to Venus, while above the sepul- 
chre he had raised a statue of Jupiter. 

It was necessary to remove the whole of this edifice, and afterwards to 
clear away the mass of stones on which it rested, as a preliminary step 
to the necessary discovery; this done, they bail to dig very deep to dis- 
cover the former surface, No difficulties could, however, deter Helena 

■' Rutinus, John [Salens. 
' Caxton says by firs. 
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from accomplishing her pious object. After a vast o,uantit,y of earth bad 
been removed, find fill the rubbish of the buildings tlmy bad demolished, 
the sacred grot was discovered wherein the Lord's body bad rested, 1 and 
whence it had arisen in :i glorified state. 

After they had dug a little deepor still, they discovered three crosses; 
and bore a now and unexpected diliieully arose — .for they could not deter- 
mine which of these crosses was the one that bad borne the Saviour of 
Man. The superscription was indeed found, but it, was not at.taehod to 
any one of them. Jndas could not tell the l^ueeii which was the true 
cross, find nlacai ins suggested ibai. :i miraculous proof should be demanded 
uf God concerning its identity. The Empress, tbe bishop, and others, 
therefore, wont to the bouse of a lady of quality, who was very dl, in 
the city. On arriving there, the Km press having herself made a. prayer 
aloud, 1 tbe bishop applied tbe crosses, and tbo siek person was restored 
instantly at tbo touch of the true cross. Many historians relate this as a 
fact; and add thai., by touching it, a dead person also was restored lu 
life. According to Cax'on, Judas bad laid the throe crosses in the middle 
of the eity, and while there awaiting some demonstration from Cod, at 
about noon a young man's body was carried forth to burial. Judas 
defined the bier, and laid on it first one of the three crosses, then a 
seeond, and alter ibat a third, when the dead was restored to life, Hoy/i- 
incu relalcs this incident, as he tells us, from report only; and Mr. liutier 
s;iys it deserves li; tic credit. Suriiu, indeed, consider the whole story of 
the In vim tio Ci ueis, or Finding of the Cross by .Helena, as a mere fiction; 
and Salmasius, in bis " Treatise dc Oruce," p. 21K), endeavours to prove 
it such, on account of the supposed inscription; "for where was the 
necessity of a miracle for distinguishing the cross on which our Saviour 
suffered, from those of the malefactors, if the aboce-mentioued inscription 
whs found near it; as it would plainly appear, lit, m the bole and nails, 
which of the crosses it had been affixed to, though even the two other 
malefactors, as is probable, bad their inscriptions."* Kusebius, however, 
mentions indireelly the discovery of the cross, in the Liter of Uonstaurmc 
addressed to JMaearius abmil. building the church, ami describes the two 
vmignilieenl churches which Helena burl, the one on Calvary, the other 
on .Mount Oliver,; 1 ' it, is therefore, no refutation of these historians, though 
perhaps some embellishment may have been added to the main facts. 5 

1 Caxtcm. » This prayer is recorded !jy Italians, Hist. lib. X., eap. 8. 

: Kfiysler'fl Travels. ' Butler. 

1 Polydore Vergil, who rehires rlie i'::et of i!^:.;:,i"s rimiiii!* the three crosses, 
says, "it was ensy tii [icrceivr Christ's cress by tin: title which then did iciuain, 
albeit sore wasted mid eurniplod nitb antiquity." 

Judas is said to have possessed a fniiiily iiieaioriii' uf u'l'i years' standing, 
liimiiti^ the place whidi Helena .ic-ired li.i dis:cuvta-, wliich .loiaimeiit he (irusuiiti;;! 
t., viie laiipj.-'-s. and thus the cross wit; ftu.iud. Hirli-etjatMirly .Imla.s, who was a 
Itt-bn-iv. received the baplismn' rite, ami the mitae. uf Qi.it'i'iaous was oe-towed 
,ai hi in by Helium ; he lived io Kit-tune :i bi-tiop, aiui .-uttered martyrdom. The 
i !•.■::.. i rip ar,|.',i:.ucd a iu-riviil in b-ji honour ua the :kd of May, whieii was sub;e. 
tiaentl.v called Holy Crass Day. 

I'LitiuM rells as the tavss v.ais ilisc-overed by Helena on the Sn.l of 7\f ny, anviii:; 
tin: l'uiitiHuii:e oi' Kuhebiiis. but t.:ic calendar appends! tu Cuopur's aoeuunt of 

12 
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The Empress, who had presided in person over the whole work, was 

overwhelm nd with joy at finding herself in possession of such :i treasure; 
she cut the sacred cross into two pieces, the largest uf whieh was enclosed 
in a rieh silver shrine, and placed under the care of M.aearius, liishop 
of Jerusalem ; j(, was afterwards annually exposed to the adoration of l.he 
people, sometimes often or, in proportion to the nninber of pilgrims who 
resorted tnitber i.o worship it. The second portion of the cross was sent 
as a present of inestimable value to Cons ran tine, who was at Constanti- 
nople, and there, at certain periods, it. was uncovered and exposed to the 
adoration of the public with much solemnity. I'rngineuts, as is well 
known, of this cross have been dispersed all over Christendom. 

About three hundred and fifty years after Ibc discovery of the cross, an 
Anglo-Saxou nan wore, tilts description of a journey of pilgrimage made 
I.i y two of her countrymen 1 iu the eighth century, who travelled to the 
Holy Land through Asia Minor. After tracing their progress, the writer, 
who was of the monastery of TTcideubani, says: "And then they came 
to Jerusalem, by that, place where the Holy Cross of our Lord was "found. 
There is now a church in this place, called the Place of Cavalry; but 
H.t. Helen, when she discovered it, enclosed it wiiliin the boundaries of 
Jerusalem; and there stand three wooden crosses, in front of the east 
court of the church, near the wall. These are not within the church, 
but withoutsidc, under a covering; and there is that garden, near where 
the sepulchre of our Lord was. This sepulchre was cut in the rock, 
and that rock stands upon the ground; it is four- sip aire within, and 
narrow towards the top; and the cross of that sepulchre stands now 
upon the top; and there beside is built an admirable bouse; and on the 
east side, iu that rock, is the door of tlie sepulchre, by which men enter 
into it to pray; and there is the bed where the body of the Lord lay; 
and there stand about the bed fifteen golden basins of 'oil, burning day and 
mgbt; that bed is eu the northern side, within the sepulchre, and is on 
Ibe right baud of the mao as he goes in I.o pray there. And there, be- 
fore the door of the .sepulchre lieih a groat stone, like to that which the 
angel rolled away." 

Such is one of the earliest accounts of the saored edifice which was 
erected over the spot of our Lord's Sepulchre, 2 where part of the cross 
found by St. Helena was deposited. 'J.'bo splendour is said to have 
rivalled that of llelingabalus's Temple of the Sun, "its walls being lined 
with precious marbles, its roof covered with beaten gold, while in the 
shower of light which fell upon its dome, Helena affected to image and 
perpetuate the angelic glory to which r.ae fane was dedicated." 3 

A modern writer 1 describes the building iu these terms : " The form 

the most importiirn Public liec.rds of Great Britain .'vol. ii. p. 4811), fists the 
date mi the ;iid et .Hay, a. d. HiO, in the twenty- :irsi- year of Uenstantiiic's rei^r.. 
liie tlorleenlh of the Pen clique uf semester, and the iimt, arter tin; i.','oi.ul „: 
Kuui.—JJutler, vol. v., p. oSi, 

' St. WilleUei.i and St. WimebalJ. See M;hs Lawrence's i uteres dug work, His- 
tory of Woman in England. 

■ Miner's Hist, of the Church of Christ. a Lady Morgan. 

1 Light's Travels in Egypt, Nubia, the Holy Land, and Cyprus. 
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of tbe body of the Church of the Holy Sepulobre is circular, over which 

is a heavy cupola. In the body of the church arc entrances to the three 
chapels (if the G recks, Armenians, and Latins, and to the cells of the 
monks, who are kept there for the service of the church. The chapels 
are fitted up ia the style of tbe sect to which they belong; the Greeks 
and Armenians with pictures, the Latins with images. In the centre 
rises an ohlom; building of wood, of twenty feci in length by ten in 
hveadl.ii, in which is u cupola, open '.it top. One half of this contains the 
Sepulchre of our Saviour, the other is fitted up for the chapel of the 
Copts. A small space enclosed by low railings surrounds the entrance 
to the Sepulchre. I confess I bad been prepared to see something like 
a tomb, and was rather (iisiip pointed, on entering, to find myself in a mean 
chapel, where the niter, of plain while marble, occupied a space of six 
feet in length, two ill breadth, and in depth about two feet and a half, 
leaving ordv room in front fit to kneel. It covers, according to the tra- 
ditiou'of the lilace, I he tomb of our Saviour, ol' whom a miserable picd.ro 
is hung on the tapestry over the altar; this is lighted by forty-five silver 
lamps, Suspended in six rows from the cupola, i followed the example 
of my guide in kissing the altar, kneeling and bowing my head over it. 

" From the Sepulchre, I was led to a flat stone ol six- feet, iti length, 
arid three in breadth, Conning part oC the pavement of the budy of the 
eliurch where our Savour's body was anointed alter it was taken from the 
cross; near which were the tombs of Godfrey and Baldwin, two ol the 
sovereigns of Jerusalem during tbe Crusades. They are now enclosed, 
and concealed from view within the wall, their existence and appearance 
Dot, being interesting to the Armenians, who new modelled the church. 
"The attempt to bring everything connected with the crucifixion ol 
our Saviour under the same roof, surprised me. In one part of the 
church is an elevated piece of rock, enclosed in a sort of chapel, in which 
the crucifixion took place; three small square pieces of marble, in the 
centre of which is a pole, mark the spot, where the crosses ol our Saviour 
and the malefactors were fixed ; and in another, close to this, is a chapel, 
dedicated to the place where the ceremony of nailing l.o the cross was 
performed; underneath is an excavation, where St. Helena found the 
cross ; and a little further off is the tomb of ^"icodemus the Jew, who is 
mentioned in St, John, chapter iii.; but by what authority he is buried 
here I do not know. To complete the show, a fragment of a griuule 
column, about two feet high, said to be taken from the palace of Pontius 
1'ilatc, and described as the pillar to which our Saviour was attached 
when he was scourged, is placed iu another chapel. But I will not tire tbe 
reader bv swelling"] ongcr on the relics of this church, which are made the 
objects of contention between the different scots, and are by turns pos- 
sessed, as each has money to purchase the right to them from the '.furb- 
ish chiefs, who of course arc anxious that such contests should occur." 

Mr. Light, seeing the anxiety to crowd all tbe relics of the Saviour 
under otioTroof, the Sepulchre in particular being so near the place of 
crucifixion, doubts whether it was the actual burying- pi ace of our Lord, 
and thinks that the early Christians, from their zeal, neglected to examioo 
among the tombs further from the city for the real Sepulchre. He 
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nja :_ l n the Valley of Jehosopbat there are caverns which have evi- 
dently been tombs, lii.'my of them with a stone portal, and bear ri Jf .i-k= of 
i' r , ( " ;^tie l n,ty. The text in Poripture ,*ays, the stone was roikd ;, U3 v 
which certa ,.]y applies more to a vertical than a horizontal position, the 
supposed situation ,,t the ,;;,,.,(,„,. tomb, and is contrary to tin- custom 
prevent td ounmg the ( ], ;I J in , om]j , ( , xw . vaf( ,| ;„ (],' ^^ ()f ^^ 
o, which men, -ml. are to be found in all parts, of the East. As J made- 
these observations before T read Dr. Clarke's account of Jerusalem I ivs 
much grafi/ied in firnih:.^ Lis opinion coincide with mine." ' 

The same author goes on to observe :— ""Within Hie limits of the Ami's 
Height, ,.>,■ pa.ace are said It, l,e the place of couiinrment and iud.-.rmm- 
liall of our hav.our, the .pot where he was scourged, and that in wbieh 
too IT,*, was kept hdore it was used [or the orueiimci. and where it iva- 
ief h\ (l,e lunpress Tl.eicna after she found it on Mount Calvary " 

Helena likewise, was desirous to evince her pietv by monuments, 
= ;;--' : . '" Uii: «tvf,r:U other places rendered sacred 1 ur Lei I 

See destroyed at Bclhlchcm the Temple of Adonis, bv which Adrian 
had, about a hundred years before, profaned the place where t'hr^i. was 
born, ami raised instead, a church to the incarnate Son of Cod She 
bun I. an ,ot her upon the Mount of Olives, on the ,pot where our Saviour 
<■'"!-. hifi :,booe on earth by his glovio,,- ascension, [ n }, m b these 
worKs she was assisrou by the liberality of her son, but she had the first 
snare in tne design and execution of them. 1 

The laui,-nted author of the « Orescent and the Gross " * thus describes 
his visit to the Church of St. Helena, at Bethlehem :— « I'lnterhm bv a 
very low door anu long passage, almost upon hands ami knees, J stood'un 
miner the noble dome of the Church of St. Helena. The roof eon- 
sK-u-b l of cedar-wood iron, Lebanon, is supported bv forty liu-e marble 
pillars, showing dimly the faded images of painted saints. The whole 
'Both these edifices are described by the early Saxon writer of the Life of 
■ S V "', Mi ' ;,1 . ,R m !l,c eialoh eenhivy, as ha.viuL- hoe,, seen by til:,! bis],,;,, udio 

"■'"'' ,LI ' ™ ltl!l( tl'e iM Mint of Ulives, " came tt> tlie church on thai n ,„i,,( f> , 

wh.c.a om- Lord ascended no,, l;ea.yen. And It, the midst of ll,c ,:!„„■,.}! -,a„ i. 
a i'late ol Ijv.'ish !,o,„hful]y wrought, am! it is squnre. This is in ,hc „ :■;■, „f 
ie l;: "' ri:ll > " n l ™ !' i: «'<- v.-here o„r Lord r, sendee into heaven ; and m re mid- 
dle cur! ,, a quadrangle, an,l llmre aee little ":1ms* la,,,:,., and rouna about' re-r 

^e.-,v- it: ,„,,:,„ them. .\n,i this is why they are enclosed, :hat Ihrv 

lin.y .iccr. ali;-ht both :o nun ami sniishii.^. This etimch is morcovi- verv hr.-u! 
:,ed w:;h,:uf :, roof, and there stand tw<, jallars j»,-i ividdnside the ehurt-o.'a.eiin-i 
the n.iM.liern and l:e soniiievii wtills. Ti.c-e aw in veineniin'^i-.co nf [!,.■ t„ , - .-, 
who s:ud, ' Ye men of Galilee, why st:in:l ye -:,;:i,,a ,,,, ii,(„ heaven V Aad !hal 
mut! ivin. can pass between the wnll and the eolnnii.s, they say he is free from 

" Tlien lie went to the place where the a.ne.d- anp^ared to the shepherds, and 
ilie:, to lietldehetii, where our Lord was horn. This place was fomdr:, . ..,.,. 
aiid row ,1 -.s :, honse, eel foin-seuare in the rock, and the earth is die- away 
'"""" ::! "■ ,ll ' [,m! il - :im ^' i» »<™ biiiH oyer it. Ami on tie. ,,h,re v.diere (he 
Lard ivn? horn new stands an alhir, ami ats,:>i-r smaller altar is there, ami when 
Oicy c.elel.:t;,iem:i-s in tlm ca.ve, they Ink,; (hat ..mailer fdtar and ranv n wiln, 
lins cle.ifeh, v.-hieh stands ulmvc, is built it. the noiii of a en— ami' : - : . ■• ■,'■,' 
rioua building." ' 6 

' L'liot Wa-rburton, 
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i'i;ili.l;i-i:: U silent, dirty, and neg!ccreil -looking, but of noble proportions, 
li'rain its court, arc parted oif the different chapels htdonyin;; to the rival 
sects. The Armenian is the handsomest and wtiiiltSifost of these, as its 
friars iiro by fur the most respectable. 

"The Chapi.il of the Nativity is a subterranean grotto, into which you 
descend in darkness, Mint gives way to t.ho softened light of many silver 
lamps suspended from the roof. Notwithstanding the improbability nf 
this being the actual place of the Nativity, one cannot descend with 
hiiliifci-enco into the enclosure, which has led so many millions of pilgrims. 
iu rags or armour, during lo'OO years, from their distant homes. It is, 
however, impossible to recognise anything liko a reality in the mass of 
marble, brass, and silken tawdry ornaments ; and one leaves this most 
celebrated spot in the world with findings of disappointment." 

Mr. Turner is stilt more minute ; these are his words : " I descended 
a staircase and entered a grotto, said to be the silo of the stable in which 
our Saviour was born ; it lies east south-east, and west north-west, and 
is thirtyseveu feet six inches long, and fourteen brood. At the easterly 
end, on the supposed site of the birth, is built an altar, six feet three 
inches long, anil fifiy-e.iglit i.'cct six inches deep, formerly belonging; (as 
indeed did the whole church) to ihe Catholics, but now usurped by the 
Greeks, with whom the Armenians have lately bought a share. This 
akar, lying north norlh-easl, and south south-west, is above, adorned wdih 
mosaic, laid by Helena, but now ruined, and with Greek pictures of 
Saiuls, Ac, and lighted with f mrl.ceii silver lamps, ixdonging to its present 
possessors. The grotto, i. e., the whole, is lighted by twenty-six silver 
and silver-gilt lamps, the property of the Catholics. To the west-south- 
west of the site of the birth, fourteen foot, dista.nt (in which ti.ro included 
three steps, out. from the naked rock), is another altar (lying north by 
cast and south by west, and contained in an interior grotto), the site, it 
is said, of the monger iu which our Saviour was laid: this altar is fifty 
inches long, and thirty-live and a half deep. To the east south-east 
of the manger, live feet six inches distant, is another altar, supposed to 
be on the spot whore stood the Magi, when they offered their gifts to 
Jesus. 15ot.li these are hung with appvoprial e pictures; and the ooe on 
the site of the manger is lighted by live silver lamp*. This interior 
grotto measure'! seven t'eet fen inches, by eight feet nine incites, and is 
embellished by four small columns standing near the supposed site of 
the manger, one of verd anikpie, one of pink, ami two of white marble ; 
these were also placed by St,. Helena, At. the westerly end of the cliurch 
is a doer leading to a large natural cave, in which is shown, first, from 
the door to the right, an altar, covering, it. is said, the spot where .Joseph 
retired to pray, after the delivery of the Virgin; second, to the right, an 
akar, whore are- thought to have been buried the Innocents murdered by 
command of Herod ; under it is a large hollow; third, turning into a 
passage on the lett, an altar upon the sepulchre of St.. Kiise'oius ; fourth, 
in the same pas-age, an altar upon tin; sepulchre of Satitji, l.'uola and hei 
daughter; opposite to which, fifth, an altar on the sepulchre of St. 
Jerome ; atid si\1li, turning to the right, a chamber, Said 10 have been 
the tomb where St. Jcvouic taught. Tiie only tiling beiongiug to the 
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Greeks and Armenians here below, is the altar, on tho site of the birth ; 

under this is a small holt;, which they have embellished with a silver 
plate, for the pilgrims to hiss." 1 

It appears from St. Ambrose, that Helena was, out of contempt, called 
Stabulariu by the .Tews and Pagans, not as Hamulus thinks, because Cen- 
slantius lodged at the house of her father -in lirHaiv-, but beeau.se .she 
herself founded this Church at Pclhlehem where the stable stood in 
which Christ was born, and which the enemies of the Christian name 
turned into ridicule. St. Ambrose writes thus of her: "They say she 
was firs! a stabularia, or one who entertained strangers, and so became 
known to Constantins, who afterwards arrived at the Empire. A good 
stabularia, who sought so diligently the crib of the Lord ; who chose to 
be reputed as dung, that she might gain Christ!" This commentary 
might also have referred io another grand work of Helena, which was a 
kitchen for (he support of the indigent a.i.id hungry pom- at Jerusalem. 

In this manner Helena directed the State revenues which her son bad 
placed in her bands to the purposes of religion and benevolence. Pau- 
linos, Kpist. .XT. nd Severn™, reproaches the .him press- Mother with 
abusing the exchequer; but Puller,' who refers to this charge against 
Helena, thinks that the word " abuti" should be rendered, <-Z full and 
free use of those treasures" her son had emnioyed her to distribute. 

Saint Paulinus' 1 writes of the discovery of the cross through the zeal 
of the Empress Helena, and laushes praises on the faith of Cons tan tine. 
The epistle which he addressed on this subject, to Sulpioius Severus is 
edifying, for it gives a just idea of the mother's piety, and the religion 
of the young prince, her son: — - 

"I am persuaded that it is not out of season that T inform you how the 
cross has been found, aud recognised, to edify your faith by" the history 
of an event which is too important Ibr one l.o be ignorant of. It is easy 
to see, that he who knows not the detail, would with difficulty understand 
bow this eros^, which has been discovered by revelation, was (he true one, 
on which the Lord willingly expired for us; but it cannot be doubted 
that if it had fallen into the bioids uf the Jews, who arc always watching 
to weaken the faith of Jesus Christ, I hoy would have torn it to pieces, 
and reduced it to ashes. Por those who had sealed the Sepulchre would 
not have failed to destroy the reineoibranco of it, and i.bev would not have 
suffered the preservation of the cross to afford an excuse for worshipping 
Him whose resurrection they would not acknowledge, though attested by 
the opening of the tomb, and the uselossnoss of the seals they bad placed 
upon it to hinder the rising from the deiid which they apprehended. It 
is, therefore, in vain that, we demand why the cross remained buried in 
the earth, since, if it had not been so, above all during the time of the 
persecutions, which have succeeded to the hatred of the dews, and almost 
surpassed their cruelty, it is evident that all the remains would have been 
entirely destroyed ; for one may easily imagine with what fury those por- 

1 Turner's Tour io the Levant. 

"Worthies of England, vol. i. p. 500, edit. 1840. 
1 Bishop of Nola. 
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sons would have destroyed tins cross, who have expended tlioir violence 
on the place where it bad been deposited. The Emperor Adviti.ii thought 
that by despoiling this sacred spot, lie would succeed in undermining and 
extirpating the fiiith of the Christians : -wif.il this view lie decorated a 
statue of Jupiter in the place where < -Siriat died, and l'ethiehem was in 
like inn n u ev profaned liy the impure Temple of Adonis, lie hoped, so 
to speak, to pluck up the Church by the vool, and to shake it from the 
Inundation, if idols became adored on the spot where Jesus (Jurist was 
born to suller, suffered to vise again, rose again to reign, and was judged 
by the world, that in his turn lie might judge the world. Alas 1 it has 
pleased the all-powerful Cod to expose himself to these outrages, am! 
even to permit profanation of sacrilegious men in the spot where lie was 
crucified for the salvation of the luiniaii race. Over the evoss, which had 
shaken all nature wish eartlii|iiakes, by the oeiipse of (lie sun, and by (ho 
dead rising from their graves, the idol of the Devil was raised; his altar 
smoked wil.li ihe funeral pile of the beasts which wove sacrificed to him: 
the name of God was convoyed to dead images, while He who is the 
living God, and the resurrection of I lie dead, was loaded with opprobrium, 
and blasphemed as a man who was cloud, and dead by the shameful 
punishment of the cross. In Bethlehem, whore two animals bad reeng- 
nised their master, and the manger of their Lord, men, disowning their 
Saviour and their God, have paid t; superstitious worship to the infamous 
love of mortals, and to dead bodies. That place in which wise men from 
the distant, elimaie of (Jhaldea had adored the Eternal King, whoso 
cradle had been revealed to them by a new star, and bail offered their 
presents, had the Romans rendered sacred to impure and barbarous, pas- 
sions. In that spot where, during the night, lighted by the star, the 
sh op i lords, accompanied by a multitude of angels, and transported by a 
celesiial joy, repu'Ted to render homage to tiie iiewd.iorn Saviour, impure 
females, amidst effeminate men, have wept for the death of Adonis, and 
the grief of Venus. Alas ! what piety may be able to expiate such pro- 
digious impiety ! In the place where the sacred tears of the Saviour's 
infancy bad Iron beard, shameful ceremonies retain the cries of those who 
utter the lamentable complaints of Venus. 

"This shame to the age lasted ti'l the time of Constantino, which 
touches our own. This prince merited to be the model and Chief of 
Christian princes, by his own faith and that of his mother Helena, who, 
by Divine inspiration, when this circumstance was nnide known to her, 
sighed for the hapvuness of beholding Jerusalem ; and being proclaimed 
August with her son, besought him to give her permission to visit the 
places made holy by the traces of our Lord, and by the mysteries which 
He had wrought for us. She desired by the destruction of temples and 
sacrilegious idols, to purge these holy places from the contagion of ini- 
pietv, and to restore them to their original ho.inet-s ; for it was necessary 
that the Church should resume its rights, and recover its first lustre in 
that place where it had received its birth. The Emperor did not hesitate 
to consent to all that she wished, and bis august, mother devoied the 
treasures with which she had been entrusted by him, in lavishing on the 
pious works which she projected every richness that could be withdrawn 



a t,y Google 



thenee. It waa with all the grandeur and magnificence which depended 

mi orrsoil, and winch rckirinn rerpdrcd, that, hi;,; adorned tmble churches 
in every place where her Divine Redeemer hud accomplished the I . . --iii 1 1 - ■- 
mys (eries of mercy. 

" Helena desired, in these magnificent works, to pay to Christ the 

homage of an Empress ; but she did Tint, at the same tin,,:, omit to per- 
form tlio^e works f morey and goodness, which are more pluu^in- in tlic 
cyc-s of Cod than any temples wrooght with Lands. It was her' ded-V. 
to relieve the poor, (he orphans, and widows, by her charity ; and a. she 
travelled from place lo place through (be i.lnly Laud, and moro inti- 
mutely surveyed the spots On which she desired to erect monuments to 
mark the glory of (lie Lord, and her own pious zeal in Jlis service, she 
left in ilie hearts of all, abundant testimonies to her own vital religion. 
Helena especially honoured those virgins who were consecrated to God ■ 
Mild having one day assembled all who resided at Jerusalem, she «uye 
them an entertainment, at which she waited on them herself" 

Si.mlas, who notices this humility of mind and Christian modesty in 
the Empress of the Roman world, towards women of (he menastie order 
says: <>ktoi often assembled, and seated, and ministered to them with 
her own hands, setting before then, the victuals, and Imodium the cups 
and pouring water over their bands, so performing the part and office of 
a maid-servant." 

" She loved simplicity ; and in the common prayers of the faithful, 
she mixeu with the other women, without taking anv particular or distin- 
guished plaee. She visited the principal churches of the East, and left, 
wherever she went, proofs of her Christian and religious liberality; nor 
did she pass by the chapels of the meanest towns, where her dVlieate 
sense of humility led her to appear amonirst the women at prayer in a 
most bumble garment. She was able to^indnlge her pious charl-v in 
these respect;, because the Emperor, her sou, confiding in her prudence 
gave her leave to draw upon the imperial treasury for whatever stuns =hc 
pleased.'" Whilst, therefore, "Helena travelled all over the Ca-,1 wirii 
royal pomp and magnificence, she heaped all kinds of favours both on 
cities and private persons, particularly on soldiers, the poor, the naked 
and those who were condemned to the mines, distributee/ money gar- 
ment,, Ac, and freeing many from oppression, chains, and banishieem* "' 
by these and a thousand other actions, Helena proved herself the 
" common mother of the indigent and distressed." 5 •> «he herseif built 
more cnurebes than any woman before Iter time or since,"' to sav nothing 
of those numerous edifices ef another kind, sn-estcd bv lu-r benevo- 
lence." 

Of this latter clasa waa tile kitchen founded at Jerusalem by the Em- 
press, lints described by Mr. Turner: "We visited the kitclmn of St. 
Helena, which is a large edifice, we'd built of yellowish marble and 
having its two doors adorned after the Gothic fashion, [t is still 'used 
by the T urks for the purpose for which it was originally instituted, being 

' Crevier. « Butler's Lives. 

! St. Gregory tie Great. ' Green's Worcester. 
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a ki tch cd endowed by the Suknn for r.lio benefit of the poor, and of 
Turkish travellers. The Turks have; divided i: into several apartments, 
of which aomc are ovens, some stables; and above they have "built a 
mosque and a bath." 

The Church of the Ascension, which stands ou the loftiest of the 
three summits of the Mount of Olives, in the centre of the village of 
Mount Olivet, on the very spot whence our Saviour is thought to have 
ascended to heaven, was built, it is said, by Si. Helena, and, says War- 
burton, ''from the roof may be obtained die most interesting, if not the 
most striking, view in the world." The holy spot whereon our Lord is 
supposed to have stood, was enclosed by 1bu Empress with an octagonal 
building, roof eii by a round dome. " On each side of this building, ex- 
coot where is the door, are two small columns (fourteen in all) of coarse 
marble, with highly ornamented capitals. The eirele of tin: inside was 
sixteen feet two" inches round, and the dome about thirty-live feet, high 
from the ground. Within is a stone, thirty-one inches by tweuiy-one, 
said to have been the lust earthly substance that, Jesus trod on. This 
stone contained an impression, v. Inch, says (radii-ion, is the print of Jesus' 
foot. A higher authority, 1 however, says, our Saviour aseended from 
Bethany. Kear the stone is a recess (to make. which the symmetry of 
the building is spoiled, and a parcel of stones are buapod up to cover it 
on the outside) for the Turks and Arabs to pray in. All the pilgrims 
kiss the stone very devoutly. Of the court in which the building stioids, 
each side is about one hundred feet, but the shape is irregular. Here 
the Creeks, Armenians, (Syrians, avid Cents, nave ca.eh an aha.r (the Ar- 
menians have two) of stones, rudely piled, 2 of the Mosque of Omar. In 
ihe kiiehcn, which has a small dome, suppnrlud by four square clumsy 
columns, are some of the original caldrons of Helena, of which, one ot 
the largest that 1 measured, was fifty inches round, and thirty inches 
deep. A mituetee. or superintendent, is sometimes sent from Constanti- 
nople, to honour a distinguished visiter hero : she has a residence in the 
kitchen, and lakes care that the guest be well provided : in this case the 
poor are mi glee tod, as the fund is eaten up by the numerous attendants 
(hat always accompany a. distinguished Turk." 3 

It must be interesting to (he generous friends of the poor and needy, 
who in our own days have fed the hungry ami clothed the naked, in simi- 
lar institutions, to revert l.u ihe primary instiruiion founded on this prin- 
ciple in a remote age in that Holy City which, in religious interest, 
exceeds every other in the earth. Nor was this the only other em- 
beilishmcnt added by Helena lo the churches she had already founded : 
for, about one hundred pates south-east of the Holy Sepulchre stands the 
convent of St. Peter, also the work of the Empress. It is now in the 
possession of the Turks-, who have converted it into a tanner's yard and 
stables; several broken pieces of columns, are attached to the wads. 

■ Lulic, clmp. xsiv. 
1 The village itself stands on the su 
plete view of .Jerusalem, from whicli ii 
' Tumor's Tour. 
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Scarcely a spot celebrated 5ti Scripture passed unregarded by the obser- 
vant and pious Helena : ehm.-elies arose in all directions:, convents adorned 
the desolalo places dedicated to (iie service of Christ, : Nazareth, iSotblc- 
hem, A rim at hen, lesiify the zeal of the impress in her holy undortukintr. 
The finest convent in the Holy Land, that at NaKiretli, was erected li'y 
her orders, and is thus described : " The church of this convent is very 
large and handsome : there is a grotto under it, lo which visitors descend 
by a handsome marble staircase: it was there, they say. that the ungcl 
Gabriel appeared to the Virgin. The natural ceiling of the grotto is 
left.; hut, a very handsome aliar of sculptured marble is built in it; and 
there are still seen two columns of granite, placed, it is said, bv iTeloiia, 
to mark the spot; of one of which the lower part is broken off, so that; 
it, is upheld by, and hangs from, (.he stone roof, which is here looked on 
as miraculous. Out of the grotto, a short, passage loads into a small 
cave, said to have been the kitchen of the Virgin." ' 

Of the convent of St. Catharine, at I'of.hlcheni, Dr. Wittmati writes : — 
" As we approached the convent, in which we were received with great 
hospitably, wo passed beneath the ruins of an ancient, gateway, and after- 
wards entered a. loi'iy building, erected by St. Ilelemi, anciently s;yled 
the Temple, hut now the Convent of St. Catharine. It is ornamented 
with at least fifty lofty and beautiful col minis of marble, of the Corinthian 
order, and has on its walls the remains of several line paintings in fresco 
of Scriptural subjects, representing the apostles, patriarchs, &c. The 
beauty and symmetry of the Temple have been in some measure des- 
troyed, by a portion of it, w'bieb they have converted into a chapel, hav- 
ing boon divided off by the: Greeks, who received permission from the 
Turks to do so, on their consenting to pay an annual contribution." 

"Ramla," says the same traveller, " the ancient Arimathea, was the 
seat of government in the theocratic days of Israel; here .Samuel judged 
i!ie people, and here the elders of the Hebrews assembled to demand a 
king (o rule over them." Here St. Helena, having gathered the bones 
of the martyrs out. of the marshes, and placed them hi cuilins, built over 
them a church called the Church of the Forty Martyrs. Light, who 
visited the sublerraneous Church of (he [foly Alartyrs, says, " the ruin 
may be dated from the time of the Crusades. Close to this there is a 
large reservoir, which is ascribed to St. Helena, the roof being suppnrted 
bj arches and pillars of the Gothic or .Saracenic architecture, the ieoglh 
being not less than one hundred i'Mt, and the breadth forty." 

Among other foundations ascribed to Helena, arc the Convent of St, 
Tech, in the island of Cyprus, and the Convent of Santa Croee, built on 
the summit of the ancient Mount Olympus: the latter is said to have 
been sma.li, but built with great solidity. 2 

' Turner's Tour. 

4 Mr. Turner says : Under it am subterraneous chambers, of which three have 
been opeuerl, and found ro contain rich priestly habits ; of" tlic-p the Turks took 
possession : there remains a hoirih unopened, of which liiu priests conceal their 
kuev.'k-.h.'.-o till i.hcy shall liiel an oppnvmniiy of ep^uin.e it unknown to their ty- 
rants. The door of the convent is guarded ley a. portcullis ; i.tic church is smaii 
and mean. [ found it full of aboes un> hundred \\::<\ iiily i iriek licii-ant-, why 
were bowing and praying to a cloth, on which was embroidered a cross." 
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When the idea of searching for the cross .first inspired the Empress, 
sho is said to have exclaimed, " i heboid Calvary, T behold tins Cold of 
battle— but where arc the spoils and the trophies? I seek the standard 
of salvation without its being displayed to my view ! I am elevated on 
a throne, and the cross- of my Saviour lies buried under a donghiil ! I 
see myself amidst a superb court, aod the triumph of the Hon of God is 
butled in ruins '. How can T believe that 1 Lave been redeemed, if I do 
not behold the victory of my Redeemer ?" ' Her glorious enterprise was 
indeed achieved, and when the precious relic of the Divine nature upon 
earth was presented to her enraptured view, she worshipped, not indued 
the senseless wood, but Him who had suffered upon it. Yet this very 
circumstance led to a result on which the pious b'.mprcss had not counted 
— no other than the worship of relics — a superstitious observance which 
has continued over since to prevail wherever the Romish faith lias pre- 
vailed. The first originator, i lion, of the material worship winch so essen- 
tially characterises the Unman Catholic, in contradistinction to the real 
Chnstian or Protestant faith, was the unconscious mother of Gouslantir.o. 
Pefnro tier time, no cross was ever veneraied by the followers of our 
Lord, nor were material objects combined with the principles of the 
Christian faith. The apostles, the primrive fathers of the Church, the 
martyrs of J.)ioeIesi;iti, bad alone the true God before their eyes; but 
now a new object of interest arose, and a new tradition attached import- 
ance, solemnity, and honour, 1.0 places ami tilings; to the former, as the 
abodes of our Lord on earth, to the latter as relics rendered sacred by His 
touch. 

The portion of the cross, forwarded to Bonus, was divided Into portions, 
each of which was destined to form the foundation for some new odsfice, 
dedicated to Christianity. Over these sacred relics was built, amongst 
Others, the magnih'ecul edifice of St, Peter at Rome. The possession of 
a portion of the Holy Cross was esteemed in itself sufficient to render any 
spot sacred and hallowed. Spires a.nd domes arose iu countless numbers 
to testify the fact. Other relies besides were found to be peculiarly 
sticrcd; the garments of the apostles, the bones of departed saints, began 
to acquire value in the Christian mind. The belief which could not at- 
tain by faith to a spiritual knowledge of the facts of the redemption, was 
forward iu recognising and receiving objects known and attested by their 
connexion with the Ihvinity ami His followers.' 

To the great influence of Helena, was also to be attributed the removal 
by Constantino of the court from Rome, to Byzantium, where the Empe- 
ror founded for himself a new capital, winch, from his own mil no, de- 
rived thai of Constantiuopolis, or " tins city of Constantino." The more 

' Ambrose, Theodorct. 

1 An order of the Cress (or Oolsade), nensi sting of ladies only, was Instituted 
in le'i.iS bv vlie Erapivss Jillear.or;! i";e COiini-im. a. mimosa'.; e of the leather of 
Coe.sOoenu.', anil wife of the Kiaperor l.eopnld, on the occasion of the uiiiiu-iilous 
recovery of a. little jfoh.iea evi.ss. wherein were encinsed two [lio.ee.s of the Inio 
trass, out of the ashes of part of the pahiee: r.hongh tie foe had burnt the ease 
wherein it was enclose!, ami eitlosil the crysoi.l, the wood had remained 1:11- 
touciied by tbe devouring element ! — Ency. Brit. 
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trestimj; with ..lie chill catacombs and subterraneous crypts of the early 
,..",..;,■. m.ii.ms of Christians. The first church raised by Constantino, 
under the influence of Helena, was dedicated to the Divine Wisdom, 
clothed in a female form, under the invocation of St. Sophia. Even the 
tbuiiiial roll of tin: imperial city itself was ascribed io the inspiration of 
the Virgin Mary, who was chosen its tutelary guardian." 2 

Among other decoration,; of the Forum itself, there were, according to 
Suitks, !l two columns of Helena and Constantino, wi'.h a cross between 
them, having the inscription ' Unus Sanctus,' ' there is One Holy.' " 

The fame of Christianity spread far ami wide, amidst all the externc.I 
honor.- paid to the faith; and as Helena, with bur splendid train of Wo- 
man and British followers, progressed through (he East, from place to 
place, great multitudes of converts, amongst whom were illustrious Indi- 
ans, Iberians and Armenia 11s, and many others of a meaner sort, received 
the baptismal rite, and swelled the imperial train. 3 

During the period that Constantinople was re-edified, Constat! tine 
resided at. Xioomodia, suruanied " The Beautiful," the capital city of 
Bit.hynia, which, for greatness and magnificence, has been compared to 
liomo, Aiit.iocii, and Alexandria." Thither Helena repaired, to join her 
seoi, as sooti as she had accomplished her designs in the East, carrying 
with her the precious testimonials of her pious search. On arriving, 
she related to the Emperor how she had discovered the holy cross, and 
by what prodigy it, had been distinguished from those found with it, and 
also the superscription which had hocti scpaiated from the cross. The 
Emperor was deeply atfeeted, and stili more so wlicu his mother presented 
to him sonic of (.ho sacred nails used by the Jews in the crucifixion of 

1 Stowe, "Id 1472, 011 the 27th of May, when Mahomet II., Prince of the 

Turlis, I'liili t.'iiiistaiiiiiic.|i'e, lie bclieailml ihe (Jbrisiinn llroj.ci-or. '.'.■:.-! -ii-t'in-. 
and, imttinii; Ins head on the top of a lance, on used it to be hornu wltli . 1 . ■ i- ■ ^1 ., ■ 1 
lliioiijlh i.lm 'I'utkish c:oiip. At the taking cf the iky there wc.s also a horrible 
tempest of thunder 111, ■.[ li^.'.i'ici.i, nicca tnried about eight, hundred houses." 
1 Lady Morgan = Suitlas. * Lempriere. 
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our Lord.' For searce'y had that prociou: 
more than all the riches of the Roman Em 

her possession, than she remembered that s 
accordingly sent to desire Judas to search i 
the order, and after having dug in the ea: 
have found them shining as geld, and to ) 
press, who, on beholding tliem, worshipw> 
One of these nails she put, into a bridle foi 
nnd another she reserved for the helmet h 
battle; 3 for both her affection and pietj i 
sacred relief would preserve lier beloved O 



Buonaparte in modern times caused himself to he invested at his coro- 
nation ; being attached to the inside of it all round. Upwards of 1500 

years have passed away since this crown was presented to Loustanljne by 
his niorhcr, and, says an intelligent writer, '' there is not a speck of rust 
upon it; which 1 was desired to notice as a permanent miracle, by dvj: 
chanoino who called inv airent.jon to that fact. The crown itself eonsisls 
of a broad circle ef gold, set with large rubies, emeralds, and sapphires, 
and is kept, in the Cathedral of Moivia, over an altar, closely shut up 
within (billing floors of gilt brass. Tins exhibition is attended with sonic 
ceremony, and the cross is not usually t;il;on down from its elevated 
position to gratify cariosity by a nearer view; but we were more fortu- 
nate. The erowu is kept in an octagonal aperture in the centre of the 
cross; it is composed of six equal pieces of beaten gold, joined together 
by close binges ; and the jewels of embossed goo] onirunwita are set in 
a grouud of' blue and gold enamel; which, to me, was interesting, as it 
exhibited an exact resemblance to the work man ship of the enamelled part 
of ii. gold ornament, now in the Ashmolean .Museum, which once belonged 
to King Alfred, and is the most curious piece of antiquity in that, idu- 

Gonstantine the Great, at the beginning of his reign, wore the simple 
laurel and radiant crowns used by bis predecessors in the Empire, but 
was the first Unman Emperor who made use of the diadem of pearls and 
rich stones; and the fashion, not only of the crown, but of the corona- 
tion of Constantino, was afl erwards followed by the rest of the inonarchs 
of Europe. 6 

St. Gregory of Tours assures us that the third of these sacred nails 

' I'lii tiiin's Lives nf Hie Popes. 

5 One of the nails Constantine made into ei horse's hit, which he used in tot 
tie.— Piatina. 

1 St. Ambrose. Caston's Golden Legend. ' Burton's Romo 

i Seidell's Titles of Honour. 

13 K 
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was thrown into i.hc Adriatic by 1.1 ic Empress herself, 1 during a storm 
(perhaps on her homeward passage, as we are t.nld slip conveyed the hoiy 
treasure herself to her son), in eousetj noises of which the sailors entered 
on that, son, as siiucrilied, with fasliugs, prayers and singing hymns, even 
to his, own day. 2 

Two more of the precious nails are noticed by a modern writer, of which 
one was to he found in l.lie Treasury of St.. Mark at Venice, and the o'.her 
in the church of the Benedictine Monastery at Catania: the latter, by its 
miraculous powers, prevented the destruction of that, edifice in the over- 
whelming eruption of jEt.ua in the year ] (569, when the lava ilowed all 
round the monastery, and left it standing amidst, liojuid lire unhurt ! 

Amongst tlie bridal offerings presented by Hugh the Great, son of the 
King of Eranco, to Al.heislau, the English monarch, on the occasion of 
his soliciting the hand of the .Princess' Edilda, daughter of Edward the 
Elder, for his wife, was the sword of Constantino the Great, whoso name, 
as that of its former possessor, was in-cribed upon it in letters of gold; 
and upon ir.s pommel, rising up above the rich plafcs of gold, was to be 
seen one of the four nails of the crucifixion. That oue of the nails did 
lull into the hands of the Prcneh King, is a fact, recorded by fiuvton; 3 
and we are told that when Hugh presented this famous sword to King 
Atludstan, ii. was accompanied by other sacred relics — a portion of the 
true cross enclosed in crystal, and a fragment of the crown of thorns ; 
which last precious memorials were presented by the English monarch to 
the Abbey of _\ialmcscury. 

Helena, having first built a church upon the ground where the cross 
was found, rcitn-ii'-.il and brought the naiis with which our Saviour's body 
was fastened, as a present to her son. 1 

The cross which Helena conveyed to Rome on her return, was placed 
in a silver case set with gold and precious stones, 5 and was deposited in 
the Sessoriau Church.' 1 or rather in the edifice sometimes so called, be- 
cause it stood upon the site, or to speak more properly, near a great build- 
ing named Jl Sessorio, the Temple of Venus and Cupid. This pagan 
erkiice was destroyed by the pious Constantino on the occasion of his 
founding the Church of Santa Croee, and the remains of the structure 
are yet visible as you enter the \ ineyard near tin; church. Santa t.'roce is 
one of the seven principal churches of Home, and situated within the 
walls of the city, upon the lop of Mount. Esfpiilinc' At the time it was 
built, by Constantino, that part, of Home was much more inhabited than 
in the present day, as is evident from the adjacent ruins. ,; It, now stands. 
ijuit.ii alone, with no buildings near i!, amidst givves, gardens and vine- 
yards; and the number of mouldering ornaments and tottering arches 
that, surround it, give it a solemn and affecting appearance. It is remark- 
able for the ii.iir.iip.iity of its shape." 8 

This ehureh, built by Constantino at the express request of Helena, 

' Or her eon,— Platina, from Ambrose. 

■ Butler, Platinii. ' Antiquities of Rome. 

Plathm's Lives of the Popes. ' Ibid. l Ibid. 

Burton, Roman Itinerary. « Burton, 
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derived ils numo of "Santa Oroco" from the circumstance of the Em- 
press herself depositinc-in it. senilis pieces of (lie holy cross and a part of the 
earth taken froiu Mount Calvary: some of the latter was placed under 
the church, aud the rest, over flic roof. 1 Here also were deposited twe 
of l.ho thorns, one of the thirty pieces of silver, ;i pari, of the cross of the 
GoimI Tliiif. one of the nails used at, she crucifixion, and the snporscrip 
lion on the cross in Hebrew, (ireek and Latin ; tiie latter, which was in. 
rod letters a.od mueh damaged, Was us follows:—- 

"IIIESVS NAZARENYS REX IVDAEOR." 

This last, relic w;es discovered in a. Ti. 1402, during the Pontificate of In- 
nocent VI1.I, in a iittlo leaden chest, where it had been concealed above 
one thousand years. 

Without more minutely describing the interior of this beautiful church, 
suffice it i;.i say, that by a door or ;;;it.e yon descend to the Chapel of St. 
.I.Selena, into which no female is permitted to enter excep! on the "Ut.li of 
March, which is the anniversary festival of the consecration of the church, 
and then no men are admitted. The ceremony of the consecration of 
SatitaUrooe was performed by Pope Sylvester.' 

Constantino erected many other churches : rt one of those was dedicated 
to the two martyrs, "St. Ma reel 1 inns l.ho Presbyter and St. Peter the 
Exorcist, and stood iu the Via l.abieana." 4 He built a church to St. 
Paul, and also another to St. Peter, which last .stood not far from the 
heathen temple of Apollo, and was erected at the instigation of St. Syl- 
vester. This famous person had been banished by the tyrants, but when 
(V.iiitiiiuiiie favoured Chris-fianity, lie left Mount Soracte, whither he bad 
re'ircd. and came to Home, where In; obtained great, influence with Oon- 

; Kcy.der, Eustace, burton. 

a It was in the year feu!, when lichens was staying at Hume, that ha executed 

a ' -:.i--'.ini tin I i;i i a received iVoin rlie Archduke Albert lo pain! I.hroe pictures 

for die Church of SJ.i.ui.i Orooe di (licviisiiiciiirne. connected with which lie had 
formerly horr.e the cardinal's hut. (hie (if these niciures represented the Mini- 
i-iit/ vf tilt Oil/!-:, ami the others, the Crucifixion, and the Ocwiiing with Timrns. 
These i.iiotures, which were very remark:. Me as specimen* el' the kL vie id' puiiit- 
hii' of this (jront master in the art at that period of his career, were brought te 
lai.di.ii., in .Mil, :i!i:l si.ilil die iV.hi ■■vine; year hv auction. [Reel's d'enusln I.Ih.k of 
tiie Life id iiiuieus.] The Crucifixion afterwards, on its way Ijy sea to Count 
Woromov, at. ;>f. I'otersb.ivab, v.'il.- nohap|,ily lost. Itubous painted twelve pic- 
tures, represent oil; (".cms from the hisniry of c'onstiieline, formerly in the tic- 
leans flelf'ry, Suit now se^ircic-I ihroucii die'eroni private collections in I'li.ehim', 
several (,f ■.vhieh dlsiiky it! eat beautii's. ''Those sketch es — for they an 1 cal li:i:> :.■■■ I 
pictures— were brooiiht ifj l'iii!i;l I with (he Flemish portion of the Orleans (cil- 
lery, in 17'JJ. The history of this grand acquisition, tlie daubers cccii entered 
Iiy the perch user, a Mr. Shide, ami tin: ai (iliees to which lie had reeocirsc in their 
removal: the indignation and ihreuls (if the French painters, orov.cim: round 
the packages, ami in despair to sec this rich colleen on carried out of their coun- 
try, would form a sh'ikinj; chapter in the biography of |iietiocs. 'Idle '.we've 
scotches of t:»! history of Coiisia.utine were valued, fts a series, at .£l(i0!t ; hot 
no one Inivinp' come forward to purchase them, they were unfortunately, we incsi 
:iliow, dispersed among vnrious purchasers, ami l:(on;rht double tlie sura." — Mn 
Jamison's Notes on the Life of Rubens. 

' Milner. ■ Platina. 
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Etantine. He was made Bishop, A. D. 314, as successor to St. Me!- 
ehiadcs. 

"The Constantinian Church," called the Latoran, was alto built and 
richly endowed by Constantine. 

These churches, li!<o those in the Bast, were dis!inguishcd for their 
liiily relies. One, that of St, (liacoi.no .Scossa Cava'li, is said to have de- 
rived its name from the following circumstance. A cart-load of relics, 
among which was llie stone designed for (.he sacrifice of Isaac, anol her cei 
which Christ stood when among the doctors in the Temple, sonic holy 
earth which hail been brought from Jerusalem, and even, il in said, some 
drops of the blood of our Saviour, wore despatched from the church of 
Santa Croee di (licrr.sakmme to that of St. Peter : when stepping at this 
spot, neither whipping nor any other means could induce the horses to go 
a step further. Accordingly the occurrence was considered a divine inti- 
mation, and the v/boie of the relies were deposited on iho spot. 1 

In the Church of St. Peter in Vinculo, at Rome, are said to be the 
identical chains ivhleh bound St. Peter, both at Home and at Jerusalem : 
at the latter city, Si. Helena found a relic of the chain by which she 
judged St. Peter had been fastened, and therefore determined to offer it 
to the Pope, who possessed another fragment. It was received by him 
with much pomp and solemnity, and it is said that- the identity was proved 
by the two chains uniting of their own accord when btought in sight of 
eauh other ! 

Pope Julius II. (a. n. 1503-1 513) pulled down half of the Old Church 

of St. Peter's at Pome, and laid the I'ooridallon-stone of the new edifice 
himself. It was built en the plan of Michael Angelo. 3 Of the dome of 
this celebrated building, built under Pope Sistos V., the following par- 
ticulars are interesting, inasmuch ;.s they commemorate our heroine, the 
Empress. It is said of the great artist, .Michael Angelo, that having 
beard some one praise the llot.imda- as an unparalleled work, he observed 
" that he would not, only build a dome equally large, but build it In the 
air." lie made good his assertion : the honcnr of the under tailing and 
design of the dome at St.. Peter's is due to him. Tins amazing struc- 
ture rests on four pillars, of ninety paimi in diameter, orach of which is 
adorned with a white marble statue, twenly-lwo palmi high, without the 
pedestal. The firsi. is St. Veronica, by bYancosoa. Mochi ; the second is 
St. Helena, by Andrea Bolgi ; the third, St. Andrew, by I)u Qucsne ; 
and the fourth, St. Longinus, 1 ' by Bernini, who also designed these orna- 

1 Keyalar'a Travels. * Rescue's Leo tbe Tenth. 

1 The sacred, lance, which pierced oer Saviour's side, was formerly preserved 

wifli t.iio slurae of l.ori'iiniis. l.n.il i:. i- mu l.ep.L in die scencri-.! rr.]>n;-iiorv for rieii-a 
over t:ic figure- uf Si. Verenicii. It is snid thai. Sr. Heion.i. discovered the iron of 
the lance. It was sul*eii neatly liiviilod in la r.v, o |.uirls: the point was sqit. in 
lie inijiftviiil jia.lace at ticiistantiaeplo, i tie oilier divis.on in the Omrcli of St, Jul in 
(if llii! Hock. It seems to Lie. uncertain whether lae division was made by Constan- 
tino I [., who wif.Sioil tfi give l.iie. point tn Cli;;rk'n-ai;ne ; or whether lialflv.in, while 
lie was Kin,!; uf Constantinople, pawned it to the Venetians, from whom il was 
recovered hy St. Louis, Kinder t'rance. However, in l-.tlr', Ikjazet II., Sultan 
uf tJon;tani.ino|)le, s^ni. the jiai-i ivliich iiii.1 not contain the point, as a. present in 
laii-.icent VI II.: a, oribe to iiiiluoc him not to protect his brutner Zeiim, who ilis- 
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menta.' Over each of these four statues is a fine tribune, or gallery, 
from whence, several times in the year, the relics, which arc kept in a 
particular chapel, m exposed to public view. 

In the vattlis under (in; pedestals of each of the fom- statues au altar 
is erected, on which the history of the saint whoso statue stands over it 
is represented in mosaic-work, by habio Christofore, from t.lio designs of 
the famous Andrea Saechi. Uudcr these four altars are steps leading 
down to the other subterraneous vaults, which arc full of excellent mosaic, 
(liar- lining tbe only work which could be proof against the dampness of 
(he place This 'mosaic- work was formerly the pavement of the whole 
Church of St,. Peter. 2 . 

It has heen objected that two out of (ho four principal niches in this 
ohivLvh, those which arc formed in i.lie vast piles that support the dome, 
and which of course face the altar, should be appropriated by saints 
whose very names exist, only in a legendary tale, viz., Saints Veronica 
and Longiuus:, while a third is devoted to St. Helena, whose statue, 
though she was a princess of great virtue and eminent piety, might stand 
wiib'inore propriety in the porch near the statue of her son; for in the 
early ages of Chrisi.ianily the honour of being deposited within the church 
was" reserved to martyrs, anil Con sr.au tine had merely requested to be 
allowed to lie in the porch of the Basilica of the Apostles, which he had 
himself erected in Constantinople. On this account it is thought that 
the statues of apostles, the principal martyrs, doctors, and bishops, should 
alone have been admitted into St. Peter's Church. Eustace remarks that 

puled the throne. The Pope sent a s, ileum etntiiiisv In receive it, ioni tor a 'on;; 
tone it, v.ns nrc.servod in the Vatican. In l">f'!> it was placed in a magnificent 

(■1 ( ;[, where was ike statue of I.nnpnus; but when litis chapel was destroyed 

l.v jnrus l[ it was icmove'.l to the case of St. Veronica, where it has remained 
ever <duce lionedici. XIV.. in one of his works, assures us, that while he was 
canon r,f this Ibi.stlica. he ha;l the exact measure of the point sent him f.mi the 
rim.iel M.'.val at Paris: and that, niter comparing tin; t.v.a, ton-ether, they cor- 
yesr.'ondedV, cxactlv (hat no icnuucr of doubt could remain as to tlie hiomUy of 
the' two relics. These relics were exhibited on t.looil truiny and other (lays. JSo 
one is allowed to visit the nlace where l.lnsj are kept, inde-s he lins the rink of a 
ea.non. And those sovereigns or illustrious por-oiis who lian: sought, this pr:vi- 
leue have first the honorary lUftnily of canon conferred upon (hem. — Burton's 
Antiquities of lfome. 

' Bernini, by tbe niches he made in the piiiars for tno : : -"hiki:i,™1 lour 
statues, and e~\ cciully bv tbe siairs along the IP m illations ot (he i.iUars, for ;to- 
iue down into die vaults" or &r;:-n. fJrolt-:., wa.s ocnsufeii for having weakened the 
toiiniiations to a t;re:it decree, and sooti after a cleft, discovered il.soif in (be ci>- 
i.ohe occasioned bv n vio'eot clap of thunder, i'.crniui wa.s near losing bis head 
for this liuluekv nJciilent, but saved it by his success in rcn.ovme; and erect, et: 
Olo obeiisi; ; u ("in; i'iiizau Na.voua. Miebnel Aneelo. the designer of this rlome, was 
n: | ivhoo-'.v.: of such au accident; ami earnestly desired thai these four pi, lavs, 
with their ('oiindiitii.ois. shouild not be in the least aitescu or meddled with. In 
the. year 1700 ibis cleft in (he cupola was widened by au oar tin, '.lake. [Keyster'a 
Travels.] The four supports of llic dome of S-t. Peter's ( hurcb ate about. U40 
feet in cireuo'.fercnce, and 1 78 in liei^Jit. Each of the four has two niches in 
i'roiu. one above llie otiier. In the lower ones are statues of saints, ami some 
of the loosi precious relics arc preserved in them. St. Veronica has her veil ot 
sudiiviuut, St. Helena has part of the true cross.— Burton. 

13 * 



doy Google 



150 ST. HELENA. 

'■' the pictures, or rather t Tie mosaics which have been substituted in the 
place of the original pictures, may be objected to on the same ground as 
tin; statues, as many of them represent persons and events totally uncon- 
nected with flu.' snored records, and sometimes not to be met with even in 
the annals of authentic history." The candid and judicious Erasmus 
would have the subjects of all (he pictures exhibited in churches taken 
exclusive;;- from flic Holy Scriptures, while the histories of saints, when 
authentic, he thinks might furnish decorations for porticos, halls, and 
cloisters; had this advice been followed, many useless, some absurd', and 
a. few profane representations might have been, banished from the sacred 
plaee. 

Shortly after licr return from Palestine, Helena was taken ill. " The 
Empress, perceiving her las!, hour approach, gave her sou excellent in- 
structions concerning the govern m cut of his empire, and the manner in 
which he should regulate his own affairs and those of his family, both 
temporal and eternal. She commended to his care the legacies" which 
she bud made to virgins, and to the Church, as well as certain' institutions 
for poor persons and widows, and the rewards which she was desinms of 
making her servants and the army, in proportion to their merits and the 
time they had been in her service. As for the territories she possessed 
in the Eastern a.ud Western Empire, she bestowed them all on the young 
Osar, the child of Constantino, who himself remained seated near her, 
kisfdng her hands, end bathing them with his tears. She was more 
afflicted with the sorrowful necessity of quitting him, than with tho 
approach of death ; ami, collecting all her remaining "strength, slie L'ave him 
final advice, worthy of a mother and of a Christian princess. When she 
had communicated all her wishes for his august family and for the em- 
pire, she spoke no mere, except- to supplicate uicroy from Cod : at lengih, 
in the midst of the consolations of her faith, full of hope and merit, 'she 
departed, to receive in heaven a crown more glorious than that of which 
death bid deprived her." 1 

The spot where Helena expired was, according to some writers, Nico- 
media, by other accounts Coust.nn:ioople, and some fix it at Rome. There 
is no division as to the day of her death, which is admitted to have been 
August lisili; but. there is a. difference of opinion as to the date, some 
thinking she died in the same year the cross was discovered, others making 
it one year or two years later. Thus, A. D. 326 is given by some as the 
date, a. D. 327 by others, and A. d. 328 by the rest. 

If in 320 this event is fixed, it was the eightieth year of the Empress' 
age, and the twentieth of her son Constantine's reign. 

" Constantino, anxious to pay to the last mortal remains of his mother, 
that, respect which he had never reiu>cd her during her life, 3 caused the 
mournful ceremony of her funeral to be performed wdf.h extraordinary 
pomp and magnificence. By his orders, a porphyry vase, said to be the 

' Cutler. 

J Consfantmc paid to Ms dvinr/ mother, "as lie hurl .ilwavs dene, every duty 
of fi'.i.'il piety. His ti'iHicvness arid respect fee ,-e vwrihy a mother, is otic "of thy 
finest traits of this prince's life. " — Crenkr. 
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largest and richest in the world, > 
but the whole body of this princ. 

entire piece of porphyry, and the carvings upon it. represented n. una ami 
horsemen, with varjoiVother iigm-os in bas-relief, without any liori.ilif.nisl! 
emblems, these ornaments being in a middle taste of architecture, 
resembling those on the triumphal arch of her son Constantino. Accord- 
ing k> Crcvier, the body of St.. Helena, having been unclosed in this 
spTcndid l.ii-ri, was conveyed by Oonslautine's directions to Rome, to be 
deposited in the tomb of the Emperors, within the wails of the eity, and 
imo'niiioent fot.es were held in Koine for the space of three moiit.lis upon 
this" mournful occasion. Constantino, afterwards thinking that n. monu- 
ment to tier own moinory alone would be more worthy of this excellent 
parent, erected a. round building outside the eity, to receive her honoured 
remains. This splendid mausoleum was situated near the road to Pales- 
trina on t.iio Via Lavicana.. itlnnit three miles from Rome. 

According to Niccphorus and others, Helena's body was removed, two 
years after, from this mausoleum to Constantinople, ami liuriod there ; and 
Co i is famine, afterwards dying in Nieouiedia, was interred with her. In 
the pretty Church of the "Pant.lionorai.or, at Constantinople, may be seen 
the lombs of Oonstantine and St. Helena, each raised about eight, feet 
high on a column, the summit terminating in a point cut into four sides, 
iti'the fashion of a diamond. " While Constantinople was in the power 
of the Venetians, they took the body of St. Helena from its tomb, and 
carried it to Venice, where it is now preserved entire. They attempted 
the same thing with the body of Constantino, but did cot succeed : (lie 
two tombs uraV red jasper, and to this day two broken parts ate to be 
seen era that, of Oonstantine, whore they made the attempt." ' 

As, however, Nieephorus did not live till the fourteenth century, inter 
historians have preferred believing the Torre Piguattara, at Rome, to be the 
ton. 1. of this famous Empress ; * and Dower, in his History of (lie Popes, 
tolls us tliai this costly sepulchre, made by Const.iLiit.ine, had been plun- 
dered by thieves in the time of Innocent, 1.1. (A. I). 114*5). and the bony 
carried oil by litem from its tomb. An earlier account places the removal 
of Helena's" body from Home in 849 : yet are the remains of the Em- 
press even to this day worshipped in the Church of the Franciscans at 
llnini:, tailed Ara Cce'li, where they are said to repose in a rich shrine of 
porphvrv, under the hijih. altar, as related by several authors," though no 
record exists of the truth of this assertion. Pope Anastasius IV. found 
the porphyry saroonhagus, 1 said to have contained Helena's remains, and 
'■ which, wing dug up under Torre Pignai.l.ara, was damaged in several 
places. The i'opc removed it to the Lateran Church, intending it for his 
own tomb, for be was a. regular canon of that church. At bia death, 
Anastasius was buried in the Laterau, in this tomb of porphyry : another 
account, says, the Pope wa.s disappointed of his intention, and that, it has 
remained empty ever since. The ruins of the vast mausoleum of St. 

' Travels of La Broquicre, trunslnieil by Jounues, 

1 Burton's Rome : Kevaler. 

' Keyslcr, Butler. ' Bower's Hist, of the Popes. 
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Helena were cleared by Pope Urban VIII. (1644), the structure having 

7'°" " ,, "' h < 3i "" : '^<i I'.V '■!>« barbarians. This Pope, desirous to preserve 
the id en; or v ot Helena. caused a chapel to be creeled there, which lit' 
<■■ i-vn.,,i [o the protection of St, John de Lateran, From the f'hureh 
of San l,,ovanm Lnterann, the splendid urn is said to have boon removed 
to its present resting-place, the Vatican .Museum. Ly Pope Pius VI ■ it. 
rests there in the Sala a Oroee (mica, with die Sarcophagus of" St (''ori- 
stantia, the daughter of Ler rival Theodora the second wife of' ("mi- 

In the year 1095, Notkar, Abbot of Hautvilliers, in the diocese of 

Plieims, wrriic a history of (lie fi-Liiisiation of the relies of St [je ; t-iri 
from Rmue to tiiut abbey, which was performed in 84ft. previous to'i.lio 
spoliation of her sepulchre by thieves. That author kIvcs :VA imriieniie 
account of several miracles, wrought through the inlereessinu ,,[' ibe -'lii" 1 
of some of which bo testifies himself to have been an eye-witness, and'tie 
rest lie learnt from the persons on whom they bad been performed.'' 1 Part 
ot thin work, which Mr. Butler assures ns is well written, was punished 
by the Messieurs do Sio. Martbe and by Mnbillon, and almost the whole 
is inserted by the Bollim, lists in their great work. The entire MS. copy 
is preserved at. Hautvilliers, with an appendix, written by the same an- 
ilee'. containing all account of two other miracles performed by the reiies 
of this saint. 

" Id 1095, 3 Stephen of Blois and Adela, daughter of King William 
the C;.in(.uen:r, with several member, of the noble House oAilois at- 
tended [.be religious festival of the removal of St. Helena's honoured 
remains to a place which had been prepared for them in the uoiViihour- 
lioi;d ot Uautviiliers. The ceremony took place, October ^8i'i iVl'JO on 
tin; festival of St. Simon and St. .Judo. Xotkar, Abbot of Tlai.il viliiers, 
wlw presided on this occasion, and was the original suggester of that 
postimmous honour to the sainted Empress, thus describes' the pageant: 
''At last, the long-de-ired day arrived, and fell on a Sunday ; all the great 
lights of the monastic order attended, with many archbishops and bishops ; 
and of the secular powers were present Karl Stephen and Adela, his wife, 
(lonMancc, daughter of Philip, King of France, wife of Hugh, E:,rl of 
I reves, Stephen's brother, with many others, respectable in their way, 
whom i shall not litre enumerate. Xol only France, but even .Lorraine, 
delighted to send her pious sons to the obsequies of such a queen ; for 
bow shou.ri not. all Ohristiauity applaud her to whom all are so greatly 
indebted! There is a certain place, in prospect, of all HauLviliiors^e^led 
by the inhabitants Meuteseola, where, on the high brow of a hill, a pro- 
montory stretches out into a convenient flat, fir. fur the reception of such 
venerated limbs. Here a tent was erected, huge enough to accommodate 
the Earl and Countess, with their family, and all those of the sacred 

_ ' The present stale efTc-ire rignal !ara, .is inscribed by a traveller of our own 
times, is a small church, and a sdll smaller dwelling tor' the priest vho Isna the 
■■■■ I'vi I'.e ci.'.hcIi, both bein- ene.le.sed in a vuimrt eircuhiv brink wall of very bail 
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order. A con sulfation was then held as to what hour of the day the 

ceremony should take place, and we agreed that it should be after tiie 
mystery of the Holy .Ke-vuiru^iun had been celebrated by Hugh, lb-Imp 
of ^oissoos; this being over, brethren of proper gravity nut selected, 
who carried the relies of so glorious dust to the appointed place of inter- 
ment, where the gold en urn was opened, and enclosed with the bones 
was found this writing : 'Corpus Sanetae Helena; Regime, matris Con- 
stantini, sine capil.e. The body of St. Helena the Queen, the mother of 
I.' on si an tine, saving the head.' The sacred pledges were tin; si deposited 
in another vase aud re-interred, &o." The noblest person there present, 
Earl Stephen, wiio as highest in rank, was appointed to present the 
offering ai Use tomb ; and he still furrher gratiiied the monks of Hunt- 
vilhers. by granting them some valuable privileges and immunities. 
Many miracles were said to be afterwards wrought ar. this tomb, which 
became no small source of grain to the ilonas-eiy of Uautviliiers. 1 

After the death of Helena," Constantino showed a particular kindness 
to Oonstantia, the daughter of Theodora. This princess, after the deaths 
of her husband and son, aeeeptcd an invitation to her brother's court, 
where she hud firs: shared in the influence of Helena over the Emperor, 
and subsequently, during the absence of the Em press- Mother in the 
Hast, had idled "her place near his person. After death had deprived 
Censtanr.ine of his much-el. orished parent, Oonstantia acquired an entire 
a-eendoney over her brother. Constantino also raised the brothers of 
Coustantia, and their children, in dignity at this period; and the event 
proved jujiv much more advantageous had been the previous severity of 
Helena, even to the princes themselves, than the indulgence of the Em- 
peror; for by raising them, he gave umbrage to his own sons, who were 
no sooner in possession of the kingdom by his death, than they ruthlessly 
massacred their uncles and cousins." 

The Arians of this period owed their protection to Constantia's influ- 
ence with the Emperor, which she exerted as much as possible to amelio- 
rate their suflerimis. Alius, the founder of the sect had been excommu- 
nicated, and forbidden to enter Alexandria. The Princess afterwards 
wa.s instrumental in procuring his recall, through the instrumental',;)' of 
Olio of his followers, a priest, supposed to have been Aeacius, will) suc- 
ceeded Eusebius of Otisarea. This personage insinuated himself into the 
Princess' confidence, and at, length succeeded in making tier believe 
that the disgrace of Arius had been brought about by Ins bishop's malice, 
through envy at, the esteem in which he was held by the people, ami 
that he was not tainted with the belief for which lie had been condemned 
by the Council of Nice. Coustaulia adopted his views very forcibly, but 
dared not address Constantino on the subject. At last being seized wir.h 
a severe illness, in which she feared her death approaching, she desired 

■ Lhes of the Princesses of England, by Mary Anne Everett Green. 

' - After Helena's rien.t.h, C en stand in; evoel.fr I to licr honoured memory, in the 
lmdrlie el' si i-oiMl : : ,;n;ire in IJ'iiiHtniitiiiop'e, her own stuuiu ac.1 ins. wii.ii ■■> iai^i' 
e;o-s jjj the'miikUc. He liioivisii erected her statue at iiapiuic, near A ui-iodl, 
uiid several ether places in Italy, "—BtUler. 

' CreviiT. 
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the Cmperor, as tier last roopiost, to admit (lie priest- to bis favour, whom 
she had honoured with her own friendship, and listen to his conversation 
in matters of religion; adding, that she feared Ms government would 
receive a fatal shod; from the persecution and banishment of innocent 
people. Constatitine, who was tendeny attached to his sister, promised 
to attend to her request, and admitted (he priest from that, time into his 
confidence; who so eileolualiy worked upon tin. p.mperor's mind, that be 
secured the reoi.ll of Arius from exile: who, after malting a written 
declaration of his faith, conformable In i!ie doetrinos laid down in the 
Council of Nice, and swearing it to he his true belief, was- again received 
by Oonstantine into the Christian Churoh. 1 

The Churoh of St. Censtantia at Borne is situated near that ef St. 
.Agnes (without the Porta Pia, or Nomentana) : it was formerly the 
Mausoleum of (he Princess Constant] a, and at a period still earlier than 
that, a temple of Bacchus. "The tomb of this "British princess, or rather 
the temple in which she was interred, is of circular form, supported by a 
row of coupled columns, and crowned with a dome. Pehind the pillars 
runs a fraliei-y, the vaulted roof of which is enenisled with ancient mosaics, 
representing little genii playing with clusters of grapes, amidst the wind- 
ing tendrils of the vine. The tomb of the saini, a vast porphyry vase, 
or rial ii en ted with various figures, once stnod in a large niche, diveot.ly 
opposite the door ; but as the body hud been deposited many vears ago 
under the altar, the sarcophagus was transported to the Museum of the 
Vatican. The Sn/a a (h-wr: Unrn, in the Vatican, containing the above 
relic of auti.jisity, is supported by columns, and paved with ancient mo- 
saic : it is fnrniihod with statues, and lined with bassi-relievi. 

"Both the removal of the sarcophagus and the placing the body of the 
Princess as a. saint under the altar of Ihu mausoleum, then converted into 
a church, were performed by orders of Pope Alexander the Fourth. 

" The sarcophagus of Ht. Constaniia, formed with its lid of one bloek 
of red porphyry, is beautifully ornamented in basso-relievo, with little 
infant Cupids employed in the vintage, and bordered with tendrils and 
arabaeques, — an appropriate device for the locality to which the last 
remains of Coustantia were consigned by her brother, — ihc Temple of 
Bacchus, and where for ages they remained undisturbed." 2 

St, Helena, :! was canonized for the great, act of bringine the true cross 
from Jerusalem to Italy. 

" Herself in person went In seek that .saered cross, 

Whereon our Saviour ilied: whirl] fnarnt. as il was sought. 
From Saiem uuto Heme triumphantly she brought." 

Draylon's Poht Olhion. 

The feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cress was celebrated by the 

1 History of the Arians. a Eustace's Tour. 

! The Greeks venerate Constantino, and Helena together on tl.e 21st fif May. 
In the eiu style iioly Km.il Day wns eeiebv:ite..j oa the iifitli "f September. The 
ilay of t.lie death of the KrapresH lias received the name nf St. Helen's Day. The 
(lliuri'li of Home tins riiokni! tliis ;ii.vjH ]eiiness limine: her sidnlv, ii::d eeloarates 
her festival by an express service. 
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Roman Church ' on the 14th of September, and also at Jerusalem by the 

Greeks ami Latins as early as tlio year 835. Tito first occasion of this 
fcsiirai was the miraculous appearance of the cross to Constantino, ami 
l!,e subsequent discovery of that sacred wood by the Kmpress-M other, 
St. Helena.' The 11th of September is called Holy rood .Day. Tn former 
times every ohureli had its rood-loft, which was a gallery across the nave, 
at. the entrance of tho chn.nccl of the church, on which the holy rood or 
cross, when perfectly made, had the imaiie of our Saviour extended with 
that of the Virgin Mary and St. John on each side. This representation 
alluded to a passage in St. John (chapter six. v. 26), Christ on tho 
Cro^s ««t his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing by. lhis 
was called the rood, and it was placed oyer tho screen which divided the 
nave from the chancel of our churches, and conveyed in our ancestors 
a full type of the Christian Church. The Church militant was repre- 
sented "nv the nave, the Church triumphant by the chancel, mtimaliTig 
that, ail who would go from the one to the other, must pass under the 
rood, or in oilier words, carry the cross and suffer ailliotiou. Tnsdaucos 
of the rood may be seen in Norwich and Winchester Cathedrals. 

That in Nonvioh Cathedral was erected by Bishop Hart, It is at pre- 
sent the organ loft, on which was erected the principal rood or cross : 
beneath it was situated Holjrood Chapel, in which Jesus' mass was sung 
once every week. . . 

To the Chapel of the Sepulchre, in Winchester Cathedral, which is a 
dark chapel below the organ stairs, there used formerly to be great, resort 
in Holy Week, to witness the Mass of the Pas-ion of our Saviour, as 
yet. celebrated in the "Roman churches on the Continent. On the walls 
of this chapel arc discovered rude paintings of tho raking down trom the 
cross, the lying in the sepulchre, the descent into limbus, and tho 
apnearaiiee of our Lord to Mary Magdalen, from whose lips the word 
"I'iabb'iui''' is seen to proceed, with kindred subjects. 

Since the 8th century the festival of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
has been removed bv the Latin church to the 8d of May, which is called 
Holy Cross Day, or the Day of the Inve ntion of the Cross ; it being 

' la the year VA2 Heruditus vestured to Mount Calvary the lni« cross, which 
Ind hecu eirrici »rT, fourteen ■■■■-<^ lie,-.,™, oy Cosroos, Kin?; of t'ersiii. ill--;" I'.s 
r,k;, !; . .torus:! hnu from ;he the peror L'noci.- ; in memory of this event nie los'.i- 
vid of the Epilation of the Cross was afterwards held on the 14th of Septem- 
ber. — Eneg. Brit, 

- The eeeiosiiisiicul emblem? with which St. lie', en n, is represented are these : 
=],e is crowned, wkhalari-oerossiu her arais, of a tall sta-oieo, an J si;c ;s :■!=■> 
,.....,. -e-'le depleted with a beard, and tied !o the tw,«. S. llo-;--,. no (.nice Yeli- 
to,-", a "7 ,\r U tin* loot of tin: Vcdtere <>.=s. beneath Hie h^uro ,,: our 
Lord.' is :l eirouhir comportment, with a half-tiaoire of a v. men, Smvin- a ira:b^ 
voimd the howl, the hair curie J, ami ad.HTicl with a bo.nd, as ,: of pear, s.^ :r.:.[ m 
; , rioh ioweUe,] .Iross. This ii'.av he coni.x: tm e^l to t>e tin! I'mmress Ilctena, to 

„■! , ',v;i« wanted ihe favour of lindiua' the true cross, ami who is ro-.roserlo.l 

I-, sever:-', imcicnt crosses. On tiie reverse shle, in the centre ooemnvuooct, :s 
an Wnins 1 :-,-i, enmuelVd upon a Hold of pod, willne.i. nimhns or ho.iioor, wince, 
are nsuaUv found in lais oiobleui of the Uir.l, which is so IVe.pient in earlj 
Christian i.rt. In she oldest e\:m:ples. us In this, Hie colour ot the truss is red.— 
I i ■ I 1 -rksixstmil Architecture. 
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supposed that tin? event took place about the month of Hay, or early 
in the spring of the year 326.' 

One of the earliest Christian miter? has composed two hymns for the 
occasions of Holy Cross Day and Holy Rood Day, and they may be 
found in the Roman breviary. One of these alludes to the passion 
flower, which has obtained the name of tho [Tolyrood flower, not only 
because il. ilnwrvs at this period of' the year, but. because the loaves, ten- 
drils, and different parts of the (lower, ha.ve been supposed, by the reli- 
gious, to represent the instruments of our blessed Saviour's passion; 
whence the name l'assi l'lora, and the great veneration in whieli it is held 
in some foreign countries : the five stamens have been compared to the 
five wounds of Christ, the three stylos to the nails by which he was fixed 
to the cross, the column which elevates the germs to (he cross itself or to 
the pillar to which lie was bound, and tbo rays of the nectary to the 
crown of thorns. a The common passion (lower, which lasts a long while 
in blossom, generally goes cut of (lower after Holyrood. 

In the primitive ages of Christianity, before: churches for divine worship 
were common, service was often performed under a cross raised ia some 
convenient place. Such was St. Paul's Cross in Loudon, where the prac- 
tice cooliuucd until the Reformation, t-iieh was also the antique cross in 
the Market-place of Halifax, Yorkshire. The cress being a sagn used in 
civil contracts, if, became usual to touch or swear by it before reading and 
writing in transactions relative to public- and private business, and crosses 
were creeled in the open places of towns and cities, where even to this 
day fairs, marls, statutes, and markets are he'd. 3 Sermons were preached 
at these spots, and public pag;::ao(s or processions usually commenced from 
them or terminated I here: hence Ei.lwa.rd i, erected crosses at everyplace 
where the corpse of Queen Eleanor rested on its way to interment, desiring 
those spots to be considered holy. Every churchyard in early times had 
its cross, on which the bodies of the dead were placed while the service 
was read ; every turning in the road bad also iis cross, and the boundaries 
of parishes had the same marks.* 

At Leighton Buzzard, in Bedfordshire, is a relit! of considerable 
antiquity, in the form of a Gothic cross of stone, beautiful even in decay; 
it. stands iu the open area- of the Market-place, end is supposed to have 
withstood the operations of time for more than ft 00 years, but by whom 
or on what occasion it was erected, even tradition does not attempt to 
reveal; its form is pentagonal, in height thirty-ei^ht foot: the upper 
story is divided into live niches, each containing a statue; the first is in 
an episcopal habit, the second represents the Virgin and Jesus, the third 
appears to be designed for St.. John (he Evangelist, the others are too 
mutilated to be defined. 

In the centre of the square at, Halifax, a little higher in the street than the 
cross, stood a Maypole used by the Romans iu their celebrated fbslival called 
1'loralia, which usually commenced on the 4th of the Calends of May. 
Too feasts, held in. that time were called Maxima, and were kept by cosily 
banquets and oblations. Constantine the Great forbade these entertain- 
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mourn, but they were rum.; wed by ITonoviusand Areadir.s in (lit first year of 
their ;. mpire, arid in Britain, under other forms, have descended to our own 

Nothing can exceed the nfi'eefion the Britons (eslified for the memory 
of their excellent Empress, St. Helena. To this patroness of churches 
innumerable sacred ccirices have been dedicated throughout our island ; 
to enumerate the whole of them would be impossible. Far and wide, 
edifices, crosses, ronds, and oilier monuments, have been raised to per- 
petuate her goodness. 

In Colchester, the native place of Si.. ITcleua, most things have rei'or- 
eiiee foher and to her finding (hucross; the streets in particular exeiiiphfy 
this, the main street representing the shaft or body of the cross, and Head 
Street and North Hill the transverse pari, of the same. 1 In the parish 
of St. Nicholas, in that city, there is a cave hearing this prineoss^namo; 
and the chapel, a plaee of great anlir|<iii.y, is said to have been founded 
by the Empress herself. Just within the entrance of Col eh ester Castle 
arc also exhibited some clumsy images of Helena and Cons tan tine, carved 
in stone, but manifestly of modern da'.o. A eurious testimonial to the 
Empress exists in King Henry the Tilth's Charter to the City of Col- 
chester, the initial letter of which represents St. Helena before the cross 
finely illuminated. 2 

In London, where Helena held her court alternately with Colchester, a 
religions edifice, to the oast of Crosby Square, was founded by William 
Eil/wiiliam, incoinnieinoi'M.rion of the discovery of the cross by St. llidena. 
It is said to have been built a. b. 1210, and was called " the Priory of 
St. Helen's the Less." The Church of St. Helen's the Great stands 
north-east of Throadncedle Street. 

In Yorkshire 3 abundant traces exist of St. Helena; Id York font 
clno'ches hear her much-loved name : attached to one, an ar.eienr. edifice 
in the parish of Leeds, was a medicinal well, yet in existence. There 
was a;so Burgh Waliis, near Doucastcr, St. Helen's Foord, at Werliorby, 
and Si. Eden's Uhapei, at Wilton, which hist was founded by Sir William 
Buhner in the reign of Henry the Eighth; one in Werkdyke, another at 
Kilusea, in the Vloldcrness wapentake, v.irh the churches of Skipwith, 
Sl.illingficct, Thorauby, in the Ousc and Borwent. wapentake. In Corn- 
wall there is a church" dedicated to St. Helen, and the Church of Elstow 
or 11 el ens to wc in Bedford, since turned into a monastery, is also named 
as having this Queen for its patron saint. 

There are churches dedicated to St. Helena at Derby, Warrington, Itast 
lledina in the Isle of Wight, Norwich, Worcester, and Abingdon. St. 
Helen's, Worcester, is one of the most ancient edifices in that city.' 1 Tin; 
ancient hospital of St. Helen, at Abingdon, when refounded in 1533. 
received the denomination of Christcburcli. 5 In Monmouthshire churches 
exist of St. Helen's name: there is also one at Wilton, a town situated 
in a vale on the Humber, dedicated to her. 

St. Helen's Porch is yet in existence in the mean church of St. Helen's, 

" Brittou ami limvlev. 
.tor. ' Magna Brit. 
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Auckland, a village; so called from the name of the Empress. In 1844 
in the month of April, the tongue: of the bell of St. Helen's, Auckland' 
dropped out, which, after having boon divested of the rust which had been 
accumulating from time immemorial, was found to bear this inscription : 
" Kaiift.fi. Helena, or;i pro liobis-," also a bishop's mitre and crest, with tiu: 
initials A. and W. at right angles. Tcry supers. titiuus. idea.-; were formerly 
attached to bells. 1 

At the east end of the side-aisles in Durham Cathedral arc gates leading 
into the east transept, commonly eallcd the Nine Altars. One of these 
altars was dedicated to .St. Aidau and St. Helena. 1 

This interesting part of Durham Cathedral is thus described:— 

'< lu the eastern or highest part within the ehtireb were the nine altars, 
dedicate.".! and creeled in honour of several saints, and of them taking 
their names, as the inscriptions thereof wilt declare; the altars being 
placed north and south, one from another, aton» the front of the ehuivh" 
in an alley the whole breadth thereof. In the middle of which front 
w-as the Aitar of the Holy Fathers, St. Outhbert and St. Sede, having 
all the aforesaid altars equally divided on either hand, on the south fotirj 
and on the north four. 

"On the south were the following:— 

"1. The Altar of St. Oswald and .St. Lawrence. 

"2. The Altar of St. Thomas of Canterbury and St. Catherine. 

"3. The Altar of St. John the Sadist and St. Margaret. 

"4. The Altar of St. Andrew and St. Mary Magdalene, beino- the 
outermost alfa,r towards the south. 

" On the north side of St. Cuthbert and St. Sede's Altar, were these 
four following : — 

" 1. The Altar of St. Martin and St. Edmund. 

"2. The Altar of St. Peter ancl St. Paul. 

"3. The Altar of St. Aidamis and St. Helena. 

"4. The Altar of the Holy Archangel, St. Michael, being the outer- 
most towards the north. 

"Over each of these altars is a window representing the history which 
is attached to it. On tho north side, the third was the picture of Ht. 
Aiduuc and St. Helena, with the like windows and lights as the rest, 
presenting the picture of St, Aidaue in bis episcopal attire, with a cro- 
sier in h:s band, whose soul after his death was represented to he carried 
to heaven in a sheet by two angels. In this were some part of the 
history of (Jhn'st, and (lie picture cf a king and two other saints; as also 
tne picture of St. Helena, in a blue habit, she being a princess'; which 
contained the story of the religious of all orders of her sex. and her re- 
sorting often to their churches, and the picture of Our Lady and the 
Angel 'jaln-iel appearing to her, nod the Tloly Ohost overshadowing her, 
with the lily springing out. of the lilypot ; and underneath the middle 
stonc-woi'k were four angels. Above were four turret windows, with four 
apostles; and the picture of God Almighty above all, in another litile 
window, with Christ in bis arms." 3 

' Fotbrooke'B British Monachisiii. a - iiutchiiuoii's Durham" 

■ Tine extract is taken from the " Histor; and Antiquities of Durham Cathe- 
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It win Id ^almost appear that the subject of (lie Conception bad been 
expressly selected for St, Helen's window, from thu fact that a slur had 
been thrown on her bright fame by the second man" 
and that the lily springing forth from the lilypol. v. 
innocence. 

"A Popish chapel, dedicated to St. Helen, was in use in Queen Eliza- 
beth's tune, in Halifax in Yorkshire, near the remains of which, in t.lic 
present day, is a- reunirkably lino well, bearing also the name of the Kin- 
press. Xuvy near St.. Helen's Well, a spot yet bears the name of Halli- 
well, or Holy Well Green.' It was common among tin.: early Christians 
to dedieate remarkable springs to particular sniuts, to whose merits any 
cures I hey might, perform wore attributed. Upon the saint's day whose 
name the well bore, the people were wont to assemble to make their of- 
ferings or vow to her, a custom which wits afterwards changed to that of 
adorning the well with boughs and (lowers, and entertaining themselves 
with uiar.ii!-, dancing, eating cakes, and drinking ale. The Chapel of St. 
Helen, at Halifax, is now converted into a cothge. but, it can be seen, 
has been a place of greater account : in one of the walls they show you 
a large stone, which is called the Cross/' continues l.ho historian of this 
place, "which is sometimes visited by strangers, who at the same time 
inquire for the well; and from the behaviour of some of them, the in- 
habitants concluded they were Papists, whose yeal br. night ihom hither 
to behold this once famous place, of which their forefathers were despoiled. 
Ciiirku liridge, Halifax, seems to have been first built by flic clergy, to 
etiabie them in pass more conveniently from the church to the 1 loly Well 
on the opposite bank." 

The worship of springs and fountains is of very ancient date, as ap- 
pears from heathen ambers and Christian monuments, and among many 
oilier .British customs, was kept up by the Saxons long after their con- 
version to Christianity. This appears from injunctions and canons made 
tn forbid them. In I.H57, it. appears from some constitutions of Edgar, 
taken from a Saxon pun i:uii rial : " We teach that priests shall aood-li all 
heathenish snperstilions, and forbid the worship of wells, and of trees, 
ami of stones." Here an allusion is also made to the slooo altars erected 
in the fields, of which many remains may be found. The same peni- 
tential contains a prohibition against, "vowing or bringing alms or offer- 
ings to any wells, or stones, or tree, or to any creature, but. only in God's 
mune lo Cod's church," A Saxon homily of Bishop I, upas, mentions 
sanic, who, being seduced by tin; devil, iu their alllictions vow their alius 
either to well or stone; and ill another, bo cautious men against worship- 
ping welb or trees. This foolish custom of worshipping and bringing 

drat," to whieh the reader is referred fur an iieeoimt at length of the other eight 
altars. 

' " I hnve the cop;' of a dee; I without dutc, but which, liy tie wi tmeses, ovist 
have been executed between tl".;: years 127fi mid NiJf. wherein William ;!e Osete 
jii-ints :•]] as- ait in l.irdev le. Henry de Snuro 1'iuite de .Stiiytilimfl, which slums, 
that the name at' the above Iioly Wed is re new eonc'iil, but a re;..' piece id'an- 
tiquav. (lcrliiips much older t.Iimi tlie lime el" tills deed." — Wm.v.u'x fit;', of 
Halifax. 
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offering* to Inos n nil fountains continued after the. Conquest, as .ippi^ars 
by a synod at London in 1102, by the constitutions of Walter. liishop 
of Worcester, in 1240, and tin; inj unctions of Oliver, ISisb"p of Lincoln, 
in 12S0; which two last forbid ihe worshipping of Come and Hell's 
Well, St. Edward's Well, near St. Clement's at Oxford, and St. Lau- 
rence's Well, mar Peterborough. 1 The superstitious veneration paid to 
St. Winifred's Well needs scarcely to be mentioned. 8 

After the accession of Constantino to the imperial dignity, Helena is 
said to have revisited her native country. It is on record, that she did so 
after her return from Palestine, which is unlikely at her extreme aye : at 
on earlier dale she most probably returned lo Britain, either to visit her 
grandson Consigns, or to inspect- the government which t'onslantine bad 
ciitro-l.ed io his delegates. Kennet, in libs '■ Parochial Antiquities," de- 
clares, that ''after Helena discovered the cross, and on her return home- 
wards, she built a castle of her own name in Silesia, and another in 
Spain, near Callaeintn, which we now call Cales; and first arriving in 
Ireland, which was but a short cut from Spain, and thence steering fur 
North Wales, landed at Aber Segont, near that fair walled town which 
we now call Caernarvon, where Con. -tars, bur grandchild, had built a 
city." "Within the old town there still stands a little chapel, and a deli- 
cate spring of running water close by, both bearing St. Helen's name, in 
memory of her landing there ; and from the gates of this city is both a 
crosswav and also a cross of stone, standing in'l'ivio. Between the two 
ways, ariseth a great causey of hard durable stone, for such is the nature 
iif those stones that they will not wear away, the way on each side being 
worn out knee-deep, which the inhabitants call Sarn Eleii Wcddaw, i. e., 
St. Helen the Powerful's Causeway, and runneth southward through the 
rocky ragged straits of the mountains, even to the south parts of the 

The noted Sarn or Llwybr Helen, the Causeway or Path of Helen, 

which is ii road through North Wales, supposed to have been made by 
this Queen, 1 is tints described by Pennant : — "This .road is now entirely 
covered with turf, but by the rising of it, is in most parts very visible ; 
beneath are the stones which form it, and it extends in all its course to 
the breadth of eight yards. There are tumuli near it in various places, 
it. being very usual for the Romans to inter near their highways. Close 
to the part in question (where this road appears for the first time on a 
common) is one, in which were found five urns; the whole materials of 
it are composed of burnt earth and stones, with several fragments of 
bricks, which had been placed round the urns to keep them irom being 
crushed." 

The causeway of Helen also ran under the summit if the vast Eerwyn 
mountains, being there an artificial road called Fordd Helen, or Helen's 
way, 5 and those also in Llanbadyr Odyn in Cardiganshire, and from 

' Mag. Brit. s Moraut's History and Antiquities of Esses. 

! Kcnni'tt's Parochial Antiquities. * Pennant. 

' Pennant, from the annotation on Caniden. 
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Brecknock to Neafh in GhiniOr^ariUiiro, pas^u'l under the name of Ibid 
great Empress. Pen Oaer Helen is a lofty hill, about tsenty-fnur miles 
from Rrp.iitiutii : Pennant a^er^iJcd to the summit, in liopcs of discover- 
ing more of Union's noted road, but without success. Mars ar Helen, 
or the Field of Helen, is also the name given to another part which 
Glraldus con side rod the course of the road. Of the Via Devana, the 
kudo author remarks : " There is no Roman road so pcrfeot as (Lis ; like 
the Via Oeoidentalis, it boars the name of Stan Helen. The foundaiiou 
of almost all the roads through Wales have, In fact, been attributed to 
St. Helena, the mother of Constantine. 1 

' Kennett's Parochial Antiquities. 



ct,y Google 



CASTANDIS.' 

J\n£eii""3 ulrilv. in lactic— Decree of M'nxiinius I'ri^vvi-s of the wcluw and nobis 
liiilieH — TFli; Piuis intcvrimt their rtr-vn[.l.:nis — Apacnl of Car land, is to Hks'iuiua 
— Hia generous sj-mpiitli.y— -l I o semis her csimteil tii Ournek— Attack of Pict- 
ish robbers — She raunii t.u tin; Emperor ■ ■■Kmniry ef (he 1'iuta — Their reraon- 
strances — Scene of the Piets and Cuvtaiuiis before Ma^imus— Her agony and 
entreaties — .Success of Cartimilis tbruugli the gi.iijil feeling of tiie Emperor, 

The history of this Queen forms a touching episode in the lift; of Maxi- 

mus the Komau, wdio ruled in Britain in the fourth century. She was 
the wife of Kugcnius I., Xing of Soots, — a princess of the blood royal 
of Wales, and is cited as an instance of connubial affection. 

Eugoiiius was slain in a fatal battle fought again.-!- LMaximus, who had 
invaded Scotland ; and Ids body which was discovered among heaps of the 
dead, was interred, by order of that leader, with the honour and ceremony 
usually bestowed on the funeral of Unman princes. Afterwards an edict 
was passed, that by an appointed day all the Soots should quit that, pari 
of the kingdom, under penalty of death or imprisonment: they were like- 
wise required to surrender their houses and possessions to such persons as 
were uninitiated by the Romans, In consequence of this decree, many 
took refuge in Ireland, the Western Tsies, Norway, and .Denmark; while 
the few who remained were either taken prisoners by the Pints, then in 
alliance with the Humans, or enlisted from pure despair in the service of 

Cartiiudis, widow of the deceased King, learning that his remains had 
been consigned to the earth under another form of religion than her 
own, 3 was distressed with apprehensions for the repose of his departed 
spirit, and from the moment of his funeral obsequies had remained con- 
stantly on the spot, which contained the relics of all that was dear to 
her, occupying herself in particular prayers and devotion, for the soul 
of the dead. Many noble ladies were with her, who, joining In her 
mourning, united their own devotions willi hers, for their husbands and 
other relatives who had been slain with Eugenius in defending iheir 
country, and were interred at the same place. 

While occupied in this maimer, the Piets, who had first instigated 
Maximus to issue the edict, of banishment, arrived at the spot and inter- 
rupted thorn in their sorrowful duty, by utquaitumg Cartandis with the 
penalty attached to the neglect of the Roman mandate. The supplica- 



n of the name of Cartismantlua. » Holinslied, Si 

,9 probably of the scot of Pelagius, who was a Welshman. 
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tjons of Cartandis and hor attendants la be loft unmolested were vain ; 
the fierce Pints insisted on their complying with the decree, an J enforcing 
their commands with violence, they ill-treated and insulted many of those 
noble and unfortunate women. 

The Queen, accompanied by sonic of her British relatives, two gentle- 
women, and a male attendant, repaired in person to the presence of Max- 
imus, to complaiu of the indignity which had boon offered hor. She 
addressed a pathetic remonst.ra.iice to lliat. general, solioiting his jioi-jnis- 
siou for herself and her maidens to continue in that country during the 
remainder of their lives, even though it were in t.ho most servi'.e state, 
provided [.hiit. at their death they might lie interred in the same grave as 
[heir husbands. Maximum, compassionating the misfortunes anil ablietinn 
jf Oar t:u 1 t.l 1-;, whose eoujug::! ijiociion lie oould not- hui- admire, reigned 
ij hor the eily of Oarriek for an abode, with certain other revenues for 
be maintenance of her royal dignity. 

The generous Maxim us also appointed some persons to attend Cartandis 
IjV her protection while on her progress to a village not far distant from 
l.j.rriek: scarcely, however, had the lloman oseort safely convoyed her 
ti.itbor, and departed, after receiving ber farewell and thanks, having, as 
they thought, left hor in ,-oenriiy, than a ba.nd of J'ielish robbers on 
hu.sebaek was encountered by the ill-fated party. The fierce troop put 
the groom of Cartaiidis to the sword, and not only roughly treated her 
female attendants, bat despoiled them and their royal mistress of all they 
possessed. Cartandis, however, succeeded in eNeetiug hor escape back x.o 
Maiiinus; the lloman general being converted from a foe into a friend. 
1 lo icccived her with a.ti tiie honour and respect doe to her rani; and suf- 
ferings, and, as nearly as bo was able, restored to her the value of the 
propony of which sho had been deprived : the remainder was soon after 
regained, upon the capture of the robber i'iets, who wore punished with 
death for the outrage which they had committed. 

Cartandis, on mis, heeaino a marl; for the enmity of the I'iets, when 
they learnt bow kindly Maximus bad received her, and bow severely he 
had punished those who had despoiled and insulted ber. They sent a 
deputation of nobles of their nation to complain to him of his having 

to us taken part ag.i.inst then in favour of a woman who was their enemy, 
and, moreover, a prisoner and in their power. For ber sake, they said 
Maximus ought not to have put to death meu who wore friends of theirs, 
and allies of Koine : they proceeded to require that, in conformity with 
'In: proscription which bad been issued, Cartandis should be despoiled 
of her possessions, and detained a captive in Britain. 

Cartandis was herself present at the interview of Maximus with the 
PioLish chieftains, and had to support, a scene of great trial, before- the 
lloman general surrounded by the powerful soldiers of the empire, as she 
listened as these barburia.ns proceeded in discussing the future destiny 
they de.sirei; to be awarded her. When they came to that part of their 
embassy wb eh concerned ber imprisonment, and she perceived their de- 
sign was to send her to Wales, ber former country, in opposition to that 
wish nearest jer heart, -lie broke forth into a passionate lamentation, be- 
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wni'.ii^ in piteous accents her miserable fate, and entreating rather that 
her life might be riflVioi! upon her husband's tomb. 

Raising her clasped hands to Maximus, she besought that generous 
prince, in the most uarnest anil pall.clic manner, that he would hi; phased 
to permit her either to pass the sad remainder oi' lier present widowed 
state in the manner she found most conform a hie to her feelings, or else 
to lake it- from her at once. At this moving spectacle, all present, the 
1'iets isloiii: excepted, were deeply iifl'ecioti, and I lie sorrrrw-stricken Queen 
obrained her supplicated boon: the request of the PietJsh nobles was 
refused, and Cavtandis, having a pert ion assigned to her, suitable lo her 
royal bivr.li and dignity, received permission to depart inr.o wherever 
quarter of the country she pleased, and was suffered to live from that 
time ferwurd, under the protection of the mighty lloman name, unmo- 
lested and undisturbed.' 
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Parentage of Helena— The aspirants for her band—Her Father wishes lier- rrar- 
vi; ls i-(;l-Jlj^itnua pi-!ii!(ip-ft<( — OcjTian objects, l>iil ei'iiseiiis at. length— Dejmta- 
don— Character of Maxinois— We arrives at S iiihninrti..r,— Promise, and cere- 
mony of Marriage— It) e.nr. of Ma-xen-Wli-'Iis:. a Wo:.-h romance— Caernarvon— 
The Fort— The Will— Kvaan-Moviadcc of Armoricn— Mnximns and his bride 
at Treves — St. Martin of Tours— The devotion of Helena to him — Gratian's 
fate — Ursula and the ■Milevon Thoiiwsiiil" victims — Successes of Maxiums— 



The father of Helena was sou of C'aradneus, Bute of Cornwall, the 

ancient tin country, and grandson of the Asoicpiodatus, 1 or " Bran ap 
Llyr," 2 so noted in the limes of Oonslant.ius. Eudda, 3 or Ootavhis, as 
Ik;" Was denominated by the liomans, Duke of the Wisscan;," had married 
Guala, sister of St.. Helena, and received with her, as a bridal dowry, the 
kingdom of North Wales, it being the seeond time that territory had 
been conveyed to a new line of monarchs, by marriage with a daughter 
of thai royal house. "Kndda and Guala, by their union, connected in one 
the families of Wales and Cornwall; and the vast possessions thus united 
under thrir emtre!, wore destined to beoome, m process of time, the 
n i irriii^e- portion of their only child llelen;y' whose noble iv nciat.anoo 
caused" her to he sought by many an aspiring adventurer. The youtig 
princess herself, who was horn at Oacr rteg^nt. or Oaernarvun, possessed 
qualifications which rendered her worthy of her lofty destiny. The in- 
creasing Tears of her aged parent made liim anxious to see this child, 
who was his sole heir, settled in marriage with some prince, whose merits 
entitled him to succeed to the regal dignity : and fearing, least in the 

1 Rowland's Mona Antiqua. 

1 Bran ap Llyr is celebrated for his valour, ami as being the ancestor of Ar- 
thur us:!l a,! *.h'use heroes win; contended against I he Unmans, Sjisons, ami Danes 
for the freedom of their mountain- district— 6'fc.fr.y of Monmouth, Lappenbtrg. 

* Or Eilerus, sometimes written Patemus or Paiiarn, Edern ap Padarn, or 
" with the crimson, el oik."— Owen's Cam. Biog. 

' The "Wiccii, or people of Worcester, over whom VenutHia had formerly reigned, 

• WiLnii.ntan, (Ji'abon, Pennant. 
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event oi li:a own death, without some previous arrangement to thai effect, 
other aspirants to the finwn might spring up, Eudda willed u counoil of 
state, to take the subject into consideration. Tbe king inquired of his 
assembled nobles, which oi' bis family they would prefer to reign over 
them at bis death, and the majority were do.-irous of securing prate to 
the nation, by bestowing the Princess Helena on some noble Roman, 
Several members of the British senate dissented in favour of Oonau Me- 
riadec, 1 llie king's nephew, who was present, whom they wished to be- 
come their ruler. Uaradoous, Tinke of Cornwall, son of Trahewrno, and 
cousin of St. Helens, gave his opinion in favour of Maximus, the Hoinan 
senator — a person not only allied to the imperial family, and educated in 
Home, but his own cousin, being a son of Llewelyn, Lis fill bur's brother, 
and equally related with himself to the royal family of Britain. This 
proposition met with genera! approbation, except from Onan, who him- 
self aimed nl tbe crown, and was much displeased at it : the matter, how- 
ever, being arranged in favour of Maximus, Oonan consented t.bat Mau- 
ritius, his son, should become the ambassador of Eudda to tbe imperial 

Accordingly, Maximus was duly informed by .Mauriiios of the intentions 
of King Eudda to honour him with the hand of the lovely Helena, with 
tin: reversion of the crown in perspective. The embassy met with an 
honourable reception at t.bo court of Rome, where Mauritius was nobly 
entertained ; and Maximus greatly pleased with 'he brilliant prospect that 
awaited him, undertook the journey into Britain. 2 

Flavins Clemens Maximus was born in a second marriage of Llewelyn, 
the brother of Coel, with a Roman lady. The place of his birth is dif- 
ferently stated : Spain, lioini:, ai::l Britain contend for the honour. His 
Hear relationship to tin.: imperial family had caused him to be educated at 
the capital with great, .care, 3 and by bis bravery he rendered himself 
worthy of the distinction at which he eventually arrived. 1 Tbe poets 
write of bioi as a robber-chief ; but. lofty- talents be no doubt possessed. 
Lang before Maximus was invited to Britain by Eudda, be had made (hat 
country his residence, having been called thither to repel the Plots and 
Scots : bis noble conduct towards Carlandis, which has been: named in her 
Life, gives a favourable view of his character. 

At the time when the British embassy reached him, Maximus was 
eoutendiag with tlralian and Valcotiniaii for a third share In the Roman 
Empire, which they bad refused !o accord him : bis progress towards the 
h-iand-homo oi' hi* future wife was marked 1 ■ v (he subjugation of several 
cities of the Franks, while his train was speedily augmented by a large 
number of followers. This popular chief arrived in safety at. South- 
ampton. But his expecting fa.ther-in-law regarded his martial array as 
haling a hostile ::s::ee:, and, struck with Sodden fear, ordered Ids nephew 
Conan immediately to raise an army to oppose his further progress/ 

The tidings of the misunderstanding which bad arisen in the mind of 

■ Palgrave. * Polwhele's Cornwall. ! Daniel, 

• In Lluyd's fircv. of Ilrir, lie is called " the Kobbcr of liLchiioniugSi." 
1 Geoffrey of Monmouth, 
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Eudda having reached the Roman prince, lis consulted with Mauritius as 
to tie eoursi^which it would bo best fur him to take. They detent lined 
to scud r.welve aged men, bearing olive-branches, in their hsmds, to Conau. 
This embassy w:i« admitted to a hearing, and it was stated tliat Maxiimis 
had come from the two Emperors of Rome on a visit, t.be object cf which 
was ptssiee and not war; when Conan and others persuaded Eudda to 
desist from his contemplated hostilities. After this, Msiximus was con- 
di.iei.ed by Conan to London, where he had an interview with Eudda. 
Prior to their meeting. Caradocus and Mauritius iisid privately consulted 
with the King, wlien the former strongly urged (lie suit of llaxi'ims, and 
ended with the following words : "Should you refuse him, what right. 
cuuld you plead to the crown of lirifa.in agaius: him; for he is the cousin 
of Coustantine, and the nephew of King {Joel, whose daughter Helena 
possessed the crown by an undeniable right?" 1 The King aequieaeed, 
and the people, being uiiiliirmiy in lav; ..r oi the ina'cli, 1Ijlx::hus vils 
promised the hand of Helena ap Eudda, and the rich inheritance she 
derived from her parents.* 

The nuptial ceremony took place at Caernarvon, where I'mlda resided and 
held a royal court. There yet exists, in the Wel^h language, a fabulous story 
renting "to this circumstance, which is sidled " the Dream of Jla\imus." 
Lady Charlotte Guest has devoted lisrseif to llic translation of this 
national companion, " The .Dream of Maxun Wledig, or The Glorious/' 
of which the following is an extract. That very interesting tradition, so 
poetically connected with the subject of this biography, is composed in 
these terms :— 

" Maxeu Wledig was Emperor of Rome, and he was a comelier man, 
and a better and a wiser, than any emperor that, had been before him. 
Wuiie hunting one day, be fell asleep and bad a dream, in the course of 
which he came to an island, the fairest island in the whole world; and be 
traversed the island from sea to sea, even to the farthest shore of the 
island: valleys be saw, and fteeps and rocks of wondrous height, and 
ntgted precipices; never yet. saw he the like. And thenee he beheld an 
Wand in the sosl, lacing this rugged land; and between him and this 
island was a country of which the plane was as large as the sea, the 
mountain as vast as the wood ; and from the mountain lis saw a river that 
flowed through the land, and fell into the sea. And at the mouth of the 
river be beheld a. ea.stle, the fairest that man ever saw ; and the gate of 
the castle wa.s open, and he went into the casilc; and in the castle lis saw 
a fair hall, of which the roof seemed to be all gold; the walls of the hall 
seemed to be entirely of glittering precious genes; the doors all seemed to 
be of gold; golden seats he saw in the had, and silver tables; and on a 
seat opposite to litm be beheld two auburodi aired youths playing sit. chess; 
be saw a silver board for the chess, and golden pieces [hereon. The gar- 
ments of the youths were of jet-black satin, and chaplets of ruddy gold 
bound their hair, whereon wore sparkling jewels of great price, rob.es and 
gems, alternately with imperial. stones ; buskins of new cordovan leather 
on their feet, fastened by slides of red gold. 
' Geoffrey of Monmouth. " Soherta's Notes to British History, 
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" And beside a pillar in the hall bo saw a hoary-headed man, in a chair 
ef ivory, with the figures of two eagles of ruddy gold thereon ; bracelets 
■■if gold were upon his arms, and many rings upon his hands, and a 
golden torque about his need;, and his hair was bound with a golden 
diadem. lie was of powerful aspect; a eh ess- board of gold was before 
him, and a rod of gold and a steel lee iu bis hand, and bo was carving out 

" And he saw a maiden sifting before him in a chair of ruddy gold : 

not more easy (ban to gaze upon the sun when brightest, was it to look 
upon her by reason of her beauty. A vest of white silk was upon the 
maiden, with ciasps ■;•( red gold at the breast : and a sttrecat of gold lissr.e 
was upon her, and a frontlet of red gold ttpon Iter bead, and rubies and 
gems were in the frontlet, alto-matin;; with pearis and imperial stones; 
ami a yirdlo of ruddy gold was around her. She was the fairest sight 
that man ever beheld. 

"The maiden arose from her cbair before him, and he threw his arms 
about the neek of the maiden, ami they two -lit down tnoetkor in the chair 
of gold; and (he ehair was not less roomy for them both, than for the 
maiden alone. And as he had his arms abotd the maiden's neek, arid Ids 
cheek by Iter ebei k, behold, thro'i'.gli the chafing ef (he dogs at their 
leashing, and the clashing ef the sbields as thi^y struck agcinst eaeli orlier, 
and the beating together of the shafts of the spears/ and the neighing 
of the horses and their prancing, the Emperor awoke. 

"And when he awoke, nor spirit nor existence was left him, because 
of the maiden whom he had seen in his sleep, for the love of (he maiden 
pervaded his whole frame. Then his household spake unto him, ' Lord,' 
said they, ! is it not past the time for thee to tnke thy food?' Thereupon 
tlic I'.mperov mounted Ids palfrey, the saddest man that mortal ever saw, 
and went forth towards Rome. 

"And thus he was during the space of a week. When they of the 
household went to drink wine and mead out of golden vessels, he went 
not with any of them; when they went to listen to songs and tales, ho 
went not with them there; neither would he pie persuaded to do anything 
but sleep. And as often as he slept, he beheld iu his dreams the maiden 
he loved best; but, except, when he slept, he sa.w nothing of her, for he 
knew not where i:t the world she was. 

" At length Mason sent for bis wise men, and told them of his dream ; 
and by their advice iie sent messengers into different parts of 'lit; world, 
to discover the place and lady of whom he had dreamt. At the end ef 
the year they returned without- sueeess, and he was very sorrowful. Then 
Maxell went to the spot where be hail sh'pt, and pointed it out himself, 
' ] Jeli old, this is where I was when I saw (he dream, and T went towards 
the source of t.he river westward.' On which thirteen messengers set 
forth on the traek prescribed, and at h;st, iu the great ship, (.hey crossed 
(he sea, and came to the island of Britain. Aud they traversed the island 

1 When sleep had first Mine upon Maxen, " his attendants stood and setup 
their shk-'-.is ji round him ufn.ni the shid'cs of their speurs, 0; protect him from the 
sun, and they placed a pohi eunmnlle'l shield under his head. And i:> Maxou 
slept. " To this the passage above, rsfors. 
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until they came to Snowdon. 'Bob 'Id,' said ilicy, M.Iic rugged land that 
our miiiitcr saw.' And they went forward until they saw Au^le-cy before 
then, and until they saw Arvon' likewise. 'Behold,' inaid lliey, 'the 
land our master saw in his sleep.' And they saw Abcr Sain, 2 and a caatle 
at tha month of the river. The port;!; of the castle saw they open, and 
into the castle they wont; and they saw a hall in the castle. Thou said 
they, ■ Behold the hall which he saw in his sleep.' They went into the 
hall, and they beheld two youths playing at the**, on the golden bench. 
And thov beheld [lie h nary -headed man beside the pillar, in the ivory 
chair, carving chess-men. And they beheld the maiden sitting on a chair 
of ruddy gc'id. The messengers bent down upon their knees — -Empress 
of Home, all hail " ' ila, gentles,' said the maiden, ' ye hear the seem- 
ing of honourable men, rant the badge of envoys. 3 What mockery is this 
ye do me?' 'We mock thee not, lady; but I lie Emperor of Rome h;i:h 
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places site might choose on tin] is'and of ] Jrilaoi. And she chose to have 
the highest, castle made at A won. And liiev brfmglit thither earth from 
Rome, that it. might ho more healthful for the Emperor to sloop, an.-] sit, 
and walk upon. 1 After that the two other castles, wore made for her, 
which were Cacrlicon and Caermarthen. 

" Then Helen bethought her to make high roads from one castle to 
another throughout the island of Britain. " And the roads were made. 
And for this cause are they called the roads of Helen Luvddaue, that 
she was sprung from a native of t.liis island, and the men of the island of 
Britain would not have made ttio.se great roads for any save her." 3 

Caernarvon, the scone of ibis romance, afterwards became celebrated 
as the birthplace of Edward II., the first Prince of Wales. The river 
8eiont, from which lie place derived its aneier.l: name, rises in the heart 
of Soowdonia, and forms the lakes of Llandberis in its passage, which 
rather inclines to the southwest, till it turns abruptly to tlic north to roach 
the sea beneath, the mighty towers of Caernarvon. " The ruins of Segon- 
tium are yet distiuguisha.blc on a. pointed hill near its exit, where the 
view of Caernarvon, with its castle and the coast of Anglesey, across a 
great arm of the sta, is hardly to be paralleled for beauty. 3 Near the 
sleep bank of the river Reiout, at a small distance from the castle, is an 
ancient Roman fort. Near the corner of one of the walls, is a heap of 
stones,' the ruins of a tower the foundation of which was acoidoiiUtlly 
discovered some years ago. This plate seems intended l.o secure a land- 
ing-place from the Seiont at, time of high water ; and Pennant says ; "I 
was informed that in Trer Beblie, on the opposite shore, bad been other 
ruins, the work of the same people/' At a small distance above this, 
and about a quarter of a mile from the Mo.nai, is the ancient Hogoiitium, 
to the use of which the fort had been sobsowient. It forms an' oblong, 
of very considerable extent, seemingly about sis acres, placed on (he 
summit, of rising ground, and sloping down on every side. It is now 
divided by the poblie road ; but in several parts are vestiges of walls; 
and in one place appears the remnant of a building made with tiles, and 
plastered with very hard and smooth mortar; this seems to have boon 
part of a hypocaust. At present a public road passes through this sl.a- 



1 This great work was apparently the same 
ii> Empress. 
■ Skene's Rivers. ■ Pennant. 



nenced by St. Helen, 
1 Pennant's Wales. 
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dltion undertaken by ;: Kynan Mci-iuke ami his sister TTeku, aw nam od 
Luyddawe, 1 or llekn of Mighty Hosts, t.lic chib.lreu of Euddav," for the 
purpose of supporting ilif claim of Maximus to the imperial throne. 
They raised an army :■!' 00,000 inch ill liritaiii, and proceeded with it 
across tiiu tea to Armorica, a. ti., 8S8 : the desolation caused Ly this ab- 
straction of its inhabitants from the islrmd, is said to have "been the 
remote cause of the Sasori invasion. 2 This is another version of the 
colonization of TJret.agne, noticed previously. 

The great reputation Maximum hud acquired in Britain by his military 
successes againsi the l'icts and Hoots, bait gained the aiketions of the 
people, whose predilection was still finliier confirmed by his marriage 
with Helena. From this time they identified their own views with his, 
and he was constrained to accept the purple in accordance with their 
wishes. 3 The aoci ssiou of Maximus is placed in the year .'ISo ; ho after- 
wards declared to St. Martin, that " he had accepted the Empire with 
regret, b;ii. that he was prepared In defend by the swot J thai, diadem 
which had been bestowed by Heaven." 

After his marriage, Maximus, with the flower of the British youth, 
who had rallied round Ids standard, bad returned with bis bride into 
Gaul/ where he established his court at Treves, and in defiance of his 
imperial opponents, assumed to himself (lie dignity of an Emperor of 
Spain, Gaul, and Britain, Gildas remarks, that lie " stretched out, bis 
winds'' from the seat of his empire, "to Spain and to Italy," levying 
taxes on [.he barbarous nations by (he mere terror of his name; and the 
moderation of the guvemineni of the Usurper, during whose reiVn no! a 
single enemy or robe! j erished. otherwise (ban in fair and open warfare, 
forcibly ei no ns (rates the willing allegiance of the nations over whom he 

St. Martin, who had, a. it. 87-i, been elected l'ishop of Tours, and as 
an aposilo, bad diffused i.lic light of Christianity throughout Gaul, de- 
stroying all Ihe lemples of heathenism, was received with every mark of 
respect and b.uiiour by the Emperor Vakntinian, then in that, country." 
"When [lie holy bishop wailed upon the Emperor at Treves, Maximus 
\\:-\--h liiiii s:t at. Ids [aide with the most illustrious persons of bis court. 
Tie was placed at the right band of the Emperor, who, in drinking, eom- 
mauded his servants to give him a cup, tliat St. Martin might receive it 
again from km ; bin the bishop bestowed it in his turn on the priest who 
bad accompanied him on his journey, — a holy boldness, which, far from 
!iLsi leasing, gained him the favour of the Emperor, ami of his whole 

The wife of Masimus, the beautiful Helena, who now held the rank 

of hbnpress of [be West, insisted on waiting upon the venerable pnesl 
whilst parlnking nf bis scanty repast, us if she were of mean estate. Of 
(bis pious British woman, Stilpicius Severus writes thus, in his .Dialogue 
on the Virtues of St. Martin : " By day, and by night, the Queen bung 

; Conan mid llfv.m ;iru Iktc reiivescuted as ljn.ulitT and sister. 

! Lady ('. (oio.r's N-if to the Mabinogiori. ! Pttlgrave. 

' Warrington. * Knoy. Brit. 
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upon the words of .Martin, and lite 1:lt exjirr.^I? in the Gospel, washed 
the lioly man's feet will: her tears, and wi|icd them with the hairs uf her 
bead. Martin, whom no woman had ever approached to touch, could not 
escape from lier assiduities, or rather submission. She thought not of 
the wealth of it kingdom, tlio dignity uf empire, the crown and the pur- 
ple ; nothing could remove her from the posture she had taken at his 
feet, till having ashed tier husband's consent, they together compelled 
Martin to accede io her request, ikat she 1: erst: I J", without tie aid of ser- 
vants, might be permitted t/i prepare l.im a banquet. The blessed iniin 
»-;ij rehictantly obliged le yield. The chaste preparations are made by 
the kinds of the Queen, the seat J s? placed by her, die fable drawn to it, 
the water supplied by her own hands: she serves the food which she had 
cooked, ami while he partakes sitting, she persists in pkeiug herself on 
the floor at a distance, with the customary respect shown by servants, 
imitating their modesty and humility in all she does. Herself mixes the 
w.iee for him to drink, herself bands it to him ; and supper boiu« finished, 
she collect the fragments and crumbs of the bread which he had par- 
taken of, rightly judging them, by the faith in lier, to be more precious 
relics than an imperial banquet. Blessed woman ! deserving to be com- 
pared in piety with her who came from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon — if we consider merely outward hislory; but if we 
compare the faith of the Queen, which we may do, apart from the 
imMosty of the myslery contained in the Scripture narrative, the one came 
to k':ar the wise man, the other oblnhicd grace, not only to hear, but to 

Martha, and heard like Mary." ' 

St. Martin employed his influence with 3Ta.\imus to preserve the Pris- 

cellkmLsts, who were persecuted by the clergy in Spain. The Tlishop of 
Tours would bold no communion wirh men whose rc'igious principles 
induced them to shed the blond of mankind ; and he obtained the lives 
of those whose death they had solicited. 2 



' fir.. Mill-tin introduced the monastic system into fljml, and his c.-niTnijle was 
followed by i.is velatltti, St. t'atrie.;, the J 1 i 1 :- ■ : i ■ : -■ i : j i i aposde. iMarlin rosa/mi in a 
col! made of twius interwoven, ami many of his disciples occupied caverns. So 
one had any property, or buujiht and Sold, 1;.;- all things were common. No art 
vuh exLTB-ned 'oat wiping, i:: wbi::h :K> jimbos alone were occupied: the seders 
devotleg Ibuir time to prayer. They rarely 'oft their eel is, except, to assemble at 
[lie place el' prayer. They took Iheir cetVet L-.n together, after the liour of f list- 
ing. None but the sick drank wine. SI. Martin is i'reqiiein.ly repvesoated irivio.; 
his cloak to a beggar. pvobiLbly iV..:-::i loi.iint; iutruduoed the i.arb. Many of Lis 
followers were clothed ivilh a stuff nnelii of the hrlxtir.i of sui,>rts, a softer bii.it 
beiu;r esteeiniel criminal. Tliese habits wort: anciently worn by J.irii.isli monks 
also, "as well as those of Gaul, and hats funned of the some. The caiaUH cloth 
of a later period was aiiolc ol'^oatg* wool. 

The camels' or "oats' hair shirt reached from the elbows to the knees: the 
hair material was worked into fine threads, and woven by weavers on purpose. 
One similar to them, be'.on.ci:;" to liecket, was washed by his eliaplain; tliey were 
commonly infested with vermin. 

'1' lie feet and legs were usually bare : the io:do Faxons received their visitors 
by hosnitab:: giving them water Io wash their feet and hands, and wiping tliem 
with a towel, — I'osbrooke's Jirit. Monaehiam. 

1 Eucj. Brit. 
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(Italian,' then twenty-ought years of age, had made himself conspicuous 
by (ht> protection of the Chris'iaus, for which lie was hateil bv the whole 
heathen world, whose worship he intended to abolish utterly. 2 He was 
Still contending for the Knmiro with Maximns. and pent Ambrose, Bishop 
of .Milan, to him, to sue for a peace, to which Maximum scorned to incline, 
while, in reality, he appears to have conspired against the life of his 
enemy. As this is the greatest blot on the character of the Christian 
.Maximus, it appears worthy of particular detail. 

G rati an had offended the veteran soldiers, by sending some Alans 
against Alaximus, in preference to themselves, and numbers in conse- 
quence revolted to Maximus, who made them large promises of reward. 
This alarmed Gratian, who fled to Paris, whithor^Maximus. after defeat- 
ing the Alans, pursued his imperial foe.' and fixed his camp without the 
city. After five days, occupied in slight skirmishes, with no particular 
advantage on either side, 'irst the Moors, ar.d then the rest of the army. 
deserted to the side of Wa.viuius, and Gratian, with three hundred horse' 
only, made his escape toLyons, other cities refusing him admittance. 
.Ma.ximos, who aimed at his op pc neat's pergonal destruction, followed with 
his array, but not succeeding by force of arms, had recourse to the fol- 
lowing stratagem. 3 He caused letters to be sent to Gratian, informing 
him that his wife was on her way to visit him. The unfortunate Prince 
crediting the: in form a lion, repaired to the banks of the llhono, whieh n.ms 
by the city, to meet her, believing her to ho approaching, and overjoyed 
in the prospect of their meeting. When he opened the litter, and ex- 
pected to clasp her in his embrace, he was treacherously murdered by 
AiLih-igatliius, an adherent of Masimus, who, with other ruffians, had 
been hired to assassinate him. B, his death Maximus became un die 
pitted master of the Western Empire.* 

This event has left a stain on the otherwise bright fame of the Empe 
ror Maximus; so imperfect is the virtue of the greatest hero of those 

Having rendered himself master of Gaul, Maximus colonized it with 

British soldiers, and next attempted to appease iiis envious rivai Oman, 
who, jealous of his successful suit with lleiena, and subsequent elevation 
to ihe Empire, had laid waste some of his territories in Britain, To 
silence this competitor, Maximus bestowed on him a portion of Gaul 
called Armoriea at that time, but after that date known under the name 
of Bretag ce, or Little Britain.* This cession was made A. d. 384. 
1 A Wilier of a .brhi-h nnmicipal t.i.ovii. - -Orosiua. MScliard 

1 Echard's History of Rome. ' Eclianl, Iluwe!, Med. Jlist. Anjrl. Pnlftrave 

1 Dr. Lappeiilufs-ir. in Lis "Enjtland mulur She Anglo-Saxon Kinpi." itLiits 
en this sobject : "This seitlemenl lias given a name, ,i; well as a. -ii-"-ri:j^t i-lur- 
aclcr and history In tins province of lirclagne. Though that country had. rivm 
the e;olie,t time-, by lie, cent, h.r.-uii^c, ,-,r:d Drnkii-m. been icliLina" r.o li'it.iio. 
yet tin; new to'.or.ms, who were, ihlloived by nijiiiv moers, both nude and fomaie. 
served nn.|iie~rii.nedli' to binii move ei.jsel-.- and nre-vne. the cannevtin between 
Ihvbi-:;e aie.i the lli-twis of CnrmvalJ anil Wale; : jmd but for (his event, M;e 

hcreh: ] norry „f France and I, era, my iiad orohab'y been wit! t (he chsjrm'ujist 

over ii by liie !n:di( iciis of the San-ran;. !,C Tristan ana l.senh, and ( ,r Arthur and 
Merlin. But ESiil.aiii was (hereby deprived of her bravest warrior;, and (hence. 
the more easily became an early prey to foreign invaders." 
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Masimus, after this, sent au embassy tn Cornwall, to demand from the 
Kinj.' iVir: hand of his daughter Ursula., for Conun; and tlie young prin- 

married women, quitted for ever the shores of their native country. 

Abundance of fables have been written of their number, the adventures 
that, oofdl them, and the glorious death thev encountered from the savage 
Huns. 1 They were martyred near the Lower Rhine, and buried at Co- 
logne, where ii tomb was erected over their remains, and a groat church 
built on the spot, 2 This well-known edilice became celebrated to all time 
for the tomb of St. Ursula, and her "eleven thousand " holy companions. 
St., Ursula, " who was the mistress and guide to heaven of so many holy 
maidens, whom she animated to the heroic practice of virtue, conducted 
to the glorious crown of martyrdom, and presented spotless to Christ, is 
regarded as a model and patroness by those who undertake to train up 
youth in the sentiments and practice of piety and religion."* 

The sisters of the order of St. Ursula are, in the Roman Communion, 
the instructresses of young females, and their establishments, those of 
Ursuline Sisters, are well known all over the continent. 

In the poem we have before quoted, called "the Dream of Maxcn," he is 
said 'o have spent, seven years in Britain, and after (.hat returned to .Rome, 
making many conquests by Ihe way in the countries through which he 
passed, lie laid siege to Home, but, had made no progress at the end of 
a year, when succours from liritain reached him. These were " the bro- 
thers of Helen Luyddawe," with a small host of Britons, "and better 
warriors were in that small host than twiee as many Romans." 

" And Helen went to see the hosts, and she knew the standards of her 
brothers. Then came Kynan, the sou of Nadav, .and Adeon, the son of 
Eudav, to meet the Emperor. And the Emperor was glad because of 
them, and (unbraced them. 

"Then they looked at the Romans as they attacked the city. Said 
Kynan in bis brother, ' We will try to attack the city more expertly than 
this.' So they measured by night the height of the wall, and they sent 
their carpenters to the wood, and a ladder wa.s made for every four men 
of their number. Now when these were ready, everyday tit mid-day the 
Emperors went to meat, and they coaled to fight on boll; sides Till all had 
finished eating. And in the morning the men of liritain took their food, 
and they drank until they were invigorated. And while the two Empe- 
rors were at meat, the Britons came to the city, and placed tiieir ladders 
against it, and forthwith I hey came in through the city. 

"The cow Emperor had not .time to arm himself when they fell upon 
him, and slew him, and many others with him. And three nights and 
three days were they subduing the men that were in the city and taking 
the castle. Arid others of them kept the city, lest any of the host of 
Mason should come therein, until they had subjee'.ed all to their will. 

"Then spake Maxen to Helen Luyddawe: ' T marval, lady,' said he, 
'that thy brothers have not. conquered this city for me.' 'Lord Empe- 
ror/ she answered, ' the wisest youths in the world are my brothers. Go 

1 Butter. ■ A. D 458.— Sigebcrt's Chronicle. ' Butler's Lives of Saints. 
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thou thither and ask the city of them, and if it lie in their possession 
thou shalt have it gladly.' So the Emperor and Helen went and 
den landed the city. And they told l.be lfl tupoivn- that, none had taken Ihe 
eity, and that none could give it uira, hut the men of the island of Bri- 
tain. Then the gales of the city of Rome were opened, ami Hie llinpcror 
sat on the throne, and all the men of Home submitted themselves, unto 

How far the dream of Maximus is in accordance with the general facta 
of history it is difficult to say. There is no doubt that Maxinius was one 
of the most heroic and successful of Roman emperors, and it is equally 
certain that Helena accompanied him in his wars abroad. "Both Roman 
and "British authorities concur in ihe narrative of Iris conquests, nin.l groat 
enterprise.' 

Helena had three suns by Maxinius, of whom Victor was the chosen 
companion of his martial expeditions. Publicius, hi-. brother, retiring 
from the world, assumed the religious habit, and to him the Mother 
Church of >Se»outiuui Was dedicated. "It stands about half a mile south- 
east of tho town, and from its royal patron, who was canonized ,'it his 
death, hears (lie name of Llan Public, or Publieius." ' This ehurch and 
the chapel of Caernarvon were bestowed by King .Richard il, upon tho 
nuns of St. Mary's at Chester, on account of their poverty. 

"The dress of Pabo post prydain, called the 'Pillar of Britain,' as 
seen on his tomb, is a specimen of that worn by a royal priest in the 
time of Publicius. 1'aho, who was contemporary with the sons of 
Helena, and the founder of Llan Pabo in Anglesey, is e'ad in a long 
dalmatic, partly opened at the sides, and bordered with fur. Round the 
neck and down the front, is a border of laee, richly studded with pearls, 
fit, Jestiu up G-eraitit, a prince of the Devonshire iSritons, who lived a 
century later Ihan J.'abo, is liti.bif.ed in a cope, listened on the breast with 
a rich fibula; beneath this he has a short, mantle or scapular over his 
tunic. This mode of dress was of ihe highest antiquity, and remained 
in vogue for royal personages till the time of ITenry V. In his right 
hand the faint hold- a staff, not unlike the augural staff of the ;iricienis." J 

The brilliant career of M.axiiuus was destined to a sudden close. Va- 
lentinian, on being driven from Italy by Jlaxituiis, obtained assistance 
from Theod.osius, Emperor of the East, who subdued his hitherto suc- 
cessful rival at Aquilcia, a. d. 388. The inhabitants of the city seeiug, 
or fancying they saw, despondency in his hitherto buoyant spirit,, aban- 
doned "him in bis first reverse, stripped the Emperor of his regal orna- 
ments, and carried him bound to Theodosius. The generous Emperor 
would have pardoned him. but those who surrounded him, perceiving- the 
ejemeney he designed to execute, hurried Maxinius from bis presence, 
and ordered his head to be cut off, even without the lihnporoi-'s mandate. 1 

Thus fell Maximus, the first to bear the name of Wledig, or " Illus- 
trious," — a surname equivalent to thai of Emperor, afterwards borne by 
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tlid Roman princes of his family in Britain: Lis dominions were an- 
nexed by Thondn-ius to his own, and afterwards transmitted to his SOU 
7 Ton on on.;, wji noamo Kmperor of the West. 1 

Victor, son of Maximus, had been slain with his father at Aquileia, 
and some of his most, dreaded relatives and friends were put. to death as 
an example: the rest were pardoned; "so that," says the Chronicle, 
"under so merciful a conqueror, they felt, not that they were conquered." ' 

The wife and dan;.;] iters of JHuxiiiuis seem i.o have been taken prisoners, 
probably at the surrender of Aquileia. Theodosius sent for them out of 
their con fin em out, settled an bi'ii'iurable pension upon them for their 
lives, and charged "a near kinsman of their own" to take ears of their 
interest, and see that nobody oppressed them. 3 This statement differs 
from the one given in our national histories and traditions, i'nmi which 
it would appear that Helena was in Britain when Maximus died. The 
spot on which the Empress received the fatal tidings of the death of her 
husband and son, is still pointed out in Wales,* in the beautiful vale of 
Festiniog, where the springs nulled h'ynucn Helen are supposed to have 
been derived from her tears. 

One of the sons of Helen had entered the cloister, a second died a 
violent death abroad ; for the third, Cunetha, it was reserved to transmit 
the honoured title of WIedig, with the maternal inheritance, to his 
children, among whom it was divined at his death. The original patri- 
mony of Cunetha was in Cumberland and some neighbouring districts; 
and the Triads celebrate his praise, as being [.he first in this island who 
granted lam.ls and privileges to the Church. 6 Wales was divided by Cu- 

' Warrington, Hovel, and Daniel. 

J Such of these prhmes as were driven by the S&xcms from their possesions 
embraced a religious life, and were nuki-.l villi the children of ISran aa-i l:,-.. t -i :m. 
under the appellation of "the Ihree holy families of ISnta.hi." Tliccderie, [tireon's 
Cambrian IHuirraphy,] son of Tclhwahl, King of Caornmrthen in Wales, resmnhiij 
his ci'ovti. settled us u hermit at a spot sinoe known as '['intern. In that (..ljiue," 
sorroiiuilei! arrows, in; desiened t.u p;,ss the remnant of his days in solitude and 
penee ; but the success of the Saxons compelled hiai lo arm in defence of his 
eoimtry, M.ail he was s'aiu at. Mathern, near Chepstow, by ■,,. mortal voimd in the 
head. His body was buried on the spot where he fell, and Hi-dion Godwin snw 
his remains, which had been deposited in a stone colli a. [>Hi:iin<;neet and i'owel.] 
At a later period Tini.ern was a place of refu-e 1... r- two other monarehs, who also 
left the spot to encounter a violent cad : Kilwulf, King- of Wcssei, hidm; ..liMa^ed 
thenee iiy his su'ajects. aeeiust his will, A. 1>. 010. te. act once move a) their leader; 
and Ivlwaid ;he Second, who tied tiiere from the pursuit of his guilty queen, 
Isabella. Manama, diiHjiht.er of the sluin hero, Theodoric, hermit of Tiutervi, 
mimed Olaf Kine of irehi'.d. been me mother of llree'ani. v.- lie mimrilcd her cs'.atcs 
in Walts ; su that Cacnimrdhm took IVnm 1dm its ismaent name of I'moehunia, or 
lirecoam, in British Jire.ebniocl;, in KtiKlif.li Bvtknoek; i I'owel : t.lirahl. Ctttnb. :J 
thus :;;: Irish historian remarks that, " I'.rooknock t.oi.-ti mid Brecknockshire 'save 
caused the filory of Ireland, that gave ■hem the name oi'honour, which they hold 
to tins day; and Ireland te glory in Ikcin, :hat j^ave their kind's so:.. Marcella, 
their lady, and all that ccsmlry in her right." [_l burner's Chronicle.] 

' Echard. 

' Giraltl Cauvb, * Sir John Trice. 



e D y Google 



HELENA AP EUDDA. 177 

nel'iii iinum^ his sens: ami Irs s.c\ oral previtieus yet. boar the names of 
those early ISritisU pririees : Cardigan, especially naineri as a ]i;irt of their 
gi'aiiujnollier Helena's terrilury, was so called from Ciiredle, sun of Cn- 
Leiha. 1 Of the who]e family, Eneori Urdd, or "the Honourable," was 
most distinguished. Ifis son, (Jaswallon Caw Hir, or the "Long- 
Handed," Used his royal abode in Mona in 443; and, as the eldest 
branch of the Cynethian family, received homage from the princes, his 
contemporaries. 

' Owen's Cambrian Biography. 
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Vorii^cni, hnp'r.jr to rsr.ii-.lisli orric.v in Britain, invites Hcnjris! run:! [lursa— Arri- 
val of tin; Si^i.'ii-— Tlif least at Thunp; Castle— -The tiitu! IVas-licil— liowcnii':: 
beauty — Dress of paxnii ladies— Mai-ringe r>f Vurt.ecin— His first wife — Gods 
of the Saxons — Tlic. Irmiiisula — Discontent of tJifl Britons — Exoonnnuniontion 
and separation — VortimiT prcclidoicil Kinii— Furv of Hmigist — Romena's arti- 
fices—She poisons Vortimer in a nosegay— Vortigern consults Merlin — His- 
tory of Ambrosius — The fortress in tiiioivitm- -The ma.ssacre at Ambrtsbury — 
The Valley of Vortigern. 

The pressure of tin.' Ihtrbarians, those " niany-nationed spoilers," had 
obliged the hilhcrlo triumphant Romans to coiicen Irate their attention 
and nil their power iti their own country, and. by degrees, they withdrew 
(.heir forces from the remote provinces which owned their sway, uutil 
Britain was a!:ogo f hcr abandoned by them, and loft to the British princes, 
who were forced to carry on continual warfare with the savage Pitts, and 
that people called the SuciJa of Ireland, settled on the west coast. The 
Saxons also came occasionally, to " fright tin; isle from its propriety," by 
their incursions; and the endless eiuarrols of the chiefs for sunretnaoy, 
p'.unpil the "bole land into such a state of anarchy, thai. Vortigern, who 
then lilled llie uneasy throne of South .Britain, may be excused, in bis 
despair of establishing order, for forming the resolution of Mocking pro- 
tection and assistance from the powerful and rest-loss German freebooters, 
whom he had hilberto looked upon as enemies. 

In an evil hour for the freedom of bis country, Vortigern summoned 
to Iiis aid the unscrupulous adventurers, Ilengisl, and llorsa, and Britain 
became their prey. 

The loves of Vortigern and Kowena have become the property of the 
romancer, and some historians reject tiie traditions respecting them; but 
yet the story is as often repeated as omitted by chroniclers, and ia by 
some atieslcd as woriliy of credit. There is a probability about it, which, 
while if interesls, enlists the reader in its favour. 

Nennius, tlee-frey of .Monmouth, ami their followers, toll the story of 
Ro worm's fatal charms, and she is uau.ed in i.lie Welsh Triads as Jlouweu. 
She was the daughter of the Jut.ish captain, ileugist, who. after lie had 
successfully assisted Vortigern against his foes, had established himself 
and Ins party in the country: rejoicing to find themselves powerful 
chiefs, who were lately banished adventurers, expelled from their own 
shores. 

(IK) 
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When, at first, the Saxons stood before the King, ?.ny.-i R nn-tir of Wen- 

dover, he asked them respecting the i'iiitl] and religion of their ancestors, 
on which TToiigist replied : " We worship the grids of our fathers, Siiturn, 
Jupiter, and tin; other deities, who govern the world, and especially Mer- 
cury, whom, ii] our tongue, we call Woden, and to whom our falhers. 
dedicaled the fourth day of the week, which, to this day, is called 
Woden'-. Day. Next, to him, we worship the most poivorft.il goddess, 
Frea, to whuin they dedicated the sixth day, which, after her, we call 
Friday," " I grieve juuoh," said Vortigern, " for your belief, or rather, 
for your unbelief; but J. am exceedingly rejoiced at. your entiling, which, 
whether brought ahnut hy (.loil, or otherwise, is most opportune for ins- 
urgent necessities. For I iiui pressed by my enemies on every side ; and 
if ye will share with me the toil of fighting, ye shall remain in my king- 
dom, where ye shall be had in honour, and enriched with lands and pos- 
sessions." The Barbarians straightway assailed, and having- made league 
with him, remained at his court. 

Hengist had received as the reward of his helping arm, from the 
grateful Vortigern, a fertile and commanding tract of land, on the 
Thames, called hy the Britons, Riiotliio, and by the Sa.xons, Tha.net. As 
soon jls Hengis! was fairly established, lie setit. for new allies to his native 
country, and his welcome summons was speedily answered by the arrival 
of a host of relations and friends, all greedy for gain. But the most 
attractive personage amongst these, ami one on whose power the wily 
Jute most depended, was his beautiful daughler linwena, celebrated, 
wherever she had been seen, for her surpassing loveliness and grace, "a 
prodigy of beauty, and the admiration of all men." 

There is a tradition generally repeated, that U.en;;isr.'s modest demand, 
on being requesled by Vortigern to name the price of his services, was 
merely as much land as he could cover with a. hide; this being of course 
granted, the cunning free hooter had it. cut into thongs, and thus managed 
to procure ;i considerably larger share than was intended. However tin's 
may be, he became possessed of a great portion of the country, and built 
or appropriated numerous eristics, which he fortified, and where Iris fol- 



It was at one of these, to which, it seems, he had given the name of 
Thong; Oast.le, the situation of which is variously asserted (some chroni- 
clers insisting on its lieinsj at Donoar-ter, others, that it was in Kent), 
thiil l.i.engiiit entertained the somewhat weak and luxurious Vortigern, 
and there, at a grand banquet, he introduced his fascinating daughler 
Itowcna to the Prince. 

In order to do the more honour to his guest, Tloo^ist commanded the 
beautiful maiden to wait upon him during the repast, according to the 
fashion of fire time, and Vortigern was not slow iu taking the bait held 
out. At the first g'ance his eye had been drc/.icd by Roweiia's beauty, 
and the smiling grace with which she presented him with a gohlou gob- 
let, uttering, at. the same time, in silver accents, the words of greeting — 
" Wfes heal, hlaford Oyuyng," "Health to thee, Luni Kirnj." entirely 
subdued him. From her lips ho immediately learnt the customary 
answer, "Diino heal," and lis fate was sealed. 
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Drayton, after detailing this scone, goes on to say that tlic enamoured 
monarch — 

" Knots: hire- anil line hire mi! mic, and trim: ilvoiik hire hsiil, 
And that was tho in this land tin: verst waB-hail. 
As in laiigajic uf Saxoync that me inii^ht over iwrite, 
And so tvcI he siaith tiie hole about, tlmt lis is not yet voryrte." 
From tli. it time " wus-heil" ami "drino-hoil" wore the usual phrases 
of quaffing among the Endish. though jfvav'or thinks the custom hurt 

' ' ' in Saxony and other nations. 

i ladies is thus described, and we may suppose 
bis memorable occasion, similarly attired :— 
" They wore linen, dyed of divers colours, under the gown, and to this 
part, of the dross belonged tlir.se close sleeves seen under or within those 
of the upper garment. The gown frequently was embellished with hands 
of dblevoiii. colours, or embroidery about, the knees avid at, the bottom. 
(In their heads they wore a veil, enverebief, or hood, which, falling down 
upon tho forehead, was earefally wrrippori round the neck and shoulders ; 
sometimes they wore over their shoulders a cloak, with a hole cut in the 
middle, for (he purpose "f passing the bond through. Their shoes, com- 
monly of hlack, were plain, and sometimes slit, dowu tlio middle of the 
instep. The predominant colours for female dress were green, blue, and 
light red ; sometimes pink and violet, but rarely perfect white." 2 Purple 
was worn only by kings avid queens. 

Ilorigisl. himself is represented as of "pirating address, encaging :im:l 
condescending behaviour, and of sound judgment." 3 

In "Smith and Meyrisk's Costumes" he thus appears: "With a 
four-pointed helmet, like those worn in France in tho ninth century, and 
a breast-plate precisely similar to those worn in that country in the rob'ns 
of Lothair and Charles the Bold ; some say he wore ' scaly mail,' and 
surcoat of fur. The chieftain's spear was broad and heavy, his convex 
.shield armed with a boss. His long red hair was worn flowing down; 
he was stout in person, and freckled. When unarmed, his head was 
adorned with a wreath of amber beads, and round his iioel; was suspended 
a golden torque. His banner was red, and exhibited ' the picture of tho 
white printing steed/ a.t once the hieroglyphic of his name, and a symbol 
of tho doily he worshipped." 

As Hcngist is said to be only about thirty at the time he arrived in 
liibaiti, bis daughter Itowena mast have been exirenmly young. At first, 
on Vurtigeru''s declaring bis passion for her, the artful falls or pretendesl 
to think her loo iiswly for so great, an alliance; this assumeil opposition, 
of course, increased the ardour of the royal lover, and bis entreaties soon 
convinced both father and daughter that the objection was merely ianoiful. 
The object of the Jute was attained, and almost immediately the mar- 
riage of Vorligorn and Uower.a took place 

1 Whsseniius, the historian uf ['Vieslauil, veia.les with much trinity as a fact, 
that kifsini/ was ui.kniwn in l ; aj;oi:i 1 til] t::e liiir lUofs^a, (Icnji-ist's diiiip liter, in 
tli!.' disaster of eu [.■,be:o , i , r, niv.-si-il liui lir:i.Us;r wili: lior iiii'.isies, and diluted Vtu'- 
tigem witli it kus-cn [a. little kiss).— .Sir R. FhUljpi. 

• tiinitti and Meyrick. * Rapin. 
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Vortigern hart united himself previously to Lis marriage with Rowona, 
to a I'riiish lady of royal birth, by whom lie had three sons, Vortimer, 
Categrin, and Paseeulins, and one daughter. 1 This lady had been divorced 
to make way for the new marriage, and here the history of the Saxon 
invasion strongly resembles that of the Itolnau, four hundred years earlier. 
The divorced Queen of Vorl.igern may ho compared to Jloadicea, who waa 
repudiated to make way for hor husband to marry another: in these 
instances, as iu that of the Spanish Pleiinda, the ill-treatment of a woman 
introduced the enemies of her country. 

Vortigern's first wife was much loved by the people, more particularly 
because she wan a Christian, while "Re wen a, her rival in the Kind's affec- 
tions, was a lady of " uncowght beleue," 2 in other words, a Pagan ; more- 
over Vortigern had promised Iloweua full liberty to exercise her own 
religion. 3 

As the rites of that religion are remarkable, a brief account of the 
idokuous worship In which P.owena had been educated, maybe excused. 

The Saxon temples, in which their idols were worshipped, 4 were sur- 
rounded with in closures, and it was considered profana-.ion to throw a 
lance within the assigned boundary. The chief of the deities were the 
Sun and Moon, from whom, the former a female, and the latter a male 
deity, were named the two first days of their week. Tucseo, or Tiw, gave 
a name to the third day, but of him nothing is known. Wednesday was 
named from Woden, or Odin, the God of War, and renowned ancestor of 
Kowena herself, who is computed to have lived iu the third century. 
Thor was another deity, and h'riga, the wife of Woden, was venerated on 
Friday, as was Seterne on Saturday. There was besides Friga, several 
female deities, as Kheda and Eostre, to whom l.hcv sacrificed in AJarch 
and April, Eostre giving name to the festival of .blaster ; and Her thus, or 
the Earth. There was a female power called an Elf. who appeared to 
iiave answered to Venus; Hera, the Goddess of Plenty, and Hilda, God- 
dess of War. 6 The offerings to these deities varied according to circum- 
stances and seasons, consisting of cakes, of cattle, and sometimes even of 
human beings. The most celebrated and singular idol of the Saxons yet 
remains to be described. It stood at Marsburg, and bore the name of 
Irminsula. The edifice iu which it was placed was spacious, elaborate, 
and magnificent, but had no roof. The idol itself, the largest in all 
Sax-ony. was constructed, it is thought, of wood, and represented an armed 
warrior; "its right hand held a banner, in which a red rose was con- 
spicuous ; its left presented a balance. The crest of its helmet, was a 
cock ; on its breast was engraven a bear, and the shield depending from 
iis shoulders, exhibited a lion in a field full of flowers." Such was the 
extraordinary figure which waa the principal object of adoration in the 

i The author of " liritaimht after the Kr.msjtis" thinks that Roweiia was the 
Christian wile of a iiiciiiireh who team.':! streriglv toivnrJs Uriiiilisin, ami a ijuc-on 
nio^t anxious ;o ra:ovei:<, the iinlisli an.i S:!\o:i l-iles tu each other.- Mir.r hnio- 
rente's History of Woman. 

' Fahian. * Kohinson. * Turner, 

'Turner; History of the Anglo-Saxons. 
16 
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temple Pictures of the Irminsula were to be found in other Saxon 
temples, which proves the high veneration with which it was regarded. 

Both men and women served in the pagan temples of the Saxons ; the 
former sacrificed, the latter divined and told fortunes. The priests, in 
the hour of battle, took tlioir favourite imago from its column, and ci.rned 
it to the field, and after the conflict, was over, (lie captives were immolated 
to the idol. There were certain days, also, on which the soldiery, clothed 
in armour, and brandishing an iron ersius, would ride round about then' 
idol, and afterwards dismounting, kneel before it, and oiler up prayers for 
success in ihcir warfare. 

The Irminsula was thrown down and broken, and the fame it had 
acquired destroyed by Charlemagne, in the year 772; its destruction 
occupied half the Gallic army throe days, the rest being under arms; the 
vessels of the temple being appropriated, together with vast wealth, by 
the conquerors. The column on which I.iic linage had stood, being thrown 
inlo a wagon, was buried in the Wescr, where it was found in the suc- 
ceeding reign: and (lie Sa.sons attempting to rescue it, fought a battle on 
the spot called the Armensula. They were repulsed, and the image 
hastily thrown into the river; whence it. was subsequently conveyed to 
the choir of a new church, built in the neighbourhood, at Hillcbeim, 
and employed to hold lights at the festival.-. After many ages of neglect, 
its rust and discoloration were removed by Moibomius and a canon of the. 
church.' 

Such were some of the c^tvavaganues of the Pagan idol-worship, which 
was introduced into Britain at the. marriage of Rowena, and being pro- 
tected and patronised by Vovfigern whose- chief idol was I'owena berseif, 
threatened to choke the scattered seeds of Christianity which had sprung 
up in different parts of the island. 

The first coming of Hengist had been, no doubt, welcomed by the 
helpless Britons as a deliverance from threatened bondage; the increase 
of his possessions might not., perhaps, have awakened jealousy, had not. 
the advancement of a foreigner and a- pagan to the position of Queen- 
Consort, and the consequent divorce of their Christian country-won,;;.'! 
alarmed them, and pointed out the necessity ol expostulation. \V !ia!ever 
the British nobles might have felt, at first, they dissembled their indigna- 
tion, and the earnest intimation of their feelings which Vortigeru received 
was a visit from Wodine or Vodinus, liisiiop of London, a man of singii- 
lariy devout, and exemplary character. That priest, having learnt that 
tlio'Qucen had been dismissed by her husband, went to him and remon- 
■c.rated freely with him on the subject, telling him bow great a crime bo 
hud committed in dismissing bis juvvfui wife, who was a good and virtuous 
woman and excellent Christian; he added, moreover, that be had deeply 
offended against the laws of Clod and man, by marrying a Saxon, who 
was an enemy to the Christian faith, and whose father was aiming at the 
crown of Britain, and resolved to subdue it to the thraldom of the .Saxons. 
Vortigeni, abashed by the Bishop's honest, reproof, acknowledged his crime, 
praved Cod might pardon him, and made a confession of his guilt to the 
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holy man, full of pemtenoe, auguring well for the future. Upon this 
llcng]st, who in an adjoining chamber had listened to all that had passed, 
tamo i,] with tury, and upbraided Ynrtigeru for being so dejected after 
bis mm'.-, age. lo completely emancipate his somin-law from such an 
advisor, he slew the Jii-nop ;,r„I several other reddens men who redded 
with the King, and would have hilled his Son Vortimer also had he not 
saved his life by a prw.ifiil.ato flight. 1 

Vortigern was nest excommunicated by St. (Termanus and the whole 
synod of Lishops, on account of bis marriage with the heathen 1'rinco^ 
Itowona.- Ills crimes; and follies had rendered him so m.ioh an object 
o( detest a : ,i e,, among tiie people, that in the year 40! a General A,-™,- 
bly of the lintfsh blares was convened by the nobles of London 3 On 
this occasion \ ovligern was upbraided as the author ol all (he country'- 
calamines, a.nd the erown being t.ahen from his head was placed on that 
of his son Vortimer.' The uepnsed King was then sent as a prisoner 
nit.) Wa^es, and Rowena, who had been also made captive, was confined 
in the Tower of London. The object of this severe treatment was to 
prevent any children of her's in future aspiring to the throne, to the ex- 
clusion of the issue of Vortigcm's first wife; for Rowena, at the time of 
her imprisnnuient, was expecting to become a mother, and shortly after 
gave lin-th to a sou. 6 This was a cruel reverse of fortune, but liowena, 
ooos not appear to have possessed acute feelings; beautifui as an amod 
as she is represented to have been, her character 'does not pt-^ent n- with 
any of the gentle virtues which adorn the sex, except, indeed, the per- 
sisting oi a determination to adhere to the fortunes of her own fa.udlv, 
which owed its aggrandisement to herself, may he considered as one of 

Hengist, after learning the imprisonment of his daughter and her 

husband, had to arm hin>e!f against, the united forces of the 1'iets. Scoi- 
and Britons, who, headed by Vortimer, fought four battles; in One of 
which Hor,a, on the side of the .Saxons, and Cat.egriu, bmtlicr of Vorti- 
mer, were siain lighting hand io hand,— n proof of the snimesitv which 
tired the nv;.! chiefs. 1 llcngisL during the interval, spared neither age 
tier sex, burnt public and private edifices, slew the priests at. tin: foot of 
thcir_all;irs, and even nobles and bishops were sacrificed to bis indigna- 
tion. In the end, however, fortune favoured Vortimer, end the ^ayoi;- 
wit.li lfcngist, were forced to fly from the kingdom. Ihiriio- the <dx or 
seven years which followed, t.ho iJrmsh Kin/ employed himself in the 
restoration of Christianity, and rebuilt, the churenes "which the Pagans 
had destroyed. 5 At the cud of that time his life fell a sacrifice to" the 
artifices of Rowena, who had bribed one of his attendants to poison him ■' 

aijme of thl - ^ )■■«»>'« "f ihis dangerous beauty's life had been passed 
_ ' Won-u-r, Scott. This scene is supposed , have taken place at .Au.ln-esboiw- 
::: U il -Lire, a„,.t the great massacre of the linens, at SJ catenae, out : ; :c : ,ua" 
nana dispute uu this point, ' 

■ Roger of Weudovcr. ' Warrington, Scott. ' Fordun 

' Boger of Wendoser. > Speed. Hume. 

' Howel. • Fordun, Brut. Tysilio, Howel. 
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in prison, 1 but i* would .seem Ihat this confinement was not very vigorous, 
owing to the generosity of the disposition of Lor step-son. 

Rowena was anxious to recover her lost power, and reflecting what dis- 
asters Yorl.imor had caused tin.: Saxons in Kngland, — that she was herself 
a captive, her hus.hand deposed mid in prison, and her father a fugitive 
from his possessions, she determined to procure (,he death of the royal 
Vortinu.T. To this step she was led by her father's insUgalions, and, it 
is thought, with the connivance of her ird'atnulcu husband. 

Rowoua. employed as her agent on (his occasion a young man, alten- 
dant on Yortigcm, whom she engaged in her service by the promise of a 
great reward. The event is thus recorded : ! — " Ihsguiscd as a gard:-ner, 
the Queen's emissary appeared one morning before the King, when he 
was f.yking the air in his garden, and presented biiu with a nosegay of 
(lowers sprinkled with poison.''' As soon as Vortimer was sensible of its 
effects, and V'ereeivod that bis death was inevitable, be called the nobility 
into his presence, and exhorted them to a manly defence of their country, 
lie made it his last request that they should erect bis sepulchre on the 
seashore, on the spot, where the Saxons wei\; accustomed to land. Some 
say that his tomb was prepared during his lifetime, at the entrance into 
Tbanet. ibe scene of their last fatal struggle, in which Yorlimcr was the 
1 ' 'lie monument was called J, apis Titulo, in modern 
However the King directed that bis remains 
1 therein, under the impression that the imago and 
relies of a dead wairrior would inspire the same terror he bail infnsed 
when alive. For some reason not assigned, the Britons disregarded this 
recjueat, and interred (he heroic prince at Caor Ludd, or London. 4 

Perhaps some of the British nobles were prevented from complying 
with the last wishes of Vorlimoi', by the influence of j.iuwena, who no 
sooner found that her scheme bad answered all her hopes, than she con- 
trived, by flattery, to persuade the nobility ro re-establish her husband upon 
the throne. This step was decided upon in a general (■nutieil of state; and 
as soon as Vortigern was again made King, he sent into Germany, desiring 
ITengist to come over secretly, with a few atieuuants, lest if he came in any 
other manner, it. might cause the Britons to rebel. — -A. D. 461. The machi- 
nations of jdowena were thus far successful ; her husband bad recovered bis 
crown, she was again aQneeu; ami her infant son, who bail been born during 
her solitary sojourn in the Tower, was acknowledged the heir to the kingdom 
of Britain. Under this promising aspec:. of all'airs for the Saxons, lien- 
gist was encouraged to set sail for Britain, wii.h three thousand armed 
followers. 3 If the departure of her father had made l!owena "sad," as 
the historian informs us, 7 his return must have filled her heart with joy. 

' Scott. 

1 Evans's Mirror of Puso A.ncs, from an ancient MS. ' Warrington. 

' The following authors are an a aim on- in believing Vorlinoiv to bare been poi- 
Bniifid: — .Kvans ("Mirror," p. 10(1); Verstegan, c. 5. p, 1^0; tabian, p. 7ti ; 
Matthew Westminster, p. 120. 

; Warrington. Laiiiihorno says that no children were born to Vorlii'cru by 
Rowena. 

1 Fordun. ' Tanner. 
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llcngist now asserted his friendship for Vortigern, and his desire to sup- 
port the claims of his own grandchild, the son of Bowena, whom he feared 
mi>;M. he slain hy the Britons, imd who, Vortigern being aged and infirm, 
iimt unlikely to have more heirs, hud the ouk claim to the throne. 

The weak ami superstilious Vortigern is sidd to have cousuhed Merlin 
as to l.hc fate of himself and his son hy lioweua, and received for answer 
that they should be burnt to death by "Other and Ambrose. These 
prinoes had a prior claim to Vortigern on the British throne. Their 
brother Coustaus, who had entered a monastery when a child, was, by 
Vortisern's contrivance, brought thence, oh the death of Constantino, h:s 
royal "fiit.hev, to assume the crown,— A. D. 448.' Vortigern had after- 
wards caused him to be murdered, and seized en the vacant throne, to 
the prejudice of the junior princes, Uther and Ambrose, who, it was sup- 
posed, ik-d for safely into Brctagne. 2 This, however, was not the ease, 
for Ambrose was detained in Britain hy his mother; and is known ah.tr- 
wards as. " hhnris Wledig," or " jf.mpovor," the title homo hy his illus- 
trious ancestor, Masimus : this was his Welsh title; the Roman one was 
Ambrose Aurelian. 

After the departure of the Romans from Britain, many private h.eman 
families had remained established here, forming a sort of elan of their 
own. The mother of Ambrose was one of these; her birth was very 
noble, for her parents were said to have worn the imperial purple." but 
the name of her father has been purposely suppressed, though he is 
tailed a lloman chieftain, and of consular dignity. She is accused of 
having violated her vows as a vestal virgin. 4 This, however, seems to have 
been a lielion, invented by the enemies of the mother of Ambrose. Both 
herself and children had been educated hy G niteline, Arehhishop of Lon- 
don ■ and Oil' one ester, the Roman city, is said to have been the scene of 
her espousals to their father Constantine. 

On the death of Coustans. her eldest son, his widowed 5 Queen, drcad- 
ju-v thai, the true! Vortigern 'should aim at the destruction of her other 
ch^dren. had lived in a state of complete seclusion. The young Am- 
brose gave such extraordinary evidence of his mathematical powers, that, 
it was%read abroad as a rumour by the superstitious common people, 
that he was the oJFspring of a demon in human form, who had assoeiatt-d 
with his mother. The (.'jueen desiring to conceal the rank of his father, 
favoured the conceit, and thus the youth early obtained the name of 
Merlin, "the Magician." 6 

Vortin-ern had, by the advice of his nobles determined to build an im- 
pregnable fortress in Huowdon, and collected the uccesary materials to 
aeeuinpUsh his design. To his surprise, these all disappeared in one 

: CoiiPtiiiLliris, son «C .Salomon, Kin- of Arvnoritis, was eleeied anil crowned at 
Saloesire, a. i;. i;y.i.—U'f:>ffre.i; of fc.'mWi, Ihlitulted. 

' Turner. * Bede. " Nennius. 

> The emissaries of Vortiircni. enli-iiiu?- the b^lehambcr of ynung Coiisiaris. cut 
.-.If his lu:u.t, Mi-el Kvr.ij.i u. bieeum;- to Vyi-ti^ni, who, ni^eine tki; iiriuti.-l hor- 
ror ami asrov.hhnitoii,, immeiliatelv ore'ered ilm deaths of the murderers! His 
nest act was to a?saim: the resell power. — Warrington. 

' J,ali"ho: n':i Chruaiiam. 

16* 
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night. On consulting with his wise men as to the cause, they told him 

tin; buildmg would never staml unless it was sprinkled with the blood of 
a child who was bom without a father. Tin: country was searched fur and 
wide, when a cluster of boys at play were overheard to charge one of 
tliviir cenripariioLiH witli being an "link 1 got ten knave." This child was 
the Merlin of whom we have been speaking, and who, with bis mother, 
was instantly brought, into the presence of the royal Vortigern, his great- 
est enemy. 'The Queen was forced to keep tip her deceptive story, hy 
owning the youth the offspring of the being of supernatural powers; anil 
Merlin was sentenced to be sacrificed, In this cruel emergency, the wis- 
dom of the boy was the means of saving his life. Ho confounded all 
the wise men of Vortigern by his (picsriuns; ami having explained why 
Vortigern had failed in his erection of the castle, by founding it on a 
morass, had the good fortune to be set at liberty. Merlin obtained great 
reputation hy the circumstance alluded to, and many prophecies were 
afterwards imputed to him, the repetition of which was forbidden, in 
after-days, by the Council of Trent. 1 

When Vortigern, desirous of learning Ins future destiny, and that of 
the son of liowenn, appealed to the royal prophet, he received the an- 
swer which sincerity alone could have dictated,— a quality for which 
Ambrose Aurciian was ever remarkable, ami distinguished by it from his 
onnmiporary chieftains.' This excellent prioce was afterwards leader 
of the Britons against the Saxons ; s his valour is said to have been equal 
to his modesty, and the latter was conspicuous in so [earned a prince. It is 
particularly stated that he was skilled in mathematics and astronomy; 1 
iind to him the town of Ambresbury, in Wiltshire, owed its origin. 

The British nobles had, on the arrival of so many armed warriors, 
under Hcngist, felt very indignant, ami prepared for war. Uoweria in- 
formed her father, as usual, of what was to be expected ; who sent to 
Vortigern, offering to retain such only of his followers as the King 
pleased; but requested an interview on the subject. 'Thus, under the 
appearance of peace, he concealed the most artful scheme. 

Vortigern is said to have accepted an invitation from Hengist to a 
banquet at Ambresbury, with about three hundred of his nobles ; and on 
this occasion it was, that the whole of (.he followers of the lirinsh King 
were siain by the Havms, and Vortigern himself detained a prisoner. 
Amnng those slain was Vodiuus, who, at Vort.imer's instigation, had 
formerly reproved Vortigern for divorcing his Queen and" marrying 
Rowena." The haughty and insolent King, who is truly described as 

1'ei, merit (from Nftimmsl. ■■ There were two Mywldlns, or Merlins; one the 
i.. mister e.nd archbUhoo of AinbroshiH, win. suti-.i ■(■■:! cd Vortk'oni, anil imi't Slene- 
l:iii:;(- called Myrdiiin Anibrusius, and wln^o skill in hrm-riii;; Hie slnncs frem 
lrcia.ini, obtuiiiisrt him the iijint of Endmiitci'; :md Hie Mv:ddin, or Morvvn. a 
.Urki.ih poiit ajui prophet, eiaitcaipovarj wiili Tuliessin, win) livi'il in the liAlew- 
\i\sc ci'iitio-v, and died in Uardsoy." — Sir 11. Phillips. 

1 Turner. ■ Hume. 

' Gibbon. . Longhornii Clironicon. 
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"neither wise in counsel, uor experienced in war," oppressed by the 
Sbs ilib, and pursued by Aurelius, who took up arms after the death 
of Vor timer, fled fur refuge into Wales, to a castle among the mountains 
of Caernarvon shire. 

The valley of Vortigcm (Nant y Gyrthyrn) is described I 
mouse hollow, to appruaeh which says Pennant, "we ■ ■ '■ 

for a considerable way up tin.: side of the high hill, s 
on level ground, quit our horses, b'aucy cannot frame a plaee more lit 
for a retreat from the knowledge of mankind, or more apt to inspire one 
with full hopes of security from any pursuit- embosomed in a lofty 
mountain, on both sifh:s bounded by stony steeps, on which no vegetables 
appear, but tlio blasted heath and stunted gorso ; the hind side exhibits 
:i most tremendous front of black precipice, with the loftiest peal; of the 
mountain Eist soaring above ; and the only opening to this secluded spot 
is towards the se:i, a imttiicrn aspect, where that chilling wind exerts all 
its fury, and half freezes during winter, the few inhabitants." ' 

Nenniua places the scene of V or ti gem's retreat near the Teibi, in 
Cardiganshire; but (say* Pennant) "I believe that the historian not 
only mistakes the spot, but even the manner of his death. His life had 
been profligate, the monks, llierefore, were determined that he should not 
die tin: common death of all men, and accordingly made him perish with 
signal marks of the vengeance of Heaven." The guilty monarch was, it 
is "said, destroyed in the castle wherein he bad taken refuge, by lightning, 
together with the rest of the inmates; or else they were burnt to ashes, 
together with the structure itself, by the contrivance of the .Britons." 
Pennant proceeds thus with his description of the spot: " Just above the 
sea is ii high and verdant natural mount, but the top and sides worked 
by art. The first flatted, the sides marked with eight prominent ribs 
from top to bottom. On this might have been the residence of the un- 
fortunate I'rince, of which time has destroyed every other vestige. Till 
the beginning of the last century, a tumulus, of stone within, and ex- 
kTUaby covered with turf, was to be seen here; it was known by the name 
of Bedd fiwrtheyrn. Tradition having regularly delivered down the 
report of this having been the place of Vortigem's interment, the in- 
habitant of the parish, perhaps instigated by their minister, Sir. Hugh 
Roberts, a net-son of curiosity, dog into the cairn, and found ill it a stone 
coli'm, containing the bones of a tall man. 3 This gives a degree of credi- 
bility to the traoition, especially as no other bones were found with it,— 
no other tumuli on the spot ; a proof, lit least, of respect, to the rank of 
(lie person, ana that the pluee was deserted after the death of the royal 
fugitive about the year 4tjO." 

ttoweua's history is littled noticed after the seclusion of Vortigern. 

■ The glen is tenanted by three fmui'ies, who mine oats, ami keep a f'tiv,- fut- 
ile, sheep, jiiid gu.n-, '.nit seem to have great aillieulty in getting their little pro- 
duce to market— Feasant. 

' Howel. "Kenuett'srarocln.i! Antiquities. 
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That she survived her husband, and sl.il! persevered in her feelings of 
resentment against the JSri terns, was believed, since she k accused of the 
de:^h of Ambro.se Anrclian, who is said to have been poisoned, in revenue 
for Ins share m her husband's death; "for she was very skilful in the 
art of poisoning." 1 Some writers, however, ascribe th'o deed to ]>-i«- 
ueritius, brother of Vortimcr, who would be his rival for the crown ; and 
a Ibivd account represents the philosopher King to have been *biiii in 
battle, fighting against his Saxon foes, and states that Stonehengo was 
erected over the spot where his remains were deposited, or else to com- 
memorate the slaughter of those noble Britons who were m.^sacn d by 
the Saxon Hengist. 2 

' Oliver Matthew's Abbreviation of divers most true and ancient Britannic 
Chronicles, &o. 
' Howel, Med. Hist Ang, 
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Tim beauty (if the I.Lree Guonevers — Parentage nf Arthur's first Quoen The 

Ka:-| :.if Cjrniviiii— Tbiiaiiel tViisf.lt i! r.w\ bed- -I'lVier !':■.« 'l'eri-1 ;..lu, iiti.l lii- jijs 
for Igwerna— The Mcriins— Goj.deis and \u>: wife- -1't.lier marries tho widow 
of Gorolois — 'Birch of Arthur — The O'lnet — I'ldidiv^em — Love of Arthur for 
his wife— She is tarried olV'aytlie Duke of Senior, et— (Vor.fmed at Glastonbury 
— The- Abbot obtains Lor release — Phis licconnnmies Arthur in an expedition 
against the Scuta— First of the Twelve Eattles— Guenever taken prisoner- 
She dies at Ciistle Ihiiiijiir- ■ Tomb of tluenever and her maidens. 

The three Queens of Arthur the Great, the poetically-immortal adver- 
Sary of the Saxons, writ alike i-yniarkubla for their personal beauty, and 
for being honored with the name of Guenever, most probably in addition 
to some other appellative, and in reference to their pre-eminent loveliness. 
That they were, as some writers have imagined, but one individual, is 
clearly an error; as not only does their history, on careful ox am matron, 
connect itself with the three successive portions or epochs of the life of 
their warrior-lord, but their parentage was different, and the place of their 
interment dissimilar, In giving them a place among the Queens of Eng- 
land, the opinion is followed of those authors who state that they wore: 
three separate princesses, hearing the name of Guenever, who, in turn, 
shared the regal honours as Queen-Consort. 1 

Every one of the many different readings of the word Guenever 5 has 
reference to beauty : it expres.-os " white as silver." A dazzling white- 
ness of skin, produced by the humidity of the climate, is said to have 
been a striking characteristic of woman in Britain at all times. "With 
her complexion ruddy, eyes blue, her hair long, and of a yellow colour, 
suffered to flow carelessly over the shoulders." The sex is described as 
; ' tall iu stature, stately and dignified in manners, and in personal strength 
and vigour of mind so nearly approached to that of man, that s_oficr sen- 
timents ofii.'ii .subsided, and made way for respect and awe." 

High birth was intimated by the addition of Gwen, Vren, or Bren, to 
the name of any person. Eight .Scottish monarchs bore the denomination 
of Eugenius, or Huganus, — the Owen, or Ocneus, of the Welsh, Eveuu.s, 
or Eneas. The woman's name which corresponds is (iwonusj 3 the same 
as Venus, the goddess-mother of that hero jEneas, from whom the 
British kinjis, as late as Henry VII., pretended to derive their descent. 
We are expressly told that Arthur's first wife was so remarkably beau- 
1 Liingliornii Chron., Lewis's Hist, of Great Britain. 
1 Camden. See Life of Gwenissa, p. 9?. * Ibid. 
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tiful r.s to ev,cel ;ill tlic other ladies of Tiiifsin ; on which account she was 
called Gwitine, "a word, in the Welsh tongue, signifying fair." 

This beautiful Queen of the Britons was cluughrer of O017t.ua, or 
(xwryd Gwent ; ' though some go further a-field, and say that, her father 
was king of "Biscay. J She was of 1'ionian descent, and had been edu- 
cated, up to the time of her marriage, by Caditr, Duke of Cornwall, who 
was her near relative. 8 Arthur, Lining established peace, married "a 
I'ayro ladye, and a gcnlel. that- Cador, the Karl of Cornwall, had long 
since nourished in his chamber." We are not exactly told that Cuou- 
ever was crowned, but that she was "made Queen; 1 ' therefore she no 
doubt enjoyed the honours of being consort of Arthur. 

Guenever, it seems, was brought up from infancy by Cauor, Duke of 
Cornwall,' 1 called " her near relative." Cador was son of Gomlois, Duke 
or Earl of Cornwall, by jgwerna, the mother of King Arthur, and his 
" own t hti ml a-," or residence, was the famous Tintagel Castle, iu 
Cornwall. 

This castle, celebrated in romantic annals as the hirt'i-plaeo of Arthur 
himself, thus anpears to have been the abode of his Queen during ehild- 
hood. Carew describes the Oastie of Tintngel thus : — " Half the build- 
ings were raised on the continent, and the other half on tin island, con- 
tinued together, within man's remembrance, by a drawbridge, but now 
divorced, by the dowucfaln. Steele elilles on the farther side, which, 
though it shut out the sea from its wonted recourse, hath jet more 
strengthened the island ; for in passing thither, yon roust first descend 
with a dangerous dee!y;iii:g, and then make a worse ascent, by a path, 

:l Bing. Brit. Canton says, she wis his own cousin,—! fact corroborated by 
Stowe. 

' Before Athenian's time, the Earls of Cornwall retained the tir> of Duke or 
King: that monarch auiicjied it. 1.0 his ci'own. but allowed toe Duke or Earl the 
privilege 0:' royal jurisdiction tunl crown right, tins giving of libr-ij.y to send 
burgesse-j to pimkiineiit, ami ayipointing a stiorill', admi-af, a.nd oilier officers, 
which continued in the duchy li!l D-17, when the I'in-lisimont setDcd the duchy 
on the eldest son of the king cf Eneluti i, at the tiinc when Edward [.lie llbu-k 
Prince was created Duke of Cornwall. 

The oiliest, son of the King of England is horn Duke of Cornwall, in respect, to 
which lie is of age it, the very day of his birth, so ti.s to obiini ii\iii£ a:i;l .-.eiiiue; 
of the said dukedom. This, however, was first settled on the King's o'llcst son 
by Edward til. ; and it is to be observed thai, it. dues not descend by virtue of 
that monarch's grant (0 [lie heir of tlic crown of England in general, hut to tha 
son, anil him lint livst-begotten son tit" tin; King, Si) Itiehard do ISourdetuu, son 
of the Plack Prince, who died widiont coining to the crown, was not Duke of 
Cornwall ijy birth, but. was created so by charter; nor was Henry VIII., after 
the death of Ms brother, Prince Aril, or, Duke of Cornwall, because he was not 
the eldest-corn son. .Sir Walter Polcieh intimated the settled revenue of the 
Prince of Wales, arising from the mines in CorTiwfi.ll, at, £'20,000 sterling. 

The Haris of Ceniwai: made Laimeeston Castle. Liskearii, liostormcl, ami Mo- 
ves!;, at dilhreui times their place of ahoiic ; bul since Edward 1 It's time, wlicu 
Tretnatoii Came into their possession, loose residences cease. I to be made use of, 
and fell into decay and ruin. The ancient ihilish dialect was spoken in Corn- 
wall till the time of Henry VIIT., when die introduction of the English liturgy 
pared the way for its disuse.— Mayna. Brit. 



thy Google 



GTJENEVER.I. 191 

through lii ^ sl.Jeiileucss occasioning, and through Lis steepness threaten- 
ing, the ruine of your life, with the filling of your footo. At the top, 
two or throe terrifying steps give you entrance to the hill, which sup- 
plied pasture tor f-lioisjie and couyea; upon the same I saw a decayed 
chappell. Under the island runs a cave, thorow which you may row at 
full sea, but not witLout a kind of hovrour at the unoonthnesse of the 
place." Norden more particularly describes (.lie island as being "by a 
very narrow, rocltye, and wynilmge wave up the steepe sea-dyHc, under 
which the sea-waves wallow, and so assayle Die foundation of the ile, as 
may astonish an unstable brayne to consider the pei-ill, for the lens" slippe 
of the foots sendee the whole body into the devouring sea; and the 
worst* of all is highest of all, nere the gate of entrance into the hill, 
where the offensive stones so exposed hang over the head, as while a man 
respccl.ei.il his footinge, he iiidaimgeis his head, and looking to save the 
head, inuaunaers l.lic footinge. According to the old proverbe, ' He must 
have eyes, that will scale Tiutagel."" 

Secluded and wild as was this spot, the rumour of the charms of the 
fair Igwerna, mistress of the cas'le, bad spread far and wide, and tad 
reached, among others, Uther Pen-Dragon, " the Terrible," the reigning 
Prince descendant of AscJcpiodat.us, the famed Duke of Cornwall, who 
was contemporary with St. Helena. 

Uther, who had just become a widower, is said to have first beheld 
Igwcrna.,' the greatest beauty of her time, at a banquet held in Loudon, 
lie sought, without success,' to win her regard isy every means his passion 
lit the lad V tied from Lis importunities, and, with her 
husbai-ah'Cbjrolois, returned to Tintagd Castle, whither she was pursued 
by Uther in disguise. The magical skill of Merlin 3 was called to his 

' Magna Brit. Norden says that most of the buildings were in ruins, hat by 

the view annexed to. this accouni, it apin.-urs that those ra the nnunlimd were 
stumiiin: in liis time. l.elaud says- : " Shep.e new fink within the dun^ei) ; the 
residews of tlie buildings, of the oils-Jo he sere weihorbcton and yu ruine, but it 
hath beue a large tiling." 

s The names of two Merlins are given in die Aneieni. Triad, in conjunction with 
that of Tsliesin, at; the three principal bards et' the isic of Britain: — 

Merlin Ambrose. 

Merlin, the son of JM .-.i-fv:i iMoriir. Silvester, »v (!:i!edoiucviS!. 

And Taliessin, the chief of birds. [Taliosiu, in the sixth century, wrote a 
poem on the lia.ltie of the Trees, which is yet in existence: mid m whieh he 
l.'iPni* tbli words in t.he Ogbiioi, or secret letters ef r.lie Welsh, te iw-es or 
bl-HUth™ ■:'■ trees. Mr. Durees seems te think that this is an allusion to the on- 

Mcihii iiuiu'osfi or the Maeioiun, already nierueiiied in the Life of liewenu, 
was a Dnud ef h'rldsh or Welsh birrh. lUerlh, Silvestris. born in Caledonia, also 
a ceUihriikil jbuid. lived about n century later, aboni o70, r.ml dwell m the ci'y 
of Alchod. The filer that Maui, or Druids, ihvdt i.t the court ef JSrudi, ivhu was 
convened and baptised by St Cohimbo, in K><, proves Unit the tinier In;.! not 
been so eoi.iu'.otoly extirpnied in livilam by the li aus as is ininer.i'! v s.n ■. .•.■■!. 

ETidand-. History of the Druids. j Kodnre'inis tin; Mumlieont, woe reified m 
ritain in the sixth century (.-.. u. 501.1, hud two wives ~- one named Llangwrith, 
and r.he other Oiiuicda. Merlin the Pronhel viis brother of Oaniedn : ae had .10- 

compueeu I'eredarus. vtoaoral of the Vmn-dati, when he nuoie vr.r on I - .1. 1". 

the bio;,', and su also hail liodardius, his Irother-in-lavv, and is thus noticed iti 
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aid, who pourt rayed to the lady, by means of a shadow which he raised 

nil the wall, the form of one who was destined to be tier future husband. 
Uther, at length, disguised as Ccrel-:k deceived riie bcimtai'iil Tgweraa, 1 
and it is said that Arthur was ttie offspring of this, deceit. Same atirile.no 
the story to the policy of Gorelois himself, who desired to eouoeal tits 
wife's frailty or misfortune; hut the fact that Uther was compelled to (be 
anil-ice of representing tier husband, attests the lrul.li and loyal integrity 
of tin:: deluded fair rme. E Not long after fiorolius fell by the hand of 
Uther, and that prince immediately married his widow. 3 

The birth of Arthur took place at Tintagel Castle," a few hours only 
before the death of (iornlois, Ibo event being attended by the appearance 
of a cornet, which Uther beheld at Winchester, and which prodigy was 
explained by Merlin, whom the king had sent for, to denote the hin.li of 
a son, who should arrive at great power; and also of a daughter, whoso 
sons and grandsons should successively enjoy the kingdom of .Britain. 

At Tintagel Castle is yet shown the hall and the bed of King Arthur, 
his way to church, &c. : and in the neighbourhood everything grand, un- 
common or inexplicable, is attributed to him. 5 The author of the Legend 
of King Arthur says : — 

"Of Brutus' blood, in Brittaine borne, 
Kiui; Arthur I am to name; 
Through Olirist.ondnuLc and ll<:;ehyiiesse, 
Well knowne is my worthy faure. 

"An J in the OaBtle of Tintagill 

King Uther mee begate, 

Of Agyana 5 a beauteous la.dye, 

And conie of hie estate." 

Both Guenever and Arthur could lay claim to a Roman ancestry, in 
token of which Arthur bore the celebrated surname assumed first by his 
father Ulher the Terrible— that of Pendrugon, which, iti the British 
tongue, signifies Dragon's (lead. The princes to which this epithet was 
appropriated are spoken of by the poet as 

" Pendrasou Kings of I'tlier's royal rate!" 

(ieoitV y .->(' Monmouth : — "L'i '. then eomns aoutlier from the hall of Kodarchus, 
Kins uf the Caiubri. ki meet tbe c.rirjimr.-.r. who hud married (lanieda, ami was 
iiapoy in a beautiful wife. Him was the sisierof Merlin. And [toaarelms orders 
L'uviufnts, Imwks, hounds, swift steeds, ivnld, shindig gems, and gebkits, wliioh 
(iiiiet-liiu.jiis had curved in the city Higctii. to lie iiruii-hr. aed |.ivm:n1.s ami eii'ers 
them on* by one to the prophet." "'We thus see," says To] mid, translator of lliis 
passa-e, "that Merlin t.lie IViid was no mean person. His sbter GanieLfa was 
joibly married, and he himself, for his vutteinalem, which wns a jn-....]iiinHiit part 
of the Ili'uidieal olliee, received a present which miaht have suited ati eion'Tiir." 
1 Tin-ale's Retrospections. The name of Igwerna, Arthur's mother, si^'ihea 
an eel or serpent, and perhaps ihe famed banner of her husband laid some .dln- 
sior. to the ci ' 



* Antiipaitios of Glastonbury; Fabian, Ituehauari likens the talc to that of 
jupiter and Alemena. 
' Biog. Brit. ; Merlin's Prophecies. * Geoff, of Monmouth. 

: L'uvi.iso, llearne. ' Ibiii. 
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Uther's famous ensign was the picture of a dragon with a golden head. 
The dnijrmi, heino; considered an emblem of destruction, was depicted on 
the lioncm standards of that, epoch, and C flier, desirous of attaching the 
remnant of the Unmans in Tiritain to his interest, adopted the fierce 
ensign to signify his descent from their emperors. The dragon had been 
displayed on die banned of Home in an. exhibition oiveti to the people 
by the Kniperor Gallien, and at the time of Ut.her, similar shows or 
spectacles were common throughout the remotest provinces of the lioiuan 
Empire; in Jirilnin tliey were patronized by i.'thor, and afterwards by 
Ids son. King Arthur.' Cadwallader, their rieseemlrLiit, aflurwiii'ds bore 
the red dragon <m his bmsnor, und floury tiie iSeventb, proud of Ids do- 
seent from (.ho Roman line of pi'incos, followed this example nt too battle 
of I'oswori.iy which brought in the line of Tudor, the ancestors of Queen 
Victoria. 

In spite of all this, the very existence of Arthur bus been questioned, 
though thii son of Henry (he Seventh was named after bini, and many 
ancient writers attest the truth of his history. At the time of C titer's 
death," Ari.hur was only fifteen or idglifecn years of age, and from that 
date, A.D. 516, he reigned for a period of twenty-six years: the people 
be ruled were the Bilures, and be is termed King of Gwejit, 4 then the 
British metropolis of the nation. 

G-uenever the Pair had no children hy Arthur, who, however, is said 
to have "loved her wonder we'l and dearly." 5 

' In the battle between I'ldnioud Ironside and ('.unite, the lied Dragon of Wes- 
sex was unfurled. .1 ! envy III. piaced it as his standicd in Westminster A hl-ny, 
prior to Ms visit there, and feel it eariied before liiin at, Hie battle of Lewes : 
ninl fidivunl III- also cs hi hi led it at. the famous field of Ciussy. — W illiaur,:.te's 
Regul Heraldry. 

'■ This b;u i r.er' el" Henry VII., which afterwards ga.vo vise to the olliee of Rouse 
Dragon anions the heralds, wa.s of white mill at eon silk, in imitation of tlm one 
(';!i"nvil'.-i in- lo.'i used in I lin wars, win; Inn! slu^olsrly enough iiolievod that, nt 
soTiie future |iefirnj, one of Ids nastoiiiy siiotild wear Hie Eiiaush orown The 
ilr;iL : ;on find tiie areyMr.iud were the enpiiorls of the royal anas ..f Homy V II. and 
Henry VIII.: the former, as soon its he been me kit:;!;, having procured a true 
stuti'iuoot of his deseent. from Cmlv/aibider. — Vennaut. 

Juliana. Homers -:iys diet Arthur bore " three dragons, and over th.it another 
shield with three crowns." 

Another national emblem, thc.lck. Is said to hnvc been first used ut tins enoch. 
In the lays of 1-Ciiii^ Ardoir, St. David [uncle of Arthur — ho was Archbishop of 
Mcaevia'] won a meat, victory over the Saxons, having ordered every one of Ins 
-others to ulaee a ieek io his can. for tiie sake of 'listinetion ; in nieiiiory where 
of, the Welsh to this day wear a- leek on tiie i'nst of March." — Wabiole, 

-'I like t-io leeke above ali heroes ami tiav.-ersi 
When first we wore the same, the (add was ours. 
The leeke is white and (trcene, vvhere'iy is luent. 
That ISrii.taines are both stout and eminent. 
Nex.1 to the lion and the unicorn, 
The leeke the fairest emblevin that is worne." 

Earldm XS., 1977 
Utli.-r is said to liave died from drinking the water of a noisoued weil. 
' Dr. Borlnse, llowel, Kipias, ISuehannn, Hearne. * Caxton. 
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A strange event is on record as having called forth the affection and 
course of Arthur in his wife's behalf. Melvasius, Duke of Somerset, 
had by stratagem succeeded in carrying off the Queen from her husband, 
and kept hot confined during the space of a year, in a castle near Glas- 
tonbury. As pood as the brave and injured King discovered the place of 
Guenever's. concealment, ho hastily collected his 'friends iu Cornwall and 
Devonshire, and besieged the dbdoyal prince. While, however, one party- 
was assaulting the lown, and the other defending it, the monk, headed 
by the Abbot of Glastonbury and Oildas Alban'ius, fearing tho conse- 
quence of this intestine discord, entered into the midst ef'rhe contest., 
and persuaded Melvasius to restore Guenevcr to her husband. For their 
successful mediation on this occasion, the monks were rewarded by both 
parties with a gift of oousidcra.ble territory. 1 

Gneuever afterwards accompanied her husband in an expedition against 
the Soots. On this occasion Arthur fought the first of the twelve famous 
battles ascribed to him, which Look place" on the hanks of tin: riynr Dal- 
las, iu Lennox : 2 he four times encountered his foes in the same locality. 
In one of these fierce singles "20,000 Piels and .Scots were slain ou 
cue s:do, and 30,000 Uritons on the other; 3 so great was the slaughter, 
that the river was dyed with the blood t ll slain wb ] I i 

borne down its banks with the stream to the sea. Next day the Ihalish 
camp was rifled, and many rich spoils taken. Among the prisoners was 
Queen Gneuever, wife of Arthur, with a great number of ladies, her 
attendants, and other gentlewomen. All the booty was divided by lot 
among the conquerors ; the captive queen and her 'maidens, with several 
noble prisoners, and much spoil, fell to the share of the l.'icls, by whom 
they were conveyed to Angus, and secured iu the Castle of Dunbar, a 

1 Lfinghorae'a Chron,; Turner from Onradoe a.p Llancarvon. a Stowe. 

* lioiiu.-h ('■:!, by mistake, places tli:s eni;aj:.eine.ni in 5-12. lie says it was foiedit 

or: rl,,. t;:iii!,ir the Humbcr; and that in it "both Arthur and Modrod, iiis nephew, 

Aspatri.a ia a leap: = tra Ss iiuf; vilh.ee, standing on the ridge of a hill. In re- 

moving iIli> ivivt.-i ..fa barrow whieh so,,.i ,,ii „ rl,,,? ;,■,„„ i, 81l j:,,,| i;,. ;i .. IIL in]; 

about I •.■■■,, hundred Y:,ni,j northi of the villaee, ia the year iT'.lO, a loi a skeleton 

was fouii-1 m a. -on of rude chest, or ki-i.iacn. formed Lv two Urea: choie-stones. 
at each sine and one at ea.eh end. '['lie skelet.ua measured seven feel, from the 
head to the uncle-hone; the feet were u.:,:aved and rotted oil', and Ihe lh-i- I. ones 
so,,n mouh«:vo,i on exposure to die air. Do Ihe left side, near the shoe kit,,-, was 
a bread sword, live feci in length, the -mud of which was elegantly iniaid with, 
tloiveis: on the rijrhi side lay a. dirk, or da-ccr, one foot uii a hall' in lei, -in; 
the bandit! appeared to have i.ieeu sail, I ie 1 with silver, l'arl of a piid lilaca, or 
heckle; an ornament for the end of a belt, a piece of which adhered to it'; a 
broken hatlio-uxe ; a hit. shaped like a modern suallle; and part of a. spur, were 
ah,; ,li-e.-,ve:cd here. (Hi tin: stones Unit enclosed (be west side of iho kistvaen, 
were various tie.ures. rudeiy sculplured, hut nnnoipaky represeuiiue. eire.es. huv- 
ine a cress within cadi reliel'. The leaiamd antiquary, llavmmi iiuoke. llso.. 
from ivhese account these particulars are extruetod, was induced to sopoose. from 
the above emblematical ,h:iinoo lions, that the person here dvposin:,! *:[■■ iiilevrcd 

seen after (lie dawninj ,,[' Christianity; ;i. n d also to infer, tiv i .,■:, , -, mi- 

contain, :d i:i his sepulchre, that he was a chieftain of eonsidera.ble rank. This 
'"' "isideied the tomb of Arthur, —Jiiittun audlirayley. 
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pL-loe (if great strength, where they remained in confinement the rest, of 
(heir lives/" The ill-fated Queen did not long survive^ this sad stroke 
of foci una ; she died at I'astle Thmbar, and w;is buried in the fields of a 
town called Megio, in the county of Angus, 2 about tea miles from Dun- 
dee. 1 Arthur is said to have in person attended the funeral obsequies of 
(Tueuevor, over whose remains a sumptuous tomb was afterwards erected. 4 
The ladies who Had shared her captivity were, at their death, interred in 
tombs placed around that of their Queen and mistress. The tombs of 
Guenever and tier maidens were yet pointed out in the days of Il;-.Iiii-hd; 
lis that historian relates, and from him we learn that a story was current 
even then respecting the sepulchre of the Queen, viz., that if any woman 
should chance to tread upon it, she would remain barren, as Guenever the 
Queen herself had been. "In con sequence," says Laughurue, 6 "the 
women regard that monument (if antiquity an a pestilent place, not. even 
venturing so much as to look upon it, not only fearing the tradition for 
t.iietnsc'.v'os. but. leaching the same to their daughters, and bidding them 
also to beware of its influence," 6 

■Scott. "Unpin. ! Seott. * Ibid. 

1 Langhorue place? ths ilciith hi' Guenever 
the Saxon King of Kent, died ; but Arthur < 
iug to general history. 

1 Langhorne, Hector Jiuetius, Hotmalied. 
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J 5 c-j s i = j 1 ff'S(iii:ips of Guenever, i:Jri,r.r nhtur "f TJ trier :;n Cmimva!, nt Carlisle— Ar- 
thur's Chamber— The Round Table -The Kn^ht.i— The wilt— The minstrels— 
Their accomplishments— Tlic lady in her hmvp.r— The sweet key of Gwyoedd 
—Customs at feasts- -firaiukur cf Arthur— Arllmr a Christian — -Arthur and 

Guenever in Brittany— The l-'uivy MorniLca— '['lie Ooviinoliou at Caerleon 

Concourse of Kings tluern.'ver and the White r'ij'Kiti — Circat c lire monies — Du- 

bricius struck with the vuiuT.y nf lvurliily {.■.-,■.-! ini.i>iii- — R^i.ires to a oell— -Arthur 
desires to be buried beside Guenever. 

Tht: bridal festivities of die second Queen of Arthur, who bore the 
same name as bur predecessor, that of C ueijcveiv wirro (mslined to form 
the theme of many a fjujiiiU ami courtly lutllntl, familiarly known in 
modern times. Tbis Guenever, who was daugh'.er of THher ap Otdaw- 
gul, was united to Arthur at Carlisle, whore might ha scan as lata as the 
times immediately preceding the Coiujuest, an am'mnt bui'iiing, situated 
near the Church of St. Uuthbert, dcnonihmud Arthur's Chamber, sup- 
posed to have been pa.st of the mansion of the .British monarch. 2 The 
following lines from tbe ballad of the Marriage of Sir Gawaiu, allude to 
Guenever ;— 

" King Arthur he lives in merry Carlcile, 

And i.eeincly is to see ; 
And there with him Queen Ccnever, 
Yt bride so blithe of blee. 
"And there with him, Queen Genever, 
Yt bride so bright, in bower ; 
And nil his barons about him stoode, 
Yt were both stiff and stoure. 

" King Arthur welcomed them there right all, 
And Genever, his rjueene, 
With all the Knights of the Round Table, 
Most seeme'ly to be seeue." 

The date of these second nuptials of Arthur is given as 511 ; the battle 
of liannesdown Hill, which overlooks the vu'.e of Ball], having been 
fought immediately before. 3 As this, the twelfth battle fought by Arthur 
again.-t llic Saxons, was crowned with victory, tin; Kins, desirous of com- 
memorating tlia occasion, hod established that famous order of knight- 

' Lnu;;":; erne's Chron. 3 Eritton and Brnyley's Cumberland. 

1 Langhorue, Howel, Camdon, Stowe. 

(196) 



doy Google 



GDENEVEB, II. 197 

hood whose members were designate.! Knights of tbi? Hound Table. 
The motto assigned i.o rlie order was characteristic of an ancient, Briton: 
■' t-prcad be my board, round as t.lie horizon, mid ample as my heart, that 
there may be no first or last; for odious is distinction, where merit is 
equal." ' The number of these knights whs limited to twenty-four, the 
King iiimself making the twenty -fifth. 2 Lothaire, husband of Queen 
Anna, Arthur's sister, was the first knight, created hy Arthur ; 5 a rre.at com- 
pliment to Iks brother-in-law, who is described ris '' a worthy prince, hardy, 
bounteous, manly, and right chivalrous." The creation of similar order.-, 
on occasions of public rejoicing, had been customary from the earliest 
periods of our history; and several cities, among which niiiy be men- 
tioned Windsor, have laid claim to being the scene of ihe eaiiies! inves- 
titure of this order. At Winchester, which dispuies i.iie point with \\";nl- 
sor, there tuay yet, says Evans, be seen " King Arthur's Hound Table,''' 1 
hanging in the great hail, where the Saxon kings were subsequently 
accustomed to Itoid their feasts; this hall is supported by ma.rhle pillars, 
and is in the King's House, on the west side of the city of Winchester. 
The table, which hears the name of the monarch, is formed of one solid 
piece of wood, round wdiich are cut several names in the £a_\o>i charac- 
ters, though only one, that of Lancelot, is legible,— a knight who takes a 
prominent, part in the history of tluencvcr. the third of Arthur'.- Queens. 
At Penrith a large eirclo may still bo seen, which, after the lapse of 
centuries, retains the name of King Arthur's Hound Table. It is sup- 
posed that this monarch introduced the fashion of round tables afterwards 
into Gaul, as they became very prevalent in that country, where every 
knight had at hit Lack a squire with his armour in waiting. 5 This royal 
mi lit 117 order seems to have cultivated music; for a tune, called the 
" Prelude of the Salt," a was always played whenever the salt-cellar was 

' Sir It. Phillips. a Leland, Pennant. * Harding. 

* Evans's Notes so Old liallads. When Edward the first conquered Wales, in 
12S-1. lie l-.ij'.d a Round Table, and celebrated his victories with dance and tour- 
nament. The concourse ol' Huglisi btos on the occasion was prodigious, and 

)i it in evens torei »iitis likewise graced (lie assembly with their presence,- ■ I'lmnimt. 

1 Marie dc France, an Anglo-Soriuan poetess of tin; thirteenth century, the 
eontoiapcouit of Henry the Third of Endued, w-mfie famous " lays" are in the 
Rritish MiLsiiuru nineier [.lie llarloiari Collection, So. !)7S, has one. the fifth, 
called "The Lay of Lanval," a knight of King Arthur's Round Table, who, 
beiua; faisely iieeiiMni i.y the Queen of hnvim; iu-iuTeii her beauty, is, by the or- 
ilii-s of Artieir. died for the oi'er.ce at Cardiff, und delivered by a oenenoenl 
fairy, who .;...] ivcys him to the isle of Avalon. There are in all Old verses on the 
subject. M. it Oraiid has translated this lay into prose in his ■- Jj'ubiia.m." 
There is also an amaent English metrical version of it, by Thomas Chestre.— 
Hay' 1 Biography. 

- Salt was, from the curliest times, hiehly esteemed, and admitted into reli- 
ed ■ins cure 1 ik. 1 lies. As 11. mark of leu is lie ami friendship, jews, Creeps, and lio- 
luiiiis held it sacred. Formerly, on As; easier, Day, the e!d inhabitants of Nant- 
ivieli piuuslv siiuj; a hvmn of thanksjd'inf; "for the bltssing of the brine;" and 
Mr. Pennant, who thiiiks the cusiom'ef fsaxon oriadu, soys " that 11 very ancient 
pit there, called the •Old Drinc,' wusidsc heh.l iL..crcu! veneration, and till within 
these few yours, was aoauiilly, on that festival, bedecked with houghs, f.uwcrs, 
ami garlands, and was tad ruled by ajovia! band of young people, celebrating 
the lciv 1eit.i1 scai; and dance." 

17 « 
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pN'v;;iff mi vn:i!. eppears ft) bo a xmlht, while a p;me on bonded knees, 
otfeis ii cup 'if refreshing beverage, as (lie reward of his minstrelsy. 

The court bard lodged with tin: governor of the palace: the Prince 
was accustomed to bestow on liiiu an ivory chessboard ; the Princess, a 
golden ring. If the Princess called for a song after retiring from table 
tocher own apartment, this bard bad to smg'to her highness in a low 
voice, lest ho should disturb the performers In the half The subject 
was said to be on iha/h (not a very lively theme), but the word is pro- 
bably misinterpreted, unless it was intended, like' the skeleton at Kgyp- 
tiiiu leasts, lo remind the lady of her mortality. 

The marriage-fine of the bard's daughter was one hundred-and-twenty 
pence, her mrptial present, thirty .shillings and her portion three pounds. 
The chief of the musicians was entitled to the marriage-line for the 
daughters of all the inferior musicians or hards of the district, who paid 
twenty-four ponce on their marriage; a proof of the antiquity and autho- 
rity of this office. 

The poets and minstrels contended for prizes of skill : at these His'edd- 
fods, or British Olympics, judges were appointed to decide on their 
respective merits. -Although it is probable these assemblies of bards 
were subjected to certain restrictions, there is no instance of sueh Wie- 
the ease before the days of Cadwallader, who died at Rome, a. d. (>S£ 
'■ Oadwallader, it is said, being at one of these assemblies, with his 
nobles, :i minstrel came thither, who played in a key so displeasing, that 
he and all his brethren were prohibited, under a severe penalty, from ever 
playing on it anymore; but were ordered to adopt that of Mwyueu Gwv- 
nedd, or the sweet key of Gwynedd." ' 

There was another custom worth notice, which concerned the bards. 
The nuptial feast being concluded, a Peneerdd, or chief musician, was 
constituted Oyff Cler, and seated in a chair surrounded by the other 
hard; standing, who made him the subject of their merry and ludicrous 
compositions, to raise mirth in the company. lie was that day to make 
no reply, but on the nest he was to divert the hall at the expense of the 



otl y Google 



GUE NEVER II. 109 

inferior bards, and was also to compose a poem upon a subject given Lira 
suitable to bis dignity. 1 

There were tio j . TLi:i-iy dishes used by !he ancient Unions at their feast, 
nor varioua kinds of cookery. "They served up fish, the flesh of tame 
animals, wild-fowl and venison, either boiled, broiled or roasted. Tame 
fowl they never brought to table ; ducks, heus, and g;:0se woo :ndoed 
roared for amusement, but their toolings wore spared the sacrifice oi 
beholding the favourllc bir'l of yesterday a victim on the board of to-day. 
In their kitchens they used spits and earthen pots ; philters formed of 
wood, earth and even pewter, covered their tables. The knives and forks 
of the inmates or gnosis bung at their ginlles, in the same case with the 
darker, tailed by the ancient Scotsman, Jii//'n:. Hide tables were also 
provided, on which might be soon drinking-enps of wood, horn and earth, 
one of silver usually being there also, and someiinies of shell. There 
was a distinction in the mode of placing themselves at the feast. The 
superior* or chiefs of the party occupied a l.:ib'e in the coolie of the great 
bail, -while their retainers siil upon benches raised but a little from the 
ground, and arranged in a circle around thorn ; they wore attended on by 
youth of both sexes. After eating, the chieftain called for a cup of wine 
or ale, and drank to the person who sat on his right hand, and the same 
cup bciie; afterwards iilied to the brim, was passed round the circle to each 
person in succession. Women not only had a place at the festive board, 
but were treated with much honour, and were accustomed to retire, as in 
more modern times, before the other sex indicated any symptoms of the 
effect, of their positions." 2 

Prom many passages in Le Grand's Fabliaux, it appears that tho cus- 
tom of reclining on beds or couches during meals still subsisted, and to 
eat on the same trencher or plate with any one was considered a great 
mark of friendship. At great entertainments, the guests were placed 
two and two, and only one plate was allotted to each pair. Jo the romance 
of Percoforest, it is said, " there were eight hundred knights all seared 
at table, and yet there was not one who hud not a dame or damsel at his 
plate." In the romance of Lancelot du Lao, a lady whom her jealous 
husband had compelled to dine in the. Jdfrk'M, complains, " it is very long 
sioce any knight has eaten on the same plate with me." 1 

A peace of twelve years' duration followed the second nuptials of King 
Arthur. lu this interval ho acquired much renown by his splendour alio 
niMgniiicenoe, and foreign princes sought Ids friendships Norway and 
j.teiieimk uwiiod Ids supremacy, and Arthur si night lo reduce Gaul, iheii 
a province of Home. He laid siege to Paris, and reduced tho city to 
such extremities that Flollo, the governor, offered to meet the King in 
single contest, to decide the struggle, according to the chivalry of the tiny. 
In t.iiis encounter Floilo was slain, and Paris became the property of the 
British hero. Such is the accouut given by our ancient historians. Ar- 
thur, on this, established his court in France, and assumed for the royal 
coat of arms, quarterly, Prance and England. These arms, — afterwards 

'' Mnqikersou. 

' Kippis, Biog. Brit. 
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to !:k.' seen in Glastonbury Abbey, on tin: head of which it wa 
by the King, in divers panels of the wainscot of the abbot's apartment, 
and over the chimneys,— were " vert, a cross bottnue, argent, in the first 
quarter ran' l;U-s-.-,l Lady, V.' Jim our Saviour in licrriii'ht arm, and a. «-(-iiire 
in her left, all or." 1 F 

That Arthur was a believer in the Christian faith, is evident from the 
fact of Lis making a cession of certain of his territories to the Saxon. 
1'rmce Cerdic, on condition of his becoming a Christian.* Lclnnd, who 
describes (he seal of Arthur, which he had himself seen in the Church 
of Westminster,' 1 declares that upon it the monarch appeared holding in 
his right, hand a sceptre with a fleur-de-lis nn the lop, and in his left band 
"orbem cnicu insignitum," < plainly inferring a sovereignty over both 
France and England. 

The successes of Arthur have been described as so wondrous as to 
belong rather to fiction than history, and it has been doubted whether 
Arthur ever held any dominions in ("inn!. However this may bo, tra- 
dition that, ho had such a sway still lingers in Brittany, as 'a modern 
writer tells us, in describing a visit -she puid to Gaerduol, situate in the 
parish of Pleumcur ISodorr, "the lovers of romance will hardly think 
that iaboor lost which places them on a spot so Celebrated in the ebrooi- 
cles of the period as the favourite residence of King Arthur. Here 
[daces and nii.mes surround us, with which the HomnnecS of the Hound 
'la bio have made us familiar, but to which fancy has assigned a locality iu 
fairy-land, ruther than in any veritable portion of the earth's surface. 
Here the hail'-iictiiious personages whoso ad veil lures have iu so many 
forms amused us, and the mystic performers of those deeds which have 
oequeathed to Europe an lieroical literature of her own, have 'a local 
hahiiation and a name.'" 5 "Here it was," says M. do I'Vemor.ville, 
" that Arthur, surrounded by his noble peers, Lancelot, and Tristan, and 
Caradoo, and Yvain, and the rest, held a brilliant court, of which his 
wile, Giieuarchau and the beautiful IJrangwain were the ornament and 
pride." 

''It is certain, at least, as certain as anything can be relating to a, 
period so remote, and at best but semi-historic, that Arthur possessed 
dominions in Ilriti.any as well as in Wales, during the early part of the 
sixth century. In the romances which celebrate his adventures, we find 
him as often in one country as the other." 6 

The reminiscences attached to Caerduel. are not the only ones in this 
neighbourhood which relate to King Arthur, if the antiquaries of this 
country may be believed. -'There is, at no great distance from this 
spot, and just off the coast, a little isle called Agalon, or Avalon. and 
here, as the Bretons most jealously maintain, and not at Glastonbury, 
aicnrdmg to the more generally received tradition, was the tomb of the 
monarch. The well known fable of bis existence in fairy-land, and his 
' Ilearno's Antiquities of Glastonbury. s Dr. Borfase. 

' .Suliicn believe! it a fact tliat Lelanii did see the seal here alluded to. 
■ Selden's Titles of Honour. 
1 Mrs. Trollcpe, in "A Summer in Brittany." ■ M. tfe Eremenville. 
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return nt, pomp future period tn role again ovor his faithfol Colts on either 
side the Channel, a tradition firmly believed by the peasants in some parta 
of Bri^any to the preset) t day. has bi : en explained under the hypothesis 
of his having died in the Breton Avalon in this manner. The fairy 
Murrain, whoso name ought (o be written Morgwen, arid means ' whit.e- 
uessof the sen,' was a Druid priestess living in l.ha.i island. It is known 
that these mysterious priestess usually dwelt on the most wild and 
savage promontories of thin rugged coast, or in the still more inaccessible 
island? which surround it. On thai, shore of the ;s!e of Avalon which 
is opposite to the main land, there are extensive quicksands. ; and the 
supporters of this explanation think, that Arthur's loss among these, 
upon some occasion when his love of the chase, or some other adventure, 
had taken him to this mysterious and sacred isle, was poetised into the 
story of the fairy Morgwen having detained him prisoner in her 
enchanted isle." ' 

Arthur had early distribul ed his possessions on the continent among 
his followers, and Normandy is said to have been allotted to In-door, his 
butler. During the nine years that France is said to have been the 
monarch's residence, he arraup.-d every thing for the preservation of tran- 
quillity in his territories there. At length he returned to Britain, and 
considering some solemn demonstration of power necessary after so long 
an absence", he resolved to bo again crowned, with every possible grandeur 
which such a great occasion could demonstrate. The feast, of Pentecost 
was approaching, when King Arthur called together an assembly of his 
British subjects at Cacrleou, in .'Ljii mouth shire, for tins august ceremony 
to be performed. 

The ancient city of Caerloon or Caorgwent, is described by (liraldus 
(Jambrensis, in his Itinerary through Wales in the year 1188, when he 
attended Baldwin, Archbishop of Canterbury, in his journey there; the 
object, of the prelate not being, as is generally supposed, (he conversion 
of' the Welsh to Christianity, which had boon early established in their 
country, hut that of preaching a. erusa.de for the recovery of the Holy 
Land, which, by the dissetir-ious of the Christian princes, hail lately been 
lost. There can be no doubt, that the description of f.liraidi.ts atfords an 
accurate) representation of the state tif that poieo in the twelfth century. 

"It is called Oncrlcon, the Uity of the .Legions; for ' Cacr,' in the 
British language, signifies 'city,' or 'cas:ie,' and because the Roman 
lesdons which were sent into this island, were accustomed to winter in 
this place, it acquired the name of Oaerlcon. This city is of great anti- 
quity and fame, and was strongly do feuded by the Romans with brick 
wails. Many remains of its ancienl magnificence lire slii.l extant, such as 
Splendid palaces, which once emulated, with their gilded roofs, the gran- 
dour ef Ibaue ; for it. was originally buiit by the Ivuperors, and adorned 
with st;.!ciy edifices, immense baths, temples, and a. theatre, the walls of 

' Mrs. Trollope, "Prom Kuerdiiel," continues the same author, "we walked 

to I'eiios (.!■.;! itc, anil there liriMktastciL ini.l then nrocecilcit to Trecastel. it is 
n very remarkable line of coast lircseiil.in,!-, without any of r.ho grandeur mid 
Mil/.inolv 11!' hieli dill's, a sctaic ef savaue wikhie-s and rue^ed barrenness wliidi 
I hare mrely seen mpuiUed." 
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which are still standing. Here we still see, both within and without the 

wall;,, subterraneous building, aqueducts, and vaulted caverns, and what 
ar.p< arcd t.:, me most remarkable, stoves so excellently contrived as to 



I Caerleon, various antiquities L 
rf many of which a catalogue 



.,t anoiout- eelebniy : '■ The Roman wall, are .till visible. Ijh* tin; faeh- 
siones ln.vc long since been removed for private uses. Near the centre 
of the field, adjoining to the west wail, is the theatre (nr more properly 
the amphitheatre), mentioned by Giraldus. The form of it onlv rem dus. 
no traces of its Wi! :is being discoverable; the diameter of the area is very 
largo, and is bounded wi'h a high circular entrenchment of earth. There 
is very little oxfau! of the castle, which is of a later age; and the beep 
!• rema.rbably lofty. Modern Caei'leun contrasts in a melancholy maimer 
with the grandeur of its ancient state, for it contains scarcely a single 
decent house I" 

Not to modern Caerleon, but to that ancient Soman city which shor.o 
r-splendent in art and grandeur, must the reader transport himself, to 
witness the second coronation of Arthur the Great, the supposed con- 
queror of (iaul, the hero of the ancient Britons, to whom nothing seemed 
impossible. The city was conveniently situated for the concourse whom 
the King had invited thither on (his solemn occasion. Among the royal 
goesi;: are named the Kings of Scotland, North and South W'a.les and 
of Cornwall, the Arch bishops of London, York, and Caerleon, with 
many Britbli princes, besides the Kings uf Ireland, .Iceland.. Gothland, 
the Orkneys, and Norway. 

So great was the splendour of this solemn festival that all the fronts 
of the houses are said to have been laid over with gold in honour of the 
occasion, after the custom of the Romans of that time. The British 
historian, who has handed down to us the particulars of the eventful 
ceremony, remarks, moreover, that " there never were assembled at any 
festival so many men and women of rank; so many steeds, hawks, and 
bounds; nor was there such a display of precious stones, golden vessels, 
and dresses of purple and fine linen, as there; for there was no one, even 
beyond Spain, desinms of distinction, who did not come to partake of the 
genera] satisfaelion. There were also many who, uninvited, came to be 
spectators." ' Arthur and Queen Gueuever were invested with their 
crowns in the following manner ; — 

"When the company was assembled, the three Archbishops were 

wiled u pon to robe the King, and place the crown upon his head; and 

' JI'dir.^Lvi), Geoffrey of Moumi-uili. 
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Dubricius (Archbishop of Caorleon) was appointed in sing the sacred 
service. Arthur, when he entered the church, was arrayed in his royal 
robes, and supported by tin.' other two Archbishops ; and before him went 
four person-!, bearing each a drawn sword, this being Ins privilege as 
general. Tim four persons were — Arawn ap Cynl'arcli, King of Albany ; 
Caswallou iaw bir, King of tlwynodd; Moyno, King of Dyfed; and 
Cador, hand of Cornwall. As he went on, the conventual train, on all 
sides, sung the best poetical compositions to the sound of musical insiru- 
merits," ' 

"The Queen also, on her part, entered the elmreh after him," though, 
according to Geotf'roy of Monmovrh's account, she went to the other 
church, which agrees better with wh;it. is said of the populace running 
from one church to the other. "This, and some other minute circum- 
stances, give to the author of this description the air of one who had 
been a .spectator." '' 

Whether the ceremony was performed in one church, or at the two 
(liffwT.nl odiliecs, it is needful here l.o pursue the narrative of Ty>ili:>. 
G-uenever, according lo his deseviption, ''entered the church after her 
husband, dressed in her royal robes, her crnwn on her head, attended by 
bishops auu jjnrns, and the four wives of the four above-mentioned chiefs, 
each bearing a while p : gcoil in her hn.nd. 3 When she had entered the 
church, the service began, whieii had been composed and set, to music in 
flic best mariner ever known ; and the people ran from church to church 
to listen to the different services. 

" "When the service was over, the King and Queen returned to the 
palace, changed tljeir dresses, and entered the great hall to the banquet; 
An luir and Ins attendan's biting their places a', one end of the bail, and 
ar. the oilier Gwonwltyfar, and the ladies in her train, as it was ihe custom 
for the Queen to do, when the King held a court, and bad guests by 
invitation. 

"When all the company were properly seated, Cei arose, and taking 
with him a thousand men, superintended the distribution and arrange- 
ment of the viands, as jte.lwyr, comptroller of the cellar, with a thousand 
of hia men, did those of the mead, which was served in vessels of gold 
and silver. All these had dresses of yellow ermine. Neither was the 
number or dress of those who waited on the Queen iuferior l.o theirs who 
waited on Arthur, 

" Hence it was that no court in Christendom could vie with that of 
ISrltaiu in rus'oms or regulations. For all the men who attended o:t 
Arthur were in uniform, as were also their wives; and ihe ceremonial 
rules of behaviour were alike to all. And as no female, of any descrip- 
tion, would admit, the addresses of a man undistinguished by military 
excellence, the men were the more valorous, and the women more chaste. 

11 After the banquet, the company went out of the town to see a variety 
of games, and more especially the exercise* with tiie lance; and whal- 

• Chron. Tysilio. * Rev, J. V. Roberto. 

' This see me earlier to have been ;■ part of tile ancient ceremonial, or to have 
'lil'c'l an :ilkisii!i! to the teas; of l'ontecost. 
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, the walla were crowded with female specta- 
icnded her favourite to notice, which caused 

the men to exert their abilities to the utmost. Prizes for the victors 

were also given by the Sovereign, at bis own expense. 1 

"Thus the festival continued for three whole days, and en the fourth, 
these who attended it were gratified by ample presents,— some hy a 
grant of eities or castles, ami others by vacant bishoprieks. And on 
this oceasmn Tuibrieius, Archbishop of Cnerlcou, retiring to live as a 
hermit, surrendered his see ; for, considering how long a, preparation bad 
been made for a festival of three days only, and struck with the perish- 
ahle nature of worldly enjoyments, he resolved to prepare for the eternal 
joys of heaven." 1 

The translator of the foregoing Chronicle of Tysilio remarks, that this 
sentiment, attributed to Dubrieius, whatever be might think of the mode 
be pursued, is finely impressive ; for surely, if transient pleasures require 
Eo much preparation, those which are eternal demand one more serious. 

Although in the midst of coronation festivities, here must we break 
off the records concerning Guenever, the second of Arthur's Queens, of 
whom nothing more has been banded down, than an account of the exhu- 
mation of her remains, which, at her death, were interred at Glastonbury. 
This lady was so much beloved by Arthur, that at his own death he re- 
queued to be interred by her side, a desire fulfilled with fidelity by his 
lifitisb .subjects. 

1 ■ Sump enesTs the while, as varbius likings sway, 
With tables* or with chess hc^uile the day.' 

The Knight mid tin' Sword.—/;™.™ Lai,-!.. 
1 Chronicle of 'J'ysiilo, translated by Itev. P. It. Roberts. 

* Tul.lcs iviik ii L'liHKi i.o.m.l.lir.- H,'.y;,r <.r 1,a,:^L;Mi:inoii. 11:11, chess nti.i 1:i>.l«s ivm-c m™- 
I1..11-I I/. C l<i i* ...HI.! .||... .■■:..■:■, iii ...... :il-.:- j::i:. A r .:.:-.■'- !.■.,:■. i;i:i-.i:u— ■■ 1Vi:'i ., |.v:o: ;it l;.i 

"0 "I'll, i.i' ■ ■ n 1 ..;. ■<■. .'/..■.■.■, ,■■ /■-,., I. -I. r,-,-ii.,. 

i i'e.M : ;. i :;.,..,.. :,■ ;";'.;..,"■ :,..,'■' .... t 'i ra i.™I!Xi» 
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GUENEVER III. 

Guenever, ihiurihtr.r of GosuorunuF— Tlie sisters of Arthur —Curious storv of 
Fedelmia and her friend - ■ The children eiadianized — The invasion— The 
"hag's" visit — ExplimMti.m und sfcrrsy — Change in the manners of Arthur 
and his Court owing to the "t'haiiti princess— Tim eeciiauted mantle— Que nu 
Guenever's disgrace— Sir Crariocke's tiirniijili — The Three ISattlo-Knifrlrt,- of 
Britain— The Three Gil't-Iki-scs -The three Chaste H'mpu- The fatal horn- 
King Mark's Qoe.cn— Tiislan and kcult— Queen Cnci, ever and Lancelot— King 
Arthur's Castle at Camelul— His Courts— The Kin ft" s nephews— Schools for 
British youth— Arthur iniits his Court— '.Uordred's conduct— Battle of Camel- 
ford— M org wenn a unci her maidens -Arilmr's deitth Constantiue's cruelty — 
Guenever retires to Caorlooii— Interred (here— Discovery of Arthur's tomb. 

The third and last Queen of Arthur, like the two former, was known 
by the name of Guenever ; her father was a King of the Pitts, of gignn- 
tit stature, called Gegauranus,' who had also two .sons, P/urstus and Gar- 
nuruus, Kings of Pictland. 2 From this in would seem that, the new bride 
of Arthur was daughter of the King to whom his sister Ada had hem 
married, Anne 3 and Ada, both xt;yy beautiful princesses, the children 
Of Uther Pendragon by Tgworna, we're both married on the same day; 
Anne, the eldest, 4 to Lothairc, King of the Plots, and Ada., the youngest, 
to Gabranus, or Goran us, who ruled ever the Knots. 5 This double niip!.ial 
cere ni ;v iv was performed n.r. London, '' find the princesses won; iiivc-u away 
by their uncle Aurelius Ambrosius. Goranus had been proviuir-dy mar- 
ried to a lady named Tngcauaeh, of whom the following curious story is 
recorded, and which, as it, seems much more likely that she was mother 
of Guenever III., than the Princess Ada, who was Arthur's own sister, 
is here given. 

Eoobaidh. or Eugenius, son of F.ana Oinstdaeb, King of Leinster, had 
been banished from Ireland, by Moll, the monarch, and, wji.h bis consort, 
Pedeiniia, sought an asylum in Scotland, with her friend lii;ieaiiaob, wife 
of Goranus, son of P/omangard. Both ladies were on the point of becom- 
ing mothers, and being brought to bed on the same night, partly for con- 
vetiienee, and partly from regard to each other, had been lodged in the 
same apartment, no other person being admitted to their chamber but 
the fouiaie attendant, who.se presence was necessary on the occasion. 
Fedelmia brought forth two sous; Tngcanaoh only a daughter, and ail 
her children being girls, she had pussiouaicly desired a son. Tins having 
' Langhorne. * Ibidi 

1 Called by Langhorno, Arliiirr's "twin-sister," " gemolla soror." 
' Scott. * Carew, Kippis, Rowlands. ' Ilolinshed. 
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also been the wish of her husband, whom she desired to please, Ingea- 
nach besought her friend I.o substitute one of her tons for the daughter 
to whom she had given birth. The exchange was readily math-, and the 
infant prince received with embraces of affeclion by rugoanach. As soon 
as the Queen's attendants were admitted, and learnt that a prince had 
just, been born, they earned the happy tidings to Goranus, who, unsuspi- 
cious of any fraud, received the infant with the greatest endearments, 
named it Eugcnius in honour of his friend, and treated it as bis own. 

On the. death of Xieil, Kugenius or Eochaidh, returned into Ireland, 
and took possession ef Lcinsler, his mvu pa'rimony. over which he ruled 
for miiuy years. His wife and son, v> bom be. sent for from Scolland, joined 
him there : the latter, who succeeded him on the throne, bad received the 
name of Uraiidubh. 

Meanwhile, Ooranus bad settled the succession upon bis supposed son. 
A.I his death, Kugenius was, therefore, orowued King of (.lie .Scots, with- 
out opposition. No sooner had ho settled his affairs than be prepared for 
an invasion of Ireland, grounding his pretensions lo that kingdom ou liia 
ruyal descend lie landed with bis forces in Leinster, ami commenced 
plundering ihe inbabilauts. lirumlubh, (lieu king, perceiving how incom- 
petent his forces were to contend with (hose of iiis enemy. g;syo himself 
up as lost; and bis despairwas augmented by the Scottish King's sending 
to demand of him a heavy tribute, under the penalty of spreading lire 
and sword through his dominions. At (bis critical juncture, his mother, 
Queen ledehnia, who lived with him, volunteered to go in person to 
Kugenius, having a scheme of her own, by which she hoped to persuade 
him to retire out of the province. On her arrival at the Scottish camp, 
the Queen demanded mi audience of the royal leader. So extraordiniiry 
a request led the King to imagine that [.he* lady was distracted; but ho 
nevertheless acceded to her petition. She then boldly expostulated with 
him upon the subject of bis invasion, represented the cruel havoc he was 
making in Lobster, and bravely inquired what had provoked him to So bar- 
barous and unwarrantable an undertaking, ruigonius, indignant at being 
thus called to account, replied roogbly, that -'it was not necessary for biui 
to answer every old hmj who should ask him questions;" and then ordered 
her to quit the camp. Whereupon h'cdelmia, toid him "that hia own 
mother was as much a bag as her.-elf, as she would soon convince him, if 
he would grant her a private audience, for she had a secret to disclose 
that was of the utmost importance to his interest." The King, who was 
ail curiosity to hear what ,i\\n hud to say, having granted her request, 
Fcdclmia thus addressed him : " Sir, I told you" that your own mother 
was such a, bag as myself, which is literally true; for I am your mother, 
and lirumlubb, the King of Leinster, whom you seem resolved to drive 
out of Leinster, is your own brother; and to evince my honour and 
veracity upon this occasion, [ beseech you to -end instantly to your sun- 
posed mother, the Queen Dowager of Scotland, who, I am confident, will 
assert the truth, and confess that you are my son; only let me entreat 
you toceuse hostilities and outrages upon the province until the messenger 
returns." The astonishment of the King was great at what had been 
revealed by Fedelmia, and so important did he consider the relation she 
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instantly dispatched a messenger into Scotland to 
) would come to liitu into Ireland with all possible 
:; her presence was absolutely necessary illative to the most tender 
cLrcuiu.sti.nce which had occurred to hitn daring his whole lifo. Queen 
]ogeanai.:b complied wil.li the ret.piesr of her sen, and on her landing in 
hi laud was conducted to the camp. The T< i 1 1 li. of Scotland then acquainted 
her with the oooasinn of his message, and the surprising iieeouot. lie had 
heard from the Queen of Lelnsior, and desired she would satisfy him as 
to the truth of the discovery, and dee-hire OH her honour whether he was 
her stiii or not. The lady openly confessed the whole Intrigue between 
herself and the Queen of Neiu.sit.cr, and convinced the King as to the 
fact, of his birth, who desired that tliey would keep the matter secret, lost 
hiss right to the crown should be disputed, and an attemnl. he made to 
prevent, the succession of his family to the throne of Scotland; for if the 
tribe of the lialriada were informed he was not the son of the deceased 
monarch, they would dispute his title, a.nd disturb his government. The 
ladies bound themselves to secrecy; a peace was immediately made, anil 
a strict friendship established with lirandubh, the King of Lehister; and 
.Eugenius, withdrawing bis ibroe.s fi'iim the island, returned into Scotland. 
Very unlike was this Queen to her predecessors in character — for we 
read of Cuenevor II., that no court in Christendom was more remarkable 
for female purity than hers, where the men were brave, and the women 
free from reproach — and no sooner had Arthur become allied to this 
I'ietish princess, than a change look place in the; manners of the court; 
nor does the fame of Guencver TIL herself escape. Not only was Cuen- 
cver unfaithful to her royal lord, but the brave Arthur, the hero of his 
times, who had been so tenderly attached to his two former Queens, 
followed the bad example of his present wife. 

A story is related of an enchanted mantle, the property of which was, 
that none but a modest and pure woman eouid wear it. It was justly 
reckoned one of the greatest curiosities of Britain, and as such is fre- 
quently alluded to by the old Welsh bards. 1 

This extraordinary garment was brought to Carlisle, where the court 
was then staying: it. was the third morning of May. "God speed l.hcc, 
King Arthur/' said the dwarf who exhibited this robe, the pattern and 
nature of which were rare to behold; "and Cod be with thy fair Queen 
Gueuever. I have brought a curious article of female costume, well- 
shaped, and fair to look on, which I wish her majesty to try on ; but it 
has one small fault, — it, will neither keep shape nor colour a moment on 
any lady that, hath done amiss." On this, all the knights in the court 
began lo be in fear for their ladies; but not eo Queen Gueuever, who 
forthwith advancing, boldly seized the mantle, ami threw it at onee over 
her pcr.sou, to make the iirst trial, when, lo 1 says the ballad — 
" From top tu toe it shiver' d down, 

As though with sheers besinukle. 
" One ivliile it. was too long. 
Another while too short. 
And wrinkled on her shoulders 
In most unseemly sort. 
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" Now green, now red, it seemed, 
Then nil of sable hue; 
' Beshrew me,' quoth King Arthur, 
' I think thou be'st not true! ' " 
On which remark, the Queen indignantly casts down the mantle, with 
severe reproaches to her lord, say-insr, as she departs to her chamber— 
" ' I had rather live in desiirte, 
licrmitli tlis jinu-nwtiod tree, 
Tliiin Sieve, IjiJSn k'.iipi-, :i>aeua- lliy groomes, 
The sport lit them mid thee !' " 

Sir Kaye nest called on his lady to essay the wonderful garment: 
' ; Here, put. on this mantle, if l.loiu art inn (went; hut if thou an eaiiliy, 
hide where thou art, come not near it." How did the knights laugh, and 
the ladies titter with mirth, when they behold the mantle shrivel and 
shrink together ! the lady east it from tier, and followed Guenever lo her 
chamber. Another trial was made; but at the first touch, this sensitive 
pirmont. shrunk up " to a tassel and a thread." At last, Sir Cradooko's 
lady made the attempt, and with complete success; for the magic robe 
fell into as elegant arid decorous folds as any matron could desire. Queen 
Guenever, who, from her chamber beheld this, hurst forth into passionate 
exciamatiutis of envy, and, coming down into (lie company, declared the 
mantle had been falsely won; she was thereupon reproved' by the owner, 
who told the King freely, that she stood in need of chastisement, for her 
bold speech and too free carriage. 

"Wartnn was of opinion, that. "the ballad of " The Boy and the Mantle" 
was taken from an old I'Vene'i piece, entitled, ■' l.e Court Munich" opened 
by M. de St. l.'alaye, in his " Memoiros sor I'aneienne Chevalcric :" the 
tale also resembles that of Ariosto's Enchanted Cup. The old stories 
possessed by other countries of King Arthur, were imported originally 
from Britain, aeeovdinii to Sir Henry Ellis. The currency of the story 
is a proof, at least, that there was no want of satire at Arthur's court, 
and probably no lack of matter for its exercise. 

While the owner of the mantle was reproving Guenever, a wild boar 
ran by, which bo seized, and having killed, laid tlie head down before the 
court, saying, " Xo man, whose wife lias done him wrong, can carvo that '." 
Several hid their knives, unwilling to risk the attempt; some others 
affected they had none; but all who did try failed, Sir Uradoeke alone 
excepted, A golden horn was then produced by this ill-omened stranger, 
who Idled it. with wine. '• Let any knight, whose wife hath erred, try to 
drink out of that." " It was spilt on the shoulder of one, on the knee 
of another, and in the eyes of a third; nor could any drink a drop but 
Sir Cradoeke, who won the horn and boar's head, while his dame carried 
off the magical garment, accompanied by (lie envy and acclamations of 
tli o whole court, . 

Cradocke, or Oaradoc, was surmunod strong-armed. His warlike 
achievements obtained for him the dignities of a Knight of the Bound 
Table, and be was made lord of the "dolorous tower," destined for the 
eonlineoient of state-prisoners. The Triads style him one of the three 
battle-knights of Britain; and Arthur himself called him the Pillar of 
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Wales. His praises wore celebrated by Aneiiriu C! w.iwdrydd, " the Mon- 
arch of the Bards," who flourished about 570, in his poem entitled, 
Ga<h<Un : and Uic Triads style bis fleet war-horse Lluagnr, " one of the 
three gift-horses of Britain." Oanidoo, however, possessed a still greater 
treasure, as we have seen, ivi liis wife, a princess whom the triads notice 
as "one of the three chaste women of Britain;" who possessed three 
rarities, of which herself only was reputed worthy — her mantle, her golden 
goblet and her knife." ' 

A horn, adorned with gold, is mentioned hi the poem called "La Mort 
d'Ariliur," possessing sneh virtue, that no lady untrue to her husband 
could drink out of it without spilling the wine: this enehanted horn bad 
been sent to acquaint Arthur with ueucvor's frailty, but was intercepted 
by King Mark, whose queen, with one hundred of her ladies, tried to 
drink out of it. anil " only four could drink without spilling !" There is 
another eharaet eristic slory told of the Queen of Marl; : these popular 
tales are almost all we have to guide us as to the habits of the day, and 
have therefore l.heir value. 

Many, indeed, is tho fiction interwoven with the history of Arthur's 
time : and difficult is it to separate the true from the false. Cara.doe and 
Tristram, and indeed, most, of the knights whose achievements have been 
handed down in ballads to posterity, have left their names attached to 
numerous spots of legendary interest. 

The famous legend' of the Queen of Maid; runs as follows :— 

Morrough, one of Arthur's newly created knights, brother of the Queen 
of Leii!;ie~r, was sent by Anguish or Angus, King of Ireland, into Corn- 
wall, to demand of Mark, its king;, a tribute won from him in single com- 
bat. Payment was refused, but .Mark offered to meet the ambassador in 
single, combat, to decide their strength of arms. .Sir Tristram, or Tristan 
in the 1'reueh romances, undertook the :diare of Murk in the engagement, 
in which be dealt so fierce a blow on bis opponent's skull i.ba.t, returning 
to Ireland, he died of the wound. Tristram himself was wounded by a 
spear, which had been poisoned, and he departed also for Ireland, to seek 
a cure in the country where the poison had been prepared. While at 
court there, Ids skilful per lor malice on the harp made a great impression 
on all the household of King Anguish, and wen for him the heart of the 
beautiful Tsorl, ur Isolde, the monarch's daughter. Her love was return - 1 ' 
but as true love always finds a cross, the Queen, by private intelligi 
and other means, learnt that Sir Tristram was the person to whom 
brother owed his death-wound ; upon which discovery he 
not only from the court, but also from the kingdom. On his return 
Mark was so interested by the recital of the charms of the .Irish princess 
that, he dcsp:itehed Sir Tristram to Ireland again, as his own ambassador, 
to seek the bund of Isolde for himself. " La Belle Tscult," as French 
romances call her, returned with her former lover to Cornwall, where ber 
marriage with Mark was celebrated with much joy and solemnity. But 
the renewed acquaintance of the lovers had revived the flame which 
should now have been extinguished. Again Sir Tristram sought to en- 

' Lu Grand'a Fabliaux, note. 
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terfain his fair mistress wif.li the sweet strains of his harp; and on erne 
of these occasions he became a victim to the aroused jealousy of Mark, 
by whose hand he was slain; so that the historian remains "his love, 
which iicijan wirii the harp, ended with (lie harp." ' The father of Led, 
who dnated on her, had built, for her, before she left Ireland, a castle 
upon the walls of Dublin, called Fsod's or Isolde's Tower. If, stood near 
"a void room ca.iled Preston's Inns, which, in those time,;, served as a 
place of recreation for I lie nionnrchs of flu; country y' and, not far from 
.Dublin and from Isod'f. Tower, is a chapel with a village, named Ohapel 
Isoud, which was afterwards built, by King Anguish, 'in remembrance 
of his child, and for the good of her soul.'" 3 

The chronicles of the times abound with instances of Guouever's 
gaieties; and in ihe merry court of Arthur, filled with knights and chiv- 
alry, many strove to obtain the notice of the fair l'iclish (jucon, who pre- 
sided over their assemblies. Iu the curious metrical romance, enliticd 
"La Wort d'Arthur," the greater!, part of the poem consists of the ex- 
ploits of Sir Launcelot dn Lake, King of Uenwike, his amours with 
Gucuover, and bis refusal, for ber sake, of the beautiful daughter of ihe 
Earl of Ascalot. At the conclusion of the tale, both Lauueolo!. and 
Guenever assume the religious habit, in token of their repentance.' 1 

It was usual for knights to recur the sleeve of their lady love or mis- 
tress upon their arms. Elayne, the fayre maiden of Aslotot, gave Sir 
Launcelot "a reed sleeve of scarlet, wel einbroudred wi'.h grcte perlys." 6 
This luvc-ioken the gallant knight of the Round 'IVble ventured to dis- 
play at. a tournay, which oi re c, instance very seriously displeased his royal 
mistress, (Jiieeu Guenever. who, like oilier eiia.muurcd dames, could brook 
no rival. Nevertheless, Sir Lauucelot.'s fidelity to the Queen, though 
often tried in that fickle court, was so firm that legends tell of his having 
been visited by a fail 1 iove-siek damsel, \i ho assuring him Ihe Queen could 
nor, possibly he informed of his trespass, he chivalrously answered, 
'-Though she should never know it, my heart, which is constantly near 
her, could not he ignorant." One of the four knaves or varlets of the 
i'rench playing-cards bears the name of Lancelot, iu memory of that 
valiant hero. 

The circle which surrounded the King and Queen of this chivalrous 
time appears to have been more merry than moral, aud extremely 
splendid. 

"Kiiie; Arthur at. Curricle! kept tiis court royal!, 
With his fayre queue, Dame (.iiiiiiicvur the gay ; 
And many bold barons sitting in hall, 
With Ladies attired in purple and pull." 
11 Cadbury Castle, called by ancient topographers Camaht, was situ- 
ated on the eastern side of the parochial church of Cadhury," at the 
noithern extremity of a ridge of bbjh hills, commanding an exfelisive 
pre-.pcet over il.eacless and the Dlaokuowu .summits iu Devonshire. "Its 

' Dr. Hanmer, Caston, Book of Ilouth. '' Holinshed. 

1 Dr. Hanmer. * Wharton's History of English Poetry. 

' Art. of \'(!odlework. 
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form," says Mr. Collinson, 1 "is neither entity circular nor square, bat 
somewhat behveco both, conforming t.o the shape of the hill. Part of 
it seems to have been hewn out of the solid rock, and is defended by four 
ditches, and within is a still higher entrenchment of a circular form, 
which was the citadel or rrmtorimn, but. vulgarly called King Arthur's 
palace." 

The rampart is composed of stones, ikhv overspread with earth, anil 
has only one entrance from the cast, which is guarded by six or seven 
ditches. The area contains upwards of thirty acres. Within it and in 
the ditches, have been found at different periods, many noble relics of 
the Roman Empire. 5 

This ancient fortification, which, hy its name, signified "Tower of 
War," is called by Drayton, "King Arthur's Ancient Seat;" and many 
places there and iii the neighbourhood bear the name of that British King. 
His Hound Table, his Kitchen, his Well, have been transmitted to 
our times, and even a road acmes the fields, under the Castle, is known 
as King Arthur's limiting Causeway. 

The following lines of Drayton commemorate this ancient British 

"Like Camelot what p!io;e was ever yet renowned ? 
Where, as at Caei'lcon, eft he !ii>]>'. the Tn.hle Roundi 
Most famous for Die sports .it Pentecost so long, 
From whence alt kr:isi-htly tii'uiJs uml hravc achievements sprung." 

According to the British Triads, the principal courts or palaces of 
Arthur were the following : — Oaerleon, on the river Usk, in Wales; 
Celliw;g, in .Devon or OrmVul! ; and Penrhyu Rhlonedd, in the north. 

The feast which Arthur held at his coronation at the first of these 
places, is there also spoken of as one of "The three honourable feasts 
of the Isle of Britain." 

Among the many distinguished characters who graced the court of the 
chivalrous Arthur, were Mordred and G-awaiuus, two of the King's 
nepbews, the eons of Lothaire, by .Anna, daughter of King Uther, " the 
Terrible." Tor the eldest of these princes the Queen is said to have 
entertained a very strong attachment. Both of them were natives of 
her own country, the laud of the .Piets; and though the admirers of 
Arthur have loaded the memory of Alordrcd, his destroyer, with every 
opprobrious reproach, the British Triads state that lie was ren.iarkalilc 
for his " gentleness, goyd nature, and agreeable conversation," and that 
it was " difficult t.o deny him any request." 

The manner in which these princes became associated with Arthur's 
nobles, was thus:— Their father, Lothaire, on the death of Uther, laid 
claim to the British crown ou the score of Arthur's illegitimacy, he having 
married Anna, daughter of the deceased King, — a proof she was not 
Arthur's twin-sister', as Bangliorne has asserted, but burn after igwerna's 
marriage. Finding this argument ineffectual, Lothaire united, with the 
Saxons and Colgrim, who ruled iu Northumberland, against Arthur. 

* History of Somerset. * Leland, Camden, Stowe, Selden. 

' Turner's Anglo-Saxons. 
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lie was defeated, and" iii'irrami!; entered into an alliance, by which it 
was stipulated that Lothaire should preserve peace with the Scots, and 
iik' Arthur against his Sa,\ou foes; the pnnclition being that Arthur 
should enjoy the crown during his own life, but that when he died, it 
should fecund to Mordred or his tons, if he had any.' This treaty had 
answered very well for Arthur at the time when it "was made, after (lie 
death of his first Queen, who was childless, and when ho had himself no 
prospect of issue. Nor had he any children by Gucuever the Second, as 
Far as history records; yet the third Gueuever, the faulty Queen, 
became the mother of several. There were two sous, called ".Kue and 
Lleohan, 

According to the agreement of Arthur and Lothaire, Mordred, the 
eldest nun of the latter, took up his abode at the court of Arthur, as his 
destined successor; and his brother, the young Gawaino, also accompa- 
nied him into liril.iiin for the purposes of education : the name of Sir 
Gawaino figures prominently in many of the romances of this epoch. 

In Arthur's time, there were many .schools in England for the educa- 
tion of youth : >w<:rv monastery, indeed, reoL;ivino pupils. Paulinos, the 
disciple of Germauus, resided' in the .Isle of Wight, where he received 
pupils for education ; and Dnbrieius, the Archbishop of Caerleen, had a 
seiiool ! - in a, place ahoimdirig with woods :" 2 to lids last, perhaps, the 
young I'iot was transferred. St. David, his great uncle, paid a visit to 
the establishment of J'aulious, who, we are told, used "to sup in the 
refectory, hut, had a scriptorium, or study, in his cell, being a famous 
scribe." 

Lothaire, who had been the firsi-ereated knight of Arthur's Bound 
Table, was afterwards appointed to rule over Norway arid Denmark; and 
Gawah.e became ruler of Lothian, in Scotland, the patrimonial estate or 
inheritance, but tributary to his uncle, the King of the .Britons; 5 while 
Thameics, his royal lister, becoming the nii^ress of Kuiieoiiis, King of 
Scots, had by him a son, St. Keut.igeru, afterwards Bishop nf fMasgnw, 
a prelate of royal blood, who became a great, favourite of Drudeus, King 
of the Diets. 

Morgwetma, or Anna, 4 sister of Arthur, after her husband's death, 
entered on the llruidicat oflioe of priestess, in oth; of the islands anciently 
so celebrated for those rites, upon the coast of France; later still, we 

' Hoiinshed. " Fosbrooke's British Alouimliism, 

J Lothaire's dominion" included ail The hindsi nbiml PenUnmi to the Forth, 
wliieh were 1'rom hitu culled Lothian. Tie 11a, ;i bo riehti'ul U..-1 1- to dm throne of 
Newsy, boom of the lineup of Kini; Sielmlm. The Norwegians had elected 
Kieuli" fee llieir kio;; ; but. Arthur, who bad h.vailei! Norway sm.! Ih'omork, killer] 
llie u-- aimer, and pbumtl his brother-in-law m ion (lie throne. '.- '. i inouediately re- 
sijiTii'ii Lothian, in Scoliaml. to his son. — Hardin;.', lirit. Bray. 

Lanjoorne eaUs bodies the ruler of Laiidouia., ami brother of Au^uscllus ami 
tii'ianus. jTunier also says Lot. was broiher of Uricm and son of Cyni'areli, and 
that Anna's marriage vvilh him united the Ki:.e.s ■::- f die Nordiern firiton.s in con- 
sanguinity with Arlhur.j It was An^esolies lure ibe sword at Arthur's eori.iua- 
Hon : we do not hone (liar l.otlius wan present on that occasion. 

1 Whether Morgwenna and Anna are the same admits of a doubt 
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trace her to Avalon, and find her attendant on the bed of her dying bro- 
ther, King Arthur. 

Arthur, finding it necessary to take up arm- against the Romans, and 

to quit t.lie country for that expedition, niado tin. necessary arrangements 
for government during his abseiico. lie accordingly declared public iy, that 
should anything happen io himself, Oonstantina, the son of Cador, Karl of 
Cornwuli, a nobleman much loved by (he people, wan the person lie desired 
to succeed to his crown : by which ir. would seem thai, lie did not consider 
(Jueucver's sons his heirs. . [luring his temporary ahseueo, Mordred was 
phi.ecd at. the head of the government, as rodent, and Arthur commended 
the Queen, Ins wife, to his protection. 1 This done, the King- departed to 
battle with his enemies, little expecting y.diat would transpire in his 
absence. 

Mordred, who had always expected to succeed to Arthur's crown in 
the event of his death, was so n.mch exasperated on learning that Con- 
stantino had been prefer rod i.o him and to his children, that he remon- 
strate'] with the King, and ventured to remind Into, before his departure, 
of the agreement made formerly with his father. 2 King Lothaire was 
dead, and Arthur now made that an excuse for considering the agreement 
at an end; Mordred and his friends were accordingly silenced for a time. 
but no sooner was Arthur gone than Mordred began to endeavour to 
establish for himself the claim to what be conceived his rightful inherit- 

His designs, however, did not at first discover themselves openly. 
Perhaps Mordred would never have carried them to such lengths, had he 
not been secretly favoured by Queen Guonever, who was attached to him, 
and from the hrst had desired to promote his views, and the.se of her 
countrymen, the Picts. 

When first Mordred had settled at. the court of Arthur as heir appa- 
rent to his crown, he had received the baud of the daughter of Caw-ohm, 
a Uriiish lord much esteemed by Arthur, and sister, as is supposed, of 
the historian Gdldas. 1 

Ak'ncmjl; Mordred bad firmed J his a'baeee, and bad offspring by li;s 
wife, lie is said to have encouraged the Queen's passion privately, while 
both conspired against his uncle's crown. He was not long in assembling 
a party in his favour, composed of Picts, iScei-, and lirot.ons, and of their 
cabals Oucnovcv was not ignorant, having, as we are told, beeu "ten 

' Biog. Brit., Hohinson. " Buchanan. 

' Opposite Uphill, hi .Sfimerseifbire, is the lofty island of ,St.c.op If olmes — a 
vast, rcoli, in ace os -utile except by two passages, tin! suniniit simity ana unfivul'iil. 
producing i'-vr filinibs or vegetables, in tliii so'.itui'y spot, Hildas ISadoi.ieiis the 
ancient ISriiisii historian ami philosopher, snrnamed "the Yvise," pursued liis 
literary studies, disr.in-bud uluuc by '.he noisy soa-iiiills, wliieli b-.old t"in.-li- ■.-■- 
;j mill the crevices of the rocks. Mere. while tlic country was wasted witli civil 
strife, vois composed his celebrated work, '■■ lie excidic BritanuUo." But nut even 
in :1ns j '.:;■: i i i- 11 place ■■1' relate dj-.l lie buii.' i cue- in -.uuhciesto:!. A hand nf pirates, 
wlio had lied there to escape justice, settled in the island, and, by deevees. 
stripped the sage oi" the iitc-lc he possessed, till, obliccl to tuvsiLkc the inland, lie 
bcUiak iLini.-ell' to (he Monastery of G la.sr.onbiiry. lie died about 070. — Collili- 
son'K History of Somerset 
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familiar wit.li Mordred." To fortify himself still more strongly aeainst 
his uncle, Moid re d entered into an alliance with the Saxons under Kthel- 
bert, the first King of Kent, who held his court in the town of Kich- 
borough, in the Isle of Thauet. 

Arthur, meanwhile, hud been apprised of the deep injuries which ho 
hud sustained, and leaving his nephew .Ihxd, King of Ariunrica., to pursue 
hi* affairs abroad, returned with all haste tu Prftain, lie succeeded in 
landing in Kent, where, at 111 eh borough, a bloody battle was fought, in 
which, though many of Arthur's friends were slain', Monired was defeated 
and foreed to fly to Winchester, whither the King pursued him. Ho 
was -.giiiu defeated by Arthur at that city, and foreed to fly into Cornwall. 

The final contest between the King and his nephew took place about a 
mile and a half from Camelford, 1 on the banks of the river Camblan, in 
Cornwall. Numbers Cell on both sides during the engagement : the army 
■jf Covered was totally routed, the Prince himself slain in the battle, 
while his brother Gawaine, who fought on the side of bis patron !h c 
King, aiso lust his life. Arthur, mortally wounded, was eonvcyod from 
the held by bis friends. His sister eb.rgwonna,'as recorded by all credi- 
ble historians, with her attendant, maidens, conveyed the dyiiii: Kilisr in a 
barge along the shore to the Usella, which they ascended, "and" committed 
him to the fare of his friends at Glastonbury, in Avalon, Somersetshire. 
There, in the monastery, Arthur remained during the brief period which 
preceded bis death, for his wounds proved mortal. Finding himself be- 
coming hourly weaker, lie resigned his crown to Constantino, the son of 
Under, whom bo had previously nominated bis successor. Notwithstand- 
ing the tender care bestowed on the King by Morgwenua and her maidens, 
who. were well versed in the female Druidieal aioomolishnient of healing, 
Arthur died of bis wounds, 3Iay 21st, A. D. 542.' Fearful that the news 
of his death would east a damp over the "Britons, and infuse courage into 
tlicb Saxon foes, it was industriously circulated that Arthur was recover- 
ing; and Tallcssin sang that Morgwenna had promised that if her brother 
remained a long time with her, she would cure his wounds; hence it 
happened that I he return of Arthur was, for many ages after, one of the 
fondest hopes of the British people. 1 

As for Constantine, he was crowned by Arthur's subjects on the King 
resigning his crown, and this event was followed by the murder of the 
two young sons of bis rival, Mordred, attributed by some authors to Uon- 
stantine himself, though he had given •hem a promise of safety. This 
King is said to have cruelly slain the royal youths in the church with 
their two governors, even ill the arms of their mother, to whose lap they 
Hew for shelter, vainly beseeching her to protect them, nor could the 
intervention of the Abbot avail, who threw bis cope over them, hoping 
that respect for his sacred robe would have withheld the murderers. 
Some attribute the deed to revenge for the death-wound of Arthur having 

' During this Untile, in which Monlvoil w:is killed and Arthur mentally wemnded, 
the sun is said to have been twice eclipsed! 
' Called by romancers ''The fairy Morgans." 
" Warner's (rlastonbury. i Turner. 
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been dealt by Mmdred, others to a resolution to extinguish the race of 
Monlred. k'st. ihey should aspire to the regal power which they might 
justly claim from 'their grandmother, tin; sister of King Arthur. 

On the dispersion of the clergy, Cuiilog, the widow of Mot'dred, and 
her brothers; retired into Anglesey, where tiiey built, cloisters for religious 
purposes. 1 As Arthur hud disinherited iho young princes, sons of {'nil- 
log, it is not surprising that their uncle Gildas, the British historian, 
omicird the name of Kin;; Arthur in his work, or that he spoke ill in it 
of Guns tan tine, who was his nephews' murderer, besides using many- 
angry expressions in his epistle. 3 

It was only for a short time iliat Constautiue preserved hi? power : the 
Saxon* effected a. landing in Britain, and after .sustaining a defeat from 
tkijm. be fled to Wales with his wife and children, where for sonic years 
he main tain i;d bis royal state. On the death of ids Queen, he became 
weary of the world, and retired secretly into Ireland, where he spent 
some time in ministering to the poor. At last, becoming known, Con- 
stantino was persuaded to" resign his crown to his son, and profess himself 
a monk in the Monastery of .St. David, 3 being a sincere convert to the 
Christian faith. 4 lie was afterwards sent into Scotland by the bishop 
of his diocese, to instruct the people there in the faith, and while in that 
country suffered martyrdom, for which, many years after, he was canon- 
ized as a saint; and" many Scottish churches, according to ! leliushod, 
were, in Ills time standing, built by the bishops of that country, and dedi- 
cated in the name of St. Constantino.' 

To return to Queen G-uenever. At the time that Monlred was first 
put to %bt. bv Arthur, she was residing a(. the city of York," but tidings 
beio« broiighl.'l.o her, that Monlred was unable to defend himself against 
the King, ■' she was sore dread, and had great; doubt, and wist not what 
was best all for to be done; for she wist well that her lord, King Arthur, 
would never of her have mercy for the great shame that she had him 
done; anil took her away privily with four men, without mure, and came 
to Cacrlcon, and tiiere she dwelled ail Iter life's time, and never was seen 
among ioikc iter life living." She professed herself a nun in the Church 
of St Julius the Martyr, at Caerleon; 7 and by the date discovered on 
her tombstone at Ainbre^bury, in Wiltshire, must have lived to a very 
advanced age. The monastery in whieh the Queen was buried, had been 
erected by Aurclius Ambroses, Arthur's nncle, for the maintenance of 
■ three hundred monks, to prav for the souls of the British noblemen slain 
by jicugkL The Queen's tomb, says Rapin, was found there _■"' within 
the last century." This author, tlmugbt the. circumstance of Gueneyer 
surviving her husband for fifty years, threw discredit, on the fact, but as 
she was the third of his wives, and not long united to him, she might 
not have been thirty years of age at the time of the King's death. 

The tomb of Guenever III. was more costly than that of her husband. 
" On its coverture it had, in rude letters of massy gold, II. G ., A. ti. tiUIJ. 

• ilolinshed; Milton. ' Rowland's Mona. Antiqua. 

" Batler, 1 ! o tin shed. * Old Welsh MS. 

> Howel, however, declares ilmt. at the end of a taivc years' reign, Coil Stan tine 
Was slain by Commas, and buried at Stontkense. 

« Caston. ' Ibid. 
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The bono. w,U,m tins eepulehro were all Bra., Mr, j.Ilow-cohmad h.i, 

about loo ,k„,l. ,,,„] a p,„ee of tbo K„ „1„,„, ,]„ ,|„ „ f „ „, ; „ 
■.t,,>|... ham. ]!„,,,,„ were found ,, v, „1 „,„] haMllure,,,., ,., h „,,,, 
I ;l,o h^o. ,, ,:,i:,i,,„. „v,,„ till fl,c„, tho-ir p, p CT colour 
...1 thwh W.J.,.,,1, very rf„,„.l, kept in , il0 eolloeli,,,, or tl,„ 

h ■:,.!.. ii.,...„„,i,i,,,i, i i , rr,n i , i ,i , , i 

.'.";;. were, ,,„do, 1,0,1 ,„„, |,j 1.;.. l.rfj,;,,',, ,,,,,.,.;, „,,;,,„.,<?, , ' 

Aril,,., , n.,t consort fepo.ed i„ Scotland ; 1.1, »e„o„d was interred at 
GI,e1oob„r,: to that „,„,,„„, ,,„ Ki m rf , f 

battle of a,„ollo,d, and tl.o de.irc ho had ,„,,„ th,„ „ f,,,-p , » 

l',.'pod, to bo 1,1,1 !,, 11,o ,;,lo of 1,1, „o„,„l wife, ,,„ E ,'„[;,. ,! , j;,,," 

will, be In, non.l,; ,l„, fu„c„l ob.,.,,,,1,,, |„ |„ g „„„„ 1 |,y .,-. ' .,„. 

, !','! II to.*, o„ lead, 

„,"»,. too 1,„1, of a,, Ki,,,, „„, p ;„„j „■«,,,, ,„., ,,,.,.„ „,„■ ;. ,, 

P„T. ~ P ,™?* ' ' .?""».»*'j°C «'■? i»«*™..v to the on, .1 .,,„ ,„„, 

" "" '"'" "','''"' '''"'■'"••<S ",o f, , ,1,0 luo.wih,. of v,l,ioh „ 

on. a p.,,.,,,,,,1 »ee,„,.. jj,,,,. ,„!„., rt.hi,, ,,,, IV( . , 

o.. , ».■ „o,„,oo„ „,„,P„„, ,,,,,,„,,, ,l,o„, .,„ c„,l, Kann™, Mmi 
I", I- do,, „„d Itd.,,,,,,,1 I ,■„,,,,,.. .Tl... illo,.>io„, dead, whose', amain. 
■;. ■ ,"«,l,„nog o.ate ,„ ,],,. „bl,. v , „,,, bnried „,,,„,. , h M rf 
tlie ol„„oh ,o three Urge vaulto, supported by two rows of .trong mass!,. 

The bod, of Arthur was not di.coverod till 640 year, after hi, death,' 

■; i„, h place „, the re,,;,, „f ,Ten,j H., A , „. ,,-,.,.. 1L , ,.,„ 

£.. of the reduction „f Ireland, « ,,,. p,,,!,,, lb h W a, sf.nd . 
Pembroke we., r.ee.yed with regal ill,,,!,, by ,?,„ Welsh, on wbiel, ooea- 
■oo, "»o ,.t llior, I.,,,,,, p|„ „. „,,„„ ,|„, ,, , ( , „ ,,, , 

, ■ -a. at d.n.or „f the ejplou, of the g„« Arthur, wi.bi.g hi,, the 
1 ■ .. o,.,y ,.,„1 v.ot,,,, „1.„.|, had otu-ndod that ,„o„„,oh. I„ ,|„ buib.d 
an allue.on ... made to the pl.oo of Arthur's burial. „!,1 ,„ b . between 
tw pj„,n,d, tn the hoi, obt.reh;,,,! „■ (ll„„., nb „ ry> t „ t j ™ 

1 d ° Gl"tonbur,, of what bo l„„l I,.,,,,, „,„„ Ul „ ,,„-„„,, „ f ^^J 
and deored h,m to d.g and >.a,oh fo, the ho. , K 

del befb *,'-? d l " . ! °°" " J ' f °" nd lb8 « b ™« » "» »»»™, 
deeenbed b, on, h„t„„an, ■ ,„„„ g „h„m ,,„. ( ;i,.ld„ fjaabrenei,, ,b„ 

was »tT.d", ,7l lt> ", "i •*"""'■ , """ VCr ' *"? "»' "'» *"'«'? 
was not made till 1189, after the aeooonon „f liiel.,,,1 1.. „ ,,„,. Hen,, de 

■ ;,li,ii... v.. , i,hl,„, wl„, ™ treated i„ ,i, 8 (i,„ ,,„ „,■ ,„„;,„,,■,, ,,;,, , 
,. lloav,,,, ooooiilm Ho, ,„„,o poliablo ,;„„, ,h„, i, i„„k .J,,, „„;,,, 

Heory ill, lllmo, tl... brother of Kite. Stephen 9 

K mo II, ,..,11. i.f ,n„„l ,1,, Abbot that be had hoard from the Wel.h 

b.,d. that Arthur a, bu.aed between two ,, j, ,,n, id,, ,e,, deep. The 

from the ii,j.r.., of tmjnJJ^M^uh^ol the writing The talle.t 

•JV.ro,,', Glaetoojnr,. ■ M d. ' Willi.', Jbbra. . Collin.o. 

»a,o„. ,lb. d . • Leland, St„,. .,.,., 
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of these was twenty-six feet high; the sculpture upon it could not he 

understood. Between these two pyramids " Arthur's body was found" 
buried, rind marked in a hollow oak deep in the earth. There was found 
u- cross of lend and a stone ll;crcupon, and letters written within the cross 
turned towards the stone, which l^r (.ucs, fays lligden. " T read and bandied 
in this manner: 'Hie jncet sepukus inclytus rex A.rturus cum (Jenerora 
uxore sua secuuda in insula Avalenia,' i. <:., ' Tlerc lietb hurled the noble 
King Arthur, with his second wife Ouenever, in Avalon.' The bones 
were -aid in the grave, so that the two purls of the grave toward the head 
contained the nia.n's bones, and the third part, towards the feet, eon tabled 
the woman's bones. There the yellow treses of the woman's hair were 
found whole and sound, with fresh colour; 1 but a monk touched the hair 
covetously with his hands, and anon it fell all into powder." The hones 
of Arthur himself are described as being of extraordinary size, and were 
identified by the ten wounds in Ins skull. The bodies of the King and 
Queen had been laid fifteen feet deep in the ground, as I lie: "singer of 
gestis" had reported to the King, in the hope that they would not be 
discovered by the Saxons, and were marked, as before related, for their 
identity; and the discovery of them in this singular manner quite stag- 
gered the opinion held till then by the Welsh, that Arthur was still alive, 
and would return again to reign over his faithful people, and make them 
an independent nation. 2 

"After the spectators had gratified their curiosities, the abbot and his 
monks, wiih great satisfaction and reverence, took all the remains of the 
two bodies out of their separate colfins, and putting them into decent 
chests, made for the purpose, (hey deposited tin; in first in a chapel, in the 
south ailey of the church, till such time as a monument,, suitable to the 
dignity of a king and rjuccu, could bo made for thorn, in the middle oi 
the presbytery of the choir; where, in finishing the church, they erected 
a stately mausoleum of touchstone, nobly engraven on the outride, in 
which ti'iov placed the King's body by itself, at the head of the. tomb, 
and the Queen's at his feet,' being the" east side of it." This inscription 
was then placed : — 

Arturua, floa liegum gloria regni, 

,e perenni."* 



1 The poet thus records the popular belief: — 

"But for he skaped y 1 battel y' wya, 

Kietcris ami (.'umveh seyeth thus 

That lie levyth lot peril*:, 

Ami soha-ll come ami he a king aye. 

At Glaetyngbury on the queer, 

They msuie Avrer's toiiibe ttior. 

And wrote with Latin vers thus; 

Hie. iiir.tt ArturiLi. ■;■:;.( qwimiuih, rctvpi! ftiliirwx," 

[Chron. of Kings of England ; Fabian. J 
' Five different epitniibs are ritt.ri bated to Arthur's tomb, and somo Saxon poeirj 
as written to his memory, — Collinson. 
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And over Queen Guenever's bones was the following inscription : — 

" Arturi jacct hie eouie\ tuanihUa secunda, 
Qwe meruit, r.iebis virtiitiun prole feeuntla." 
The remains of the royal Arthur and his Queen were after this allowed 

to rest in peace until the year 12-1S, when, we arc informed that King 
Edward T. ;iiul his wife Queen Eleanor, partly out. nf devotion, anil partly 
out of curiosity, came to Glastonbury, "'attended by many of the tupping 
men of t.lio nation, clergy as well as nobility; ' where, upon the J'hli of 
April, they caused King Arthur's tomb to be opened, and both the 
shrines to bo tabon out of ibe monument, which when the Court and its 
attendant- bad thoroughly Va-wcd, King Edward opened the shrine 
wherein King Arthur's bones lay, and Queen Eleanor the chest wherein 
were those of Queen Guenever; and then each of them taking the: 
respective bones out. of their respective chests, they exposed them on two 
credences, on side-tables, near the high altar, till" the next morning, for 
every one that had a mind to golify their curiosity ; and early the'next 
morning, being Ibe Wednesday before Easter, l.h'e King and Queen, 
with great honour and respect, wrapt up all the bones (excepting the 
two sbulls, which were set up, and to remain in the treasury) in rich 
shrouds or mantles, and placing them again in their separate shrines, the 
King put into that, of Arthur, an inscription setting forth what, they 
were. And then the King and Queen fixing their royal signets to each 
chest, they caused the chests to be placed in the old mausoleum, 2 where 
they remained undisturbed about two hundred and fifty years, that is to 
say, till the dissolution of the abbey, in the days of King ITenry VIII..; 
aud "then this noble monument," stiith Spiral' " anions; the fatal over- 
throws of iuuuite more, was altogether rased at the dispose of some then 
in commission, whose over-hasty a.olhms and too-forward seal in their 
behalf hath left unto us the waut of many truths, aud caused to wist that 
some of their employments had been better spent." 3 

"At the same period of the dissolution of monasteries, was destroyed a 
little ta.b'e, containing the story of the discovery of Arthur's tomb, and 
the leaden cross, with the inscription which had been set up iu the mon- 
astery, and were seen by the great an i topiary, Leland , 4 the cross, in par- 
ticular, which bad been placed there for exhibition, by command of the 
Abbot. ( if Clastnuhury, was regarded as one of the greatest curiosities of 
the abbey." 6 

' The king pirki this visit in the sixth year of his rei;oi. accom named hy Qceen 
Ek'jmor, iVir ilie purpose of celebrating 1.!ns feast of K:;slor. at his nun cWen-e 
ami was t'ecoived witli very irreat ceremony. The nartieulirs e.f (tie rayiil visit! 
villi the account of the seeoin] eslii.miiitii.il of the bodies of Arthur anil (V.uaievf r 
(which (.:■... k nlii.ee on the Wednesday morn ineA are extracicd tide Me i;.-.i. ,.,'s 
" Little .Monument," contained in the Appendix to Warner's History of (.i'laston- 

" The abbot, Henry do Saliaco, is repe.rt.ciL to he the author of I he lines i.hmed 
on Ms tomb.— Hearne. 

Fabian planes the translation of Arthur's remains into the new tomb in the 
ycarllBO; liiog. Brit, in 1189. 

1 Appendix to Warner's Glastonbury, froi 

' Biog. Brit. 
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BEHTHA. 

The diiuo.t.ter of ('iirllH'rt— -'['lie tvo nude's of' hou,ae'—J)au;ic-r(ias confidences — 
The entertainment e.iven by i tijrtjlH.-rgii. tn her liiisband— The wcol-suiuner-.. . 
The King's anger— Tin: Queen's dlniree ■ Hit rival's advancement — The Queen 
retires to a convent -litnlm's education — I'mpi/sals of marriage from King 
Ethelberfc of England declined mi account of religion— Mirotleda supplanted by 
her sister — Excoiiuiuureation and death of Cari'ocrt- Consent of Bertha, and 
arrival of the newlv-iicriied pais' its England — Reside :if Canterbury — Bertha's 
zeal in the Christian faith— I'ope Gregory ami Auirustine — Four of the Roman 
missionaries- -Ktlitlberl receives them wi-11. ami becomes a convert— Churches 
— The Pope's letters — Conversion of Itedwald — Story of Edwin — Herr.ha's 
dentil— llpita.ph — J-JiLiibu'd's so >!■■ il aire:- fimma. 

Bbhtha is a. Princess whose name (.-an not but cM.'ito peculiar interest, 
for her claims on the respect of posterity are no other than having first 
introduced tdirisrlsinity amongst the princes of the Hexort Heptarchy. 

She was the daughter of Uaribcrt, King of Paris, by Ingoberga, his 
first Queen ; ami though some have supposed her their oniy child, she 
ttiui two sisters, both of whom assumed the religions It;, hit, one at Tours, 
the other at Poioticrs. Notwithstanding Oaribert was four times married, 
these tlireu daughters were his only offspring; so thnt the kingdom, at 
his death, devolved on his brother; the i'reooh laws not permitting the 
reign of a woman. 

The father of Bertha is said to have boon passionately fond of the 
chase, for which nniusonie.nl. the lair [ngnliei-ga was ton often iiogleeted. 
The Queen, in her sorrow for this desertion, contided her trouble to two 
young oirls, hor attendants of honour : in an evil hour was this impru- 
dent communication made. 

One of these maidens had escape.;.! from the distasteful retirement of a 
conventual life to the more attractive scenes of a court ; the other, an 
accomplished dancer and singer, was gifted with rare personal beauty. 
At. their arrfnl suggestion, (ho Queen invented a novel amusement for her 
husband, in hopes of securing uisire of his society, on whieh o 
talents of her companions were e\hibh.o:l. The King's adiu: 
wittii'sstu" the perfornisince prepared tin' his enjoyment, passed sill bounds; 
and the unhappy in^iberoa soon saw that hor plan bail but too well suc- 
ceeded ; the actresses in this scene were soon her declared rivals iu her 
husband's affections. She was so indignant at the infidelity of Caribcrt, 
that she determined to mortify and humble him in return for the iusult 
offered to herself Tile father of these girls was a common Wijoi-spinnor, 
and Inguoerou, who was aware of this ci:eitmstani:e, ordered him to come 
to her palace, ami follow his usual avocation of spinning. While he was 
thus employed, she took Caribert into her apartments to witness his 
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labours. Tho stratagem so enraged the King, that he immediately ex- 
pelled Tngoberga fiont (lie palace, and having divorced her, Miroileue", the 
eldest daughter of the wool-spinner, was elevated lo the post she had 
enjoyed, both in his throne and heart. 

The Queen sheltered herself iu the delusion of a convent under her 
mi Nomine, whither she was prnbah-y accompanied by her ehildren. She 
devoted herself to prayers and charii.oble deeds; and Gregory of Tours 
speaks of lier as a woman of great wisdom, and constant pi-n'tical piety, 
" unceasing iu prayer, in mortiiica.tion, and almsgiving ;" besides e.hieh 
she set at liberty many persons sid'eriug under tile horrors of slavery. 1 

Under (lie superintendence of such a mother, the young Bertha" had 
no doubt many advantages: she was possessed of great" beauty and virtue, 
and so much esteemed for holh, that even during the life of his father, 
the Saxon prince, Kt.helbert, had made proposals for her hand. His 
overtures met, at first, with a deoided refusal, on account of liis religion; 
for not only (Jaribcrt and Tngoberga were Christians, but their daughter 

Erofesscd the same faith; while Ethelbert, and the Saxons, over whom 
e ruled, were pagans. Subsequently, Bertha consented to the match, 
on condition of being freely permitted to pursue the religious exercises in 
which she had been brought up,- and to enjoy the counsels of Luidhard, 
Bishop ,,f Soissons for Seulis) : this request being accorded, she «av<s her 
band to Ethclbert, 

Iogobergu must have deeply felt the parting from her daughter, her 
two other children being separated from her; and her heart'was still 
more wounded by the conduct, of their father, whose a.tfeelions, estranged 
from herself, had not long been retained captive by the insolent. .Mirofeiie, 
who had boon supplanted by tier younger sister. 5 "llie hitter had not only- 
procured her disgrace, but was promoted to her queenly dignity. The 
clergy, however, so strongly folt the disgrace the King brought on him- 
self and the country, by marrying a nun who had broken her vows, and 
who was tec- si.itcr of his Ibrmer consort, that l.liey excommunicated both 
Caribert and his wife : the former consoled himself in the society of a 
new favourite, but died soon after, in 070. Ingoberga survived the last 
of her rivals, and died A. b. 578, at the age "of seventy, twenl.y-seven 
years after she had been deprived of the regal dignity. 4 

On the arrival of Bertha in liniain, she'and her husband Ethelbert 
took up their residence at Canterbury. The young foreign Princess soon 
became very popular among the Savons: her" accomplishments won their 
hearts, and her irreproachable conduct tlielr esteem : her bounty also 
pleaded powerfully in her favour with them. Bertha was cvcecom^lv 
/eaious for the propagation of her faith, and the earnestness she thrcw 
into her exertions for the good cause ensured success. She made use of 
every legitimate art which. Iter address could employ, to reconcile Edict- 
hert to the principles of Christianity, and her exertions were at length 

' (If this, 1 ngiiijevgu is one of the earliest instances en record. 

"Turner, Uetle, Jluntingiien. 

J AneeiluH'* ilea iteines ct liegente; ■ Jo Friiiiec. 

■ Mezeriy, liuiiic, Anecdotes des Hemes et Kef-emes, kc. 
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successful. Pope Gregory the Great, for that one], had employed the 
zuilon; Augustine; bur. I.l.o honour of so great an enterprise as the bring- 
ing of n whole nation from the darkness of paganism to the light of the 
Gospel, is mainly due to the influence of Bertha. 

Besides Luldhard, several Preuch chaplains attended on her, and an 
old temple, situated a little without the walls of Canterbury, had heen 
assigned to her uso for the perform;] nee of Christian worship.' Many 
persons about the court of Ethelbert, who soon after succeeded to the 
crown, were disposed in favour of the new faith by the exein pi ary con- 
duel of liertha and Luiilhard/ i'ome were made at once converts, others 
were willing to become so : such being the state of affairs in Kent, Bertha, 
perceiving the harvest was plenteous, hut tin: labourers few in number, 
made an application for help in her pions labours; lirst to the French, 
her own countrymen, and failing there, probably from the influence of 
her mi'ther's rivals at court, appealed next to the Pope. Gregory (.ho 
Great, the reigning Pontiff, was auihitioiis on his own part, of shinin" in 
an undertaking so glorious as the conversion of Britain. 

The Pont ii;g r.\ i first, directed him to the enterprise, at the 

sight of some beautiful children exposed in the Bomati slave mart; 1 and, 
when, in answer to his Inquiry whence they had come, he was told they 
were Angles: "Not Angles, but angels, ' if converted,''' was his cele- 
brated punning reply. The circujo stance hail fixed the desire on his 
mind; when, therefore, Bertha, "Queen of the Anglos," ami the daugh- 
ter of logeberga, whose piety was known, and wiioso humane interest 
had so often set, captives free, made an appeal to him on a subject which 
he bad so warmly espoused, lie lent a willing oar to her request. 

!{eganling her favour, protection, and iollneiiee, as happy omens for 
tiie suecess of a Christian mission, be deputed Augustine, a monk of 
llliciins, and fuay other persons, among whom were !M<:llitus. Justus, 
Paulinns, and l.Iuh'nian, to undertake a voyage to Britain, to accomplish 
the arduous enterprise. 

It was a perilous undertaking, in the opinion of the Roman mission- 
aries, who, before they had proceeded many miles, sent- back Augustine 
to the Pope, willi an entreaty that- they n.iulit be excused from the oilice, 
and not be sent to a tierce and infidel tuition, whose language they did not 
understand. Gregory would not. admit: their expostulations, and having 
written to that effect, exhorting them to persevere, they proceeded on 
their unwelcome e\ [.-edition, t:ikiug with them French interpreters. They 
performed the voyage safely, ami lauded in the Isle of Tiiaoot, On their 
arrival, they informed hh.heibert thai- they bail come to offer him heaven 

' Bower's History of the Topes; Butler's LWca of Saints. 
1 Butler, Bower, &e. 

3 Gu'<ffji\v is said tn liave written ;.-i Hiiii'tHus, =t«wnrJ of the u'llriiuoriy nf fit.- 
I'etiT : u Fi aineo, n:> bay jucli Ke^'isti kHviss :is wurn to be nolil in that oiiuiu.ry. 
antler tlio ;i;.or of seventeen or eijxlitnen, and send tlieia to iieine to be brought up 
in the niotcKteiies. As tbey were |>a^aas, tbo I'q.H" desirca they niielil be ill- 
tended in their journey by a Presbyter to baptise tlieia, stioa'a be ibid any uf 
them in danger of dying on tlic road. [Ilenf-r's History of the Popes.] 

'Bede. 
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and eternal happiness, iu. tin; knowledge of a God, with whom the Saxons 
wove unacquainted. 

Ktiicibort., through Ticriha's influence, received the messengers of 
Christ with hospiinlit.y, arid at tin; end of a few days appointed a mee:ing 
willi them iu the Tsle of Thanet. Tf. was a Saxou superstition that spells 
wore iiiiiflVi.-li.iaI in tin; open air, and on this account, it was arranged that 
the interview between .Kt.uelbert, and Augustine should not take place in 
any dwelling. 

'[he procession of the Papal missionaries bore, in its front a standard, 
on which was depicted a silver cross, with an image of our Saviour 
painted; as it advanced, litanies were chanted. Etuelbert's apprehen- 
sions were increased at the unusual spectacle; but the priestly train 
having taken seats by bis command, the Gospel uv.s preached and lis- 
tened to with the utmost attention by r.liu Kentish King. 

Kl.helbcrt was not, immediately convinced of the truth of the new doe- 
trine propounded ; he, however, graciously replied to Augustine and his 
followers, of who*! sincerity bo was fully persuaded, promising that no 
opposition should be ollbred in his endeavours to obtain converts; but, on 
the ether hand, that they should be entertained during their stay in 
Britain. lie accordingly ordered suitable- provision to be made for their 
maintenance, and assigned for their a.bode a mansion in the city of Can- 
terbury. 1 By their holiness of living and excellent precepts, the priests 
obtained, from that time, universal respect and subsist once through the 
bene licence of Kthelbert, ami the patronage of such Saxons as were won 
over to their belief. Tin y daily performed the services in the church, 
which wa.s dedicated to St. Martin, ; in presence of the Queen, who went 
thither in pray. Tins ancient edifice, s-ill used for divine service, stands 
on the side of a hill rising on the left hand of tiie road leading to Deal, 
within half a mile of the city walls; the body of the church is built of 
Koiiiiin bricks, of an architecture prior i.o (.he Saxon invasion. 

The learning, piety, ami good example of the excellent Queen Bertha 
amply supported the .Roman missionaries, in this their origin:*] condition, 
and her zeal and piety were eventually rewarded by the conversion, not 
only of the King, her husband, who was first to embrace the now faith, 
but of the whole nation, who followed the example of the throne. So 
much may bo accomplished by individual exertions; in spite of a weak 
frame, a mighty a.iu.l a powerful heart can achieve wonders; and thus had 
Bertha the glory of succeeding in her vast design of turning thousands 
from darkness and ignorance to the light and knowledge of the purest 
faith. The King was baptized on "Whitsunday, A. r>. 597, about a year 
after the arrival of Augustine. 3 Many others received the holy rite, un- 

1 Tlieir lodging is saitl to Imvc been in the parish of .St.. Alpliege, in a place 
called iSOilileeate, which w«s ilicu used i;s mi ui\ueviiiiii bv the Kiic's iotwhnlif. 
[Thorne, Cose, Roger of Wendover.] 

" Au^usluie and to* foil ewers first met to siri£. to pray, t:' s>iy runs-, :liiiI to 
baptise in St. Martin's Cliuruh, till, on Etiii'll-.wl licui . itLi t j.u- i:ia:ve;te.:l, they 
iriii ;■:■:( ■ii.-iuiisfiiiii to ljuiiii new ami repair tlic did cj.urehe- 1 ]i ■jiiiilii'iii his uo- 

1 MS. Ctiruuicles af Canterbury ; Dugd.ik', 
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biassed in their persuasion; fur I'tlielbert, though he now seconded the 
Papal emissaries, desired that nothing ^should be done by compulsion. 
The very ancient font, which si.il! exists in the Church of .St. Martin, at 
Canterbury, is said to be the same that was used at the baptism of 
Ethelbert. 

A small edifice of great antiquity, called St. Puneras Chapel, had been 
used by the Sa.^on King, prior to bis conversion, as a private temple. It 
still stands to the east of the hospital in Canterbury, and tu the south- 
east of St. Augustine's monastery. The materials and architecture are 
Korean, and it is only thirty feet long by twenty-one in breadth. St. 
Martin's Church is some distance to the oast of St. Paneras. 

The chapel of St. Paucras was afterwards purified by A ngusfino, and 
tho idol placed in it was broken. The edifice was dedicated by the 
llomau bishop In the name of St.. Pancras, a youth of fourteen, who 
sun'ercd martyrdom under the reign of Dioelcsiau, in (ho pcrsoeiiuon, A, I), 
804. This was the first church dedicated by Augustine, and. the altar in 
i.hc southern poreh, at which, after Ki.bc Hi erl's conversion, he was accus- 
tomed to celebrate ruass, still stands there; it occupies the spot on which 
had been placed a statue of the King. 

Ethelbert was not content with pat runising Augustine and his followers ; 
upou his conversion he resigned his palace in Canterbury for their use, 
and retired to Keeulver, in the Isle of Tlia.net, where he erected a royal 
residence for himself and bis successors. 

According to Bcdo. there was already in existence, in the cast part of 
Canterbury, when Augustine arrived, a building ei' about two or three 
hundred years Old, width occupied the si-.e of the present, cathedra!, and 
was file same as that given to the Roman missionaries. Augustine 
repaired and enlarged the edifice, dedicating it in the name of Christ. 

in i)o8 this church had become little better than a ruin by the attacks 
of the Danes, the walls being uneven, and in sonic places broken down, 
and the roof in so threatening a condition it could not be entered with 
safety. The fabric was repaired by Archbishop Odo ; but the roof ho 
built was burnt by the Danes, 1011, and only the walls remained. 
Canute restored the edifice ; but, after his time, it again fell to decay, so 
much so, that in 1070 Kaufraiio was compel b d to reimild it almost from 
the foundation, though eveu then the aucKut walls were not entirely 
thrown down. 

Behind the choir of Canterbury Caihedrul, in toe cloipel of the ITolj 
Trinity, erected about A. D. 1184, in honour of St. Thomas a. llocltet, 
stands i.hc ancient patriarch id chair, in wbu h the archbishops are enthroned ; 
and which, tradition record-, was the regal seat of the eaixoii Kings of 
Kent. It is formed of three pieces of grey marble, cut in panels; the 
under part being solid, like that of a seat, cut out of a rock. 

The undcr-croi't, or crypt, over which the choir of Canterbury Cathedral 
is raised — undoubtedly the mi-st ai.eleut part of the building — is con- 
sidered Saxon, and supposed to be that part of the old edifice ieli stand- 
ing by Lanfranc. The walls are perfectly destitute of ornament, and 
everjtiiicg presents riio aspect of the inr>l yciierabh: antiquity. Of the 
pillars, seine are round, others twisted, and nether in shafts nor capitals 
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are there two of them alike. Tito circumference of most of the shafts Is 
about, four feet, and the heigh' of shaft, plinth, and capital, only six feet 
and a half. From these spring semicircular a re lies, making a vaulted 
roof of the height of fourteen feet. 

The church architecture of the Saxons seems to have been of the Ro- 
man stylo, am.! an a limitation of I. lie buildings found by iliom on their 
arrival here. The Britons baa, shortly before the coming of the Saxons, 
besides their wattled arid wooden churches, sonic .stone ediiiocs, like 
those of St,. Martin and St. Paneras. at Canterbury, but nor ooiistr noted 
in a style rosenioling ibe edifices which followed the doctrines of the 
supreme Pontiff. " They had no crypts under them for reliques ; they 
were not supported by aroiies and columns ; these arehes and columns 
were not. adorned with the images of saints and legendary stories; their 
shape was not cruciform ; they bad no oratories in the aisles, nor were 
they glazed. This was the Somen .•'://>; as prceiscly delineated by Bede, 
Kddius, Richard Trior of Hexham, and contra distinguished from tho 
British." ' 

Before Augustine's time many Saxons had been converted by the 
Welsh and Irish e.orgy, but. their native buildings were as mean as the 
British. After (lie arrival of the Tiouian missionaries, and the conver- 
sion of I'll hellion., it became fashionable to adopt whatever was connected 
with the Papal power, and to decry the native arts. At. a later period 
the Saxon prelates were either educated at. Rome, or attached to its doc- 
trines, hence they patronized tiie Roman style of architecture in tho 
edifices elected under their superintendence in Britain, Of this number 
were Ninian, who built the stone church at Whitbcrne 2 (Candida Casa) 
in Gailnway; Benedict Biscop, founder of one at Wcreitiouth ; iXaiton, 
who solicited Abbot. Oeolred to semi him architects to construct a. church 
sifter the Unman fashion ; and Wilfred, who built the church at Tlexham, 
with others mentioned by Bode. As the Saxons, at their coming to 
Britain, did no: understand masonry, llioy bad to send for foreigners to 
build their chnrches and monasteries. Thus the sculptures which adorn 
our oapuals and arches, arid are designaled the Sa\on ornaments and 
Saxon srylo. were not ha en fed. but patronized by that people, and yvere 
as dil'eieiit. as possible from the British forms of architecture, being de- 
rived from the more cultivated and pnlisaed Romans. 

There had been established in Biitain, long before the arrival of Hen- 
gist, a Roman architecture: while the same style as our Anglo-Saxon 
churches is found to prevail in the East, to the surprise of those who 
know that those buildings were erected prior to (lie arrival of the Saxons 
in Britain. All the principal churches in the Kast, were, however, built 
by a British Queen, as related in the Life of St. Helena, to whom the 
Pope compared the pious Bertha, Queen of Bthelbert ; and they, like the 
Anglo-Saxon churches, had a Roman origin. Helena was the greater 
part of her life in Britain, and her husband Cons tan tins was a great 
architect, wdiicb facts simplily the whole matter. 

The crypt or undercroft of Can! -bury Cathedral, ascribed by ArcL- 

' ledwich. '' Lappenberg. 
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deacon Batteley to the, believing Romans,' "remained unsiltcrauly the 
same aimi] nil the conflagrations ami (■(■pairs the cathedral underwent,"' 
ami "iiiE-ularly enough, lite •■apiiukni the columns, ami tin- Kgyptinii hicro- 
glyplncil f-fiurr^ upon them, carry us bank lo the ape of ' Cnnsisntine, 
'•son of Helena," who line] served io the Egyptian wars under Uniuriua. 
These figures are delineated by Ledwich in his interesting work. 3 

Bertha, anxious to promote the good cause, and spread the Gospel to 
the farthest bounds of the kingdom, engaged some persons to come over 
to her from 1'ranee to assist io the pimis undertaking, Gregory, on his 
part, enjoined Augustine to remove the idols from tin? heathen nll'irs. but 
not to destroy the altars themselves; because the people held the 'spot 
saerod. and would therefore be mere likely to carry on the Christian wor- 
ship iu its precincts. The people were in !he habit of reacting at their 
pagan lestivals, on the offerings of the altar, after they had been pre- 
sented, together with their priests: the Pope desired Augustine not to 
encourage such entertainments among the converted Anglo-Sax 
his order Augustine visited France, and was ordained A " ' ' 



' Osborne says it was founded before a. r>. 742. * Ledwioh. 

" Antiquities of Ireland (Observations on Saxon and Gothic Architecture), 

Xo. 1 liii.son :t. thecal, adored in l]jiy|-.|, ami sunpo-ed to supp[y a cuiv.i : : ,,.: t 
the bite of asps and other venomous animals: ■:, symbol of isis. 

Nu. 2. .\n Kgyrdiaii grotcs. d 1 1 o — jl haws killing a seruent. The hawk wor- 
shipped in L'gypl lor freeing the country from snakes, scorpions, and oilier rep- 
No. 3. Au iiTts.iI riimdruued, resembling the Egyptian gryphon, having the 
beak, talons, ami wings of an eagle, mid bodv of a lion.' " The g 1T i ino? was 
sacrtni io O-iris. It ':- here represented ]; i L I i 1 1 ;r ■ us miiiuus bird or serpent. 

No. 4, A gladiator or eiimiual ene'aged with a lion. 

No. 5. A horseman with a cap a:id trowse. 

No. 6. A sheep, to w-hieh the Egyptians ],aid divine honour. 

No. 7. An equestrian figure. 

No. 8 is a p-.eolv Mgyptinn figure— a deuole-h caned Anubis be- (tiding a double- 
heioleil croe.-nbb:; Anulii.-- being inseparably the o.iui|.:iiibii of Isis. 

No. 9. A imii sitting or. (ho iieorl of another, leading in one hand a fish and 
in the other a cup: an allusion to lsis. 

No. 11). A double-headed monster. 

Ni. 11. A bird destroying a crocodile, or some serpent of the lizard kind. 

No 12. .\ satyr resting on two deer. 

No. >■',. Two birds on a Roman masque. 

No. H. A grotesque, with the head and comb of a r.oek, the body and anas 
sii.oe.bo- ivingcd, with the feci and tail of a satyr, playing on a 
moon wil . i bow; behind i? n scalene triangle. Opoesirc is nrV:ither irniesijio 
impel, with the head and hnves nf a gout, the lower extremities bu- 
man Tic.: these are Kgypiiiiu hien.-i vphiivi! figures is eonaimcd hv various 
authors lie triangle denoted Urns, son of isis and O.-siris. From :[!,■ li .-.,,,,., 
nr fiP .--.| . i ills contained in the crypl, if. was lively to have been an Isaioii or 
K'.iniu cli ..e\ sacred l.o Isis. and an enriy iinilaiinn of liemari models. Toon: 
•fen.- Ul'.l. loubt i.lnii this building was creeled long prior to tin: enniing ,.f the 
Sim. ns, iy Hie Rounius, most probably under Oonsianlinc. The eroteseties ex- 
hibited on the capitals were mostly confined In emits, and .lerived from the ec- 
" ,| "- ■■■'-■■ '■' I'igyiitian superstition. Similar instances are to he -ecu in tie' 
va.nlis at lleidism, which, like O.ntcraury. nas a Itoir.an station; and in whioo. 
may be tV.'.imi fragments of Roman inserintions. grotesque limiv,^ , iM l much 
carved stone work." [Porphyry, Tertu'.lian, Montiaucon, Hutchinson.] 
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Rr.glish by !l:e Archbnliop of Aries. After lie returned, ho sent a de- 
putation to Rfiuk!, lo inform the I'oue of (ho success of bis mission. ;nid 
t,0 request tile solution of sonic theological questions. All embassy from 
Gregory brought back the answers required, with instructions to the 
priests to exert themstdves in the diffusion of the light of the Gospel; 
t-lii- v brought oyer vessels :5ml vestments for the altar, copes, relies, &c, 
with n letter and presents to King Ethel bert. The Pope's letter to the 
Anglo-Saxon monarch, bears date the Kith day of the Calends of June, 
A. d. 601, ' and may be seen in liede, or in the History of l.ladulf 6.c 
Pieeto : the one here transcribed is from the latter : 

" Pope Gregory lo El.lidlcrl, King of the Angle*. 

" Glorious son, guard with solicitude l.lio faith which thou hast divinely 
received. Hasten to .spread the Christian faith among the peoples sub- 
ject to thee; multiply the zftfJ of thy rectitude in their conversion ; pro- 
scribe the worship of idols and destroy their temples. Per Odd himself 
will render the name of your glory even more glorious to posterity, seek- 
ing as you do bis honour amoti!; na'ions saved. Ho it was that Constanline, 
Hie most pious Emperor, reclaimed the liomati state from the profane 
worship of idols, mid subjected it to Almighty God. Ami thus it came 
to pass, that this man vanquished by his praises the fame of the ancient 
princes, and surpassed his predecessors by continued well-doing." 
" Pope Gregory lo Bertha, Queen of /he Angles, 

11 We bless Almighty God. who hath graciously veuchsaled to reserve 
for your reward the conversion of the people of the Angles. For, aa 
through the memorable Helena, the mother of the most pious Coustau- 
line, jilmperor of the llomans, the hearts of the .Romans were kindled 
to the Christian faith ; so, by the Keal of your glory, we are coolidcot the 
mercy of God is operating among (.lie people of the Angles." 
" Pope Gri'ijonj lo Aut/v-v'inc. Jihliop nf the- Jwyfef. 

"Who may suffice to recount what gladness lias arisen in the hearts 
of all the faithful, that (lie people of the Angles, by the operation of the 
Abnigbiy's grace, and by thy broiberly labour, have, upon (.lie expulsion 
of the darkness of error, been penetrated by (.he light of the holy faith ; 
that with integrity of mind they now trample on the idols to which an 
insane fear had before subjected them ; thai, they are prosl cared before Al- 
mighty God in a pure heart; (.hat from the lapses of wickedness they 
are tied to the restraints of holy preaching; that, in soul t.hey arc brought 
under, and in understanding are lifted up to, the divine precepts; lliat 
they humble themselves even to the earth, in order that their mind may 
not rest m earth. Of whom is this work but of Him who suilh ■' My 
father worketh. hitherto, and I work.' " 

Many rich vestments, vessels, relics, and a pall, given by St. Gregory 
(o St. Austin, were afterwards kept in the monastery of St. Austin, at 
Canterbury. Their original iiiver.(cry, drawn up by Thomas of lilinhani, 
in the reign of Henry the l''iftli, is preserved in the Harleian Library, 
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and" published by Mrs. E, Elstob, at the end of a Saxon panegyric c 



"The pall sent by Gregory, was for Augustin to say mass in. This 

pallium soil t by the Popes to archbishops, is mi ornament worn 
upon their shoulder?, with a lappd hanging down upon the breast mid 
back. It is made with white lamb's-wooi mid spotted with purple 
Crosses.'" The first Ohristiiiu Emperors gave this imperial ornament 
to eminent bishops; it is recorded as one of the gifts bestowed by the 
British Emperor Constantino on Pope Sylvester. 

The letter of Gregory to Augustine directs i.ha* the pallium shall only 
be worn during the solemnity of mass. It. likewise directs that bishops 
for twelve places, subordinate to his own see, shall ho appointed, amongst 
which was to he one for London, who was to he eon see /ate d by his own 
synod, anil lo receive a pallium from Home. A bishop of York is to 
be ordained, with power to ordain twelve subordinate bishops, and the 
Pope expresses his design of bestowing on him also the pall. The 
Bishop of London was to take precedence of his brother Bishop of York, 
as being first ordained, but to have no power over him. 

Mellitus, the .Roman Abbot, who came to England in 601, was eonse- 
crated by Augustine, Bishop of London, (104, and having succeeded Lau- 
ren tins in the Archbishopric of Canterbury, died April 24, 624. 

There had been u progression of events, meanwhile, in other parts of 
Britain. Three more kingdoms, Northumberland, East Anglia, and 
Essex, lind become established; the last of these was founded by l.'ll'a, 
the survivor of twelve Haxon princes, who had landed on the eastern 
coast of Britain about five yours after Bel-ilia's marriage. Rcdwald, 
King of the East Angles, had been brought up in the pasran. doctrines; 
but, through the incessant exertions of Kim: Ethelhert, wus led to re- 
nounce the worship el' idols, and in 00!..* was baptized ai. Canterbury. i 
The fiouiiisiiiiis of Rcdwald comprised Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, the 
Isle of Ely, and part of Bedfordshire. 3 The Kings of East Anglia had 
several royal residences, one at, Rendlesham in Suffolk, and another at 
Ely : at the first of these li.odtvald built a church, otl his conversion to 
Chrrsliuiiiiy. The principal abode of Rcdwald was at Ka.ninghail, of 
which the ruins are yet to be seen, near which coins and various ami- 
quilics have from time to time been dug up : and Tbetfbrd, another royal, 
abode of Must Anglia, is even now filled with ruins of religious houses 
above all other towns in England. 

The conversion of Rcdwald led to very important, results. The court 
of this Prince had become the asylum of the fugitive Prince Edwin, who, 
when an infant, had been deprived of his patrimonial inheritance, the 
crown of Northumberland, by Kthclfrid the Wild, wdio had married his 
sister Acha, both being children of Alia, first King of Beira. Piuding, 
oiler u time, that his life was no longer secure ai the Northumbrian court, 
Edwin sought the protection first of Cadwan, Kins of Wales, who dwelt 
at, Uaer Kogont, wdmso wife was a relation of Qiieubnrga, Ids own consort, 

'Butler. " Kisjjin, Turner, Butler. ' Usher, "Wluttakoir, Butler 
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daughter of Cuo:l, King of iUereia. The prot.Ttion afford ed by Cadwan, 
gave umbrage to Ei.helfrid. who shortly after repudiated Acha. 

Edwin, however, finding that, Oadwan iv-is in clanger from his star, lefl 
bis retreat, and wandered from court to court, no Prince daring to protect 
him, through dread of his formidable nifiuv. Such was bis life dining 
twenty-seven years, until, at the age of thirty, be obtained an asylum 
with the East. Anglian King, ami by bis amiable qualities and noble 
demeanour, engaged the respect and esteem of Erdwald and his subjects. 
Eihetfrid offered rich presents to the .bast: Anglian, to induce him to 
deliver up his guest, or put him secretly to death ; but (he King after 
wilh.-iandiog many sinli offers, at last iv:i- tempted to il,:li.iicr<tt,\ feeling 
his inequality in strength to Etholfrid.' At, this moment, which threat- 
ened snob peril to Edwin, an unexpected friend arose. Tie unfortunate 
I'rince was made acquainted by the Qiieon nf lio.dwald of what bad trans- 
pired. His confidence in her husband's honour and generosity bad at first 
won her regard, and bis. many amiable enclitics riveted her esteem. 

Edwin would not avail himself of the opportunity thus afforded for 
escape, but waited calmly the result. Meanwhile, the Queen sought Iter 
husband. Availing herself of her wclbknowu influence, this uoble- 
sjiiritcd woman resolved, if possible, to save her husband from the dis- 
bonoiu-a.bic act he was about to commit.. She told him : '• It stood not 
with the high and saered stale of .a. King, io buy and sell the bodies of 
men, as it were a, [jo try chapman ; or that which is more dishonourable 
and slave-like, to sell away his. faith, a. thing which he ought to hold more 
precious than all the gold aud gems of the whole world, yea, than his 
own life." 2 

While Edwin was, therefore, yet occupied in pondering over this unex- 
pected t.uro of affairs, the messenger of the Queen, whose name, which 
shouid have been written in letters of gold, as a glory to Iter sex, is unfor- 
tunately lost, informed him that Eedwaid bad been inspired with belter 
thoughts, and refused to yield up his guest, 3 

The Queen carried her generous influence yet further; for, at her 
request. Uedwahl levied ati army, and marched against. Edndfrid. The 
Northumbrian King was slain io the engagement, which followed, when 
Kodwaid complied his triumph, by entering Northumberland as its con- 
queror; and far from taking for his oivtt any portion of that, district,, 
plaeed Edwin in security on the throne of his ancestors. 1 This magna- 
nimous conduct procured for Eedwahl the dignity of Emperor of the 
Saxons hi liritain, aud enlilled him Io be called the : - British Arhlhh-x." 

The "Villa Kegia," or seat of the Northumbrian inonarchs, was Os- 
mund th erne, in Yorkshire; at which place may still be seen a piece of 
stained glass, representing a King with a crown, sword, and shield, bear- 
ing the arms of the Kingdom of East. A.r.glia, while a local tradition 
telates, that at that spot, Edwin, King of Northumberland, was hospi- 
tably entertained by (ledwald, and reinstated in his dominions. 5 

In spite of this tine action, worthy of s Christian, after returning into 

' Hume, Ra.pin. ■ Camden, from Beiie. ' Rapm. 

' .illen's History of York. s Ilutuliiuso:). Kapha, Ifumo. 
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Bast Anglm, B-edwald is said to have relapsed into idolatry, the very 

same year,' though without wholly l'orsaldug t.lic ( -hnsl-hm faith; for, in 
tin; temple in wli IcjIj sacrifices to Odin wore pci-fiii-iiiofl by Ids order, was 
contained two altars, o.-ie tli/Hrali-d In (.'hr!'l. nm! uimljar In i,loh;. The 
latter, Bode assures us, lusted to the time of Auu! f, King of Kast Anglic, 
his own contemporary, who mentioned Unit lie had seen it- when a hoy. 
Ho singular a- combination ra.tlicr promoted than retarded the progress of 
Christianity, !.y awakening the attention of the people. The return to 
idolatrous worship of Ileuwakl, is ascribed 10 J he iuihiotiee of Ids Queen, 
who is described by Banghoriie as "a, woman of groat mind slid remark- 
able prudence, but too tiiiieli given to idolatry." Cul.hrio says : "Though 
the possessed the virtues, she had not the graces of Christianity, being 
averse to its religion ; yet, the generous protection she afforded to Edwin, 
and the noble sentiments with width she inspired her husband, together 
with the great, veneration the nation had for her family, give us the 
highest idea of her spirit, and good sense." 2 

At a subsequent period, Bthelburgu Talc, the daughter of Queen Ber- 
tha, became the wife of J'idwin. wiili whom, perhaps, an acquaintance bad 
commenced at the court of Keowatd, during his exile. 

The husband of Queen Bertha, besides assisting Scbert, his nephew, 
(converted through bis means), i.u the erection of the Monastery of St. 
Peter's, Westminster, built, the Cathedral of .Rochester, which he dedi- 
cated to St, Andrew. To him belonged the glory of abolishing idol-wor- 
ship throughout, his dominion--, and of either closing the temples of 
paganism, or converting them to the service of Christ, In all his great 
undertakings, Kihoihert was assisted by Queen Bertha, though her name 
does not prominently appear, t:x^\il, on the occasion of the grand religious 
revolution, brought, about, through her pious zeal, and which may he said 
to have occasioned an intercourse with foreign countries, which greatly 
tended to improve the Saxons. 

The remains of Queen Bertha, whose death preceded that of Kthel- 
bert, were deposited, at her death, in the porch of the Church of St, 
Martin, at Canterbury, where also rested those of the future saint, Au- 
gustine, wdio died before his regal friend and jKtfron, and of Luidhnrd. 
the Bremen bishop, — the new cathedral of Canterbury being yet iraeon- 
secrated. a 

After the loss of Bertha, Btbelbert, proba.bly feeling the blank in hia 
domestic happiness occasioned by tins! circumstance, married a second 
Queen; yet at his own death, in G16, he was buried by the French 
Princess's side, in St. Martin's Porch, within the Church of St. Peter 

' l-'cl in rib Guthrie. 

1 Sigebert, her sou by a former husband, hisu:?. sent to France on her marriage 

to Heiiwal.l, the usurper of his t'iefits, iiiiiaimo I lie dependant euest mil:! prvl/l/.< 
of Clollia.iv, the l-'t-eneii mona.rcu, ami eventual!,',', on this death of his n:,:!"- bro- 
ther, liarpweid, mountod the .Kast Angliun throne. Edwin, restored to his in 
litu-itauuo of >,orthum norland, declined, on Heihvidd's death, die |ii jli'eivd ri--,:i 
of his bono fad or, M.v.M.rum;; it. to liis sou Jiai'pwnld, whoso mother had su bo 
friended him in adversity. 
» Chron. of W. Thorn. 
20 
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fin'] ^!._ Pan].' His remains wore afterwards deposited umk the high 
altar in the same church, 1 and a light was kept, eons'anily burning before 
his tomb. 5 The memory of In':: piety and virtues caused biiu to he- after- 
wards canonized as a .saint, and to be honoured, or* February 24th, the 
day of his death, in "Roman and iSuxon mar tyro logics under the nsmo, 
end. 'am I in iiiir own limes, of Albert. 

The epitaph on Queen liertba, preserved by Lcland, may be translated 

" Adorned with virtues, here lies the blessed Queen Bertha, who was 
m favour with (!od, and greatly beloved by mankind." 

About the middle of the eighth century, another Queen of Kent dis- 
tinguished herself by her exertions in favour of Christianity- This was 
Aldeburgs, wife of Krhelberl, who reigr.ed jointly with his brother, 
Eedbert. a.T). 7-25. While the Kin-, her husband, Viis stil! a heathen, 
Aldeburga re-established the deserted" church of St, Martin, and the hymn 
and the prayer were again heard within its consecrated walls. 4 

In 61b', Avehbishop Lawrence consecrated the now ediliee at Canter- 
bury, and removing the body of St. Augustine thither, buried it in the 
north porch. 

If Ethelbcrt's object in choosing a seound consort bad been to secure a 
protector for his young family, he certainly erred in judgment; for his 
second consort was unworthy to succeed the pious JSerl.ha. Eadbald was 
his father's successor, and had no sooner mounted the throne, GIG, than 
he married the Queen, his mother-in-law, with whom he was passionately 
in love, she being very young and very beautiful. 

Lauren tins, sueoessor of Augustine, finding not. onlv that Kadbald, 
after this marriage, had returned to idolatry, "but that his example had 
influenced his subjects to do the same, prepared to depart into Pranco, 
his preaching here producing so little fruit: Mellitus and Justus, his 
companions, h;:d already quitted the country, but be resolved, before he 
did so, to make one more eltorl. to reclaim the ahandoued son of the great 
Eihclbcrt and pious lierrlia, the protectors of the Christian faith. ' hie 
was perhaps the more induced to take this step, by the fact thai Eadbald, 
since his crime, had ''been troubled with frequent fits of madness, and 
oppressed of an evil spirii, 5 his guilty conscience being its own accuser. 
Suddenly appearing before the King, the good prelate threw on" his vest- 
ments, exhibiting to Kadbald a body torn with stripes and braises. The 
King inquired who had dared to treat in such a manner one of so high 
a rank tvs the Archbishop; when he was told that St. 1'et.er, Prince of 
the Apostles, had ::ppoared lo him in a vision, and bestowed on him that. 



"Kins Etlu'Rieil lieth here. 
Closeii iii liis !.•,:_•, :j.ii:U-i- : 

IV i-.ll : ]i:ili;; Mi'.Ifi'SlOS sum 111! [iocs 

lo CliHst without meumkr." 
" Hex l:tl]o":l:.i-.rtes hie clu.iiditur in pnlyandro, 
Jfaiiii plans ocit.ii (..:hr:shi incut a bo in" nicuiuiro." 
1 Polyiiore Vergil. ' Palgravo. 
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chastisement, with a severe reprimand, for his intending to desert his 
charge. Eadbald was so struck by the mirnele, that lie returned to his 
former fa-it.il, ii.n.l divorcing himself Irani Ms mother-in-law, received the 
rite of baptism from Lauren this. The people, imit.iic.iug their ruler, were 
also restored to the faith of Christ. 1 Mcliitus and Justus were recalled 
from France by Eadbald, the former to the see of Rochester, and the 
latter to that of London, but the Londoners eould not he persuaded (.0 
receive him, Eudbald having less influence than his father. The King 
pas-ed the rest of his life in piety and penitence ; and to expiate his sins, 
founded a college within the walls of Dover Castle, which Wightred, one 
of his successors, removed into the town, and stored with twenty-two 
canons, dedicating it to St. Martin, A. d. 725. 3 

The coiwert.cd'Ktug married Emma., daughter of Theodobort, King of 
Austrasia, now Lorraine. This lady became the mother of three children, 
Krnienred, Lheombert, and Enswitliu. The eldest son died in his nil Iter's 
lifetime, but Ereombert was destined to revive the faded glory of his 
family; Ensivitha, emulating the piety of her grandmother 1'ertha, of 
blessed' memory, founded the Abbey of Folkestone, in Kent, and, having 
assumed the religious habit, presided over it as abbess till her death, 
when her name and virtues were enrolled in the saintly calendar, August 
31st, the day of her departure from this life. 

Eadbald reigned twenty-five years, and dying, was interred near his 
father, in a. little chapel built by' himself, in honour of the Virgin Alary. 
Queen Emma, whom one of our poets ' has designated as — 

" Lady Emme, of France I lie chescci flower," 
died the following year, and was laid by the side of her husband, both 
their remains being deposited at the altar of St. John. 

' Rapin, Hume. 

' This edifice was nftenviinls rebuilt, in Henry the First's rcipi, by Archbishop 
William '"'oil . L -il, a, d. n;!ll, ivliusu sm;cessur, lYi.^ibl, j^hiccl i.ieiicliclino iin.nU 
in it, anil wiled it "The New Work at. Di.vor." It v.:is siuri.:,.L::eit .\ttciii*-; 
Kith, 21 Henry VIII., the yearly value being £'2'A'l 10?. h\d. 

■ lir.o.islenve. 
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ETHELBURGI "THE SILENT," AND ENFLEDA, 

QUEENS OF EDWIN "THE GREAT" AND OSWY. 

Marriajic (if Kthclliiii-fpa to Edwin— 1'iiulimis— His ical -The Life nf Kifwin at- 
tempted — A daughter, rhii'.i'da-, bcru — illic is dedicated by her falber to God- 
Pup^ Boniface — His letting- Coiiii, tlm jiiie-l— -.Mis fatuous speech and acl — 
Edwin becomes h <."]n-i«li:i c — IHldr. fn-t- a|.] 'inr- — Km hit.; us converts in Nor- 
thumberland — Edwin's progresses -■ The Tufa- Hdivin killed in battle against 
J'enda — Eadfrid liiiirilercd — 1 , '.(1iv'!.1j!ii , lj;i sitks prut-covon ivilli her brother, the 
KinK of Kent, accompli moil by I'liulmus-- Sim sen- Is her suns to France: they 
die there — She founds a. nunnery, .-.mi lakes l.lio veil- ■ Her acts of charity — 
The Danes — En ileda tleniiini.icii in nian-inac l:y Osv.y — The voyage aud the 
jars of oil — The mm-riuso — Entlcda builds tin- Alouastoiy of Tiucmouth— Wil- 
fred— Enfled a' s da.ugbln' (loi!ii:,itoil to G-.id- Caiiliiiou, the poet — The Synod at 
Whitby — The mother and daughter — The spirit of the Abbes;. 

THIS lady who, unlike tin: generality nf her sex, became renowned for 
taciturnity, and Eufloda, her daugbter, wire Queens of JN'ori.liuinberlaiid. 
Their history being inliinaiely eomucri'd, ir has been thought better to 
unite the record of tljeir lives. 

Ethelburga "Tate/' or "the Silent," was the daughtor of Ethelbert 
rind his pious Qoeon Bertha, and was educated in the Chrisiiati ihilb. 
I'itiiei burin's beauty and virtues were destined to atone to Edwin the 
Great, King of Northumberland, fur his runny troubles. 

Edwin was twenty-tbree years of age when he mounted the throne, 
;mi! iit, the time when lie married Eihelburga, was in his thirty -fir-ni year. 
<.Jiu-u":;-.irtr:i, whom he hud espoused when \e.ry young, had not lived to 
behold iii.ii- husband rein stated in Lis right-si: she died while lie was an 
exile, leaving two sous, Osi'red and Edi'red. 

It was about the year 0"24 that Edwin sent ambassadors to the court 
of Kent, to demand the band of the Princess hh.hclbnrga. .!!er parents 
'; but their sou Eadbald sat upon the throne, and Edwin was 
ous to strengthen himself by an alliance with him. Eadbald 
gave his eonsent to his sister's marriage ; but uol without making certain 
sum birmus, wliioh were rendered necessary by Imlwiu's being a fdiower 
of I'aganisni. As Elhciburga was a Christian, lier brother t-i-fjiiit-.il that 
she should be allowed to follow thai, n ligiou without restriction, and be 
permitted to have her own ministers to oilieiate. Edwin, on receiving 
this answer by bis ambassadors, undertook that ho would not. in any way 
whatever oppose the Prineess in her religious; exercises, but would, on 
the contrary, permit her, and all whom she might bring with her, to 
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follow tliuii- faith accord iii<r to the principles of Christianity. iHore than 
tins, lie declared thai lie would himself embrace that, doctrine., if, Oil 
examination by means of wise men appoints! for (lie purpose, it should 
prove more holy and worthy of God than his own. On this, Eli uclluirga 
was promised to Edwin, and Paulinus, "a man beloved of God," ordained 
bishop, that lie might accompany thi: royal bride into Northumberland. 1 
It was hoped tbat this excellent prelate, by bis daily exlinrtations, and 
exercising I he mysterious offices of the iakli, would not only ton firm the 
hearts of" the Princess and her attendants, but prevent their becoming 
corrupted by the society of the Pagans. 2 

The marriage of EtheUmrga, the (jlms:.ian, to the Pagan King. Edwin, 
was solemnised at the royal city of York, A.D. 625. 3 

It was on .Easter Sunday, in l.V2(i, the year following, that an attempt 
was made on the life of Edwin, by a person in the employ of the King 
of Wcsscx. Eumcr — for so the man was oalled — under pretence of con- 
veying a message, obtained admittance to the royal presence., when, draw- 
ing Ins dagger, he rushed on the King. The faithful Lilla, one of 
Edwin's oi.lieci's, perceiving bin masters danger, interposal his own body, 
and received the wound, which had been dealt so violently tbat the 
danger, after piercing Lilla, even wounded Edwin ; before, however, the 
could repeat the blow, he was despatched by tbe royal 



Scarcely had the grateful King returned thanks to the gods for his 
own preservation, when Panlitius appeared with the welcome tidings that 
bis Queen Ethelburga had just been safely delivered of a daughter, its 
birth supposed to have been hastened by the alarm of the recent event.. 
Patiliuus immediately gave thanks to Christ for both tlie.se joyful occur- 
rences, and upon that, strove to persuade the King that, through his 
prayers to the Saviour, F.!.helburga. had been enabled to bring forth her 
child in safety. Edwin, delighted with the words of the priest, and tbo 
happy tidings of which he had been I he hearer, promised, that in case 
(bid would grant, him life and victory over the King who had armed the 
hand tii i igaiusi. him, he would renounce the worship of idols. 

As an earnest of this promise, he delivered over his newly-horn daughter 
to Paulinua, to be forthwith consecrated to the service of Christ. 
Enfteda— for that was the name bestowed on the royal infant — was the 
first baptized of tiie Northumbrian nation. The solemn rite was per- 
formed on Whitsunday, and twelve other members of the royal family 
were baptized with the Utile princess, 6 

Malton, in Yorkshire, was the birthplace of Entlodii, aud the scone of 
Edwin's e-.ca.pe from the dagger of Jvuuier. The King bad a royal villa 
at this place, where he was at that time residing, liiomplon, a village 
between .Malton and Scarborough, was another royal residence of the 
Kings of Northumberland. 6 

1 The first Abbot of iiar'biny, named Deila. according to Untie, iiesi;r:be:l Pan- 
limii as oi.ll of stature, a little stooping, his loot- biae'*, iiis visage meagre, his, 
now sloii'lcr ami aquiline, tiis ilssii'ijI buf.1i venerable ;Oul majestic 

" Bede. ' Hutchinson, Harding. * Hume 
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As soon as Edwin recovered from his wound, which was at first alarm- 
ing, he marched against (.lie West ISa.vcns, ami having defeated his ene- 
mies, put to the sword ii.ll those who had sought his life.' 

His consort, emulating the glory of her mother Bertha, had, in the 
meantime;, left uo argument untried which could influence her husband to 
adopt Hie Christian faith, ami extended the same care towards his North- 
umbrian suhjeefs, 2 Pope .Boniface, h-aruing the exertions made by 
Etheibnrga u:r the propagation of the doctrines of Christ, encouraged the 
U'imo: i :]-::i]^;, by himself addressing a letter to Etheibnrga, exhorting her 
to persevere in her holy purpose; he sent, at- the same time, a letter to 
her royal husband. Of these letters, both of which are preserved by 
Bede, we select that addrcs-od to Edielhurga, who was the undoubted 
means of introducing the faith into Northumberland. 

"The copy of the letter of the most blessed and apcstolic Boniface, Pope 

of the city of Rome, to Bthclburga, King Edwin's Queen. 
"To the illustrious lady, his daughter, Queen Ethelburga, Boniface, 

Bishop, servant of the servants of Clod. The goocness of our' Redeemer 
has, with much providence, offered (lie means of salvation to the human 
race, which he rescued by the shedding of bis precious blood, from the 
bonds of captivity to (be devil : so that making bis name known in divers 
ways to the Gentiles, they might, acknowledge their Creator by embracing 
the mystery of the Christian faith, which thing, the mystical regeneration 
of your purification, plainly shows to have bran bestowed upon the mind 
of your highness by Cod's bounty. Our mind, therefore, has much re- 
joiced in the benefit of our Lord's goodness, for that he has vouchsafed, 
in your conversion, to kindle a spark of the orthodox religion, by which 
He might the more easily inflame in His love the understand! nsr, not 
only of your glorious consort, but aiso of all the nation that is subject, to 
you. For we have been informed by those who came to acquaint us with 
(lie laudable conversion of our illustrious sou. King Eadbald, that your 
Highness also, having received the wonderful sacrament of the Christian 
faith, continually excels in the performance of works pious arid acceptable 
to God ; that, you likewise carefully refrain from the worship of idols, and 
the deceits of temples and auguries, and having changed your devotion, 
are so taken up with the love of your Redeemer, as never" to cease lend- 
ing year a-ssisl-mce for the propagation of the Christian faith. Adu our 
fatherly eaarily having earnestly inquired concerning your illustrious hus- 
band, we were given to understand, that he still served abominable idols, 
and would not yield obedience or give ear to the voice of the preachers. 
This occasioned us no small grief, for that, part of your body still remained 
a_straugcr to the knowledge of the supreme 'and undivided Trinity. 
Whereupon we, in our fatherly eare, did not delay to admonish vour 
Christian Highness, exhorting you, that, with the help of the Divine in- 
spiration, you will not defer to do that, which, both in season and out of 
season, is required of us ; that witli tile co-operating power of our Lord and 
fvivioiir Jesus Christ, your husband also may be added to the number 
of Chi istians, to the end that you may thereby enjoy the rites oi marriage 
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iii the bond of a holy and unblemished union. For it is written, ' they 

shall bo in one flesh.' How can it be said, that there is unity beiAvecn 
you, if he continues a stranger to the brightness of your faith, by the in- 
i. v|iii:-ilinii li i' dark and detestable error f Therefore, applying yours el I' 
conri:in:illy ■-" prayer, do not cense to lies of the Divine mercy the benefit 
of bis illumination; to the end, that those whom the union of carnal 
affection h:is made in a manner but one body, may, after death, continue 
in nor pet.ua I union, by the bond of faith. Persist, therefore, illustrious 
il:i ii :. 1 1 1 . i , and to the utmost of your power, endeavour to soften the hard- 
ness of bis heart, by insinuating (ho Divine precepts ; making him sensi- 
ble how noble the mystery is which you have received by believing, and 
how Wonderful is the reward, which, by the new birth, you have merited 
to obtain. Inflame the coldness of liis heart by the knowledge of the 
Holy Ghost, that by the abolition of the cold and pernicious worship of 
Paganism, the heat of Divine faith may enlighten bis undersliincmiir, 
through your frequent exhortations; that the testimony of the Holy 
Scripture may appear the more conspicuous, fulfilled by you, ' The utihe- 
lieving husband shall be saved by the be'ioyiug wife !'' For to this effect 
you have obtained the merey of our Lord's goodness, that you may return 
with increase the fruit of iaitb, and the benefit in truster! in your hands ; 
for through the assistance of His mercy, wo do not cease, with freipiont 
prayers, io beg that you may lie able to perform (he same. Having pre- 
mised thus much, in pursuance of the duty of our fatherly affection, we 
exhort you, that when the epporiuoily of a. bearer shall offer, yon will, as 
soon as possible, acquaint us with the success which the Divine power 
shall grant by your means, in the conversion of your consort, and of the 
nation subject to you ; to the end. that our solicitude, which earnestly 
expects what appertains to the salvation of you and yours, may, by hear- 
ing from you, be set. at rest: and that we, discerning more fully the 
brightness of the Divine propitiation diffused in you, may, with a joyful 
confession, abundantly return doe thanks to God, the giver of ail good 
things, and to St. J.'eler, the prince of the apostles." 

This letter finishes with a trait of friemiiioe-s somewhat singular, arid 
no doubt agreeable to I he female receiver : " Wo have, moreover, sent you 
the blessing of your protector, St, Peter, the prince of the apostles, that 
is, a silver io;iking-glass, and a gib. ivory comb, which we entreat your 
s'loi'v wiil receive with the same kind affection, as it is known to be sent 
by us." 

The letter of Pope Boniface to Kdwiu was, in like manner, accom- 
panied by presents: these were, " a shirt with ooe gold ornament, ami 
one garment of Aucyra, 1 named in the epistle, Edwin had, in the iir-t 
ins.-aiice hesitated to embrace the new doctrine, but the efforts of Ethel- 
burga were destined to be crowned with success. The King had promised 
her that, he wouhl examine the foundations on which the new faith resled, 
and that if iie found them satisfactory in; Was willing to become a convert. 

1 Antvrii or Angora, n city ui' l.i.oaiia, spoken of liv 1'liay and Strain), formerly 
tlie sei:c of the thiols. It wis tnere Unit die pi.riiciilar kind ef c.lulli made of 
goals' ivjal was ..lye.l, and underwent die proceid indled o:;:iU, which "girve it its 
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Accordingly, he held several confe renecs willi Paulinus, canvassed the 
arguments he proposed with the wisest of his counsellors, retired f"rt:fjuciitiy 
froui company, to resolve in solitude that all-important question, and at 
length rJitit to the desired conclusion. 

A year had passed in anxious deliberation on thrs truth, when. " attended 
by Paulinos, Edwin entered the great council, requested the advice of his 
faithful Witan, ami exposed to l.hcni the reasons which induced him to 
prefer Christianity to the worship of paganism. Coiffi, the high priest 
of jNorthumbria, was the first to reply, whose faith was shaken by re- 
peated disappointments, lie ar.templed to prove t.!io futility of the pa nan 
religion by his own misfortunes, and avowed his own resolution 'to listen 
to the reasons, and examine t.tio doctrine of Paulinus.' He was followed 
by an aged thane, who.-e discourse oilers an interesting pieture of the 
simplicity of the age. ' When,' said lie, '0 King, you and your ministers 
are sealed at table, in the depth of winter, and the" cheerful lire blazes on 
the hearth in the middle of the hall, a sparrow, perhaps chased by the 
wind and snow, enters at one door of the apartment and escapes by the 
Other. During the moment of its passage il enjoys the warmth; when 
it is once departed, it is seen no more. Such is the nature of man. 
During a few years bis existence is visible; but what iias preceded or 
what will follow it, is concealed from the view of mortals. If the new 
redgion offer any information on subjects so mysterious and important, it 
must be worthy of our attention.' To these reasons the other members 
assented. Paulinus was desired to explain the principal articles of the 
Christian faith; and the Kio^ expressed bis dcieriuiuation to embrace 
the doctrine of tins missionary. When it was asked, who would dare to 
profane [.he altars of Woden, Coilli iieceolcd the dangerous otlice. Laying 
aside the emblems of ihe priestly dignity, lie assumed the dress of a 
warrior, and, despising the prohibitions of the Saxon superstition, mounted 
the favorite charger of hklwiri. liy those who were ignorant of his motives 
Ins conduct was attributed to temporary insanity. But disregarding their 
clamours, ho proceeded to the nearest temple, and bidding defiance "to the 
gods of his fathers, burled his spear into the sacred edifice. It stuck in 
the opposite wall; and, to the surprise of the trembling spectators, the 
heavens were silent, and (he sacrilege was unpunished, insensibly they 
recovered from their fears, and, encouraged by the exhortations ol'Ooifii, 
burnt to the ground the temple and the surrounding groves." 1 

Alcuin has celebrated the fame of Coifli in his poem on the Church 
of York. 

The King, now changed in heart lis well as doctrine desired to receive 
the rite of baptism, which was perfurmed with much solemnity during 
the festival of Easter, at the Church of St. Peter, in York, Paulinus 
himself officiating. On this great occasion, which took place A. D. 627, 
many Northumbrians, both of the nobility and meaner classes, received 
the same rile. Of the number was Hilda, a young SSaxon giri of royal 
birth, being great-niece of Edwin : then she was fourteen years of ago 
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only, but she lived to become one of the most distinguished characters of 

The simple church whose interior was the scene of this imposing spec- 
tacle, so new and interesting iu a Datiou of unbelievers, at tie tune 
was constructed el' wood, but was afterwards re-edified willi stone by the 
King, win) made it a cathedral, constituting Pauliuus archbishop of the 
see. 

Crowds now began daily to flock to Paulinos to receive the baptismal 
rite, and it is on record of that venerable prelate Uiai, being at, one time 
staying with tin-. Kin- ami Queen at Yeveriu, in Northumberland, ho was 
cm pi ■-Veil fur six-ami- thirty days, from morning till night, in instructing 
the throng (hat pressed forward to receive the new doctrine, whom he 
baptized in the river Grlen. Churches and oratories were as yet unbuilt, 
and thus, as among the primitive Christians, rivers were brought into use 
bv Puulinus, especially the Swale, as at the royal mansion in the tieigh- 
borhood el' that river Pauiiuus most commonly resided with the King.' 
Edwin is also said to have dwelt at Atildby, about six miles from the city 
of York. Christianity had now fairly dawned on Northumberland. 

The ltoman altars and tenures had been laid in the dust, and a gen- 
cral indifference to religion prevailed at the time when Bason mythology 
was introduced ; and this was now supplanted by the pure doctrine of a 
revealed religion, which quickly spread, and with such good effect through- 
out the north', that it is said, a woman and her infant might have passeu, 
without danger or damage, from sea to sea, 2 so rare had acts of injustice 
become. 

Having procured peace with the ether Kings, his contemporaries, Kdwin 
em pi i. ■yef Phi in self in progress through bis own territories, fur the redress 
of the injured— enacting just laws for the public protection. He care- 
fully repaired tin: reads "throughout Norl humborlaml, malting them sate 
and commodious; and so minutely did the King regard the eomlott or 
his people, that every spring by the way-side was provided with a bowl, 
for the refreshment of travellers. 3 

pidity of character. Kdwin became 
: Saxon Heptarchy. " His dignity," 
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Penda, who was his relative, was murdered hy him in violation of his 

Edwin had four children bv Etholbnrga; two of whom only survived 

him, Ulkfrou and Enflcda. The claims of these children of Edwin were 
set aside in favour of Eanfrid and Osrio, of whom the former tool; pn»- 
session of Northumberland, and Hie latter of Deira; wbile the people 
strange to say, after snob r,n example, on losing their Curi-tian" Kui"-, 
reverted to a state of paganism. 

Ethelburga adopted the alternative which alono remained for safety to 
herself and family. Taking with her, her children, and Uffi, the son of 
Osrr,d. who was now an orphan, she determined to seek the protection 
ol kadbahl, king of Kent, her brother, who had married Emma, a 
.h'cnoii princess. Accordingly the Queen placed herself and family un- 
der the protection of EasMis, a faithful chieftain, and fled by sea' into 
Kent, A. li, 027, where the royal fugitives were honourably received first 
by llonorius, and afterwards by Eabbald himself; who bestowed on 
J'aulmus, the laitbful friend and adviser of Ids sister, who accompanied 
her on this occasion as in all others, the see of Rochester, in which ho 
passed the romnmdor of his days ; bequeathing to the church there at 
bis death, the pall which he had received from the Unman Pontiff- ' \ 
great number of precious ornaments, which had belon-ed to Km" Edwbit 
were conveyed by Paulines into Kent at the same time; among them 
were a large golden cross ami a golden chahee, consecrated 'for the service 
of the altar, which were preserved in the Church of Canterbury. 3 

Etholbnrga retained her daughter with her, but fearing her sons' safety 
msocnro m tics country, sent t.hent togciher to the court of her relative 
king Ibgobert, in hVar.ce, where ! be v" afterwards died. When she first 
arrived from .Northumberland, Eadbnid had presented her with some land 
in Kent, where the royal widow founded j nunnery, afterward, dedieatci 
to the honour of the Virgin Mary and St. Mildred, one of the later 
abbesses. Tins was the first founded of the three celebrated Kentish mo- 
nasteries ; the second, at Folhsloue. being built, by Enswitha, daimhter 

-■I !■/.;. b;.ld; and the third, at llinster. in Thanet. bv Queen ''1 1 p.-na 

in A.D. 004, < Ethotburga's was founded in (il!:.!, 5 when the amiable 
Queen exhibited to the English people the novoity of a Christian widow 
taking the veil— a step winch, from her high example, afterwards became 
customary amongst the Queens of the An»lo-Saxous. 6 

From this time till her death Etholbnrga devoted herself wholly to 
nets of chanty; and when snatched from the world, she was interred in 
the nunnery of which she had been the foundress. That edifice, after- 
wards converted (o a monastery at a later period, suffered much from Ihe 
rapacity of the Danes, by whom it was rifled no less than three times in 
the spa ce of t hir ty yea rs, during f.ho ninth century: it came at hist to 

- I'.higi.rd, Hume, Hutchinson. The remains of Edwin were iiu.rrrr.l at 
Sii^iOio-baJcli. or Wl.itliy. v ,-hie.» l-.ecame ;.lie repository i,f those ot the ■.iillCifn 
members uf the Koyal L : am\]\. — I/,.icd. 

* Mae Cabe. ■ Bede. • Phillipotts. 

* tjmiilj's Notts on UeJe. ' Ifuieliinson, Leland. 
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the seo of Canterbury.' The memory of St. Kdwin the Great was ho- 
noured till the time of Henry VIII.; and a small church in London, 
near Newgate, some have conjectured was named after St. Ewen, or 
Andoeni." 

Oswy, and Lis brother Oswin, meantime had divide! between them the 
Novlhnnibrhill monarchy, the former governing in I'eruicia, the latter in 
Deira. 3 It is not certain whether P.l.hclburgu was yet alive when an 
embassy arrived at the court of Eadhald from the former of these princes, 
demanding the hand of her daughter, the Princess Eiiflrda, in marriage. 
Tin! acoouol, of this embassy is very interesting, and e ha rat! eristic of 1 1:0 
times. Oswy commissioned Etta, " ;i man of great gravity and sincerity, " 
who was much esteemed for bis good rjualiries and truthfulness of cha- 
racter, to become bis ambassador into Kent. Otta was commanded to 
travel by land to bis destination, but to return borne by sea ; on which 
account be addressed himself to Aidan, Bishop of the Ubureii of Deira, 
during the reigns of Oswy and Oswin, beseeching his prayers for the 
prosperity of his voyage. Aidan blessed Etta and his companions, and 
eommetnJed iliem to the protection of Heaven, delivering to Utf.a, at the 
same time, some jars of hallowed oil, with theae words : " I foresee that 
whilst vuii are at'sea, a sudden tempest will tome upon you; remember 
to east into the troubled waters the oil that T give you, and speedily the 
tempest shall be assuaged, a.nd the sea bo calmed, and you shall have ;t 
prosperous voyage." All these things were fu'.iilled according to the 
prophecy. Enfleda and her train had to encounter a tempest on their 
way to Northumberland, the aecoont of which is given by Bode, who had 
been told the story by one who had it from TJtta's own mouth. 1 

Kadbald had, as we have seen, not only the honour of giving his sister 
Erhclhorga in marriage to Edwin, but afterwards of bestowing her 
daughter Enfleda on Oswy. It is necessary to mention here the relation-- 
sliio which existed between King Oswy and the Princess of Kent. 
Edwin, father of Enfleda, was brother of Acha, wife of Ethelfred the 
Wild, and therefore uncle of her son Oswy. Thus, Enfleda and Oswy 
were first cousins; at the time of her marriage, which took place a. T). 
Gl.2, the 'Princess was only in her sixteenth year, while Oswy was about 
thirty. She was fortunate in her match, for he was one of the most 
interesting princes of whom we read in the history of the Saxon 
Heptarchy. 

Treading in the footsteps of her illustrious mother and grandmother, 
Enfleda extinguished herself not only by the patronage she afforded _ to 
religious men, but by the religious edifices she founded. Not. long after 
her arrival in Northumberland, Oswin, her husband's brother and partner 
in the governmeat, was slain at Gibing, near Richmond, in Yorkshire; 
and the Queen built a monastery on [he spot, which we learn was com- 
pleted In fore the year 650, the Abbot of which, Trumhcre, was after- 
wards made Bishop of the Mercians. No trace of the edifice now Te- 

' Camden, Uugdale, Butler. 

' It stuuil at the north-east co 

: JlljIiiiShuil. 
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mains, it having been entirely destroyed, A.d. 807, by the Danish diefe, 
Hiuguar and Hubba. 1 

Trnmhure, who was the third bishop in jYIercia, was an Englishman, 

and related to Queen Thifleda. lie bad boon instructed and ordained in 

t'eotlaud, and Oswy, nt the so'ieit.'tiiou of bis Q en, hud granted hjin 

the pliiee where Oswin had been slain, on which be built the Abbey of 
Tngeililiuguni f'iiiling, of which he himself, became Abbot; whe'hcr'tliis 
was the .same edifice raised under Enfloda's patronage, or one adjaeeul, 
docs not appear. 1 

was likewise built by Enfleda, in eom. 
shrine was there preserved. 
"Queen Kiiflo:I. that tviib Kbi^ Oswv's wife. 
Kins; Kilwin, Lis daoghlei', .full of oY.ortnosse, 
For OB-wyn'a sonle a minster, in her life, 
Made at Tmtimfuith, ani[ for 0-ov.y caudles 
'that hym so lice -laiiir and kifrai ln-lpclcs : 
For she was kin to Ouwy and Oswyn, 
AsBede in chronicle lioiicth deterniyo." — Harding, 
lufleda bestowed her royal pnlrouaee on one who was destined to attain 
greatest celebrity; this was Wilfrid, a Northumbrian, who, when 
! young, came to York, where Oswy held bis court. On bis arrival 
; youth, then only 
" a promising a 
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pearanee, edfercd him a situation at court. This was worth the accept- 
ance of Wilfrid, but lie modestly declined the favour, tellinu; the Queen 
that his disposition induced him to seek for retirement. On which Kn- 
ileda, pleased villi that declaration, promised to use every means in her 
power to facilitate llie execution of bis design. She accordingly placed 
him under the care of a chief officer of the King's household, who was 
engaged to go to the Monastery of Lindisfarne.wil.il the intention of 
entering that religious community. The isle of .l.iudisfarne, on the coast 
of NoLTluiiiiberland, was the episcopal seat of Aidan, all irishman, and 
a Culdec of Toon, who had been sent for by Oswald, who bestowed it on 
him as an episcopal see, and in person amended his ministry. When 
Aidan preached, as ho did not perfectly understand the A.i'iglo.Sa.xon 
tongue, the King wns interpreter ; for during ids exile in Ireland he had 
learnt the language of ibat. island. Aidan'- preaching wais recommended 
by his practice, liede says : " He was a man of the greatest modesty, 
piety, and moderation; having ii zeal for God, but not fully according 
to knowledge, for lie kept the lord's Day of Easter according to the 
custom of his country." Under this famous prelate Wilfrid passed some 
years in study, and the exercise of Christian piety, at the end of which 
time his observation leading liim to discern errors in the Church of the 
Scots, he resolved to visit Home, for the purpose of learning the rites of 

1 Dugdale, Tanner. • IToljnshed. 

» Toe ilea t. j of Osiviu, wifli v.'iiieli Os'.vv appears to he chargeable, from ihc'iucs 
cited, is suid ly have r^ken place in Col. J.le is inscribed as having been "tall 
iind handsome in pnvsaii, albibfi' in manner?, ami courteous to rich and poor,' 1 
which caused him to be "beloved by all." — Holinshed. 
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the Church in that city. Having obtained the consent of the brethren, 
and taken leave of the Abbot of Lindisfarno, Wilfrid repaired to his 
friend and patron, Queen JOiifleda, and acquainted bor with his design. 
Tlii: resolution oi' the Yfiiitli pleased that, riiy.il lady, who ,'iecordiogly sent 
liitn i'jt'i Kent, where her cousin Eroonibcrt, had succeeded to the throne 
of Eadbald, and requested that King to send him to Borne in an honour- 

Ihe request of Elfloda was attended In, and Wilfrid was accompanied 

on the occasion of his journey by another youth, l'mnediet, or Biseop, who 
also desired l.o visit the oily of the apostles; (his psiir afterwards make a 
great ■■•hm- in Anglo-Siaxon history.' 

Entieda had borne her husband a daughter, called Edloda. who, when 
only a twelvemonth old, was dedicated, by it v:>w of Kin;'; Oswy, to serve 
(iod in a state of perpetual virgiuby. On the occasion of tin: sanguinary 
battle of \\ inwidfield, near Leeds, Oswy voy, oil, prior to the en^;i;i moat, 
that if God would grant him the victory, he would not only so consecrate 
his infant child to IT;* service, but would also build a mumistery to His 
honour. The day was gained by Oswy; King Eeuda, his enemy, with 
many nobles, foil on the field, and the vow was duly performed. 2 To 
signalhc bis gratitude, Oswy commenced, in the year (i;i7, building the 
famous double monastery of Whitby, then cidied Stieauesbalch from a 
watcli-towcv oi light-house wiiieh stood on (he cliff on tbe eastern side of 
the harbour; it was situate on a bold and precipitous shore. The monas- 
tery was designed for monks and nuns of the lien edit tine order, though 
Malinosbury says it was for women only, and the King invited the cele- 
brated St. Hilda to undertake file government of tin: double torn m unity,-' 
This royal lady the sister of Tleroswide, Queen of the East Angles, who 
was noted for her exceeding piety ami great goodness, had been invited 
by St. Aidan to conic over from Eranoe^ on tbe death of her sister, and 
had settled in a small nunnery od the river Were; she remained there 
one year, at the end of wilieii she was made Abbess of the numerous 
society congregated in the .Monastery of Hartlepool. 1'roni this piace, 
at the end of several years, she was caiiod, by the o.essage of Xing Ov.vy, 
to supermiend the ^Monastery of Whitby. This i _ 
which was built by 0>wy, and dedicated to St. Peter, "always bore the 
name of its first. Abbess, so great was the veneration in which St. Hilda 
was held by the people there. 

The princess Eltleda, agreeably to her father's vow, had been professed 
a nun in the monastery where Hilda at that time resided; but on the 
holy A.bbcss removing to Sl.rcanesuaJoh, went thither also, and first 
becoming a novice, ruled afterwards over the establishment.* 

(Vediuon, the great poet of the Anglo-Sa.\ons, owed bis first patronage 
to the Abbess Hilda, and the earliest specimens of literature of that era 
were produce! o. riie Abbey of Whitby. Bode says : " There was in this 
house a brother, who, when be heard verses our. of Scripture, would, with 
much sweetness and humility, turn them into English poetry." The 

' Lives of the Saints, Bede. ■ Holinshed, Allen's History of York. 

' Allen, Butler. ' Holiiisliecl, William of Malmosbury. 



a t,y Google 



242 E N E L E D A . 

bonks of ; ko convent wore in Hie Latin tongue, used also iti the greater 
part of the service; but (.'a^lmon ro n el t ■ i ■ (.■-< J the Scriptural subject, into 
the vernacular tongue. 'This vuiin was only a neat-herd, ami ho dreamt 
that a stranger came to him and bade liim compose a song. He replied, 
" I cannot-" but the command was repeated, and a. subject, " tbe creation 
of all things," give]!. The wondering cow-herd awoke at, dawn of day, 
and proceeded to the steward of the household of t.ho Abbess Hilda, to 
relate this wonderful dream, and the verges lie bad in his sleep concur. ,1, 
This person conducted him to tin: presence of the venerable .Abbess, who 
was surrounded by scholar,, and learned men; he was ordered to repeat 
bis verses. He did so, to the delight of his attentive audience. Ilia 
powers of poesy were found to be no dream, but a waking- reality ; and 
Hilda earnestly encouraged him to eontinuc to compose bis poems in his 
native Saxon tongue, to assist biminwdiieh efforts she transferred tbe 
peasant to tbe school of l:.cr convent, and diligently and rmrenduing'y 
supevicii aided bis cdtica.tion. Tins was no mean alteration in tbe fortunes 
of (.'.■edition, for the sel.eol ef Hilda was the nursery of the great men of 
her times. Sis of her scholars subsequently were elevated to tbe epis- 
copal chair: Bosa, Jobn of Beverley, and the second Wilfrid, Je.led 
successively tbe Sec of York; ilenda, became Bishop of Wessex, and 
Tatfrith and Ostforus Bishops of "Worcester. 1 

At the time tliat Hilda was Abbess of Whitby, 2 a famous synod was 
held (here, to fix the time for the celebration of Kas'cr ; grea.t differences 
having preciously existed in tbe British Church on t.luj subject of Easter, 
which was kept by the British after the manner of the Eastern Church, 
on tbe fourteenth day after tbe full moon, on whatever day of the week 
it happened, and not on Sunday, as we at this day observe it. s 

The following interesting account of this memorable council is extracted 
from the late T)r. l.ingaid's invaluable work on tbe Anglo-Saxon Church :■ — 

"Oswyaud his people followed the Scotch missionaries, but Queen 
Knfioda, who had been educated in Kent, and Oswy's son A.lebi'red, who 
attended tbe 'cssoiis of St. Wilfrid, adhered (0 the practice of the iioiuish 
Church. Thus, Oswy saw bis own family divided into opposite faeiions, 
and tbe same solemnities celebrated at. dillcrent times wi'hin his own 
resilience. .Desirous to proenre uniformity, be summoned the champions 
of each party to meet biiu at Whitby, anil to argue the merits of their re- 
spective customs in Ids presence. A, 1). 004. On tbe One side stoud Agil- 
bercbt, it Gallic prelate, at, that time Bishop of Winchester, who chanced 
to be on a visit to the King; with Bomaims, tbe chaplain of Queen Kan- 
fled ; Wilfrid, the cbapdain of 1'rinoe Alehfrod ; and Jacob, a deacon, 
who bad remained in iNorlbumbria ever since the flight of I'aiiiirnis. On 
tbe other, were ranged Column, the Bishop of Lindisfarne ; Cedd, who 
had been ordained by the Sours. Bishop uf the Bast Saxons; i ho Abbess 
Hilda, and the Scottish eiergy. liotb Agiiberebt and Col man, as fureigu- 
ers. were but imperfectly acouainled will) the vernacular language. Agib 

* Cede. " Allen's York. 

' The best i.ccuunt uf (lie 'Buster controversy will be found in Dr. Smith's Ap- 
pendix to Btdt's lLBclij-siiLHtiii.-il History, No. 9. 
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berchi, therefore, placed i.lis.' defence of his cause in the hands of Wilfrid ; 
but Colniau would not ace c-pl. 1 1 : o services of ;i. yubsi itut.c, and Oedd wjis 
appointed liis j ci Lcrprtior, — all office which lie discharged to flit; satisfac- 
tion of all parties. 

"The King, after ;> short, preface on the benefit of uniformity, called 
upon Column in begin. Ho alleged, in defence of the Scottish custom, 
fust, the example of St. John the Jilvane-elist., who was said, in books, to 
have kept Easter On Hie fourteenth d:;y of the lunar month; second, on 
the Paschal canons of Anatolius, which ordered it to be kept on the same 
day; and on the practice of Columbu, and his successors in the isle jf 
J.ona, by wdiom be .; (.'; linan) ha'i been educated, and appointed lliidiop of 
Northumbi'ia. "Wilfrid, in answer, said, Unit Column was in error with 
respect to St, John, who, at a lime wdicn eouueseeosioii was rcquisho, kept 
she Pasch at the same time with the Jews, on the fourteenth day, whether 
it were a Sunday or not; whereas, the Scots kept it only on that day, 
when it happened to fall on a Sunday; neither could he appeal to the 
Paschal canons of Anatolius, for Anatolius followed a cycle of nineteen 
years, which the .Scots did not; a manner of reckoning, by which be 
never kept the Pasch till the fourteenth day was begun; whereas; the 
Scois oflcu kept it before the thirteenth clay was ended. With respect 
to 'he practice of the Abbo's of Tenia, an obscure isle in the Scottish sea, 
uieir authorily ought not to prevail against that of the universal Church, 
and the decree of the great Council of Nice. 

" Colman rejoined that these abbots were holy men, who could not be 
supposed to have done wrong; to which Wilfrid replied, that, cut off as 
they were, by their situation, from the rest of the world, (hey might be 
excused under the plea of ignorauee ; but that, if Column and bis clergy, 
new thai they knew the decrees of the Apostolic See, or rather of the uni- 
versal Church, refused to conform, they would undoubtedly sin. Columba 
might have been a great man, but Peter was a greater, on whom our 
Lord had built his Church, and to whom he had given the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. At !hese words Os win, who had hitherto been silent, 
exclaimed, L Cohnan, is it sol" Receiving an answer in the affirmative, 
he resumed wbh a smile, ' Who then is the greater in heaven, Cohrmba 
or Peter';' All replied, ' Peter.' ' Then,' said the King, 'will 1 obey 
the decrees of Peter; for if he, who has the keys, shut me out, who is 
there to let me in V The bystanders applauded I he witticism; and the 
conference broke up. The result was, that Hilda and Cede!, anil several 
of the Scottish clergy, passed over to the party of Wilfrid; and Colman, 
after a short interval, taking wdth him his own adherents, and about 
thirty natives, returned to Ins parent, monastery in the Isle of lona.' 

"The conference at Wbilby established harmony in the Anglo-Saxon 
Church, but the Picls, Scots, and ISnl.ous, maintained their opinion for 
many years after. In 701, Adamnan, Abbot of lona, who had adopted 

1 fiolman, (i monk of lona, and successor of Kmnii n.s liisliop of Lhidisiarne. 
ill -Sit me Oswi::'s ik'ci-iclL ac.-.-iin-l tin: Jirilisli incilc of keening Inciter, threw nj; Ji is 
bishopric a:id riunncd tu lrelanu. where lie buik two moriiLntmus. He wrote a 

i I; in defence ci' his own opinion relative to the keeinroi; Ks-irr. anodeer cm Ij.a) 

cetlesiiisTiciil tonsure, ana an exhortation to tlie inhabitants of the Hebrides. 
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the Bom an method during his visit to the conrl of Alfred of Northum- 
berland, reclaimed the northern tribes. In 710, Naitan, King of the 
i'i'.'t:-, niter consulting Ccoli'red, I'isbop of We-armnuth, ordered the Ro- 
man oumputation to be fellowcd [ hroochom his dominions; hut it was 
not till 716 thiit the monks of lona, whom Adamnan oouhi tint convert, 
yielded [.hi' point to the arguments of I'lgbort, an Anglo-Saxon missionary, 
b'lfod. liishup ofllangor, established tin: Oaiholic f.oni | iiif.ntloit of Master, 
in North Wales, in (lie middle of the eighth century, and slili later, in 
777, in South "Wales, from which time no more controversies have arisen 
on that subject." ' 

This celebrated council derives no smn'l interest from the fact of its 
bavin;: united, in a view to obtain an insight into the truth, so many of 
the most celebrated individual- of that age. 

Oswy died A. D. 670, bin reign having lasted twenty-eight years, and 
was interred in Slrcsneshsleh monastery, wii-h truly regal so'omuiiy. 
The widowed Quoen, retiring to tliat place, wbieb contained the last re- 
mains of her beloved husband, assumed the religions habit, having deter- 
mined, lilie her mother, Queen Eihelburga, In jn-ss the remainder of her 
life in the exercises nf religion. The next ten years from that time, tin: 
royal mother arid daughter resided together among the holy sb-O-rl n-. !, 
Over which St. Hilda presided. In 680, that, pious Abbess departed lids 
life in her sixty-sixth year, after having passed through a hmg and try-- 
ing ibness, when flic .Princess Klfieda was elevated to the .-dilation left 
vacant by her loss, the Queen continuing still to reside with her daughter 

As late as 1776, it was an opinion entertained there, that Hilda 
rendered herself at times visible, on particular occasions, in the Abbey of 

Sir ■.: -ualeh, or Whitby, where she so long presided. Ar. a. particular 

time of the year, ill the summer months, at ten or eleven in the forenoon, 
the sunbeams fall in the inside of the- northern part of the choir; and it 
is then that, the spectators, who stand on ibe west side of Whilby church- 
yard, so as to see the most northerly part of the abbey, past the nonh 
of Whitby Church, imagine they perceive in one of the highest windows 
there, the resemblance of a woman arrayed in a shroud. Though we arc 
certain this is only a relleciion, caused hy the splendour of the sun's 
beam, yet report says, and it. is constantly believed among the vulgar, to 
be an appearance of Lady Hi! da, in her shroud, or rather in her glorified 
state. 3 

The Abbess i'ilfleda, was highly esteemed by fit. Theodore of Canter- 
bury, and by St. Cuthbcrt, from whom she received frequent visits; and 
on such occasions, il wa.s her custom to entertain her visitors at her own 
table : this appears from an account given hy the i onorahle I lode. Other 
authorities inform us, that the Abbess would often go abroad to make 
her own visits, and mingle with her own relatives. The brothers of El- 

; J . L r l ii; : l i ■ ri ; Annate '.y of Ari-lori:i\on Claire;:. 

5 There is a tradition eenceriiing the *aake-s[o»e.-; which abound at Whitby, 

tiint the ulaee was i'enueHj- infested by snakes, which, hein;; ilriveu ever tin; ellir 
by Lady Hilda, last- their Iih-lHs in the l'all, auu by her pviiyflrs wor>,> aii.srvilrlbi 
■'ian-iei-mtd io'-o stones. — Allen's York, 
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ficda received her visits and sought, her counsels. King Alfred, the 
youngest ill' these prinees, wis watched over by her cm his death-bod ; and 
: (':■■''.' iii'"-- wo find the excellent Abbess slrivm;; (o reconcile Archbishop 
Wilfrid and the party which was opposed in him. E'dteda was, indeed 
highly esteemed by the groat men of her times, and Theodore, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, in u letter addressed to her, designates her " the 
wisest, hidy." Eddius, in bin Life of Wilfrid, .says, "that by her wise 
counsels, Elfie.da was ever the best adviser and comforter ef the whole 
proviuee ; and she did much service during the minority of (Wed, her 
nephew, by her exertions for the promotion of peace." 

Under the care of Elfleda, many missionaries arid scholars were sunt 
forth from the establishment. 

The 51st. Letter in the Colleefion of Ht. Pouil'tice, is addressed to an 
tdibe.-s abroad, named Adolana, by i; Killed, handmaiden of the ecclesias- 
tical household," who commends to her care another abbess, her own 
pupil, who from infancy had desired to visit Rome, and requests her to 
give soeh itifiiriniilinn lis might be useful respecting the journey thither. 
The letter bad ;q.tparclif.]y been consigned to the care of Boniface, on one 
of his journeys to the imperial city. 

Queen Enlleda, on lier death, was interred at Streaneshaloh, in the 
Church of St, Peter, where rested the remains of Kings Edwin and 
Oswy, and many other distinguished persons of those times. El'leda 
died at the ago of forty, and was likewise interred in that edifice. The 
revenues of Streauesliaieh had been greatly augmented by the royal 
daughter of Oswy ana Knt'cda, and the monastery continued to flourish 
till the year 807, when that pari of England was laid waste by the Danes, 
and it, was altogether annihilated, "so that llie very name was lost in its 
ruins, and the place remained desolate till near the time of the Norman 
Conquest, when a low huts being erected in the place where the towa 
laid formerly stood, if. took the name of Prestoby, 1 because it was in the 
n-i'.hk'i.rliood of the ancient residence for monks, and after that was 
called Whiteby or Whitby, 2 a word signifying " the white dwelling" or 



* Allen's Hist, of York. 

* This famous monastery is faanliav te trie covers ef ronumfie lore, as the seem) 
of jjcii/t of Hir IV idtcr Huou's liuiHilil'ii! iiueiii of MiiVHiion, the illusions in which, 
rehir.ili^ M fills cjclsbriltOil mil) lOlit its lllous, jliIiI the. li-uniiul t:.ites ;ict;.cl;c I, : 'iv 
satisfy even tae isicnt severe aatiio.eny: few could be move instructed in the 
mystery of toe crat'i- tlain the poet, who lias rendered iiitc resting and chis^ic-al 
every spot named in his writings. 
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ST. EBBA, QTJENBURGA, SURNAMED "BEBBA," AND 
SAXBURGA. 

The cliiU Kbsiii's adventures— She enter; a cnnvent- Mimes Cvrichelrne— Sucks 
the court of her brother Oswald — Her ingenue — Qucnliurga — Birinus — 
Kynigils — Saxburgn, rp|miiiated — I'eml.i.'s vengeance ■ ISebba. and liebbao- 
t.urgh — BnmboToiiirl] Castle—Oswald and Aidan— The silver dishes— Oswald's 
charity ■—■ The blessing ■ -The [lev-. it's adventure — Oswald slain — The liruba 

of Oswitld — Ostvidii his niece — - Ebba the Sa.mt, — The double Monustery 

Saxburga and her husband rcce-nciied — Conversions The Plague — The 

Queen Regnant. 

The lives of these Queens are intimately connected; their names 
being refuted together in the history of their times; but though tin; 
events in which they bore a share were of importance, their individual 
history does not. occupy '■■ very large space. 

Ebba, whose piety earned for her the honours of canonization, was the 
only one of the children of Queen Aoha who was not the companion of 
her night, after the battle in which her husband Ethelfrid the Wild lost 
his crown and life, Ebba, then quite a child, fell into tho hands of the 
conqaerors as prisoner; hut by her quickness and intelligence contrived 
to elude the vigilance of her guards, and. Eying from pursuit, came to 
the banks of the [lumber, whore, boding a bo.it./.she is said (o have put 
to sea alone, and, unaided by any human being, safely arrived at that 
point of land or promontory which stretches into the sea in the mouth 
of the hV.rth. and from the circumstance bore, and still boars, her name, 
being called St. hlbba's TTend. The bishop of the diocese received tho 
little wanderer, who assumed the religions habit, following the profession 
of a nun for many years, and setting an example of superior sanctity to 
the whole of her sisterhood. 

In process of time she quitted her convent to become the wife of 
Owiehc'.me, King of Wessox, whose power was shared by Kvui-iU 
Owichelme was that King of Wessex, who sent an assassin to rid "iiim 
of his enemy, Edwin of Northumberland, whose loyal subject, Liila, 
devoled his life to save him. 

Of the married life of Ebba, little is known, but on becoming a widow, 
she sought the court, of her brother Oswald, who had succeeded to the 
throne of .Northumberland; and there she had an opportunity of exer- 
cising her pious powers, for her brother greatly venerated her "character, 
and was much guided by her counsels. He had married Quenbnrga, 
daughter of Kynigils, a wife worthy of so excellent, a monarch; aud'it 
was while he was in Wessex, solicitino: her band, that he had the glory 

(2411) 
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of assisting liinnus, the missionary, in his task of converting the King, 
to whom ho became .sponsor on his baptism, and many of his subjects, to 
Christianity. 

Tho two" Kings, in com mem ovation of the oeon-ion, afterwards mccted 
Dorchester' into an episcopal see, of which Birinus was made Bishop. 
Oswald was united io Q.iicnhui^a.aud thus boctime > ■ ■ > r h father and son to 1.1 if: 
converted monarch. Owicheluio, and i:is sun by Ebba, were also baptized 
at thu same time, Birinus being sponsor to the King, whose death oc- 
curred soon after his conversion. 

Kynigils afterwards founded Winchester Cathedral, under the direc- 
tion of the pious and successful missioniiry. 

Although Kynigils and Ins brother Cwiche'mc had become Christian.-. 
Ceuwalch, son of the former, yet remained a\> adherent of the Saxon idol- 
atry, nor eonld any persuasions influence him to become a convert. This 
prince, dnring his' fathoms life, became tho husband of Saxburga, daugli- 
ter of YVibba, King of Mercia, and grand-daughter of Crida, founder 
of that monarchy, —a princess, who, by her great spirit, talents, and 
courage, afterwards occupied an important, and distinguished position in 
the Am'io-Ha.xoii Heptarchy. Nor was this the first matrimonial iie which 
had united the thrones of Wessex and Mercia. The reigning King 
of Mereia, the fierce and warlike J'enda, who had bestowed Saxburga on 
Cctnvalcli, was only hall'dirolher of that lady, alt-bough a son of Wibba.' J 
His mother was a i'rii.cess nf Wessex, a descendant of the noble race 
of the GowissaK; 3 and hisd, besides, a daughter who married Cadwallo, 
King of tiis .Britons.' 1 On thoodior baud, that Saxburga, and tier brothers 
Kenwald, Eoppa, and Eawa, were tho children of a different wife, is not 
generally known. 

Saxburga was destined to experience the strangest vicissitudes of for- 
tune; on the death of the Christian King, Kynigils, her fatlierdn-law, 
A. D. 64a, her husband being elevated to the throne, dismissed her from 
his court with itpimnhty, and gave her rank to it princess whom he 
"more favoured." 6 Historians universally admit that no just cause 
existed why such a step should have been taken by Cenwnleh. 6 This 
took place m the year 642, but the perpetrator of such an act of injus- 
tice was condemned to undergo a severe punishment. It was not likely 
that Peuda, the most warlike of the Mercian Kings, would permit, so 
deep an insult to be offered to a member of bis family without retribn- 
butiorj. To avenge bis half-sister Saxburga, be therefore made war ou 
Ceiiwaloli, and succeeded in expelling that King from his dominions 
about the third or fifth year of his reign.' 'The fugitive prince was re- 
ceived at the court of Anna, King of Jiinst Anglia, where, for some time, 
he remained in security; but what became of Saxburga at this epoch of 
her history we are not informed. 

Quenburga, sister of Ceuwalch, dow Queen of Northumberland, the 

' In Oxfordshire, formerly a city, but now a lilhige. It first belonged to the 
West Saxons, and at'iei-vau'ds tu the Mercians. 
■ Palgrave, llolinshed. ' Geoffrey of Monmouth. ' Speed. 

• Lingard. ■ Speed. ' I-Minslied, L'algravs, lic-ger of Wendovec. 
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year following her marriage, presented lier husband with a son, whoin-he 
named Ethelwold. The Queen herself had, after leaving her father's 
court, assumed the surname of "Tiebba," which was commonly adopted 
by U.ie consorts of the: Northumbrian nnmarehs in commenioraliuu of the 
wife of Ida. I.hi; Five brand, founder of that monarchy, in whose honour 
that prince had founded the city which, in modern times, is known as 
Tiamborough, 1 Ida had originally sailed from the shores of the "Bailie, 
with his consort liebba and twelve sons, at. the head of a body of Angles, 
in a fleet of forty vessels, and was received a(. I'lam borough ilea.d with 
joy by some of his owo conn try in en, will) whoso aid lie subjugated North- 
umberland, Durham, and soon; of the south-eastern counties of i'ool.ln ud, 
founding, in the year 059, a distinct and independent monarchy. 2 

Though some have said that the chief town of the Kingdom of North- 
umborland, which gave its name of Bcbbanburg to a large district or 
tract of land, extending southward, was named after Oswald's queen, 
there is no doubt that, it was first called " Rcbban " from t.iie queen of 
Ida. It is certain thai. Quonburga was called " B.ibba " after her union 
with Oswald; she is thus named by the poet Harding in his Chronicle :— 
"Kins OswoliI H'i'iwi [ji'liliiiii L's wife to lice, 
Kjnge Kvngillea donghter full faire to see," 
Oswald and his Queen resided at the royal city of Debban burgh, of 
which the following account has been given by the ehapiaio of Henry II., 
in 1192 : — "Bebba is a very strong city, but not exceed! njr iarne;" con- 
taining not more than two or three acres of ground. It has "but one 
Imhow entrance into it, which is admirably raised by sleps. On the top 
of the hill stands a fair church, and in the western point is a well, 
curiously adorned, and of sweet, clean water," 3 

More modern historians thus describe this interesting spot : — 
"Hamburgh Castle, in the origin, was one of the castolla built by 
Agrii-oi;, on his third campaign; the Roman wall is close to the veree of 
the hill on which this celebrated fortress is situated. For providing the 
garrison with a supply of water, which the besiegers could not cut. off, 
there was in most castles a well, winch was sometimes curiously con- 
cealed within the thickness of the walls. There are draw-wells in t.lie 
CasMes of Dover, Canterbury, Rochester, Colchester, Carisbrook, &c. In 
the obi Norman town of Newcastle, the well is very curiously concealed 
within the wall. The great well of Hamburgh had 'long been forgotten, 
when, in December, 1770, it was accidentally discovered in lowering the 

The great draw-well of Bamburgh Castle is described as "a dark and 
rugged shaft, excavated within the keep, through the rock of stone, to the 
amazing depth of a hundred and fifty feet," and as being "equalled only 
by the draw-well of Beeston Caslle: this stupendous work is ascribed to 
the Norman Lords of Bam borough." 

"The Saxon Castle of .'Hamburg having been destroyed, A. D. S93, it 
is probable that, the church shared the same fate, and remained in ruiu 
through the chief part, if not the whole, of the dark and troubled c;:u- 
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tury which succeeded. Neither the church nor the easily is mentioned 
again till (be reign of William llufus; but before that period the castle, 
at all events, bad been rebuilt; and under the early Anglo-Norman 
kings, tin: vill of Bamborough rose into existence. The castle was ac- 
cessible only by an acclivity winding under the south-east front, through 
an ancient tower; and formerly it was defended also by a ditch cut 
through a narrow isthmus communicating with the mainland. Within 
the first bailey, (.here is another ancient gateway ; and beyond, proceeding 
between walls, partly of artificial masonry, and partly formed by the pre- 
cipitous cliff, we pass below a massive Norman round -tow ?.•: which com- 
manded the critical pass. The inner bailey, in which the keep I? situ- 
ated, is a level space of great area, surrounded bv various building-., now 
do longer devoted to military occupations, but appropriated to ministries 
of charity and peace. The space covered by the walls of the castle 
measures eight acres; and not less than fifty-six acres of rock, warren, 
and sand-hills arc included within its domain.'" 

The youth of Oswald had been passed in exile in Ireland, and when 
Aldan, r.he Ctildee, arrived to instruct hi, subjects in the Christian faith, 
the Kinif appointed him to a sec in the island of Lim.lisfarne, which m;iy 
be seen seven miles to the north of Bamborough : the Fern isles being 
opposite the royal residence of Oswald, and the cliffs of Dunstiiuhurg 
rising to the south. 

The preaching of Aldan was so successful, that in seven days, no less 
than iiRivn thousand persons received the baptismal rite. 

King Oswald was the first prince of our Saxon rulers, who is recorded 
to have been served in silver dishes. 

" When he was once sitting at dinner on the holy day of Easter, with 
the aforesaid bishop (Aidan), and a silver dish full of dainties before 
him, and they wore just ready to bless the bread, the servant, whom ho 
bad appointed to relieve the poor, came in on a sudden, and toal the 
King, th-t a great multitude of needy persons from all parts were sitting 
in the streets begging some alms of the King; be immediately ordered 
the meat set before him to be carried to the poor, a.m.l the dish to be cut 
in pieces and divided among them. At which sight the bishop, who sat 
by him, much taken with "such an act of piety, bid hold of his right 
hand, and said, -May this band never perish !' Which fell out according 
to his prayer, tor bis arm and band being cut oil from his body, when he 
was slain "in battle, remain entire and urn corrupted to this day, and are 
kept in a silver case, as revered relics, in St. Peter's Church in the royal 

The North umbria.ns might well obey such a ruler with love. The fol- 
lowing distich is on record of Oswald : — 

" Quia fuit Alchle? '.' Qnis ("Imsar Julius ? Aut quis 
Magnus Alesiindcr! Akvilcs se snperasao 
1'ertuTj Alexander nimidam, sea Julius hostem, 
So siaiul Oswald us, el- niiueluin vieit, et hostem." 3 

Queen Bebba was herself as much, celebrated by her admirable con- 

1 Gibson. * Camden. 
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duet, as the saintly King, her husband 1 , for his holiness of life. Of this, 

the following instance has boon transmitted by one of our chroniclers: — 
" A hermit, of extraordinary saueti:y, desirous of a seer twining whether 
any other poison surpassed himself iti purity of life, was, in answer to his 
meditations, toli i hy revelation, " (.h:!.i, King Oswald "as more holy, (.lunijili 
he had wedded a wife." To tho King accordingly the pious hermit 
repaired, desiring, with holy zeal, to ho informed concerning his "course 
of life." On which Oswald, iti t.lio true spirit of that love aiid confidence 
which reposed on the purity and virtue of his bo hived partner, referred 
the hermit to her, bidding hue tarry to her his ring with his commands, 
'■that she should entertain him as though lie wore her own royal spouse." 
Queen Rabija haled not in strictly obeying her lord's mandate"; but, while 
she shared with the holy man the regal repast, she showed him that it 
consisted only of bread and water, no other food being permitted to him, 
thus exhibiting an example of that self-denial by which purity of life is 
idem- inclinable. When night, came, tho hermit", ex-pouting to puss it as 
Oswald himself wa.s In the habit of doing, was more surprised thti.ii pleased 
when the Queen caused him to bo east inio a cold water bath, according to 
the habit of the prince be wished to imitate 1 

" Gladly, and right early on the morrow, did the venerable man tales 
leave of the Queen, and, having restored to King Oswald hi-, ring, frankly 
acknowledged that his own entire life was not so holy as one of his days 
and nights." ' 

No further meiiiion of Queen 15ebba is made till after Oswald's death. 
The title of Tii-ehvaldu, J or Emperor, was accorded to this King in the 
year of his sou 'Km 1 wold's birth; peace and plenty were the character- 
istics of his reign. At last Fonda, King of Mcrciti, envying bis neigh- 
bouring potentate's prosperity, took v,p arms against him. ' The two kings 
fought at Alasoriield, in .Shropshire, August 5th, (1:12, and Oswald fell in 
the engagement. The spot whore the monarch wa.s slain was called from 
the circumstance, Oswald's free, abbreviated into Oswestry. 5 The cruel 
victor caused the body ol the prince to be cut into pieces, which, being 
Stuck on stakes, were dispersed over the battle-held as so many victorious 
trophies. Sonic old verses say that it was the head and hands only of the 
unfortunate prince that were thus exposed ; the translation is as follows : 
" Three crosses raiser! at ferula's dire commands, 
liore Oswald's royal head ana manj^eti hands, 
To stand a. sad example to the rest, 
And prove him wretched who is ever blest. 
Vain policy! for what the victor got 
1'i'iivci! In I lie vain; si is] i\l '*\n-j: the hap]! lor- lot; 
l''or now the martyr',! snint in eh.rry views 
How Oswy wir.li success the war renews : 
And Pund.'l scarcely can support his throne, 
Whilst Oswald wears a never-tail In- crown.'"' 

The Church, to which Oswald was justly dear, rendered every postlm- 

1 Harding's Chronicle, 

■ An imitation of the dignity of Emperors of the West— Lapp enberg. 

* Pennant's Wales. 'Ibid. 
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raons honour to his memory, and not only was he raised to the digni'y 
□fa saint, but- hlsdnim to tin; honour was supported by various miracles. 1 

The widowed Queen liebba bad used the interest of her brother-in-law 
Oswy, the now rcignii i g nninnrch, to obtain from l.'aihvealla permission to 
bury the head and arm of Oswald. 

Hardinge in his quaint ohroniiile bus these lines : 

"Kin;! Oswy to Ondwnlt did enelyne, 
And Oaw!i;d Jits lied ami arme lni.l leue to burye, 
Which liu boiokc lo Queen liebia in hye, 
Wlni closed them in silver fi.yre and e'ieue, 
And tliam bctooke to Sayntc A yuan, I ween." 

The venerable Bede records the same. "Oswald's head and arm were 

conveyed by King Oswy to the sorrow-stricken Queen, who religiously 
enshrined the p: ririuus relics in a silver case untl eniiveyod t.betn tn fit. 
Aidan, by whom they were earefully deposited in St. Peter's Church, in 
the royal city of Be bban burgh." 

Of Bebha we learn no more. Her infant sou was deprived of bis 
inheritance for a. time by tbe usurpatinn of Oswy : at the death of that 
king lie mounted tbe throne, being but sixteen years of age at the time, 
and [iroserverl has potver during the remainder of his life, transmitting it 
when he died, to Alfred, the natural son of Oswy. 

' An engraving in Slmti's lioga- A'lli'i'iifn.is, represents the King suiting out 
wit.Lt Ida army nti'dust. the Mercian miiuiirel], mid. in another plan;. e.ives :.. dek- 
uea.tuui of tint battle, with Oswald I'.-illirnr IVnrn his Imvse, wounded by tin* [Mer- 
cian king. These drawings arc taken IVoai a. AIM. ; Jin vi oral i, l\)'6l) preserved in 

tint Ueya] Library at the ISrilish Muse : which, by too writing and dress of 

tin: li-iires, a.ppcaas I... liave been written and ikumimilcd :il the commencement 
of tin! Iburleciilh century. They ate onnta.iiii-.l in r. psalter at the bottom of the 
leaves. The MS. was presented to Queen Mary, in To53, by Baldwin Smith, a 
eitbaai of London. 

The town (which is near Soveras's IV sill) taking tlie name of Oswald's Tree, 
j>om lint cross or true tin: Kiriii had oracled ilu-c. The MS. account o! tint town, 
iv fit ten in 1 iiJi."., ha- lint tallowing : — ; ' 'Pliei-e was an aid oake la Inly standing in 
Mesburie, within the pti.rin.li of Oswestry, whereon one of King Oswald's arms 
hung, say the neighbours by tradition." 

I Iswald's Wed la situated n little to the west of (lie free-school el Oswestry, and 
is supplied by a storm-; flowing from tlie ele.vtitcu ground above it. The well is n 
small iijtiare basin, in a recess forumd by a stone wait, ami arched over. On the 
back is n rudely sculptured bead of hanif Oswald, and the front was secured by 
an iron gra'.e, A seoninl recess of the same kind is divided from the former by 
a sliijit stnue walk ami in this recess there is water alsa, which was pin-Imps 
granled for common uses, whilst lite oilier may )mve been hold sacred. There 
was lormerly a chapel or coil near it, but no vestige .if i idler remains ; and the 
well ilself is in a very ruinous stale, bal ilio water ia geod. Tliere is a tradition 
thai when Oswald was sia.iu, nn eagle tare one nf tbe anus from the body, ami 
liyinif all' will; ir, fell down and perished upon this soot, frnui whence the water 
totalled no, ami lies cimt.inoed to How evoc since, a.a a. infinorin! of the event. The 
title of " llaroo of Oswuklistre" is now held by flu: Ituko of Norfolk. — History 
of Oswestry. 

A uionastevy wss [bunded nn the place of Oswald's nnirtvrd.uu, dedieateil to the 
memory of liia.l sainted king, bul no ochienees cither of its touinlation or dissn- 
hnioii utiist. Lelami, in his lime, names lint cloister as liaving been standing 
within the recollection of persons then alive. 
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The remains of St. Oswald bcjiiiir afterwards found bv his niece Ostrida, 
Queen of 1-tie Mercians, wore solemnly enshrined in the Abbey of liard- 
ney, in Lincolnshire, and the Kind's banner hung over his tomb ar. her 
cost, and worked by herself. 1 At a subsequent ueriod, the relies of 
departed royalty were removed by Kthclfleda, Queen of the Mercians, to 
the Abbey of St. Peter at Gloucester, where they were deposited on 'the 
north side of the upper end of ihe choir. In that oal.hcdral a i'a.ir mon- 
ument of the murdered prince is .still remaining, with a chapel s,.; 
between two pillars of that church. 3 

Bishop Aidan, 3 the friend and counsellor of the ill-fated Oswald sur- 
vived his royal master nine years. In 651, when Penda, at the head of 
the Mercian army, ravaged Northumberland, he came to Bamboromdi, 
and sought, but in vain, to lake that royal city by force, lie afterwards 
encompassed it on the land side with wood and thatch, which lie caused 
to be set on fire, and the llame.s soon rose above the walls of the eilndel. 
Aidan was at this time on Ihe Far n Island, two miles from tlie mainland ; 
and seeing the danger of the garrison, invoked t.i.ie Divine aid against I ho 
machinal 10:1s of the enemy; on which, according to liede, "l.ho wind 
suddenly changed and bore the Haloes upon the camp of the I>:,:,..-.-i s," 
who were thus compelled to desist from further assault. Aidan was. 'in 
ihe King's V" i.l, not. far from Bauiborough, when he was visited with his 
last illness : for ho was in the habit of resorting to a ehureb in the vil- 
lage of J jam borough, where a little chamber had been creeled for him ou 
the western wall of thy edifice, that he might conveniently reside there 
when he made excursions into the adjacent country. The Bisher, bad 
other similar accommodations j,mvided for him in several or I,, Kb ■/-■ 
eountry-,oats, having no place of his own but his church, and a tew fields 
about it. In Ins soilness 'bey set up a tent for hini. aoiuiui.m tin; w-st 
side of the ehureb of Bambmvugh, and there he died. 

Kbba, sister of Oswald, who was aunt as well as sister-in-law of Queu- 
burga "Jiebba," after she had returned into Northumberland, founded 
successively several nunneries, and became noted for her sanctity. 

The nunnery upon the Dei-went, in .Durham, was founded bv this wid- 
owed Queen of Wessex, and, from her name, called "It; beh ester. It was 
built, A. D. 660, and Oswy, brother of Oswald, assisted in this pious 
work, perhaps as some atonement for usurping bis nephew's place. The 
small, irregular village of El.chester is described by Camden as " oecu- 
pviug (.In: brow of a steep declivity overhanging the Tyne." 

St. lilbba, in her widowhood, resumed the religious habit which she 
had worn when a child, and retired lo the same establishment in which 
she passed her early years. She was foundress of the celebrated monas- 
tery of Coldjngham in the Marshes, below Berwick, in Scotland, which 

' Willis's Abbeys. ~~ 

' " Oswy afterwards rod; the Lead nf Oswalt! from lia.rdney ami interred it in 
the. clonal of l.ii,..i;se..n:e: ii n.i.nm,],.,! Ute li.illiiul :m,nks ofth:,l ,,hce in pni-ivniv 
aiiihelvci-ity. iiPjuli:,,-,], - t f „iu, [ . is ,i--,, rr-ti^-pl;,,.^ -;„ li,e l»«,ii, .,1m. i];,:!,'. 
Ucrt,- vhn-c it remaned iritii (tic entries of Uu, ami other m;,:clae:or 3 of evil 
memory." — Gibbon, Harding, Speed. 
3 Urit. Sancta. 
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establishment she governed herself as Abbess until her donth, which did 
not, tiikt! place till she had arrived at a very advanced age. This cele- 
brated double separate monastery was visilcd by tin; fa mud St. Outhbort, 
by invitation of the Abbess Queen, who was desirous that her people 
tli ere should bo edified by the instructions of that holy man, — a request 
most roiulily complied with. 

The history of St. Ebba is much connected with the public events in 
her time, proving the influence she maintained by her own excellent 
conduct. 

At one period this Queen profiled over fa in wed;' Abbey, during the 
reign of her nephew Egfrid. St. BtheldrefJa, then Queen, having 
obtained her husband's permission to take the religious vows, professed 
herself a. nun in Camwode Abbey. " the convent of Ebba, the King's 
aunt.'' 1 receiving the veil from the hands of Bishop "Wilfrid. 1 Ethel- 
dreda reniaiiu;d in the establishment, under the protection of i?t. 'Ebba, 
till her flight to Ely. 

Again St. Ebba' s name comes prominently forward ; for Kgfrid luui 
imprisoned Wilfrid on his return from Home; and during the space of 
nine months every a.ri. liad been practised l.o induce the bishop to confess 
tbat the Pontiff's decision ban either lieen a fabrication, or purchased by 
presents, Threats ami promises, however, failed in moving Wilfrid, who 
was at length happily libora.i.ed, at (be earnest prayers of the Abbess 
Ebba, on bis subscribing to a condition that be would novel' more set 
foot within the territories' of Egfrid.* 

After the completion of Ooidiiigbatn, St. Ebba assumed the govern- 
ment of the eslablishment, and presided over it till her dear.b, which 
took place A.. J), oe'o, having survived her husband as many as furty-'ive 
years. At some period, it is said that "St. {'uthbort informed Elirid, a 
priest, by revelation, where the bones of St. Ebba and St. Er.hclgil'a, 
and many other saints, might be found, which, on his discovering the 
place, were lirst exposed by him as holy relics, to be worshipped by the 
people, and afterwards placed with the body of St. Cuthbert." 

Oenwaleb, after the just vengeance of I'c^da. ha.d Caused his abdication, 
retired to the protection of Anna, King of east Anglia, a pious and 
excellent, monarch, wdio look upon himself to reprove his guest, freely for 
his ill-treatment of Queen Sa.xbar^a. Sigebert, king of Essex, also 
remonstrated so strongly in favour of the Queen, a.nd so powerfully urged 
the principles of the Christian faith, that at last Cenwalch became a eon- 
vert, and in 648 received the baptismal rite from Eelis, a Burguudiau 
priest, who, afler being seventeen years Ihshop of East Anglia, was ele- 
vated to the Archbishopric of Canterbury.' An entire change seemed to 
have taken place in tin: heart of Cenwalch, who now received bis Queen 
Saxburga back. Some, indeed, say that ;dic had been reconciled to him 
prior to Ids conversion. The question naturally suggests itself, was this 
Queen herself of the Chnstiau persuasion'! iter brothel' l'emla. was 



'sLife of St. We vi.u i -pi.: Niclnmi, Prior of Hexham. 
- Lin spud's Ant:.[ui;ies ni the Argb S;i,\on Church. 
■ Bcde. * Enpin. 
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certainly one of the bitrcrcst persecutors of V.lic Church throughout the 

whole period of the Saxon Heptarchy. Still Saxburga might have em- 
braced ihc doctrine at the time of the conversion of Kynigils. and per- 
haps this was Lhc uiiuf-o of her icpiidial ion, mere especially if they became 
reconciled to each ar.tif.--r either on the eve of (ho conversion of Ccnwaleh 
or immediately after that event. 

These two important evenly l.o Saxburga, her husband's conversion 
and her own reeonciliatiou to him, were succeeded by another not less 
gratifying. Their nephew, Outhrcd, son of Owichehne, entered into a 
in u;i.l ;:!■..■.. hi with Ceuwalch relative lo his restoration to his dimiiiiheis. 
The eonversion of Ceuwalch first induced him to assist him in his diffi- 
culties, and to receive him at Asheudnn, 1 in Bucks, when: the preliminary 
arrangements were made between the two kings, and the remuneration 
settled upon for the services rendered by Cuthred on the occasion. It 
was there stipulated that all that part of the kingdom which lay north- 
ward from tlie river Thames, and the extent of which was computed at 
;;(!iii! hides, 2 coiilaining within its limits as many villages, should lie lield 
hereafter by Culhrcd I'ov bis principality :' tliese lands granted to Uuthrcl 
lay near Ashondou, where the agreement was made, and amounted to 
about a third part of the kingdom of ('enwaleh.' After this arrange- 
ment, Cuthred successfully aided Coiiwn'oh in the enterprise of recovering 
the crown, which be had forfeited through his own errors. Ccnwaleh 
and Saxburga from that time forward seem to have lived in the most 
entire harmony: lids lasting for a long succession of years, must have 
repaid Saxburga for all her past ailliction. The husband, no longer a 
Pagan in heart, showed in every action that he was worthy to profess 
the mild doclrhic.s of Ciinsliauily, and became a blessing to himself and 

otheis. 

The first employment of Ceuwalch on his recovery of the throne, after 
fulfilling his contract witji Cuthred, was to complete the edifice at Win- 
chester which had been fuuuded by his father, and built under die direc- 
tions ef St, Birinus, .Bishop of !>o reli ester. .It was completed in fiiS, 
and in a style of magnificence unusual in those times. St. liirinus eanie 
to Winchester when it was completed, and solemnly dedicated ibe buihiing 
in the name of the Holy Trinity and of Saints Peter and Paul. The 
same year the holy prelate died, and though in the first instance buried 
at iiorciic.-ter, where he usually dwelt, his remains were eventually trans- 
ferred to Winchester Oatheral.* 

It is not stated that either Ceuwalch or Saxburga Ojuittod Britain during 
the fatal visitation of I. be plague in Britain. The following is, however, 
a Welsh record concerning a princess called Saxburga, and who probably 
was the same: — -'When the plague and famine bad ceased its long 
ravages, those Saxons who had had the good fortune to eseapi , sent intelli- 
gence to Germany of the thinness of the population in Britain, represent- 

mtwode, included in the territory of Wea- 

1 Falgrave. * Bede. 
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ing how easily a new si.-r.i Icitu-jj t. might, bo made. Accordingly a vast 
number of :i,. n and women landed in the north, under Queen ScMlmvids, 
am] settled iii i!ii:ain, from Norway to Cornwall, without epposl.tinn li'oni 
the 1'ritoiis. .By 'Norway' the Welsh Chronicle here moans Northum- 
berland, sometimes o:dicd Albany. In the Highlands of .Scotland two 
districts wen.' formerly entitled Norway and Denmark, because colonized 
from l.ho.se countries, which frequently occasions a confusion in the mind 
of readers, uinicipia'uil.ed with the fa.et, when referred to in our histories 
under those names." ' The date of that event, (Hid, makes it possible 
that this was no other than Haxburga, tlie Abbess-Queen of Kent. 

Ueiivvuluii survived the desolating scourge of the yellow plague about 
eight years, having reigned altogether thirty-one years, three of which lie 
ha.d passed in exile, lie died in (i72, giving, at the last, a most convincing 
proof of his respect for iNisbnriia, by beipica.l lung lo her the administratiun 
of the ud'idrscf (.lie Stale, a step tlie more remarkable, as it was (pake unpre- 
cedented. Sa\burga is, in fact, the solitary instance of a Qucen-'iegnnnt 
(luniig the en lire dominion of the Anglo-Saxons.' 1 The measure was iniriru- 
dent; and the pruple, disdaining In light under a wiiflui), not long alicr 
the death of Cmiwaleh, rebeiiud against ihe widowed Queen, and displaced 
her from the high ofliec which had bei.ai eoolided lo her by her husband'' s 
will. Some, indeed, say that the Queen continued in newer during the 
space of two years; 3 and otuers, that for half that period, her power was 
shared by Kgwin, and that he, after ber death, reigned one year by him- 
self/ and was then succeeded by Keel. win/' However this might be, the 
kingdom seems to have been divided for i.uii years among the [■lahloruicn, 
after the decease of t'cnwalcb, and 1,1 ie slmri. period during whhh Suxbtirga 
held her authority over (he people. During that, spa.ee of time, however 
brief, rhixburga proved herself in every respect worthy to discharge the 
duties of her oiliee. One of our eld chroniclers describes ibis Saxon 
Qiiocu li'igu'iut as having '■ levied new forces, and preserved the old in 
their duty," ruling her subjects with moderation, and Overawing her 
enemies; in short, that ' ; shocouductod ail laiugs in such a manner, that 
no difference was discoverable, e.veept that of sex." It was a misfortune 
to her people to lose such a rider, -.vhose character seems to have combined 
some of the characteristics of her dauntless brother i'enda, possessing his 

splendid talents without his defects. 

1 Roberts's British History. 
:l Matthew of Wuitiuuister. 
' lii..niie:;a 
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OSTRIDA AND 1 WEKBTJRCxA, 

QUEEM8 OP MEKCIA. 

0;trii.!:i nm-rii's Etuc'red, (lie yeimsest son of Per.da Klrwiti slain— Arc-!ir,isiioi> 
Theodore endeavours to reconcile the K.iiiL'S — Ostrii.ia removes tlie bones of 
Saint Oswald — Abbey of Jiio-ilney — The niinode of the pillar of light — The 
Standard — Embroidery — Tins spinsters— Visit uf Jit-I i*.-I E- i 1 cl — Holy dust^Its 
effect— Ostri da skin- I'erocify of lIk' times — Ethelvod abuicates — He becomes 
Abbot at Bardney — Kenrcd makes a. pi[;;rim:o.:(.' to Home — IVerbergo enters a 

Ostritia was r.lie youngest of Oswy's daughters by bin Queen, Eu- 
tleda, niid was born in the year 657, Hie fifteenth of her father's reign, 
about, tin; period when lit 1 !' sister Alflena was united to J'oada, the eltiest 
son of (lie: Mercian King. This pvinecss was lineally descended from 
Ida. founder of Urn Kingdom of ^Northumberland, on Ik.t fathers side; 
while on tliat of her mother, grand-daughter of Jiertha and .Kthelbeit, 
she claimed ber origin from the French mnnarchs, and the famous hero 
Woden, tins common an ens? or of the Anglo-Saxon princes, j.lnosiiawo, 
writing of Osrrida, calls her "a beautiful la.dy, of noble lineage, bora in 
the north part." 

The death of Oswy took place when Ostrida was only thirteen years 
of age, and her halt-brother, Egfrid, formerly a hostage at the Mercian 
court, became King. 1 It was in the seventh year of Egfrid 's reign that 
Ustvida married Ethelrcd, the youngest of Pemia's sons, who had been 
ou the throne about three years. 2 Notwithstanding this alliance, two 
years afterwards, K; he] red. though a peace-loving prince, made war on 
%friii, who bad invaded his dominions. The cause of the dispute be- 
tween these near relatives was ill is : seme towns in _M.ercia bad been 
taken in ;be reign of Wulphere, and Ei.helred demanded resolution from 
Egfrid of the province of the Liiidiswaras. 3 In a great battle, fought 
near the river Trent, Elfwiu, a youth of eighteen, brother of Egfrid and 
Aitled.i liie former Queen of Ibo Mercians, was unhappily slain — a prince 
who was dear to both nations for his mother's sake. 

This painful occurrence would have caused Ibo war to break out more 
fiercely liian ever, but for the timely interposition of Theodore, Arch- 
bishop of Caoterbury, who succeeded in reconciling t'tie two Kings and 
their people, without any one being put to death on the occasion. The 
usual mulct for a murder was, however, paid by Etuelrod to Kin;: E.l.'rid. 

' Holinshed. ■ Speed, Palgravc, Lelaud. 

' Natives of Lincolnshire. — Lingarii, Kapin, liede. 
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It is thought that, the lasting peace wliicli followed, mid even TCthelred's 
secure possession el' the crown lie wore, were secured to liim by the fact 
of hi* Lining united to Ostrida, the Northumbrian princess ; for, though 
the icere. for Klfwin's death was paid, ho recovered the possession of (hi! 
disputed territories A. D. 679. 

Oslrida was present, at a grand general witonacemote, held at Heath- 
field (now Bishop's Hatfield, in Hertfordshire), by her husband, which 
was attended by all the chief prelates of the Pax on Heptarchy, the object 
of (ho meeting being lo preserve tlie Knjj'u.-d: Church from the heresy of 
the Ku-yehes. On this occasion. King I'khelred made large donations lo 
the Abbey of Peterborough, besides e:iuii fining previous grants, Oslrida 
appended her name to the new donation made by the King at this 
assembly — "I, Ostrida, Etholred's Queen, confirm it," This signature 
is preceded by those of Theodore, Archbhdinp of Canterbury; Wilfred, 
Arehl.'ish.it) of Void;: and Sexwulf. first Abbot of Peterborough, hut at 
that time Bishop of Lichfield; and afler i.lie Queen's name appear those 
of Adrian, the d'ope's legate; Putta, Bishop of .liuchcs'er ; and Wald- 
herc, Bishop of Loudon. Before the grant of Kin:; K;iielrcd was signed, 
the Pope's letter was read, ratified, and ennlirmed by the council.' 

One of the most interesting acts of tjneen Ostrida was her removal 
of the hones of her uncle, King Oswald, to Barduey Abbey," in Lin- 
colnshire. 

The Abbey of Bardney, founded by King Kthelred, 3 is thus spoken 

of by Keile, 'in his account of some niirarle,-, whieh attended the Iransla- 
tion of the relics; of that sainted king. "There is a noble monastery, in 
the province of l.indsoy, called Jicardencu, which Queen Osfrida and her 
husband .Kt.lielroe much loved, ami cond rreo upon it many honours and 
ornaments." it was here that she was desirous to lay the venerable 
bones of her uncle. The fulfilment of her purpose brought to light a 
strong point of feoliog in the minds of the Mercians. "When the 
wagon in which loose bones we! 1 ;: (.-timed, arrived towards evening in the 
aforesaid monastery, they (hat i.r,i:re. in, it refused to adw.it them, because, 
though they knew him to be a holy man, yet, aa he was originally of 
another prminee, anil had i-f.ii/iifi/ over them us a fereign ki.ni/. /Itry 
retained their intcienf a version to him cocii after death. Thus it came 
to pass that the relies were ict't in the open air all that night, with only 
a hirgc tent spread over them." ISma.il rcspeel seems here to have been 
shown to the wishes of the royal lady, their Queen and mistress. A 
miracle was requisite to discover to them their error : through the whole 
night, from the wagon up to the heavens, was seen a pillar of light, 
visible tdr.oughoul the province of Liudsey; and the next day, the very 
brethren who had refused lo receive the royal relies, prayed to God to 
permit them lo be deposited among them. Accordingly the bones, being 
washed, were put into a shriue which they had uncle for that, purpose, 
and placed in the chinch with due honour; and that there might be a 
11 perpetual memorial" of the royal Oswald, "they hung up over the 

1 Saxon Chronicle, Dugdale, toI i. 67, Turner, 

' Kubian stivs " the Abbey of Bounkaux." ' Willis's Abbeys. 
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monument his tanner, made of gold and purple." ' This standard had 
been wrought "by no hands, as ye may guess," but those of Queen 
U-lrno, horselr, who, l:.y her own industry, ;iud at her own cost, decorated 
'H t(..mb 111 which the hallowed relics of her departed relative wore 



During the seventh century, much talent was exhibited by our Anglo- 

fvixou eeuntrywomou in the art of embroidery: women of the behest 
rind, excelled in (lie: accomplishment, and the example was followed by 

others. The products of this feminine industry and skill were usually 
devoted to the Church and its ministers, 3 and were esteemed .so viLkahle 
as I.:, become heirlooms, bequeathed by their owners to those most dear to 
them. 'I ho needles of illustrious women were busy, from the fair Ostrlda. 
who wrought the tragedy of a murdered uncle, to the Norman Mmiida! 
who o-jiietcd upon canvas the lieroic notions of a warlike husband. The 
Aq/k-Nixoii ladies excelled in needlework ami gold embroidery, and also 
wu-e acquainted with the arts of weaving and dyeing. The lust i- al'ndcd 
to by M. Aldhclm,in these words : " The shuttles, not filled with parole 
only, kit unli various colours, are moved here and there among the thick 
spreading of the threads, and by the embroidering art Ibev adorn all the 
woven work with various groups of images." Spinning was. indeed, so 
c-omim.ni an employment of the female sex, oven among' wonim, of royal 
bbed, that the will of King Alfred tonus the members of bis thmih- who 
were of the female side, " the spindle .side;" so that the modern term of 
"spinster" has descended to us in aiksion to those unmarried, and able 
to devote themselves to feminine accomplishments more exclusively. 

The banner of Ostrida is .-aid to have been wrought, of purple and .fold • 
a robe worn by Aldhelin was constructed of a purple ground, compter! of 
delicate thread, upon which appeared biack circles; and in those circles 
were wrought the figures of peacocks, of an ample size. Snob was the 
taste oi the seventh century, in which age abundance of goldsmiths and 
jewel. ,:rs were to he found ready to assist the fair patronesses of their art.; 
of whom llc.de says, Unit ibey were skilled in collecting ■' remarkable and 
precious stones, lo be placed among the gold and silver, which were mostly 
oi a ruddy or aerial colour." It was customary with the sovereigns of 
the Heptarchy to present rich garments, vases, bracelets, and rings, to 
incir wuenageiiioto and courtiers, which example was followed by "'{.heir 

'I be superstitions of the days in which Ostrida lived are well attested 
by the miracles related by the venerable liede. One of those is connected 

' Speed, Butler, Harding. 

' .An cxtmiplc at' the derienl ensimnc of il.o seventh centnn mav he seen in 
ilie -lecH, -.1 .M:,.,„Hl,-.ivv, in Wilis, j„ the. Ji^uro of St. ]\-U,'. v.tio, virh other 
m : ' -■■■-■ '^wr..:o-,-c, in ilie K.-.v.iii perch i.t tinit edilice, in h;,s-.!-vel)ev„ : the (hie 
'.■■"' l: '■'■ I '■-;"■'-■:;!' '- mO; ihc wed. is K as0 i,, ,u,d switched in ISO]. The 
■' ■- "■ -■■.-.:■■« m the nimt hmid ,.f Si. I'Or (head of the Ohio-ehi; n„„U, lv i,l, 
.!««.: :>. oi [he \e-,y Toiaiiient in the leti; the v,;h Uii are l.,.-.,,,". :i ; ;„ : ; ■,., jvi,- 
i-e^n, jswfil^ en the br.,r,o:r „[■ the -.,<-,,h, fee- lure. The doorway lit tU«, iT ,ir:u„.[ 

:' ! Il, ! ! ■-""■ <'l"ir.-ii, cxh < the f.pne ;[ a rclimms in hasso-reiievo. .^sscd in 

tm' snnple mo.iK-s halm, lieod, k<:.—/\, s ',n tie's liril. MonaMtm. 

' Sharon Turner. 
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with the Queen, who, at the time, was on a visit at Bardney Abbey. 
Ktbe.hild, sifter of the abbot, eamo there to pay lii.ir respects to her royal 
mistress, from her own convent, which was not far distant. The eynvor- 
satmn happening to turn on the uncle-saint of Ostrida, Ledy Ei.heihiM 
remarked, sue hud been an eye-witness 1 :■ J " tin.: pillar of light whic-li reached 
from earth to heaven, before alluded in. The Queen thereupon added, 
that the very dnst of the pavement, ou which the water that washed the 
hones had been spilt, hud already healed many sick persons.' The abbess, 
Upon hearing l.his, desired that some of the said dust, might be given her, 
which she tied up in a ciclh, and putting it, into a casket, returned home. 
Not, long after, a visitor at the monastery was Suddenly seized with an 
evil spirit, so that none eou'd bind him, and the abbess, with one of the 
nuns, was sent, for to his assistance. All efforts to assuage his madness 
were fruitless; but suddenly the abbess bad recourse to the holy dust in 
the easket, which she bad received from Queen Ostrida. When a small 
portion was given to the sull'erer, and after the priest, hud prayed over 
him, he had a quiet night, nor was ho ever after disturbed by his old 
enemy. Bede, who related this adventure of Etlielbild, speaks of her as 
"a certain venerable abbess of that, name, who is still living." 

Ostrida's union with Ethelred lasted for twenty years, during which 
she had but one son, who received the name of Oeolred. 2 A. sad fate 
overtook her soon after this period : siie was upon a journey through 
North Morc-ia, and was attacked and slain by the people of the district 
over which her husband ruled; these \nvi the i-amth Uunibrians, or 
people of toe territories which lay souih of the 'Trent. This treasonable 
act is supposed to have been committed by the heads of the Slate, who 
ndsed an insurrection to revenge on Ostrida the death of 1'eaila, their 
former King, murdered by Alobtleda, the Queen's half-sister, (.."nlikely 
as such ;i cause might be, that circumstance having occurred when Oslrida 
was yet in her cradle, it has been as.-igued by our historians, in the ab- 
sence of any evidence as to the real one which oeeasiooed the Queen's 
untimely end. This tragical event aifords an example (if the ferueil.y of 
the times : it happened A. D. 007, Ostrida being forty years of age, half 
of winch she iiad resided ameaig the people to whom she owed her unde- 
served death. Ethelred had reigned twenty- three years with much 
honour, when he was bereaved of his consort. The little care taken 
either by himself of his sou to discover the murderers, iias led to a sus- 
picion that the King personally connived at the circumstance; or, that 
toe murderer was too nearly connected with him to be denounced. 
Whether this was ihc ease or not, it is a fact, that the cruel death of Os- 
trida ,-o affected the mind of Ethelred, that from that time he could not 
discharge the duties of royalty, but resigned his regal dignity and domin- 
ions to Kenred, his nephew, sou of Wolpbere. whether sorrow for her 
loss, or penitence for his own share in the crime, induced this, is unknown. 

Kenred was arrived at maturity, and the son of Ostrida was still too 

lies of persons possessed. 

"Speed, Itapin, Lsnjfiinniii C'areii., Palgrave, Moliuslied. 
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young in govern ; so that in his abdication Ethelred consulted the wishes 
of tin; discontented nation. lie assumed the monastic habit of the ];ene- 
dleiinos, raid having lirst taken the vows at Biirduey, became abbot of 
that, monastery, which had been patronized by bis consort when living, 
afterwards bcr place of abode, and where her last mortal remain; now 
reposed. 1 

Ethelred abdicated in 704, 5 the time of his entering the cloister; and 
eight years after became abbot. lie discharged (he duties of bis station 
for four yean; only, at the end of which be died a', an advanced a:re, having 
survived Queen Ostrida nineteen years. The royal founder nod Able/ 
of Bardnoy was interred in that monastery, where bis tomb was still to 
be seen in the days of William of Malmesbury. The piety and munifi- 
cence of hit. hoi rod and Ostrida eaitscd their names to be nunibered amen" 
the Siexon saints. 

The royal donation of a crown temporal in these times was "found 
wan-ing," when weighed in the balance with the erown eternal, which 
prince and peasant alike strove to obtain. In the hope of a reward in 
heaven, Retired relumed the present of 3 kingdom to his cousin Ccolrod, 
the set] of Oslrida, and mailing a pilgrimage to Heme, passed the residue 
of his life there in penance and devotion ; he bail been accompanied in 
his devotional expedition by O/l'a, Kii:g of blssex, who had married a 
si.st.er of hlthekcd and Wulphere. Kenrcd died at Koine, a.D. 711. 3 

Oeolred, after an eight years' reign, died King of Morcia, and was 
buried in the chapel of Mary, at Litchfield Cathedral, where stood the 
shrine of St. Chad. He left no children by his Queen Werburga, who, 
like her namesake, the daughter of Wulphere 

the honours of canon i nation. Of the family whence the royal Werburga, 
wife of Ceolred, sprang, historians leave us in ignorance*. When her 
husband died, Werburga entered a monastery, probably that in Holy 
island, where she was residing at the time of' her death, which event is 
placed by the Saxon Chronicle in 7S^-7S;i, and is given' bv IToveden in 
these words :— " Werburga, forniorlv Queen of the Mercians, then abbess, 
ceased to live here, that she might live for ever with Christ, anno 7S3." 
_ Werburga bad arrived at a good old age, in the habitual practice of 
piety ana virtue ; her character is given in these words : " Like the holy 
widow, Anna the prophetess, she never departed from one Lord's temple, 
serving God nigh! and day, in abstinence and prayer, for the space of 
sixty-live years. For the latter part of that time she was abbess of the 
monastery, and showed no 'ess humility in governing ethers than she bad 
before in obeying." 1 Beautiful, at all times, is Christian humility ; but 
how much more so when viewed amidst the attributes of pomp am.': "power, 
as in a queen towards her subjects, or an abbess to the flock committed 
to her charge! Werburga was not a solitary instance; for another 
Queen, named Kiebtkryda, adorned this period of the Saxon Heptarchy 
by embracing the desired employments of another life, it being hlr cilice 
"to carry oil with lamps before the great ones of the Lord." 
' Willis's Abbeys. — — 

1 Willis says 712, and that Ethelred was abbot only four years. 
1 Holinshed, Pennant. * Brit. Saueta. 
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QUENBUBGA, QUENSWITHA, AND ALELEDA. 

Tiifi daughters of Pemia — Pemia's ivuvlikc prOj.ifcsities— Queen Ksnlswiltia ac- 
cepts the care af Oswy's. m;i - Quenlmrjiii's mairiaite — Pcmlti mid Ailk'da — 
Stipulations — Peada iMpliml at Carlisle — 1'cnda's opinions — ■ Influence of 
females in conversion — Ouenlmrfra's devotion — Court of Alfred a monastic 
school-— Alfred's death— Queidniraja returns to her ihllier's iloiuinions— Retires 
to Dormund Csiistur-- The tj: ii:t; s-islurw all hecome nuns — fen da's death — Death 
of Peada— His wife, his mother, am! his mistress suspected of his murder — 
Oswj seizes his dominions — Two young princesses take the veil. 

" Keneburg in thU onv sr.lnt.eil front shall stand, 
To Alfrcil tlie lined ivife, King of r.oilhiimljer'.a.iid." 

Drayton s 1'oly Olhivu. 

QiiKN'iii.iiKiA and Qucnswhha wore sistprs: their father Ptiida, King 
of Alercia, had a very numerous family by his Queen, who also bore the 
name of Qucnswitha. Four princes, Peada, Wupher, El.helrod, and 
Metwahl, became noted Kings of the Saxon Heptarchy. JHcroeiin, a 
iiii.b, was celebrated for piety, and lias been entered on the saintly calen- 
dar; 1 while, besides the two daughters already named, whose honourable 
career bus transmitted their names l.o posterity, may he mentioned their 
sisters Quondrida, I.daborge, and Walburga., the last of whom wore the 
crown-matrimonial of Susses. 

The father of this remarkable family maintained his power for thirty 
years, whioh he spent in continual wars with bis neighbours. His ad- 
venturous spirit Ll bated peace worse than death." Five Kings of the 
Anglo-Ha.irms perished in toiiieii'iiug against bis arms, besides tho re- 
nowned Edwin and Oswald. Penda, in bis sister Saxburga's cause, 
turned his anus against Northumberland, and penetrated as far as the 
capital city of liain borough, setting lire to every habitation in the line of 
his march. Oswy, the Northumbrian monarch, warned by the fate of 
his kingly predecessors, made every eiibrl to conciliate iiis formidable 
enemy. He not only sent him the most valuable presents, but delivered 
over his sccoi.id sou, Egi'rid, as u hostage into the care of Queen Kenes- 
witha, wife of Penda. It was on this" occasion that a match was pro- 
posed, which it was hoped would establish a lasting peace between the 
two hostile nations. This was the marriage of Alfred, eldest son of 
Oswy, by Entleda, the Kentish princess, to Quenburga, daughter of the 
.Mercian King. This tie, which took place shortly after, was very im- 
portant in its consequences. On the occasion of Quenburga's coming to 
Northumberland, she was accompanied by her eldest brother Peada. who 
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then beheld and fell in love with Alfleda, half-sister of Alfred, tho King's 

ilk ;;it : .m:U'.-! daughter, by a lady bearing the same name, and who' was 
si-tor of Egfrid, and of another Alfred often mistaken for the son of 
Enfleda. who hud married Quenburga.' 

Peada 3 demanded Alfteda of Oswy for his bride, but Oswy refused to 
accede to the proposal of the Mercian prince, unless he would become a 
convert to the fuit.b his daughter professed. The royal husband of his 
sisl.er Qocuburga was a firm believer in Christianity; she was mainl? 
instrumental in persuading Po:o!n to embrace its holy doctrines ; and that 
he did this from a sincere conviction, appears from the answer he made 
when interrogated en the subject. : he remarked, with mueh warmth, 
" that no consideration, not even the refusal of Alfleda,, should provoke 
him to return to the worship of Wodin." 

Pcada was accordingly Implied prirjr to Lis union with Alfleda; the 
ceremony was performed ljy Bishop ]'"jnuao, and all bis train reecived the 
saered rite with him. This interesting event- was wiluesscd at. Carlisle. 
This eity Lad arrived at great consequence under the Romans, and though 
aiionvards ravaged by tho 1'iots and Scots, was still, for its ancient 
splendour, accounted a eity. When, in a later period, Kgfrid, tho brother 
of Alfleda, reigned in Northumberland, ho gave the city to St. Culbbevt; 
and Bode paid a visit there in !18(>, at I.Le time St.. Ciithbert was bi-hop 
of Ltudisfarne, and describes the walls, which the townspeople look him 
to see, and a fountain or well of admirab'.o workmanship, which bad been 
early constructed by the Romans. 5 

Before i'eada quitted Herein, in (ifvl, be had been crowned by his 
lather King of Leicester, so that Alfleda might, be considered by her 
marriage Queen of l.iiat portion of the Heptarchy. At this period Mercia 
was divided into two parts, tailed North and South Mercia, the river 
Trent forming the boundary between them ; the southern division, which 
belonged to I'eada, was called also the Mediterranean, or Middle Angles, 
alid contained 7000 households. The young Queen was conducted by 
her husband into bis dominions, attended bv Ids train, and by four Chris- 
ti:m priest.,-, Cidd, Rcl.li, Adda, and Diutna, whom he engaged to instruct 
his subjects in the new faith. 4 It had been expected that. Peuda would 
oppose his son's conversion, as be was a grea.t enemy to Christianity; but 
either all religious were alike to him, or lie treated tlie subject with com- 
placency for the sake of a sou much behived : for not only did he softer, 
ami indeed promote, first the marriage of Quenburga to the pious Alfred, 
but afterwards the conversion of Ceada, and the alliance stipulated as its 
result to take place with Alfleda. More than this, he admitted Clnis- 

' The second Alfred, li'aijr of Knrthiimborlioul, «us brother of Egfrid, who suc- 

ceo.de I Oswy, of wliuni they were ilaidti te chi'.drcn. The lirst Alfred, who 

ni-iriae'l Qucn'iurea «f Morciu, reigned over Ikira, bill at his dcith llm \ pie 

of that district ri.voluid in favour of' H-iYid. Tiie youth of the second Alfred was 
passed -u e^ile in Ireland, wfieace he was alter winds reeal'.ed to assume the 
crowns of EerniciiL uud Dcira. 

- I.ingard, liiographiu Britimnica, Holinshed. 

1 Bvitton and lirayley, llolinshe 1, Unpin, Lingnrd. 

* The first three were. Angles, the In.-t ;.n Irishman. — l!-:L., lib. iii. C. 21. 
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tianity among the Mercians, but in doing sn forbade that the I'agan rites 
should bo intermixed with those of the Christians, as had occurred in 
Essex. Thin fierce King is said to have " especially luili.-d and dcspasod 
those who, after they had embraced Christianity, lived in :s manner unbe- 
coming their profession," as di..l Kadbald and oilier eon verted princes of 
the lieptarchy, whom he regarded as " despicable wretohes who would 
not obey their God, in whom they believed." ' • 

The Northumbrian missionaries were sueee.-ful in propagating the;r 
belief. The Queen herself employed her inihienoo over the heart of tier 
husband in behalf of the Christian I'aith, and in seconding its apostles in 
their work anion:: his subjects. Thus it is a most remarkable fact, iliitf. 
Mcrcia, as well as Kent and Northumberland, the three most considera- 
ble kingdoms of the Llepi.arehv, were indebted for conversion to the influ- 
ence of the female scx. ! Alfleda had only to recall to her raind the 
bright, examples of llortba and Ethelburga to receive encouragement m 
the C <fl'"'rious task, l'eada, her amiable consort, the first Christian King 
of Mereh, was a prince of superior understanding, worthy of his exalted 
dignity, and posseted of talents which commanded the esteem and admi- 
ration of all who knew him. 

The heart of Quenbur^a, Queen of Doira, like that, of Alfleda, was 
more set upon the kingdom of heaven than on any earthly diadem. Hhe 
was singularly devout and pious, and her exhortations prevailed with her 
husband, Kun; Alfred, that they should live together as brother and 
sister, rather than as husband and wife : in those times such instances of 
devotion were esteemed the most exalted proof of religiou. 

Through the influence of the Queen of Deira, the court of Alfred be- 
came converted into a kind of monastic school, of regular discipline aud 
Christian perfection, according to the prevalent notion. 

Alfred, however, having di'ed during his father's 1 if::- time, 3 Quonburga 
returned to the dominion's of Ponda, her father. She had resolved to 
pass the residue of her days in religious seclusion, and selected for her 
retreat from the world, a town in the confines of Huntingdon and North- 
ampton, railed lVirmund Caistor. That spot suited her inclination for 
retirement, but was not the most healthy, being in a moist aud fenny 
situation. Some say that a monastery had already been built there by 
Prince Wulphor, her brother; but. ihe general opinion is, that Qneuburga 
herself founded the establishment for "Christian virgins, over whom she 
presided as Abbess-/ and this seems most likely, as the town, since called 
Caistor only, was changed, at that dale, from the name of Dorme.nd Cais- 
tor to Kniineburg-eeuster, or the town of Qucnburga. Into this holy 
retrea.t, the three sisters of the widowed Queen retired, the Princesses 
Kcneswitha, Qnoudrida, aud Idaburga, who were all consecrated at God- 
mancuester. 6 

Great changes, meanwhile, befell the Christian abbess, Queidy.ivga. 
ITcr husband was dead, aud she had devoted herself to God. She had 
now to mourn in solitude for the warfare and loss of her father Penda, his 

1 Rapiu, Roger of Wendovev. * Hume, Rapin. ■ Brit. Sancta. 

' Dugdale, vol, vi., p. 1621. ' Butler. 
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fo. be ng hot ■ f.ther-tnJaw, Ktng 0,.,. The particular, of tU. battl. 
J™ .lread, been ,d„ed. Peed, died a, he had lived, , P,g,„, » d his 
death ., that „f , here, op .he battMeld. TMrt, captain, wore .kin 
fighting on the Mere,™ side on that eventful da/, and the, who did 

escape, o ihr.r party, were fc.,,,1 in their light, h; ,1„, ,„,,,. n'i„,„i - 
Among ; the mm taken on the held „f ,t„fe wore the widowed Queen 

0! 1 coda, K.....11.1 and Jagl,,,!, her host,,,,, brother In Q , , tip. A, 

, .' >->■•■; :.-ntn;. . _„. t ., , ,„ „ ,., ,,, „ ik , „ „,. '. 

to I ,a, a and hi, consort, and the three ,ou, of tb, deceased kin, TIka 

Jea'thefTd I ' £' '"'" "'?"'' "'""• "" "*" "> d ■J«t=riou, 
death of Prad.,- 1 he catastrophe of hi. murder ooenrred during the 

fosnral of baiter, but llio ,,„„ author of tin deal i. „„)„„ ■,.•„ Tj,„ , 
,«.'■. a, .iand charge 1 will, the mine. The amiable All) Ja. hi, era,,-, 
v.ho,,. irreproachable Me roodcr, ,uoh a deed mo.t in,,,,, ■babh, O-.v's 
mt.tr,.,, who ... .Pagan, of whom Eobert do Swaph.m, quoted b» 
■>, ', remark,, ''to, blot ,s taken from the Christian i, 
brand, ilea fare of her that meat doservcth it" 

The third part, aoou.ed of Pe.da', death, i, hi, own mother, th. e.p. 
o.o Unit,, b,c„,,w,th,. Tins oharge i, ,o nniikel, to be line, a, o 
'i ».? "'•"»»• Of lbs three uocesed partio,, Oswy's mi.tres, 'seem, 
meet bkelj to have been g I, I porl I „, d the 

'I';' - , ' """,>■''-";■ «■■> occasion : tbi, op „, derive, siren. ,1, tVo-n 

' ..'■"' , ' ,:ml "". '.V ,lj > l, ""b °'»T »'»"! hi, d„o,i„,o„., and held them, 
with the rest ol Sierra,, „!1 driven then™ by Wuhnhcro, htoikar o[ the 
dtcetis.d monarch. After the death of Peada, the uan.o of 1.1...;,,, hi. 
consort, di,appoar, frtun the Chronicles, 

It i, worthy of remark, that the children of Ponda, so notorious an 
opt-out,,'. !,r,,„an,,y, wire all distinguished for their cm,,,.., Jinarv 
piety. Al hi, four sons, who in ,u ion ruled ,1 , l 

supported the new doctrine, and their sisior, became iaiuou, in lb,. r»lo,i 
dar of saints. 3 

St. Keneswitha was very young when she lost her father, and having 
resolve,, io consecrate herself to (lod, ,|,o took the veil in fli- M ..„-'„; 
ol l> 'rnniuu lao.ior, over which her ,i,tor, the t „„ ', . 1 ,. 
"'"I ,'■"'%,, "" ,,,dcl ' ""'"■■ Qtioiuli'idii, a,.,,,,,,,:! the rcibioa, habit 
with her. il„.„. two young volar,,, are described 
eminent tor holmes. ' As for lb, or tanl ,,.■„',.,,,.„,. ... o .;..... r. ~ 



,. u .o,ut for holiness." 4 As for their ruyal protectress and sister Quen- 

l,»,'o .. ,1,0 was "a mirror of sanotoy, ,„ ,|„„ „„„,y- virgin, „,' „h ,„„;,, 
and degrees resorted to her ntona.iorv, to [,, betruc.l i„ ,,„. ,„„,. .„„, 
meretsesof a religtou. life; and while the daughters of prima., reverenced 
hoc a- ■, on,,,,,,, the p„„ r wore admit!,,,! ,„ ,„,„,1 hor a, a cur.o,,,.,.,,,, 
ouiMiatli the ei„ : „nd the other honoured her as a parent." 
' Wimridlield, near Leeds. ~ 

" Ilolinshed, Rapin, llohert de Swapham, Speed. - Ingulphus. 
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HEllESWYTHA, SEXBURGA, ETHELDEEDA, ERMEN- 
BURGE, AND ERMENILDA. 

liel-rjions enthns^m— Chureh building -Que™ Uerodvvtlin, <Mhe mother of 
iuiiuy Saints"' — Hur lni*b:irni, King Anna— litiieldreda anil Tlii-miiei-t — J-Jie re- 
tires to a, monastery— Her second mm-riusi; tii I'.aiVM— Their establishment — 
Egl'iid's remonstrance-— Ethel drcda goes in a convent, accompanied by liishop 
Wilfred — Architecture and Clnifeb'Mnsic patronised by Wilfred — Anger of 
Egfrid— Their separation ; lie re-marries— Ermeniairgc persecutes Wilfred— 
An-Sn-Kaxcn <::u-r F:i fi-i! — W ir J'ruii's tthils — Sfxl!'.!.-ij!i : s piety— llv-s dun si iter— 
The Abbess Hildelithu— The Convent o: Minslre— !!rmeni:da's, and her young 
daughter Werbur|ru's, piety — lluvder of ti.i- voting pi-lrn.-c:s, Wulfii.dc and Rufin 

Werburgfi's pre. less inn — The Abbess iHiiehbeda's edifying deaths St. 

Audrey's lace, and Si;. Etlieldre'l's el.idn -Ely McTiMStmy— Sexburga's happy 
death— The butterfly shadow— Mintl.i- St.VVerbu.-a, I lie Patroness of Ches- 
ter— Ely Cathedral— Antiquities-- The stum: cross of Etheldreda. 
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love it was their duty to repudiate, and with whom it was praiseworthy 
to live on terms- of the strictest severity. Occasionally the partners of 
those Iioly mid religious ladies shared" their enthusiasm, and devoted 
themselves to the same life; but in some eases it. was different, and the 
whole country was thrown into a ferment In consequence of the' domestic 
troubles ensuing. 

To have erected and endowed a church or a monastery is always spohon 
of by early historians as the most praiseworthy of acts, and almost count- 
less are the edifices raised in the seventh century l.o prove the zeal of the 
new converts to the true faith. The Queens of 1 1 t I 1 1 

A\ ulpheve were not the least unionist those pious personages, who strove 
to gain the approbation of man and the favour of Heaven by expending 
enormous sum-, on religious buildings. 

Not one of the princes of the Anglo-fNtxen Heptarchy was more emi- 
nent for piety than Anna, King of East Anglia. who had sheltered Cen- 
walch from the indignant wrath of Ins fierce brother-in-law Pcii'.ia, King 
of Mereia; nor was there a more excellent and amiable princess than 
lloroswyt.ha, his consort, who for her own piety and the holiness of her 
offspring, has been entitled the "mother of many saints." Of her first 
husband, to whom she bore a son and a daughter, 1 no account is accu- 
rately given : three sons and three daughters were the ofl'spi-iny; of her 
union with King Anna. The sons of H tires v.-yt ha were Jurniinus. Adul- 
phus, and Erkenwald ; her daughters were Ethelburga, Sexburga,' I'lthch 
dreua, slave, and Withburga. 

S>iburga, whose education bad been carefully attended to (for women 
at this time were highly instructed}, became tho'wife of Ercoudiert. King 
of Kent, who was re marl; a lie both for his kv) In religion ar.d bis patri- 
otism. He was first to establish the fast of Lent in his division of the 
Heptarchy, where he razed the temples of heathenism, and extirpated the 
idolatrous worship so long prevailing. Queen Hoxburgu encouraged her 
husband in all his religious undertakings, sharing in his exertions, and 
confirming; hi* resolution by her counsel and example. " Thus." says the 
Chronicle, " while her virtue, humility, and devotion excited the ;i jinira- 
tiou and reverence of the people, her goodness and unbounded charity 
gained for her more especially the love of the poor. Although she had 
married in obedier.ee to the will of her parents, she would have preferred 
the cloister to a palace, a church to matrimony, aud the service of Christ 
to worldly empire." ' 

Etheldreda 8 was the destined wife of Thonbert, an Englishman of 

' .St. Serhrid, Hurts wytha's dau-iiler by the first hu^bau'L was honoured by the 
early l^iiplislj as a saint, thou^lj Lev name is not contained in .'my calendar. Slut 
S'.ioeeiah. I St. I'ara, abbess ami a.iiimlress uf f'avernoutievs. in I'Vunec. in tier higii 
cilice, and was honoured, on the fith or 7th of ilav, as fit. Sethi-id/nr Sesselru- 
flis. — Butler's .Lives, Jan. 10 anil Dee. 7. 

- Jiromton, 

1 The uncertainty of orthography In i'onnov times is well exemplified in the 
name of litheliircia. trs aoLvuviation is lildrmie, a core pound of Stixoii and 
Itriiish, from ''Ji'l.'' t::e reLinpliealive pronoun, and "dvud," "illustrious" or 
" well-beloved." — Butler. 
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nolle Viirl.li. From her infancy she had been distinguished by her hu- 
mility and devotion, wliich led her, in conformity wir.li a custom at that 
time enjoined I iy the (Uiurth. to take upon herself a vow of perpetual 
celibacy, devoting herself entirely to the service of Christ. This vow 
she never violated, though she twice entered the corinuliial state. She 
was induced to accept Tiimibcrt for her uoinind husband, in conformity 
with the wishes of her parents, and with him she is said to have lived 
foe three years, as a holy sifter, in accordance with her early vow. He 
was Prince of the Southern (jirvii, having autliority over Rutland, 
Northampton, and part of Lincolnshire, those districts being ruled by 
their own princes, who were subject to the Kings ef Mereia. To this 
domain was added the Isle of Ely, upon his marriage with Etheldreda, 
to whom it was given aa a bridal dowry.' At the end of two years, 
jflriieldredu.'s father, King Anna, with Ids son Jurminus, was slain in 
battle by I'cnda, and the death of her husband followed, shortly after. 
Returning into solitude, the young widow could now uninterruptedly de- 
vote herself to religious duties, and humble herself before Him who 
"lovetli those whom lie chastencth." 

Her mother Hereswydn, to whom she was tenderly attached, and who, 
on the deiith of King Anna, had retired to France with her own sister 
Hilda, and entered the Monastery of Che-llcs, died at this time. 

The fatuous Monastery of (Jael'cs, five leagues distant from Paris, on 
the Marne, though founded by Ulolilua, Queen of Franco, was elderly 
endowed by St. liutbilde, a. Saxon Queen. Hilda bad resolved to end her 
days in that establishment, hut. the loss of her sister broke the tie which 
bound her to the spot, and she snllered herself to he prevailed oa by St. 
Aidan to return into Northumberland, where she is afterwards distin- 
guished as the Abbess of Whitby. 

The deaths of Thoubcrt and of Hereswyda occurred in 655, and the 
year after Adulphus succeeded to the throne of his father Anna, I'lthel- 
dreda remaining in Ely, occupying herself in '■ tasting, prayer, vigils, and 
penance," Vainly, however, did the widowed princess seclude herself 
from the world. The fame of her beauty and her virtue had spread, and 
attracted the attention of Kgfrid, one of the most powerful Kings of the 
Maxell Heptarchy, wbo then governed Northumberland, and he desired to 
obtain her iu marriage. Etheldreda, however, refused to become his 
wife, 

" Though her sister ^c.x kiv.ee im cued her tenderly;" 
until the Prince urged his suit with such importunity, promising that her 
vow should be held sacred, that she yielded tier consent; 

"And at the umryiige was great solemnyte, 
Trutnphes, honoures, on every side, 
Great cost arid royalte." 5 

This word, however, is written in di tier cully— wtdeh is sufficiently conl'usinir- 
Etlielilridn, I'dlioldrilii, Addl'iida. Aui.aiind, ridiltruJi*, or Audrey. Tins name 
of Etlielio-iida signifies "nnlilc novice." [Camden.] I lores ivy ■■/.<; is ieaillVivnily 
written with a d m t.h — the sound being the same. 

1 Butler, Bradsliawe. * Bradshawe. 
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Ely was probably (he scene of the nuptial festivity, as King Egfrid 
came there to seek his bride.' Five years had been passed b\ Er.hcidreda 
in wiilow!iM..d when, by her second espousals to Kgfrid, she bi^-u^ie Queen 
oi Nnrlhuniberland. 

During twelve years from the date of this union, Etheldreda resided 
wit-ii her consort as his sister, nut as his wile; fur neither the nflbetiun of 
lb" husband, Hie autliorily of the kirur, or any oilier inducement was of 
any avail in inducing her to break (he vows she had made to Heaven. 
Eetiad, mi the other hand, fell such respect for Ins wife, and was to nmeh 
iiiloefod by the example of her virtue, that he allowed her full l : borty to 
last, watch, and pray, and to devote her time to acts of pictv ami charily, 
during tliat space of time; but his own youth, and the grea"t desire of bis 
subjects that, lie should have heirs, at length led him I:? make replanta- 
tions, noi indeed to Kthcb.Iredn herself, whose reproof lie feared, but tn 
liisknp W.hreil, who possessed the entire confidence of the Oueen and 
she was in the habit of consulting him on all evasions. Erbcidreda' bad 
bestowed on him, with the consent of her husband. Hexham, which the 
is believed to have obtained as her own bridal dowry froni Egfrid, for an 
episcopal see; and Wilfred built in it a church niid'inoiiastciv, the struc- 
ture oi which surpassed any in England. Italian architects, masons, and 
glaziers 2 were hired to assist in its erection, and it was furnished with 
plate and holy vestments, besides containing a large collection of the 
Lives of the Hainis, and a noble cooleMas* ion! libra rv/' Sacred uiusicwas 
first patronized in Nor'humberland in EtheldroJu's time. St, Acea, a 
subsrijucnt. Bishop of Hexham, himself a learned musician and author of 
many literary productions, especially of a religious nature, retained in his 
service for twelve years n. famous singer ua.inci.l Maban, by whose instruc- 
tions the use of church music and singing of anthems Was revived, and 
who introduced many Latin hymns before unknown in the northern 
churches. 4 

Several charitable institutions, founded in different, parts of Wilfred's 
diocese, were encouraged by Queen Etheldreda. 

' Butler. 

" The art of making glass was km.wn in .ISritain before (lie criming of the Ro- 
macs, and unc.rovcd by 1.1, cm. It was lost in tlic invasion nf tjio ,s,,M„ a , but 
altcrwa.ids imparted n,,,,;!:,: ilicra, a..],, iiiil, for ihe ornament of churches ai: 1 
reborns eaii.oes, a- l!ede i.elb as. ilioi U ..h not u-s-ri till after H,. Cv ones' in ml- 
vate ihvellin^. Specimens i,f isaxrm jdu.-s may be seen in Wcstmicster' \l.bev 

Cl ' lv I'-'luito the tomb ,>fEdwa,a! the Confessor : |],ev arc small square or dia- 

i: = j.ii_. !->■■::. : r.l ni-,,. ,,..! mere lI.mii an inch in Length,' and lined will, °- f ,W loaf 



nin a tomb disiaivcrca in repairo,- KcicLe.rci. Cadie- 

dr.il, though of rather a later date. 
1 Uvea of the Saints. 
* Eiog. Brit This Aeca was interred in Ifesham CliuiMh. where one stone 

ems- i>- lis j-.ho-s-rl at his he,,il and ainchcv :it bis tent. When, chrcn lnnidred voars 
allurward-, Id- tnmb ivos. 0]iiMi.vI, bis hiirial-ehir.hes were tYumil in a -laira cnlire 
pivseriediau, not a ina.den [ablet, of the fV.nn of an altar, was ,ii-o,,vci. i nliieh 
Jii.d been pi: coil ! n tlic breast of tec onon-iai prelaw, it was -nine,' noli -b'ycr 

„..,-. .:,..! i n macriilIjl)rl . Slldl W;1S (Jie ui(jJ(i of ill: . :nL -^, h . t , „.,, , ; 

a.rnoiir? Ihc Angles. 
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Bisbop Wilfred, appealed to by Egfrid on the subject of Etheldreda'a 
vow, did not feel at. liberty to decline the commission intrusted to him of 
interfering in this matter, mul m.-Hjciili n^ly addressed himself to tao Queen 
on the subject, of her husband's wish. Etheldreda now plainly perceived 
that the only method of enabling her to keep her resolution, was to en- 
deavour to induce Egfrid to live io a stale of separation from her ; Wilfred 
represented, accordingly, to the king that, it was the desire of his wife to 
enter into the seclusion of a monastery. The prelate's entreaties and the 
importunity of Etheldreda. berself at last extorted from the King a eon- 
sent that she should depart from the court of Northumberland, ' and 
follow her wish in this respect also. Having succeeded in fining the 
consent of the King, Etheldreda took an important slop, in which she 
was advised by Wilfred ; she repaired to the Fionas (cry of f eldinjjham. 
beyond Berwick, of which Ebba, "the King's aunt," was Abbess, and 
there professed herself a Bun. 11 She received the veil from the hands of 
Wilfred himself, and on the occasion expressed her joy by remarking 
"that she never thought berself a Queen till she was professed, and thus 
solemnly contracted to the King of Heaven." * 

Etheldreda remained for some time under the protection of the Abbess 
Ebba; but at the end of a year from the time of her profession, Wilfred 
informed the royal nun that Egfrid had formed a design, either by per- 
suasion or compulsion, to make her return to his court. To avoid this 
rdternative, Etheldreda (putted the convent and fled to the kingdom of 
Hast Anglia, for greater safety, ^he was accompanied in her journey by 
two maidens, and' the monkish Chronicles inform us thai, at every place 
where they rested on their way thither, "our Lord showed them mira- 
cles. " * It is supposed that Ovin, an old and faithful steward of the 
Queen, attended their flight. 

Adulph, who is sometimes called the "natural brother of E'. bobbed a," 
received the fugitives; and in due course of time, Etheldreda, as.^s.ted by 
him. erected on her own estate, the Tsle of Ely, a double monastery. 5 
This edifice was founded in A. D. 072.* As soon as it was completed, 
Etheldreda assumed the government. Wilfred himself attended in person 
at Ely, to assist at the ceremony of the Queen's election as abbess. 

This prelate had, as it is natural to imagine, incurred the severe anger 
of Eiifrid, nor was that anger appeased even after he had taken another 
wife. The new Queen was Ermcnburge, sister-in-law to the King of 

1 Bode, Milton, Lives of Llio Saints. 1 Holiashed. 

1 Butler. ' Lives of the Saints. * Canwod Abbey. — Eradsliawe. 

8 To this period may pei-lmps be ascribed the foundation of r, structure by 
Fvho'drcd'i in the Iocil'-'II v iu:t.- known as .Kk I'^uie, Ilolborn. The iv-ark (if that 
(iiu-"u loislon- since fallen Id decac; lint Shuksnenre. on the autimiiK of T-I-l- 
jn-Lf I. informs u; licit tl,c Uislmp of V.'.y dwelt nt a palace in what is now called 
Ely Place -which resilience w;i* noted by -nine of our writers fnr -.is -rrawOerrv 
r-r."n!ei]=, vineyards, iimi meadows. On tie; spot whore Queen I'! chef bed i; s foun- 
dation cvisted, was erected, in MVlfi, tbo nnliqnc chapel b-.ainni; her name, ot 
Which Newcourt, in Lis " lieperlonom Lonilincnse," written in 1700, says, "is, 
to this diiy, a very 1'uir, hri'/e, old chapel." 
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Wcshi\',' win, unwilling f> encourage so great n, power as that possessed 
by Wilfred in tin 1 kingdom, irritated the Kir.;- still move a»n.insf him ; 
and her mortification at the freedom of the bishop's strictures "on the vio- 
lence of character, soon led to open hostilities between them. 

Ermenburge s now employed every means (o ruin Wilfred in the King's 
opinion, and Lor task was the less difficult as Idgfrid was already so iiiueb 
incensed. She gained also an ally in Theodore, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, who was induced to assist her views, owing lo .misrepresentations, 
of which he afterwards beca.mc aware ; for the present, however, be only 
listened to the grievances brought forward by the Queen, and was pre- 
vailed on to depose Wilfred from his dignify, after he bad spent Teal years 
in endeavouring to establish the monastery "f which he was the support. 
Bicbard, Prior of Hexham, ' speaking of Ennouburge, says: "]n her 
heart Satan stirring up the seeds of barred against the said bishop, by 
her tongue incited fhc King's mind to expel the priest;" and it. appears 
that the Queen was the more displeased, because Hexham, part of Erhcl- 
dreda's dowry received from Egfrid, had been bestowed on that prelate. 
It ia plain that all parties, Queen as well aa bishops, had an interested 
motive for the disgrace of Wilfred. 

Accordingly Theodore parceled mit l:is great dieeo-e. eensecratino; Bosa 
to the see of York, for the Dciri; Eata to that of Lindisfarne, for Bcv- 
nioia ; and Eadhead r.e Ihe ehoreh of Liudissi, or great part of Lincoln- 
shire, which Egfrid had won from Wcreia. This great division of "Wilfred's 
bishopric took place A. j>. f>78. Wilfred on this appealed to the Pope, 
He raised no clamour, for he dreaded either disturbances or schism, but 
was sufficiently well a 00,1;;! in Led with the canons to perceive the i.'Tenu lardy 
and nullity ef many steps taken againsi him. He accordingly embarked 
for li.cme, where having pleaded his own cause, lie relumed to England, 
and repairing to the presence of Egfrid, handed to him the sealed decrees 
of the Pope. That prince, haying firs', caused them to be read by the 
prelates of bis own faclinn, who were at that time present iu 'he apart- 
ment, declared that the} had been eblained by bribery, and commanded 
that Wilfred should be committed to prison. The order was obeyed, and 
during the space of nine months Wilfred was subjected 10 the most rigorous 
treatment, it is said, everything hut the clothes which he wore was. 
taken from him, and all his adherents were dispersed in different direc- 
tions. Queen .Ermenburge herself took possession of his ease of relics, 
which siie hung up in her chamber, and carried about with her in her 
chariot wherever she went, making au outward display of piety but little 
in accordance with her conduct. 

The following curious account of a lady's carriage exists in an Anglo- 
Saxon MS. in the ITarleiau library. It represents (.he carriage of a. lady 
of rank, of a rather later period than that of Ermenburge: "it has 
uprights fixed before and behind, with a. body, shaped like a hammock, 
suspended between; I he whole, and in particular the spokes of the wheels, 
arc painted with various colours. The lady to whom the gay vehicle 
belongs, wears on her head a double veil, and has a porJorated niautlo 

1 Eddins. ■• Lingard. 



a t,y Google 



EEMKNBltROE, 271 

over tlic shoulders ; her upper gown, which scarcely descends below (he 
knees, is embellished with a hordcr of needlework edged with beads. The 
sleeves descend only us far as the elbows, and are of considerable width, 
in shape resembling those now most fashionable. Beneath is worn an 
under garment, with long tight sleeves, reaching to the ground, so as 
almost to cover the feet." 1 

Wilfred's composure of mind is said to have been so great under bis 
reverses, [.hat his guards overheard him singing psalms in bis dungeon : a 
bright light also is said " to have issued from that dark ehatnher, which 
alarmed his guards, and Wilfred having performed an cxtni.ordinary mire 
on the sick wife of their governor, that person refused any longer to guard 
him; so that tliu King, fur .safety, removed him to another prison." 2 

At length Ermcnhie-ge was suited with a dangerous illness while staying 
at the Monastery of Ebba. The King's aunt was struck with the belief 
that her malady was caused by the indignation of Heaven for her conduct 
towards Wilfred: a notion fostered by the abbess, on whose remonstrances 
at her injustice to that excellent prelate, Wilfred was set at. liberty, his 
relics restored, and his companions sent back to him. on condition, how- 
ever, that the bishop should never more set foot, within the territories of 
Egfrid. lie accordingly retired from Not ihorn'oerland, and solicited the 
protection of linr.hwal'i.l, nephew to the King of M.orcia, who granted to 
him land, on which he built a monastery, Egfrid's emissaries, however, 
discovered Ins retreat, and the Mercian was aiarmed by his threats; so 
that Wilfred, unwilling to endanger his friend's safety, quitted his pbee 
of refuge, and fled into ff esses.. 3 ilui Wilfred's trials wore not yet over; 
for Tnneuigild, si^lef of his per-ecutress, was Queen of \v"es;ex, and, 
influenced by Ermeuburge, so harassed the prelate tliat lie was glad to 
avail himself of (be invitation of Ktheiwald, King of Sussex, to reside 
in his dominions. One prince had remained his lirni friend t.lirougliont, 
namely. Alfred, illegitimate brother -M' Egfrid, U hen, therefore, in CiSi. 
KgfVid was slain, Krineubiirge's influence expired with him; as Kgfrid 
bad no issue, Alfred became Lis brother's successor on the throne, and 
Wilfred was immediately reinstated in all his honours, at Hexham, and 
appointed to the see of York and monastery of Itipon. 

For this the prelate was in a pre::.; degree indebted to Theodore, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, his former persecutor, then arrived tit an advanced 
age, and subject to frequent ins of sickness. The Archbishop sent to Wil- 
fred, aiio desired him to meet him at London with Si. Krkeuwadd, bishop 
of that city, brother of Ktbeldrcda. In their interview In; confessed ad 
the aieii.i.s of bis past life, sod observed, "the greatest remorse 1 feel is, 
that, T. consulted with the King to deprive you of your possessions, with- 
out any fault commuted on your part." He then earnestly ei.ureaied that 
he might be permitted to make all the restitution that was left in his 
power. Accordingly ho wrote iettcrs to King Alfred, to Ethelred, King 
of Morcia, and to Kiiloda, Abbess of Whitby and others, and thus made 
ample amends to Wilfred for his ancient hostility. 

Queen Ermenburge, not long after her husband's death, A. D. 685 

: Smith and Merrick, * Butler's Lives. J Lingard. 
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The Earn island, 1 the largest of the group, and the nearest to the 
mainland, is celebrated for iiavbig been the residence of ft. Cuthbcrt 
disrir ■_:■ moe years. "In that spot lie devoted himself to prayer and 
fasting, oficr having borne tin: ohtirge of the priorato <if idiidtsfkroe, and 
thither number.-; oiunc to be edified." 

The island on which lie dwelt, is. about eleven acres in extent, and the 
bass 11.10 rocks with which it is bordered rise abruptly, on the south-west 
side, tij a height of about eighty feci, above the s::a : the nnrlh is entirely 
exposed to i.fiii winds and waves. The site of the buildings oreettd by 
the holy reolnse lias been ascertained, consisting of his oratory, cell, lios- 
pitiuni, and fountain; and the ebapel, which bad fallen into docay, was 
restored and roofed by Archdeacon Thorpe. 

It is recorded that "when the coffin of St. Outlibert was hrou-lit by 
the monies of I.inrlisfarne to the spot where the city of Durham is now 
built, no power could move it thence." The monastery was. therefore, 
of course, erected there. 

Sexburga, after t.be dcalh of Ereombcrt, bad departed from England 
and repa-ired to b'lauee, aeeompanied by her unmarried sister Etludhuiga, 
aod tier youngest daughter Frcoriijcea. Tier eldest daughter, t'lineajhla, 
had been previously married to Wulphere. King of JMeroia. Tier sous 
were Egbert and Lothair, of whom, hereafter, mention will be mado. 2 

Sexburga., her daughter and sister, all received the religious veil in 
France. At Ibis time there were very few conventual establishments in 
I'rila.in, and it was customary with t.be Angio-Haxon princes ami nobles 
to send their children into France to be educated in the monasteries there. 
The most, celebrated of these establishments, which were really schools 
for education, and noted for resort, by the Fnglish, were FWen.outicrs, 
llriege, Amlelie, ami (Jbelles. Etheidreda, at some period of her life, is 
said to have resided at F'a re mou tiers : a perhaps it might have been while 
waiting i'or the completion of her edifice at Ely. 

At the time the royal iiriuoesses of .Kiigiaml arrived, Hildelitha was 
Abbess of Farcm en tiers. Elholburga joined her pious flock, but. was at 
a subsequent period recalled to her native country to assume the govern- 
ment of the celebrated Abbey of JSarking, which had been built for her 
reception by her brother .Ijrkenwahl, Bishop of London, a prineeiy pre- 
lale, wdiese virtues afterwards caused his relics to be worshipped in a 
famous shrine dedicated to him in St. Paul's church. 

' Fame, is a, corrupt! en of the Celtic v.nrd ftikrtai, a recess. Holy Island was 
called l.-iuiisf.UTie, Li ■ . i i . 1'ue Lindis, a rivulet which enmtio? itself into the sea 
from the oeuosite shurc. 

1 Dugdale. 

' St. t'ara was the name of the foundress e.f the Monastery of Furcmoutiers, 
and is silicoses! to have been the first abbess, llihiehtlia, who aft.orwanls pre- 
sided their, return eil to lei^hmd to assist Uthclbur.nii in the ri::ui;:e""'Ciil n. 
Ihu'iime,' Abbey. St. Sctbrht, the ibiue.htiu' ef I feres w_y,.)u , nfierwiivds hied tee 
government .-.-;■ Faromoutievs, prior to her unioi) ivilo Kina Anna. I'u.lielibima is 
esteemed tnii-el Abbess iif t'aveiinnttiers. AecnrJir.^ to ilo'ius^ed, bulb Si.ahr:d 
and Ethelburjjn became Abbesses ef Jliuige. — See tiutc, p. 266, note. 
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Tlveonireca mafic her profession either in l!riego or Chollea; it is not 
Iniown Id which place Pcxhurga retired, though she Sffins to have spent 
tliir six following years- in Vranoe. ^exburga. oven ■ i-iriritr her husband's 
lifetime, had earnestly desired to devote herself ox^lu^i vi.O y to the servii-e 
of God, in a state of religions seclusion ; and in order (hat. others, at 
least, might he enabled to attend on the divine sendee night and day 
wiihont impediment, she had eon 1 we need erecting a nunnery in the isle 
of Slitii'Nfy. on the eoast of Kent, having obtained a grant of land for 
lliat purnose. £ome -ay that this wan given by her sou hlghert, who 
succeeded liis father on the throne, hot the bribing appears In hiive been 
commenced during the lifetime of Krcombert.,' though not formed in;o 
a, community till a. d. 664.° 

The establish men' consisted of seventy-four nuns in all, who were as- 
sembled there by the widowed Queen, who had cither taben on herself 
previously the monastic vows and veil, or did so at this time, when in 
her own person she assumed the government of the monastery. 

The ruins of this little edifice, called .Mitis'.re, in :be i*le of Sheppey, 
have survived the lapse of ages to com in em orn 1.0 I heir royal foundress. 
The buildings attached 10 'lie monastery were some t.wontv mile.s in com- 
pass. The original edifice was destroyed hv the Danes' but rebuilt in 
1130, and consecrated by William. Archbishop of Canterbury, to the 
honour of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St, Hexburga : it subsisted in 
the hands of lienodiotino nuns till the dissolution of abbeys, a! which 
time the "building' of .Minstre 3 was valued at the annual sum of 12!)/. 
7s. 10.'//. ; sonic part of it is now converted into a parish church, in 
which ere divers funeral monuments, supposed to have been removed out 
of the adjoining chapel, some of which make a show of wondrous great 
antiquity." 

It is said, that a desire still further to seclude herself from the world 
at'oorwan.ls induced Scxhurga to sack the solitude of Illy, and to this may 
be added a wish to dwell under the same roof as Etheldreda, her much- 
loved sister, who had obtained even then an extraordinary reputation I'or 
sanctity. It would appear that this arrangement was made by Hcxbr.rga 
at the period of Wulpherc's death, who had succeeded Pcnda on the 
throne of Mereia, and who, during the life-time of Eroombert, had 
e-poused ]ir r r daughter Knneuikla,'' ITiueess-lioyal of the house of Kent. 

Wulphere had heard of the virtues and piety of Sexburga's daughter 
with admiration/ and prefes-ing l'.iinself a Christian, undertook, at the 
lime of his union with her, to extirpate the remnants of paganism from 

1 Dugdale says tin: edition was eoniiiltU.cd in ii7o. W never £i\-es as the date 710 
(an obvious error). l)airl:L!e numbers the nuns at seventy-seven, 

1 Weaver. * Ibid, 

' She (Ermenikla) was ;n:ircs:;-uii parent- to tiie diaiot.y of tier father's kingdom. 
- Bromtou. 

During her government of die Monastery of Minuter, Seil.iurga's mind had to 

under- the necessity of navei" [lie weregilil. or tine, imposed on 11 iv. a merer by 
the S as on laws. 

1 William of Malmesbury, Butler. 
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also observed vriih diligence tlio fasts enjoined by the religion she pro- 

Tbe sons of Erraenilda were Wnlphadc, Kuiin, and Kenred, who emu- 

luted their mother's example of virtue and goodness. These Princes 
were taught iu the faith of Christ by St. Chad, who also baptized them. 

This prolate was liishop of Litchfield, and had a cell or hermitage in a 
forest, to which (ht young Princes were at times aeeustoiiied to resort for 
instruction. The ill-fated youths were, however, destined to come to an 
untimely end. Thu circuinstanecs which led to their sad fate were these : 
Worbodo was a knight of Wulphere's court, very powerful, and his 
influence was great over the mind of Wulphere, to whom he had ren- 
dered great services in arms; so that he readily obtained his promise to 
give him the beautiful Princess Werburgu, his daughter, provided her 
own consent could bo obtained. The news of Wulphere's promise much 
grieved [.lie Queen and her sons, who all toniirmed Wcrbutga in her re- 
fusal of Iris sail., more particularly Knncnilda; for Werhode was a pagan, 
and bad induced Wulphere to waver in bis intentions regarding (lie true 
faiib, and at length to renounce it and follow the worship" of idols, 
When ilie knight found that these young Princes stood in his way to 
Wcrburga's favour, he resolved on their death. An opportunity soon 
offered. He discovered that the royal youths visited .St. Chad :; at times, 
under pretence of hunting; and contrived that Wulphere .should be .sta- 
tioned iu a place where be could see bis sous pass on one of these occa- 
sions, having previously informed him of their secret religious object. 
The King's passion at beholding them on such a mission was so furious, 
that ho gave an order for their execution; but no sooner was the cruel 
deed perpetrated, than he was filled with remorse and penitence, and 
though too late to redeem the loss of his children, threw himself on the 
pity arid devotion of the Queen and St, Chad, and having entered into 
commune with himself, became a convert to the Christian' doctrine, abo- 

' "There still renminbi, iu Hie liir.nit.oii of Morcia, an excessive ami iuveieraoe 
1':;;.;:.:; Sjiirbarism. Hut Queen Krmembia, the handmaid of God. ii.i.vi;^' been 
iustiur;,(al by her parents in the upostolie alphabet of the first, timelier, Sr. Au- 
gustum, hy her swi!i!irii;s5, hy her -o.illiiu^ exhortations, by her maumr- joul 
benelits, sertcued iheir uuhoiunl :li:.-|-,r.i-i liens, ami exhorted tliem le the sweet 
y-nbe of Cln ist and the rewards of everlasting Vdessedness ; while ilie peri ewe 
ami uiesr rebellious she repressed Or her povvei." r.or iliil she rest until siie extir- 
pated fie idols ami demeiu;u:;il rues, :md filled the kit:;;:h:.U! ef (he Meroi;o.> r. ilu 
oliurehes and priests." — Bromton's Chronicle. 

" •' Chad travelled about, not on he-rsehne.k, bin, after the manner of the Apos- 
tles, on foot, to preiicli the Gospel in t.nv.us, tlie open coimirv, cottages, villages, 
and osties."— Betk. 
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lishod heathenism in rdorcia, and by Lis elide.-! v or s anil example, propa- 
gated the Christian faith. The bodies of Wulfado and liuiiu v.ere 
placed by tiic Queen in a sepulchre of stone, and oyer the spot where 

they were iniuiTod this afii ailed modicr a::d her pcui'ont liu-baini ri i.lcu 

the Priory of Stone.' Wulphere afterwards founded Peterborough Ca- 
thedral. 

The beautiful Werburga had resolved to devote Iter life to the service 
of God, and had refused on that account many suitors for her hand, 
amongst whom was the 1'rinee ei' "Wesson, who wailed upon her with rich 
presents, to receive the same answer as ether aspirants. 

Upon the change which took place in the religious views of the King, 
M'erbiirL'a no longer dreaded his resentment, and ventured to diselo.se to 
her father her intention of embracing the religious profession. To this 
"Wulphere was averse, and testified much grief; but so earnest were the 
supplications of the Princess, that he at length yielded to her wish. 

"Wulphere, in person, conducted bis beloved child to Ely in great 
slate, accompanied by bis whole court. On iheir arrival there, they were 
met at the gate ei the monastery by the royal abbess, St. Ktheldreda, with 
the whole of her religious fami'y in procession, singing holy hymns. 
"Werburga, falling on her knees, then begged to be admitted as a peni- 
tent. She obtained her request, nod 'J.'e .Ucuiu was sung, after which she 
went through the usual trials with groat humf.ity and patience, exchang- 
ing with joy her rich coronet, purple silks, and gold, for a poor veil and a 
coarse haoit, and resigned herself into the baud:: of her superior, to live 
only to Christ. King Wulphere, his three brothers, and Egbert, or Eg- 
bright, the Kentish King, Adulnh, King of i:asi Ang'ia, and the great 
lords of those respective states, were ail present at the solemn ceremony, 
beiu- entertained by the .Mercian King with a truly regal magnificence." * 

Meanwhile Ktheldreda, as Abbess of Ely, ali'orded the holy sisterhood 
over whom she presided, a constant example of Christian perfection. Shu 
was very strict, in the duties of her religion, eating only once a day, ex- 
cept en great festivals or in times of sickness. " Sue would randy Wash 
in a hot bath, unless just before .any of the great festivals, as Easter, 
Whitsuntide, a.nd the Epiphany; and then she did it last of all, after 
having, with the assistance of those about her, iirst washed the other ser- 
vants of God then present." 3 She was in the babil of wearing woollen 
clothes, never making use of linen; and it- was her custom never to 
return to bed after matins, which were sung at midnight, but to d 
in the church at 'nor devotions until morning. She seems to have I 
in pains and humiliations. The piiysician, (JynefVid, who attended tier in 
her last illness, and was present, at her death, relates that she ha.d a very 
great swelling under her jaw, which he war, ordered to lay open. This ope- 
ration performed, she was more easy for two days, so that many thought 
she might, recover. At the time she had suffered must pain, .die had teen 
much pleased with that sort of distemper, and said : " I know that 1 de- 
servedly bear the weigh- of niy sickness on my neck ; for I remember, 
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wdrcu I was very young, I bore there tilt' woodless weight of jewels; and 
r.hereoifo 1. be'.ievu T-ijo Divine Gm dnr-s W'U.dd have me endure rise pitin 
io my neck, that 1 may be absolved frntu tliu guilt of my needless levity, 
having now, instead of gold and precious Stones, n red swelling and burn- 
ing en my neck." The third day after the incision made by her physi- 
cian, " the former pains returning, she wa; soon snatched eut of tin; world, 
js u i.l exchanged all pain and death J'w everlasting lite and health." ' 

Etheldreda had fulfilled her duties as abbess fur seven years, and she 
was deeply mourned by Ler little block, who were sincerely attached to 
her for Lor many virtues and goodness. : The "2 oil of June, (be anniver- 
sary of tit r death, which took place A, D. 679, lias ever since been 
esteemed her festival day, in which the honours of a saint arc accorded 
to her, and her name may still be seen in English pruyor-books as St. 
Audry. "At a fair held on the causey, in the isle of Ely, which is called 
Mi. Audry, much ordinary but showy lace was usually sold, whence St. 
Audiy's lace became unite proverbial, and parsed into the corruption of 
Tuiniiy, a word used to denote Hot lace only, b:lt any Other part of the 
female costume which was gaudy in appearance. 3 A certain chain also, 
made of hue small silk, bears the name of St. Ktheldrcd's Uhain, per- 
haps in allusion to the necklaces worn by the Queen, when a child, at 
the ikst Anglian court. The .Suxon women had several ornaments for 
the anus and neck, similar to that ascribed to Elheldreea. studded wjr.li 
brilliants, eoilnrs, earrings, and bracelets; these a Mother was permitted 
by law, at her death, to leave to her daughter; and by the .same legal 
authority had the right of conveying to her son, bee land, slaves and 
money. 

Se*buvga, after her sister's death,' presided as Abbess of Ky for 
twc.iiiy years, v.ith great advantage to the convent and neighbuutbe.id. 
In her time the structure of that venerable building, of which the ruins 
alone at present afford a noble specimen of Haxou architecture, was com- 
pleted. As soon as the building was in a fii condition, Sexburga removed 
(he holy remains of the Abbess into it. "In the particular desire of the 
Abbess.-Queen, Iter body had been priced in a coffin of wood; from this 
her iusiiiility is phiiidy to be discovered, for persons of consequence in her 
days alone were interred in stone coffins. Queen Sexburga, her sister, 
performed the interesting task of translating her relies, iu 604, in the 
sixteenth year of her own government at Ely. Bro niton, in his 
Chronicle, teds us that, St. Sexburga., " inllanicd by a divine zeal, pre- 
pared to have her venerable bones transferred to the church ; and not 
having a stone suitable for concealing so heavenly a treasure, of her kind- 
ness appointed certain persons to seek a stone of the kind, and having 
found one, to bring il by ship to the Monaslery of Ely; for the isle of 

' Bede. * Fuller's Church History of Britain. ■ Clavis Calendaria. 

' Drayton writes thus of her : — 

"^e.vbure, some time rueen te Erccev.bert of Kent, 
'J'ho' Jim's loved child, ami Aielrev's sister known. 
Which Ely in those duvs did for tier Abbess own." 

l'oly Olbitm. 
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Ely is, by the nature of the place, entirely surrounded by waters aud 
marshes, "whence it is destitute of stones of the sort. 1 Tliey applied to a 
small town at no great- d^taiiec, named Gravitehester,' which was ;M iliac 
time much reduced, ami but scantily inhabited; by the well of which 
(hey found, as it were prepared by Providence, a slone exactly suited for 
the' sepulchre, wherein, afterwards, a certain grace of the Divine opera- 
tion was very remarkable, since it a]ipeared thai, the quantity of the stone 
thus providentially found was, as if purposely, oxacfiy that required by 
the dimension of the virgin's body. They (bund, also, a lid very like a 
sarcophagus, likewise of ike appearance of marble, and of Ike proper 
size, and evenness, and without any incongruity or dissimilarity of the 

Having fulfilled this purpose, they returned without meeting any ob- 
stacle, "Whereon Scxlmrira, rejoicing in the benefit of the divine gift, 
blessed God, who doeth wonderful things. Now when the day deter- 
mined upon for transferring the body of the holy virgin from a wooden 
coffin to the stone mausoleum arrived, on opening the previous oofSu, the 
venerable body was found entire, without any sign of corruption, as 
though it had been recently buried on the same day. Tke blessed 
WbfVijd, Archbishop of York, was present at. tins spectacle. Tkcrc was 
also, for tke greater evidence and certainty of tke truth, the aforesaid 
physician, Kii;efrid, who kad been present at her death, and had opened 
the tumour of which she died, lie, recoiled iug the wound which he 
had ibrmerly made on her body, approaeking ami carefully exaniuiiiig it, 
recognised it to be tke same, wondering at. the marvellously curative 
power of God on tke dead; for there remained of r.iic sear only the slight- 
est mark, the sine of a thread, and that becomingly surrounded and con- 
cealed with what might be the rfuuhio <;/ a buticijli/. The brethren stood 
On one side, and the sisters on tke other, blessing God with hymns and 
praises; while Hr.. r-exburga euiurcd witli a few, religiously and Jevouth 
to wash tin: remains of ker sister, and after a short space called out from 
within : ' Glory be to the name of the most, high God.' And that what 
was done might be with tin: approbation and in tke presence of witnesses, 
ske summoned certain who were more worthy of participating in so great 
secrets, who, ou tile removal of tke pali and tke exposure of the county-- 
nance, beheld the body of tke virgin nndecomposcd, and wore like one 
sleeping than dead. At length, kaving carefully wrapped the body in 
precious vestments suitable to preserve so great, a. treasure, with a great 
anil maiiifoid'ckorus of exuhatiuii, tkey carry It to the church, and place 
it in a now sarcophagus with kouour." 3 

Many miracles are said to have been wrought afterwards, by the de- 

' There were no quarries in Ely, hut the brethren were sent by S«!iur»i iot.o 
<;n:,l,--;,|..,.:^:[r(>, to procure a stune ctilliu, wlik-.h they were iirilercl to faslnuu 
with their own humis. Tiie -tone t-bey di.eovevcl was i'ouni! it, its exucily tin: 
size of the virgin abbess' bo'iv, [lavmj; in it :i hollow place. ta|ual".y auY.pteu l,j 
tin: she at" tie; iieml. The eoliin found fur t.t.hcio.roda was a rein; of a-ncine.. V. ,- 
man art: it was a while marble coffin, iisost beautifully wrought.— rUipiid-: B*U 

1 Near Cambridge. 

1 Chrnn. Bromton, Keg. Northumb., Beda. 
24 



oev GoOglc 



278 ERMENILDA. 

vout. application 'if the relics of St. Etheldreda, and of the linon cloths 
taken off her coffin.' 

The venerable Bede has written a Latin poem* on the discovery of the 

reiki of St. Echchlreda, which is a curious specimen of the literary com- 
position of tho times in which he lived. 

It is not quite curtain whither lirmenilda retired to Sheppey during 
the life of Wulphere, and tools her mother's government of the monastery 
there; or whether she deferred entering on a religious life till the death 
of her consort, which tool; place in 675. Wulphere was interred at 
Litchfield, 5 and as his only surviving son, Kenred, was still too young to 
govern, he left the crown to his own brother Ethelred. 

One of our early chroniclers writes thus of the royal widow : "Upon 
the famous King Wnlphure, therefore, after a reign of seventeen years, 
passing to the eternal kingdom, although his pious wife Erin en i Ida be- 
waiiedhi.tr social calamity, nevertheless, with her whole soul wounded in 
love, she exulted in ihc liberty of Christ. She forthwith betook her- 
self to the most excellent Monastery of I'ily, where tier parent Sexburp, 
daughter of Anna, King of the East Angles, and sister of St. Kriieldrcd, 
anion;; bauds of virgins, was shining as the moon among stars, and where 
her daughter Werberga humhly served God in virgin integrity. Here, 

therefore, this En uiida laid aside all earthly hope and regal ornaments, 

and put on the yoke and armour of Christ, with the religious habit of 
the monastics." As Abbess of the Monastery, after Sexburga's death, 
Drayton writes of her thus : — 

" King Wulphero's widowed pheere, Queen Ermineld, whose life 
At Ely is renowned;" 
while Bradshawe, in even more courtly language, styles her "a noble 
Margaryr.e of high magnificence," and a "rose of paradise full of pre- 



Scxburga departed this life on the Gth of July, (><)(), at an advanced 

age. Her remains were deposited near those ot her sister, in the Ca- 
thedral Church of .Ely,'' though some have thought her interment took 
place at Canterbury, where her husband. King I'.reouibert, lies entombed. 

Ermenilda was third Abbess of Eiy, but could not have become so till 
twenty -four years after her husband Wulphere' s death, when she must 
have been very aged. This venerable I'riuooss is compared, by J.lrayt.on, 
to her cousin Ennenburga, wife ot Mcrowald, Wulphcre's brother, in tho 
following stanzas : — 

"Two holy Mere!;! n queens so widoweii. -amis became ; 

For sanctity much li'.o-, not modi unlike in name." 

Ermenilda passed to the heavenly kingdom in the month of February, 

A d. — — , 6 when her remains were interred with those of her mother 

■ Butler. Bede vehites this account in the wonts of Kiuefrid, the physician. 

3 Esc'.cs. Hist., lib. iv., c. 20. 

'The word " Litchfield" means, in the Saxon, "Field of the Dead." — .Dr, 
Johnson. 

' Life of St. Wereburga. ' Millar. 

« February Loth, on which day, after death, she was honoured among the 
laijiiisli female saints. 
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and aunt, and, as Bromton expressed it, " having been tossed, she rested 
in the Lord." 

Werburga., her successor, the fourth Abbess of Kly, was; induced by 
the persuasions of her uncle, King Kthelred of Mcreia, to quit that 
establishment for the purpose of undertaking 'lie general charge of the 
religions foundations throiigliout. Meroia, in which he desired to establish 
a strictly inotirLStic discipline. Through the liberality of Ethelred, the 
Abbess Wetburi'a fomsded several monasteries : those of Trenchant and 
HiHibttry, in Stnll'tu-d-diire, and another at VVeedon, a royal palace of Nor- 
t.li:Liiip;.."iL-biv::-- 1 She herself resided at: TTearburg, near Stamford, or at 
Creyliind. At the time she died, Werbui'ga was at, Trentham ; but by 
her own express wish, her remains were conveyed to Banbury for inter- 
ment. The author of her Life assures. us that her relies were venerated 
at Croyland till the ninth century, when they were removed to Leicester, 
In 708, nine years after the death of Werburga, her body was taken 
up, in presence of King Ceolred, his council, and many bishops, when it 
was found incorrupt and entire, and placed in a costly shrine. In the 
reign of King Alfred, the shrine of St, Werburga, for fear of the Panes, 
was (serried to West Chester; and the valiant Ktheircd, Karl of Mercia, 
who had married the daughter of that monarch, built and endowed with 
secular canouries. a stately church, as repository for those holy relies, 
which afterwards became the eatlicdnd. The body of the saint fell to 
dust, soon alter its translation to West Chester. 

St. Werburga. is considered the especial patroness of the city of Ches- 
ter: and Malmcsbury tells us that "the praises and miracles of these 
two women (Ennouilda and Werburga), and particularly of the younger, 
arc there extolled and had in veneration; and though they are favourable 
to all petitions without delay, yet they are more especially kind and as- 
sistant to the supplications of women and youth." Ke speaks of a. cir- 
cumstance which occurred in his own time. "This St. "Wcrhnrga lies at 
Chester, in the monastery of that city, which Hugo, Earl of Chester, 
ejeetioii a few canons, who resided there in a mean and irregular manner, 
li:i.f i'&.-rnthj evented." 

The relics of Werburga being scattered in the reign of Henry Till., 
her shrine was converted into lite episcopal throne in the same ehureh, 
and remains in that condition to this day, being "one of the most re- 
markable monuments in the county of Cheshire, and a rich specimen of 
Gothic architecture in the early part of the fourteenth century. This 
monument itself is composed of s'tone, ten feet, high, embellished with thirty 
curious pieces of antique images of Kings of Plercia, and ether princes 
related to this saint, the names of whom" wore inscribed upon scrolls held 
in their hands. These figures-, having been much mutilated, either at. rite 
Reformation or during the civil war, were restored, but in a bungling 
manner, about the year 1708. 2 " 

• Wccdon, once the royal site of Wulphere's induce, was afterwards (■r.r,veided 
into a. rmisnery. at the entreaty of Werlnirjja, who prcsii.kiil ever it. Tiie L'lunes 
destjT.iycii (lie" edifice : but Wei-Oui-as memory was preserved by a fair cnapei 

there, dedicated to her sainted mi try.— On:in's 1 !"«-/■« W, Pennant. 

'' Lysoiis's Jhig. lirituania; Willis's Abbeys ; Butler. 
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^ Some further account is here necessary of the Cathedral Church of 

Ely. Many abbesses in succession followed Werburga iu the establish- 
ment !heir : , whose names, however, are not on record til) a. t>. 870, whou 
the monastery was ravaged by the Danes, and .«lioriIv after occupied ] iy 
a college ol secular priests. In the roian of King Edgar, the Alo,-y was 
rcicunded by Erhok-old, llisbop of Winchester, and the structure appro- 
priated to the use of monks only of llie Benedictine order, though the 
dedicatton was made in the name of "the Blessed Tindn ami .St 
Audry." 1 

'I be following is one of the narratives of the monks respecting the relics 
of their holy foundress : On a former occasion, the corpse of E;l.eldred;i 
was seen through a hole which the Danes broke in her coffin: a priest, 
noire forward than the rest, prying loo busily, and endeavouring i,'> pull 
the envelope out. by a cleft slick, the saint drew back the d'ranery «„ 
hastily, that she tript up his heois, and gave him such a fail as he never 
recovered, nor his senses, afterwards. Bishop At.lielwold stopt up the 
lio.e, and substituted monks for tin.: priests. Abbot liril.huoth lian-ierred 
hither f.hc body of Wil.hbnrga, the foundress' sister; and when, after- 
wards, in the time of Abbot Ilk-hard, some doubts were entertained 
about llie ,u corruptibility of the foundress, nobody presumed to examine 
her body, but they contented themselves with un covering that of ber 
sister, who was found to be iti such good preservation, that she seemed 
more like a. person asleep than dead : a silk cushion lay under ber bead ; 
]iv.y veil and vestments all seemed as good as new, her complexion clear 
and rosy, her teeth white, and ber lips somewhat shrunk. 2 

In 974, when the Monastery of East Dereham, in Nuifolk, which Kim? 
Anna had founded for his daughter Withburga, was destroyed by the 
Dat.es, the remains of thai princess were translated to Ely. anil inferred 
wul: ti- ns.fi of her si-lors, Fexbiirga and Klheldreda. The regal remains 
of llie throe ladies, and of Erioeuihla, were afterwards removed into the 
lew (Lurch of Illy by Abbot Richard,— a Snloinn ami imposing ceremony. 
Edgar Alheliug, and some of the English nobles, having' previously 
delended the isle of Ely against. William the Comparer, that warlike 
pnnee paid a visit to the convent, and made an offering at the altar of 
St. Ei.ooldreda,- 1 which is dedicated to St. Peter and St. fit. held re da. 

The foundation of the presenl Cathedral Church of Ely was laid in the 
reign of Henry the First, sou of William ; and history, which gives us 
the accurate dare of each portion of this interesting structure, assigns the ■ 
latest part of the budding to the year 1;>;M. The removal of the choir 
which look place iu 1770, was a very great improvement. The orednal 
choir contained iho relies and shrines of .St, Et.hehjreda, Sesbvirga, Emm. 
nilda, and Withburga; it was bounded by a stone screen, ami' nkhes 
still remain in the columns to mark the place whence it was removed. It 
is said that litshop Mawson had agreed with an artist to fill the window 
•d jdiejdo.ir with modern stained glass. The middle light of the five was 
' Millar's Catliodral of Ely. 

1 Gough's Sepulchral Monuments, from Malniesbury de Gestis. 
1 Dugdale. 
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to have contained a whole-length figure of St. Etheldreda, and below it 

the royal arms : the utters were likewise to have had their embellish- 
ments. This agreement was made not long before Bishop .\lawsons 
death. He had advanced a considerable sum of money, and sumcieuily 
provided by his will for the rest. The artist, however, was unable to 
fulfil hi* contract; a part had, however, been aeeotnplished, and was put 
up. The heads of St. Paul and St. Etheldreda were completed, which are 
in two windows in a room at the Deanery. 

Later improvements, even in our own times, have been made in tins 
noble edifice. A magnificent painted window was presented to it by the 
Rev. Bowycr Sparke, one of the canons of the church. It occupies the 
south-east angle of the lantern, and is of noble dimensions, being Ibrty 
feet in height.. It is designed to commemorate the foundress, by repre- 
sentations of her marriage, and of her evisceration as abbess; whilst the 
four great lights of the window contain, under gorgeous canopies, the 
figures of Etheldreda as Queen, her father Anna, King of the East 
Ancles, her first husband 'J'houbert, King of the Girvii, and her set on (.1 
lm-mnd IvdVid. Kim' of Northumberland : in the second row, she ap- 
pears as Lady Abbess of Ely, with Wilfred, Archbishop of York, by 
whom she was consecrated, and her successors in the government oi the 
monastery Se^barga and Eemenilda. This great and bea.ut.iful work was 
completed by Mr.' William W;. lies, of Newcastle, in little more than 
three months, at a cost of 600/.' 

The lover of English antiquities will linger with dehgh'., to trace, m 
"that beautiful part of the building called the 'Oeiagon,' several of the 
most important historical passages In the life of the pious iltheMreda. 
These events are depicted upon small clusters of very slender columns, 
which connect the arches of this part of the building. Beginning at the 
;i-ht sicic of the north-west arch, the first of these represents her re- 
metaut. marriage with EgfVid; the second, her taking the veil in the 
Monastery of lloldiugham ; the third, her pilgrim's stall' taking root 
while she slept by the way, and heaving leaves and shoois; the fourth, 
her preservation, with her attendant virgins, on a rock surrounded by a 
miraculous inundation, when the King pursued her with his ktr.ghts, to 
carry her off from her monastery ; the fifth, her instalmen t as Abbess 

1 Millar's Cathedral of Ely. 

"The same liberal beuefouar [Mv.W,;iiam Wukc.s] mopises to present smother 
painted window, bv The mum artist, te Ibe south transept, and the cbo.eh ,s 'ike- 

w'so indole en t.:i luiu for D.i-iuatien. by a noble fiift. the resl.arabna .,:' ibe s. - 

west Ivunsept, wl.ieh has added -o jirenlly re .be heant.y of (be cathede:,!. lie: 
,;e- ; m fe.r tie: field, jtreat vviunows at tiie east end of the choir, fur idlme whan 
vitir-.aioie I .fas-. Li.e line liishun *picrko left. .'.lc.oo : :■■■ neiivly eomi.hs.e.:. Mr. 
\ I! llo|.e Las undertaken t.i restore uuc of ibe pinnacles f.f the east end oi the 
dmroh ; ba.lv Mildred l!o t .e to restore tl.fi beautiful cross in the eastern giu.le, 
ami the t.oel.etthf.- which lead, up to it ; ami Mr. II. Ji. Kvans. y.ho has of en -.o 
ban' and so ho:m urn 'ale cuiiliMtuii with rill! ebiioler, US steward oi tee mamas, 
&e . has undcrta'ieii r'.j defray the expense ef oucnine, mid restoring the great 
Pirnern of the western tower, whioli is now eont.ia.led by a plaster vault to the 
floor of the beil-chami.er, mid of thus eriuain;; him view the most heicnta. sys- 
tem i.f Norman nrcuding which is to be found in miy cathedral in this kingdom. 
— Bury Paper. 

24* 
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of Ely; the sixth, her death and burial ; the seventh, a legendary tale 
of one Brithsuu, delivered from bonds by her merits, after she was 
canonized; the eighth, the translation of her body. 

"There yet exists in Ely Cathedral, a relic- of very great antiquity; it 
is the lower part of a stone cross with its square pedesial, found many 
years ago at Haddenhatn, in the isle of Ely, ami placed by Air. .Ihrnlhaui, 
historian of the building, in the west, end of the southern aisle, under an 
arch in the wall. The inscription on the pedestal is very legible. 

"This cross was erected to the memory of Ovin, t.lie steward and minister 
of Queen Etheldroda, a monk of great, merit, v/ho had accompanied her 
from the province of the East Angles; and the cross itself is supposed 
to be a work of the latter end of the seventh, or the very beginning of 
the eighth century." ' 

' Description of Ely Ciithtilral ; Mt. Sancis. 
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Lady Eva— Maniayc with the snn of Pen.!:!— The Queen takes the -veil in hei 
hii^.Mti.i Merowaid's lif(>— She fi.iindH tin; Abbey .tf Miiistre, la atone ft.r the 
murder of her hrother* l:.v llgbert — " Tin! Dear's eourae"— Pious jw— Fate 
of Thunor the miii.l.-,:r- Tin: Inutility at' Uiliircii— i.uo'a -Una's verses— Gold 
and silver ink— The A^.bes-i Kadiim-n — The leriers i.f St. lionifuee to the pious 
Abbess— The Danes— llil.l-it.lia redrew ft- Kstrey— IMrey Court— The sepul- 
chres of the murdered princes there— Mild burs;: i and her father— -Their tombs 
in the Abbey of Wenlock. 

Dompneva, or Domneva, appears to be a Roman abbreviation of Lady 
Eva, or Dornira Eva,' of which an instanee occurs in tie name of Julia 
Domna, wife of Severus. Evmenburga, Eva, or Dompoeva, are used in- 
discriminately ior the; Queen of Merowald, son nf Venda, in our histories : 
as there in another Knneuburga, Queen of Egfiid, this abbreviation is 
adopted n:i distinguish her from others. Ermenred Ciito, King of Kent, 
had by his wife Oslave, daughter of King Anna, another datigl iter besides 
jjonipnova, who was called likewise Ernicnburga,' and one called rlormen- 
fritha, both of whom became nuns: his sons were called Ethelrod and 
Etbelbright. 3 

Merowald, who was destined to marry "Donineva, was King of Here- 
fordshire, or' the Wost Heoanas, 1 over which lie bud reigned tio'cc yearn. 
Both this princess and her cousin Ermenilda seem to have been given by 
their parents in marriage to the Mercian prince-, sons of I'ouda, i:i the 
liopo oi' securing a friendship between that royal bouse and the East 
Anglian. 

At this period the kingdom of Kent had arrived at the highest pinnacle 
of greatness : the glnricus Ethelbert and his amiable eon sort had trans- 
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_ spelt indifferently in the suae 

[laiiburge, Idaburga. andElburg; St. 



,::;v GoOglC 



281 



DOMHETA 



her husba.ml. Queen Domneva assumed the religious veil: 1 it appears that 
she became Abbess of Miustrc, in Thanet, about the year G7U, Kind 
Merowald being jet upon the throne. The circumstances which occa- 
sioned the erection of this famous monastery arc remarkable; and as 
Domneva was herself the foundress and first abbess, they belong especially 
to her history. 

The two brothers of Queen Domneva had been committed by their 
dying Cafher, hirmenred, to the care of their untie Ereorubert, KW of 
Kent, who. as long as he lived, fulfilled the sacred (rust reposed iu'him 
with the honour which mighi have been expected from so excellent a 
prince; but when he died, his power, and with it the guardianship of 
the young Ethelred and Elhelbcrt, who were still in their minority, de- 
volved on his son Egbert, who regarded these princes, bis cousins, as 
dangerous rivals to his power. He is accused of having employed a 
Thane, named Thuncir, to put the orphans to death ; 2 and to prevent dis- 
covery of the crime, directed thai, iheir bodies should be interred beneath 
file royal throne in the palace of Eslry, in Thane!., the place where they 
were usually residing under his protection. Heaven, however, would not 
pemm. such a crime to escape deteclion, nor suffer Egbert to pursue in 
security his guilty career. Tt is related that a miraculous Kghl, failing 
on the spot where the bodies of the ill-fated brothers had been deposited 
by their murderer, revealed their holy relies; and the alarmed monarch 
was induced, by the united representations of St. Theodore, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and St. Adrian, Abbot of St. Augustine's, whose councils 
were seconded by the clamours of the people, to send into Mereia to seek 
pardon of Domneva, Queen of Merowald, the sister of his victims, for 
the heinous crime be either perpetrated or permitted, and to offer to 
indemnity her for their loss by the usual "Worogjld, or compensation for 
murder. 3 

The custom of paying a blood-line, called Weregild or Manbot, did not 
belong solely to the Saxons " 



Achilles, in the Tliad ; 

Ireland the same ens 
termed by then 



s for murder existed among the 
apparent from Nestor's speech to 
i recent period among the natives of 
nistoii.i prevailed, the price of a man's head being 
s eric. 1 Spencer, in bis "View of the State of Ire- 
land/' wntcs_ thus of these cases of composition for murder: "The 
Tirchon, -bar. is, their judge, will compound between the murderer and 
the friends of the party murdered which prosecute the action, (hat the 
malefactor shall give to them, or to the child or wife of him that is slain, 
a recompense, which they call an Eriach ; by which vile law of theirs 
many murders amongst them are made up aud smothered. And this 
juugo oemg. as he is called, the Lord's lirebon, adjudgeth. for the most 
part, a better share unto his lord, or the head of that sept (or family), 
and also uut.o himself for his judgment, a greater portion, than unto the 
plaindli's or parties grieved." 

On the arrival of Queen Domneva in Kent, Egbert appeared before 
her in a very sorrowful manner, imploring her pardon, and laying before 
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her a great many rich presents. The Queen generously pardoned her 
royal cousin, but declined accepting any of his offerings : her rerpiost to 
him was, that he would grant her a plane " in Tenet." where she might 
build a monastery in memory of her two broth civs, with a competent main- 
tenance, in which she mighk with the virgins devoted to God and obliged 
to her, pray to the Lord to pardon and forgive (.lie King for then' murder. 
Egbert assenting, asked the Queen "how much land she desired to 
have?" who replied, "only as much aa my deer can run over at one 
course." Thin being accorded. I.be animal was let loose at a place called 
Westgat.o, in presence of tin: King, and many of his nobles and people, 
who all crowded towards! the, spur, where tin; duel' was led in expectation 
of the event. Among the spectators was Thunor, the King's agent, and 
the real murderer of the Princes, who cried out that Doinnova was a 
witch, and the King a fool for sullcring so noble and fruitful a soil to be 
[.alien from him by t'lio decision of a brute. Whilst the King and others 
around him were diverted with seeing the deer run, "this man endea- 
voured to put her by, with riding across and meeting her." While thus 
endeavouring to defeat the pious object of Dornneva, flic wrath of God 
fell on him'; for, as some say, "the earth opened and swallowed him," 
or, as we may with greater credibility receive if, " a fall from his horse" 
occasioned his death ; the spot being ever after called " Humor's Leap," 
while the place where he was buried yd. bears the name of this wretched 
man. At the sight of the signal judgment which had fallen on Thunor, 
the King is said to have "very much feared and trembled." ' 

'Humor's Leap was, according to Lewis, the old chalk-pit, which lie 
supposes to have been first sunk when the Abbey and Church of .Minstre 
were buiR, the bottom of which, in process or Lime, became overgrown 
with »r;isfi, when the crafty monks invented this fable to frigiKOii the 
poor people of the neighbourhood. Immediately adjoining this spot^ for- 
merly stood a beacon, it being some of (he highest land in that locality, 
and it was here thai. King Egbert had taken up bis position, in order that 
lie might he able to see the deer run almost, all the way. 2 "The fleer's 
t'ourse," as it is called by the monks, was nothing more than a lynch or 
balk, cast up as a boundary, to divide the two capital manor.- of Alinslre 
auo Monkton, in the island, and very probably existed eveu before the 
former was granted to Domueva. 

"The tame deer of the Queen was to obtain for her royal mistress as 
much land as it could run over at a breath ; the favourite animal having 
tiuisned her course, from one side of the island to the other, and run over 
in lemnii and breadth fort y-eig lit. plough lands (or ten thousand acres;, 
followed the Lady Dotuneva, while the King, on his part, returned thanks 
to I'hrist Jesus, and surrendered to his liiiis'rious cousin the whole tract 
of land which the deer had run over: St.. Theodore, the devout Adrian, 
and ethers who were present, hallowing the gift with their blessing." a 
Tins donation Egbert afterwards eonlirmed to the ecclesiastical posterity 
of Doiinieva by charters, recorded in the book of St. Augustine's," to the 
infringers of which he added a frightful curse. 

'I'liron. of Thornu. 'Lewis. > Thome, Weever. 
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Domneva accordingly founded her new minster, dedicating it tb the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, and to the Dame and honour of her murdered 
brethren. 1 A difference of opinion exists as to the exact date of (.he foun- 
dation, some saying it was commenced in 664 and completed in G70, 

others thijl if. was commenced ouly at the latter year. 2 It lists asam been 
doubled whether Queen Pomneva, herself over ruled the estabiishmeat. 
Drayton says she passed the residua of her days — 

" Immonaster'd in Kent, where first she breathed the air;" 
yet we afterwards trace her as president of another religious, community 
in Mercia. It is, however, highly probable that on the completion of the 
structure, Domneva superintended it until the arrival of her daiujhlor, St.. 
Mildred, who hud been sent to France, to the Monastery of C holies' for 
her education, that, she might heii'ly prewired to govern the edifice of her 
mother's foundation. 1 All things being marie ready for her, Mildred was 
sent for, as the person most fit for the situation of abbess; and on her 
arrival the Mercian Princess was consecrated to that holy office by Theo- 
dore, Archbishop of Canterbury, having previously taken the veil at the 
Monastery of Chclles. Seventy young women at (he same time received 
the nun's veil, to form a community for their royal mistress, having been 
selected either from birth or merit. Among the number was Ermengitha, 
the aunt of Mildred, who was afterwards so much renowned for piety that 
her tomb, about a mile distant from the monastery, became a favourite 
resort for devout pilgrims, 1 

Mildred hehaved with so much humility amongst her followers and 
pupils, as rather to make herself their servant than their mother and 
mistress ; for she desired more to be loved than to be feared : and much 
mere effectually brought her sisters on the way of religious perfection bv 
her example than by her authority." This abbess was celebrated as a 
saint after Iter death, and iu her honour two parish churches in London 
were dedicated, St. Mildred's in the .Poultry and St, Mildred's iu Bread- 
street. According to Wilson's English M;ui-.vrolo K y, St. Mildred died in 
674; but this is an error, for she was not till after that Abbess of Min- 
ster, and her name is to be found subscribed in the Council of Peeken- 
ham, a. D. 69 4. e This great council was held by Withred, King of 
' Butler, Wearer. ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ — ~ 

'■' Dueaiale, Thorns, l.elam! is wide of the murk in naming 5Bo, anil n;so Speed 
who fays (;aeeii K-n icnbur L 'a [or Dompr.evii) livs.,1 a. i. 
a, I.JU;.'.ln!i> remarks, mvc been long hei'oro her time. 

3 The Church of Minster is the most undent structure in the island of Thanet, 
ami has tnree ais'.es : in inn choir ure eighteen y.:. II, ..-hoc soils; on toe floor of 
the c.hurdi. anil muter the porch, are several laree Hi'lI gravestone- at ■.■■-, -reat 
aiiti.|iuty; on the tap of the spire of t.lie steeple uas formerly a v ) :■■,.,■■', aeove 
which rose a cress, covered with load, ami upon this a. vane. suvuieimteiL i ly ., 
cross of iron, emblem of the poiM-r ami superiority of Christianity over iao earth'; 
"ii diose fan mi iLiomujieel- ,if hlohi.trv were removed hi die year i e '■ ,'. ay one 
Calmer, a rigid CftKinist, ivito had eV'tniued r-.i: -■■ . : i . - : ; ^ . i : . ■ , , : die l : vim> iiv die 
!e:ii-al ..J' !),■. Ca.siiubeu to take the covenant.— Du/jd-iic. Iln-nr v,-i- -,. \. aiuc 
called He. Mildred's Monastery.— Weever. 
• Lives of Saints. > Spdman. 

" Hist. of the Church of Great ilril.ain, 1674. 
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Kent, and Berthwald, A.rchhishop of Can tor bury, and in it many thing3 
were concluded in favour of the Church. Five Kentish abbesses were 
press nt on (.he occasion, and not only subscribed t.hisir names and crosses 
to the «'.( institutions concluded i.lmreiu. but their subscriptions were placed 
not, only before and above ail presbyters, bi.ii also above that of Bolred, 
a, bishop present in the council. These abbesses' names are worthy of 
record; they were Mildred, TCthchlreda, /Kte, Wilnolde, and Hereswide. 

That writing was a female accomplishment in the Saxon times, appears 
from a letter to Ht. Boniface from j.eohgilha, a. nun of St. Mildred's 
Monastery under biadburga, sister of Deninevii, the Abbess who suc- 
ceeded \! -lured. I'Yom Leobguha's letter, it seeing llial, it. was customary 
for the nuns not only to rear' but to write Latin : she concludes her letter 
by saying, " Beneath arc some verses which I have striven to compose 
according io the rules of poetic tradition, not wit.Ii confident, boldness 
ofi'u-i n;? ihem, but desiring to excite your superior mind, and ask your 
aid. Thin art 1 learned from ih: inditirf.irm of JiitrVjunju, who eea-e- 
lessly versiftes the sacred taw." The following is a translation of the 
lines in question by a modern author of talent: 1 — 

"Oht may the Almighty. :C\ creating King, 

Who iu his Fail i i:rs kingdom shines in lig'it 
Ineffable, to tlicu iivn safety bring, 

And grant tlieo endie-:s joys in glory bright." 

Golden ink was used by the Aneb-,.S:i.vnns, and sometimes silver iok. 
Their red ink was made of venniilion or cinnabar; sometimes manu- 
scripts v.-ere written with purple ink, ami capital letters with an ink com- 
posed of verrnillion and gum. 'The black ink used by the Saxons in 
I'lnghmd during the eighth, ninth, and tenth centuries, preserved its 
original blackness much better than that used in succeeding ages. 

Eadburga was abbess of St. Mildred's Minster from the death of that 
princess till (.lit year Tfil ; and to her many of the letters of Boniface 
are addressed. Tins venerable prelate, who was a, native of Wessex, had 
been sent over as a missionary into Germany, to preach to the idolaters 
there; Jveibur^a watched over him with a soiieitiole truly maternal, and 
the excellent Boniface exhibits in his correspondence with the royal 
abbess every token of esteem ami respect. In one of his letters be styles 
her "the most, honorable maiden, and most beloved I, any l-iadlnirga. dis- 
tinguished lor this wisdom of her monastic government,''' ~ in one of the 
earliest epistles, Boniface styles himself "an bumble deacon," ;md soli- 
cits the lady-abbess to accept, some cinnamon and fra.nki license, and a 
zitve? -pen.' In the 28th of this collection of Boniface's letters, also 
addressed to Eadburga, the llidion entreats her to write the ilpis: les of 
St. Peter in letters of gold, "to inspire carnal men with the greater re- 
spect to that apostle," whom he ea.ls the patron of his mission. 

St. Eadburga built a new church in honor of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
and as soon as ii wa.s completed, caused I be body of S:. Mildred lo be 
translated into it.* It was, together with that of Eadburga, in 1055, 

1 ,\]]^s Lnwrence. Sec " 
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translated to Canterbury, where they were deposited in St.. Gregory's 
Church, by Archbishop Lanfranc.' 

According to some writers, St. Mildred's Monastery was entirely de- 
stroyed by I lie Danes, in 978, hut another account given by Thome, fixes 
its destruction in the year 1011, at the time of Sweyn's invasion. 

M:luV:t!i:!, the sister of Mildred, retired to the Monastery of E:\sfry, 
not far from Canterbury, which IJgbort had himself built to atone for 
his crimes. ; At ;i subsequent period Kastry, (lie manor of which Kediert 
had vested in the Church, was given to Christ Church, Caril.cri.nirv, by 
. Ethel red the Unready, for the support of the monks' kitchen. 3 An 
ancient tradition affirms, that the altar- to ml), placed at the east end nf 
the little ehaeol which belonged to Kastry Court, was the sepulchre in 
which the bones of the two murdered brothers of Queen Douineva. were 
enshrined, and over which a light constantly hovered. 

The three sisters, Mildred, Mildgitha, and Milburga, foundress of the 
Abbey of Weulock. in Shropshire, neve all canonized. 

The body of King Merowald, which had been enclosed in a wall of 
the church of the Abbey of Wenloek, was found at the same time as 
that of bis daughter, Miltmrga. 1 Domneva, who is called " Ihe virtuous 
mother of three virgin saints," had only one sou by Merowald, who did 
not survive his infancy; sn that his crown devolved on bis younger bro- 
ther Mercolyn, son of Penda, who likewise dying without, issue male, the 
hii.li! kirigi.ifiin if 1 [crcford-hirc beoaute ro-uuited to the powerful territory 
of Mcrcia. 

Queen Pomncva survived her husband many years, and is frequently 
mentioned by our historians, ISo-ides the Monastery of Minster, this 
Queen was foundre:- of a nunnery at Ebbsfleet, in the isle of Tbanet; 5 
but it was at Gloucester that she spent her remaining years after her 
widowhood. 

1 A deed of King Edward the Gonfess'ir, couihaTiing ceriiiiu privileges to the 
Clmroh of St. Augustmo, at Gantorbury, runs thus: — 

"Wherefore, I, lv.iwurd, king, by tilt grace of (ho King of Kings, ami prince 
of the Angles, sifter long 1, an i -dim cut being rel urn ed rn my kingdom. I.,v the will 
oT the only compassionating find, ami siii.ing agum on the' throne rvr'niy fathers, 
do grant and decree tlnit the church which Kin— Elbc'.bcvt, at the advice of the 
blessed Augustine, fonuded in honour of the Apostles I'erer and i'aul. and en- 
riched wiili flirts, in which the bodies or the King himself, and of rib the hi-.; ,i,-. 
of Oiintcrhury, Mini of Ihe Kings, might oo plaeeil, he free, ivilii all ii= append- 
riges Mini ;i,|j;,;:iaicies ; seeing thnt, indeed, in tiic same clench the nbuvo-iuiuied 
King lies buried, end the viigiu MiLdretli, beloved or Clod, rests, beiroiten of his 
stock. I also, being sprung of the same king's stock, and, by Gods help, nos- 
scssei] of his kingdom, do deliver up the isle of Tinnier, wbieii King Egbert 
grimed, by hereditary right, to the. venerable (jimon Jlonincva no the mother, to 
wit, of St. Mihlrotb, as mucli as a laud luid gone over in its course, fur liie slay- 
ing of her two brothers, Ethelbred enii Elhclbert, whom, by order of the same 
liing, Tbiimir, hateful to God, struck down by an unjust ilci'ith, whoa, forthvitb 
celestial vengeance, terribly followed by cutting him otf.' ; .-7',Wi!«'j Chronicle. 

1 Butler's Uvea. * a. d. 979, Plilipott. 

' 1'hilipjis, Bromton, Drayton. ■ Speed, Tanner, Dugdale. 
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ETHELBURGA AND FRIDOGITHA, 

QUEENS OP IHA AND ETHELARD. 

Invasiuti 'if J voi' inn! Ina- Conditions or the Conquerors Miirrinae t.f Ktheliiiiiata 
to Ivor— His death, and her niarriii^o to ii:- .-nu.os-or, lua — The arch of Taun- 
ton Castle— Ealdbtylit Clltn ln-sie^ed by Jifhdimrga— The " Western Key of 
the Kingdom"— T lie Law* of Ina— Gnaia -"'be lea.mod men of Ilia's time— 
The Abbey of G) lift on bury, a.nd its rich eudov.-inents — Ftbelburga's pious pro- 
ject — The splendid banquet and the oinitrnsr. — Its efl'eci- on the King — Dis- 
course of Etliefbuiaia — Ti.e Crown resiiioud — tlth el la-d— Preparations for a pil- 

■ivi 'it: I M Home Departure of the King and Quoou as pilgrim? — Arrival in 

Rome — Religious acts— Tlo; tfiison school of [na at Home— lion lesoot— Upturn 
to England of r.he royal pair— Deal Ii of lioi— .Eliiulbursra at Korking— Culh- 
berga, Abbess of Wmi'oooiTio --(.'onomiutiou of the Abbess-Queen — The three 
daughters of Ina — Fridogiiba's libovitoty — Her piety and pilgrimage — Her 
lioi.tn and oarioni/atiiiii -tii. F rides wide. 

EthelburgA, and her brother Efhelard, the husband of Fridogitha, 

were descended from Genii u, founder of (.lie Wesi. Saxon monarchy, 
Their father was Ethelwald, son of Oenwalch, King of Wesaex, by Sax- 
burga, sister of Penda. 

Two adventurous chieftains from Armorica, Ivor and Ina, having en- 
tered into an alliance,' invaded the .British coast witli a. fleet, and com- 
mit kal groat do vacations, especially in Wossex, then governed by 
Kentwln, son of Kinegils. Ivor, who was sou of Alan, King of Jiic- 
tagne, having won from Keutwiu Cornwall, Devon, and Somerset, was 
offered the peaceable enjoyuieot of the eonojuered territorios, provided he 
would allow Kentwin to retain possession of the remainder of Wcssex, 
and would marry Eihclburga, that prince's cousin. At the time this 
proposal iva* made, both armies wore drawn up in each o'her's sight, in 
hostile array: amis were, however, laid aside on Ivor's accepting the 
terms, Ethel burg a accordingly became the wife of the chief, and Ivor 
succeeded the famous Cadivallader, called " ibo Blessed," who, after a 
life of warfare, ended bis career as a pilgrim to the holy shrine, having 
named bis relative Ivor as his heir, who accordingly took possession of 
Wesscx. On his death, in the year GOO, both Ids kingdom and his 
widow were appropriated by lua, Ins companion in arras. 

The circumstance of Eibelburga being the wile of both these princes, 
ami the similarity of their names, has caused some eonfu.don in the not 
a little entangled web of this portion of history, so conflicting are the 
narratives of too British chroniclers. 

As Ivor, however, disappears early, and lua is a character of impor- 
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tance, it is sufficient to know that 


Ethelbnrga was bis queen, of whom ho 


appears to have been passionate! 


7 fond. Nevertheless, a lady is men- 


tinned as Ilia mistl 




bode be constructed a, building over an 


arch within his ca; 


Jtle of Taunton, 


in Somersetshire, — a fortress founded 


by him for bis on 


■n residence, in 


the year 700, and for the purpose of 


securing his conqr. 


lests against th< 


i disaffected nobles of the surrounding 


district. 1 This ai 


ch the Queen, j 


ealous of her rival, is said to have dc- 


stroyed after bcT 1 


msband's death 


, together with part of the castle, to bo 


revenged upon her 


■. The statcmct 


it, however, is apparently erroneous. 2 


The remains of 




tie of Taunton, founded by King Ina, 
and are thus described: 3 — "The old 


arc on the west si' 


te of the town, 


building, being on 




linety-five feet in front, had a circular 


tower at each enc 


I, of which one 


only is now remaining. The other, 


with the west end, 




luce destroyed, and a large bouse built 


in its room, that- h 


as been for ins 


ny years a boarding-school for young 


ladies. The west 


end or wing \ 


i the shortest, being sixty-five feet in 


length, and was 1; 


■My standing, r 


is it was originally built, allowing for 


the injuries it bad 


suffered from tl 


ie cannon of its enemies, or rather from 


its greater enemy, 


time. The who 


!e building bad a Hat roof, with parapet 



walls, and embrasures for nuns; but p;irt of the roof, within the memory 
of mau, Las been taken down, and the present era; tod in its stead. On 
viewing the kink p;nt of it, lltcro could be kfely discerned so:i:c breaches, 
made by cannon, in the old wall, which was judged, from its appearance, 
to be part of the easfle built about the eleventh century." 4 

Of this edifice Kaldbryht Clito had obtained possession and bad seciired 
himself there. s This Saxon chief was one of those pretenders who so 
frequently disturbed the tranquillity of the latter part of Kim: lna's 
reign. The Queen very materially assisled her hnskn.nd in opposinc 
them ; she herself hiid sie^e ie Taunton, and after compelling laaMoryhi. 
te withdraw into Sussex, levelled the fortress with the ground. This act 
probably gave rise to flic report "!' her having pulled down a part of the 
building from other motives. The eastle was soon after rebuilt and for- 
tified, and denominated the " Western Key of the Kingdom." 6 

The date of the destruction of Taunton by liitbeiljurgo, was A. 1). 721 
or 722, acoording te the Haxen Chronicle. Ina afterwards directed his 
forces against the South Saxons, atnungst whom I'ialdbrybt, after his de- 
fea.t, was wandering in exile; he was finally slain by his ant-agon is: ', ' 
when Ina had the satisfaction of witnessing the complete re-establishment 
of peace in his dominions. 

To tho period of these intestine divisions in Mereia may perhaps bo 
referred the building of the ancient castle of Deskirougli, in hurldng- 

1 Ool'iasoa. 

'Sir Uenjumin llarnmolr irrntij In Dr. Toiilmiri, staling that it. had rcooally 
been allured liv himself into a nuiui, after :l lapHi! of tiveivu hundred years. 
3 Dr. Toulmin's History of Taunton. 
' A Bishop of Winchester erected a, new castle there about the date nf the Con- 

1 Saxon Chronicle. • Dr. Toulmin. ' Collinson's Somerset 
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hamshire, which, sraiic tliiuk, v.- as named, after II 
sioually called Besburga. 1 

The laws which 'lk-do has transmitted to us of Ina, testify to his cha- 
racter, which appears worthy of admiration : his zeal for religion, and 
desire to promote its in ft: rcijl.fi, are a great, feature in these laws. They 
were made at the instance of his father Retired,' his bishops Jidda atiil 
Krkeuwuld, his I'ahlormen, arid other witas in council assembled. One 
ol" tho.se enjoins the bap;.ioiu of infants within a month after tlnir birth, 
under severe penalties, which penalties are greatly increased if it died 
nnbapti/ed ; another releases a -lave from bis master's jurisdiction for- 
ever, if be does servile work on a Sunday by bis order; a third lays a fine 
on such as should strike in the church ; a fourth orders the regular pay. 
ment of tithes, willi several others of a similar tendency. These laws of 
Ina are thought to have especially favoured the Britons, placing them in 
us advantageous a position as their conquerors. 

It has beeti asserted that Ina himself set the example ho desired to 
see followed, of intermarriages with the Saxons and British, by espous- 
ing Qualii, 3 daughter of Cadwalladcr; but there is so much confusion of 
dales respecting this event, that if. is difficult to come to a conclusion as 
to the facts. Milton, who names the marriage in bis history, seems very 
i.'.oubrful about it ; and historians an: obliged to slur it ever, evidently' 
not being able to give the necessary details. It was not probable ;hat 
during Jitbelburga.'s lifetime, Ina should have made this alliance, as 
uothnig is recounted of her divorce or resumption of lost dignity, circum- 
stances very often occurring in those times; and the name of Brhelbne^a 
i-niitii.ttali) occurs throughout, the long reign of lusi, both as a. sharer of 
his warlike successes and his domestic peace. It seems more reasonable 
tu suppose, that the similarity of names, and their repetition iu the same 
family, may have led the chrouielers into error, than that injustice should 
have been done to the wife to whom Ina was so much attached. 

'.! he great reaped, shewn by Ina lo the nisfhigeijliod >eboiar who illus- 
trated his reign. St. Aidbelnt, and also to the celebrated Wiufreth, belter 
known as Boniface, proves rhe Worth of bis own character, and the supe- 
riority ol bis mind.' Both these groat men exercised a powerful and 
salntai y influence on the acts of ina, and both have left names capable 
of giving lustre to any reign. 

One of the most memorable services to the Church, performed by Ina. 
was the rebuilding and endowing the magnificent old lirirish Abbey of" 
tllast.oubury, which he did for the repose of the soul of a murdered kins- 
man, find which was a more Christian method of proving his piety than 
the signal revenge ho thought himself bound to take on the murderers. 
iS'ur.uing could eijiial the splendour lie lavished on this favourite buihhos:, 
and the riches be continued to shower upon it. It is recorded thai, he 

1 Camden. 

'' <?eo the Preamble tc his Laws: "I, Ina, with the eOiiosel of my father 
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adorned the chapels in the most sumptuous stylo; "garnishing sunl 
plating them over with two thousand six iiun-li-isl and forty pounds' weight. 
of silver, and erecting an altar whic.h he ornamented with two hundred 
and sixty-four pounds' weight of gold ;" besides this ihe chalices, censors, 
candlesticks, and robes, embroidered and enriched wit.li gems and carving 
of the most elaborate description, were innumerable. 

Baldred, a sub-king of Wossev, almost equal to himself in power and 
riches, vied with lna in gifts to this world -famous monastery; and the 
names of Etlielbnrga and Elhelhard appear in the charters of 725, — the 
latter styling himself " the Queen's brother." ' 

lna and his Queen also granted donations to Old Surum, which, from 
sonic records contained in the Bodleian ard Cot.i.onian Libraries, appears 
to hare been immediately under the protection of the >Stix:iii princes. 
The following record is very curious, as it probably informs us of the only 
churches there it] those early times; il begins thus:' " 1, lna, king, Ibr 
the salvation of my soul, grant unlo the church of St. James, in Sares- 
byri<r, the lands of Fokonliaui, for the use of the monks serving God in 
that church. Whoever shall presume to infringe this my munificence, 
let, him, in the day of judgment, be placed on tin; left bond of Christ, 
and receive the sentence of damnation with the devil and bis angels." 
Then foilovos the grant, of Ethelbur;ra. his consort., to the nunnery of St. 
Mary, in Sarnm : " T, Ethel burga, wife of lna, king, &.<;., for the salva- 
tion <;f my soul, grant, to God, and Lho nuns serving God in the church 
of St. Mary, in Saresbyrig, the lands of hWdiugton, with their append- 
ages, &c." 

Eihelburga had, for a length of t.itoc, endeavoured to persuade her 
husband, then in the decliue of life, to relinquish the concerns of the 
world, and receive the habit of a monk. The King at last, after a long 
and fortunate reign of thirty-seven years, laid aside his regal dicnirv, 
through bet' exhortations, aided by the effect produced on his mind by the 
ingenious device with which (.buy were accompanied. 

The following incident, important, in its results, is singularly charac- 
teristic of the time :— The royal pair one day paid a visit to one of their 
country residences, where a splendid banquet awaited their arrival, which 
was served with all the pomp and splendour attendant on regal luxury. 
Etao'.burga resolved to convert this occasion to a useful moral lesson 
oi) the subject nearest to her heart. As soon as the King ar.d Queen, 
with their cortege, had departed, (be festive hall was, by her orders, 
scattered with lilth and rubbish; while on the very bed, lately appro- 
priated to their own repose, was placed :i swinish litter. Scarcely bad 
the travellers proceeded two miles on their road than Eihelburga made 
an excuse to return, and lna, with much courtesy, assented to her 
request. His surprise was excessive on re-entering the hall, lately the 
scene of mirth and festivity, to perceive the disgusting change. In silent 
astutii-hment and displeasure be gazed upon the scene before him. 
Vi lien informed (hat it. had been so directed by the Queen, be demanded 

: Mef.i'iie's Glastonbury ; Dugdale. 
1 Phillips's History of Old Sarum. 
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from Erhelburga an explanation of this strange mystery. Sho smiled, 

and answered : "My lord and husband! this is not, indeed, the noisy 

hilarity of yesterday : here are no brilliant ii:m-ii:i^^, no f littery, and no 

parasites : here are no tables weighed down with silver vessels ; n 

site delicacies to delight the palate : 

and wind. Have they not already pa 

should not we feel alarmed who oovet 

as transient? Are not ali such thing: 

hurrying, heedless and headlong, to I 

— unhappy must we be if we let tl 

entreat you, how disgusting those thh 

so enamoured. See to what filthy < 

loathsome relics we may see what our ; 

let us rd'eel, that the greater we have linen, arm trio more powcriui we 

are now, the more alarmed should be our solicitude; for the greater will 

be the punishment of our misconduct." ' 

The reflections of KMiolburga, thus strangely prefaced, were by no 
means uncommon in early times, iviien strung contrails were often brought 
to bear on worldly pleasure. The singular and Impressive lesson was not 
thrown away on the intelligent mind of Ina, who immediately < i.i .. r: i, ' 'i ■■.'■, 
on what was then held as the highest act of piety, namely, to make a pil- 
grimage to Heme. His first stop was to ronomiee the temporal diguity 
<>f his earthly kingdom, to prepare himself for the one immortal. He 
forthwith resigned his crown, by will, to his brother-in-law Ethelard, and 
then made every necessary preparation for the religious life on which he 
proposed to enter; assuming a picbciasi div-s, renouncing his rank, and 
living in a private and retired manner with his beloved TltheUmrga, who 
joyfully aided him in carrying out his good resolutions. It is even said 
that, during this period, ina lived by the labour of his own hands, as was 
the custom of many of the religious of his times. 2 

Ethelburga accompanied her husband to Rome, assuming a masculine 
habit, probably for her protection on the journey, and, as is also asserted, 
retaining it. on her arrival in that city- 3 They resided there, not far dis- 
tant from each other, in a. poor and private manner, " unlike, indeed, the 
eigiL-.ty to which they had been accustomed, but filled with mutual love, 
charily, and devotion." * 'They passed their time in constant exercises 
of religion a.nd benevolence; among which may bo mentioned tile found- 
ing of the Saxon school by Ina. at. .Come, for the benefit, of such of his 
countrymen who might, seel; an education in that city, with a church for 
their service, and to provide convenience for their interment. To sup- 
port these foundations, and the En^iish residents there, Ina is said to 
have imposed the tribute of a penny on every family in England, which 
was sent to tiie Papal See uuder the name of Home scot, or Peter's 

' William of Malmeabury, S. Turner. It is to be vedette:! that the place which 
was die scene of this remonstrance is not positivcW mentioned: one of tin's 
pa.laee;! and a caMle was at Suiaertuci, in .Scmersetsliire, thirteen miles (Usual 
from Wells. — OoUimon. 

■ Hume, Tanner. 3 BiofcoelL ' Butler 

25* 
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pence. 1 The establishment of this tax is, however, more freemen 1 1 y 
attributcd to Offa than to Ina. 

Some authors state that Ids and his Queen died at Rome ; others, that 
Ina. returning to .England, shut himself up in a cloister, where lie ended 
liis days. According to Willis, the remains of this glorious monarch of 
Hie Ai^lea repi.se in the middle of the body of the church of Wells 
(founded by himself), opposite !o the north porch. 

Queen Kl.lielburga is said to have entered into the Abbey of Barking 
after her return, her sister-in-law, Queen Cuthburga, Tiu.'s sister, beim' 
nhiuiss of the establislnnei.it; and when Out!imir£a. became Ahhess of 
^ imbournc, in Dorsetshire, lltbelburga presided 'over tlie cniin-re-mfh.u 
■..r liaiking till her death, after which she received the lieneurs (if conoid- 
nation. 

Ethelard was named by Ina his successor, as ho had no male heirs. 
Camden, however, mentions three daughters of Inn, of whom lie relates :i 
ssnry similar to that of the three daughters of King Lear, and which is 
supposed by some of the editors of Hhakspoare, 5 to have suggested to the 
immortal bard the subject of his play. Ina is said to have" inquired of 
these princesses, on some occasion, not only whether they loved him thru, 
hut whether tliey would continue to do so during their lives, above ail 
others, to which the two eldest swore earnestly that tliev would. But 
tiie youngest and wisest of them, unwilling to flatter her father, told him 
honestly, "That albeit she did love and reverence him, and 'so would 
whilst she lived, as much as nature and daughterly duty at the utmost 
could expect ; yet she did think that one da.y'it would come in pass, that 
she should affect another more fervently, meimine her husband, when she 
was married, who being made one flesh with her, as God by 'command- 
ment had told, and nature had taught lier. she was to cleave fast in. tor- 
ching father and molher, kith and kin." This is all we hear of (lie 
daughters of Ina, whether by Etlielburga, or Cnala, and Camden <dves it 
from an anonymous authority. 

1'ithelard became king in 729, trod in the footsteps of his illustrious 
predecessor, and in all his underlakings was assisted by his Queen Frido- 
gi'ba, who especially distinguished herself by the generosity she dis- 
played in her donations to the Church, on which she bestowed the greater 
p;rt oi her own patrimony. The first year of their accession lo power, 
I>om the King and Queen liberally endowed the Abbey of Glastonbury: 

.J' 1 ' ;" r,!il herself bestowed on it the manor of liruuantun (or .llromp'oii- 

Tialpli), containing within iis limits five hides of land, whicii remained in 
vi ■ i -'-session of the monks till after the Norman Conquest, when Kin- 
William gave it to Sir William de Mohan. 3 ' 

A niong oilier acts of religious charity, l'Yidogithi prevailed on her hns- 

' Every family, ft's^sm! of kooiIs to the value of twenty netiee in TV esse [-.air! 
ii yearly tax eta penny a- » Kind's alms." This tax, eoJc'eied at LimUMas. nj 
I..:: .<:i to fet.. I eter and the Clnivch of \l,m v : U, 1C[e . p was at first failed " Koine 
seot,-- and afterwards "Peter's pence." [Weever, Matthew of lVt:.Ht:;,irii;er. 
Dugdale, &c] 

1 Johnson and Stevens. = Colli u sen's. Somerset, jii. ofjj ; Dugdnie. 
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band to bo.ta. the manor of Taunton on the .hurch of Winoh.-to; » 

t,„h- „-,iJ «ill, as Taunton, at that very time, was the chad seat » .he 
M.rei.D .sovereigns. Some write,, assert Taunton to have been the g," 
»ut.sitl>notn.,neda,noa g 
the rrre ,- bestowed by that Queen, it i, leach .„„ro proluble Mutt it. was 
.even hv bvidneiiha. Phhelard gave, en Ins own pint, seven aainsea 01 
dw,hU,r„ f.r peasant' This .lonation ,,:, made rathe, nan-, !„a» three 
i„ ,...■,.. J vest, before the C.aiqtie.tot the Noianans in r.oaaand. and in 1 no 
v nival "saeh a laanaikahle share of iminundies, prerne;ativos. aan inavi- 
leg,, ,,». appended to it, a. are hardly to he found m the description of 
any other manor in the Norman survey. 

In 7117 Fri.lneifha underlonl; n tourney to Home, aeentupamed ay lea. 
the,,. Itiia,, of'Sherhotne, in Dei.en 

a „ man ef p,aisewo,thy etudiriea, espeeailly in tae lloiy Naaaiurea. 
and is numbered among ear early iviafers. On the Q lean a return to 
Knalsno, -he ahandonial ail la., earthly possessions, aad novated naselt 
ea.tu.ively to the service of God. At her death, she was interred in the 
Cailadvsi'of Winchester. 

The dan.hter of Kthclard and itridejiita, who eniul.tcd the pious 
example .Aa, mother, became one ofuhe saints of the Angle aa.aon 
Church, under the name of St, Pride'-ehi.- 



■ Dugdale ; Toulmm's History of Taunton. 



■■ Matthew of Was 
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Uel.-tam.tlo legend of OumMua— King „, „„,„ a t _ U1 mllm- 

bokooivii crime ,d 1'obood.,, -baposor ,„ ,eo boat-Stranding of tbe 

b,..t,f.i J"^ 

Tiiurj^ *" i,:, "" i, i™ i "-"" T ^"*»- 

Beornreds wars-lbs defeat- Odbba dyke- Tbe l;,„„oror Charleroar/ne-JIis 
. t„, ,„J p««„u jo fjftyj, m „d 1,' mart,,, ., frine. „j fSS J£ 
t.rrupt on of fb, fneadship of ft, „,, ,ii, K . _ ,,., „, ( „ „„ P „ noh ^_ 

Alcoin bo Leaeaeo- liar „y re-os,sblisbeb~TI,e Prhioess EadburWa mar- 

I"'-'-'"""!- K »s <■'»■« A„.b.-ii„ I ,,,. r .„, l i for th "hand of 

b,b , "', 1 , , ' to racier of 

btholbert-lbs ar.aval 10 oler„,„— Oo s-llb'b oifc, „„d -rood retinoe of tbc 

br,d.s.,oom_> beldnl ... „ boo ,,„„,,„,. .job,,, „„, i,t„, n „ *™ a ™' 
ot nerlorer--Q„oii,bad„'s eoyy a„d hatred — tbia's sveieome — Tbe Qneea'a 
treacherous proposal— 'f i,o obair of sbifo— Tbo ooop, ood tbe well— Tbe mar- 
te aeaomphaiad- Despair „f lh , brid. - 1I,« acathoom-Shc lea,., b„ 

£, ."StlT " m \" , "°" »"" M " ■ "f «■•■ bod!, Qoooo-Tb. spoil, 

£ SS. bl" f 5'- V 1 ™" ' ' 1 -lb shrine of 

bt. htneloerl— Dicoojudeoient on Offa's race. 

The history of Quendrida' ha, in it so much of melodr.ni., that, but 
for the repetition of her story by several chroniclers. s „, poo,, „( ; i, 
would bo considered iaoulous. it is probable that tbc block of Si ci- 
"." ' I,:, 1 "'™' '«>■■■■ '«» ™d n»re than the truth, in order to ,cooe„ 
lb,»b lb!,,, tbc founder „f 1,„ abbey, free, tbc rcprcocb of o [ml curd-, 
which .sened In, reign, atol b„o thrown oil ibo odium of a fearful „i„o 
o„ Ibo Queen ; but other historian, tell of her 
atracge adventures, therefore they cannot be rejected in a record of her 

Tradition docs not achcowledfje Q„«„drid. a. «n An.lo-Saion ■ but 

ib,'.,. thai slip was ol Prankish birth, and her nunio Potrooilla ; that f~r 
bone once no' speeded, she bad bo,,,, eoroloinned bv Ohnrletub'oee's oui- 
",'■ ."' ■"-'' , : '" '"' e-ii-ibi d in on open bail, and .„„",, .drift ,,,, ,b„ op,,,.., 
ol >, ,„1, and „,„•,,. 1 bo fail bark ,„„ ho,,,,, „„»„„,, „„,,, it ,.,...„,,,.;, 
~n hoU'el-h coast, endtheco, in ,„ evil bocr, the beautiful ,,„ , 
ualf-hf.less body was found, and tbe h,i,-di„ra.,ed oomlneiod to 1 ho' pe 
senco ot th e young Prince, whose destiny she was to become. She told 

'Tbe roooo is y.ariously spelt Itrida, Cy-iochf „d CrootbtyTbT but the if,, 

M.rX Ibe^c" ia, .'. i "£££? ""^ "" >•"«""" " '» 
* Roger of Weiidover; Sai. Chrun. ; Vita Offse II. 
' LappCD-berg, Bromtun. 
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her story artlessly, and with tears ami entreaties fur snwnnr, related lion- 
she was the victim of conspiracy, being of the royal house of Charles 
the Great, whoso mind had been poisoned against her ; that .she was inno- 
cent of all guilt, and had been most cruelly persecuted, the only reason 
for which treatment she traced to her rejection of the addresses of one 
who was hateful to her. 

Her youth, her beauty, her eloquence, and her sorrows, immediately 
won the confidence of those who had saved her; and young OfiVs heart 
became at once the prey of her bright eyes, mere sedueing in their tears. 
Dec lily grateful for bis commiseration, she is s;iid to have exclaimed: 
"God, who frees the innocent from the snares of the wicked, has now 
happily placed mc nnder the wings of year pretention, has changed my 
misery to joy, and has made me feel more glad of my exile than I ever 
felt in the land that gave rue birth." 1 

The fascinated Offa gave the rescued beauty in charge to his mother 
Mareollina, who, however, it seems, had even in the beginning, some 
doubts as to the truth of iter story ; but Queudrida., secure of her conquest, 
bad no fears, and did i.ot conceal her haughty disposition ur her proud 
aspirings. AH the remonstrances of loth Otfa's parents were vain, and 
the infatuated Prince made the dangerous waif thrown on bis shores the 
partner of his fortunes, without hesitation. "The match was fatal" to 
both father and mother, who did not. live a year after their son's marriage. 

Of Offa himself si range marvels are reeled, as that he was lame, blind, 
' n nib from his birth, hut recovered all his faculties suddenly, when 



the usurper Beomrod persecuted his parents, ai 
Till this time he was called Wiufrith, but the 
bestowed on him. because of the similarity of 
recorded of the Danish Ofib, or Uffo, sou of 
Angelu." 2 

Offa (called the .Second) was of the royal hou: 
an Ealdorman, called Thiugfritu; he appears tc 
relative of King Kanwult', if not his grandson, 
he calls himself. In early life he had continui 
turbulent chief Beomrod, who bad usurped the 


id oppressed his country, 
name of Offa was then 
the occurrence to that 
W^rmuud, "King of 

!e of Wibba, and son of 
■ have been the nearest 

as in one of his charters 
dly to contend with the 

government of Mercia, 


firmly established till Beornred's death, in 757. 3 
For a scries of years he was occupied in repell 
Welsh; and the fmnuus dyke, known by his na 
from the mouth of the Dec to the Wye, to lit 
neighbours. It is interesting, in many parts o 
remains of the deep boundary, which is still dcs< 


ing the incursions of the 
me, was formed by him, 

iep out his troublesome 
f that country, to trace 
mrnible. 5 



' Spued, Vita Offn;, Turner. ■ Nemiins, Alfred of Beverley, Saxon Chronicle. 

! William of Midiees'.oirv. 

1 In the year 777, O-wuslry was lo.kon by Offa from the Iirir.ons, anil the king- 
dom of I'.m'is wns veuueed to die western side o!" the eeletaated ditch still known 
by his mLiue. 

This diioh, eiLUel ("'iv.hL Olui, evl.,>::ded from (he river Wye, aloti;? the eouu- 
tics el HiTtOil and liiidiior, ia Montgomeryshire, from I'wll y 1'iud, an ale-house 
on the road between Bishop's Castle and .Newtown; tbenoe it passes northward, 
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The ceaseless cortteruiotis of these tissiirs carry the historian in a per- 
petual circle of hloouy tyjtrs ami usurpations,, iuir.il he no longer wonders 
that the poet,- chronicler Milton lost all patience, awl exclaimed " iHuc-h 

i-i-iiv Mrdhigtan llnll, new ivhich is an encampment, called Oacr-dih, by llrump- 
ton Mi];, where (here is :i mount ; Junior I 'i; rs., near '.Montgomery, ['urdcu-hoath, 
INaiilcribha, at the font of an ancient lonmai, Lcighton.haTl, ami Ihiuingloii 
Church, iloro it is lost ti:u' live miles : the chancel of the .''cvorn probably str- 
viiij: fur thai, space as :t continuation of the boundary. Just below the ennfiax 
u!" ilu: I'cle ami the Severn, ir appears again, ;nil passe; by [he churches of l.lan- 
tiysiho ami l.huiyiuynech, to the edge of Ihc vast precipitous limestone rock, 
li'i'iim i.his place, il runs by Trcl'y Clawdil, over the horse-course on Ocfu-y-bwcli, 
above Oswe-Ury, then above tlellat.yn ; whence it descends to the Oeiriog-, «:nl then 
to Glyui. where there is ,1, large broach, supposed ta he the place of iM.e.i-joent 
of the fmglisu who fell in the battle of Crog'en. It then goes by Chirk Castle, 
and below Cefn-y-weni, crosses the Doe and the Ruabou-voad near Pais Madcc. 
forms ii jit t of i.ho turnpike rojul to Wrexham, to l'entie-byohnn where there is a 
mount ; then by Plus Power to Adwy'r Clawibl. neiir Minora, by J'.ryinbo; crosses 
the f cgia .■;; river, and through a li;tle valley, upon the south side of luyniorkyn 
mountain, lo Coctilalwrn, and Cao-dwn, a farm near Troy do in Chapel, in the 
parish of Muhi ( pointing Inwards Ihe Ciwy lino hills'i. beyond which there can no 
farther traces be discovered. Tt. se.eins probable I hat UIVu iir.aghied that the 
Olwydiaii hills, and the doo|.i valley iiiat lies at their bjise. would serve as a con- 
tinuance of Ibis prohibitory line: he bad carried his arms over most parts of 
Flintshire, and vainly imagined that his labours would restrain the Cambrian in- 
roads in one part, and his orders prevent any incursions beyond these natural 
limits, which he had decreed to be the boundaries of his now conquests, "It is 
observable,'' nays Pennant., "that, in all parts, the ditch is on the Welsh side; 
and that there are numbers of small artificial mounts, the sites of small forts, 
along its course." These Kn'i: garrisoned, and seem intended for Ihe same pur- 
pose as the toners in (he fa 1 a.. us Chinese wall • - to watch the motions of their 
l:ei aii bo or*, and to vend hostile incursions. The folly of this grcjit work appeared 
on the death of Offu : the Welsh, v.-iifi irresistible Tory, despise:' his toils, and 
carried their ravages far and wide on the llngiish marches. .Superior force often 
re] a?'. led them, t-anguimiry laws wore made by (lie victorious 11 avoid against, any 
that should transgress the lia.its prescribed by i.lila. 'Ihc Wol-i.ma.n that Ivas 
found in arms, on die Saxon side of the ditch, was to lose his right baud. 

"There is a famous thing, 

Called Otfa's Dyke, that ro.ichei.li farre in length, 
All kind of ware the Diuiou might thither bring ; 
It was free ground, and called I lie liri ions' strength. 
Watt's Dyke, likewise, about the sjnne was set, 
lie',v-eeu wdjie.h two the Danes and liritans nut. 
And traffic siill, hut. passing hounds by sleight, 
The one did take the other pris'ner streight." 

The grca'. dyke ana fosse, called IVutt's Dyke, is iitrlo known, uo( withstanding 
il is eijual in depih, though not. in e\tenl, lo lint of Olfa, with which it has boon 
frequently confounded. Of the formation of this dyke, as to time or occasion, 
no authentic- iuformatior, can be found. Ii runs nearly in a direction with that 
of Oll'a, but at unequal distances, from f.ve hundred yards to fesir miles. The 
sjiace intervening between the two was considered as free ground, where the 
Britons, Danes, ftc, might meet with safety for eonuuorcial purposes. 

Watt's Dyke appears at Maesbmy, ar.d tenuinat.cj at the lice, below the Abbey 
of iinsingwerk. I in; southern cud of the line i.s lost in nu.ira.ssy grounds, but 
was probably continued to the liver Severn. It esieuds its course from llaes- 
bnry to the Jli'e Oak ; frani ilience, Co augh a. lichl tailed Maes-y-garrog l.wyd, 
between two remarkable pillars of unhewn stone ; passes by the "town, and from 
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bicliuriiijia lo recount, met often In these our writers, what more ivnrtli is 
it than to chronicle the wars of kites and trows, flouting am.] lighting in 
the aii'?" 

"Nothing," however, observe!* the learned Lap pen burg, "'would more 
raise the wars of Off a. above this contemptuous mention uf the great epic 
poet of Endiind, than if it were ascertained how far all these, chiefs were 
influenced by the mighty ruler of ilia Franks-, Charles liie Great. If any 
reliance can be plated on the monkish biographer, the Kings of Keni, 
previously to the invasion of that state by Offa, had applied to Charles 
for aid and protection. The menacing letters of the Emperor were 
unheeded by the .Mercian, and in the course of years their mu:ua] suc- 
cess united the lord of the Germanic insular realm with the chief of the 
Roman continent. Charles sent to Offa, or as he himself expresses it, 
'■ the most powerful ruler of the East to the most powerful ruler of the 
West," many costly presents, the catalogue of which ha* been preserved. 
though not that, of the presents sent in return, which to us would have 
been of far greater interest." 1 

In a letter extant of Charlemagne 11 to Offa, mention is made of a Iiunnie 
sword and belt and two silken mantles. The Emperor calls the King 
his " brother," but this is probably merely in courtesy, and cannot be 
admitted as an argument of his being related through his Queen Quen- 
drida, as some have thought. 

The friendship of the two courts was interrupted by a discord of some 
moment. 

Geroaldus, Abbot of St. Wandrille or Fouteucilo, had frequently been 
employed by Charlemagne in his missions to the court of Mercia, This 
prelate was sent thither to demand the batid of Offa' a daughter for his 
son Charles. His negotiation was, however, unsuccessful; for though 
the very friendly intercourse between the two kings had warranted the 
request, Offa refused to grant Eadburga to the French prince, unless Ber- 
tha, daughter of Charlemagne, were bestowed on his own son and suc- 
cessor, Egi'iid, who is described as being ■• the only joy aud pride of his 
parents." The desire of Offa to form a high alliance for his only son 
thence t'i Old Oswestry, ami hv ['cairiclawdd tu <j ...liowcii, the site of ;i, small 
fori. calied Lirvu v Casicll, in [.he p:Li-Jsli of Whittin S K,iK rams by I'rys Henlle and 
Ut'lniuiil; crosses the (icivicis. between tSiynkmiillt ;u:d Tent y iileiv fui-e, ami 
tun Lice below Nimt v Boh.; from whence it pisses throned. Wyim-slay Park, by 
another 1'cntieelawild, to Evfliliii, where there w:i? anc-iber strong fort on its 
course ; from Eri.jdi^, it rims above Vy'voidnini, near Dclin L'ulcslon, ljy liaty.hl, 
Mii.csjiwyu. 1! has-: he.!, Crits cnainis, Sc. ; gees over tin: Aim), .-.ml thrnnjili the 
township of Lhii. to Ithydin, in the couiiTy of i'l int. ; above which : .s t;:.ei K.-iyi . 
a. British |iost : from hence it runs bv 'lloj.it! Church, Hiring tin: sine of Molesiiale, 

whah) it units tinvas-.i- tlie lower p:i vs.. msd turns la M ynvel .Sy.valy:;. M ■hi..; . 

iii^r rlnrl.mip, bv Northon Mills, .[Jryn-tnoel, Coc-il y I.lys, Nimt y 1'lint, Ccfn y 
Cued, (hroueh (h'e stiauid-fK'b.ls, uea.r .11...! y well, to its termination below the Abbey 
of lhisin:;werk. A dike anil rami. art. similar isi appearance, aud not unlike in 
name, runs ihrcuigh the comities of Wi'.rs nr.d rfuiucrser, called Wans Jiyhe. pec- 
haps from Gwiin, a perforation. [History of Osweatiy.] 

' I>r. Lappenberg's Uistorv of England under the Anglo-Saxon Kings, trans- 
lated by Benjamin Thorpe, F, S. A. 

1 WiLkins, Malmesbury, Leland. 
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and heir was extremely natural, but Charlemagne was indignant at the 

presumption of the demand. 

It is rem art : :h lc that ± i l i .-s l^ineer-s Tiert.ha, her lather's i^sjh-ulliI favourice, 
was afterwards, or perhaps at that very time, secretly united to Angiibort., 
one of the most learned men of bis time, who became Abbot, of tbe 
powerful Monastery of St. Kiquier, in Picardy. Bertba is described as 
being -'tiie softened imago" of lier great father, in mind, voice, aspect, 
and bearing. 1 

Tbe fathers, therefore, contended for tbe honour of their respective 
priceless treasures: but. Charlemagne's anger seems lo have been excited 
beyond bounds, and be immodiat.el y ordered the French ports (o be closed 
against iliu Anglo-Saxon merchants. Thus all intercourse between tiie 
two nations was reciprocally interdicted. There had always been a great 
repugnance among tbe Saxon kings to inter marriage with foreigners, of 
whit I) few instances occur prior to the time of Edward the Filler, whoso 
sisters contracted splendid foreign alliances. IScrtha, Emma, and Judith, 
were among ihe few solitary instances of a prior date; and after Edward 
the Elder was Emma of Normandy, whose tie with Et.belred was the 
first step to the Norman conquest. 

The learned Saxon Aleuiii, the friend and confidant of Charlemagne, 
was despatched t.o England as ambassador, to restore the broken amity 
of the two realms, which bad not been destined t.o be of long duration. 
In a letter of Aleuin, quoted by Mahiiesbnry. is the fblk:-win<; passage : 
"I know not what is to become of us. Koine dissension, wbiel; seems 1.0 
have been fomented by diabolical s'ii!!, has arisen lately between King 
Charles a. mi King Oila, so that all communication by sea is forbidden to 
the merchants on both sides. It is said, that 1 am about to be sent to 
England for tbe purpose of establishing peace." 2 

The object of Alcuin's mission was accomplished, and harmony was 
re-established between the rulers. 

The hand of Eadburga, which had been refused to the French Prince, 
was given to liertric, King of Kent, heir-apparent to the throne of East 
Augiia, in the eveut of the death of Hlhelbcrt, a. young and amiable 
prir.CC who yet remained unmarried. The union of Eortrie and Eadbiicjra 
took plaec in 7S7, Alone, the lather of that king, being also associated 
in tbe government. 3 

Ethelbert had resolved to devote his whole life to the service of God, 
and not to enter the married state ; but his courtiers overruled this reso- 
lution, and persuaded him lo seek the alliance of sonic princess worthy 
of perpetuating his royal race. Eihelbert. laid heard of tbe beauiy ami 
virtues of Ethcidritha, tbe youngest of tbe daughters of King Otl'a, and 
his friend and couiidaut, Earl Oswald, strongly urged hiio to demand her 
hand. A council was held, at which the nonles of liast Anglia were all 
present, together with Laonorine, the Queen Mother. Every person 
there assembled, except that royal lady, approved of the proposed mar 
riage, and it was settled that ;(. should lake place. 



: Angilbert's Carolus Magnus. 



1 Sax. Chrcn. and Asscr's Life of A'.fred. 
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On the part of tlio Mercians, Humbert, Aroiibioiop of Litchfield, had 

suggested Ethelbert In OrTa as a suitable husba.nd for his daughter, and 
was seconded by Unworia, Biihop of Leicester.' The excellent character 
of the Prince rendered t he match in every way desirable, and the .Mercian 
King invited him to his court to celebrate his nuptiubwit.il t be fair Ethel- 
dritha. When Ethelbert' ^ prnposal was thus accepted it was settled that 
the marriage should tube place at (lie same time as. that of her sister 
Eltieda with Ethelrcd, the Northumbrian King. The nuptial ceremony 
for both the royal couples was arranged to be performed at. the ancient 
.Mercian palace of Button "\Vahi~, near Hereford, whither Ethelbert way 
to repair for the purpose. 

On the day precious to that eventful one when 

'■ Our kir,.:livil all yjitam the halls. 

The wedding feast arraye ; 
When the song shall sound, and the dance goe rc-unda, 

And the musiekes merrilie playe," 1 
I lie young King of the East Angles departed on his journey towards 
Mereia, full of hope and expectation, ai leaded by a retinue of his own 
nobility. In conformity with his usual custom prior to commencing bis 
journey, bo heard mass with habitual attention and devotion. Late in 
the evening Ethelbert arrived in the uci^hbnrbood of Button, 3 where, 
instead of entering tie town, lie ordered bis terns to be pitched, that, he 
might pass the night in the open country. Homo East Anglian nobles, 
however, were deputed to proeood to the palace of 01110 and announce his 
arrival, with theeau.se of his coming, and at the same time were instructed 
to present to the Mercian King some rich gifts prepared by Ethel bert, his 
future son-in-law. They were most graciously received, and Ofl'a signi- 
hed Lis approbation of the East Anglian's suit. 

Etuelbert, after a night harassed with frightful dreams, which seemed 
lo forbede some imp-cmiiug calamity, sen 4 - forward bis chariots a.ud pack- 
horses laden with rich baggage, well-stored chests, a.nd provisions; and 
accompanied by an immense number of men on foot and horseback, fol- 
lowed himself, with a. magnificent band of bis knights, arranged in 
due order. The approach of this cavalcade was soon rumoured through 
the town, and at length reached the palace of King Offa, Amongst 
others who were attracted to beheld the sight, was Hthohlritba. the maiden 
daughter of King Offa. From a window of the lofty palace of her father, 
sin; beheld I lie young K r n^ Eilodbert and bis heights entering the court- 
yard. She marked with a woman's interest tiic splendid spectacle, and 
then hastened to her mother to speak to her of the manly beauty of 
.Ethelbert, of the stately nobles, the valiant knights, and the wondrous 
splendour of his retinue, Queen Qnoiidridn listened to her daughter's 
eofhusiasm, and her malice and envy were alike excited by the na.rrai.ive. 

1 This see was removed i'ruiu Dorchester to Leicester in 7:57. It eventually 
merged iutu the [.u-estiat Lincoln tiishoprio. 

1 " The Uceyo 1 Savon," from Invasion's Lowell imi e I in Mails. 

" Oll'a Inul another royal [0;o.h are at. Taimti.il:.. where bin suec'.'ss.ivs, KuLV.ailf, 
Beoruivulf, and .ISiithicl, alter wards resided. 
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She line! opposed the marriage from the first, disliking Elholbert for his 
religious devotion ; fur, lining an unbeliever herself, C 1 1 fintiiin observances 
Km baleful in her eyes. She had been deeply mortified that her dau-b- 
lers should have been unable to ibrin foreign alliances, and had oven jajr- 
seeutod the Archbishop f Litehh'old and the other bishops, because, in 
the marriages she sought for hor other daughters, they had oppi.snl h,.r 
polity, as ruinous to Jlcreia; and now nothing could exceed lier vexation 
when she found that she was likely to bo foiled in her last expectation ; 
meanwhile Offa, delighted to receive Ktbelbevi, his daughter's bridegroom, 
bus wived on Jiim a paternal embrace, accompanied with the words. " Wel- 
come, my son; welcome, my son-in-law, welcome! You shall henceforth 
be regarded as my favourite child:" (Juondrida stood aloof, beholding 
the joy of the meeting with a scowling brow, and revolving in her mi nd 
how to make Etholbor: feel the effects of her resentment. 

Unsuspicious of her designs, Offa afterwards repaired to bis wife, to 
ascertain when it would be convenient to her (bar. her daughter's marriage 
should be celebrated. It was then that Qucndrida .spoke as follows :— ' 
" The subject is one which requires very grave consideration. You are 
well aware thai, the petty princes of the jiast Angles have law desiroil <a 
obtain dominion oyer the Mercians. You have full knowledge of the 
hereditary enmities, and the mutual injuries inflicted upon eacli other by 
both These kingdoms; and now T am greatly deceived, if ambition rather 
than allcciion has not a (traded Eibelberi. to this court. Marriage i« r.be 
pretext, friendship the cloak, which have served the purpose of The keen 
spy, who would judge for himself the weakness that accompanies your 
advanced years, and the best means of insuring your destruction, You 
should regard your guest, not as a lover, but as a hostile commander ; for 
it is in the latter capacity he has appeared before you, accompanied by 
numbers of soldier.-, largo enough for an army — too large, for the purple's 
of peace. 

:t Suppose he marries your daughter, and that such is the sole cause 
of his coming; (hen by right of that marriage he will regard hiinsoif 
as your heir, and entitled to succeed you on the throne. As an im- 
patient heir, he will daily wish for your death; and all that you now 
peacefully enjoy, he will constantly seek for, and as scdulonslyVruggle 
to acquire. You prepare a rod of chastisement for yourself ; "you knot 
together the whip with which you will hereafter he beaten, if you give to 
one like this, pretensions to be your successor. Make him your son-in- 
law, your life is in peril, and your crown in danger; or if life be long 
spared to you, it must be passed amid the terrors of fear; you exchange 
the independence of a free king in your own dominions for the trembling 
timidity of an Eastern slave. 

"Suppose, on the other band, that you now reject his alliance, and 
that you allow him, justly offended with the treatment he has expe- 
rienced, to withdraw from your kingdom, there can be no doubt that you 
expose yourself to as great a danger as [hat which you desire to escape. 
He now knows the roads of your kingdom — he requires no spy to leil 
him what parts of it are the most accessible for his troops — how it can 
be best assailed, or what are the points oil which you will rely for youi 
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defence. lie has seen and ha.s noted your ago and your infirmity; and 
all lie has to do is to mate as a pretext for hostilities, the affront to which 
you have subjected him, and on the instant lie proclaims war, he begins 
the destruction of your kingdom, and deprives you of life. 

" There is but one of two modi's of escaping from the danger and per- 
plexity entailed upon you by the coming of this imcst; either he will in 
a short time cause your death, or you now must cause his — -in my mind 
a just and fitting punishment, for ins presumption." 

When Quendrida Implied speaking, OfTa siehed deeply, and after con- 
sidering Tor a few niomenis, answered her thus: — 

" Tour discourse has. in south, convinced me that. tarn reduced to a 
dangerous and pitiable plight; Tor 1 plainly see thai, on this side there is 
imminent, peril, atid on the other irretrievable infamy.' T'ar, far, how- 
ever, be from me the detestable crime thai- you suggest; a crime which, 
if once committed, would bring eternal opprobrium upon me and my 
successors." 

He quilled her presence, and soon after rejoined ins royal guest with 
an appearance of tranquillity which covered the real augui-li winch 
preyed upon his mind. A magnificent banquet was served, with cosily 
wine,- accompanied by music,, singine, and dancing. The two Princes 
sat down together to the, entertainment, and the day passed away in joy 
and merriment, lint Quendrida, with " murder in her smile," meantime 
had prepared a tragic ending to the scene, (!losu by the couch which 
Ethelbert, was to occupy at night, she causod a magnificent, throne to be 
placed, oyer which was erected a. royal canopy, the sides of it decorated 
with rich hangings. Beneath this chair of state there was a deep well. 
Such was the contrivance on which she had decided, and having seen 1 Vint 
all was sure, she joined Offa. and Ethelbert in the banqueting hall. 
There, entering imo a iively conversation, she after a time inquired of the 
unsuspicious Ktbolhert — "Will you not come, my son, and visit the 
maiden who is to be united to you in marriage'; Hue anxiously awaits a 
Visit from you in my chamber, and will, no doubt, hear with pleasure the 
words of love, when pronounced by her intended husband." 

Ethelbert rose at, once and attended Quendrida to the fatal spot, whence 
his attendants were at, the same instant excluded. The Princess was not 
there, as her expectant lover had supposed, but Quendrida, (umiug sud- 
denly round, said; ''Seat yourself there, my sou, until she arrives." 
The young King obeyed, and the moment he took his seat on the throne, 
the platform on which it was erected gave way beneath him, and in a 
mass fell with him and upon him into the guiph beneath, 3 where, by the 
aid of assassins conceal, d in the neighbouring apartments by ihe Queen, 
he was speedily suffocated; far Quendrida aided her confederates by 
flinging en the unfortunate Prince the pillows, bedding, hanging, n.nd 
tapestry, lest the sound of ids dying groans and shrieks should betray her 

' I'lMllltliTI. 

1 Wine w;is -aid to be "the dviu'.i ,.:!' the elder- mid die wise," iviid i.mly seen lit 
the tables of the great. 

* The Monk of St. Albans, &c. 
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crime To complete (Ik: deed, the scarcely lifeless body was decapitated 
lij tlio order of Hie relentless Quendrida. 

That this horrible act was entirely perpetrated by the Queen without 
the knowledge of Offa, apjiorirs llic inure unlikely, since if is certain that 
he immediately after invaded blast Anglia, and annexed it to his owq 
dominions, which would seem to betray the motive of the deed. 1 So 
suddenly, indei u, did bo march thither, that tin measures could be tiki: a 
for its defence, and it in* added easily to his other conquests. 

The innocent, bride dlthcldritha, becoming suddenly conscious of (be 
horrible truth, in the midst, of the general consternation which filled the 
palace had yet found time to convey warning of her parent's treachery to 
the East Anglian nobles who liad accompanied I'lihelbort, so that they 
were able to make their escape, while the unfortunate Princess bersi'lf, 
in her consternation and despair, filled the ait- with lamentations, and even 
iu the extremity of her anguish was led to curse the authors of her being, 
iind prophetically to denounce the vengeance of Heaven which was about 
to punish them for their awful crime. To Queudridn she declared in 
words, as if inspired, that her only son Egl'iad would not. live three years 
longer, and that she should herself die iu a few months, overcome with 
equal misery and despair to that she had caused. 

Etbeldritha instantly abandoned her father's court, and in the Monas- 
tery of Oroyinud, in Lincolnshire, received the habit of a nun. preferring 
rather "to be as a serf in the house of the Lord, than to dwell as a 
queen in the palace of sinners ;" in that solitary retirement, at a. distance 
from the v:iin pleasures of the world, she passed in sadness and contem- 
plation the remainder of her days. 

Offa. after the deed of murder bad been porprotatod, took to bis chamber 
for three days, which be passed without nourishment, sigjiing and weep- 
ing, his mind apparently occupied by the deepest grief. Whether from 
remorse or disgust, hi; avoided the sight, of his gailly Qnoen, and com. 
mandeii that. Quendrida should be removed at once from court to one of 
the most remote and solitary places in .Ylercin, to be pinned there in the 
cbsest confinement. He did not put her t.o death, but. professed to desire 
that the prolongation of her life would afford her time for repentance, 
He suffered her, however, t.o carry to her prison an immense treasure, 
<■ the spoils of the oppressed." She had with her the instruments of her 
doom ; for these heaps of accumulated gold ami silver induced robbers to 
attack the mansion in which she dwelt, fir the sake of so snleudhl a. 
booty; and tile Queen, being sei/.cd by the marauders, who little heeded 
her dignity, was fumg into a deep well, whore, bruised ami maim':'.! like 
her ill-fated victim, she expired in torment. This Lady Macbeth of her 
time is said to have been called by the Saxon name of J.eog, signifying 
"a queen to he feared." Offa witnessed the retribution of I feuven, on 
the author oi' what was perhaps a crime hi which he had participated ; 
he lived, moreover, to repent. Desirous of re-establishing his character 
iu the estimation of the world, and to appease Ids remorse, or quiet the 
soul of the murdered prince, he paid great court, t.o the clergy, and as- 

■ Turner's An^b-S: xcjn.s. 
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sumed the monkish devotion of his tiroes. ITc even undertook a pil- 

pjmia'ii to Rome, to obtain absolution from tho bands of the sunretiw 
Pootiff. He was ordered to erect si cathedral over the remains of Ethel, 
bert; and on his return the Cathedral of Hereford ' was built, whither, 
as soon us it was completed, be removed the mangled relies of the 1 1I— 
starred prince, which bad boon dishonourably buried, si! l.be < inio of the 
murder, on the bauk of a amall river near the palace. The edifice was 
t lion solemnly dedicated in Hie name of the royal ma.rlvr, who had been 
p»,iou.l, cno-ked b, the P.,.. 

The shrine in which tbo a,she.sof St. Et.helbcrt repose is yet in existence, 
and sin vx.net representation of ike original may be seen in HtruM.'s Anglo- 
Hsixim Antiquities. " It consists of si curious piece of enamelled eopjier, 
lined with oak, which last is supposed to be part of the floor on which 
the murder of l.be saint was committed. Tbe machine held by tbe two 
attendants, on which the dead body lies, appears to be the bier on which 
the corpse was carried on the shoulders of attendants to the plaee of 
sepulture. The writing on (he tsiblet held by the attendant priest, is so 
obliterated as to render it impossible to be deciphered." 

Offa, who is said to have bestowed a tenth of his poods on the Church, 
having richly endowed 1 lie Cathedral of Hereford, founded also the Ab- 
bey of St. Alhan's; and surely if the practice of saintly virtues claimed 
oanoniiaiion, the houour was ineriled by Kthe-berf, who, when living, was 
beloved ami admired of all for Ins goodness and piety. Cine of the say- 
ings ntiribut.ee! to him was the following : '■ That the greater men were, 
the more humbly they ought to bear themselves ; for tbe Lord pntteili 
proud and mighty men from their seats, smd exalteth (lie humble and 
meek." 2 In (he centre of the Abbey of tit. Alban's may be seen a rude 
painting of tho monarch, with an inscription undernositli, settiuy: forth 
that it was founded by Offa in 793. 

The Abbey at Bath was likewise of Oila's foundation;. 1 he enriched 
the church sit Westminster, and made also rich gifts to Canterbury, and 
other places far beyond his own dominions. 

Retributive justice pursued all his i'sunily : his daughter Alfleda, mar- 
ried to lii.hclml of Northumberland, was beheaded, by her husband's 
orders, before :i year of nor marriage was past. It is said that this psdr 
were united at the very time of the murder of Ethelberl ; and Strult lists 
published :i envious picture: from an ancient Sax'on book in the Cottonian 
Library, representing the double marriage of the sisters, as if the nuptial 

1 Weever. s Holinshed. 

* After Ethel liner's i suv.lisv. OiT;l bed re n ni veil to iSatli, which city lie had aim- 
■:i n :>iti 1 aft,::- it Inn! Viiii-r. mem than two hundred yi :;:s a inter tbe dominion of the 
V.'evi. Bii ■mis, wlm liad i-oljiiill tbo Reoiau wails, eenpliiyiiii; in that, t.i.sl; She ruinii 
a!' teniplei, mausoleums, and triumnhal iirciies, dovastntej in their eouuuest un- 
;["v Ceauiin anil Cuthwin, a. n, S77, Roman setilptiiios had been inserted in 
these new walls for ovjemient. Thus (be city wes reineue'le:! amu'ilio'!: to the 
Siixon taste, and the Temple of Minerva converted into a Christian house of 
ceiis. lieaieated to i-i. 1'cr.e:': in ibis fijiiiidatLen Olfn pbiecii a society of tocu'.ar 
mine. — Collinson. 

26* XI 
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ceremony with Ktholbcrt, had actually taken place, — which is not unlikely, 
the better to secure the victim. 

Ethelred of Northumberland was put to death by his subjects in the 
vein- of Oll'a's demise, and his sun Kg [Vid, on whom his hopes were placed, 
died within a few mouths of his father: thus the line of (Mi became 
extinct, and io tho person of Egbert, the glorious .Mercian kingdom 
became merged in that of Wesses. 

Offa's grave was accidentally discovered in the churchyard of Hemel 
llcinpsiead. "Iu digging a vault, the sexton, when he had excavated 
the earth about four feet below the surface of the ground, found Lis spado 
sirike again?: something sold, which, upon inspection, proved to be a 
inrge wrought stone, the lid of a coffin; aod under it wart [bund the coil'm 
entire, which was afterwards taken up in perfect condition; but the bones 
conta.ined therein, on being exposed to (he air, wambled to dust. On the 
lid of the coffin is an inscription, partly effaced by time, but still suffi- 
ciently legible decidedly to prove thai it contained the ashes of tho cele- 
brated Ofta. The coi'tiu is about six. and a half feet long, and contains a 
niche or resting-place for the head, and also a. groove on each side, for 
the arms, likewise for the legs; it is curiously carved, and altogether 
unique of the kind." ' 

' McntlLy Ma'ia/int!, vol. xsvi. Ut'-i. 1st, Ibt'H. 
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Pride of l^ulbav^a — I'l-sri'jo il-berl.'^ ^aiiisim-.em — lie seebs shelter with Od'a. is 
i- e i'u r (id in>H ] ..i t: i 1 i ty — Flics to liie couvt .if Charlemagne— The Quern's influence; 

l-.i-V j|.:|llMLV.-, !!!!!( VllH!ii:t:V^ ciiUl-ai'ti.'! - Illi;iril;i::;.|L !!!' ].ev h asV.a ll ■ I — 11 PV lliltlful 

of Worr — Her attempts to ruin him — Kesistamic el' Bertric — The banquet — 
The poisoned cup — Dentil of tlio Kins; ami hi* friend — flight of the Queen — 
She seeks the court, of Chav.onoeoie; is well i-i'i;i:i vuil tlieve atiivst — Her beauty 
and her gifts — Change of pubiLu estimation C'liarlemaioie's sarcastic offer — 
The incautious reply of the widow — The Fanoeiov's cuiiiempt — His bestowal 
of a convent en her — Her conduct is Abbess — Her expulsion ami .-iee'ia-led 
position - I lev avvival at 1'avia and destitution — I lor death in misevy — II ev 
quaint epitaph — Delcsouion of her memory — Tit'.e of Queen not allowed by 
AnKLo-Ssixoiis— F.ehevfs successor.— The cinnvait of the sisters— The Abbess 
of Croyland— Witiaf s snjom-n and gi:tn ; his attachment to Jitheldritha— The 
Danes ~ Elfleda, daughter of Keuiilf— Her son Wistim — Rejected offer of Ber- 
ferth — Murder of Wistan. 

EadbTJRGA, the daughter of Offa, who had married Bertric, King of 
Kent, is said to have "borne herself very highly, on account of tier pa- 
rentage." 1 Her pride was ill-founded, for she inherited tbe worst finali- 
ties of bur mother, without any of her father's merits, being disdainful, 
capricious, and of violent passions. She is accused of baying incited her 
husband lleH.rie to banish Prince Egbert, the true heir to the crown, on 
pretence of bis being engaged in a conspiracy against hioi : there are, 
however, writers who say tiiat Egbert iled from ibo court of the West 
Saxons, because his father-in-law Bertvio had attempted his life; bis rea- 
son for the young prinoe'.s destruction being to remove a competitor for 
the throne, the title of Hubert, as son of Alchmond, though set aside in 
his favour, being superior to his own. The fugitive prince, whose story 
somewhat resembles that of Edwin of MorthutJiberland, sought protec- 
tion with Offa. But that monarch was not more kindly disposed towards 
him than his daughter and her husband, and Egbert was hnally com- 
pelled to seek his safety with Charlemagne in the court of Prance : in 
that country it was that the royal exile acquired the accomplishments, 
which enabled him, at a future period, to become so shining a character 
on the English throne. 1 

It is very probable that Eadburga used her io1luor.ee with her infatu 
ated husband, to prevent ids doing justice to Prince Egbert, even if she 
had not been the original cause of his misfortunes; for every act of her 
life proses that her power was exerted to an evil end, and 1.0 often d her, 
or to stand in tbe way of her will or her interest was at once to create in 
her an implacable enemy. She exercised unlimited control over her hus- 

' Speed. ' Hume 
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Laud, who t:-pjn)siscl her in nothing, and allowed her absolute dominion in 
all the concerns (if the kingdom. When other plans failed to revenge 
herself on those she considered her enemies, she Inula means to which 
■'.he did nut hesitate to have recourse, namely, poison ; and it is said. that 
ou id ore than one occasion she availed ln-r-ii>!t" of her damfcrnus knowledge 
of the property of drugs, to get rid of persons obnoxious to her. Her 
success ill these modes of vengeance, was, however, destined, in the end, 
i.o cause her downfall, and " ^be fell into the pit which she had digged 
foi- another," as her mother Qtieen Quendrida had done hefore her. 

Amongst the courtiers of lieririo was a young Ealdorman, named Worr, 
distinguished for worth of character and for accomplishments, to whom 
the King was extremely attached, and who had, in eonsccmenee, excited 
the jealous hatred of bladburga. Having used every art to destroy her 
husband's confidence in his friend, she resolved to eiTcet their separation 
by her customary method, in order to have no rival in the regard of 
Kertric. I'ut she did not contemplate the event, which occurred, and 
which at once deprived her of power and influence for ever. 

At a repast, at which both Worr and the King were present, she pre- 
sented the former with a cup, previou-ly dropped by her own hand, of 
which he unsuspectingly drunk, but at the same lime, by an accident 
which she did not foresee, liortne, taking the goblet from his friend, 
before she could prevent him, finished the remainder of the poison, and 
both, seized instant')- with agony, expired before her eyes together. 1 

The King being dead, lla-a burga, justly fearing the punishment she so 
wed deserved, and k moving that she had incurred the hatred of the people, 
not only by this, hut by many other crimes, without delay hastened to 
fly from the palace, and eventually contrived to make her escape into 
i<' ranee, tailing with her all the riches ami treasures she had been able to 
secure. Eadburga. thus laden with precious gifts, presented herself before 
the French throne, and there, tit first, her beauty find liberality procured 
for her a courteous reception; but the taunts and mockery by which she 
was afterwards repulsed, abundantly prove how soon the false Queen lost 
the esteem of her royal entertainer. Cluirlemagne was reminded by tier 
presence, that, her hand had beei; refused by the proud Mercian sovereign, 
her father, to his favourite sou Charles. As if in retaliation, the monarch 
is said to have offered lladburga, who was now a widow by her own act, 
tin: choice of either himself or his son, in these words: — 

" Eadburga, say, which do you choose for your husband; myself, or 
my sou, who inm stands beside mt:V To which the Queen, with cha- 
racteristic h:\il.y, returned : " If I am to have my choice, I. select your 
sou, because lie is the younger of tho two." On whieii the great King, 
smiling, answered: "If you had chosen toe. you should have had my 
son • but since you have preferred him, y.m shall hive, neither." 

Charlemagne, after thus venting the spleen lie yet felt on the score of 
his early disappointment, seemed to relax in his enmity, and gave to 
Eadburiia a. splendid innnastery. where she, exchanging her lay habit for 
that of a nun, presided, unworthy as she was, as abbess, during a few 

1 Hume, .■speed, Echard. 
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years. 1 Her evil disposition, however, unable to reconcile itself to this 
priYBOy, led her to conduct herself so ill in that capacity, that she was 
driven" from her own establishment with infamy, and reduced to the 
all.ioidance of one solitary female servant. Finally, I'iadburga, daughter 
of the powerful Offa, who had once been " clothed iu pnrple and fine 
linen." exclude! from the society of all her former Msoeiat.es, ivas reduced 
to such a condition of miserable poverty ami contempt, that, abandoned, 
shunned, and abhorred by all, site was forced to beg her daily bread in 
the streets of the city of Pavia, where she ended her days. Her case 
was publicly known, and many o) e-witnesses attest these facts, 5 which are 
given on the authority of Alfred the Groat to Asser. 

The following epitaph was written for this Princess, and is here intro- 
duced more for "its peculiar (juainlncss of expression^ than its appropriate- 
ness 1 to one so burthened with crimes unallurlcd to therein : — 

"I was, I aui not; smiled, (hat shine did weep; 
LabeiirM, that rest ; )' wak'd, that now must sleep : 
I played, 1 play net ; sun;.', fliat now am still ; 
Saw. that am blim.l ; T would, that, hn.ve no will. 
I fed that, which feuds worms ; I stood, I fell t 
I bade God save you, that now hid farewell. 
I fell-, I feel not; Ml owed, was pursued: 
1 ward, have peace ; 1 coinjuci-'d. lidi f-uV»lued. 
I moved, want motion ; I was stiff, that bow 
Below the earth ; then something, mailing now. 
I citeh'd, am caught ; I tnmd'il, here I lie; 
Lived in the world, that to the world now die." 

So universal was the detestation in which the crimes of Kadburga were held 
by the West Saxons, that upon the death of Pertrie, previous to their elect- 
ing a new king, they made a law thai, no female should reign in their country, 
i,iTl 1 i i u I ii id their future inonarehs to assume the title of 
Queen, on pain of their husbands being deposed. ,! In consc<-[uence of this 
hv. Podburga, wife of Egbert, was deprived of the regal honours, 6 and 
also' Osburgaj'thelwulfs 'first, wife. Through its infringement in favour 
of Judith, his seound consort, who was solemnly crowned, l-ltiielwuif had 
nearly been deprived of his kingdom aud authority. The law remained 
in fuc.' till (he rcii-n of Edgar, after wl.iieh it fell into neglect and ceased 
to bo observed, the' wives of the Saxon Kings being always styled Queens 
or Rcginse, and sharing with them in the coronation solemnity, being 
anointed, crowned, and sitting in the chair of state by their side; the 
pBTtioularB of which honours, derived thenceforth through their royal 
partners, are yet extant. 

Egbert, the eldest sou of Alchmoud, was, on Bertric's death, recalled 
jVni i ;'"!■■' ranee, and being the sole surviving descendant of the race of the 
mi'dity Odin, became King of Wesscx, and finally chief of the Saxon 
He ptarchy. _____^__________ 

i Spend. s Ibid. s Heywood's History of Women. 

' SiLXou Chronicle. 

• The King's wife bore the title of Mafdiff, or lady. — Sim. Dunelm. 

■ Selden's Titles of Honour. 
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On comparing the oondncf of the tan listers, Ethehlrilba and IJc.b 
buvga, we are almost tempted to believe tint the difference in their 
parentage, which some authors have asserted, reaily did exist, and that 
■f 1:0 former was not the ■";;: i;i;in oi- of Quendnda. 

During the space of forty years, the gentle find unfortunate reel use 
KlhelcHiiia lirei; tit Crnyla.iLd, in the exorcise of every virtue, for which 
she bee:;nio so revered, that her Dsmo was, after oieatii, included in the 
saintly calendar. Hospitality, nut the least, feminine or leiist Christian 
viilm:, was extended by her to the fugitive prince Witlaf, 1 when perse- 
cuted by King Egbert. Witlaf was sheltered by JMieldritha durin<: 
a period of four months, in consequence of which circumstance he added 
to the privileges granted to the monastery by preceding kine;s, that 
of sanctuary within the five waters of Croyland. lie also gave his purple 
corona i ion robe, "to be made into a cope for the use of the priest who 
ministered at the hoi) altar,'''' and his golden veil, embroidered with the 
Fall of Troy, to be suspended against the walls at his anniversary or 
birthday; and besides these gifts, those of bis gilt cup, embossed with 
figures of vinedressers lighting with dragons, which he called his eruei- 
bolnm, and the horn which bo used at his table, for the elders of the 
monastery to drink out of at festivals, and to remember him iu their 
prayers." This charter was dated A. D. 833. The worthy Abbess, on 
her death, was interred at Croyland, on which occasion the grief of Wulaf 
was so poignant that he could hardly be withdrawn from her tomb. As 
a still further testimony of bis a flection and regard for her memory, he 
caused his Queen Celfred, and their sou Wimotitl, at their death, to be 
interred by her side. Put, as if the spirit of Ethel be rt was still raging 
for vengeance on (Mi's race, in the yea.r 870, Croyland ,"Uonastery~was 
ravaged by the Danes, who broke open all the tombs in hopes of plunder. 
"There were on the right band of St. Gutkc's tomb, the monuments of 
Cissa, P.eceelin and Abbot Si ward ; on the left, the tombs of Jvjbert, the 
sot-rotary of Gothic, St. Talwine. St. rltholdnlba, Queen Cclireda, ' and 
Wimond." Being disappointed of their object, these barbarians laid the 
bodies on a heap, and sotting tiro to them, burnt the church and convent 
together, three days after their arrival. " Previously to this desecration. 
'Strmwidf, who became King on his brother Witlaf s death, a. d. 838, 
when marching through Croyland, had despoiled the monastery of all 
that Witlaf and the Mercian Kings bad bestowed upon it, bavins seized 
on all the money he could lind there, with a vast number of jewels atitl 
other ornaments bestowed for decorations on the church. 5 At a later 
period, the King, however, made restitution to Croyland for this robbery. d 

Wimond, who had fori rly married PJdecia, daughter of K.cmdi", was 

deprive,.! of bis rights as heir to Witlaf, by his uncle lioornwulf : nor was 
this all. Bcornwulf and his sen Perfcith together, concerted to put to 

' Sometimes spelt Withlaf and Wigliilaf. * Dugdale. a Willis's Abbeys. 

'Tingdiilc, Willis, Ingulplraa. ■ Itoger of Wen cloy er. 

1 He died fro''-, and during tiit reizn. which las:*:. I thirteen years, the name of 
Kis cmsi.vt, i!\w:, !S.-t].:ea. ii(;e.ii!ii.!;i.ie-.l l'v iljn rilli' l!< eir.a, v.as I'reie.ujj;: v ai;- 
petidod to his in t-Iie royal charters arantei.l M the church ci Worcester: an 
aii.'i!d....i.-r; proof that the law made in Wes.sex did not affect the other Qucias of 
the Heptarchj. 
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tli-iili 'Vi.-tan, ki'.y. '■■'■' Vi'iniond ;n 1 ■ 1 i'lifioda. an amhibh: and pious prince, 
who. led by his disposition lo religion, loft, his affairs, on Wit.i:if 'h death, 
in the lusnds of his mother, who is esteemed a queen by our writers, mid 
of his nobles. Berfertb, knowing Elfleda's hand would convey ;i strum: 
title to the sovereign power, soughi her fur hi? wife, th:uig;i in reality his 
aunt by relationship. 1 

In conformity with this plan, liovl'erih sent, his messengers to ask the 
Queen's hand in marriage, Ulrleda, however, was utterly unconscious of 
t.iie perfidious plot of her pretended lover, and deferred sending any 
answer tiil siie had consulted with her son and the nobles ef the land. 

Wistan was accordingly requcsied (.0 give an opinion respecting the 
proposed match, when he gave the following answer : — 

"My dearest mother, bear in viiud that Berfcrtk, who now seeks you 



kiss of pence." Wistan on this walked towards him. saying, "In the 
name of Holy Peace, that which is God himself, I kiss thee, so that in 
His name i may be kissed by tlree." Berferth, who bad at that, moment 
no respect for his King, or regard for the laws of God, stealthily drew his 
sword, and striking the Trims! on his bead, while in the act of embracing 
him, he shattered the skull to pieces, while one of his followers ran the 
royal victim through the body with a sword. The rest of the young 
King's attendants; wen) a!so put to death. This crime was perfetratod 
June 1st, 840; but the judgment of Heaven fell on Berferth for the 
deed, who, even on the spot, was seized.it, is said, with a raging madness, 
so that he was never permitted by God either to marry the Queen, or 
mount to the throne which he desired. ! 

' Capgrave. 

* Consrvnm^ St. Wistan, consult William si' Mnjacsliiiry, boot; ii., oh. 13; 
and Itarleiaii .VI;!., 2:>.>1 Jj<: 3Lirt'jrio 8. Wisluni. He is commemorated on 
June 1st. 
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fae .sranJ-tiaiu-pliif- of OITji'h Queen— Her great abilities and the- high position she 
holds in the state — She is left j^uaiTiian to her Tilling brother "Kenelm — Her 
ii '' IJ'ir.ffimiMa :,-t:,.jl,r,l to the yr.-.,njx, Ki;]- Mis lnt„r Ascobert— The trai- 
torous iltHiE!i= of i(iji>Ti;lr:ili) on !.Im; life of Keeel m— Ascobert agrees to aid her 
plans — Ken elm's dream — His uneasiness— He informs his nurse, who inter- 
prets it — Aware of his ibmser, he remove to a. secure place — The Castle of 
Kenil worth chosen as his a.bode— The f.oui'.y of the Kenefms— The hunting ex- 
cursion to Clint Wood— Tlie murder of the young; IVince, and concealment of 
his body in a pit— Quenrtridtt mounts the throne— Is suspected by the people 
—Driven from the soveniment, wired is given to her uncle Kenulf— She as- 
sumes a religious habit, but returns her patvimonv. the Ahhey of Winchcomb— 

Touching legend of the reveiatii-n at li e of the i1iei.Ui of Kenelm— Discovery 

of the body — Canonization of r-rio murdered I'voiec— Chapel built — Quendrida's 
scorn— The judgment of Heaven nu her — Her death. 

The name of Quendrida. is unfortunate in its repute; for Qiiccnlri.l;i. 
the grand-daughter of the guilty Queen of Oll'.t, inherited the bad reali- 
ties of the degraded Queen who disgraced the high lineage of Ohavle- 
!]inf-rni', which she claimed. 

F.llleda. daughter of Offa and Quendrida, after the death of Ethelred, 
King of Northumberland, had united herself to Kenulf of Mercia, 
fourth in descent from Wiltba, the father of the warlike Penda. Kenulf 
had succeeded to yuuug Egbert's short reign, nml soon became distin- 
g'lishod by the virtue and piety of his conduct, By her muni ape with 
Keiiulf, Elileda had three children, Quendrida, iiurganilda, and Keneiiii. 
Another daughter of Kenulf, named Prenna, became Queen of the Picts, 
hut it does not appear whether she was also his daughter by Elfieda, or 
some former consort. 

Even during the lifetime of Kennll', the Princess Quendrida toot her 
seat in the witenagemote of Mercia; so that it is probable thai, either 
ionic principality had devolved on her byinhoritimco through lier mother, 
or by gift of her father, or else she was indebted for the honour of a place 
in the council to her father's partiality and her own talents. In the 
witen a gemote held in London, in 8T1, Elfleda, her mother, and Quen- 
drida, were both present, as appear* from the signatures, among which is 
that of Quendrida, who styles herself " the Kino's daughter." 

Prom this fact of Quendrida having been honoured with a seat. In the 
Stai.e councils of her father's reign, she mast have early entered into. 



A monument of Keuulf's 
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comb, in Gloucestershire, the Mercian capital. Kenulf, at his death, was 
interred within its sacred wa.lls. lie had reigned twenty-four years, and 
died ;i. natural death, a circu instance worthy of record in those days, 
leaving his crown to his young son Keaclm. This is recorded in the 
following quaint lines : — 

" In the fonrc and tweu tithe yeve of his kyngedom 
Kcaulfe went out of this vtorMt ar.d ro timji.yu of hevenecom; 
Jt was after that ourc lm-ii in his moder alyghte, 
Eigte hondrcd yev and niiyLoiiueeo, by a counter rigte, 

titime Konehn, his ;,-(>:ipi sum;, inn his seven ik' yore 
Kyng was yinaii aft or him, they ho yong were." 1 

On his deathbed Kenulf had besought his eldest daughter Quendrida 
to take charge of the young Keuehu, bis heir, then, as these lines assure 
us, only seven years of age. 2 In thus entrusting the infant King to 
Q-.'mrnbidn, Kenulf overlooked the more amiable Jhirganihk, his younger 
d'n; filter, and made a false estimate of the character of his children. 
They were, indeed, very different in disposition ; fur though the aged 
King might esteem Queiidj'ida, by her abilities, more competent to fulfil 
(he duties of cuardiun to her luaithu^.Borgannda is said to have loved 
the little Kenelm with a sister's a flection., even to his life's end; 3 while 
the ambitions Princess Quendrida. planned only how to get rid of the inno- 
cent child, who was an obstacle in her path to the sovereignty. 3 The 
heinous crime which the Mercian Princess apparently meditated from the 
first, in the more appalling from the exceedingly amiable character of the 
lil tie King, her brother, whieli very early disposed him to acts of piety 
and virtue. 6 

Quendrida began her scheme by attempting !o destroy Kenelm by 
poison, and for that purpose caused a strong draught to he prepared, 
which 'she offered to him with her own hand, but it failed to take the 
effect she had anticipated, so that for this time she was foiled of her 
intention. 

Ascobert, tutor or persona', guardian of the young Kenelm, had long 
beheld Quendrida with a. lover's admiration. This man the Princess cor- 
rupted from ids duty, by the gift of a large sum of money, and a promise 
(hat she would favour' bis suit. As this would render Ascobert the 
sharer with Quendrida in the regal power, he undertook to put his young 
charge to death. 6 

About this period the monkish chroniclers inform us that the young 
King, having fallen asleep, dreamt a miraculous dream. He saw a tree 
stand bv his bedside, and " the height thereof touched heaven, and it 
shined as bright as gold, mid had fair branches full of blossoms and fruit. 
And on every' branch of this tree were tapers of was burning and lamps 
aliu:li t, which was a glorious sight, to behold; and he thought that ho 
tjiiii."..'! upon the tree, and Ascobert, his governor stood beneath and 

I Vita S. Kenelmi, MS. Coll. Trim Oxon. No. 57, Arch. 
'Gaston, Holinslicd, I'a'.griLvc, Buller, Spoort ; lirit. Siiuota. 

II Langhornij Chron. * Brit Sancta. ■ Caxton. 
" Brit. Sanota, Fftlgravo, Lingard. 

27 
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hewed down this tree. lie. stood on: and when this tree was foiled down, 
the holy young King was heavy and sorrowful, and he thought there 
Came a fair bird which flew up to heaven with great joy." 

Kenelni, on awaking, in much wonder, related this dream to his 
nurse iVolwolyn, who, on hewing it,, was much grieved, and interpreted 
it to signify that his sister and the traitor A scobert had fahely conspired 
his death ; '■'f.r." .said she, "he hai.h promised Quendrida to slay thee 
and it. ^grdiioih that he .smiteih down the tree that stood by thy bedside, 
arid the biid that thou sawost fly up to heaven, signifieth ihy'soul, that 
angels shall bear up to heaven after thy martyrdom." ' 

Whether any previous observation* of the nurse had led her thus to 
inku-uret the dream of the young Priuee, or whether a super natural power 
of divine inspiration, as is asserted, guided her in tin-' interprelatior., her 
admonition was not thrown away on her young eharge, who belool; him- 
self forthwirh to a more secure place of abode. To" this eiretunsianoe is 
to he asenbed (lie firsl foundation of the noble structure of Kenilwortb. 
a word which literally means King Holme, or Kenehn, his " woarth" or 
"place of ssfcty." s Thai, the young monarch resided there, is l.daiu from 
the remainder of the particulars of his sad history, which all connect 
themselves with the immediate neighbourhood. The residence of Kenelni ;1 
continued to be a royal palace tilfthe reign of ITcnry III., who granted 
it to a member of the Kenelm family, " in whose family," says W cover. 
" il. is thought to he continued at this day, in Iho person of Lord Clinton.'' 
He subjoins a carious article on the name of Kenehn. and assets that all 
the persons in whose name the word IToline is compounded, of whom he 
gives a list, were originally of one family. 

The youth and innocent lite of Kenehn did not, however, influence the 
feelings of his treasonable guardian. The fatal eahu-trophc soon arrived. 
One day Aseobert, pretending to tahe him out on a bunting excursion, 
led him astray into a wood, named flout, 1 where he fell an easy victim! 
After cutting oil' bis bead, the murderer drew the body into a great valley, 
between two high bills, where; lie dug a deep nit, ini.o* which be threw the 
royal corpse, and laid the head upon it. 6 This deed accomplished, Aseo- 
1 Caxton's Golden Legend. ^ Weever'u Ancient Funeral Monuments. 

: ' " King Holme, Ills home" fSJax.), was at one time unite;! to tlie sec of Here- 
ford. Kojij, vv.jitli, iiceoriiiiifi- to Uiindiili:-, y.-.v. an ancient demesne n; (he ernKn. 
ant had in this S:.\:m 1 liii,:.- within il- precincts a eristic which slo-d i •,.>■., « 
]>iace ealled Holme Hill. 

' Caxton'e Golden Uireud; Lan^horaii Chron. 

> A M.S. I'srdter present oil to Queen M'urv, in 1o,*.:l. J,y Llahlwlii Smith, a citizen 
of London, contains the representation ■ ■ i" K'enelm. Khic. of Mer-ciri. Inneiv,' y. : [h 
his r.ttetiihuus. There is a difference of opinion iimon!: anthers as to vhotner 
accident ev design crowed the death of Die young J.un^ : rind M.-dsiiesbui-y, who in- 
clines to "ho former opinion. concisely int'orm:. i\s th:,: hi.- si-ter fOii.inirVbi, with- 
nurany mrihcie/.i- intent ion, was tie: innocent e-conden ef his derr-tlr. witlica!, how- 
ever, relating the pa.rlicidrir.s of :h.r m t.-i-ii i'-n t . Mere modern nudi.-.rs ncci-se ejiice,- 
drida of the crime. According to the MS. I'saHor, wir-idi eontrim- tl'o pi dure 
referred to. he was murdered Au-wt !'i. a. „. s,10. !nl ,} the illnminatae ai'Teed 
wO::. Uie eoh.ion that QuemirMiL k,i» mitlior of the crime. A se,:;m:i rn.^Oi:-. 
final the .MS. INaiter reo:f;-en<s ihe roeo'cides in the net of threwh: ■■ f'e dead 
body of the King into a pit, — SlrtUt. 
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bert returned to claim his promised reward from the partner of his guilt. 
It does not, however, appear that he received any share of the adminis- 
tration, though he became the accepted lover of (.he guilty Qr.ondnd:;, 
who. overjoyed fit. her success, lost no nine in assuming 'he regal dignity, 
and at the tame lime commanded that, upon pain of death, no man should 
speak of the unfortunate Kenelm. The Queen, thus arrived at the sum- 
ji'iil: of her guilty ambition, was, nevertheless, w^ajehed by a T'ower bibber 
than any on earth. Suspicion had na.turally attached itself to her of 
be-in 2 author el' the bile King's death, a.s the only person benefited by it. 
but. as. yet no one dared to accuse her. Still the Mercian* disdained the 
government of a female us much a? the West Sasons, and having bad an 
instance of the deposal of a queen by that nation, in the excellent hot 
inefficient Hexhurga. wife of Cenwaleh, were not slow in availing them- 
selves of the precedent. They accordingly deprived Q.uendrida of the 
authority she had usurped, and for which siie had not hesitated to shed 
the innocent blood of her own brother, and placed upon the throne, in 
her stead, her uncle Ceolwulf. 1 

On this event Quendrida testified some sign* of craitritio-i, whether sin- 
cere or otherwise, by assuming a nun's habit. Although she had lost 
her crown, she still retained her patrimonial inheritance, the Abbey of 
"Wiiicheleomb, bequeathed to her by her father, over which she now as- 
sumed the government. She could only have kept the supreme power a 
very short time, for the death of her father Kernilf, and aooeaaion of 
Kenelm, are u'xed in the year 810 ; and Ceobvulf, who, succeeded herself, 
and reigned ftco ynrrs, must also have begun to reign at the same date, 
for he was deposed in 821, by Beornwulf^ a Mercian, whose only title to 
the crown was opulence and power. If, however, as Holiushed tells us, 
Ceolwulf did not. mount the throne till 823, the length of Qucndnda's 
reign would be extended by several years. 

After her deposition, Quendrida is frequently mentioned in the Kng'i^li 
councils willi the titles of "Abbess'" and •' Heiress of Kenulf." That 
she Wits a nun at the time of the Council of Clovesboe, appears also from 
one of them. She was, however, compelled by King Beoniwulf to com- 
pound with "vVr.'itYed, Archbishop of Canterbury, for the land which her 
father had wrested from him. 2 

The death of the ill-fated Kenelm has formed the favourite theme of 
many a monkish chronicler, and given birth to the following touching 
legend. His fate bad been revealed at. Home by the appearance of a 
white dove, which alighted on the altar of St. Peter's, when the Pope 
was a: mass, and let fall from its beak a scroll, on which were inscribed, 
the following words in letters of gold: — "In Clcnt, in Cowbage, Ke- 
nelme, kynge born, lyet.h under a tborne, bis head off-shornc." Mass be- 
iag over," the Pope showed the scroll to the people, but- no one present 
except ;il lln irishman, could inform him of Us meaning. On which he 
sent an embassy to England, to Archbishop W i.liVed and the clergy, de- 
siring that the spot called Cowbage, in the wood of Clent, named in the 
scroll, should be searched throughout. The papal mandate was obeyed, ard 
' Lingard. s Ibid. 
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the result was the discovery of the body of the young King. It follows that 
many miracles are said to have attended the discovery of his holy relics,. 
The legend goes on to tell how a white cow was instrumental in d"i:-ctirj« 
atti'Tition to the spot so much sought for. "This tow belonged to a ikkt 
widow, and being daily driven into Clent Wood, mas used to find its nay 
to tin: valley where Kenelm was burled, and [hough it remained without 
nuiirishnien; through mit the whole day, at niiht returned with the other 
animals, in buffer condition than they, and would yield inure milk." 1 
The name of Cowbage had been given to the valley in eonso.jueuce, am I 
tile [aei had become so well hnowu, that, the Archbishop and hi- friends 
found the place without difficulty. 

The people of Mercia dared not remove the body, for fear of Quen- 
drida's anger; but. the Archbishop and his friends, less scrupulous, trans- 
ferred the mangled remains of the murdered monarch with 'great, solem- 
nity to the Abbey of Wincheomb, where they were enshrined, and fro^n 
that time treated as those of a mini ; Kenelni being shortly after canon. 
ized by the supreme Pontiff.' The record proceeds in the true spirit ;■!' 
' Caxton. 

■' The Chapel of St. Kenelm is mentioned by Kas.li in his History of Worcester, 
as :;iiai:oioia -irocture nu die south-east, side of Clem. Hill, in (lie parish if .Italic 
Owen, mi insulated d[sirici L-.fl.-!. K ii:i; io .Sl-.i-fjii-Jii,-,.. altiu.on'i part ,,;■ 'I:.- cfai .... 
yard if said to la- in ,^ia|ba':isi.iir ; (he jmrlmr remitriis, "It is no oic^y m a ' te r 1 l 
reeoaodc the tradition of (he nlaoe /which fixes tin; snot where the mura. r v. i- 
caneail-e:i. aial the l>:::lv first interred a! Cowback or Cowolale. within the p-r-di 
of Clout 1. with (he legendary account of it: tin- iiio lejrcnd niliri,,- tlia.t a --.v ,:■ 
■:>f v. n-.t r,u-i;o;l out on tin; discovery ,,f the rov:-,l infant's, body. \V 1B , J r the 
tiehi -lill called Cowbecl, there is no spline: .>■' wi'.tci'. and yet noi on'y lei,- .iv- 
dilion Ins determined llml for the spot where Kenelm was murdered l.r; -|j.. 
words above oiled [one version of f.he legend rims: "In Clent. Coy.- natolm !■;...' 
ne.ine. k:n K i.eanie, lyeth under a (borne, I caved anil bereaved "I point it cut 
e.M..re~sly to bave been in Clent. Cowbacb. | I'.uf.b Hidden nod llutlev sev tint 
Cawdale Pasture, where tins well was -inn; ted. "was in (he south nari of Stiitfrrd- 

*'""'■ ™ 'he 1 'I'-'rs of Worcestershire. | At, the rust end of St. Koiicbn : s ft v-] 

is ;. lice c„:l plentiful spring i-i. i. (ill of Into years, there w:is a well (lew. in- 
deed, a c! up; hundsoniely coped -.-.- i f 1 1 -tone, ain' inuch resorted to. !:■■ h ; ..- ..e 
and since the Uol'cnriaticu. by the sat orstbions vulpur fV.v the euro of sore eyes 
mid oilier maladies This we'd is mentioned in a enuri-roll of lbae-",-, \| :...;', ■ 
second o: l-Lii ward IV.. when the jury present " i;in,d .lohannri Mayeoecupal eonu- 
taauiii, et i'oiLtetn i-i. Kemhiii, ,Vc." Now, unless we suppose that the she of the 
preset:! eiiiipe! was the aiiidenl f:owhaok-, and tlie Kutils of Clent since contracted 
into a narrower compess f'or both Hie cbapol and sprinj.'. io-elber vita [..,i a .;' 
tlie :aaiie!cry, rsvs :;:>w within tl,,. manor of I'.nrnsloy ana parish c: [I ale.- Cweny 
v-e e:ust eit::,-i eetire.y reject the leeea.l, supported as it is by (he remain' of 
the l:c.y we'd and iiic ehnpel, wiiich s:ill bears the name of Ht. Keiioliu's, mid 
aibods besides a very ancient specimen .,[' rude (•nvcn s.eulpl.urc over (.he smell 
door, ccrrespondica; with t].:i: early nj;o; or else v.e nmst adhere to t.bo '.radi- 
iiciaoy spot of lis murder mid intoiacen). the presonl. I'.'owbaek : ar.d in dm! 
ease it. will be difficult to accovml. lor (be holy well, and the eroeline: of the e!:a:.e! 
lit tie ibs'ance efnesr n mile I'ecrii the true '.bice nf interment." 

"My opinion on this obscure point is, that Kenelm was laurderei) in the field 
new ended Cowback, but (he corpse was buried in or adjoinine: In the site of tlio 
presera chiiiiel, nu I be ereetii.ii; of ivhieh, to tie braiour'ef this royal ro.et.li (w |,c 

was scan after ear i?,ed for n snintj, and (lie -resit resort of persons wba eauie 

thither to make their otferii:a;s at his altar, the artful priest who ollieiulea iie:rc, 
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credulity, "That when the saint's body was brought to the, 

abbey, the bulla sounded without the help of man, and rung of their own 
accord. Quendrida, the abbess, hearing llio noise then inquired, 'What 
all this ringing meant?' whereupon sho was informed that thu body of 
her brother Kenelm wan being brought into thu abbey; to which she 
answered scornfully, 'Thai, in as true as bolb mine even ben falls upon 
this bofcc' And on this, beholding wil.li indignation a solemn procession 
of clergy and people pans by her window to honour his funeral, she took 
up her j 'suiter, and read, us it were, against, him the imprecation of the 
108th Psalm, 'in which, when she had proeeeded as far aa that verse, 
' This is thu work of them who defame me to thu Lord, and who speak 
evil against my soul,' her eyes suddenly fell out of her head upon 
the very verse she was reading, and stained the book with tier blood. 
Queiiiinda's primer was kepi, for a testimony of this miracle, in the Abbey 
of Winebcomb, till thu dissolution of that house, it still retaining the 
marks of her blood." Not long after the Abbess-Queen expired most 
wretchedly, and her body nnhonoured by funeral pomp, was east forth, 
to use the* words of the legend, " into a foul mire :" and who is there 
that reads the record of Qucttdridas's crimes and their deserved punish- 
ment, but must regard the death of the young Kene'nt as enviable in 
comparison, and perceive that, even on this earth, there is a retributive 
justice awarded to the guilty! 

finrliiig a sorim; of water in tin: chapel-yard, which might possibly have, acme 
medicinal virtue in it, inept likely trumped i;;. t.:iis tn'.e, which, in those days of 
ignorance and superstition, easily met. with credit, ami thereby drew u still 
pvujUii' r:ui,raor of persons hither, in hopes to find a tare for their bodies as well 

■' Wicli regard to the fa brie, no pact of it except the south door appears older 
thiiii Henry the Third'; lime, and I am rather inclined i.o think it of later dale; 
but the arch and columns of the south door are undoubtedly part of the old 
Saxou chapel which ivas erected here soon after the discovery of Kin;; Kuiiulrirs 

"As this chapel was never privileged with the right of sepulture, no monu- 
ments or in sari prions occur, nor are there any arms or other ornaments in the 
windows. The tower is a very elegant piece of Gothic architecture, and rudely 
adorned with niches and pinnacles. 

"Oa tlie outside of the oha.pe! wall, fronting (he south, is carved a rude figiiro 
of a child, with two fingers of the right hand lifted up in die ancient, form of 
giving the benediction. Above the liead of the l'i- iljo is curved a crown, which 
pvi'jetis several inches from the wall. No doubt the whole was meant for a re- 
presentation of St. Kenelm," [Sash's "Worcesiershin-, copied from Antiquities 
of Shropshire: see also in Nash's work, p. 107, and in flcntlcuian's _Magn/,iiie, 
rol. lixii. p. 1177, a picture of the Chapel of St. Kenelm.] 
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0SJ3URGA AND ETHELSWTTHA, 

QUEENS OP ETHELWULF AND BURHRED. 

The mutiioi- uf Alfred the Great — End Osluc, her father, cup -bearer to King 
Ethel wulf— Wars witli the Danes— Tlio Kin- first internicd for the Church— 
His choice of the cup-hearer's daughter— lier virtues ami jjidustry — Needle- 
work of the Anglo-^a.xun ladies— The live s.ni- of Oslmrga — Her daughter 
Ethelswytha married to the Kirif: uf Meroia— The title i.f Qoeen revived — The 
Danes overrun Herein.- Sobdue Burln.-d, ami iVn-ce it i in to abandon his coun- 
try—He dies at Hume— 1 tin Queen f„lhms mm. anil dies cm the road— Alfred's 
infancy — Prayer of Osliiirgta — The story of tlm ilbmiuated book of SaxoD 
Terse— The children's anxiety— Alfred's ve-ulation ami success— The pilgrim- 
age to Rome of Ethe'.milf, aceoin^iriim! t,y his yrnin" soil— Uncertainty re- 
specting Osburga— .Ki-hchvull's return ivi'.h Judith, the French princess— Death 
of Osburga, 

No biography could lie more interesting than that of the mother of 
the great Alfred, (.lie most endeared monarch of the Anglo-Saxon rate; 
a true hero, whoso deeds are authenticated, and who is not a visionary 
object of the admiration of posterity, like the renowned champion, King 
.Arthur, of romantic celebrity. Unfortunately, too little of her to whom 
Alfred owed his existence is known. Osbnrga was the daughter of Earl 
Oslae, a descendant of Whitgar, the nephew of Cerdic; consequently her 
station, though inferior to that of tlie niunarch whose wife she became, 
was dignified, and her birth equal. Her father Oskc filled the post of 
oup-bearer to King Iv.bolwulf, which was ono only entrusted to a per- 
in whom the utmost confidence could be 
in an age when poison was so frequently 
rid themselves of those they dreaded or hated. 

Ethel wulf had succeeded to the kingdom of Wessex after the death 
of his cc'cbriitcd father Hubert, who had had 1.0 wage continual war with 
those redoubted invaders the Northmen, and, though often victorious, left 
his kingdom still threatened by them on every side. Ethel wulf 's cha- 
racter was by no means warlike: he had been educated by a priest, 
Bwit.hun or .Swithin, of Winchester,' and had even, it, is said, taken the 
post of sub-deacon of the same church when he was called to the throne. 
His life of seclusion probably rendered him, at the beginning of his reign, 
little ambitious, and he was content to choose as his wife, instead of some 
foreign princess of higher pretensions, the good and pious Osburga, the 
daughter of his cup-bearer, whom he had probably opportunities of 
knowing and esteemiag. 

' William of Malmesbury. 
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As Osburga is never named by historians as remarkable for personal 

nit raet ions, her merit. no doubt, reooniinended her to the notice of the 
sovereign ; her '■ industry," as well as her piety, is, however, (he theme 
of all 1.1 ic chroniclers ; ' and from the few anecdotes which have been 
handed down respecting her, there is reason to suppose that she, like 
many jirir.ccssos who preceded her, was ai-qualit'cd wish literature, which, 
at that lime had attained a very remarkable height of cxeel'.eiiee, owing 
to the exertions of learned churchmen.' 2 It would hive heen interesting 
to posterity, if the writers, who mention Qneen Osburgn.'s diligence, had 
described r-cme of the elaborate work whieh occupied her leisure ; stteli 
performances being considered so inioort.ant, that a minute account of 
them was net. looked upon as beneath the dignity of history. There have 
come down to us many charming atal curious s pee miens of Haxon art in 
the form of needlework, of which details are given ;, and from the talent 
in the family of Osburga, her own may he surmised. Wo know that 
some of her greal-grancchildreu, daughters of Edward the Elder, were 
particularly noted for iheir skill in this feminine accomplishment, and 
that her piety also was inherited in an eminent degree by her children. 

Queeu Osburga had five sous, 1 all of whom, except the first, wdio died 
in infancy, successively wore the English ernwu after '.lit.ir father's death. 
The youngest of these princes was bom A. D. 849, at Wanating, or 
Want;;i_'e,'' a royal manor-house e;' (lie .Anglo-Haxon monarehs, where 
Osburga was at that time residing. This child, no other than he who 
was afterwards known ns Alfred the Great, seems from his earliest 
infancy, to have awakened the tenderest interest, in those around him, 
especially of Ids fond parents, whose favorite be is reported to have been. 
As soon as I lie I'riuee was old enough to receive the instructions of any 
preceptor, he was consigned by his mother to the care of Hi. S within, 1 
then Jjishop of Winchester. 

Besides the five sous of Osburga, she had a daughter named Ethel- 
gwytha, 1 who was probably one of the eldest-born of her children : she 
wtis married io Burhred, King of Mereia, who bad solicited the aid of 
her father against tiie refractory J'rilons, then under lioderick the Great, 
ravaging his kingdom. The powerful King Kthelwu'.f, joining his forces 
with those of "Burhred, however, compelled the Britons to ohedionce ; 
and the marriage of Ethelswytha took place at Chippenham, in Wilt- 

' Palgrave, Turner, Kemble. 

5 Asser calls Osbavj.ii " l\cmina nobilis, iagenis, nobilio et genera." 

' Standards were woven by Danish ladies, ol' width siran^e marvels are re- 
lated by Asser. 

' Bayle, Raleigh. ' In Berkshire. ' Spelman. 

' The names of Saxon women were genernHj .-kail fie. tut of Home circumstance 
in their rum dentin v. or t::-.-. liisturv nf their thrn'ly Thus, . I'ltae'swytha signified 
very imiiin; rsclcthryllai. >.t yntid t'hmttaier; Klilii'lJit, llie t'/ -J !,.,(;!<■ ; linage, the 
hrtlacki; .UtliuliVilljii, hobU. «>„! ■pou-erfid ; Adelove, tin: wd,U -ii'ii',-; EaJliiirii, tin: 
Liippii !-U'! : :t:; ilctitwiie. odl as tt ensile; linitk'il, the lmpv : i pn</i,<i.!vy; Adeitleda, 
tl.e wth'i- }i,-i- : n. m-.c,-/; .fclf.ovi, ■_> i o '■//■/■■ii.-;iir; I 1 tl I Ihel-ifa, 

the tub!, ,;■!!'!; Wvcii'ritdii, the j,sao:. ■■/' man; .LXielhchl. the -acids war-iioJiks.;, 
iHmn-li^ihn-ah-nisiy us an elf. [Turner.] 
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shire, with great pomp and rejoicing, during the festival of Easter, — the 
union being a highly popular one. 

It was on this occasion that both Kthelsvvvt.ha and her mother Osburga 
received the title of Queen, and were allowed nil the honours and C\<ju\- 
ties annexed to the rank, forfeited through the crime!; of Eadburga 
daughter of Offa, King of Mereia, and since then not accorded, by the 
Saxon law, to the wiles of their sovereigns. 1 Ethelswyt.ha afterwards 
subscribed her name, in conjunction will) her husband, in the manner 
exemplified in the Old licgister, at 1 i i tir is 11 h II 
This Oneon also affords rather a singular instance of a Queen of Th-glnnd 
being permitted by law, in (hat day, as at present, to give a contract as a 
fniir.m v,k. Tn the Cbartuleric of the Abbey of Abingdon, she alone 
bestows lands, by charter, to Cut.hwu.lf, her servant. 

Ethelswytha shared her husband's subordinate throne for twenty-two 
years; at the end of which time the still-en croaohjrjg Danes, removing 
from Lindsay fo llopt.on-iipoii-Tronr, tool; up (heir qunrlcrs there for the 
winter, and compelled llurhred to fly from his dominions, which they 
farmed out to Kihvulf, one of Durhred's household servants, contingent on 
his surrendering it to them at command. All Mercia was now overrun 
by the Banes, under their King Healfdene ; their insolence, increased 
with their successes, and their ravages and cruelties were extreme, 
liurhreil, unable further to eonlend with such foes, left his kingdom, and 
sought an asylum at Heme, where he died verv shortly after his arrival, 
and was hurled in the c hurch of Saitfa Waria, belonging to the Saxon 

■ i)s)inr;.'n hot-soli ivas this sec ! queen who bed boor, deiiicd t lie railleries «? 

r,,y;,.ivm VWhscx: neili.or onjoyim; the royal title, nor the seat by her bnsbe.ml's 
suk 1 -a tie: chair ,:: se.lo, woioh i:iob:;::ly oucooniocl ;,i: idea of he'- birlh boj-,- 
ignoble. [Spec,].] The first who suliered irmn tlie crimes of her iircdoeo^or 
by tins .iiii)!t:uti!iii of [lie dignity usually accorded l.o the queenly slate, was iieil- 
burga, wife of ligbcrt. rim! mother of Etholwu!:". who durin;' (he 1 . , : , . . period ,;f 
thirty years, in which hor hushonil governed Wossex, never was juTi-iiiitfed to 
a.ssinne the title and stale of the intecu-oinisnrr. it wou'd lieve been sr.rmi'fe 
iiioi'eai: J-.tL,-.v.-i;lfr:-ia iM.-jUit::I <ni these grams hi favour uf.his wife which the ne, >- 
uie hiid refused to his mother, why, fur r<ii<iln we know, mighl have hem vet alive 
when Osburga became his queen. The chnmeter of liedburga. however," o" : icro J 
very much iriiloc-.; fj-'nn that of her i-vuis and gentle (lau"hter-in-law ■ '■<},'■ i< in 
feet, coin;,:, red, by one of our eh.l write,-, to .Tereb,.], for incline; her hushaud 
!'..'■ :icrl, (:., who! 1 ! the lale Aliiilna anolicd, to one of the most romarka.bh! -tops 
ol In- fieii, by which she proven -he possessed the influence over her husband 
denied in the honours she ought to have received, ilioii-h exerted in a biui 

,-\i. lledliiirea's suggestion, l^herf. forl.ade the Welsh, on pain of death, to come 
lioyoml ijibi's lyUe. (he boundary between lineland ami Wales. Tl is eaict ivr- 
juandod Knit all the Unions, or Welsh, should, wiih their wives jmd eoildrcu, 
depart out of their bi.ads, cities, towns, end ensiles, in ibodnmj "to Wild \\ .,l---o 
above Olln ditch," end also to Hovnwall, Soil:, ml, nod Irelnmi. After which cdioi 
i^.sii»-i I 1 ,,,,!! a. n. 7 1 i U : 1i;l, I been complied with, K"l,e-t e-ivc tic '-id the n-mc 
of England. 

The abeve deed is attributed to a desire to gain over the territories of the 
liritocs in io their own possession, end Hie writer slyles the Saxon Kin- Koabert 
"cruel," i;nl Inn 1,'ueia: hedhurga "bis urm.il ami covetous wife." r b V or \{„.. 
thew's Abbreviation of livers true and auneiei.t Urateine Chronicles.] 
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school. 1 Ethelswytha, who had not at first accompanied her husband, 
whom she 1 1 1. 1 j i ( : 1 1 fi^.tno l'ortiuia-.o revolution would ovei.lu'illy restore to 
his throne, finding tb at no chanty of the ascendency of his bettor fortune 
remain I'd, determined lo join him in his exile; and we learn from tho 
£axou Chronicle, that in the year 888 she set out on her pilgrimage for 
that purpose, accompanied by :no Ki'doriuiui Dodoc, who carried with him 
the alms of King Alfred, mid of the people of Wessex, to the city of 
Rome. It was not destined that Kthelswytha should reach the goal she 
sought, for she was taken ill and died on (he way. Sho was interred 
tilher at 1'avia or Tieino. 2 Such was the history of the only daughter 
of Kdielwnlf and Osburga,. 

Osburga, after her daughter's marriage, which probably took place 
when she was exireiuely young, unvoted herself to the tare of her sons; 
and of her is told the charming anecdote, so often repealed, and BO full 
of touching interest, of her exciting her youngest hoy to learn. 

It is recorded that Osburgja was one day sealed in the chamber with 
her children, holding in her hand an illuminated book of Saxon poetry' 
(how precious would he the volume, could it be recovered !), which the 
brothers were eagerly Wiling over. Observing tlieiv admiration, and 
taking advantage of it, their mother observed, phi} fully, " Whichever of 
you shall first learn this book, shall have it as a gift." All were 
delighted at the idea, Alfred, the youngest, in particular, who, looking 
up into her eyes, gravely ashed her if she were really in earnest. She 
assured him that she meant whsit she said, as she desireil to see her sous 
learned men. Upon this the child 'begged that the book might be en- 
trusted to him to carry to his master, and he shortly after returned with 
it, able to recite all the poems it contained. 01 course the beautiful prize 
was awarded by the gratiiied Osburg-(, who hailed this first iudicn.ri:ni of 
her favourite son's perseverance ' with maternal delight ! 

Alfred required all a mother's care in his early life, as he was afflicted 
with a painful malady from an infant; and many were the vows olfe red 
up fur his recovery at, various shrines. Osburga's prayers , at a certain 
church in Cornwall, were .-opposed to have, at lengl li, relieved him of his 
complaint to a great extent. As his health, however, was always delicate, 

■ Saxon Chronicle. ■ Ingulph. 

;l Writing books, us a monastic cmp'oyiuenl,, was usual iti '.lie earliest tmu's 
Amine; llrir.isb ninuks, David had a snnly, or writing room, and begun the Uospel 
of .St. John, inu;o',deu letters, with his own hands. The Anglo i*,\-«;n artists \-:,-- 
s.'-^l n.-.iiiei.t skill in the execution of their books, and the ehuruolei- which 
(liny used had the ia.eunir o!' giving :ise lo the modern small beautiful Human. 

In the statutes of the regular canons are two verses, specifying that iiiey had 
simple g'rok'V, mblcts, combs, needies, thread, a style, pp-r or parol i men',, ins:, 
and a pen-cuse. llu Cang-o nuaitions it singular kind of scribes, c:i',l«ii liiodiatoreu, 
who wrote books una letters in the manner of uiuluoiiiorers, so lightiy represent- 
ing tlie object that, it almost escaped the sight. 

The custom of carrying a pen behind die ear is ancient. In I ho Life of J*;.. Ode 
is tim following passage: "Ho sa.it a pen sticking above his ear, in the manner 
of a writer.". — J''osbi'a.'ke : s liritisb Mouachism. 

' This anecdote is sometimes told of Juuith, the step-mother of Alfred. 
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it might, have been the cause of Lis father resolving to make him the 
partner of his pilgrimage to Home, though the child was than only five 
years of ago. and tlia charge of him must have been a most anxious one. 
Osburga saw hini depart, no doubt, with painful hope; ami the result of 
her husband's journey, however happy for her son, showed that her pre- 
sentiment of evil was hut too well founded as regarded herself. 

It is unexplained for what reason, at this time Osburga appears no 
longer to share the throne of Ethelwulf; whether they parted in fulfil- 
ment of some vow, common at this period, which might have had refer- 
ence to the health of Alfred, or whether, as was equally common, she was 
ropudiafod, ihnt. Iier husband might be at liberty to marry the Princess 
Judith, of France, remains in uncertainty. Home writers have asserted 
thai, tlmugh no longer acknowledged Queen, Oshvirga, after this me.iTiagc, 
resumed her duties, and superintended the education of her children, 1 
which is not impossible, as the new Queen was only twelve years old, but 
is little probable. 

Asser, the contemporary and friend of Alfred, wrote his biography, 
yet, strangely enough, he tells nothing of the remaining history of Os- 
burga. Thai she (lied before her favorite son became liirij: is Certain, and 
it is most likely bo tore the death of her husband ; but this is left to con- 
jecture, though some assert that it was I o divert his grief for her loss that 
the pilgrimage to Home of Ktbeiwulf was undertaken. 8 

Her tomb was shown at Coventry, where her memory was cherished, 
and she was canonized as a. saint, accordine; to the custom of the day. 
From ties circumstance it may be thought tk:;t she retired into a convent. 
and died in the odour of sanctity. 

' Lapp enh erg. 

3 Leland cabs her St. Osnurga, and her death has beau stated as happening 
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JUDITH OF FRANCE, 

SECOND QUEEN OF ETHEEWULF 

Motives of titliehvulf forhis visits, to the Court of Charles rlie 1 .aid — Beauty of 
the Princess .lui'dth — Attachment oft'omit Jlab.hvin of Flinders — Ethel waifs 
otter accepted — Spl.n lid M .n i l.i -;:i- nf J-.uiiiii to Utiierwulf ■ — I'.oyal presents — 
Ethelwulf takes his bride t'i lindiind — They are ill received — Ealstan, Bishop 
of Sherburne, excite* Nthdhnid to rebellion - -- Oifenco ;.;:voii to the Church — ■ 
Ethelwulf proclaims ,1 iii.lilb Queen, in despite of opposiliun — Ethelwulf yields 
to his son to avoid bloodshed — Judith crowned — Prayers on the occasion — 
Alfred and his young inot.her-indaiv stndv blether in i-eiirement — Ethelwulf 's 
death — Ethulbald loroibly 111,1 wits ids widow — Displeasure of the people and 
the clergy — He becomes penitent — Separates from Judith — She sells her 
dower, and travels, on her return to her lather's court, through Flanders — 
Meeting of Judith and li.ildivb; — i;oiisei[iie:iees of in-i- su.v — Auger of tibaries 
the Bald — She is placed in u convent — licscued by her brothers — Elopes with 
Baldwin — Enmity anil fund forgiveness f.f the l-'reiieh King — - The children of 
Jin.ii [Ji — .M : l t.i I ■. 1 1 1 . will: 11I" Wtllrini of Normandv -i'adlad of [lie ioiaaioarv ;id- 
ventures of the "King's Daughter." 

It has been already ro'alor! dial, Ivihelwtilf mtsde a pilgrimage to Rome, 
taking tin 1 capital of F ranee on bis way, both as lie went, and as lie re- 
turned, with his young son Alfred. 

The beautiful P'rinecss Judith might have attracted his visit oa the 
second occasion, as policy titi.fl directed his "first. His piety led him 
to all the celebrated skriiics fli reunion 1 : (1m country, and there wore few 
chureues at which he did not oiler up his vows. He passed a year in 
Rome, not. only in pious exercises, but in viewing nil the remains of the 
firmer glory of the Imperial City, even then tilled with the ruins of its 

Probably the acquaintance lie then made with the habits of foreign 
nation-;, and the, desire to see his Own country improved in learning ami 
oivik;:ation, might be his inducement to the step iie afterwards took in 
uniting bimseii' with foreign interests. If O-burga were still living it 
is difliciik to reconcile his conduct with kis former attachment to the 
mother of his children. 

When, in 800, the English king arrived at the court of Charles, the 
Bald, accompanied by his youngest sou. Alfred, then in his sixth year, 
flic Princess Judith, his destined mother-in-law, was only between eleven 
and twelve years of age. No overtures were, however, at Unit period 
niiide respecting the French Princess, but on Fthclwuif's departure from 
the court of iter father, the train of the royal pilgrims was attended, by Lis 
orders, with a truly regal retinue of Frenchmen to the borders of his 

Ethelwulf, having arrived a 
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of presenting to the Pope the valuable gifts lie brought thither for his 
ace eptai i ce. Alfred hud, young as he was, already paid one visit to 
pome, having been sent there by his father tn be consecrated King hy 
tin; Hovereign Pontiff. On that occasion Leo had received tlic little Eng- 
lish Prince as his own adopted sou, mid l.be gifts now offered by I 
wulf to the Pope were intended as an achiiowdodgment of his pei 
'•rari'ude for lite Pone's generous, behaviour toward:* his favourite child, 
These articles consisted of a crown of pure gold, weighing four pounds, 
!wo golden tttssels (adieu Pancas, a sword adorned with pure gold, two 
golden images, and four Saxon dishes of silver gilt; besides this there 
were several gorgeous dresses. These various presents are enumerated 
by Anastasius, a eon temporary of Plhohvulf. Besides these offerings 10 
the Pope, Ethclwulf made a perpetual grant of three hundred rnancuses 1 
or marks per annum to the llonian fv'c, one-tbird of which sum was to 
be appropriated by the Pope, another to the support of the lamps of Hi. 
Peter, and the residue for (he lamps of St, Paul's. A donation in gold 
was likewise presented to all the Unman clergy and nobles, and one in 
silver to the people. 2 The English King remained twelve months at 
Pome, during which he rebuilt the .Saxon school which had been founded 
by bis predecessor Tna, King nl' the West .Saxons, and which, i.hrouoli 
the carelessness of some Ktigltsh residents, bad (lie year before been 
destroyed by lire; and as it proof of the humane disposition of this King 
towards the English, it is deserving- of mention here, that when be learnt 
it was customary for public penitents and exiles to be bound with iron, 
he obtained an order from the Pope that no Englishman should be put 
into bonds for penance. 

Ethelwulf revisited the court of Pranee in the month of July, 856, 
and it was then that he became a suitor for the hand of the beautiful 
Judith. Young, however, as this Princess was, she had already become 
an object of interest in the eyes of one who was by nature eil':;ai with 
rare personal endowments, possessed of ambition, and capable of the 
highest undertakings, j-'aldwiu of Flanders, or ■• the Forester," was as 
much distinguished by his courage as by his strength of arm, from which 
be was sumamed the Iron-Arm or Iron-Hand; be was of tall and noble 
stature, and his countenance beautiful. Tic hrul entered the field for the 
first time under the command of Charles the Bald, in the war that Kinit 
had undertaken against the Saracens, who had invaded the borders of 

1 The value of :i Saxon mannis or miw. was r.hir!y ponce, ami it was emia.1 to 
tix :0:iiUub.>> of their money, tSionucli. at. out a. u. 1104, it rose to the va'me of 
thirteen chillin^s. That tin: Sitxons eohual gald money is certain, and the m.ancus 
v.'iis t:n'ir (inly piece of gold. They wove a ecus tamed to reckon by toe (.■■■uml 
tin: shilling, and the mancus. The maneus was uV.out the weight of our present; 
half-crown. ■-- Soehnan, Account of tinhl ami Silver Coins. Assoc dues not say 
whether they wove njaneuses of si;oId or silver. H overtoil calls them niuneuses of 
silver pennies. 

1 In the Cainere of Rnruinel, in the Sistino elinnel at the Vatican, among the 
pictures nf jiviri'-t;.-*; wiin have hem KTiefaclov.* r.-. the Holy See, is one inairirez the 
in-eri prion, " Kin;; Astulplius. miner Pope Leo IV., Trunin Hriluiu tributary to the 
li'essvil Peter.' 1 Leo r^ucd from S'.-IV to s.",". during v.hieh time EuVIwnif lias 
King of England. 



oe* Google 



JUDITH. 325 

Guiermc, and also ;ti;ninst, the Xormans, who bad made several inromls 
in [.(.i T.Uo French kingdom. In these wais Baldwin obtained much distinc- 
tion, and was :iccouti1ci'1 the most valiant warrior of the time. Having a 
situation near the Kind's person, he was often in the habit of seeing the; 
IVincessJudit.il,' wbosc notice ho attracted by liis assiduity a.ud alien tion. 
Ho entirely did Baldwin win her respect and affection, that before the 
period of Kthelwuif 's vi.-it to France, we learn that, lie was betrothed ie 
her in marriage, Xcvertiicicss, OharleS the Bald, for state reasoua, hesi- 
tated not to break off this earlier contract in favor of the more splendid 
alliance with the King of England, setting at naught every obstacle which 
intervened on eiiher side iu a match mere particularly unsuitable from 
the great disparity in age of the parties. Accordingly Klhelwulf and 
Judil.b were betrothed and married'' In the following Oetobcr. 'I'lic cere- 
mony of the espousals look place iu (bo palace of Yerherie, when the 
nuptial benediction was bestowed by llineniar, Bishop of Khehns, who 
at the same time placed upon the head of the little bride a diadem, and 
hailed her as a queen, An account of this interesting ceremony of 
Judith's marriage and coronation, when a double benediction wa.s pro- 
nounced on her, first as a spouse and then as a ojuoon, is yet extant. The 
maiobiicence of Judith's crown is even mentioned in a prayer on the 

I'resents worthy of the royal personages concerned in this marriage 
were mutually given, after which F.thehvulf determined on his return to 
England, 1 and took shipping with ids youthful bride. During his stay 
at the French court, the news ho had received from England was of a 
nature to disturb even bridal festivities . An insurrection had been raised 
against him, by ilaislaio Bishop of Sherborne, and llanwulf, I'larl of Som- 
erset, at the head of which his eldest son Elhelbidd had placed himself.' 1 
Kalstao. l.o whom I'ltuelwulf hail been indebted for bis own prosperity', 
had become his enemy on finding his lullueuce on the decline, and incited 
BiiiclbabJ to rebellion, on the pha that his father, "who lived the life of a 
monk, ought to pass the residue of his days in religious seclusion, as he 
had begun them, and give up (.lie government in bis favour, as Tna and 
Cudwada bad done, who, like Kthelwuif, had gone on pilgrimages to 
liome, but had lir-t abdicated their orowus. Kthelbald bad expected, 
when ids brother Alhehtau died, (bat his father would have made him 
King of Kent; but hndiug net only that this was Dot done, but that 
Alfred, his bilker's favorite, was consecrated King by the Pope, he 
feared Fihelwulf intended to prefer him as his successor on the throne. 
A natural thirst after power, and the dictates of an ill-disposed wind, 
combined to draw him over to the schemes of Ealstan ; and the people 
were so much disaffected by the absence of their monarch, and the pros- 
poet of an infant heir to the throne, that these considerations, added to 
ibe unpopular nature of the Lew match entered into by .Kthelwuif, pre- 
pared the way for a revolt. When, therefore, the newdy-marided pair 
I'eturned to their dominions, the rebels went so far as to prohibit the 

; Marcus d'Assi^ny's Ilisi. of the L'arls ef Flaii'lers. ' Sharon Turner. 
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King's entrance into bis rca'm ; taking fur their ostensible pretest, flint 
F.tbolwulf find not. only ..] i^i i iti,.-. 1 his new wife with the title of Queen, 
without rlu.: consent of the country, but, hid cni-en a!: the same table with 
her, and placed her by bis side in a chair of state, by which he find vio- 
lated the law made by the West Faxons eii the death of their King ISor- 
trie ; by which they considered themselves nl.isolvcd from their allcgiauee j 
and I'lalstnn ami J'hhelbnld forbade him til enterEuglandwil.il his out- 
kndish wife.' Everything appeared to threaten civil war,' — the father 
and son were opposed at the head of either party — -when the friends of 
both interfered to prevent, bloodshed, and it was agreed that Etholbald 
should receive from his father the whole of the ancient, kingdom of Wes- 
so:e, which was the western division of his territories, while (he King 
himself should govern the eastern porlion, comprehending Kent, Esse:;, 
and Sussex: 3 the latter was the district the late King Atbelstan had 
e-iinyod, and by far the least considerable portion, Heine of ErholwuiP's 
('i i or tiers representing (his to him, and wishing to persuade him not, to 
si-iii the irenty with Kthelbnhl. the excellent monarch replied, that "he 
would not purchase the territories he had ceded to his son at the priee of 
civil warfare;" and added prophetically, that " even could he so obtain 
them, Ktbclbald would soon recover the.ni (hrough his death." 4 On one 
point, however, Elholwulf was less plaenlde — he insisted on the honours 
due to his Queen Judith, whom he continued to treat witli tiie same re- 
spect and aH'ocaon, notwithstanding the displeasure U occasioned in the 

Amid the general dissatisfaction at the infringement of the West 
Saxon law, which pronounced ir illegal tor a Queen of England to wear 
tiie diadem of state, Elhelwulf convened the three estates of Ids kingdom, 
to sanction the ceremony of Judith's coronation, as we'd as to ratify the 
instrument by which he had bound himself and his people to pay over a 
tribute to the Holy See. 

The ceremony of Judith's covoiialion 1 ' 1 was performed with all possible 

' Milton. 

1 To use the words of Dr. laniard : — "It is scire eon firm at ion of the story 
told ii.v Asser, Must, while, from the reign of Olfn i.o flic osiloeiion n:' the M.orrhn 
monarchy, we have runny undisputed charter-, sol^orihed h.v (he uousores of the 
Kir.;;* el' .Mcrriu, with iho title of i'.egina. to ere is nut one in win oh any eon sin : 
of « Kkut of Wessex does the like during i.he snreo ru-rioo. The inns: eisrly in- 
eenioe in which that idle is given to n wife nl'nKiii ; _' of Wossox, in auv ceii!c;i!;i"i'nry 
di.iaimeio., occurs, if I luistiiko not. in the roi:\n of Kdmur.d i'luino it-l-Vi. when 
r.thclLiivc, niiikiug her will, declares her intentions ly tier lord iho J.yiiur, and he; 
ludy Ihe Queen, :,.i.d ;iei[iie;i(lis to her lady the Queen thirty mnnenscs of ;>;oi'>, 
and her him.l at. V," essvick. It has been sup]: used that queens srai: crowner;, 
because in sonic 'MSS. Ihe ore or for the onromuiou o: a quoin follnwH That for die 
coronation of n king ; but this proves only Ihn.i in el: orders wfse eentiiinen in itie 
original from which the copy was made." — Hist, and Ajiiimsjlies of the Anode- 
Saxon Church, by Laniard, vol. ii., p. 34. 

' Hume, ' Rapin. ' Raleigh. 

• The particular sort of crown worn by the early Queens of England has no! 
line:) described. Alfred and his successors, to Mdivanl the (lonfessur, were the 
commonest nod most onoien; form of crown. Ililreit and Krlsnonil li-onsiilo bid 
eo remits like Miosu ef our em- is. having fewer peine,, imi those jmiuls raise i hi -hue 
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solemnity t the form of the service used mi this interesting o 

boon preserved by I hi Ohosno, and is worihy of notice, as, supplying 'lie 
only record extant of the phraser aogy used sit the iuaugrnr.t.inn of a oorecn- 

The conclusion of the te;:rrl;:ge ceremony oon-titutos the earlier portion 
of this f'-'-i'i ii . A ftp i- tiio ring has been given, with the exhortation, " Take 
this ring, the sign of iidoliry nrnl love, .and the bowl of iiiui-ria.ii-G union, 
that no man may supimitc those whom God bath joined, who livelh and 
reigneth for ever." the Queen is blessed in the following words: — 

""We invoke thee, Holy Lord, Omnipotent Father, Eternal God, for 
this thine handmaiden, whom, in the divine dispensation of thy Provi- 
dence, i lioi: hast ^fiiisccl to grow np from her youthful blossoming to this 
joyful time. Give her v'elily of thy fen.r, that, she may go 00 full of 
truth before thee and all men, from day ro day, unto bettor things. May 
she receive, ivp.ueing with ns, lar^eh' of thy heavenly grace, from the 
kingdom above; and thctlce, being guarded by the strength of thy mercy 
from all adversity, be deemed worthy to live fur ever/' 

The rather long iind elegant prayer offered at, the anointing the head 
of the young and beautiful i.y.teen, 'nv.rc followed, in vdnoli \i was ~o[;;ili- 
oared tbut siie might possess ''the sinipliciiy arnl meekness of the dove;" 
after which the coronation took place in the following words : — 

" May the Lord crown thee with glory and honour, anil place upon thy 
head a crown of spiritual precious stones, that whatever may be typified 
by trie brightness of gold, or the changeful splendour of gems, may ever 
shine forth in thy life and eemiiioi,: which may lie grant, to whom be 
honour and glory, world without end." 

Then follow the blessings, thus :— 

" Bless, Lord, this thine handmaiden, fliou wdio rulest the kir.gdeuis 
of kings through all generations. 

"Accept, the offerings of her bands, and niay she be replenished with 
(he blessings of the fruits- of the earth, of the heavens, of the dews, of the 

ami penHed at the top. In seme coins of Harold Unit Kinj,* wears a diadem of 
peine- reninl a helmet; which was common with other Wo-! Hnxori Kbiits, who 

!>oii'ii!!.i)!ii:= ware it mi tiiuir barn heads. The cnin* of Oli'a reirre-enr 1 . thai, ni< run 

with a crown of pearls and other materials, simi'.ar to that usi'ii by I'onstammo 
the Great; and his siuaossois. ISoi'Minlf. llnrnhrod, and Keowul;', n„rc t'ae s;iin; 
kind nf diaiiem. Ahlulpli, in the seventh teal.ary, wore the ordinary plain iillct 
or diadem, when Kins of husi An;li:t. — Seidell's idles of Honour. 

Tiie coins nf Alfred represent, his head encircled wirh a simple diadem, irftcr 
trre most cammoii and ancient I'lishiea ; ami Ihorr; i- not an insLance nmona: the 
Aii'do-^iiMe-^ el' a-.y baoorinl crown tif I'aiwan! the r 'V:ifo-.s...r, whu had a crov.n 
much like that, of the ilast.ern Jlraperors. [Notus of cine] man.] 

Ppelmau tells us, that in the a.rrdied rnnra in the cioisteis of Wesl.ir.lrief.ee Ab- 
bey, where the ancient rea'dia of 'he kinpioin are kept, opnu a lias, which is 
iho e-il.iro:! to : lie, no .St ancient c'.MV.ii, is no in serin lien, as fralows : "Ilaic est 
priuci paliov onronn 'ji.ia coroimbantav lieges ilvi'redn", Kdwardns, i.e.," and the 
crown is of a very ancient weik, wiih Hewers, :i dinned willr Nlnnes nf somewhat a 
rilain sen in a;. This, by the inscription, appearing to have jicen the crown of At 
i'red ami his succc-soi-s, is In be suppose,! to have been micro by his orders, ami 
that when he was become universal King of the Heptarchy, 
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depths, from the heights of t.lio aneicr.t mountains, and from tin; eternal 

hills. 

" May tho blessing of luui v.'lio dwelt in the hush come upon her hcs.il. 
Grant lo her showers froin heaven, the fatness of tlus earth, abundance of 
corn and wine, that their people and their posterity may obey them, and 
this nation bring honour to her ami to her children." 

The service concludes with a short prayer, probably tho same still .said 
after the Communion, and truly beautiful and simple as it is, claims no 
sinai! interest from the fact of having been in use among our ancestor- no 
less than a thousand years ago. 

Ethelwulf and Judith, after these ceremonies were over, retired into 
Kent, where (hey resided in a state of privacy better suited to the tastes 
of both, than the glare and splendour of pnblio festivities. Elbclwulf 
had rightly appreciated the character of Judith, when he bestowed on her 
the queenly honours which, next to bis own alibi-lions, ho deemed essen- 
tial to heT happiness, and to the maintenance of her dignity in (lie eyes 
of his people. .However just that law which h;id emanated from the 
crimes .if Kadbarga, uud was exm o-sive of the national abhorrence ,,f 
caprice and cruelty, lie considered it. unjust that the young, innocent, and 
loyally-descended Judith, should be, for that reason, deprived of her de- 
S'.rvod rij.'brs. The grave insult offered to both himself and his young 
bride on their arrival in England, must have been deeply feit both by tie: 
young Queen and her more mature consort, if. however, Ethelwulf bad 
in the first instance offended bis people, by conferring on a foreigner the 
forfeited distinctions of queen-consort, they Mere afterwards induced to 
acquiesce in his wishes by their love far himself, which bis sweetness of 
dhposirimi had obtained, SO that, in a short time, all objections ceasing, 
Judith appears to have enjoyed undisputed her royal prerogative of sitting 
jn the chair of state by her husband's side. 1 

The anecdote before related in the Life of Queen Ohurgn, respecting 
the first learning of Alfred the ('! reai, can scarcely be referable to Judith, 
as she was almost a child herself when the young Prince first came under 
her notice; and as he is spohen of as singularly precocious, Ids learning 
at live years old is not extraordinary; whereas, if he was twelve, as some 
assert, before he learnt to read, there is a difficulty in crediting the aston- 
ishing capacity he so early is said to have displayed. Ethelwulf, bis 
jollier, had been instructed by the same personage to whom his sou's edu- 
cation was entrusted; and as bis health was delicate, like most sickly 
children, he most probably began learning very early. Judith bad come 
from a court Infinitely more refined than that of England, and being so 
nearly bis own age, could enter into the precocious bey's studies, and no 
doubt assisted them ; the ladies of her time and nation being well accom- 
plished, although Alfred complains: of the ignorance of his country men 
in general, when he came to the crown. There exists, doubtless, seme 
confusion of dates, which bus caused the characteristic story told by 
Asser, lo he attributed indill'erently to the mother and step-mother oi 
Alfred. It is certain, that Judith's stay in England was but short, even 

1 Selden'B Titles of Honour. 
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T.huiiLsh she was t-vvii.'!.'. Queen; but a few years at so early an age, and 
with children of grout genius, can do wonders when t.lio seed is ones well 

Ethelwulf survived the partition of his dominions only two years, 
which period he passed in acts of justice' and charity. The reign, of 
.[■Jlioiwrdf terminated -i. l>. 8o7, after ho had sat twenty years on the 
throne, and his remains were interred in the Cathedral of Hi.. Swithin. at 
Winchester. 

No children remained hy Ids marriage v.'iifi -Judith, and the dominions 
over which (he King had ruled, were left by his will to his seooiid son 
Ethelbert, and after his death, to lltholred. Ids younger brother, in ease 
of whoso decease U:,ey were to devolve on .Mired. This v/na, in the end, 
the order in which they were inherited by (lie Princes, ami finally. as 
will bo seen in the Life of Alfred's Queen, were divided by him amongst 
Ids own family. The three younger sons of Ktbolwull' had already shown 
theniielvos worthy of their parentage; bur, Itlhelbald, the eldest, had not 
only rendered himself haled by the people for Ids arbitrary government 
and profligacy, but for the unfilial conduct he had displayed to his 
father. No sooner was Ethelwulf dead, than Ethelbald took advantage 
of the unprotected state of the widowed Queen, who, then little more than 
fourteen, was left exposed to the tila.ls and dangers of foreign elniiiiy. 
Tier extreme youth, her great beauty, and tin: (imparity of age between 
her and the late King, may well excuse her, even if she herself eon- 
sected to the proposal of Ethelbald to make her, immediately on his 
father's death, his queen. 

Turner, in his History of (he A;iglo-,'. ; a.xons, refers to the Saxon 
Chronicle and licde, a.-, authorities for supposing that by law a son might 
wed his father's widow, and a brother his sister-in-law; but in these eases 
there is ample proof thai: the tier, was not according to law, but in contra- 
diction to it., from (lie open indignation expressed by the people, and 
espeeialiy the prions, when the violent and arbitrary Prince, in spite of 
all opposition, announced his will. 

This stop is rendered the n:oro remarkable, from the 1'aet thai, Ct.hoh 
bald had been the most forward in opposition to the entrance of Judith 
into the country, after her nuptials with Kthelwidf. .Liberty of choice 
was of course denied to Judith, and she probably saw the propriety of 
yielding with a good grace to necessity. 1 

The second nuptials of Judith wore accordingly celebrated at. Chester. 
greatly to the disgust of the nation. 

If the marriage of Et.ludwulf with '.be French Princess had given of- 
fence, that of his son with the widow was infinitely more disliked; and 
the clergy, taking part with (he general commnuit.y, pvove-i' ed altogciltei' 
against what they represented as sinful in (he extreme. The clamours 
rose loud and high, and at length Ktbclbald was alarmed. His health 
was failing.- hi; temporary passion for his young step-in other bad, per- 
loips, faduo, — his reliL'ious scruples awoke, as often happens with princes 
too late, and he gave way to tliO remonstrances of liisnop Hwitiiiu, dltle 
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regardless of the fair and youthful cause of Lis people's anger. It caused 

>:;m. rmparenrry, no struggle to part from Judith,' who could Imvc de-ircd 
inching- bolter man to rcliiiTiiiili a dignity which lrnil boon fercnl upon 
nor, perhaps o: hoi.li instances. 

It would appear that .ho was now obliged to retire from court, while 
h,;helbald P a-cd i.ho remainder of his dars i„ rjcniteuee so dan, a- m 
leave regret behind him when l,o died, onlv three years after. 

Irene)! hiPtci-iruiK assert, that though lief marriage with Kthotbald ms 
dissolved at. Hie instance of the Jiishon of Winchester no church censor" 
was passed upon Judith ; and the Pope's Interference in her favour, when 
-ho had, by tier brother's assistance, (leaped from the convent In which 
see was afterwards p.laeed, appears strong Dresumptive evidenee that both 
her man-tges had been of a compulsory character, and that this was well 
known to his Holiness., who roiruiat.od Ids conduct accordingly. 3 

Judith, free to return to her native couut.rv, was now permitted to sell 
t!ie possession .he had received as her dower, and, with coUMderahV 
wealth, set forth on her journey. 

She is said to have passed through. Flanders, then under her father's 
rule, as her safest route to escape danger. A secret motive, however 
lisiiy nave been the hope of a renewal of her intercourse with .Baldwin' 
who, stall remeinbctvng her extraordinary beauty and bis former a'^ch- 
meot, and ad\erliscd of the -.eat riches she broil;;!, t with her, received 
her with great courtesy. In short, Baldwin testified so much regard and 
devotion, that ween Jitdilli expected to depart for France, she was so 
gently detained, that she was in no haste to quit that, country Home 
neconnrs, however, sla.to, that even in this, Judith acted nor. from Lor own 
free wiJ, being forcibly detained by her handsome wooer, whoso excuse 
was, that even in her childhood he had been promised her band,— a cir- 
cumstance which inspired pity for a disapnoininierit so .-real ai.d'cii'\'cd 
many on his side. 

The French King, Charles, apprehensive, perhaps, of his daughter's 
part::dny tor Baldwin leading to some iadisorot.ion. commanded h% imc 
to delay her journey; audio manifest bis displeasure, either at her bavic- 
lingered so long, or at. her so. 1 i 1 1 ll I 1 

(o he con.med wilbm the walis of the Convent of Sends, but at the s'une 
time to he treated with ail the respect due to a queen. 5 Ihidcr the 
gaare, ■mslup of Bishop Erpuin, the young widow reside,! there in a stvle 
;■! regal splendour; the spot itself is described as "that pleasant and 
heaitny abode, the royal nur.-erv. where iho Kings of Franco were accus- 
tomed to send their children : some Roman arches ef their palace, en- 
closing a wild fragrant garden, were standing a few vca.rs a.'o." * 

A learned writer has been severe on Judith, 5 calling her an " undutiful 
girl of ungovernable passions." Widows were peculiarly protected 
against, violence, and it was a. crown prerogative among the Franks that 
no teniale of (be royal family could marry without, her parent's consent ■ 
tnereiere Judith Was to remain under ;,!.„"„] !,;/,->!, or wardship of Church 
anu rotate, nil she should either resign herself to widowhood or remarry. 
' Kudbcrn. * Tolgrave. ■ Ibid. • I.ingard. ' Palgra.e. 
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Chirks appears '» •»»« designed *• l »> a ot "'"> f< " tko Kin " ° f 
-V.vnrw for whom sl-.e entertained the strongest aversion, a senneiein. 
who!, had increased in pn.poitioa to tho progress of In:.' regard for Laid 
win Accordin', l() sonic, t Ih o alternative of entering the okosler was 
:fV-vo.l; hot the pe.emptory mode o-L" dealing with .ho young .Joeen 
..oinl. out tin. inlh.eneo under which hot' two foit.tot .raj. I.»l token 
place and shows that it was expected -ho would yield intphtot obcdieneo 
io tlm will of hot imperious ftithet. After having boon twice goon ...ay 

in „,, km against her will, Judith, in tho present instance, .lot. mined 

to ovtolo So. so displeasing to herself as that, now proposed. Hit ooahor, 
Loot- tho Shutterer. who,.,., in 1.1, father's sterols eoneernmg ■. n ol I, 
fall, apareeiated tho Iniustlee with wltioli sho was trotted, and encouraged 
her" In it, r tesolatiot, of aeeopting no htt-bond 1. it Baldwin. Aoeord- 
itodv. at t. 'into whet. Charles le.d left Loois to officiate a. 1,-o.n; «- he 
l.moloto during hi. ... tthson.to, t, few months only alter J t.oith had 
Loco s.ot to Sends, Jiahlwin earned oil tho far pt.so, with the eaiun- 
van,.. of her btothor, and was supported on tins oootston by the 1.1. .ootins 
also Jndlllt had, it appears, contrived to elude the yigdar.ee of her 

ooar.ls ood in a .iisoaisii ptopt.te.l for ihtit pntposo, esotiped la in 

ooaroa't-..all, mid reus see.,, with her lover, hoyon.l the ro.ielt ot pu.snrt. 
tlao aoooiint. slates that tho lovers repaired together to the possessions 

,.f I ,1.0. the hrot ■ of Judith. Tins prineo, who is do.ioobo.l as 

l„,i, lame and tinhoallhy, bat h.in.Ho, affectionate, .Logout, and 

,,ioi,?.' ..lis of ao excellent disposilion. ood resided, m Ins ornce ot 

AH,.,, at hi. tier in I'Auxerroi.. Fro,,, this place Baldwin sent .1.1- 

,:.-h, ,,, wL,„„ he had been married without delay, to hl.uders ; tad the 
troops which Charles sent to recover his truant daughter, and who tol- 
lowe.1 her tout.:, were signally defeated.' 

Tko pea,, Station of so daring an aet as the tib.lnetton ot the .loseeoosnt 
of the tali.iy Charlemagne, a ilaaghter of ,!,„ r .yd boose of I to, ee, 
,,„-„; .,,;,, tot.or among tho .Iden.lo,.., aaiongol whom l.alown, held Ibo 

,ila ot°.r Uotoa... ' Charles, h„n,e,f, hrosthod nothing but revenge, 

tl.,,,oenha. not only to make war on the ltd lugs, hut ntl.r.y to destroy 

,'„!- whole natiom lie first, however, ordered Baldwin to send las 
dan ■ 1 i„r home: hut not being obeyed, ho oansed Ausclin, Aielessoop 
of lla.iai,. ,., excommunicato lee, for having forcibly earned oil a widow. 
Tin, souhatee of exeoai.noniea.ion obliged tho nowly-.nnrried pair to 
at, li.mko a jooraov to liomo, .hero, on their arrival, they oast themselves 

„, the fr f Nicholas tho Pint, the Sovereign Ponlih. Count l.„ own, 

then declared, that '• he had u. .1 no blandishments, no dec its, or vn.lo.a e, 

ilna Judith, who had followed him of her own aecad, wit., an. oven 

,, I, ..Ih.t Louis teol.i.oing her." He prayed, therefore thin, ot his 
.i„..„a„ elomeoov, and for his love to the Christian people, he would 

.„,o,f If,,, r, Jon. and endeavour by any means to so.uho lite inin.i oi 

the King, to mitigate hi. anger, and to lind so.oo way of peats, with hint. 
Tl,.. .op'ohsut p.a.ot of the ■' 1 loiiJ.andoi" .-met, aid.-. I,, the .mis. .1 
his lovely young wife, had such ao effect on ihejii.ots_ront.fi , who tro m 

' Meserai. * Lingartl, Me.etsii. 
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832 JUDITH. 

(■hi; first had d -^-approve J of the sentence of excommunication, that lie not 
only inif'j-;]ic;.ed rli:Lt d f; i: r r: i> , ;)ut scut two bishops, lihodoald Pormensis 
and John Fi cod on sis, to the French King, as ambassadors, to intercede 
from himself in Baldwin's favour. 1 The papal embassy proceeded to 
Koissons, where Charles was slaying, and whore the angry King assembled 
a council of Gallic bishops 1.0 receive them, i( being the .seeoml time ihey 
had been convened respecting the snbjec' of Baldwin's marriage. Find- 
ing he could not prevail against Iron-Hand in warfare, Charles hud 
procured the condemnation of his new son-indaw in that pious assembly 
by the Grrgoriim Law? Now, on their being a .second lime convened, 
various opinions arose, and much discussion followed the annoijucemeiit 
of what had been done l:y the supreme Pontiff. As regarded the request 
of the .Tope to Charles, the Kin;;; l.boogbt something ought to be yielded 
to his prayer; and fearing lest the hitherto unsubdued nation of I'landers 
should join (iie Danes, 3 who were threatening invasion of France both hv 
S'-a and laud. I! the Kir,;' sv.-al lowed the indignity, and suTcred himself to 
heat length prevailed upon. Ho requited a signal injury with an un- 
common beneh'1: not only making peace with Flanders, but receiving 
Baldwin into his friendship, he ratified and .approved the marriage of his 
daughter."' 1 

Judith and her husband were, on this occasion, admitted to a private 
interview with the King, who gave orders that their nuptials should be 
celebrated by cosily feasts and public expressions of joy, a, 1>. £JG'), 5 
though he would not assist iu person at the ceremony, which was per- 
formed at Auxerre, whither the French nobles wore convened for that 
purpose. Ilinemar, Archbishop of Il.hcims, wdio had married Judith to 
Ethelwulf while yet a child, refusing to unite her to Baldwin on the pre- 
sent, occasion, the ceremony was performed by the Bishop :A Noviom a !:!);-.* 
After this the pair retired into Flanders, where they resided with much 
magnificence: Charles having conferred the government of that country 
on Baldwin, as the dowry oi' his danghlor, together with the title of liar:, 
by which dignity Baldwin obtained a position among the Peers of France. 
The lands appropriated to Baldwin consisted of all that tract, which lies 
between the rivers beheld and Homme, and the ocean, and were bestowed 
en the understanding thai, llie hlarl should employ ah his forces io defod 
that territory from the Normans. The success of the Earl did not in 
this equal his courage, fir the barbarous Xonnans overran all Flanders, 
and laid it waste with lire and sword, taking possession of many towns, 
one of which was Ghent, which they plundered. Baldwin had, hoping 
to arrest their dcprcdaiioiis, biiili, the city of Bruges, A.J). 850, am! 
forliiied it with a strong ca.si.le, called (lie Burgh ; ami ihe lands tbathad 
been iaid waste, were, by hi» orders, recult.ivatcd, Iu the centra of 
Ghent, also, we may yet see the dark, battered towers of the castellated 

Annates Flaridria;. 
5 Although they are said to have favoured Baldwin in their hearts. 
' Turner. * Annates Flandrue, * Hist, of the Earls of Flanders. 

'' langard. 
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palace of Baudouin, "Bras de For." The second Baudouin adder] the 
fortifications which defended the birttip1:n.-o of Charles Quint. 1 

It is not recorded whether Judith appeared at the French court after 
her reconciliation with King Charles. Three yosirs after her marriage, 
her father and mother were publicly crowned at tioissons, A. I). 866 : but 
the heart of Charles was estranged from his consort by another, and hud 
he not feared the consequences, he would have repudiated her. Queen 
Frmcntrude was nol long an obstacle in his way; she died October 6th, 
869, to the joy of her husband, who, far from regretting her less, re- 
garded the event as a benefit, and married her rival Riohelda in the fol- 
lowing year, ijrtocntrude died at the Abbey of St. Denis, in the church 
of which her remains were deposited. Jinny vicissitudes bad been expe- 
rienced by her children during her own life. One of her sons, Louis, was 
s untamed "the Stammerer," from a natural defect; another, Lolhairo, 
called Le Boiteux, or "the Cripple," had preceded her to the tomb, in 
866 ; a third, Carloman, died, also, in 866, after having bad his eyes put 
out by the orders of his unfeeling father." Seldom, indeed, was any 
father so despotic as Charles the Bald. Car!oman had been devoted to a 
religious life against his own will, and to escape taking the vows, fled the 
eountrv, for winch offence he was condemned by a synod of m ; ;ienai 
bishops to /oar. his < ijf.a. lie appealed to Adrian If., the reigning Poet; If, 
who took his part in so warm a manner that Charles resented it as an 
insult. The French clergy supported Charles, and a conference termi- 
nated the dispute ; the Pope abandoning Carlomau to bis fate, the unfor- 
tunate Fiance underwent the savage punish mem to which he had been 
condemned. 

The unfortunate Carlom.an was afterwards harboured by his uncle, 
Louis le Germanique, and maintained in a monaslory out of charity, 
diaries, King of Aquita.ine, was a fourth brother of Judith, who had 
likewise several sisters, all of whom became abbesses. Of the four Sons 
of Charles the Bald by liiouelda, Fopin, Drogo, Louis, and Charles, all 
died young, and the last when bis parents were in great distress. 3 

The domestic tyranny Judith had personally experienced could have 
left her little to seek of happiness in the French court, and from the 
nature of her union with Baldwin, it may be presumed that their marriage 
was a bappv one. They were blessed with several children, and though 
Charles, their first-born,* died in infancy, the second boy, named after bis 
father (thought by some to have had the peculiarity of baldness which 
distinguished his grandfather the French King, from his surname), lived 

' Lingard. " Besides tl'.fse, ninny goon works urc reeonlod of thu Iron- Handed 

Foresbjr, h ,v\\ vs iiiuiiii.si.a'ies enduVod and chnrilios. judiaiously and £oii(!vons]y 
lies to wail. If not of rejtal or even noble Ijirt.li, the noijiiity of good actions |. iis 
e: are mid celcbritv mi his naine, so tln.t it aia.l tors little Stow Idstm bins differ as 
,1 i it til 1 i vcr, v.-lio lire satisfied to leave the tr;>.- 

diti'.ns of the l'hiiniiu's unoot.ioeil, ninee this linn.u: ehiuf. in ilieir giaieiiloeies, as 
tire son of Count Oiloiiire, son of (Jo mi c. laeclrnin, bucli hereditary Counts K mast- 
ers, whose qjitiLjihs were to be seee, in the la.-i. century, cut on stone, at ISruges 
[Palgrave.] 

"Anecdotes des Koines et ile;'eetes de France, a Pa!grave. 
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334 JUDITH. 

to inherit the earldom as Baldwin "the Bald." When her first child 

■"lied, -' Jmlilh sorrowed i:iiu:Ii, si:.M-ibutin^ it to the want of mother's milk 
and she aeternimed herself to nourish the next babe, named after lis 
father. ftie I,a,:.i,enani Haiib, of Toumay, expatiates upon the maternal 
eondoct ot ' ehulam,:: Judith,' a reproach to the nuironlv luxnrv and self- 
mdulfi^ito ot his times. Baldwin Tl.'s manly vigour did credit to hi, 
mother s leedernes.s : he afterwards had almmLml locks of hair, tbou-h he 
called himsed Me dilative,' in honour of his grandfather."' \l u ,U\\ V- 
brotnc,-, ceeome afterwards Uount and Abbot of Cambray. which cit.v and 
the e-imry surrounding, had been purchased by his fa titer. 2 ilur-ddde 
daughter ot Baldwin and .Judith, married Wilted, Earl of Barcelona. 

Earl Baldwin I. is said to have given good laws to the people of Flan- 
ders, over whom be ru.ed h ixfeen years, and at his death was interred in 
the convent church of St. Bertin, at St. Outer's. 1 

Baldwin "the Bald," who succeeded his father, espoused Elstrude a 
.Saxon princes, daughter at Alfred the fl reat, and grand-dau^hter of 
I'.fheKvulb the first husband of Judith. 4 Thus was, no doubt '"'revived 
the tic of affection and interest between the j'rineess of Fraud and Iter 
pupil and companion in literature, King Alfred. Xor is it the least inte- 
resting point m the history of Judith and her family, that from the ..->„ 
ei ties marriage was derived, in the female bee. our Norman raco of kbt^ - 
Mate lit, Qeeem ,-.f \\ illtmii the Conqueror, bein<r the immediate descendant 
Of Arnold the Great, son of Baldwin the Bahfand Intrude of km-dand 
It is angular that though there were no children from the marriage of 
Judith and Libel Will f, their descendant.,, in two distinct lin^s, shnild 
have so long ruled the realm of England. 

The adventures of Judith, arranged according to the poet's fancy, are 
the subnet of a curious poem, contained in 'a Collation of Wient 
J.ahads:" it :, eni.nicd "An excellent. Ballad of a. Prince of hbo-la-id's 
courtship <,, the King of b'rauee's daughter, &,:." (to ibe tune of 'Oun- 
son Velvet ), and may interest the lover of antique traditions. 

The song hegins by stating that, in the days of old, the Queen of 
h ranee b;el a daughter who was « lovely faire." and that a Prince of K n „. 
land, exiled and outcast, yet noted for his merit, coining to her father's 
court, an attachment between him and the Princess ensued. The Kiu.'r 
disapproving the match, they agreed to escape together from thraldom. 

"The ladye soone prepared 

Her Jewells and her treasure: 
li.ivhiL' no regard 

For state and royal bloode 
In homely poor 
She went frotn 

Tom 

' Palgrave, Hist, of Normandy and England. 

Hist, of the Earls of Flanders ; Ducarel's Norman Antiquities. 

' Hist of the Eurls of Flanders. . Ducarel. 

'The editor gives ii from au ancient folio M.S., collated with another in black 

le-j.er, id t:ic rea.vs Collection. 
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'-Wild in ii forest _n'i-:,| 
iltui taken up his scat, 

To wayt her ('■■■::ji ria; in the nidit. 
But lo ! what sudden danger 
To this princely stranger: 

Chanced, as he sate alone! 
By out! awes lie was robbed, 
And with pouyards stabbed, 
Uttering many a dying grone." 
The Princess, "in Lev strange attire," escapes without reeognitlon to the 
feirust, only to find her royal lover weltering .in his blond on the ground. 
She gives vent to this most pit senate tr.-v.t: I -j.i s i;-.T i f hi of grid', and endeavours. 
" with her golden haircs," to slauneh. the wounds ; but her eilorts: and 
prayers are alike useless. 

"All in vainc she sued, 

All in vaine she wooed ; 

The prince 's lite was tied and gone." 



lie wailing her 



destiny, and her lover's hard fate, slit* passes the night 
lis remains, and resolves not to return to the court of 



But in lowly si 

I will a sow; 






Whilst she is tin:- h;iu:>nting, a f; iroster, all in green, coining by, inquires 
the cause of her aftlietion. fcslie tells him her broth:r lies slain by her 
side, and requests liiai to direct her to some situation where she may 
obtain servile em piny men I, in lliese words:- — 
■'■ ' Where, nni.y I liaaaine, 
Cent.'.u fur'sier shew me. 
Till I can obtains 

A service in my neede! 
Pains I will not spare. 

This Idude favour doe mee; 
It will ease my care; 

Heaven s:i;ill !■(: ;ky ineede.' 

"The for'ster, all amazed, 
On her beautye gazed 
Till his heart was set on fire, 

- If, fiirs maid,' quoth hoc, 
'You will goe with mee, 

You shall have your heart's desire.' 
He brought her to Ms mother, 

And above all other 

lie sett forth i-lrs maiden's praise. 
Long was his heart inflamed, 
At '. - ■ r i ■_ I ! i h'i!' love lie giiined, 

And fortuuo crowned his future dayes. 
" Thus unknowne he wedde 

With u kind's i'airti daughter: 
Children seven they had, 

Ere she told her birth; 
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Wliich when once he knew, 

Humbly he besought her, 
He to the world might shew 

Her rank and princely worth. 
He c'oathoil his children thon 
(Not like other men) 

In partye colours strange to see. 
The right side elorh of gold, 
The lcRsh.it to beheld 

Of woollen t-.li.htli ;>rl 11 frame:! hec. 
Men thei'Ciitt did wonder; 
Golden fame did thunder 

This strange deed :;. every viae". 
The King of France came hither, 
It being pleasant weather, 

In those woods the hart to chase. 

"The children then they bring — 

So their mother willed it — 
Where the royall king 

Must of force come bye. 
Their mother's rielie array 

Was of mnisou velvet ; 
Their father's ail of gray, 

!>eemelye to the eye. 

'•Then this fimons kiriir, 
Notir-;: everything, 

Asked how he durst be so hold 
To let his wife so weare, 
Ami rlecke his children there 

In costly robe- of pearl e and gold ! 
The I'orrester replying, 
And the cause descrying. 

To the king these words did say : 
'Well iimy l.hey l.iy their mother 
V, cure rieh cVbcs with other, 

Being by birth a princesse gay.' 

The king, aroused thus, 

Move lip.e.dfollye beheld them, 
Till a crimson blush, 

His remembrance ero'ji, 
'The more 1 lis my mind 

On thy wife and children, 
The more metliinks I find 

The daughter which I lost. 
Falling no her knee, 
'I am that child,' quoth she; 

'Pardon mo, my sovereign liege.' 
The li'lng perceiving this, 
His daughter desire did kiss. 

While joyfnll teares did stopp his speeche. 
With his traine he tourned, 
And with them sojourned. 

Strait he dubbed her husband knight; 
Then made him Erie of Flanders, 
Ami chief e of hie commanders : 

Thus were their sorrowes put to flight." 
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ELSWITHA, WIFE OF ALFRED THE GRKAT, AND 
ETHELFLEDA, "LADY OF MERCIA." 

Bomantic legend of the meeting of Alfred the Great and Elawitha — Albsmac's 
family — The noctnreil visit— the uamiihters Tin; fn [tier's resolve — The choice 
offered — Marringu u.i" Alfred mul Itlswiiha — Slide™ illness of the bridegroom— 
Columbia! infection— i'lissuji-i-i in Bectleus — KsuiiliiC in Ke^bmd — St. Swithun — 
Children of Elswithu— Her Jiajiiiiij^-Hs, Mini fondness fur h or husband — Athelney 
— The Danes — Dimmers- Generosite .jf Alfred— Moniuuery founded— Alfred's 
Will — Eiidburga ami Elswithu— Ht. Mary's, .\ewnmisier — Learning of Ethel- 
fleda— Lady of Herein — Her mmievnus fortresses— The captive Welsh Queen— 
Fleance, son of Bmnpio— Ancient Wc'sh customs — Cmidie bearer's perquisites 
— 'Uoiith i..f tltlue'iicda — Untuned bv Kim- 1-!i.1whvli-- Kll'iviim di-piiUcr-sc I bv 
her uncle— .Klbei lie ia buried in St. Peter's, Gloucester. 

A srNGi.TLART.T romani.ic I'lecndury account exists of the first intro- 
duction 01 Alfred the Groat to his fm.nre consort Elswitba. Alfred, like 
ITat-oun a] liaschid, was fond of visiting ami informing himself of the 
condition of every claw of his subjects. On one occasion be set out, 
accompanied by a. courtier named Etbelbert, and in his rambles slopped 
a! the boils;: of Albanac, it chieftain of rank and power, whoo.fi name 
would indicate his descent, to luive boon rather British than Saxon. This 
nobleman received his sovereign with welcome, and his wife and three 
daughters, all of whom were extremely beautiful, attended on him, as 
was the custom. Tin: dignified deportment of Elswitha, one of the young 
Saxon ladies, and Ibe grace ami elegance of her person, eclipsed that of 
her sinters at supper, when waiting upon the King. Alfred was- much 
attracted with her charms, ;md praised her beauty i:i glowing terms. The 
impression made upon him was observed by Albanac, who, when the 
company se[iarated for the night, communicated hi,, snspichins to his wife. 
The King, ou his part, at. retiring, bad confided to Etliolbert his admira- 
tion of Kis.M-ii.hiL, who. with a courtier's tact, approved of his choice. 
JSes: morning, when day broke, Albanac prescr.lcd himself at the door 
of his royal guest. l'e'r|Ucsling immediate admittance. The Kiua: be.dc 
him enter; ou which, to liis surprise, he beheld Albanac, with a drawn 
sword in his hand, conducting ins three daughters, who, clad in the 
deepest, mourning, seemed overwhelmed with the most, poignant distress. 
•' What is it. 1 see'; 1 ' exclaimed Alfred. "A father," returned Albanac, 
'■' whoso honour is more dear to him ihan life h'self. You are my King, 
and I am your subject, but not your slave. You are well acquainted 
with uiy illustrious ancestors, and it is now proper yen should iiuow mv 
sent.tmcn's. Last night yen discovered a particular attention to my 
dauei-ter. If you have conceived the idea of dishonouring mv house. 
29 W (337) 
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you see tin; sword t.hnt shall in an instant saerif:eo these unhappy victims, 
w/jiivjj; to sacrinec. themselves; but if a pure flame it kindled jr your 
breast, my alliance will not disgrace the crown : choose, there tor e, and 
Dame heT that is lorn to such d:stinfu:ir,hed hooour !" 

This somewhat abrupt proceeding, the legend goes on to say, did rot 
displease -A I'Vcm I, who, appreciating [.lie noble and (laving rnurn^;: of Ihr; 
father of Elswitha, immediately professed his readiness tit make her his 
wife, and she was soon afterwards Queeo. That, the King had chosen 
his partner wisely, was proved by subsequent events. Elswitha was vir- 
tuous and amiable, and inspired her noble husband with a lasting aJfeo- 
tion for her. 

It is a subject of pleasing contemplation lo trace the feelings of Alfred 
on the subject of connubial affection, which appears from bis writings, 
wherein be expresses himself in terms of enthusiasm. A passage in 
ISoeihius, transited by Alfred, runs thus: some additions to Ibo original 
being made by the King, these are given in italics: — ' 

! 'Liveth not thy wife also! She is exceedingly prudent and very 
modest. She has excelled all other women in purity. I may, in a few 
words, express nil her merit; ibis is, that iu all her manners she is like 
her father. She lives now for thee, the.it ab.iM.. Umax:, aim hi-n 'nav.'/ht 
cue ivl- thee. She ha* enowjk of every ijood in thi'a present life, but aim 
h"a i leap! aid it all for thee alone. She h"a yshmmcl it all, heronae onhf 
ah:: hiix nut thee also. Thia one thiii'j ia now icoiitirt/j to her. Thine 
absence makes her think that a'.l which she possesses is nolbirig. Hence 
for ihy love she is wasting, and full nigh dead with tears and sorrow." 
-Alfred dwells on the ' vivat t.Jbi ' of Boclbios with manifest delight. 
and dilates upon the thought ^ if with ford recollections of :1m conduct 
of his own wife, who shared his adversity with him." 

Such legends as those are valuable as showing the habits and manners 
of the times, and prove how lawless and turbulent, they were, when no 
confidence was placed in the honour of (hose the highest, in power, when 
their gratification was at stake. Alfred himself was superior to the 
period at which bo lived, and a t'ew years alionvards suspicion would not 
have fallen on him; but al this nine, he was only just eomo to the crown, 
:,ud. beinu stiil very yum g. bad nut as ye; had an opp;;r! unity of pinvirg 
to Ids subjects Lin rare and remarkable worth. 2 

The real history of bis marriage is merely that his wife Klswitha was 
the daughter of F.tholfrid, 5 surnuioed Muril, Ealdorniau of Mcreia; and 
that her mother was nobly born, being Kdburga of the royal house of 
Mercia. Alfred wa- just twenty when be married, and daring the nup- 
tial festivities, which lasted several days, he was seized with an alarming 
malady, from which, it is said, "he enjoyed scarcely a day's respite 
during more than twenty years of his useful and active life."* 

He never, however, allowed the acute pain of his malady to interfere 



a t,y Google 



with Lis manly resolution; ami by t lie force of his extraordinary wit, 
contrived to master bis bodily sufferings, wddeh are, indeed, said rather 
to have strong! li en ed Ids mental energy. 

The year of Elswdtha.'s marriage, a. n. SOS, was noted fur a terrible 
famine, felt in all parts of Europe, so that in some places the living r.ro said 
to linve foil upon the bodies of the dead '. And ii is further said, that tin.: 
famine was followed, in SiiO, " by a great mortality of man and beast," 
The tutor both of Alfred and his father, Hwiihun, 1>ishop of Winches- 
ter, died at this time, and desired to be burled in the open churchyard, 
instead of the chancel of the minster, when; the ashes of the great re- 
posed, " that the drops of rain might wet his grave ; thinking that no 
vault was so good to cover his grave as that of heaven." The popular 
Scottish proverb and superstition contained in the following lines, proba- 
bly arose from the expression lie used: — 

"S'.iint SwitSiin's Day, if thou dost rain, 
For l'ortv cays it will remain ; 
Saint Swithfn's Day, if thou be fair, 
For forty days 'twill rain nao mair." 

Asser, who frequently saw the mother of Klswitha, calls her a vene- 
rable woman, " illustrious and pious," and from the time of her hus- 
band's decease, she had ever lived ike life of a true widow.' 

Elswitha had five children, Edward the Elder, Ethelwold, Ethelfleda, 
K'hcieitba, and EL-witha, of each of vvhnni seme account will be given. 
JJesidi s these she bad several who died in infancy, one of whom, Ed- 
mund, bad been intended by A'.frcd for his successor on the throne. 
Ehvvitha was deeply attached to her husband, and to judge from his 
character, her own conduct, and the merits of her family, she was not- 
only a good wife, but a. happy mother 

The companion of Alfred in vrosprrity, Eisivitba shared with him his 
adverse fortunes. At a moment when almost every friend and adherent, 
bad fosakon the King, we find him contriving the erection of a fortress, 
in a place of security, ids firs: object being to remove Elswitha and her 
children to a spot free from danger, vddch lie happily succeed e,l in effect- 
After tune successive years spent in breve A encountering rhoso licri-e 
lies of England, the Danes, Alfred retreated for temporary security 
the little isle of Athc'ncy^ a spot of rising ground on the north -.:<h. 
of St.aumoor, bounded on the tea'th-west by the river Thone, over which 
there is a wooden bridge, sidl called Alhelrey Bridge. "Alfred built, a 
castle in Atheiuey, and made it a very strong hold, a:al forcing a way 
unto it by a bridge or causey ; for guard of the way, he built on either 
side a tower." This ever-memorable place was anciently environed with 
almost, impassible marshes and morasses, and could only be approino'd 
by a boat : 3 it had, moreover, a very large wood of alders, which har- 
boured stags, wdld goats, and ether beasts." Such was the place of 
refuge of the King ii.nd Queen and their children, who lodged in a small 

' Sharon Turner. 

■ A contraction of the Saxon word, meaning "Isle of Nohloa." 

1 Malmes'aury. 
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Iinuse belonging to St. Athelwine, formerly a. hermit there, son of King 
Kinigilfus.' 

During this period of adveisiLy. it is on record thai. Alfred experienced 
many privations, one of the groalesl being the want, of provisions: 
so that of a severe winter, which set. in under such unfavourable cir- 
cumstances for the royal faiuiiv, a ch ar a c (.eristic tale is told. The 
King's attendants were one day out on the perilous expedition of fish- 
ing, for the Danes were near,— a requisite duty to provide for the 
daily necessity, from which Alfred and Mlswii.ha were alone exempted. 
The King employed himself with reading, the Queen with her domes- 
tic occupations. At (his moment a poor pilgrim, passing the {rate, im- 
plored the monarch for a morsel of food. Alfred, calling to K-switha, 
requested her to give the man a portion of her provision. It, is said that 
their whole store consisted of hut, one loaf, and the equally humane 
Queen hcsilatcd a moment in the act of charity. Alfred, however, was 
not to he deterred by any selfish consideration from his generous purpose. 
He readily bestowed the liall' of his slender store on the mendicant, con- 
soling himself and his Queen w ir.h (.he reflection, that the benevolent hand 
v.'hi.eli could supply the necessities of five ihousand with but five loaves 
and two fishes, would doubtless provide for their future wants. Satis- 
faction and resignation accompanied this beneJieent action, which was 
rewarded by the speedy return of their companions, laden with an ample 
store of provisions. 2 

After Alfred quitted this retreat, arid had subdued his enemies, he 
fnuuded on the spot a monastery for Benedictine monks, to commemorate 
his gratitude to Heaven for the shelter it had afforded to himself and his 
family : this religious foundation was liberally endowed both by Alfred 
and his successors on the throne. 3 

Elswitha enjoyed the society of her beloved and excellent husband for 

' Biog. Brit. 

" fipi'liium relays l!.e story of the pilgrim as of his outlier, ant hi.- wiTe, tlimiirli 
he tli inks it was i hi; hit U:v who was with the Kic.i; ; Jin ate Inn irijr returned into 
France, and Osaur^iL hoing dead. After the (teed of charity, [lie Kiiur, 1 : : 1 1 1 : ■ ^ 

aslcon. dreamt nf i~t. Ciubbcrl, who c e to announce to him, in re'vanl of hU 

charity, that tie. should he restored to his kingdom, and that ids seriauts would 
ffict'lilj' re ruin with abundance of iisti. liis rn (drier, who also had fall mi asleeii, 
was culled liy the Kin- v.dio declared his dream in her, nnd loan it she had dreeiat 
the sumo thintv, which, while they wore yet I.nsj rcrtnuiling to each other, wa- 
in part realised h_y I he return ut Shear a -ten -hints. — Ppetnnm. 

* A jewel of gold, enamelled lite a boJa or amulet, to hang round the neck, 
civce-ascribcd, in Sa_\ou c-haraclors, " Alfred ordered me to he unide," wn.fi 1'oiuul 
there. It is now it: the Ashmolean M useiim. An iiueraih.i; of it may lie seen 
in (lough's Camden (70).— Turner. 

The monastery Alfred built, in Athe'ncy was of wood. It was borne upon four 
main wooden pillars, and enclosed round anon I n"i.h oahroliin^s or chi nee'. -work ; 
they hating not then the use of ;rlass. nor other mean- so slml out the violence, 
of weadher, nnd yet lot in •oifiUecnt light, tlnm r.y tine open-work carvings, aad 
lafsices of windew-woik, of which fte express Ihe enriosity) Malmesbuiy says 
that they weee carved fpcre siibi.nrk-n. According to S[-.i:l]iian (sou notes.i, there 
were four cnncells. choirs, or chapelh, surrounding the urea or av(!ii'>ri/ of the 
church— Spelman, Life of Alfred, p. 166. 
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nearly twenty-eight, years : ' the two last which preceded his death, which 
occurred A. J). fH)t>, were marked by a great increase of frittering from the 
malady by which ho was afliict.ed. 2 During tlie kilter part of their union, 
the royal pair, hand in hand, ro stored and patronized many female rcli- 
gioos communities. The nunnery at .Shafted bury was founded by the 
King, and when ooinpleiod, Alfred placed in it his daughter Elhelgive, 
who assumed the government of the infant establishment, while several 
females of the first distinction hastened to profess themselves her 

Elswitha herself founded the Abbey of St, Mary, at Winchester, 

aided, us some say, by (ho King. Tins edifice, known also as Nunna- 
minstrc, or the New Mitist.ro, was situated in the east part of the eity, 
On the north side of the cathedral, with which it was parallel; but from 
the unhealthincss of its situation, and too groat proximity to the ca- 
thedral, was afterwards removed to Tlyde Meadows. 

King Egbert had entailed his estates, by hia will, oti his male de- 
seendants, to the exclusion of females: "to the spear-side and not to the 
spindle-side." Eruelwulf, his son, nftcr making his .soeoud son E'holber: 
King of Kent, bequeathed at ids death to the remaining three, certain 
lauds, which were to come eventually to tin; survivor. Alfred, surviving 
his two eider brothers, made a new agreement, that the survivor should 
enjoy the personal estate of the other, and with it the lands bequeathed 
by Etltehyulf. .Before, however, Alfred's will was made, he assembled 
the Thanes of Wesson, at Langdou, "lest any one should say that I had 
defrauded my kinsfolk ;" for by the same agreement, it, had been stipu- 
lated with Mthelred, (hat all real property, acquired by grant or purchase, 
should be left to the nephews of the survivor. Wherefore Alfred's will 
states, iha-t. if any of the lands which be left, to females had. descended 
to him from hlgbert, he desired Ins heirs male to take the lands, and give 
to the females an equivalent in money. The Saxon Thanes having un- 
proved the King's title to the property, the following day he ciivided ius 
lands among his two sous, bis three daughters, his two nephews, his 
cousin Osi'orlb, aud his wife Elswitha. To each of his sous be left five 
bundled pound,; and to the Queen and the three Princesses, hot daugh- 
ters, foil]' hundred pounds each, at that time no inconsiderable sum of 
money. 4 Besides those, he left certain sums to his oaidormeu, servants, 
Liud bishops; fifty rnaneuses of gold to iifiy priesis, iifiy to the poor min- 
isters of God, fifty to poor people in distress, and fifty to the church 
in which he should be buried.'' To Queen Klswitha ho aLo be(]uoa:hod 
three towns ; Wantage, the birth-place of Alfred, was one of these, where 
Stood a palace of the Saxon Kings," The manor id' Ethauduue,' wi:it 
other Berkshire hinds, were also mentioned in the will of Alfred as left 
to Queen Elswitha. She had also other property, some of which was 
bestowed by herself on Glastonbury, and afterwards confirmed to that 
ehuroh by King Edgar. 8 

' Speed. * Walter Raleigh. ■ Lingartl 

' Bing. Brit. ' Liagard. ' Lyaons's Ma;. Brit 

■ [vlaoijUiai, near HungcrioriL -Lj-Bons. 

e Winchcomb— the name of whidi sanities " the V alloy of Battle," given, in 
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On the death of Alfred, Queen Elswitha retired to tbe Abbey of St. 

Mary, 'Wine luster. Eadburga, daughter of Edward tbe Elder, was 
abbess of this establishment, which followed the Moiiodictine rule, and 
w;is so popular t.b.'it, her name as patroness of the abbey was joined to 
tbai of tlio Virgin Mary, In whom it was dedicated. Elswitha, admiring 
the virtues of her grand-daughter Eadhurga, arid also witnessing tbe 
tranquillity enjoyed by her daughter tbe Abbess of Shaftesbury, resolved 
to pass bur declining years in religious seclusion. Iti the establishment 
and society of the Abbess Eadburga she died. a. p. HOI, having survived 
her excellent bushan'l onlv four years. 

The remains of King Alfred were at first interred in the Cathedral of 
Winchester; and we learn from Asset' that a magnificent monument of 
precious porphyry was erected to his honour, who was renowned as " the 
trur.li -teller" — one of the most noble of ;;1! characteristics in cither sove- 
reign or subject.' In compliance with his father's will Edward the Elder 
caused the edifiee of hew ruin stcr to be completed, and if was consecrated 
on the advent of St. Judoc, A. J). 0011, being at the first only a bouse and 
chapel for the learned monk. GrimbiiM. The foundation and chief parrs 
of the building had been laid and built by Alfred during his life, and 
( i lie i bald, l.bc first to set the King to the undertaking, was designed l:>y 
hlm <o be tbe first Abbot. The monastery was situated on the north side 
of Winchester Cathedral, with which it was parallel, and there wanted 
room for Some of its part,* : it was placed so near the cathedral that (ho 
singing-men in the choir of the one were easily heard into the choir of 
the other, and tins gave occasion of many differences about it. The place 
being so "straight, and hard to bo enlarged, the King was fain to pay the 
Btshop :■ niiirk of gold tor t-vvry loot of land which he was forced to buy, 
that, he might, have commodity sufficient for the sleeps or work-houses for 
his monks' "offices 2 belonging ro the monastery. 1 

Edward the Elder, on the com pic lion of the struct ore, placed in it 
secular canons, under St. tirhnba.hi as abbot;" 1 after which he caused the 
remains of his father, King Alfred, to be conveyed thither, with .solemn 
pomp and magnificence, from the adjacent cathedral. The body, also, of 
Queen Elswit.ha, which bad been at first entombed in St. .Mary's Abbey, 
.Xewminsfcr, was also, by his orders, conveyed thither, to be deposited 
with that of her husband. It was not, however, ordained that they 
should repose on this spot of their own selection; its contiguity to Win- 
chester Cathedral, and vmbealthinoss, of the situation, caused the subse- 
quent removal of the religious establishment to llyue Meadows, without 
the city, in the reign of Henry I., at which period it was known as St. 

A. d. 965, to Ghislonhury, by Queen Elsivitlui — was edit in the hands of the 
in, inks of (hiit establishment nt the time of the Norman survey. 

The Saxon Queen, says Turner, '-had her separate property ; for, in a gift of 
1'iiel, flic (fives fifteen imceriiscs, calling them :) pai[ uf (lie land of her own 
power. Slie had also officers peculiar to loir household ; fertile persons with 
whose consent and t.esr.inieny shu made the jiiaut, are ealbal her noblOFi," 

' A;ser says this ionic, was erected in it. Peter's, Winchester. 

■ Annals of Winchomb, 905. 
Speiman. * Butler. 
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OrimhakVs Monastery. The learned Tieauelerc and his Saxon Queen 
Jlaude, (.he descendant of .Alfred and Elswitha, in whom were united the 
interests of the Norman and Saxon cause, a (.tended in person the removal 
of the bono* of that, king and queen to the new edifice of Hyde Abbey. 
The monks of St. I.irimlxdd's, in solemn procession on the oeeas:nn, car- 
ried with (bom the relies of three saints, as well as I ho remains of Alfred 
and Elswitha. During the civil war of 1112, Hyde Abbey was burnt !o 
the ground, and a grea"t part of its treasures perished in the flames : the 
edifice was, however, rebuilt in the reign of Henry II., and restored to 
its former rani; and splendour, which it retained till the desirucrion of 
relidous bouses at the .Reformation, at which period it was reduced to a 
heap of ruins.' . 

Ethclfleda, the first-born of Alfred's children by Queen Elswitha, was 
esteemed the most. learned, as she was the most remarkable, woman of 
her time, and singularly distinguished fur masculine spirit a.nd abilities. 
This princess conferred on her country many benefits; and her prompti- 
tude and valour saved it more than once from these rapacious ravagers, 
the Danes. In talent, site more nearly resembled her glorious father than 
any of bis children ; and equally to her mother was she indebted for 
those noble qualities which made her illustrious. At a very early age, 
Ethe^ficda was married to Ethclred, Earl of Mercia, who, being m an 
infirm state of health, was frequently prevented attending (■" the care of 
government. His place was, on these occasions, well supplied by lus 
wise and learned consort, whose groat foresight and prudence in the con- 
duct of public affairs were acknowledged from the first. There are 
records extant which prove that she took part even in her father's 

After Alfred's death, Edward the Elder bestowed anew on his sister 

and her husband conjointly, or perhaps only confirmed, the government 
of Morcia. with tins title of ;l Snbregmus Moreinrum" to the .Earl. Ac- 
cording! y in an instrument of WcrfVcd, j iishop of Worceslei', l.o that, church, 
made \"i> f»H, the rovai couple are both together styled in the Saxon 
toniruu -T'.thred, the Alderman or Duke, and Ethelfled, the Lords of 
Mercia. A period of twenty-four years must have elapsed between the 
date of tins charter and the one first mentioned. Other charters granted 
by this princess bear her signature alone, thus, " Ego fCtbolflcd consensu" 
" I'lUie bled it's piety, according to the opinion of that time was great. 
After the birth of a daughter? she resolved to devote herself solely to a 
life of heroism and the care of her country's good, instead of indulging 
in the happiness of maternity; and her husband, sickly and weak horn 
in mind and body, did not oppose her will. She,- therefore, threw off all 
the weakness of her sex from that lime, and appears in history rather as 
a general than as a mother or wife. She founded monasteries, as one at 
G-fouceuter testifies, and it was there that, Ethclred, dying, was entombed, 
in 912. 
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After his death, conjointly with her brother, Edward the Elder, she 

exerted nil her energies to repel the Danes, and bv her counsels and acts 
greatly aided the King. 

As soon as Elhelfleda became it widow, Edward made a partition of 
Jlori-ia, iij.f.^viitlj- with li or full ccnsotifc. sti>>i(jxinir London and Oxford 
to his own dominions ni'Wrssci, and committing the oilier poi-tiuu of ihe 
government to her care.' Prom this time l.il[ her death, a period „: ( .j f ,I, t 
years, lithe. Hcda held sovereign rule with the title of Lady of Mcrei'a, 
and rim extraordinary martial talents she exhibited during this senson of 
j'.'iver procured her (l,e honourable tides not only of "Queen." but of 
" King-' also, as if tlio.se of C'onnicssdady, which she possessed, were in- 
adequate to express her heroism. 

Her attention was chiefly directed to the necessity of erecting fortresses 
iii different parts of r.bc kingdom, to prevent: the 'Danes tVoiu'exlendin- 
ih.sr territory, and of checking their inroads; for many fastnesses had 
tailor, ntto tbo bands of those dangerous intruders, who'could '1ms bold 
the whole country in foar and subjection. At Hereford, and at Wit.iiani in 
i' j; ..sox, I'ldwisril built strong places; and in the same year of her becnon,- 
a wamw, (he .Mxon Chronicle records that Elbclfledj, "on the lloly l<lvo 
ealled the Invention of tbe TJoly Cros.," came lo Hhergale. and built the 
torn-ess there, and another at Bridgnorth in the same%c;n- \ monas- 
tery, dedicated to 8t. i.iariiubas, was likewise founded by tbe <> Ladv of 
Mercia," at Dnu.ncsburgb,-' (.hat year, which sliorily afr.er fdl to decay 
One of rue royal palaces of King Olfa was at Ta.uworth, whence many 
charters or siiccecoing sovereigns were dated. 'J'hi.. town became, in <J | 3 
tii..: residence of fkhclileda, wiio restored it from the ruinous condition in 
which ir. had been piaeed by the incursions of tbe Danes. .She erected a 
tower there, " in the fore part of the summer," says the Chronicle on 
the wi.dichd nie.unt upon which the present castle stands. In si c same 
year, before l.anonas, "the l",ady of Mereia," built a fortress at Stafford ■ 
this being the first authentic record given of that town. 

Early in the summer of 014, Ethelfleda built a fortress at Eddoshnrv 
and late m the anfumn of that year, another at Warwick. Dmelale who 
refers the foundation of Warwick Castle to rltheHicda, tells us thai there 
was a mound of the same form there, and with terraces similar to that of 
Durham Castle, in 91 5, Ethelfleda caused the dungeon of Warwick 
Castle to be made, which is a strong tower or platform/upon a large and 
high mount of earth, artdidaily raised (such being usually placed towards 
the side of a ensile or fort which is least deicn.sible). the substance 
whereof is yet to be seen. 

Id. 915, "after mid-winter," was built the fortress of Cherburg and 
ihat. iii. Warburton ; anil tbe same year, before mid-winter, one at liun- 
Coru, 3 also the town of Wurham, and Fadt^burv, beta nam-d lo- lienor 
of Wendover. ' ° 



i, Loland, Dugilale. * j Q Cbeebirfl. 

, in (uiesliire, on the banks of the Mctss>v, mis on -final! v built bv 
:' hilieiu-;-;!;,.. Tlierivnr liuro smldciily curil.cacts tVuinii ,■■,;,..;, J : ...... i .lJ. 

i narrow channel, by a projecting point of lioig horn tlic Lui.Mjhiri' 
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Iu those days there were very few defensible places, such as we new 
call casl.les, which rendered it vary difficult, for the English to defend 
themselves from tlio incursions of foreign invaders; a defect which gave 
great advantages to William of Normandy, who was so sensible of the fie', 
that after tiie victory of Hastings, he neglected not to raise "a sufficient 
store of forts throughout the realm." ' EtbeMIoda had, before the Nor- 
man Prince, perceived the danger which this deficiency paused in Eng- 
land, and her exertions in this respect, to defend the country from the 
Banes, cannot he too highly appreciated, litgulphus justly observes of 
this Princess, who, by some one is styled a " restore]' of the brick," that in 
respect of the fortresses she built, and the armies she managed, she might, 
have been thought a mao." 

Ethelfleda exerted herself successfully against the "Welsh, preventing 
them coming to the aid of the Ihinos. This glorious achievement was 
accomplished iu 010, when " the Lady of Meroia," at tiic head of a large 
army, entered Wales, and stormed Brecknock, whore she took the 
■'' King's wife," and thirty-four of her attendants, prisoners.' This event, 
by which the Welsh became tributary lo Mereia. occurred within three 
nights of the feast of St. Oirisius, and in Wales was (railed "GwixUhy 
Dinaa Neun/dd," or "the Battle of the New City." The object of 
E [.belli oil a, in this expedition, was to punish the Welsh for having put to 
death the innocent Abbot Egbert. 

The Queen whom Ediclficda made her captive, was Angharad, the 
wife of Owen, The name she bore was correspondent to the English 
word Anne, and Was exceedingly popular in Wales, three oilier Queens 
being distinguished by it, ail worthy of notice. The first Angharad was 
Queen of lioderio the Great, and mother of three princes, among whom 
that, monarch divided Ids dominions prior to his decease, building for 
each, in his peculiar district, a royal residence ; from which time the 
brothers were known as "the three crowned Princes," eacli wearing, on 
his helmet, a coronet of gold, or broad head-band, indented upwards, and 
set and wrought with precious stones. 3 The only daughter of .Meredith, 

side: and opposite lUmCiirn-gap, as the above strait is denominated, lit.iieltie.ia, 
erected a castle to defend '.Vis ciitvemity of her vast domain. 

"Not a vesliec of tMs building can he seen: but its site is marked by the 
name of iJn-. en .•,■;',•, jdven to a trina^i.dur ]dccc el' latnf, suvr,.,un!.tei.i Willi a. innnnl 
of earth. jo'ting cut. info the river, guarded on the water side by lea;,'- -i ■ I ' r,- : :s 
um! broken prcei niccs, mid eat ell' (Vera 1.1 ie land l,y a ditch si s yards in width. 
I'he parodied cbni.d! stands a.bnvo the (Jostle-reek: its foimdaiiuii was iM'ob:,',py 
coeval wil.ii the castle, i in was certainly j.n ier to iho Corapiest, since Me;e. liar, u 
of llaiton, bestowed il on Ids brother Wolfrith, a priest, iu the time of the Con- 
queror." — .lint-ton and Braylay. 

When Alfred repaired and restored the ditferent ensiles which had been de- 
molished hy the Danes, he, for the first time, boilt of stone niaay of those which 
had fnrincrlv been constructed of earth : ef this ninnher was Moiwich Castle. 
"Alfred's Castle" t'aove was afterwards entirely destroyed by (he Danish King, 
Sweyn, father of Canute the Great." 

1 Dugdalc, Saxon Chronicle. 5 towel, Caradoc of Llancarvau. 

s Sax. Chron., Caradoo of Llan: "TTri Tywysoo Talaethiaj" (the three baud 
let-wearing princes). 
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Both the houses of Tud ,r and Stuan Inn,- been derived fro,:. Rndorie 
the Grout: the wife of Rhys ap Twdwr, ancestor of Owen Tudor, the 
father of Henry VIL, being descended from A.n^barud, Queen of Lie- 
wulyri ap Seisyllt, by a second marriage with Cynf'yn Hirdrei'. The 
house of Stuart is derived frt.mi Xesia, 1 p : nml.daoglitor of Angharad : her 
parents being Griffith ap Llewelyn and Run u If. Fleauee. mti of the 
>J:m.yLC mr.nlered by Maobfit.li, sought, safety and shelter in'the court, of 
Gnihib. in >,orl,li Walos, but returned the kind reception there given him 
by the seduction of the Princess Ncsta, or Agnes, who gave birlli til a 
son, namod Waltor. 2 Fleance paid the forfeit of Ins life for bis broach of 
fulh, iiLidtbc utifbrtumde Princess was reduced, by her father's orders, to 
a condition of servitude. The misfortunes of Lis "parents were much teir- 
by their son Walter, whose temper was violent, as is shown by the man- 
ner in which he resented insult. Being one day reproached with bis 
ignoble origin by a young man with whom lie hud quarrelled, lie killed 
bun on the spot. To protect himself fro in punishment, he fled to Scot- 
land, where he .succeeded in obtaining a post anions the Fmdish attend- 
ants of Margaret, Queen of Malcolm, and conducted himself so well, that 
he was soon advanced in the royal favour, and became steward of Scot, 
laud, and receiver of the revenues of the realm. 5 From the office held 
by Waiter, lie derived the surname of Stewart, and his descendants born 
the same; not only the royal bouse of Smart, but many noble Scottish 
ian.ibes are derived from this source. 

It may be thought curious to mention here some of the ancient Welsh 
customs as concerned their Queens. 

The Queen had, by the laws of Wales, a fine for saraad, or offence, 
which might be committed three ways: — 

Firstly : " When her protection shall be violated," that is, "the right 
to conduct beyond the bounds of the country, without pursuit ami with- 
out obstruction." 

Secondly : " When she shall be struck in anger ;" or, 
Thirdly : « When a thing shall be forcibly taken out of her hand." 
The fine for (.his very unmanly treatment of a crowned bead was to be 
only "one-third of the King's saraad. the gold and silver excepted. 
Now, the fine for the King's; saraad was as follows :—" One hundred 
kino; a silver rod, with three knobs at the top, and three at the bottom, 
which shall reach from I he ground to the King's face, when he shall sit 
in his chair, and as thick as bis ring-linger; and a golden cup, which shall 

' Ststn. is nseil in Wales fur tin: Gvcmk Alices: in the tireek. it means chnsle. 
The French write it Ignati.i.— Ca.maVu's Remains. 

The aauiB name applied to a mm is exemj^iiisit in Unit of Ignatius Lojola. 
Caradoo, Llujd. ' Warrington. 
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hold the King's full draught, and as thick as the nail of a ploughman, 

when lie ha? ploughed seven year*; and a g'lld over, «s broad us tin': 
Krii'jz fan; and as thick at the edge of the cup." Now, as the gold 
nod silver was to be excepted in the fine for the Queen's " saraad," the 
value of little more than' thirty-three cows was all the compensation that 
she was entitled to for the insults above named. 

The Queen occupies a low Nation, also, in the arrangements made for 
Ihe interior of the palace. Kvcry one of the King's officers has an ap- 
propriate place in the hall, but the King'.* wife occupies her solitary 
chamber. 1 where she is wailed upon by a single attendant h ami -maiden ; 
a steward, " who ia to serve her in her chamber with meat and drink ;" 
and a page, "who is to convey messages between the ohamber and the 
ball, keep the keys of her coffers, and supply the chamber," and two or 
three inferior allendarus : " ami it is lurtimr enacted, that when the Queen 
shall will a song in her ebamber, let the bard sing a song respecting Cam- 
Ian,' and that not fovd, lest the hall be disturbed." So that it would 
seem her enjoyments were to be considered only an second to those o( her 
guests and subjects, who assembled to carouse over their meal. 

Among the inferior attendants of the Queen, one was a candle-bearer, 
whoso pie;. Mint perquisite b. to be " all the tups be shall bite off the can- 
dles, also the broken bread ai.d fragments that fall over the Queen's 

No female domestic seems to have been employed in the King's house- 
hold, except the Queen's handmaiden, the bakiiig-wnuan, and ;be laun- 
dress. These last two were allowed the right of protection, — the bakmg- 
woman as far as she could throw her kneading bat, the laundress as far 
as she could throw her washing-beetle. 

These laws, generally speaking, place the value of every ordinary 
woman at one-third of that of her husband, and arrange that, in eases 
of separation by mutual consent, the joint property should be fairly 
shared between them. 

" If husband and wife separate, the husband has the swine and the 
sheep; if only one kind, to be shared. Goats are to the husband. Of 
the children, the oldest and youngest to llie husband, the middlemost Lo 
the wife. The household furniture to be shared, but the mifking-vessels, 
except the pail, to the wife; the husband, the drill king-vessels and riddle ; 
the wife, the sieve. The husband has the upper stone of the hand-mill; 
the wife, the lower one. The upper garments are the wile's; the under 
t.rarmetits, the husband's; and the kettle, coverlet, bolster, fuel, axe, settle, 
and all the hooks except, one, the pan, trivet, axe, bill, ploughshare, flax, 
linseed, wool, and the house-bag, to the wife; if any g;ild, it is to bo 
sliared between tliem. The husband to have the corn above the ground 
and under, and the barn, the poultry, and one of the eats ; tho rest to 
the wife. To the wife, the meat in the brine, and the cheese in the brine; 
those hung up belong to the husband, '['be boiler, meat, ami cheese, in cut, 

1 In Brittany, even ;;i liie present day, tin! wife is tho least cared for of tiie 
famiiv, ami is expeiae'l tr> altead on tin: uthia's. 
' Tlie battle in which Arthur fell. 
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belong to the wife; also, as much meal as she tan carry be two on her arms 
and knees, from the s tore -room to the house. Their apparel In bo divided.''" 
"Tho wife 1i:lcJ an exclusive right to her jewellery and wearing ap- 
parel," and the wife of a "privileged or free, man might lend her under 
garment, mantle, lieadoloth, and shoes, without consent of her husband, 
and can give meat and drink unrestrictedly, and can lend the furniture. 
Tin., w.fc of the 'taeog,' or bondsuuu, could only lend her hend-eoverimr 
and ot her houshold utensils, only her sieve and riddle: and those, but 
at tho distance she can bo heard calling, with her feet on the threshobi, 
'due reasons for those restrictions, in regard to the wile of the bondsman, 
was probably owing lo (be tact that the household goods, and even the 
clothing, were (lie property of the bondsman's master." 2 

On the capture of Queen Angharad, the Welsh King, Owen, fled to 
Derby, where bo was kindly receive,! by the Dunes. Ltbellleda, apprised 
oi tms, followed Owen thither with her army; and in 018, the Sa\o>> 
Chronicle informs us, that " with the help of God, before Lammas," she 
conquered that city, Willi all that thereto belonged. Tho Queen, on this 
memorable occasion, had nearly lost her life through her heroism'. Speed 
compares^ her to Zcnobia, saying, that her person was in the greatest 
eanger waon endeavouring to enter the gale, multitudes of the Danes 
resisting her progress; she, however, persevered and succeeded in enter- 
ing the town, though many of her officers fell in the encounter, and four 
ot her warriors, wiio guarded her royal person, and were most dear to ner, 
were slain when lighting by her side, by Owen, the Welsh King;' a cir- 
cumstance which was to her '-a cause of sorrow." Caradoe. describing 
'his struggle, says, that when G-wyaue, Lord of the Isle of Ely, Ltheh 
fleda's steward, perceived tho Queen's danger, he set lire lo the gal::-, ami 
rushing furiously on the Britons, entered the town; on which. Owen, 
(hiding lie was overmatched, chose rather to fall by ihe sword, than cow- 
ardly to yield himself to a woman. Boadioea appears revived in this 

The year 920 witnessed the recovery of Leicester and York from her 

enemies, the Danes. Leicester was taken early in the year, without, loss, 
and the greater part of the army that belonged to it, submitted to her 
At this period the character of Klheifieda again reminds us forcibly of 
her illustrious father. The historian of the city of Leicester 1 says, "she 
relieved m many places the distresses of mankind, which the horrors of 
war had made miserable. The city of Leicester she beheld with the 
tenderest compassion, which had been honoured by a royal residence, but 
whoso beauty and strength had fallen to decay bv the annihilating power 
of war. Its miserable inhabitants she succoured; its wasted d'wolim-s 
she bade to rise from their ruinous heaps in pleasing order. Sue repaired 
ks lortihcations, and built a wall that encompassed the city, of such 
amazing strength that it is called by Matthew Paris huU^luble. "The 
toumiauuu of the wail is discoverable in many places at this day; aud 

' Ancient Lnws ami lnhi.ir.nles of Wales, p. 38. 

' Miss Lawrence's History of Woman in England. 

1 Sjsou Chronicle. ' Thoresby. 
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such is the. tenacity of the mortar, that whenever (he inhabitants of Lei- 
cester have occasion to remove any part of tlic foundation, the stones of 
which it was built, are found almost inseparable." 

After the reduction of Derby by Etbeb'lcda, the Yorkists promised, and 
confirmed, fame, by agreement, and some with oalhs, that they would be 
in her interest. 1 Oil the submission of Vml;, the independent organisa- 
tion of the " Seven Burghs" was broken up. 2 

After ati eight years' reign, arid many glorious acts, I'hlielfieda died at. 
TaTinvori.li. This event, which occurred twelve nights bil'ore midsum- 
mer. illiO, was felt by the public, who loved and venerated her, as their 
own private loss, and deeply mourned by Kin;: Edward, wh", at t!ie time 
deprived him of I. bis beloved sister ami faithful ally, iv;;s staying lit Stum- 
ford. .Directly the intel licence of the death of I'lihe'iiloila reached him, 
the King rode to Tamworth, where he received the allegiance of all the 
people of Alercia. Not only the subjects of Etbeldod'i rendered homage 
to Edward, hut. the three Kings of .North Wales sought him for their 
lord: and on his proceeding l.o Nottingham, which he secured and fot't.i- 
lied, all the Mercians there, whether Danish or English, espoused his 
cause. Thus the influence of the royal Lady of Alcreia. even after her 
death, procured for her brother I lie universal homage of those tribes whom 
she had compelled to acknowledge her power. 

A share of power for a time was permitted by Edward l.o rest, in the 
hands of Elfwiua, only child of luhelikda, who had been formerly piaeed 
by her mother under the King's guardianship, 3 ta.it of this she was after- 
w;:rds deprived by Edward, or, tie.: plea lhat she had promised marriage 
to "Reynold, the Danish King, " u-itlunU hi a k amr-ktl y\." Whether or 
not this was a true charge, the 1'riueess was - deprived of all au:hority,'" J 
and conveyed as an honourable captive into Vyesses. Ucr imprisonment 
took place "about three weeks before mid-winter," so thai (.lie: duration 
of her power was short. From this time the name of Ethelfleda's 
daughter disappears from English history, Mcrcia being annexed by 
Edward to his own dominions. Uaradoc of Elancarvan considers that 
Edward's unjust conduct to Ins niece brought upon him the troubles 
which followed in his kingdom. 'Turner, however, remarks that, in the 
latter part of Edward's reign, a. peculiar spirit seemed to have excited the 
Anglo- Danes ; an argument in favour of I'khvard having been obliged to 
act a.s lie did from motives of personal security, and to defend himself 
from the da.ngor of Elt'wina's directing her power against the security of 
the State. 

The remains of Ethelfleda were deposited in St. Peter's, Gloucester, in 
the southern porch, where they were discovered in the time of Arch- 
bishop Thurstiui, on the occasion of the foundations of the church being 

'■ Saxon Chronicle. 

^The Five Burghs were "Lincoln, Xottiiigham, Derby, Leicester, and Stam- 

f in). Chester ami Yorli coulil 'in", i be !■:■:■!- 1 : .ti a. i -'.: direct a" Ma ace : lii it when 

there was a, common action among them, they were called the ' Sevtu Burghs."' 

' Caradoc of Llancanaii. * Saxon Chronicie, V.-i1:: , :m\ e. 
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ciilnr:;^]. 1 The following lines are translated from Henry of lluiitiin;- 
dou (id ill? fact (if (ho I'uiiU'mjjnrii.i'io!! of (.hi- princess honouring hoc wi;h 
the title of King:— 

■■ Mighty E'.fleda! maiden, thou should'at boar 

Tlia name of Man : — though Nature cist thy frame 

In Woman's softer iiiuulil — yet he could fear 

Tliy matchless might ! Let him resign his claim, 

And, maiden, do thou change t--y sex's name. 
In grace, it queen — be hence a. king in might, 

Ami ages shall renounce [irond Cesar's lame, 
To gaze on thine, as on a fairer light! 
So, maiden, fare tb.ee well '. surpiisiunn q-.ieiiri, good nigSit ! ,: ; 

Malmesbury. ■ Elfleda potens, &c. 
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EGWINA, ELFLEDA, EDGll'A, AND ELFGIVA, 



?Li.-ji]in!i:i'! \::'i< of Alhcl-um's mother- -The loves of Ejrwina mitl Edward— Dream 
of the Shepherd's daughter— The nurse of the King's children— Adoption of 
Eiiwhia- -The brij^ii ILj^iit— Edward's second wile Eiflei.ia. : her seven eoildrcn 
— His third wife Edjiii'a [■I.liiiCji'.-i lawsuit am! will— Atheistan and Beatrice — 
Goda's dishonesty— Education of (he family of Edward the Elder — Eadhurga 
the nuu; her choice — Edw^d's death, and his sou Ethelword's — Athelstan 
named as successor — He provides for his fundly — iSeatrice marries Sihtrie, 
King of Northumherbimi K.lail'a marries Charles tin- Simple— Her trials and 
story— Edgifa nod EH'siua sent to G'crmany — Their taa Triune-list of the sisters 
—Hugh the Great and ildilda — The in:irriiiL'e presents— lie vived fortunes of 
EdgifiL and her son, Louis d' On ircnu'r— [test, nation :iud imprudence — Harsh- 
ness of Louis to his mother— Trie widow of Edward the Elder still goes on with 
her lawsuit — Edmund the t'iou* — St. Dunstan— The precipice — Elfgiva — Lc 

gend — Explanation of the dream Edmund assassinated— Iteay Cross on Stan- 

mort — Monasteries— Edvod :uni HI. Duiislan— Edwy ihe Tyrant ; his ill-iisagt 
of his grandmother- Edaar re-cstddishes her in her rights— She bestows her 
property on the church— Her death. 

The marriage of Edward the Elder with the beautiful maideu 

Egwina is not mi ascertained fact} but she was the mother of one 
of the greatest and the most worthy of the Kings of England, and 
the preference of Alfred for hfiu above liis other grandchildren, as well 
as of Edward above all his sons, might lead to the conclusion that 
he was considered legiliinat.e, although his Wrl.li was brought forward as 
;i reproach to the good and learned Athelstan by the disahv-efed aniono 
bis subjects. Tin.! legend of the loves of Eg win a and Edward is, told by 
several chroniclers: by \Yiliiam of Mahuesbury. who at. the same time 
calls her " illustris foeniiua ; " and Florence, who does the same, naming 
her " mulier nobilissima." It is, therefore, by no means improbable that 
she really was the wife of Prince Edward. The story is thus told : — 

In the time of King Allied there was a shepherd's daughter, a young 
maiden of extraordinary beauty, who had so singular a vision in her sleep 
that it became the theme of the whole neighbourhood, and reached the 
King's ears. She dreamt that as she lay on her bed, a bright light, as 
of a full moon, shone forth from her body and illumined all England. 
The nurse of King Alfred's children was told of this dream, which bj 
her was repeated to the Queen, who told it to her husband. Alfred was 
so much struck with the fact, that he bad the maiden sent for, and re- 
ceived her into bis house, adopting her from that, time and treating her 
as his own child, .She remained, therefore, under the nurse's care 

(861) 
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T'rineo Kdward who was Tint at. the time at home, returned ji; duo Bourse, 
and visiting his nurse, was astoni-hed and delighted with the addition to 
the family. The extreme beauty of Egwina, which seemed to make an 
impression on ail, did not fail to fascinate the young prince. Whether 
Egwina's birth was known to King Alfred to tie noble, and that, aware 
of her having been concealed as the shepherd's daughter, he did not 
oppose the passion of his sent, ov whether they wore united "before lie 
knew of it, is net ascertained. Alhelst.an, and a sister called Beatrice, 
were born to Edward; and from the first,, his subjects then, and the 
world since, might agree that lie was the bright light of his mother's 
dream, for he iiifed all England with a L'lory never known before. 1 

Egwina appears to have died immediately after the birth of her daugh- 
ter, and Edward was free to ma.he what a!liaueo he pleased. Very soon 
after her death, ho married Eltleda, daughter of the Saxon Ear.!, Etbe- 
line. He- had not, then succeeded to the crown, but in IKil he was crowned, 
(vitls his queen, in great, pomp, at Kingston -upon/rhames. 

Eltleda bore seven children to her husband, and Edward found himself 
a widower for the second time, for her life seems to have coded prema- 
turely. He, however, in a short lime appears again as a husband, having 
married a lady of high birth, named Edgil'a, the daughter of Earl 
Sighelm. 

This Queen, almost immediately after marriage, became involved in 
the intricacies of a lawsuit. Tier father Pighehn bail engaged part of 
bis land in a. mortgage, ;md after his death it was redeemed by the oath 
of Edgifa, which by the Saxon laws was eonsidercd as equivalent, in value 
to the worth of the money which Sighelm had paid to the mortgagee, 
but for which he had neglected to obtain a charter of release. 2 The 
Queen's wdll, which may be seen in the Appendix to Lye's Saxon "Dic- 
tionary, where it is translated from the Anglo-Saxon into Latin, throws 
much iight on this singular transaction, and on the habits of Queen 
Edgifa' s daya. 

In her will, .Edgifa declares to the Archbishop of the ("'on vent of Christ's 
Church, at, Canterbury, how the land of Cowlimr came to her, viz. — " That 
her father had granted to her the land and deed, as he rightfully acquired 
it, and his ancestors granted it. to him. It, happened that her father bur- 
rowed thirty pounds of (}eda, and delivered to Idm this land us surety 
for the money, and he held it seven years. Then it happened that ail 
the Kentish men were in the war at Holme. But Sighelm, her father, 
was unwilling to set'out for the wars in any one's debt, and therefore 
repaid to Qooa the thirl) pounds, ami bofptea.tiied r.ho land to Edgil'a, his 
daughter. When lie ha.d fallen in battle, then f.ioda denied the pay-merit 
of the money, and kept possession of the land for six years. Then 
Jicrksige Ucyriug," persisted in affirming i-;, till at lemjth the nobles who 
were there, counselled Edgifa to purge the land of her father of so great 
a sum of money; and she accordingly made oath, in the presence of r.ho 
whole people at Arlcsford, and there cleared her father concerning the 

' l.appenberg, !'l. lVi^oru, William of Malieestiury. » Palgrave. 

' A Saxon lawyer! 
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She was not, however, allowed 
r friends bud prevailed upon 
King lldward to pTiiTul.it. (j-nda from holding it any longer, on pain of 
losing nil ho possessed; whereupon he gave it up. It happened after- 
wards, in course of time, that, l.bo Kiug expressed so much displeasure to 
(loda, that, lie gave him in an account of tiie deeds and lands; which he 
possessed. And (lie King, there i'i ire, delivered him and all his privileges, 
with tin; deeds and lands. In Edgif'a, tu dispose of as she pleased. Then 
she saiii. that she dared not, for fear of God, so retaliate en him as he 
had deserved of her; and she restored to him all his lands, except two 
oaracufes at Osterland. dint she would not return the deeds until she 
knew how far he would abide by them in respect to the lands which were 
to be his." These were, doubtless, the lands held by inorti_m»e from 
yiiilielni; and that Edgifi understood the character of the loan whom 
she had ti.i oppose in this !c«nl con rest, is evident by the snhsequerit events, 
as the will iiself declares, to which we shall have occasion to advert 



Edgifa had two sons by Edward, Edmund and Ed red, and two daugh- 
ters. Of the second marriage one son remained, and six daughters. Of 
the first, Athelslau and Beatrice, who were educated at a distance from 
Edward'- court, under the care of his sister, the Lady of Mercla ; there, 
though separated from ihoil' step- mother Edgitn, they preserved a lender 
ufTeolioti [or lior', and fir the numerous oifs'prhig of I'ldward, their father; 
of which many proofs occurred after the death of the King. 1 

Edward, in the careful education of his children, followed the example 
of his father's wisdom. Ilia daughters have been compared t:i those of 
Charlemagne, with whom a similar course was adopted. Their early 
years were devoted to the acepiirement of solid knowledge, affR the aceom- 
plishmenrs prized at the period were theirs; nor was the use of the distaff 
and spindle neglected by the Princesses; SO that their minds ami bodies 
Were idways Occupied- -the surest method by which good conduct can be 
preserved. Very preeiou> and eh Jioratc specimens in "raiments of wrought 
needlewiirk" and eiLi'iy English embroidery, an; said 10 have been produced 
by the diligouoe of these " . King's da.nglucrs." s 

The sons of Edward had equal means afforded them of gaining the 
information necessary to constitute good princes. 

A story ia related of Eadburga, reie youngest of Edgifa's daughters, 

1 Turner's Anelo ^hm.ih. 

"" Tin: sVdl of Ihe dr.uiOu.ers of [■lilivaril in spinning ami woavine: is praised in 
the bidu^l 'crius In' our histoviiir.s, ion; they were Hiteivisi.' insti ncteu witli ihe 
erente^t possible care in Ihe art of lieodh-wiirk : so renowned was their talent 
with tlie disbitf thru the term '■ ,;pi aster'' is saiii la have been derive: i I'm ml these 
royal lodirs. Witlt such noble tc moles before them for C'jnteinplntion, it is not 
to he wondered that we learn c-hut the hiisure lames of tbe Aeai women (even 
of the tirsl. i-iukl wi re spent in spinning :mi.i snob b'ic servile employments : i: ei- 
ther v-ii3 it ioiy dishonor for ihe indy ui' the house t-s ■ lie nim.eig her maids, In:" p- 
iinf them mid porloniung thu duties of die Immo in common wii.h them, while 
the lo:d ivas wil.li his men, assisting and ovi:j-:<.i:k i n^r them ; in -.my inst.auees of 
which mav be hrought te prove the ancient simi/iidiv ;m.l padimc's of ikeir man- 
ners— Mn<l'\> &ixoii AnHqm'ks. 

30* X 
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when only throe years of age. The princess was led by her father into 
a room; in which this King had previously placed in one part si ouantity 
of rings and bracelets; and a, chalice, with a book of the Gospel*, in 
another. Tlie child was desired by her father to make her choice between 
them, when disregarding the vain ornaments of a transitory existence, 
she ran to those objects dedicated to religion. Edward, tracing in the 
infantine act a predilection for the service of Uoaven, exclaimed with fer- 
vour, as he clasped her in bis arms, " G-o whither the Divine Spirit, calls 

thee : follow wil.ll happy footsteps the spouse whom thou hast chosen ["' 
Accordingly the royal child was consigned to the care of her grand- 
mother, Queen Elswilha, who resided at the eonvent at Winchester, titie 
dwelt, for many years after, among that holy sisterhood, distinguishing 
Lisrcioir hv acts of piety nut! humility.' Monkish chroniclers relate of 
Ler rare humility, that " she would at night, socreiiy remove the seeks 1 
worn by the several nuns, and after haying washed and r.artftOhi maiinO'd 
them, replace them oa the beds of her sleeping companions." 1 Long 
alter her death, the acts of I'iadbttrga were fondly recounted by the re- 
ligious of the nunneries of Winchester, and 1'ci'shore in Worcestershire, 
a', which last place her " sacred relies had been deposited, lint, wort: after- 
wards exhumed by Bishop Kt.lielwohl and placed in a rich shrine, the 
Abbess Klfieda liaving covered them with gold and silver." 

A. D. 925. — At the time of Edward's death he was residing at " Faru- 
don. in .Mereia, ''''"which is by some snpposod to be Faringdon, in lierk- 
shire. 6 A few days later the King was followed to the tomb by .Prince 
]■'" tli el word, the son of Klileda. his former Queen. l!o:.h father and son 
were interred with regal solemnity in the New Monastery of Winchester, 

' William oftMalmesbury. ■ Lingard. 

' Socca, or socks, were soiin'tiices made u:' leather, as it appears these of the 
nuns were, by the -' unci Mine" mentioned. 

' "lathe eighth and ninth cenluric*, rlie Angln-Siisoiis wore stockings refioh- 
im: half way up the thmh, called ii.v wr : . ■-■"-' nf i he pi-riml " Ihm ;' the most gene- 
ral m.iterial being linen, filtijiiuyii " '.kin hose" and " Untkv /««' are likewise 
often mentioned. Over these -c: .chinas hamis of ehnh, linen, and lru'.ln'r, were 
Worn, commencing i,t the ankle and tenoiua.iiim- a. liifh: below r.he simu-. gene- 
rally bourn! round the leg like the haybumis of a modern ost'.er, but s letimes 

uivHsi:],* eaoa ether, as they are worn to this nay by the people of the Alu:i//.i 
iitel tut: Appenines. in some i'timdeatious of the period a so: 1 ', of iuOif-stuoking 
is represented over the hose, instead of the bandages, having the tops p/uieraify 
omoroiucrc;!, am.l these appear to have been called s<m<j<i, or socks, '['hey were 
boots or buskins, but generally shoes i.'t.vo or .vr/iel ; slippers also appear to have 
been worn, called ,<.'y«i-.«ii anil m ■./■., ;.■■■: *c-."\ The shoo is mostly painted uowu 
the instep, secured by a thong, the material boimr commonly leather, but the 
Aiislc-Haxoii princes anil bb:h ccc'esb^ticu". dignitaries ate ei'tea re|:rosented 
with shoes of jiuiii covered with precious stones. The shoemaker's seems to have 
been a comprehensive trade, arel to ba.ve uuiied some that are now very distinct 
businesses, lie says in an ancient Anglo Siiion dialngue; '- My craft is very 
useful and necessary to yon, .1 buy hides and skins, and prepare Ihem by my 
art, and moke of them shoes of various kinds, a.mi none of you eiin wilder ivjlb- 
oa; ::.y cral't." lie subjoins a list of ("no urtieles he fabricates: — '-.Ankle-leathers, 
shoes., leather hose, bottles, bridle thongs, trappings, Ihtsks, boiling vessels, 
lealu 1 "' neck-pieces, baiter;, wallers, and pouches." 

: iiaaon Chronicle. s Lysous's Mag. Brit : Holinshed, Ealcigu. 
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□ear tlic remains of Alfred the Great, whom Etlielwerd is said to Lave 

greatly resembled in person, manners, and literary attainments. The 
arable loss must have fallen heavily on (lie bereaved Queen and her 
family. Ethelword, the decayed Prince, hud been u youth of groat hopes, 
and perhaps Cdw^rd hud anticipated his early death ; for ;i lew days hi fore 
he expired, he summoned Athelstan to his presence, and haying "declared 
his desire that lie should succeed liini en the throne, piously admonished 
him as to his future conduct and mode of government. Thus Kdrdfi 
beheld Athelstan, the sou of the shepherdess Egwioa, raised by hit 
father's will to the throne, in preference to her sous Edmund and Edred, 
slid infants, as well as to the exclusion of Edwin, the surviving brother 
of Elhclword. 'I'he ehoiee of Edward seems to have been grounded in 
lli is instance on the predilection of his father, the wise Alfred, for thin 
his hivourite grandchild, and Athelstan was accordingly crowned, with 
but one dissenting voice, at Kingston. 1 

it was the first care of Athelstan to proviJe for the future welfare i'f 
the numerous family of the deceased King. Within the course of a few 
mouths, his sister Beatrice was given away in marriage, some third;, sacri- 
lieed, to Sibtric, King ef the Northumbrian Danes, why was only baptised 
on the oeeasiori, and died within a year, when much confusion ensued for 
the succession. 

Tiie fii'cl and third dangu'ers of Eifleda, Edward's second Queen, devoted 
themseKes to a life of eelibaey : these were lOlfledu. " who assumed the 
scored rolies of a nun ; and Kthelhilda, wdio continued to wear a bumble ley 
habit: both renounced the pleasures of this world, and wore a! their death 
interred near the remains of their molber at Winchester." Then- sister 
Edgifa pas married, during King Edward's life, to Charles the Simple, 
King of Franco, and the same year of A the] stall's accession, returned an 
exile with her sou, and placed herself under the protection of the English 
King. 

Edgifa is said to have been distinguished a.'oove her sisters for merit 
aod genius. Through the treason of Robert, Count de Venn undo; -. 
Charles the Simple had been imprisoned in the Castle of I'eronne; while 
Raoul, son of Richard, Duke of Burgundy, caused himself to he proebimed 
King, and crowned at Soissons, A. d. i)2'H, though lie acted only as Regent 
during Charles's imprisonment.. Edgifa had made every possible elibrt 
to procure the release of her husband, but iu vain. She fled to secure 
her son's lite, and after a six years' captivity, the unfortunate diaries 
died in his prison, worn out with sorrow and misery. 

Edgifa returned iu sorrow to the home of her childhood, and continued 
to reside there with her sou Louis. 

Henry I., son of Conrad, King of the Germans, and Emperor of the 
Romans, bad demanded for- his sen Otho, a sister of Athelstan in mar- 
riage. The English King had four sisters, available alike in beauty, 
though of d-ssimi'.ac ages, two of whom he sent, to the Emperor; these 
were Kugifa and Kgiva, children of EHlcda. The Emperor Henry 
bestowed the former on his own son Otho, who succeeded him in the 

: .Alht.-tioi i; s-ii.I r.e I'uve Jir-sr. worn n cioy.n of ]", 1 1 1- e gold. 
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em pin;, SO tliii.t tlj r- Princess became ovi ilI n;ill y Empress of Germany. 
Her sister Elgifa was given in marria«n by her "father-in-law, tin; Empe- 
ror Henry, 1 tu a personage who is always named as "a Duke why if sided 
near the Alps." Where this uudc'uiod locality might be, historians, 
copying each other, arc content to remain iguorant. 

Another of tins daughters of Ldivj.rd was given by A tholstan to Louis, 
Prince of Aquitaine. 

The numerous daughters of Edward the Elder may be thus enumerated : 

Beatrice, Queen of Northumberland, wife of Sililric. 
Edfleda, and Kthelbilda, nuns. 
Edgifa, Queen of Charles the Simple. 

Edgifa, wife of Oi.lio, Em press of Germany, 
Elgiva, married to "a Duke near the Alps." 
Edgiva, wife of Louis, King of Aquitaine. 
Elfleda, wife of Louis, King of Provence. 
Eadburga, nun at Winchester; and 
Li.iilr.in, married lo .Hugh the Urea'., Cuuui. of Paris. 

The affairs of France remaining unchanged, it, became (he policy of 
AthobUn lo reconcile himself with ihe successful ruler.' Charles the 
Simple was stiil in captivity, and llugh tlie Groat, called Count of Paris, 
was all powerful, JScgor.iai ions wore, therefore, eniered into for the mar- 
riage of his youngest sister Edilda. 

Adulf of Flanders, grandson of King Alfred, through his rhingiifer 
Elswifha., and nephew of Athclstan, conducted the embassy, and in the 
name of Ilugh, brought over an immense number of precious gifts, which 
he displayed before the nobles at Abingdon. 

These presents eeusisleo 1 of Orieuul spices, hitherto uobnown i:i Log- 
land, brilliant gems, especially emeralds, many fleet horses, and other 
gifts worthy of being mure especially described, 1 Amongst them, "a 
vase composed of onyx, and sculptured with such a subtle artistic hand, 
that as it was looked upon, the harvest- lie hi pnnrt raved upon it seemed to 
incline in waving bends upon its surface, the vines to bud forth, as if 
with a rich germjnriling juice, and its engraven men to move, as if en. 
do wed with life; whilst its shining and pel is hod surface relleeled, as if it 
were a mirror, the mimic faee and form of the beholder." Another 
present, was "the sword of Constantino the Groat, bearing the name of 
that llmperor, inscribed in letters of gold ; while upon its pommel, rising 
up above the rich plates of gold, was to jib seen one of the four nails 
used in the crucifixion." This valuable gift was accompanied with the 
lance of Charlemagne, used in his wars against ihe Saracens, and the 
famous pennon which had belonged to that llmpcrer, by w hum it, was dis- 
played in his war in Spain. "A diadem, rich with thick gold and pre- 
cious jewels, the lustre of which dazzled thy eyes of the beholders." A 
p'.r'iele of the true evc-s, enclosed in crystal, and of the crown of thorns, 

' Hollnisheil. * Lapp enb erg. * William of Mulmetbury. 
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encased ia a similar manner, were also among the offerings of the princely 

Athelstan received the bearers of those treasures with great courtesy, 
and having accepted the proposal of Hugh for the Princess his sister, 
directed that the ho'y cross and saered frown should be deposited in the 
Abbey of Malmesbury. 1 

Edilda, said to havo been the most beautiful of all the sisters, was 
united to Hugh the Great, a. d. 926: this was a tie which doubly united 
the nations of France mid Errand, and entailed singular conseep.uuees ; 
for when Charles the Simple died, A. ii. ')"29, at the castle of Peronue, 
two competitors alone remained for the ]''r::m-li crown, the Count do Ver- 
mandois and Hugh the Great. 

At this time, the abilities of EdihWs sister, the exiled Queen Edgifa, 
were otseo more called into action. She resolved to make one more effort, 
in boha.lf of her child, in whom she hoped to sec the royal lino restored. 
She applied to Wil'iaiii, Ituko of Normandy, a generous prince, allied by 
blond to the royal family of France, and who saw in the enterprise much 
advantage to be gained to himself. The .Duke by his credit with the 
French nobles, engaged these to recall Louis. The French, either from 
love to their ancient masters, or fearing the troubles which the compe- 
tition of Herbert and Hugh would cause, sent deputies to England, (n 
bring back (lie son of .Edgifa. Tins princess, rendered cautious by expe- 
rience, hesitated before delivering the young Louis into the hands of the 
deputies, at the head of whom was William, Archbishop of Sens. She 
exacted ('rem him, in his own mum:, and that of the nobles a.ml the nation, 
not. only hostages, but a promise to be more faithful to him than t.hoy had 
been to (diaries the Simple: the conditions were accepted, and the Prin- 
cess gave up her son; nor had she cause to repent it. Edgifa herseli 
accompanied him in triumph to lloulogue, wdiere, on their arrival, they 
were met by Hugh the Great and other French nobles, who united in 
taking the oath of fealty to him, and received him with every demonstra- 
tion of joy, while the people sincerely rejoiced in the return of their 
sovereign. The sincerity of the nobles at this juncture is, however, 
questionable ; for Edgifa is said to have returned to England, to obtain 
succours from her brother, King Athelstan, and herself heading the 
forces, a complete revolution was elfccted ; Louis was triumphantly placed 
upon the throne, and peace restored lo (he .kingdom. The spectacle was 
thus afforded of the grand-daughter of the Croat Alfred heroically emu- 
lating her ancestor, by leading an army composed of English and French 
iiidiflerenlly, Louis, only seventeen years of age, was proclaimed Kliov 
at Jioidogne, and afterwards conducted to Laon to be crowned, which 
ceremony was performed on the 20th of June, A. D. 936, by Arnold, 
Archbishop of liboims, in presence of more than twenty bisheps, Hugh 
the Croat, and the rest of the nobility of France. There is no reason 
to doubt that both the widowed Queen of diaries, and her sister Ediloa, 
the wife of Hugh, were present at. this triumphant ending of long dis- 
appointments. The ooronarion was rendered Still more interesting by tin 

1 William of Malniesbnry. 
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jn.arr.iage, :it the s:<me time, of Louis to his young cousin GiTborga, 
daughter of the Emperor Otho. 1 

Edgifa. finding tin: nobles sought tn govern in her sou's name, and that, 
fearing she might, obtain the regency, tbey were opposed to her residing in 
France, retired into England, whore she remained at At.holstati's court till 
!.>:!S, ivlieti Louis, who resided at Laon, sent for her to assist him with her 
advice. Hho therefore returned l:o the court of Louis d'Oui.reiner.— -forso he 
was called from his sojourn in England. In France, however, Edgifa be- 
came mvolved in a new series of troubles, from her ten open friendship with 
the Ileusc of Vermandois, always odious and displeasing to the reigning 
family. With singular imprudence, she allowed herself to become at- 
tached to Herbert,- the second son of that Count of Vermandois who 
had made her husband bis prisoner at Peronne, where he died. 

So offended and jealous was Louis at his mother's conduct, that he 
raised her residence a.t Laon to resemble a son. of honourable imprison- 
ment. At last she contrived (o escape from her guardians there, and 
some time after, although she had attained a mature age, married her 
youthful lover Herhert, then only twenty, at St. Quentin, for which act 
her son d^posse.-sed bet of the royal revenues she had so long enjoyed. 3 
The following year, F.dgifa ga.ve birth to a son, Stephen of Troy W, but 
died in i);i;L in her confinement with a daughter, (ho Princess Agues of 
Lorraine. Such was the fate of the sister of Atbelstan, her son's policy 
inducing so much harshness to a mother to whom he owed his crown, his 
early safety, and careful education. 

Lot.liaire, the grandson of Kdgifa. by Louis d'Oiitremer and Gerberga, 
succeeded hi.s father at the end of a long reign of thirty -eight years, and 
was followed by another son of his own, Lollis the Fifth, the last of the 
Carloviugiari race; but. during the reigns of these three noininal kings, 
the real power was held by Hugh the Great, who had married Edildu, 
and afterwards by their son, Hugh Capet, who, on the death of Louis 
the Fifth, seized the crown, a. d."987, being the first sovereign of that 
royal house whose late misfortunes resemble those of the Stuarts. From 
Hugh Capet, was lineally descended Eleanor do Alouf.ibrt, the wife of 
Llewelyn, the last of the Welsh Princes, from whom Henry VII. claimed 
his maternal descent. 

The widowed Edgifa, Queen of Edward the Elder, during all these 
changes of fortune, was still unable to establish her claim to her patri- 
monii inheritance. Alter her husband died, the dispute was renewed, 
as we learn from the statement in the Queen's null, to which we return, 
as it runs through the web of this complicated history: "Then King 
Edward died, and Athelslan came to the throne. Then Goda, availing 
himself of the opportunity, went, to King Athelsl.an, and besought, him 
to require of Edgifa the restoration of Ids deeds, which he did; and she 
restored him all, except the deeds of Oslerland ; and he with his own 
hand released to her that paper (or deed), and humbly gave her thanks 

1 ]>c Vknin's Treatise or. t Sip Anointing am! Coronntinn of rtie Kings ami Qmitois 
of France. 
' Historic Anecdotes. ' Rivalite - de la France et de l'Angletwra. 



a oy Google 



ELP&IV A. oO J 

for the rest, and moreover lie gave her his oath that the compact should 

stand good to her children, born and unborn, for over. And this was 
done in the siaht of Athelstan ami of his nobles, at — — , near Lewes. 
And f'.dgifi. held the land and deeds during the lives of his two sons, 
who succeeded bim." 1 

On the death of Atheist™, after a sixteen years' reign, A. P. 941, tbo 
Queen of Edward the Elder had the satisfaction of beholding her eldest 
son Edmund raised to the throne, who bud obtained Hie surname of " ibe 
Pious." The new monarch was then in the twentieth year of his age, 2 
havinjr been only four years old at the lime his father died. The corona- 
tion tool; place at Kington; and the same year, 041, Edmund was uni- 
ted to Elfgiva, by whom he tannic father of Edwy and Edgar, who 
afierwanls sat on the throne. The birth of this last prince, in \i-tt), took 
place at a vill close by Glastonbury, which from that circumstance 
derived the name Edgarlei, which it still retains. At the time I'nnee 
Edgar was born, St. Dunstuu is said to have heard voices which seemed 
high up in the air, and which sounded as if intoning a. psalm and giving 
ut.Tcrance to these words : " Peace shall prevail amid the Church of the 
English during the time of the boy who has been born, and of our 
Dunstan." 3 

Glastonbury was especially favoured by Edmund. It is said that one 
day, when the King was out limiting, he set forward with his dogs in 
advance of his suite in the pursuit of a herd of deer which had been 
roused by their horns, and that stag and hounds, reaching a steep preci- 
pice, plunged into the abyss and were dashed to pieces; the King, eager 
in the chase, dashed alter them so furiously that he was unable to check 
his horse, and on the moment wbea death stared him in the face, he 
uttered a mental prayer that if he could be saved, St. Dunstan, whom 
alone of ail people living he had injured, should receive ample compensa- 
tion. The horse arrived on the very edge of the precipice, stopped sud- 
denly, 1 and the King's life was saved, as lie believed, by the intercession 
of the holy man. Returned home, Edmund sent for Dunstan, and com- 
manded ii'ini to ride with him to Glastonbury. There, having first offered 
up his prayers, Edmund took Dunstan by tiie right hand and led hi in to 
the sacerdotal throne, on which he placed him with these words: — " J5c 
thou the Prince in ibis place, its potent possessor, and the most hiriitul 
abbot, of this church ; and whatsoever may be here warning to thee, ei'.her 
for the advancement and increase of divine worship, or for the susten ta- 
li on and administration of the sacred monastic rule, 1 will, with a devout 
heart and royal tnuniliceiicc, supply thee." Dunstan accordingly laid the 
foundation of a glorious church, and as soon as the building was com- 
pleted, assembled in it. a company of monks. Edmund bestowed a charter 
of privilege on the abbey, a. l). 944. This charter was inscribed in golden 
letters in a eupy of the Evangelists, presented by Edmund to the church, 
si beautiful illustration of Saxon art. In the charter, after the King had 

' Lives of the Saints. 

1 Turner says eighteen : Antiquities cf G; as t anbury, 

' Flor. Wigorn. ' Ibid. 
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ssegoed his o« name, the following persons attested the deed. Eadred, the 
Kings brother, and Edgifa, his toother, in these words:''' I Ed'ohi 
mother ol the King, have e"u:irine,l l.he aforesaid gift." ' 

As the signature of the King',, wife is not there, this grant probulily 
took place alter tie. doecase of that 1 t 1 ost excellent woman iclio*e remains 
wore interred at Shipton, or Shaftesbury," and site became yenerated as a 
saint fur her many virtues. Her solieitude for the relief of the iudb'enr 
and charily n, ptoeoiang the liberty of slaves, are [.artieolariy maioo'b by 
our monkish ehrouioiors, whose pages are tilled with t~~ i: ' ' ' ' 



~. Of her, William ef Halmesbury declares: "idi, ..,.,..,. w.., ■ 
always intent on good works, endowed wiii, sool, piety and sweetness, a. 
privately to redeem prisoners, and readily le bestow on the peer oven lie,, 
i. »l pieonois garments. -Tills Queen is said to bare been remarkable 'or 
the beaut, of her person, ami so skilful, and admirable in the work. 
wrought oy nor bands, aetording to the fashion of her times that even 
envy itselt binding „„ I'eiolt, „a, eompelled to praise. Malm™,,,, 

asaares tie that .St. Eilgba was not only eniiaeiit fa her viiiovs i,m 

ule, mil i„r her miracles after death, lie deolure.s that she vva- favoured 
will, the gilt ol prepliecy, and in his work entitled "lie (testis |>oalih- 
oiain may bo seen an account of the miracles of this Qnceu ore'instly 
in metre, but, written there in prose, and according In the aoiborb ,,wn 
statement, when << he was young,' 1 before A. D. 1125. 3 

One of these iniraoles is tliits given, hut aa it concerns Edgar hei 
yonngol son, who could have been only an infant, eitbc, tb„ g„„o I, 
must hayo survived tn. date usually assigned as that of her death f,„ 
.■may year-, or ,1, „ ,„„,, 1„ been performed b, her ale,,-,,,™!,, , (}„„, „ 
dugita. Inew.iloivot Edward tl, 11 , , , 

thai many of He subsequent lju, en, ef bagbuai, HI IJ„, „,„ „f X.,„:i,„h 
wae died shortly before the Oompiest. assuuieii hers as a son ef surname 
in a, I. am to tbeir ■„. „ ; thus E„„„, „:„ called Emm, bilfgiva,' or the 

Hclp-Giyer." The legend stands thus :— 

' Hearne Monasticon, rob i. ; yyarner. 

' Th. yiaoa.iery of Shaftesbury i, .,M to hay. been hnill b, Elfgi,,, Queen 

! ', ■""'"!■ «.'..;.,,,,■,„„„ H, 1, t u ,r, "or ,,„„. „,1 ,, IcS death ,5 

v.o ael em;, i„ie,,„.| there, but uiiiaele.aoe saal 1, have been ,r,e,'v.»,,b .,,„„), 

» he, '""a. We, le,:,,,,,,, „„,, avail,,,,,. ,,„ „,, „ , „.„, ,„, . 

' » ty "I a lab, aa, . ,,„„„, l„„,-l',,,,„l ,■„.,,, „„ „|,, ,,,), „, , ,,. 

of the monastery had ,.,•» i,,,,,,-!,..!,,,, : _ „ ,„ ,,,„ ,.„,,„, „„, ,„,,,,» , n "™ 

l , , ' " 

, 111 

111 ' t ' I ale, b ,1 [,, I J], , sburj. and Eth.1. 

v.e, , e, ,,.,,„„,,, .I,,;,, ,, , ,, tl.u ,.,„,b. otbt. bbaba. „,i,„„ „i, 

,.Haae,l ,,,, bar ivaeted sou baivy, but 1,„,|„„ ;„, ],], i„,, tl .,,, ,;,„„, , : „, , ,, 

'"'"-"" be' sie.a ye,,, „,,,.,, be, Uea.t, b, „ v „,,. , W , l„„, ..J ,.,,„„„ ,,,. 

mews will, which see was panaeil like ,e,ai in b,e fuvaaee. as , iiite, I „■ 

ab'-ibvpal.e.. towh, h be, l , „ , 

«.;"«£'- ' "" ""•«"■ " W " h °" S '" "" "•"""' 

5 W.i:linm of'llitlmeBbni'-j', Jlivai-iiTss: .«. Elfififru. 

•It will bare been obserred that the letters / and v are ub d indifferently hi 
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Ei.lj.7Lr one day, nut hunting, pursued the chase to the extremity of the 
forest, and alighting there to await his friends, threw himself on the 
ground l;erie;L;h tho shade of a wild apple-tree beside a stream, where be 
foil asleep. A female hound, apparently large with whelp, came to rest 
at the monarch's feet, and aroused the sleeper. Tho hound was mute, 
hut the wholes within barked as if for joy. The surprised King, raising 
his eyes, behold two apples successively fall into the stream, which ;n 
doing so oaused a .sound to bo emitted from the splashing bobbles of the 
disturbed waters, resembling the words, " Well is thee ! well is thee !" ' 
Shortly after the King perceived a small empty pitcher, followed by a 
large one filled with water, floating down the stream, and as if the waters 
were like to a whirlpool, this larger slrovo to empty its contents into tho 
smaller one, hut without success, for it escaped empty from every such 
attempt, though it dashed saucily against, the side of the larger vessel. 

On Edgar's return, he Bought bis mother, to whom be knew God had 
revealed many things, and desired the meaning of what be bad seen. 
The Qncori di rooted her son to trauquilliie his mind, and baring delayed 
ber reply till the following moniiujr, addressed her sou in these words : — 

" The barking of the whelps, while the mother was quiescent, signifies 
that those who are now in power and doing well (tbougli evii-oisposed'}, 
will remain silent; but that, after thy death, worthless, wicked, de- 
bauched spendthrifts, as yet unborn, will be found to arise and bark 
against, God's Church. 

"As to the one apple falling in quid; succession after the other, so that 
from their collision as they fell a sound was emitted, which seemed to 
convey the words, 'Weil is thee,' this signifies, that from thee, who are 
now as a tree shading ail hbigland, sball issue two sons; and those who 
favour the pretensions of tlie second shall destroy the first, a.nd then the 
promoters of tlieir opposing names shall say of each of the young 
Princes, 'Well is thee/ because he who is dead sball be reigning in 
heaven, and he who is living shall be reigning in this world. 

" Then as to the larger pitcher not being able to fill up the smaller 
with its contents, that is intended to designate the nations of the North- 
men, which are more numerous than the English, and who will, after thy 
death, attack England; and ail.hongh they will make many attempts to 
supply the losses suffered in their ranks, by fresh accessions of their com- 
patriots, sball never he able to fill up with their soldiers this corner of the 
world. On the contrary, our Angles, even when they seem to be most 

completely subdued, will have vigour and s:veiigtb enfmgh to e.Npel them, 
arid r-itu land sball be theirs, as it is in accordance with the will of God, 
and so sball remain until the time pre -appointed by Christ." 2 

Edmund married a second wife, as we loan.', from I he Saxon Chronicle, 
who survived him ; this second consort was Elfleda of .Damerhain, 
daughter of Ealdoniian Ml<r:iiy ; who adopted the name of Edgifa, in con ■ 
sequence of whieh circumstance great confosion occurs, in die Chronicles' 

■ "Wei Ms the." 'William of MalmeBbury ; Gest. Pout. Aug 
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nt.lribuiing to one Queen tlie acts of the other, so that it is difficult to 

distinguish them. 

When only in his twenty-fifth year, A. D. 946, the young monarch 

Edmund was slain by a robber, named Lco.ll', at, Puokle-kirk, in Glouces- 
tershire, 1 on the occasion of bis celebrating t.iie mass-dsiy of tit. Augustine, 
which was customary with the Saxons. 

Edmund bad formerly enacted some severe laws against- thieves, and 
pecuniary punishments proving inefficient, luid commanded that, the oldest 
in every g'tug should suffer the extreme penalty of death. * This was the 
(Jrst time thitt t]ie life of man had been taken for theft, and it cost Ed- 
mund his own. 

Leolf was a notorious robber, banished for bis crimes. He suddenly 

E wanted himself to the King, forcing his way into the palace, whence 
dmund indignantly ordered him to be expelled ; be fiercely resisted the 
cup-bearer, to whom the order was given, imrl who endeavoured to obey 
the royal mandate. On this, the exasperated monarch rushed on Leolf 
ami seined him by the hair, when the robber drew his dagger and stabbed 
the youthful prince to the heart. Edmund did not die instantly, but 
the wound in his breast, proved mortal. The assassin was despatched 
forthwith by the royal attendants. 3 

Edmund the Pious, after a short reign of six years," thus died in 946, 
leaving his two children so young, that in a council held to settle the 
succession, they were adjudged unfit to reign, and the crown awarded to 
their uncle Edred. 

It was in the reign of Edmund, the son of the sainted Edgifa, that the 
celebrated hleay Gross, or Hay Gross, was placed on Stanmore, on the 
eonihies of Westmoreland and Yorkshire, bearing upon it the arm?, of 
Liiijla-iid and Uriillaiid sadji lurid. i, v , tin: o/:/in?d': s/'dr.s. Tt wa.s erected 
in testimony of Edmund's grant of Cumberland (which district he had 
obtained by the conquest of Dunmailc, its King) I o Malcolm, King of 
Scots, en the condition that Malcolm should hold' it of him, stud protect 
the northern parts of England by sea and land apuust hostile incursions. 
From this circumstance the eldest sons of theOSeottish monarehs from 
that time were styled "Governors of Cumberland," 6 and the Gross wsis 
placed as a memorial of the divisions of the two kingdoms. 

Queen Edgifa is frequently noticed during [.lie reign of her venturer son 
Edred. Having heard that St, Ethel wold. Abbot of Glastonbury, bad 
resolved to go to Eraucc to study the Holy Scriptures, Ibo Queen, consid- 
ering the Prelate's absence would be no small loss to the kingdom, pre- 
vailed upon her son to stay Ids journey, and make him Abbot of Abingdon 
in Berkshire. .She assured Edred that Ediclvodd bad not only wisdom 
enough to suffice for himself, but to guide others, and that he needed not 
to seek iu foreign lands for what he possessed already, and she begged 
him not to let so great a man depart the country; the King was deiiehled 
to bear this assurance from his mother, and acted on her suggestion? 1 It 

' Saxor. Chronicle. * Ranio. 

1 Hume, Raleigh, Lingnrd. 

' Cam don 'a Britannia, 1594. 
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was Edred who, in the latter part of his reign, repaired the Abbey of 

Abingdon, which had been built, by King Ina, but, had fallen to decay 
and ruin. 1 In this great undertaking the Abbot and monks were assisted 
by grants of money from the royal treasures, and i.he most material benefit 
was conferred upon them by the donations of the Queen-Mother. 

Ethelwold, who by Edgifa's influence had been made Abbot of Abing- 
don, was afterwards made Jhshop of Winchester. 

At the time when Kdred was endeavouring io persuade his friend and 
adviser Dunstan, Abbot of CI bis ton bury, to aeeopt the see of Winchester, 
which he had declined, as being unlit for it, Kdred entreated his mother, 
Qaeen Kdgil'a, Io invite the prelate to dinner and add her persuasions. 
" I know," said the King, ''■ deaivst mother and Queen of the broad em- 
pire of the English, that our mutual friend Dunstan loves you the most 
of living beings, and that he takes an especial delight in the good works 
that, you do ; because, whatever he counsels you for I he sake of eternal 
life to perform, that you are sure willingly to accomplish, whether it be 
in giving alms for the subsistence of the poor, or in the bestowal of 
donations for the advancement of churches. 3 Therefore is it, that I have 
confident, hope that, if you beseech him to do that which it is becoming in 
me to ask, and in him to perform, he cannot, justly refuse a compliance 
with your request. It is a thing nerfeetly manifest to all persons, that 
he ought to hold the highest rank in the priesthood. This is as plain to 
us as that we are his inferiors in wisdom, and in all that duly merits 
honour and respect in this life, as we are sure that he who is King of the 
English is a more powerful monarch than any of the other kings of the 
earth. Address him, then, with that winning olooueuce which belongs 
to women : struggle, in order that the grace which you have obtained in 
his eyes, may gain from the servant of tied a compliance which canoot 
but tend to aid in releasing us from the bonds of sin." 

The Queen-Mother, in obedience to the words of her son, invitee! Dun- 
stau to come to her, and ■oudit, by her arguments, Io iudr.ee him to relax 

in his resolution, but lie remained ui >ved. " I am unwilling," said he, 

"lady, that thou shouldst ask of me flight that it would hurt my conscien- 
tious' feelings to concede, or the refusal to concede which may give olfonee 
to thee. 1 am not ignorant how difficult it is for each of us to piead his 
cause before tiie tribunal of (Jurist, much less how difficult it will he for 
a man to obtain an aeuuittal in thoso cases in which he has acted as the 
adviser or the judge of others. If, however, these considerations cannot 
produce any impression upon thy mind, 1 would desire to add another, 
and such as may be esteemed that which mainly must prevent mo from ' 
receiving a bishopric. T see that my lord, the King, sutlers under a con- 
stant languor, that his life is endangered by it, that he cannot endure to 
be panod from me for a moment, because l.o iias made me as il ;he hither 
of a sovereign, and the master of an entire kingdom." 

As the Queen-Mother still persisted in urging him to accept the mitre. 
not withstanding his repeated refusals, be, somewhat agitated, said to her 

' Magna Brit. " Lives of the Saints. 
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" Most assuredly, the episcopal initrc shall never cover my trow? m Che 
days of this thy son." ' 

From this conversation Dun stan departed, with his mind nme'i i-gifcited. 
The next day, however, he informed the King that, sifter his interview 
with Edgifa, he had, on his rot-urn home, beheld a vision of St.. Peter, 
who struck him, saying, " This is the punishment for your refusal, and a 
token to you not, to decline hereafter the primacy of .England." The 
King, noi perceiving his friend's artifice, who desired to he all or none, 
interpreted ihe vision to his own mind, asserting that it foretold he was 
to be Archbishop of Canterbury. * 

In 055, the death of Edred deprived Edgifa of her son, and Dunstan 
of a firm friend, ldis nephew Edwy, eldest son of Edmund, succeeded 
him, a prince then in his sixteenth year. He not only manifested an 
open antipathy to the- clergy, hot deprived many prelates of their bene- 
fices, aiid even went so far a* to banish IHmstau from |. ho kingdom. These 
measures gave great nmhrage to the people; hut they were still more dis- 
pleased, and loudly and vehemently did they express their indignation, 
when they beheld the maimer in which Kd'wy (.resiled his aged enmi- 
niother, the venerable Queen Edgifa. Upon some unknown pre'ext, she 
was despoiled of all she possessed, and reduced to si state nf indigence 
and privacy. 3 Eadmer, writing of the injuries Edwy inflicted on Ids 
grandmother, says, i; lie afflicted immensely his iw.din'r, the. <jlon; of all 
Ei'iikuul, thv. ro,,v>k.r of ■:hi,-rkcs,n/<d (he svpjwHi'r of ihi; fqtpriiSsiHK and 
after having taken awsiy from her the property belonging to her. cruelly 
and barbarously degraded her from her previous dignity.'' For this ill- 
treatment no ol her oanse is apparent than the favour with which the Queen 
had always regarded the clergy. 

As regards her patrimonial estate, uo find that the Queen's own Charter 
runs thus:— -"At length Edred died, and Edgifa was despoiled of her 
wlede inlmri {since. When I.cnfrie and Leofstau, l-he two sons of Cmda, 
seized from Edgifa ihe two siforesaid lands at Oowling and sit Osl.erland, 
and said to the young Edwy, who hsid then been elected, that thev were 
more righifuily theirs than hers. And so it was settled until Edgar." 
The reign of the oppressor was, however, prematurely brought to a dose. 
The people rebelled sigainst Edwy, and placed his brother Edesu'. a boy 
of twelve yesirs of age, on the throne, which caused Edwy to die of grief 
soon after. 

Edgar was no sooner made king than he annulled all the oppressive 
acts of tho preceding government. Attention was forthwith paid to l.he 
injuries of Kdgifa, who now recovered her eli on-disputed patrimony, ' 
The Queeii's Charter says of King Edgar, that "he and his nobles 
decreed that they (viz. Leofric and Leofstau.' the sons of Coda) had com- 
mitted a wicked robbery, and they decreed the inheritance to be hers, and 
had it restored. Then Edgifa received by the King's permission, and in 
presence of him and ail his bishops, (he said deeds," and hiving her hand 
on the altar, gave tho land to the Church of Christ, viz., to the convent 
■ Osbern, Tit St Dunstan; Acta Saacta; Aug. Sacra. 
1 Turner's Anglo-Sasous. 3 Lingard. ' Ibid. 
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(of Christ's Church at Canterbury), and for the quiet of her soul; and 
denounced that Chris* t, with the whole assembly of heaven, would bring 
evil on him for ever, who should at any (hue pervert or make void this 
bequest. Thus this) inheritance came to the convent of the Church of 
Christ." No doubt the harassed Queen saw that this was the only plan 
of securing the property, as the Churcb would guard its own. 

Appended to an antique picture of Queen Edgifa are the following 
lines commemorative of her donations to the Church ; in it her name is 
written, as is sometimes the ea.se in our old authors, Eddeva or Edyve : — 
"Edyvo, the good queene and noble mother 

To Ethelrtane, Edmund, and Eldred, 

kings; of Borland, every each sifter other, 

To Christ's Cisui'di uf Canterbury did give indeed, 

Monhetou and Tin mid mm, rim monkes there tofeede; 

Meyham, Cteene, Cowlinge, Osterland, 

East K.-i r-loiLi.li, and Liaiham, as no "becleve; 

The yeare Dom. MLXL of Christ's incarnation." 

In the subscriptions of King Edgar's Charter of Privilege to Hyde 
Abbey, by U ino;iesi.er, which is Yet remaining in the valuable library of 
Sir Kobert Cotton, are contained also the signatures of Elfrida, 'that 
monarch's queen, and Edgii'a, Ids aged grandmother. They are written 
in letters of gold, in a hand of that" age: '■'■ l\ao Edgitu, prnxiicii regis 
a Via hoe opus cgregiam erocis taumate eonsohdavi/' Scldcn observes 
that lliigifa durst not style herself any other than " the king's grand- 
mother/' on account of the law passed in Wesson through the erinies of 

Eadburgaj for so "avia," as well as "avea," denoted, of which many 
instances in those times are on record. 
Edgifa died August 25th, a. d. 963.' 

a Queen's will has been es- 
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QUEEN OF EDWV THE FAIR. 

Tithe* diva's rclatiev.^ala tn ti:e y;nii:j- I'viy.c.c i:. h* : v tin: Fair — Her extreme T-jeai.uy 
— St. Dunstan's chaructcr n;nl history — Ilis contentions with the Devil; his 
temptations and triumphs — The I'aaie ..f the Mi ml — St. Ihinstan's mortification 
to find the young K' LT ig uiarricd The ['..a-ced coronation — Flight of the King- 
Anger of the noble:— lfci jro .if (In- 15 is'iops— Discovery of the weeping Bride- 
Insults to Edwy and Kloelgiva — Passionate wnnls of the. Mother of the young 
Queen— Fury of Dunstan HyiiifKiiliy of the People for the Royal Pair— Ethel- 
giva refused the title of IJiiw-i-i: Iv.-y's .lislike 1.0 l.hc ambitious Prelate— The 
evil spirit at Glastonbury— Flight of Ihiostisn— His dimmers from his enemies, 
the married priests— Security affile .[loyal Lover;!— Seizure of Ethelgiva: hor- 
rible vengeance— She is sent to ].rchtii.l-Odo : s representations to the King— 
His despair — His troubles — Ilis brother J'dgar — llecall of Dunstan — Divorce 
pronounced against Stlmlgiva INeooan.micatinn of IMv.y— Recovery of Ethel- 
giva, and attempt to return— "Waylaid on Ijci- journey— Hamstrung and starved 
to death — Broken heart of F.hvy- -lie dies— I'.uricd at Winchester. 

Tun history of Ei.hclgiva's life is a sail episode, and prn^onts a picture 
of crime, cruelty, and bigotry rarely cep.ui.lled in the annals of any coun- 
try. She must have been of royal blood, as she is said to be so' nearly 
allied to her husband that, (lie fact fumi.-dicd a pretext, tor the injuries in- 
flicted upon her by her ruthless enemies. No narrative can more strongly 
illustrate the extraordinary power of the Church, and the persistanee od' 
its servants, than the talc of J'idwy's, persecuted wife. She is repre- 
sented as so remarkably beautiful, fliat fkhvy, prior to bis accession, bad 
been unable to resist the fascination of her charms, and is supposed to 
have married her in secret. On this step all the after misfortunes of the 
enamoured pair seem to have depended. The monkish writers who have 
told hot' story are generally desirous (o avert blame from St. Dunstan, 
through whom the misfortunes of Dlhelgivu arose, and it is their object 
to prove that, no marriage whatever took place between the lovers; that 
Kt.bolgiva, her mother, was of infamous cba.ni.eter, and that the conduct 
of Prince Edwy was worthy of all reprehension. That there was tin pru- 
dence in the connection there can be no doubt, and it is possible that 
they might have been within the forbidden degrees of relationship; but 
nothing could excuse the extreme and persevering cruelty with which 
their fault, admitting it to have existed, was punished by the severe and 
haughty churchman whose will was resisted by the young Kiney 

Perhaps the bitterness of .St.. Dunstan to the unfortunate pair mav be, 
better understood when the circumstances of his own life are considered. 

(366) 
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The tender feelings Ik: hud onto himself experienced might, have been 
e.-vpeeted to cause him to look willi indulgence on (lie natural weakness 
of youth ; instead of which the memory of his sacrifices seems to have 
rendered him fiercely severe and iniplaeal.de in bin resolution to root out 
every tendency to yield to the impulses of passion or affection. What- 
ever the failings of Kdwy might be — ami his subsequent conduct showed 
that ho had many — the severity of St. Duustun may be bmked upoa as 
having fostered instead of correcting them. 

Duusiiiu was burn of a noble Kiixun family, :it the beginning of the 
reign of Alhclstan. 1 His precocious talents induced bis parents to send 
him for instruction to a famous school ar. tlfusioubury, where bis remark- 
able genius s.j'hi developed itself His bodily health was infirm, but his 
mental powers were extraordinary. Not ■only in abstruse learning; was he 
soon distinguished, but, in all the ligbier literature, such as ■' heroic 
poetry, songs and ballads," which was Mien highly prized. His miluen- 
tiai friend Wnli'bolm, Archbishop of Canterbury, introduced him at the 
coimofAt.liolst.au; but, Ids haughty and contemptuous bearing, as well 
us liis superiority, gained him more enemies than friends, and the absurd 
charge of magic was brought forward uguinsi biiu by the jealous ignorance 
whicn coulel iio^. comprobeiid bis auia/.ing information, lie was waylaid 
ami atta.cked by enemies, by whom be was maltreated and loft for dead, 
baying been cast into a bog. l.'rom this, however, he escaped, was 
received by a relative, the Bishop of Winchester, and counselled by him 
to devote himself to a monastic life. 

Hut the world still bad charms for the accomplished Dunstan, and he 
next appears living altogether in I. bo society of, and protected by, a rich 
matron of royal descent, named Kdndfiaed, cultivating the arts of music, 
paint'mg, and sculpture, in ad of which he excelled ; - his works in metal, 
such as bobs, crucifixes, and censers, were of admirable execution. His 
fame continued to increase, and reports of miracles performed by him 
became current. King Atnelstuu and liis court came to vi.-ii I'li.helllaed 
and her celebrated guest, and showed him great honour. A miracle he 
then performed was bruited abroad; it was asserted, that through lbs 
power, no sooner had the royal cupbearers poured out. (lie mead" from 
their vessels than they found them instantly tilled anew. 

At this time, it seems, the heart of the learned Hunstan became the 
prey of beauty, and be passionately loved a fair maiden from whom Wulf- 
helm, the Bishop of (Janterbiiiy, was anxious to separate him. His rea- 
son appears to have been disturbed by the struggles of his mind on this 
occasion, for his resistance to advice anil entreaty was long and resolute. 
At leugth the Bishop had recourse to prayer, and implored Heaven that 
some worldly uiisfui tune might cause hiin to see the path of duty with 
more clearness. The evil played for arrived, perhaps either in the death 
or iuhdebiy of her be loved. Dunstan was seized with a dangerous fever, 
on recovering from which he had no longer any opposition to make to the 

1 Turner, Yita 8. Dimstrmi. 

" JirMfevtli, OsljCrrj, \c. In Hickos r.lievc is an cagritvisig from eiie of Si 
Dunslau's <lra.ivLiL.r-!. i-.oircsentiiig the Saviour. 
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proposal of his zealous relative; and, considering himself called to the 
holy state, he embraced a monastic life at (ilastonbury. Here he began 
a career of austerity before unparalleled; ' he built himself a cell too short 
to allow him to lie at. length, ami here he wrought at his forge, when not 
engaged in |ir;i.yor : he slept little, and his i'uod was almost too scanty to 
sustain nature. Tie believed tlint the Foul h'iend was always on the 
watch So surprise him, and he thought it necessary to be constaiitly 
on his guard against his attempts, too much learning bad no doubt 
made him mad, and fostered by his solitude, the malady became con- 
firmed. All was, however, by his admiring :!iid bigoted brethren imputed 
to him for hokne>s, and their wonder was daily fed by "die miraculous 
tales they heard of devilish I'onns visiting the cell of Punstan, and con- 
tending with that pious and holy recluse. The Fiend would sometimes 
thrust liia bead in at door or window, and insult his ears with profane and 
foul language. Once the Father of 111 ventured too far, and ituustan, 
appearing not to observe him, walled until bis tongs were red hot, when 
suddenly daning forward, he seized the tempter by the nose, who yelled 
so loud that the hideous noise was heard throughout the whole country. 

Tin; solution of this mysiery probably is, that t.he ignora.nl monks were 
alarmed at the noise made by the fire iu bis furnaces, as be prepared the 
metals on which be wrought. 

Every yoiir the fame of Duos' in Increased, till at length he was drawn 
from bis retreat, and took up bis permanent place at court as chief min- 
ister to King lldmnnd, having been previously made Abbot of Glaston- 
bury, with an enormous revenue. His influence from this time knew no 
bounds, and bis will was paramount in all things. "When young b'dwy, 
therefore, came to the crown, it was not likely that be would idlow his 
power to be disputed, or surprising that he should desire to sweep from 
bis patb those who dared to oppose him. Of course, when so young a 
man as F.dwy held supreme power, Dunstan expected to have still more 
authority, and nothing could exceed bis anger when he farm! himself 
thwarted on the very threshold by the discovery of the King's marriage 
without liis sanction. His representations, that l'ldwy should separate 
from Jlhiiolgiva, wen; unamended t.O, and nothing but murmurs attended 
bis command that she should not be admitted to a share iu the solemnity 
of the coronation. 

The ceremony was performed at Kingston, on a raised platform, in 
sight of all (.lie people, Archbishop Odo ouk'iaMig on the occasion. F.dwy 
was remar..:a.;-.e t'.ir Ins handsome perron, from which lie was called The 
hair, and was at the time only iu his seventeenth year, a circumstance 
which might have called for leniency. A magnificent banquet, befitting 
such au occasion, bad been prepared for Jidwy and the Saxon nobles; 
but while the latter were indulging in the rode and noisy merriment 
accompanying such entertain men Is, Edwy, watching his opportunby, 
escaped to society mere congenial to bis taste, perhaps rejoicing to be 
able thus to avoid the excessive drinking which was certain to form a 
feature at these festivals. The Saxon nobles, however, perceiving bis 

' Liippcnherg, 
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absence, wfi'c indignant .'it. their enterlaincr showing them so little cour- 
tesy, and loudly expressed the displeasure they Mr at the young King's 
forgot.fuiness of their dignity. 1 St. Duustan iind !.lnj prelate Kynscy were 
appointed by tliom " In hei.ufi the Kivij ii'.n-k to th.efi.xlu:". board." These 
two ecclesiastics, equally offended with the .Sa'.v.ou nobles, accepted the 
mission, and a.ngrily leaving (ho scene of festivity, with a suspicion of the 
cause of Kdwy's absence, no' a li'lle irritated and incensed by the dis- 
respect shown to themselves as representatives of the Church, in common 
with the other guests, but more especially from his acting thus against 
their known and expressed disapproval of the alliance into which Edwy 
had entered,- — sought the retreat of the imprudent host. 

Entirely throwing aside all respect or consideration, the two prelates 
burst, into the apartment of the King, whom they found, as they had ex- 
pected, in the company of his young wife and her mother. The King, 
for:; (it ting in tin; happiness of the moment all but his escape from a.n irk- 
some ceremony, had taken oil' find laid on one side the crown of state, 
that crown which he had not. yet. been aide lo share with the woman whom 
he loved, and was caressing Ktholgiva with fondness, and soothing her 
mornfoaticn al emi partaking in toe splendour he did not prize alone. — 
when those rude intrude:-.- invaded bis privacy. 

A most strange am] unbecoming scene ensued. With violent language 
they insisted on the King's returning to the banquet, lending Ktholgiva 
and her mother with the bitterest threats and reproaches, ami heaping on 
them the must insulting and opprobrious epithets; and Umn, resolving to 
accomplish then' purpose, forcibly- replaced the diadem on the head of 
Iviwy, whom they dragged ('rum ids seat, and literally compelled to return 
witlt them to the revellers in the bamiueting-hall. 2 This was no easy 
task ; for the terrified women clung to him as to their proioct.or, and force 
only constrained them to separate from him. 

At this moment Ethelgiva, the mother of the young wife, turning her 
eyes on TJnnstan, exclaimed in a hurst, of anger, " (.low immeasurable 
must be the audacity of this man, who has thus ventured to intrude him- 
self upon the privacy of a King! Yon have threatened me with death 
by strangulation, but 1 shali have you doomed to the mutilation of your 
limbs, and to perpetual banishment." 3 

These passionate words were fatal. Dunstau, enraged at. the resistance 
and the confidence displayed, saw plainly that both the mother and 
daug'-iler had obtained an influence over the heart of the young Ikhvy, 
which the monk had intended to appropriate; and as the elder was the 
most likely to bias the King in favour of her own views, Dunstan's rage 
seems to have been peculiarly directed, at, this time, against her. It is 
thought that. Dunslan was really ignorant of Kdwy's actual marriage to 
the daughter of Mtoelgi.va. which may padiate in some degree the vio- 
lence of Ids conduct, anxious as he was to prevent the union. On the 
other hand, the existence of such a tie, and the circumstance of Kt.aclgiva 
being denied the usual honours of Queen-Consort., may excuse the ambi- 
tious and indignant mother the fury of her resentment. We tire told by 

1 Saxon Chronicle. " 'Mahiic.ili'^-y, Wnlln.gl'ord, &<s. ' Osbcrn. 
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some chroniclers that lie was not married, and that on the coronation-day 
Ethtlgtva ;nnl her mother visited kidwy. It Lining the object of tin: hitter 
to persuade the King lo marry "one or ilm olimr of thein;" 1 but she 
probably desired liim to proclaim his union to Ma subjects, and thus, 
without further delay, enable her daughter to wear the urown. 1 Edwy 
might have been too much in dread of the ecclesiastical authorities to 
disclose the important fact, and honee Ins anxiety to pacify both his wife 
and her mother. The ponet-fu! iudieiiina's who headed the combination, 
against Edwy ! id marriage, on (hiding the tie really did exist, and that, it 
wad impossible to be prevented, directed their fury against lioth the young 
Queen and lier mother, vilifying Lhetn in the most atrocious manrier. 

The conduct of llunstan meanwhile, instead of producing ihe results: 
he expected enlisted sympathy for Edwy and bis Queen, and the 
ancient enemies of Ihe proud Abbot wore not slow to take advantage of 
the occasion. Ethelgiva was accepted as the wife of the sovereign, and 
the -tar of the prelate declined. 

dislike of J.lunstau, (he young and injured Queen hastened to take re- 
Tcrijio, and by lil.s consent, constituted hcr-elf mistress not only of all the 
property and title-deeds holoti;;iii;: to '.lie community of Glastonbury, but 
of llie personal property of ibtnstnn also; and, at. the same lime, a decree 
of instant banishment was issued against him l.iy the King, upon charges 
from which he was unable to clear himself. The monkish chronicler 
proceeds to state, that at the time the persons sent to drive the brethren 
from their monastery were superintending the inventory of the oceiesias- 
t.icid goods and property si.ojeoled to eonliscariou, there was heard, 00 the 
western side of the chvu'cii, the harsh, ringing laugh of a. demon, " which 
sounded like the wheezy voice of a gleesotuo hag.'' It was beard by St. 
llunstan himsoif, and ho responded to ii in these words: "Foe to man- 
kind, do not rejoice so much ; for however great may be thy joy now in 
seeing niy departure, thy grief will he iwkc as great when tied, to thy 
confusion, shall permit my return." .Dnnstan saw no safety, for the pre- 
sent., but in flight; but scarcely had tin: vessel proceeded three miles from 

' Bridi'erth, Osbern, and Eadmer. 

1 Those "writers who assert that lithc'el'. 1 :! w.is not 1'i.wfully united to Edwy arc 
s:i]iji-:;-rr.-u.tl by several modern authors uf tin: Roman L'iilhohe porsu;ishm, es Dr. 
Lhijtiird, Dr. .Mihier, ie. Hiithim blames lit. Homy for oalliiig Inn- Quooii and 
a in. iv till wife, without ititiuiatiim tluit (lie nature of her tie with E'iv.-y was at tho 
leiidt considered equivocal. I.tr. 1. inward divides the writers on Etholgivii^ hid- 
tory ir.to two chi.dsos — those who wo-oie hcfjre, aiel those who wrote niter ihe 
Conquest. Of the firs-, were Hridfert.ii of linmsey, who is followed by Oshoni and 
Ea.dmor. Keithor of the.se hst had, it Honours, seen an undent [.id: of Odo, 
written in Anglo-Saxon, Colt. IISS., in lintish Museum (Nero E. 1 b.), which 
bus formed ihe p-uoiidwork or" the bilcr Lives ol' l.ha.t prelate, and i- niiol.oov an- 

thority quoted by Dr. Liugsinl. A second Life of Ode id a her douroe, of which 

the author, supposed to he either Kadnior or Osbevu. is doubtful: it n: ■ ■■ ii :■:. 
the ciii-oniLtion scene from I'rhii'erth. nnd then turns to the ancient Life of Odo. 
the -words of wliidi it seems almost to adopt. The atidit.ions in this seem like ilii 
auemot to reconcile the narrative in the Life of Odo with the account of Oshoni, 
us if the pages of both the hitler were open before the writer :i.l the time 
tin: MS. wus ivi'itten M 'dmo.sb ury wrote llie si oi-y of fbheliiiim iwoeiy or thirty 
years later 
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land, being bound for Flanders, where the exiled monk meant to take 

refuge, when the emissaries of Queen Ktlic-tptivti's mother appeared on the 
beach, resolved mi the di-sti'iiciii.iri of Duijstiin, had lie remained but a few 
momenta more on shore. 

Another abbot was chosen amongst the enemies of Dunstan, Elay being 



The King's marriage had bee 



Odo, Archbishop of Oaoterbu! 
o, though in exile ::l (j-hniit, wa? 
of ultimate triumph. The disco 

'riu.ee Edgar was proclaimed Kin 



me.)!, mentions hov as J^vf,., :1k; Ivuij's wife; ;,, L ,i ohis in addition to iior^f 
was wilnossod by ];(!)■ nunlirv ,i. !■:■!■'■, ]'a, l.v I'mit bi-di.,i:<=, siti.l bv Ihree pdncipal 
Tir,;,lcin,:n of the co«H. "If (say- Si". Kemiile | KeiabVs Savons in Kna;l:,.-r 1 
Unit flmrtov l.io not genuine, (here is not one genuine in tin: whole ('wins Diolo- 
mfitiCHS, and I cannot see tho shallow of B reason to question it, aa Lilian! la::i 
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a board a vcs-eL which carried her of" 






sent to him the necessity 
extent of the pmiiahmer 
which, however, he was i 
bo conceived. 

_Mr:v.i;'. u iid North ural 
and Edwy, whom these e 
entered, at length, into a 
river Thames should foi 
palities. No sooner was 
hood, annulled all the act 
recalled Dunstan from 1 
lier former rank and dign 
enemies of the ill-fated ] 
Ooenwalch, Bishop of 1 
consecrated by Arebmsh 
solemn sentence of divor 
Odo, on the plea of their 
by the Church A. D. 958 

The revengeful pre] at 
canonical law of marriag 
that violence or death al 
this ill-fated pair. Nor 
cised : Edwy himself iiud 
mentioned by Malmesbus 
this most harshly- treated 

with the iron brand; b> 
utterly that fata: beauty i 
however, fruitless : the f 
entirely obliterated; and 

withstanding the senteuc 
Ireland, with the desigr 
She was ou her way thi 

she was intercepted by ti 
sion of their prisoner, K 
of that prelate. Odo commanded i.h;it. I'thelgiva should be tortured r 
the most horrible manner that could possibly hi; devised, and accordingly 
ilie frightful operation of hamstringing was put in force on her doliea(e 
limbs. This brutal sentence perpeirakid, the vouul' and bo;iu'ifu': Queen 
Wis left, without food or attendance, to linger on a bed of straw, till, at 
the end of a few days, death, more merciful thai: her heLtrllcss perse on tors, 
released her from her sufferings.* 
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Edwy, as unfortumto us his hapless consort, whose greatest crime seems 
to have been iidedily to ilk' last., was not long destined to survive the loss 
of one so dearly loved. A scries of afflictions luirsncd and overwhelmed 
Mm ; rebellion — a younger brother preferred before him — his divorce and 
excommunication, together with t.iio reversion of every decree made 
;igri.inst. his own enemies and those of E'.halpvu., — all combined, Were too 
much for his mind to support. Ho sunk into a state of extreme melan- 
choly, which, at the end of his stormy rohni of fair years, tonnin:;tod his 
existenee. The remains of the broken -hearted sovereign were interred 
at Winchester, the favour! to city of the West-,Saxon inonarchs. 
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ELFRIDA, 

QUEEN OF EDGAR "THE PEACEABLE. 

EJjr.ir's volatile Character— TYulfreik, the nun — Ethclfiede the Fair, mother of 
Edward — Her death, .in.! KiYhhi;. >;;.-!;^y . [j ■■, i: hv„|,iv mission — His decep- 
tion, and marriage to Elfrirta -Misvi'iirosonNihi.) to [hi; kinp—EUiclw old's sou 
—Hunting— The tribute of wolves' hearts— T!i» eonooalort Wautv— Ethehrold's 
ciinrc^-ic!, u> ]„■: wire— lU-r ivsol,,.— [[,- .. ,; .;, iU .-^t -Tlu: inonfcr in the foro-t 
- -.\!«ma.re or !M;;jt- urA Kl[Vi.!ji- S:. DunstiOi lllfridas mnvi'v .1 :o„ T ,.i L ti..vs 
— "Vcumloquism— lily— Ori.h™lf, [he gii.ru— l>i B .-io3ute clergy— Coronation at 
Bath — King E(] K av'stloatl, — E.lwarr.1 the Martyr — His cruol murder— Ethel- 
reds tears: the whir.] an- -ivitli iv.-ix cai-ho- — l'l,....];-i ;i[ .. -Miracles — Penitence 
of the Queer; pf,f.t-..:.i,i.-.l — Siix..!!. vi;;.. l ---.l.)u-.i::,.'. amitiiema — Murder of 
Bnthnoth, Abbot of Ely- l-ll.hclivrt asserts his will — Klfiida returns to Ware- 
well— Her religious tiliiii^s— VniLfrc.hi !■;,::.■.;,;.; from Ih.v^m' -Death of KlfVirJs 
— Ifrjal ju'aut tu the convent 

The severity of St. Duns tan, which bad been so inveterate towards 

tie unfortunate Edwy, relaxed singularly in regard to his sucees.-,or, 
Edgar, whose habits and propensities do not appear to have differed much 
from those of the King, his brother, whom be superseded. But be was 
so young that time was before the ambition!? churehman to mould hiin ;.: 
hi^v/ishe;., and to secure nil that bo desired for the good of the Church, 
and lor the well-governing of the country ; for Dunstan was a man of too 
ii.til.j-oni a mind to sacrifice one to the other. 

Many romantic tales are related in ballads and Saxon poems, of the 
volatile Jiffeciiona of the young King, lie is accused of havim* carried 
off a nun, or at. feast a novice, fro in the Abbev of "Vv'iltoai, wlu'ro'sli--' wis 
residing, ned forcibly detaining her. This fair one is called WuilVoda, 1 
and she became the mother of a daughter, who afterwards dedicated her- 
self to a religious life ; she baying herself retired to the Monastery of 
Barking, founded by I'ldgar, in expiation of bis act. 

The Bret wife of Edgar is called Etimftiede the Fair, or the White; 
and sometimes also, for some unexplained reason, lh; Duel:;'' she was 
tee mot bur of J.'rinee Edward, who succeeded Ed<;ar on the throne; but 
She died early, and it was soon afterwards that lllmda beeaine bis wile. 

The extraordinary beauty of the only daughter and heiress of the aged 
Ordgar, Eahlonuan of Devonshire, made her hand the prize coyelod' by 
:eany a youthful Saxon noble; and such lively pictures of the young 
billy's beauty had reached the court of Edgar, thai, the heart of (.hat 
monarch, apparently extremely susceptible, was set on fire by the )-i:i),n-i.s. 

' Malmesbury, Brampton, Osbern. > Lappenberg. 
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He instantly formed the design of scouring to himself so great a treasure, 
and directed Etheiwold, his minister and friend, who was at most times 
his confidant and adviser, a nobl" whom "he much loved and trusted," 
to repair to the residence of Elfrida's father, and ascertain whether her 
beaut v was indeed sneb as had been reported. The secret ohjoot of this 
mission was revealed to the courtier in these words : "Go to the noble 
Baron Odgar of Devonshire, see if Ms daughter be as fair as men speken 
of; and if it be so, I will have her unto my wife." 

Etheiwold obeved ;— lie discovered that report had not exaggerate.!, but 
rather fallen short of the truth in its picture of the charming lalfrida, and 
so much was lie enraptured with the young lady on their first interview, 
that, wholly torgetiing his object in seeing' her had been to advance the 
suit of auo lb errand that other bis sovereign, ho earnestly desired to ob- 
tain the lovely heiress for himself. He accordingly, without heir'L.vmg 
Ibo real object of his visir, proposed to her father that, a union should take 
place between himself and the lady; and Ordgar, who was not ignorant 
that the noble Etheiwold. besides being a fair young bandit, worthy, and. 

moreover, "well with the King," was a man certain of his fortunes, 

beito- the favorite of bis royal master, considered the proposal so ai.vau- 
[:-.:.-.-uO~ tbat lie accorded his consent to the match, provided also that the 
King himself was agreable to it, 1 a point which involved some difficulty 
to the lover of Elfrida. 

Ed^ar had, in earliest infuuev, been placed by his tamer, km;;- I'.d- 
mnnd,\mder the care of Allwenna, a noble lady, 3 the mother of Ethel- 
wold, who. in consequence, bad, with three younger brothers, been the 
piiivniaf.es 'in childhood, and trusty friends and companions in riper years, 
of their I'm ore sovereign : indeed, it was to the powerful influence of Al.hel- 
stau, the husband of Alfwemia, an East, Anglian nobleman, whose royal 
descent; and extensive authority had procured for him the denomination 
of "Half-King," that Edgar was mainly indebted for his elevation r.o llie 
throne of Northumberland and Meroia during Ids brother Edwy's life- 
time, and subsequently, for the kingdom of all England. To testify bis 
■■rnitade Ed'-'-ar erecfod East, Anglia into an Earldom, A.tbelstan being 
the first who enjoyed the title and authority of Earl over that district, an 
honour after wards enjoved by Etheiwold at. his death. 3 

Knowing bow high the suitor for bis daughter's baud stood with the 
King, the Ealdorman felt no doubts, when the Earl engaged to obtain 
the desired consent to bis proposed nuptials with Ell'rida : it was a task 
which required, under bis circumstances, very nice management, yet. ho 
succeeded to his utmost desire; for, on his return to court, be so ninth 
undervalued the charms of Eiifida, as completely to put an end to the 
King's anxiety about, her : he represented her as " handsome enough in 
the face, but a deformed cripple in bo dy." Edgar at once, on this, ex . 

1 (!;ixt' ill's Chronicle. 

= Lingard; Parking's Norwich. The mime All-venna, signifying ■'Half-Queen,' 
implies very high mill: arid power ill its possessor. 

:l At^lstiin ass.mned tin- rcli-i.m? habit a: a acini; at Gb^onbnry prior to l-in 
dccmiic: his wife, liar's fci-ter-tnelhtr, ms duricl m Gbaitem Gunnery, in 
CacuaaJ-cthivi:, an esiaSifisliinniit of her own foundation. 
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pressed his indifference to tha match without reserve; whereupon Ethel- 
weld rejoined:— "Sir, she is her father's heir, and I am not rioh of 

1:iIi,lt • ,lbd ''" von would consent, and grant tliut 1 might have her, then 
should I be rich enough." « 1» God's nam..," quoth t.lu: Kin^, "I 
consent, thereto.'" Then Etholwoid thanked the King, and returned info 
Devonshire, and after having "spoused the damseli," he dwelt in (hat 
country. 1 

Not long after Elfrida's marriage, her husband, in an evil hour in- 
formed her of all that ho Lad done to deceive King hld-tr, who 'had 
desired le marry her, and to obtain her for his own wile, eoulidimv in her 
professed affection, thai she would hear the (ale with pleasure ° but as 
soon as she was made acquainted with these purU-ulars, '-she loved him 
no more, from that, time forwards, as she bad done before " 3 In duo 
rime she presented Eihohvold with a son, who repaired to court, and 
so.icitud ly.lgav f.o become sponsor for the infant, which was -ranted and 
the child was named Edgar. Ethclwold, after lliis condescension <,n the 
pari „| the King, felt more secure than ever from suspicion. The English 
courtiers had, however, viewed wiih envy and dissatisfaction the Earl's 
neb advancement by his marriage; and it was whispered al court, (hat 
whatever pecuniary advantage.. EtholwoJd had oblained, Ids fain wa.s at 
leas! an hundred-fold greater in having espoused « the fairest woman that 
ever was seen. ' J Thus, Edgar too soon became acquainted with the 
truth, and lolt a redoubled curiositv to belmid 'die woman whos, heaii( v 
■■'■ ■■'- '■■' '■ ! ■■ '■■" "" much more renowned as Earl Ethelwold's 



g tho resentment which agitated Ids bosom, Edgar, who was 
accustomed to devote much of his time to the chase, do vised a' buutin-- 
parly/ 1 fir which Ibe real object was an excuse to visit Devonshire of 
whico .r.llnda's fa.lher was. Earl, and in which county Eihelwohl had 
hitherto secluded his wife in a state of the strictest privacv, with the 
hope of guarding her beauty from the monarch \s eve. Toe Karl himself 
formed one of the party on this momentous occasion. As they ap- 
proaeh l: d the house in which Klfrida dwelt, the Kin- informed Ethclwold 
of ms intention to behold ihe lady whose charms he had heard so highly 
extolled. The alarmed noble vainly endeavoured to dissuade r.lie King 
from his purpose; but, unable to succeed, as a last resource hastened ibi" 
wa:o to apprise E.iVida of the dreaded honour. Some say that the terror 
ielt by hlhelweld at this hour of expected discovery, first' wmn<r from his 

1 Ciiston, William of Malmeabory. > Caxton. ! Ibiti. 

1 Edgar was remarkably lend of the chase ; so much so that he would fre- 

outeicy :i-.i;n ,a, K (Sunday. Dunstjin >■,:,. nov.i him for t]]is. an i ■„. :-;,- i anil 

amended :.,s error, lo his rcijin it w;!s a t :,o common habit will; Co: .dcr^y to 
nedeet U«-n- duties, and mix with ihe laiiv in the pictures of K :c,:,,-. huui'in- 
den^u-, and sui.cnie, bc-ddis whioh iliey hved onentv with their ronriilanes or 
wives. As iniL'lit be expected, I hi: haters in sueh ji "court we™ inn. very select 
La.<:i- .saurll was i:,:,st .leveled to the luooin.i; ,a" t'ac wolf, and he rendered 
ins i!s-enti„.] bench t to tho country by inn csin- on .TunVul. Kin ; > of Woh's, an 
■iiiv.liiI iiaynicm .,i ;;<)(! wolves' Imadv : in the fourth rear tin's pavmrnt ceased 
lor th« vva.it of wolves, ft was u<ual to |,ay this lVdf.li tiibule :,< 11 inehe.-ter. 
whence flolvescy Castle has derived it; nauie.- Ilarue. Ualmesbury 
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lip> the confession to his wife of tin' artifice his affection had led lain to 
employ, for the sake of obtaining her baud, while he osir nestly besought 
th.i.t she would array herself as unbecomingly us possible, to conceal her 

beauty from Edgar's eye. 

The Karl had misjudged his, wife's character, in making this appeal to 
her good feelings*. Iliirs was not si nature l.o forgive the man who had 
roboed 1 j c ■ l- of sl crown, :>.i;d bestowed oo her merely the coroner: of an ctiri'a 
wife. The knowledge of the King's a.pproacltiug vi-i! siwsdiened all lior 
ambition, and she resolved mil. lo let the opporl.nidty escape of securing 
Ids attention. She had secretly pined in the retirement to which Ethel- 
wold's prudence had consigned her. She had sighed, but hitherto in 
vain, to exhibit her beauty and wealth, in sill their pomp, at the splendid 
court of the monarch, who was a known admirer of female loveliness. 
The moment, so auspicious was at hand, and if lost might never be re- 
newed. Her heart full of contempt, amounting almost to hatred, for the 
man who knelt to sue her to adopt the eourse he desired, she promised to 
comply will i his wish, but hoc promise was merely si deeepHon to put her 
husband nil' lus guard. When Edgar arrived, attended by bis agitated 
friend, E.frula, to h;s di-^raetioa, appealed before her sovereign in a dress 
rescnibliog that of a bride. The vesture was sis rich ami costly as she 
could render it; her golden hair was finely combed, and part, of it hanging 
down in luxuriant curls; her head was crowned with jewels, smd a chain 
of diamonds about her neck gavo splendour to her unparalleled beauty.' 
The enraptured nnmareb bad no sooner beheld the lovely apparition, than 
he resolved, cost what it might, to obtain so rich a treasure. For the 
time, however, be dissembled his anger against flthelwold, siud seeming 
to think lightly of her beauty, bade her farewell with apparent indif- 
ference. Ilis firs!, step was to order a place of entertainment to bo pre- 
pared for Hlfrida and her husband, in return for their hospitality, nestr 
the wood in which they were to bunt, and to which he might repair when 
his sports were over. 

On his return l.o the spot prepared for his accommodation, King Edgar 
beheld Kifrida holding in her arms her infant son, his namesake and 
godson, whom iitliOiWuld presented to him. On this the sovereign em- 
braced smd kissed Elfrida the mother, and became from thai, moment so 
ur.K-li distracted with love, thai be could obtain litt'e rest, over meditating 
how to obtain her. His schemes were at, last, determined, and the King 
acted accordingly. Eight days after, a parliament, was called at Salisbury, 
at which all the magistrates of the land were present. Then Ed^ar sub- 

f'ected to their cousiderat.ion bis project for the safe custody of Nortboin- 
erlsiut.i from the incursions of the Danes; and it was settled that 
Ethelwold should be appointed governor of York and the adjacent country. 
This was a deeply phinncd scheme, apparently intended to bonour the 
Karl to whom bo had so recently made a visit, but who was not, intended 
to reap the fruits of the promotion. 2 The Karl was found shortly sifter 
murdered, in the Forest, of Wberweil, in jiiimpsbire, where it was sup- 
posed he had been attacked by robbers when passing through its gloomy 

' 11 >;y wood's History of Women. * Dugdttlo. 
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shades ; but there is no doubt that they were armed men instructed by 

King hdgar to lie in wait fur his former favourite, who, by his orders 
ba r I : aroi idy murdered hj m . Another aecouu! giviuj is, that the Ki-i^ 
own hand dealt the fatal stroke; that Ellielwold, iu filling tliroyrii i.ho 
forest, encountered, either by ehance or dosioai. his formerly attached but 
now revengeful master ; lhat the Kin;; and Karl conversed for some lime 
with ^.parent cordiality, till, on arming at the thioknst part of the 
wo-!, I ,,gar .suddenly drew Ins dacger and slabbed (he Karl to the heart ' 
While some accounts fix the Purest of Wherwell as the scene of the 
gloomy tragedy, others point out Ilarewood .Foresr, in llto north of Ki,.v. 
land, as memorable for the murder of the unfortunate Karl, which indeed 
is noted by the traditions of the neighborhood. Mason the poet thus 
describes the spot: — 



and m his welbktiown piny, lias represented the Countess Klfrida as an 
nn<rol oi light and goodness, full of truth and constancy. Warner who 
visited the scene of the Earl's murder, describes it in his Work as kill', 
halt 11 mile beyond the ancient Castle and 'Forest of Hurt; wood. 

There is an ancient ballad or « Song of King Edgar, showing how ho 
was deceived of his love," which contain, these lines':— 

" Thus he that did the king deceive, 

Did by desert his death receive." 

No sooner was the news of the murder brought to court, than Edgar 
"sent for the widow of the glorious Kthciwold, Lord of the East Angles, 2 
to eome to London, aud straightway made her his Queen f and on (he 
s.amo day that the nuptials were solemnized, the King and Queeu Klfrida. 
appeared logether in public, both of l.hcm rearing crowns on'their heads ■ 
by which act the people plainly perceived who was the author of the 
Karl s death, and consequently marie no exertions fir the discovery of the 
murderer." 4 

" But," say the chroniclers, " on the morrow morning after their mar- 
nage and public appearanee with their crowns, Lumstau, .Arch :>i-diop of 
(jan;.eroury, came im.u tho King's i odirino --el, amber, and bo'div asked him 
'who Una was that he had with bin. V and it being answered 'the 
Queen, the good Archbishop n.ainh replied, 'that it was against the 
laws ol God and holy Church, to be united to one whose son he" bad been 
godtar.hcr to, in respect of their spiritual kindred: after which time," 
continues the historian, « Klfrida never loved St. Duustan : yet he eeasc-d 
not to admonish the K ing of that fault, though to little purpose." 5 

1 It is added, that a natural son of K thehvoh! n „^,, : l clo.vdv at the time, when 
the Km;.- a-toa - i> !lw it ri.. ;; .,,.J Inn, ;" To which (In, youth socvlkh- renlie.l, 
"\eiy w-,. it it so please y.»in- -race, for whatever pleased) you, ou-lit net 
todisnlease mo! ■ The answer savod Lis lsiV- : :-, 1 flo-ar afterwards iri,-i ta e^- 
leimale Jus murder of the father by lavishing ihvuar; on his son. 

■ Flat. Wigon.. • Parking's Hist. f Norwich. 

' G&illard's RivaliW. . Malmesbury. Dugdale. 
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At this very time, wdien the marriage iVitivi'.iea were going on, began 

a series of misfortunes to the country in (.he shape of pestilence and con- 
tcigraiions. London was cloTasliitcel by the latter scourge, and tin; Cathe- 
dral of iSt. Paul was reduced to ashes. Of course flu; monks did vo't fail 
to attribute these events to tlic indignation of Heaven. Nevertheless, 
population increased; Edgar remained popular with his subjects, for his 
public aols were all deserving of praise, and showed boih energy and 
wisdom. He lias been blamed for the favour he showed to tin: ihiiish 
settlors, but his expeditions against the Wel-.li and other disaffected 
nations, were satisfactory, and brought him both fame and profit. 

The date of EHVida's marriage is tixed by I he Paxcn Chronicle in 965, 
an obvious mistake, as her name appears appended to a charter in the 
year 904; it is lb on:: fore ve:ry likely that Koger uf Wendover is correct 
in assigning the nnptiiils to the year 963. 

The solemn coronaiion of Klfrida scion followed her marriage, notwith- 
standing the re]jroaehes of Dunstan, Archbi-diop of Canterbury. It is 
not, however, certain that Edgar was crowned with her then, but at a 
later peri: d she shared with bin: :ha1. solemn pageant of royalty. Tb.ua 
Laving reached the height of her ambition, Klfrida endeavoured to extin- 
guish iier remorse, and atone fir her crimes, by erecting a monastery on 
the spot where Etbclwohl had been slain. Aylwin, bis brother, had suc- 
ceeded to the Earldom of East. Anglia; he was founder of the Abbeys of 
Ram.-cy and Huntingdon, whore his statue may yet be seen.' The last 
Earl of Ea-t Anglia was Harold, the son of Coil win, and it is somewhat 
remarkable that his wife was not only, by her marriage to him, Countess 
of East Anglia, but exchanged thai, title, like Elfritk for the more exalted 
one of Queen of England. 

^Notwithstanding her ambition, Effrida, could hardly expeot to receive 
higher honours than those accorded to the: former consort of Edgar, Ktheb 
Hede the hair, who, in some records of Edgar's reign, is .styled only "the 
King's wife," but never the Queen. 2 

\'et while the other consorts of those sovereigns of the heptarchy who 
bad maintained [heir ir.drpeiuieuee Hirer Edgar, wcro permitted to enjoy 
tbat title which Eltiada laid benight at so high a price, it. was not in her 
nature to be content with the honours due to the husband only, and 
rellecied from him. Klfrida laid worn the crown on her wedding-day, 
and thus attired, sat like. Judith in her chair of state by the side of Edgar: 
and tiiough we tiud her afterwards styled frequently " the King's wife," 
she had also the enviable title: of }i.<y-in<.t accorded to her. A charter 
grained by Edgar to the Ohureb of Worcester, A. in 01) 1, the year after 
his marriage, was signed by Klfrida thus : " Ego Klfyred Regiitn con- 
sensi or. sigmi crucis coniirnnivi ;'' while another to the Church at Ely, 
was also attested by her as " Itegina." a 

In King Edgar's Charter of Privilege to \ly\c Abbey, by Winchester, 
which is vet extant, in a hand of thai, ago, in letters of gold, may also bo 
found the signature of Queen Elfrida. First appear the manors and 

' Parkins. 3 Carter and Dugdale. Seidell's Titles of Honour. 
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donatioi-s of Edgar, Ihmstan, Edmund, noil Edward : then the subserip. 
tion of tin- Queen, who takes precedence of Udgifa, the King*-; grandmo- 
ther, that venerable friend and patron of the pious and "good during 
several reigns, the aged relict of King Edward the Elder. 

"I, Alfdrid, the lawful wife of the aforesaid King, by my bequest 
establishing moults in the same, plum;, will) the King's permission, Lave 
made the mark of the cross." Tin.-:; fellows: — 

"I, Eadgifa, grandmother of the afore-said King, have confirmed this 
excellent, work by lite sign of Ilie cross." 

The fact of the words " with the King's permission " being inserted, 
shown that it was not a common custom for the King's wife to attest these 
charters. In this last document, tin: name of liem'ua is omitted. 

After the second innovation of the law for Elfrida, it ceased to be re- 
garded in Wessex, and from that time forward we find the Saxon Queens 
of England were, as a matter of right, crowned, anointed, and scats of 
strife; provided for thorn by the side of llieir husbands ou the most public 
occasions, besides which iliey here the title of " Regina " or " Queen." 

The Book of Grants, presented by Edgar himself to the Catm dral of 
Winchester, bearing the date a. I). S0(>, and written entirely in loiters of 
gold, in the old Saxon character, confains a curio)is and ancient illumi- 
nation. The book is in the Cottoviian Library, marked " Vcspasiaims 
A. VIII.," and an engraving from il may lie sceu in S trim's Regal and 
Ecclesiastical Antiquities, when: the following description is given : — 

"Edgar is here delineated as piously adoring our ISlcssed Saviour, who 
appears above seated on a globe, to show his empire, and c^por red by 
four angels, emblems of the four gospels; under his feet are two f.iidhxr- 
doors, intended, perhaps, to represenr. t.ho entrance into the bottomless 
[>:i, which is so placed to convey the idea of his triumph over JVaih 
and Hell; in his left hand he holds the book of judgment, whirl, is to 
be opened in the last day," 

Strutt supposes the figures on the right and left of the King to be 
Cuthbcrt, the Saint, of Durham, and Kih eld red a. Abbess of Ely. On 
the opposite page is a Saxon inscription in capital letters of gold, thus 
translated into modern English :— 

" Tim; sits t-lmt God alone who mnilc the heavens 
Whilst humbly Edgar the kins pays his adoration." 

To quote further from Strutt, " as there has been extraordinary pains 
taken in the writing and ornaments of this bonk, and as it. was written 
('which appears by the date) at the very time of Edgar, it Is more than 
barely probable that this is not. only an exact delineation of the habit of 
that, monarch, but ako (to the best of the illuminator's power) a true 
portrait of him," The following is (lie description of the colour, of (lie 
original :— « The garment of our Saviour is a dark blue, and the liohr.er 
robe is gold ; so also is the oval he sits in, the book he holds, and the 
doors under his feet. The angels are dressed in white, and the shadowed 
part is gold, as well on the habit as on the wings. The king's cloak is a 
dark blee, edged with gold, his coat a deepish ei'hnsnu, and his hose a 
dark brown ; his book and crown are gold. The saints;, on each side of 
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him, are in blue, anil the ligl'lor-cnionred part of their garments is gold, 
as well its the ortunicnls t.lcy hold, and the glory over their heads." 

Edgar was one of the grout est friends the Church over had in thia 
country. He is raid to h;tvc buil' forty monasteries, to have completed 
fimsionbury, which his father had founded, mid to have adorned the reli- 
gions edifices of Abingdon. Thorne.y, Burgh, and Ramsey, bosidea 
founding a building for nuns in Winchester. 

Elfrida was present, A. I>. 96!), at a witcuageniote of considerable im- 
portance, held at Winchester in the royal palace. In that year Edgar 
gave in struct! nn s to $t. T)um=tan, Archbishop nf Canterbury, and iSts. 
Oswald and Etbolwold, the Idisltops of 'Worcester and "Winchester, to 
expel all the clerks, from the larger monasteries of Meroia. find replace 
them with monks. This expulsion was in consequence of tin: dissolute 
life they led. The clerks who were expelled, desired to prefer a com- 
rdaint fegainst tie severity of Dunstiivi, in the King's own presence; and 
they were met by the Archbishop in the witan at Winchester, the King, 
Q.ueen, nobles, and clergy being assembled on the oeeasion. After 
Dutistan had uttered his defence, the clerks prayed to be restored, and 
those who held possession of their offices removed. Lunstan spoke not, 
but hung down his head as if in reverie ; ' but if is said that, at, this 
moment a figure of our Lord, affixed to the standard of the crass, ap- 
peared in an elevated position in the palace, and a voice was heard 
saying, " Let it cot be done — let it not be done ; well have ye judged, 
ill would ye change." The King and all present, at. first astonished and 
terrified to death almost, by this extraordinary av.pcf.raneo, filled the air 
With their shouts, ami assented to the sacred decision. 

hlfhelwold, one of the three prelates a p pointed to survey the monaste- 
ries, was a pupil of liunslan, find some of the expelled monk.-, had tried 
to deprive him of life by poison. It was Ethelwold, who, by Ldgar's 
order, commenced the restoration of the monasteries which had either 
fallen into decay or been ruined by the I lanes. * Kly was the first monas- 
tery repaired; it had been destroyed by the Danes, A. !). !J7(I. and instead 
of filling it with miiis as before. Klhohvold pinced in it a company of 
monks, under Uribhnoth, one of bis own society or csfahlislmciit, whom 
he constituted abbot. Rrilhnoili governed Kly in that capacity eleven 
years, at the end of which his history becomes identified with that of 
Q.ueen Elfrida, as will be seen iu the course of this memoir. The resto- 
ration of Medehamstcde. after it had laid waste for nearly a hundred 
years, was commenced in the same year as that of Kly by Kthelwohl, and 

' It appears evident that this scene was got up hv Ihmstan, whose knowledge 

of mecliair.i-s, ventriloquism, oi.tk-s. Sic, enabled jiiiti easiiy to impose iin the 
u nil if armed no.r.-omiges v.iiii wlmm lie bud la do. The charge of mugie lias always 
been made agein-t the learned hi tilt! sciences in all unenlightened times, an, I it 
was a great temptation to one who had a e.aeat. end to gain, the feeling that lie 
could mi well deceive, wiiheut a chance of detection.' 

1 Ethelwold, Bishop of Winchester, hi 1.1 great fumine, sold all the sacred ves- 
sols of his eloni'li to relieve the pour, saying, " That there wis 1111 reason why 
the senseless ti'inples of God should abound ,n riches, and lively temples of ihe 
Holy Ghost should want them."— Howel, Med. Hist. Aug. 
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when completed it received the name of Peterborough, which has de- 

scemlod In mfulcni times.' Lelaud relates (hat Edgar assisted Etholv.old 
in rebuihl'.ng .M^lelumsude, by the peisuasajo, some shy. uf Iks li^ 
wire, Ethelilrde (he White ; but. tbe date of the restoration* of this abbey 
proves (hat it was Elfrida, and not Ethelfiede, bv whoso counsel he acted. 
Wheu St. Paul's, in Loudon, was endowed bv' Edgar with twenty-five 
man.- 1 on,, and a considerable sum in money, Et.helfl'ede is said to 'have 
added her own donation of two lordships, which roval gifts were after- 
wards eonlirnicd by El.bclred and Canute. Those, ami "ihe donation of 
tbe is. and of Portsea, to the Mow Minster, at "Winchester, have been, at- 
tributed to Erhelliede, but appear much mora like (..he aefs of Elfrida. 
who was desirous of purchasing peace with llie Church which sh- had 
offended. That Elfrida, as well as Edgar, took an active part in the 
restoration of clerical institutions is evident. In the Coltonian library 
is extant a reformation of the monastic life of both sexes, written in 
lying Edgar's time, wherein he takes care of the monks, and his wife 
Ellnaa of the nuns. 

Elflede 2 "Candida" (the White), Edgar's first wife, had left him two 
chihi-'o.n, Edward, afterwards surnamed l.iio _Uarlyr. and a daughter (■■■died 
Editba, who entered into the seclusion of a conven'lual life. 3 

Tito cliildren of Edgar by Elfrida wen; two sons, of whom the eldest 
Edmund Atheimg, died in bis lather's lifetime, A. l>. !)7 1. and was interred 
with princely honours in the Monastery of Kumsev, Hampshire." 4 The 
youngest of the royal children bore the name of ".Et.helrcd, to which waa 
afterwards added ihe surname of "the Unready," and with his mother's 
beauty, be inherited some, at least, of her bad qualities. 

Nr.it. long after the death of her son Edmund, EliYida lost her father, 
,-.ari Mrrlgar, who was interred at Exeter. In the year of his decease, 
A. n.i)71, this nobleman" had commenced an abbey a.j. Tavisrock in Devon- 
shire, which lie liliod with monks. The edifice itself was on a very -rand 
scale, and not completed ;iil <)8 I ; it was thihhod by Or.khf, the Queen's 
brother, a person described as t 1 

and also some of ins bones, were exhibited there; but Ihe Danes desf.rvved 
tbe building, about leu years after its completion. Malmesbury records 
amongst oilier instances of Ihe personal strength ol Ordulf tlnu'when the 
drowsy warden of Exeter delayed on one occasion to open the -ales, he 
:.n.r>! (hum open, dcmo.ishiug also tbe stone jambs on which they iiaa.'. 
Elirnia seems to have accompanied her husband on most occasions of 
importance, ana probably the Kind's leisure intervals were passed in her 
se.ei.ety, though bis infidelities ara said to ha.vo been -treat. Wo are told 
that, the Saxon princes h ad tr palace situato to the north of St. Albans, 
'Chron. PecerUirgens ; Ingiiliiims : Vis. <i. l-,t!ieh™!il. " ~* 



and Eneda; a l so Ethelfleia a 



lilfleda. 

' Gaillard'H RivaliM, &c. 

; Ramsey and Barney were q( u te different places, thongh each was distm- 
that of llamsey was in Huntingdonshire, wd built by 
1 Turner, Roger of Wendover. 
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the site of which is now 1 occupied by King's liury, to which they were 
wont to resort at times for their favourite amusement of fishing. "At 
this royal abode there was a great tisbpool, at' aV.io'.it. twenty ;-cros, which, 
by the iV-stivit.iLiH disjilayiid on it, was ;i great inconvenience to the neigh- 
bouring Abbey, til). Abbot. Ailrie procured it, in exchange fur a fii./t of 
rich ■)rt)ii.-m-(Ui.--kiji,c! King Kdgar. lie had afterwards the em'ha.ukinent 
cut "way, and the waters dispersed; hut (.he si'oatioti is still pointed out 
by Fish Pool Street, in the lower part of fit. Albans." The palace itself 
was not ihially demolished till the reign of King Stephen.' 

The dissolute lives of the clergy during this reign have been already 
noticed, and, indeed, a great la\i:y of morals appears to have prevailed 
among all classes. At this time there were so many Daues in the country, 
who gave themselves up to drinking and idolatry to such an excess, that 
they were hardly governable. To repress the vice of drunkenness, the 
Winchester measure was instituted. Kdgar ordained a size, by certain 
pins in the pot, with a penalty to any that presumed to drink deeper than 
the mark. Gold and silver nails were also ordered by Ihiuslan fir this 
same purpose, and were put into the drinkiiigvessels to prevent inebriety 
and quarrels. These pins, nails, or pegs, were fastened in the pots, 
whence the phrase " to drink to the pin," a feat only acquired by long 

Kdgar also commanded a new coinage, 1.1. e oh! having been so reduced, 
by the fraud of cheating clippers, that scarcely any piece was found to be 
of worth, when its value Has tested in the scales. 3 

There is no doubt that Loudon and Winchester were frequently chosen 
residences of Kdgar ami I'liirida, and most probahi) Worcester, where 
their son Ethelred IT. afterwards erected a tower, called " King Edgar's 
Tower," because the statues of that King and his two Queens, Elfleda 
and Elfrida, are placed on its eastern front/ 

In 972 Kdgar ;md E'fridn were solemnly crowned at St.. Peter's, Bath, 
the ceremony being performed by Dunsian, on the 11th of -May, the 
feast of Pentecost. St. Oswald assisted in the ceremonies of consecrating 
and anointing Edgar and his Queen. Por seven years previously Edgar 
had laid aside h;s crown, a penance imposed by Punsluli, for bis crime in 
carrying off the nun Wull'reda of Wilton; lie now resumed tie; jnsignhi 
of royalty in public, and surrounded by his peers, to whom, on this occa- 
sion, he presented the customary gifts. The royal robes, worn by Edgar 

■ Britton and Brayley. 

1 The custom of drinking Id the jiln if t!iini<r.lit to have been in trod nee :l by the 

Danes tbcmsclve-j, who fixed a pin h»si;ie el' their wassail-bowl. Hardy's .Votua 

on William of Mutmesbury. 

" That the byi:;nt, or hc=ant, an ancient. Greek coin of g»hL which was mimed 
from ancient i'.yiaiitiaiT], and issued by the Greek emperors, was used in Eng- 
land, is proved siy the fact that cir.. Diuisr.a.ii purchased of Kinir l'i^ar tie.; estate 
of Hindmi, in Middlesex, for 2'.K) bviauts. 'JMie cum was "eocra'dy current in 
tin ill :j i li! ten. re the Norman (Jompiest, ami lias been introduced in armorbi.l hear- 
ings. The vulue of one oyzruit, according lo Dr. Henry, was nine shiilinjr.' um! 
fourpeiiee.- Notes to l.e (.oaml's fabliaux. 

• l.lreems History of Worcester. 
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at hifi coronation, are described as of immense value, on which account 
the King afterwards bestowed them on Glastonbury, as a decoration for 
tbe altar. 

" Much btiss there was, by all enjoyed, 
On (he happy day named Pontswi; 
Crowds nf priests, ami throngs of monks, 
In council sage were gathered there." ' 
Not long after this grand event, Edgar, who seems to have been to tbe 
full as feu) of pomp and parade as his consort Elfrida, summoned his 
subroguli tit Chester. 5 Kenneth, King of Scots, was among the first to 
do him homage, and was followed by his nr-pln-w, Maleolrn'of ('umbria, 
aid JMaceus, King of iUona and the Tsles. by the Princes of Oalhovay. 
and the Oymnc tribes. 3 During this meeting at. Chester, Ed^r one day 
purposed to go by water to the Abbey of St, John the liaptist, anil 
obliged eight of these tributary princes to row him in a barge upon die 
l'eo, Kenneth ■.HaoA.lpine being one of the number. This king had re- 
ceived Lothian from Edgar, on condition that lie should antmaiK- attend 
Edgar's principal feasts, and do him homage for diat district. The Eng- 
lish king gave him several houses for his entertainment during his loiir- 
ney, arid made him many handsome presents, such as one hundred 
ounces of pure gold, many silken ornaments, and rings with precious 
stones. 

Amid all the honours accorded to royalty, the highest in such a gay 
and glorious court, Elfrida must have had her heart's!"' utmost desi.es fuf- 
lilied ; but her triumph was not destined to last; and could she have 
■foreseen how little real happiness was to be gained by her crime, even 
her first steps m that career bad perhaps been staved. TTer successes 
and glories- were terminated, in the twelfth year of their marriage, by the 
King's death, who was then only in the thirtv -second year of iiis'aov. 
though the sixioontb of his reign. Ho died July 8th, <W>, and was in- 
terred at Glastonbury, with every regal honour. The tomb was, at a 
biter period, 1052, opened' 1 by Abbot Aiiwa.d, when the King's remains 
were re-iin.erred within a large shrine covered with gold and silver, find 
inlaid with beautifully moulded images in ivory, which had been Edgar's 
own present to the Church. 

' Snxon Chronicle. 

5 IMgii.r was. in person, small and thin, [a picture of him may he seen in Wyn- 
kyn do Worde,] which caused Kenneth to remark with surprise 'thai so many pro- 
vinces >!.... ..il..[ v : .i:':ii obedience to a man so iusiimihcimt. The speech reatlid the 

ears of Ivi?;;it, who 'ed bis jjucst anau into a. wood, and producing two swords. 
ha.de liiui choose one of them. "Our arms." sail! til.; kins, " slisill ilecMe vhidi 
ought to obey the other; Cor it will he base to bave atoned that at a Joust, which 

you camiot support with your sw 1." Kenneth, in much confusion, remembered 

his hasty observation, a.nd ■■ apoloyiJoa" !'or it us a j.i : ;e "—Turner 

Palgrave. 

' The opcniiigdif the tomb is said io have been attended v.a-h several mirages. 
Kot only was the royal corpse fresh and incorrupt, hut the a.hhot, seeing it was 
too large for the rooejitacle prepared for it. having prr.randv hacked ir. with a 
sleet ir,-irumcr.t in his hand, to his own horror, ami [hut of the special... re, tor- 
rents of blood lutr:-d. forth from the wound. Tin: abbot afterwards became in- 
sane, and died ■* violent den.th !-■ duson Chronicle. 
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Immediately the King's death became known, (wo mighty factions 
arose, which threatened to load to a civil war. The King's will Lad de- 
clared that die crown should devolve cm Edward, 1 >-. c-.- snti of bis iirst wife, 
an amiable Prince, then in the thirteenth yl-.iv of Ins age; but the ambi- 
tious EliV'du desired to secure the throne In her son Et.holred, thou but a 
child of about seven, and objected to Edward's claim, ibat die mother 
eitber hud not been lawfully married to Edgar, or that the young prince 
was born before their coronation, and (bat. bo was illegitimate, besides 
which -be Queen alleged lie was of a harsh and cruel disposition. 1 As 
Eli'rida had always possessed a'r:'' influence with the late King, she had 
neopiircd many friends, who now became partisans in favour of Etlielrod's 
succession; 2 but many of the nobles who were aoqnainled wi'ii her impe- 
rious temper, dreaded the consequences of her being pEeed as Kcgent at 
the head of the State, which must have been the case if Kthelrcd was 
elected kin;:, ami of this number was the Queen's old enemy, Ibmslau, 
still the jiiesi powerful person in the kingdom, to whom even monavchs 
bad bei n forced to submit. J I was (his prelate who stepped fur ward in 
the emergency, to cany into cf'cer. the claims nf Kdwaol, ];i.:,w:ng that 
he was supported by the wishes of (he people generally, and by Oswald 
and other bishops and nobles, who desired I be bile King's will to bo re- 
spected. Ilunstan, indeed, was the last person in the world who was 
willing f:i suffer such a diminution of bis own power as would have been 
the result of Ethelrod's advancemeni, when liis mother Elfricla was 
directly bis opponent; be accordingly convened an assembly of nobles at 
Kingston, fur the purpose of crowning and auo'nting Edward. The fac- 
tion of Elf'rida, among whom was Alter, lluke of 3levcia, formally de- 
duced against the ceremony (aking place; (lie Queen herself, who was 
present, objected on account of tiie Prince's illegitimacy, wliieh rendered 
her sou (lie E«al heir. ;l At this crisis Dunslao appeared, bearing in his 
hands the banner of the crueiiix, accompanied by young Kdward, whom 
lie presented to the lords as their rightful monarch, declaring that bo 
would hiruseif be responsible, for their I'rince's conduct, v, bom he would 
regubtle as bis father's tutor and prime -minister. This promise of Dun- 
Stan milled the waverin;: minds of the assembled lords, and Edward was 
received with universal joy. 1 Taking the youth by (be hand, Dunstau 
niareiied directly 10 I. bo church, accompanied by the other bishops, and 
fnilowod by a great crowd of people, where be anointed him King, it: 
spite of the opposition of Kifrida. and her parly, wdio were overwhelmed 
with grief at the priest's triumph.'' 

This public acknowledgment, uf Edward by Ilunstan proves the validity 
of his mother's marriage, and the base artifice Elfcida bad employed 
against lorn. Had be really boon iPogitimato, as an author observes who 
was of that opinion himsel', 1 ' IviVioa migbl justly be excused for desiring 
the true heir to become king. 

1 Brit. Saucta, Lingavd. * Hume. 

3 Brit. Sancta, Osberu, and CapgrsTB. * Holinshed. ■ Henry. 

5 Holinshcd says, Edwnrd was born of a mm named Eltleda, unci not of Eiljjar'a 
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Even after the coronation was over, (be Qneell still continued to strive 

by all possible means to got, Etltolrod's claim acknowledged, and so far 
inveigled Edward by her 'flattery, that he suffered her to order all the 
affairs of the kingdom, retaining i',-,r himself merely the title of King. At 
Ibo same time he was, if possible, still more devoted to St. Dum,!:'^! and 
bis followers than bin lather had been, so that the nation had every hope 
the reign would be prosperous and happy. All these expectations were, 
however, (lust rated by (he Queen's ambition, who could not rest tranquil. 
Bhe opposed Dunstan in all ways, and her friends, the opponents of the 
('lunch in general, destroyed the monasteries which Edgar had built. It 

wiil 1 ■cmcmbcrcd that the enemies of Donstan and Ethelwolrl, among 

the clergy, had been ejected, on account of dissolute conduct-, from their 
offices. Elfrida, to strengthen the party of Klbelrcd, declared herself 
openly their patroness, the highest affront -which could have been offered 
to Dunstan ; besides which she tried to bias the minds of the great in 
favour of her son. Mereia and Earl Alfev sided with tier and with those 
who protected (he disgraced clergy. Essex and East Anglia, with their 
Earls, sided with the King and Dunsttm, to whose will be was subject, 
and who therefore was possessed of great power, yet had to cope with 
one who was as ambitious as himself, and perhaps oven more unprinci- 
pled as to the means of gratifying the passion. There was Q\ay prospect 
of a civil war, when Elfrida perceived another method of atia.iuing her 
object; she joined in a conspiracy to assassinate bldwaul. and accident 
short I v after furnished her with an opportunity of effecting her purpose. 1 
The young King bad shown, from the iirst, every marl; of respectful 
attention to Klfrida, to whom he had presented the county of Dorset- as ;i 
dowry, afiising to it a. royal dignity. 2 

The monarch was returning from a. bunting excursion in Dorsetshire, 
near "Warcba-m, not far from which stood Corfe Castle, the residence of . 
his mother-in-law and of her son Ethelred. While bis companions were 
earnestly pursuing the game, Edward was left alone, and perceiving the 
walls of the castle in the distance:, lie hastened tliilher to pay bis respects 
with bis accustomed courtesy to bis tnother-indaw, who, on pcrcoiviriL: 
him, with feigned affability welcomed, and invited him to alight and re- 
fresh himself. This, however, Edward declined, but requested a cup of 
wine to bo brought him, and at the same time inquired for bis brother. 
Whether Klfrida bad premeditated this treachery towards her son-in-law, 
or whether the favourable opportunity suggested this act of cruelty, re- 
mains uncertain; she, however, commissioned one of her creatures 3 to 
stab the King in the back, while in the act of drinking. Edward, finding 
himself wounded, spurred his horse to rejoin his friends, but from loss of 
blood fell from his seat, and one of his feet being caught in the stirrup, 
he was dragged for some time by Ike affrighted" animal, who being at 
length arrested near a. ionise on the road side, the mangled corp.-e'was 
found there by some domestics of the Queen, who had tracked him thither 
by the blood, and by commands previously received from Elfrida, they 
' Halliard's Jlivalite, and others. » Turner. 

Knyghtou and Burke say the Queen herself did the deed. 
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threw the boiity into a well. 1 As Ruger of Wendover relates, "The 
wicked woman Alf iritha, and her son Ethelred, ordered the corpse of the 
king and martyr, St. Edward, to he ignyminiously buried at. Wan/bum, 
in the midst of'pohlie rejoicing and festivity, as if they had buried his 
memory and his body together? for now that he was dead, they ?rudgcd 
him ecclesiastical sepulture, as when he was alive they robbed liim of 
royal honour." The young Ethelred, however, deserved not the blame 
even of a participation in this e,rnel transaction ; for he had tenderly loved 
the King his brother, and wept bitterly on hearing the news of his death. 
Elf'riiiii, "unable to pacify him, whs so much offended, lhat it is added, 
" having no rod at hand, in the violent paroxysm of her anger, she seized 
some tapers that stood before her, and beat the boy so severely that she 
had almost killed him, too, upon the spot. So terrified was the ehild (hat 
he never after oould endure to have auy of tiiose sort of candles lighted 
before him." 2 The tapers of the middle ages were from five- to seven 
pounds vn'ijkL and being placed in candlesticks of silver, formed an 
ornament for the bedchamber of ladies. King Alfred, it is well known, 
caused ids cmid'rs to be adapted t;i the measurement of time. Ulinda's 
correction was, therefore, by no means of a gentle kind. 

A MS. Psalter, preserved in the Royal Library at, the 1'ritish Museum, 
having been formerly presented t;i Queen Mary in l'-y,j'i, by I'a.dnin 
Smith, a citizen of Loudon, contains a.n engraving which represents Ed- 
ward hunting, and his visit to Corfe Castle. The same attendant who 
offers the King a cup of drink, is seen there slabbing him wiih a dagger, 
One of our modern customs, tha-. of pledging each o:her at tnb'e, arose irom 
the circumstances attending (lie dealh of Edward. The old Savon mode of 
pledging, when r.wo persons drank together, was as follows: — '■' The per- 
son who was going to drink, asked any one of the company that sat next 
him, whether lie would pledge him. On which, he answering that he 
would, held up his sword or knife to guard him whilst he drank ; for 
while a man is drinking he necessarily is in an unguarded posture, ex- 
posed to the traitorous stroke of some hidden or secret enemy ; this prac- 
tice originated from the treacherous conduct of Elfrida to her sou-m- 

The friends of the deceased King soon discovered the remait.s of their 
murdered sovereign, and having burnt the body, interred the ashes at 
Warcba.m.' Ihtfc the deed was not destined to he thus passed over, for 
" the innocent victim " of Elfrida " was ennobled with the grace of mira- 
cles." s The King's body, on the night of the murder, 6 had been earned 
into ft cottage where a poor woman dwelt, who was maintained by the 
charity of Elfrida : she was blind, but is said to have bceu restored sud- 
denly to sight. This miraculous circumstance, being reported nest tnorri- 

■ Gaillard's lliralite", &e. a Holinshed. ■ Strott. 

« Goulard", &c. * Roger of Wend over. 

c In 1245, Pope Innocent IV. ordained that the Jay (if fMwtmi's murder -h,-,u.'.i. 
be kept, us a festival: the exact date of (lie event was March lSOi, U7SJ (Urit, 
Saucta). He had reigned three years. 
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ing to the Queen, niTn.ii iiilYk-hfed her. 1 Tin 1 report of the miracle spread, 
and imil.lit.udes arc said to have resorted to the t.onili, whereon such a 
ceiestiai light was shed, (hat. r > 1 ..- lame were enabled to walk, (.be blind to 
sec, and the dun;!) to speak ; ail who laboured under any infirmity being 
healed". a "Among the rest, the murderess took her journey thither! 
Having mounted her horse, she urged him to go forward, when, lo ! lie 
who before outslrippod the winds, and was full of ardour to boar his mis- 
tress, now, by the will of God, stood irnmovablo ; nor could her attend- 
ants move him at all with their shouts and blows: their labour was still 
in vain, when another horse was put in his place." 3 Neither the horse 
wliieh the Queen rode, nor any other, would approach the spot, in spite 
of whips and spurs, and every other means tried to make them go for- 
ward. On which the murderess perceived "hew great had been her 
ell'uMoc against (J-od, in shedding the blood of the inneeeut; and she 
repented deeply of her .gin," and giLve up her intention of visiting the 
tomb, resolving to pass (.lie res' of her days in penance ami prayer :" of 
this resolve she evidently put off the accomplishment. So many mini- 
eles indeed were wrought by the sainted King, who, for bis death, was 
suroamed "the Martyr," that it was thought desirable to transfer bis 
relics to a more lining reeeptaelc. Pome say, ibis holy ceremony was 
performed by hi* sister St, Editba; others relate that Karl Klfory, wiio 
was one of the most forward pari Testis ef hill'tida, and had been one of 
those who e.eslroyed the monasteries of the monks, bitterly repenting of his 
fault., removed the King's sacred body from that mean place, three yeaj.s 
after, with great solemnity, to the monastery at Shaftesbury. 5 

The Sasoa Chroniele " notiees Jki ward's nmrder in these terms: — 
" There has not been 'mid Angles 



Since they first 
Britain-land sought. 
Men him murdered, 
But God him glorified. 
He was in life 
An earthly king; 
He is now after death 
A heavenly saint. 
Him would not his earthly 
Kins in en avenge, 
But him hath his Heavenly Fiither 
Greatly avenged. 
The earthly murderers 
Would his memory 
On earth blot out, 

' Brit. Sanota. A church w 

flic restor.nien of toe blind wi 

3 Roger of Wendover. ■ Ibid. 

" Holinshed, Roger of Wendover. 

" "Though, even this way, he did no! esr'n.nc e-,:idi^n immshmoiit, being < 
with worms in the following year." Iloger of Wendovor. 

- e-iixon Chronicle; Brit. Sancta. 
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In the heave 
And on earth wide spread. 
They wbi) v.-ouki m.i i.Tuv,i;ili- 
To his living 
Body bow down, 
They now limnb'y 
On kneea bend 
To his dead bones, 
roiw we iii:iv ujidcrsuiKt 
That men's wisdom, 
And their devices, 
And their councils, 

: L'U:i:.-it God's resolves.'' 

Ethelred "Atheling," or the "Noble," for whom Elfrida b 

guilty of 60 great a crime, was too young at the time to be consi 
accomplice in her guilt, yet it was with no small repugnance 
prelates and thanes bestowed on him a crown bought with the 
blood. 1 Dunsfan more especially felt this, yet was compelled t 
Etbelred, a measure not to be avoided. The ceremony of inar 
took place at Kingston-on-Thames, Sunday, April the 24th. 2 ' 

monarch, who is described as "a rare youth of a 

countenance, and lni'ty stature, received the : ' ' 
of Canterbury, and Oswald of Tori:, in the 
the rest of the assembled clergy and nobles 
occasion to have been moved, by a prophet 
young Prince, all the calamities to winch the kingdom would be 
during his reign in the following words :— « Because thou hast s 
the crown by the death of thv brother, whom thv mother hath n 
therefore hear the word of the Lord : the sword shall not depart from 
thy house, but shall furiously ra<;e all the days of thy life, killing thy 
seed, till such time as thy kingdom shall be given to a people whose 
customs and language the nation thou now governcst know not : neither 
shall thy sin, the sin of thy mother, and the sin of those men who were 
partakers of her counsels, and executors of her wicked design, be ex- 
piated bat by a loi'.p ar.d most severe vengeance." 4 Duns tan survived this 
event nine years, at the end of which he died, A. P. 988, alter having 
witnessed the rehms of five monurchs, and part of that of a sixth, viz., 
Ethelred. 

This last event took place many years before the decease of Eifrifla, 
who survived her worst enemy and greatest rival. Jodeed, it was pro- 
bably the ascendency of the Queen's faction which embittered and short- 
ened Dunstan's life ; for Edward the Martyr, ruled by bis counsels, would 
have oarried on everything as Edgar his father had left it; but, as Duu- 
btan had perceived from the lirst, the ascendency of the mother of 

' The usual atonement for murder, called the Wcregild, was paid by Elfrida al 
the time of Edward's death.— Lingard. ' a. d. 979. 

' Koger of Wendover. ' Holinshed. 
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Ethelred, and such as took part with her under her son's authority, waa 

likely enough " to turn all upside down." 1 One of the motive ^'attri- 
buted to Elfrida for (he commission of Edward's murder, was her desira 
to subvert, the authority of Dunstan. In this, however, she was unsuc- 
cessful, and gained only the popular aversion; for neither remorse nor 
hypocrisy could ever reinstate her in the public opinion. 

But even yet Elfrida's crimes were not ended : in tlio year 981 another 
murder stained her guilty hand. Turner remarks as singular, tie fact 
that this oirenm stance of the murder of Brithnnth, first Abbot of Ely, 
by Elfridu, should have escaped historians in general, being merely noticed 
in the following manner in the history of Ely -} — " It Happened that, on 
a eertain day. ilie Abbot JSriduod sol. out for King Elhelved's court, on 
affairs of the Church. When near Ooldesdune, on his way through the 
wood called New Forest, he is said to have turned aside in search of 
s'-iinc seoloded spot for prayer, where, by accident, he discovered the 
Queen JiOI.-tiil.liii engaged under a tree, in her practices of witchcraft, 
'i.'iie Que;-! uttered an ovprossiou of consternation at being detected, but 
the holy man, inwardly troubled, retreated as quickly as' possible from 
the spot, and proceeded on his way to the court. Here he was magni- 
ficently received by the Kill";, and having speedily accomplished the purpose 
of his journey, was on the point of returning home, rejoicing in the 
royal munificence. Not willing, however, to shame the Queen," ihoogh 
abhorrent, lie first went to seek an interview with her, which she, when 
aware of his coming, desired might be strictly private, under a pretest 
of her requiring spiritual counsel. .Summoning some women of her 
Household, devoted to her will, she gave orders thai he should be put to 
death. That no wound might appear on the body, the perpetrators were 
instructed to pierce him beneath the armpits with Wlh-hm till he expired, 
Whereupon she cried out as if terrified by a sodden calamity. The ser- 
vants and companions of the Abbot run to the spot, and bear with groans, 
of the previous arrival and sudden death of their master: with much 
grief and lamentation they place his body on a vehicle, and convey it 
back to Ely, where, not detecting any visible marks of violence, they 
commit it to the tomb. Thus was the first abbot of the holy church of 
Ely martyred, 8 by the contrivance of a good-for-nothing woman, pre- 
f erring to fall into human hands, rather than to transgress the divine law, 
earning for his soul eternal joy in heaven, where ho shall reign with, all 

" As to the Queen, no one presumed even to whisper a suspicion, or 
bring an evil report upon her. And this matter might, have continued 
to be hidden from all, had not she herself, by the divine mercy, been 
r.ei^ed with compiled!, >n for her wilebei'iit'rs and a b: a o in aide practices, anil 
especially for the death of the glorious King Edward, her eldest son, to 
whose murder, (to make a way to the throne' for Etbelred, her subsequent 
issue) she confessed, and for which deed, she raised, at her own expense, 
the Convent of Wercwelle. Here she spent the remainder of her days 

' llolmshed. a Gale's Script area Hist, jilieiii. 

1 Some records place the event in a.j>. 981. 
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in grief ami penitence, iinil detailed with groans ami anguish, the manner 
in which she had slain Bridnod, Abbot of Ely, as nbore related." ' 

Eifrida's motive in this act was as usual, her dtisirc for power. The 
whole of the isle of Ely, had been purchased of King Edgar for a small 
sum, by EtheUvold, Bishop of Winchester, one of the l.Junsl.an party, 
who in the year i)70, placed in the monastery he had renewed, an abbot 
and monks, for whom he obtained many privileges from the monarch, 
with whom be was a great favorite. This abbot was Bridnoth, one of his 
own monks. EilVldu. after Ethelred's aelvuneetucnt to the throne, still 
maintained her spleen against Duuslun. J-Ji-i r.rinutli bad enmo 10 court on 
tills occasion concerning matters connected with bis church, and having 
succcnled iu his mission, was about to depart with a. joyful heart, when 
the Queen uii.orfercd and caused the Abbot's assassination. The " magic 
practices" he was said to have witnessed, wove probably some of the 
Danish rite;, or she had been consulting the wise-women on her own 
future destiny and that of Dunstan. Jtrithuoth had ruled Kly eleven 
years from his first appointment, and on bis death, Elsy, or Eifsy, was 
appointed abbot in bis place, by King Elhelred. 2 The brotherhood of 
Ely bad their sospicions on the suddenness of their former a.bbor.'s de- 
cease, but t.he power of Elfrida silenced all. Not long after Brithnoth's 
murder, we find that, at the invitation of Bishop Ethclwold, the young 
King and bis mother went, with several of the nobility, to visit the church 
of Ely, ami took the opportunity to go in procession to the tomb of St. 
E'kolnreda; when llio young monarch, ba.vmg a great love ami alTccl.ion 
for the Saint, promised, in the presence of ail who wore there assembled, 
to become from henceforth her devoted servant. Iu consequence, Kind- 
red afterwards, on several occasions testifier 1 great kindness and regard for 
that church, and as a pa.H.ieukr mark of favour, was " pleased 1.0 grant 
that the head of the church of Illy should hold and enjoy the office and 
dignity of Chancellor in the King's court : (ho like he also granted to two 
other "eburoires, viz., St.. A.ugu.siiuo's iu Canterbury, and Glastonbury, 
thus dividing the chancellorship between the abbots of those three mo- 
nasteries, who were to enjoy the ollicc by turns." 3 

Elfrida was obviously desirous of making her peace with the offended 
clergy through t.he grants of Ethclrcd, then but twelve years of age. Of 
course it was she who hold the admiuis! ration of Church and State affairs, 
for a weakness of character was apparent, iu Ethelreri from an early age, 
winch was in a great measure attributable to the tyrannical and arbitrary 
influence maintained ever hiui by bis mother. As the King grew older 
this influence ijiradoall y eleednec, until EHfid-L, finding herself the object 
of popular aversion, became aware Hint her power was at an end: on 
which, pretending to be moved by her conscience, she determined to bid 
farewell to the court, 1 and to eiose her days in a moiiaslery, the usual re- 
source of baffled ambition in these days. She accordingly founded in 

' Rog. of Wend. g Dugdala. 

' Dugdale; who planes tlie I'isit ofl'tlio'.rt'! in hi* \,t. other's reign; but as Brid- 
noth was dead, and Elfsy abbot, it was plainly during his own. 

< Liij;co , 'L 
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986, the Monastery of Werewell,' in expiation of the deaths of her first 

11 111] ml her son-in-law, Ivlw.nl the Martyr: and 

";■.;', .VV w " 1 "' (,i '"'« «'l''i^ "f Ibo lioncdiemie order, the w h'.auti- 
'"I Htn.Ja nnounemg her worldly grandeur, ihe in^nr-ivc: In'l-rr nrmy 
I'"""'; l, " Li "'* J '!»■ n.l.o> of royalty (or suekcloth, and Luvi..^ P r..f.^od 
hcrsell a mo,, owch 1,1 1110U n,ir]g ;o. 1 .ovat penitence, u great pari of !,,,- 
Mmuaioglifc;* here .no practised every kind of ausfcritV. ML-fiWi 
which she bad uounsncd n t delicacy, she morliiiod with haircloth at Wher- 
well, slecpmg on rbo K v(.u».l, and alllieling hoi- bodv witli all kinds of 
."Uenngs -nek as fasfmg iu id various kinds of penance. Although the 
wercgno, .he pr,ce ot timnlM, lorn been paid, the guilty Qnccn mlH £ ,,., v 
J" remorse and apprehension, and !„„„„,, other self- Inflicted -, incAmer.*; 
k -a;o to have -worn armour, made of little erodes, which she rhou«bt 
■.-'■ 1 :dnne secure her from an imaginary phantom, or evil spirit, which 
>m,^.i:,ly , hauuteo her imagination."* Nor wu, private mortification 
enough; Llhuda fried to atone for her misdeeds by the publicity of h.-r 
r=: cnlanee yet could she never reinstate herself in public opinion. 6 She 
expended h.ge sums on the poor, and in building churches 'and monaste- 
iu:,. to the amount ol her whole patrimony.' Elfndu founded a monas- 
tery at Amlover, and another at Ambrosbury in Wiltshire, a town on the 
I n.or Ajou. Ibis last was foauded a. 1, (*(,, in expiation of the mur- 
oemf hikard .he Martyr; it was of the Uencdictiiio ord ■:■. ,ml coni- 
oiaioed to .1 e pal. .nap. of St. Mary, and St. Moliurus, a Cornisu saint 
wtioae relics were preserved there. 9 

_ Another abbey, or rather a small nunnery, was erected by her at Read- 
lug, on the spot now oeelipied by Si. Man's Church, being the third 
eddiee tounded ,n <m, the year after King Edward's death :' Ijonry [ 
suppressed this a. U. 1120, but the following year built a ma-nlu'ent 
abbey Mere for two humhtd Benedictine monks, whirji be o-JVaicd to 
tlie honour of God, our Lady, and St. John the Evan-,,dist, and appro- 
priated to its use the revenues of the earlier foundation. 

Klfnda's rapacity is seen in all ber actions. Wulfreda, the injured nun 
ol Wilton, had presided many years over the Monasterv of Ihintin^ 
Wiiea some dissensions arose between her and the priests of tJarkh;.', woo 
referred then- cause to Kifru.la, requesting her to eject Wu'fi-.d''" -nd 
assume the goyorineut in ber own person. To this prcoosal Kllrid;. .^dik- 
a-seotul am! on [Ilc Queen's assuming the presidency of the .Moua-toy 
ot harking, Wulfreda was forced to retire to a religious hou-e, which -he 
had ioouded at llorten, in Devonshire. 10 'clifrida presided :u liarkie- f„r 
iw-euty years, at the end of which, while still residue there she\as 
se,/,ed with a violent sickness, and in the probable dread of approaching 
dissolution, repenting the injury she had done Wulfreda, she caused her 

■ " Wherwell."— Dugdnle. ■ Dugdale, Brit. Sancta. 

1 Roger of Wtndover, HoliDshed. • Claris Calendoria. 

' JJngsrd. 1 Holinshed, Gaillard, Bicknell, Lysons'a Magna Brit. 

D»gd«le. 'BrittonandBrayley. 

' Ldand, Camden, Speed. •- Britton and Brayley. 



riby Google 



ELF HID A. 393 

to be reinstated in her former situation. Seven years afterwards Wulfreda 
died in London, whither she had retired to avoid the Danish army <hea 
invading Eogland. This retaliation of Eifrida on Lor former rival in the 
King's affections, at so distant a period, marks how deeply the feelings of 
jealousy and revenue \v;>re ininlar.ted in lier bosom. 

Eifrida retired from Harking to Wherwcll, where the uiuu in 1002. in 
a state of extreme [lenit.eneo, and at, a very advanced age. 1 King Kihel- 
ri.'d grained Whorwcll, in the year of his rtiol.hcr's death, u charter of 
i:uii linn anon, on aeeonnt of its being the piano in which she ended her 
days, and which contained her last, remains. 2 

' Dugdale. * Ibid. 
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The Pearl or Xcnmimly— Da realise of Hinma— Quarrels settled— Emma's Mar- 
riage with Ethelred, 1 1 1 2 : nt Winchester- She receives the [mpular name of 
ElfgWa— Unsuitablcnesp of hi ih el rod —His uersnuul nppeii ranee — The songs of 
Guunlaugr the Scald— Tin; Pii.snH : their vn'hie— .[Hm-cll. its odiousness to the 
English— Massaero of the Danes on the Kve of St. (ii-ice— Oumlda's late— Her 
anathema — Emma's sorrow concealed — Tlie nc^eet of .Kthelred towards his 
wife — She appeals to hor brother — Anger of the Duke !,f Normandy— Recon- 
ciliation — Hugh and Ahvjn — Sie;:e 'if Cxeter -Oath of fealty to Emma's un. 
bora babe — Birth of her sou, Edward iho ('Vaifessov— Alfred, the eldest son, set 
aside on account of a prophecy — Emma flies from the troubles in England, 
with her children, to Konmmdv llem.i.hi.- there two yearn— They are followed 
by Ethclred— "Unready'' ;, title titling fur the weak King— London Bridge is 
broken down — Edmund Tronsidts— Al^itloi at Maiine.-damv Abbey — Death of 
Ethelred— Canute marries I;mna— Iter weight in gold— Influence of Emma- 
Mutual attachment — Danish Dun diss — Drink msr imp.- — liack- gammon — Poets 
— Story of Canute ami his oi.mrti.c-v; — Sfdendidgats to abbeys — The King's 
verses- Vau land, the smith— liaruicamite ami (iuriildsi— King Olaf— Death of 
Canute— Earl Godwin's power— Treacherous letter to Emma's sons— Murder 
of Alfred — Suspicions- - liana:! — Emma's exile and return — Hardieanute — 
The gilded ship — The dwarf Mimieon — Death of llardicauute— Edward suc- 
ceeds — His conduct to his mother — The trial ef the pleug^shares— Triumph — 
Death of Emma. 

The first alliance between the English and the Normans, who after- 
wards ruled Kngland with such despotic sway, took place in 1.002, when 
Emma, who for her beauty was surnamed "the Pearl of Normandy," 
became the wife of Etlielrcd, the reigning monarch. 

The family of Emma was of Weaodiuaviau origin. Rollo, or Robert, 
her great-grandfather, after an unsuccessful invasion of England, in the 
reign of Alfred, had turned his arms against the natives of the neigh- 
bouring coast of Trance, who, finding (h cm selves utiahle to oppose their 
warlike invaders, offered Robert n settlement in their territories. Charles 
the Simple, tlieu on the French throne, yielded to Hollo part of the Pro- 
vince of Neust.ria, and bestowed on him at the same time the hand of his 
daugliier tlis'a, on oondiliou licit the Dime should do him homage sis a 
vassal. The territory ceded to Hollo from that time went by the name 
of .Normandy; and Hie .Duke, when lie died, bequeathed it to his son, 
Duke Wiiliam T., who held it for twenty-five years. This prince was 
succeeded by Richard his son, then a minor, whose wife was Agnes, 
daughter of Hugh the fireat, Earl of Paris, by whom he had no children. 
ISv flunnora, his second wife, he had three sons, Richard, Robert, and 

(394) 
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Mauger; anf] throe daughters, Emma-Agnes, Helloic or Alls, and .Viand. 
The "eldest of these princesses, named after Richard's first consort, was 
afterwards Queen of England, Alix espoused Uoefi'rey, Karl of Bretagno, 
and Maud became the wife of Eudcs, Earl of Chartros avid Blois. 

Ethelred, King of England, had 0,1.1:1 n-elled with Duke Richard I., on 
some subject which has not been handed down to us. A fleet was pre- 
pared by Ethelred for the invasion of Normandy, and Richard, on bis 
part, arrested all the English pilgrims and merchants in his dominions, 
some of whom he threw into prisun, while others lie eondcomed to death. 
Pop:; John XV. employed his legate Leo, Bishop of Treves, to reconcile 
the eon tending princes. T.eo visited lo'st Ethelred, and afterwards Richard, 
and, at his revues', eomrnissiouors were appointed to nice; at, llouen, 
when it was agreed that all ancient causes of dissension should be for- 
gotten, tout a perpetual peace shouhl subsist, between the King of England 
and the Marquess' of Normandy, their children born and to be bom, and 
all their true liege-men; that every infraction of this peace should bo 
repaired by satisfactory compensation; and that neither prince should 
harbour the subjects nor the enemies of the other, without a written per- 
mission. 5 This, the oldest treaty now extant between any of our kings 
and a foreign power, is drawn up in the name of the Pope, and confirmed 
by the oaths and marks of one bishop and two thanes on the part of 
Ethelred, and of one bishop and two barons on the part of Richard: 3 it 
was signed at Rouen, March 1st, 991. 

In the eighth year after Kindred's accession, he ha.d married Ethel- 
giea, daughter of Earl Thorold, by whom he had five children. Edmond, 
surna.med Ironside, for his s'rength of mind and body, Edwy, and three 
daughters. The Queen dying"in lOOli, Ethelred sent ambassadors to 
Normandy to demand the hand of Emma, sister of the reigning duke, 
Richard IT. It is not unlikely that some overtures hud been made at an 
earlier period, prior to Eilielred's iirsl. maniago, for this beautiful prin- 
cess, who was then but a child; for Roger of Wetidover says that Emma 
was the cause of the (parrel between her father and Ethelred, but no 
particulars have reached us. 

Duke Richard II. gavo a most honourable reception to the Kuglish 
embassy. The negotiation fur the marriage was speedily concluded, and 
the same year thafwitnessed the death of Ethclgiua, saw the young and 
blooming " Flower of Noroiam.H' " solemnly bestowed on tin.: recently- 
widowed King. In Lent, 1002, the new Queen eame over to England, 
attended by a numerous retinue of French men and women.' The nup- 
tial ceremony was performed at Winchester, which, from that time, be- 
came a. favourite residence of Emma, and was the spot in which she 
p:L-.se.rl the earlier years of her married life. Roth 8a\on and Norman 
chroniclers unite iu representing the youthful Queen Kinma' as in a pecu- 

' The title of Marquess or Duke is iudisijrimiiiiitc'y used, in the treaty, for the 
father of Emma, 

■' Mnlmeslmrv Hays lliat Cue sa'ajccis ef oixbev Prince were t.:> ho pvuvided with 
pa-ispiii-CK under seal, in travellm;! thnnuili I'm: other's uumiuioiis. 

1 Lingard. * Ingulphus, Gala, Saxon Chronicle. 

1 Ueiuiua and Tmma, Iinum and lane i>.m va-rious ro;v.li;i£s of the name Emma, 
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liar degree gifted with elegance and beautv; so that many fluttering epi- 
thets had buun bos'.ovyod on her — as "the Pearl," "the Flower," or "the 
Fair Maid" of Normandy. As she readily adopted the maimers of the 
English on her arrival, the became so mueh beloved In' them as to receive 
the popular surname of Elfgifa, the Elf or " Fairy Gift," .and is called in 
the Saxon Chronicle Emma Elfgiva: several of her female predecessors 
ainmig the queens-consort of England having, as has been before named, 
assumed this title, in honour of the wife of Edmund the Pious. 

Ethelred was much older than Emma, being about thirty-four years of 
age at t-lio time of his second marriage, ami in pome respr 
unsuited to win the affections of the young and lovely bride whom he had 
selected. The son of IM'ida, who had perhaps herself witnessed the 
second nuptials of Ethelred, or at least lived to counsel them, inherited 
Ins mother's beauty of person, with many of its accompany in a- vices. 
He is represented to have been "a tall, handsome man, elegant in man- 
ners, beautiful in countenance, and interesting in his deportment;" 1 yet 
Mtilsiiceijury characterises his personal appearance, sarcastically calling 
him "a fine decpuuj jig arc." Amongst other weaknesses, he was open 
to flattery, as is evident from file paironiigo lie afforded lu (".! uiirilangr the 
Scald, who, having sailed to London from Norway, presented himself tc 
the king with an heroic poem which he had composed on the royal 

The adulatory style of this composition, which the author sang be- 
fore the English Monarch, may be seen by the following lines : — 

"The soldiers of (tie Iiiiiji. and liis subjects, 
The powerful army of Eugland, 

Obey Ethelred, 
As if he was an angel of the beneficent. Deity." 

Ethelred, having listened to the poet, bestowed on him in return for his 
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by a request that he would return in the autumn. The Scald visited 
Ireland and sang : " the king there wished to give him two ships, but 
was told by his treasurer that poets had always clothes, or swords, or gold 
rings given them. Gunnlatigr accordingly had a present of fine garments 
and a geld ring." In the Orkneys he was rewarded with a silver axe. 

The Scalds were persons of some importance, and having much in 
their power, were generally well treated by those monarch.? who were 
anxious lor their good report. They were, says Laiog, a hind of " wan- 
dering scholars, natives generally of Iceland, 'and a class of more COnse- 
,|U"nce than mere amusement at a court could have made them." 2 They 
were, in fact, the recorders of events, and many of their songs, or sagas, 
are family annals. " They were frequently employed a.s messengers and 

wIjIpji some w.,y is identical with Amy, in Latin written Annua and I'liliqiiiine, 
in Greek it signifies a ..■i.a.i" (■«/■.«, or help-giver, ;,< the Saxons say. 
1 Turner, from Guunlaugr Saga. » Laiug's Norway. 
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ambassadors, who earned tlio tokens which monai'ohs or nobles exchanged 
with cadi other. These tokens wore not merely gifts, hut had a meaning 
known to the personages, and accredited the messenger." Such per- 
sonages were necessary at a time when rending and writing were rare 
accomplishments amongst princes. 

" The language of the Scalds seems to have been understood at the 
courts of all the branches of the Scandinr 
appears to have visited on easiness or p.e;; 
England, of Denmark, f 
any difficulty arising frc 
tions of individuals. 1 
the service of one mona: 

The sagas are extremely valuable, as the Scalds recorded the passing 
events of tiie time, and any falsehood or exaggeration would have been 
detected by eon temporaries. 

Ethelrcd had made the alliance with Normandy from policy, to gain 
aid against his formidable enemies, the Banes, who at that time were 
ineoipuriited among the llnglish, and led a careless and easy life, treating 
them as though they were their servants and drudges, while their wives 
and daughters' became slaves to their pleasure, whence they had even 
obtained the epithet of " Lord Danes." Great part, indeed, of England 
had a government according to Danelagh. All this had been brought 
about by the pusillanimity of Kthelred, who, instead of meeting bis foes 
in fair and open strife, had bought, off their lin-lj lilies by a yearly sum 
of money, known under the name of Dane-gelt, long the most odious tax 
felt in England. Every year these intruders became more dangerous and 
increasingly powerful, and by degrees settled in the very heart of bis 
dumiuions. Ethelred, therefore, in marrying Emma, whose mother (.1 mi- 
nora, was descended of an eminent Danish family, expected the alliance 
would be instrumental in obliging the Danes to ameliorate their conduct, 5 
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St. ISrioo's Day, secret letters were sunt by Ethclred to every city, com- 
manding tbo English at ;m appointed hour to destroy the Da mis' by lire 
and sword. 1 Neither age nor sex was spared— men, women, and children 
being mercilessly slaughtered; the Saxon females even falling on their 
helpless foes, unarmed, and on a day of festival, inuiiiiin«r with scythes 
and reaping-hooks those whom they could ne!. kill. Amongst those who 
perished was uuilda, sister of Sweyn, the Danish monarch, who liad been 
given as a hostage for the treaty of peace concluded between her brother 
and the peilidious MthelreJ. Having eu.braeed ( .hrisliauitv, and married 
l'aliin;;', a Saxon courtier, she had sealed in this country. This noble 
lady beheld her husband and children massacred before* her eyes: she 
herself was killed by strokes from a lance. In the agony of iier grief 
for the loved ones who were falling around her, her words to the Saxon 
murderers were, " God will punish you, and my brother will avenge my 
death." Her prophetic denunciation was fulfilled, for England not long 
after sunk I.enoalli the Danish yoke. 1 

Those who seek an excuse for such an act on the part of Etbelred, 
assert r.iiat he had cause to suapect the Danes of a plot to murder hiui 
and his Wh.au, and to seize upon i.he kingdom. This was (he pretext fur 
the atrocious action of which he was guilty, and which, instead of con- 
solidating liis power, annihilated the peace and seennr.v ei' the kingdom. 
At a moment when he had just formed an alliance with Km ma, descended 
of the same blood as the victims, the policy of tins massacre was singu- 
larly shortsighted. The young Queen's horror must have been extreme 
when she found that the solemnities and festivities of her marriage were 
thus converted into a seene of general bloodshed and mourning. The 
spirit of the rnlhless Elirida seems to have governed Etheired on this 
occasion; and perhaps Emma's indigua.ut: sorrows were cheeked by iiitn 
as violently as when his mother had beaten him "with waxen candles," 
when mourning over the murder of his own brother, Edward the Martvr, 
the victim of her ambition. 

There were other causes for trouble in the mind of Emma, who, though 
possessed of unrivalled beauty, had failed in securing the aPbeti'ius of tier 
husband. Erom the time of l.heir marriage, the King had neglected her 
company, and associated with unworthy favenrit.es, both male and female. 3 
Emma felt this deeply : she had been idolised by her own countrymen, and 
was be_oved by her new Saxon subjects. Young, lovely, learned, and 
highly accomplished, she felt, that, the treatment of Kthclred was so de- 
grading to her merit., that she resolved at length to return to Normandy. 
Roger of Wendover seems to infer faults on her side, as well as on that 
of her husband; but he acknowledges that " the King was so petulant 
to his wife," that ho would scarcely admit, her rn his intimacy ; and she, 
on her part, "proud of her high descent, and irritated against, him, 
blackened him in 110 small degree to her jalh'.r" '■ The Duke of Nor- 

1 lupin compares tlie Danish ncissacve 
Tim day selected tor it w:i< Sunday, too, 
uiLiinLLcd ami taking their bath. 

' i!.iv:i:iuS i.le i'Ya.nce el do l',\n;deten'c. 

' It should be Iter bioihn: 
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maEdy, on receiving the accouut sent by Emma of her ill-treatment, 

dor-patcln d messengers to fetch her back to her own country ; but, alarmed 
at the probable consequences. Edielrcd thought it bolter to reconcile Ins 
Queen, which having effected, the Norman ambassadors returned without 
her. From that time, however, the Duke exhibited much coldness to- 
wards Ethelrod, do nutlet being aware of the liollowness of the apparent 
reconciliation ; and when Ethelred sougbi bis assistance against the Danes, 
he could not obtain .attention to his request. 

The expectations that Emma's marriage would turn out very advanta- 
geous to England, therefore, filled altogether. The Normans, on the 
contrary, instead of procuring defenders for England, brought across the 
sea- "p'liKi-e-huliicrs" and ambitious men, craving money and dignities ; ' 
and this introduction of the Norman was the first link of a chain of 
events which led to the entire subversion of England, ami afforded ilii op- 
portunity for William of Normandy to lay claim to the throne, which he 
obtained by art and force of arms. 2 

Two persons had come over to England in the train of Emma, who 
wore destined to act a prominent, part, in lur eveuti'ul career, and had becD 
received with great honour by Ethelred. These were Hugh and Alwyn, 
both Normans by birth. The latter was of high rank, being a relative 
of the ducal family, and accordingly had escorvd the young Queen in the 
capacity of "counsellor ov guardian." 3 On his arrival he was made su- 
perintendent of the royal household, and created Ear! of Southampton. 
The courage and fidelity of Aiwyn were afterwards of great service to 
Etheired during his wars against the Danes ; and at a later period still 
his history becomes involved more particularly with that ol Queen Ultima-, 
to whoso fortunes he ever remained a firm and tried friend. Hugh, the 
other Norman attendant on the Queen, was, at her request, created Go- 
vernor of Exeter;' with the title of Earl of Devonshire. Emma herself 
was "Lady" of Exeter. He does not appear to have been equally 
faithful, to judge by the events which followed. 

In the year succeeding that of Emma's marriage and the Danish ^mas- 
sacre, lixoter was besieged by King Hweyn (a. d. bUOii) ; for that fithel- 
red had privately put to death all the Danes in the several cities of 
England, had reached the ears of the brother of tile injured Gunilda, who, 
at the head of a great navy, landed in Cornwall, burning with rage and 
indignation. Exeter bravely sustained u siege from the Danes tor the 
space of two months, but at the end of that time was finally taken " by 
the treachery of Hugh, its governor, the Queen's countryman." On the 
surrender of the city, Sweyn put all to fire and sword, and razed it to the 
ground, besides taking great plunder.' 

Turketil, at that period, describing the condition of the English to 
Sweyu. says, " a country illustrious and powerful ; a king asleep, sollci- 

' 'J'hiiiiTy'- Nuruiaii Conquest. 

s Holinshed. ' Milner. * Caradoc, Fabian, Saxon Chronicle. 

1 Exeter was afterwards restored by Canute, but appears to have been still 
attached to the Queens oi'En-'aiii.t ; for utter the Conquest, we find it holding out 
ajjiiinst William, imder Githa, the mother of Harold. 
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tous only about women and wine, and trembling at war; hated /,_'/ 7n's 
l>t:<rpt<-, and derided by strangers; generals envious 'if each other; and 
weak governors, ready to fly fit, t ho l.irsl shout of battle." ' Tt is said of 
Klfric, a >Suxou bishop of that time, that "lie considered the state of 
things so bud that bo believed doom's-day to be approaching, and the 
world ver)- near its end." ! 

About this time, Emniii was culled to bo present at a very affecting 
and rem; ika'alc score, peculiarly characteristic of the superstition of the 
times. The Queen had already become mother of one son by Ethelred, 
to whom the name of Alf'n d had been given, and she was a second time 
about to (five birth tea child, who afterwards wore the crown under the 
title of Edward the Confessor. The great rapidity and progress of the 
conquests ol the Danes, owing to the pusillanimous fmd tardy conduct of 
Ethelred, justly surnaiood "the Unready," from being never prepared to 
face [lis foes, caused a great, council to be held, to deliberate on the aflhirs 
of the kingdom, then nearly overrun by the enemy. On this occasion, 
Queen Emma was present; and Ethelred, being desirous of appointing a 
successor, roq lies ted (be opinion of the council. Some recommended 
Edtnond " Ironside," son of bis first Queen, so surnamed on aeeuunt of 
his bodily strength, while others gave the preference to Alfred, the son 
of Emma, still in bis infancy : yet-, it having been predicted by one of 
the assembly that the former shuuld enjoy but. a very short life, and that 
the latter should perish immaturely, the wishes of all concentred on the 
child of which the Queen was I lieu p.r. gnunt : and the KitiL', assenting !o 
tins election, the nubility tool; an oath of fealty to the unborn babe. 3 In 
the first compartment of the screen which adorns the chapel of King 
Howard the ('on lessor, at Westminster, this subject is represented. In 
this piece of sculpture Qnocn Ennna appears standing in the midst of a 
large assembly, with her left hand upon her waist. All the figures 
appear to h;ive the rijdit, urni extended upwards, as if in the act of swear- 
ing allegiance. 4 

Emma gave birth to her son Edward at. Tslip, Ju Oxfordshire, and the 
second compartment of the befure. men tinned screen in the chapel of St. 
Kdward represents the event, it is curious on account of its containing 
in scuipir.re the ancient form of a state-bed :'' in the back-ground arc two 
of the Queen's attendants with the infant prince in their arms. At a 
subsequent, period, Edward the Confessor received the town which had 
been the scene of his nativity, from his mother, Queen Emma, for his 
own maintenance ; and long after, when he came to the throne, he be- 
slowed thai place, among 01 her royal gifr.s, on the Abbey of Westminster, 
SO that it became the country ■ro-idence lbs*, ct' ihe abbots, and then of 

' Mnlmesbury : Kemblirs Faxons in Britain. » Turner. 

' Life of Edward the Confessor; Np:i1ii'« West mi aster Abbey. ' Ncale, 

■ A Led, of a very simple construction, is cxtiil.iii.pr] in Srnitl's Saxon AnliquL 
ties, plan: IS. (iff. '1. It seems ro be nothing jrioi-o tlnui a t'ah:k boarded batter.:; : 
tlio cove; in- is very lliin, and the nillow stiff nn.i hard ; in short, frnni the view 
of the whole together, case was but lii.tie considered. This (though so nidc in 
nnpor.riiiiei:;, being a royal bed, i- oiviatin-rih'ii with cnitains, which are fastened 
to tli e top, but they iiaii u'sli others thu; -lie with rings on an iron rod. 
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Hie deans of Westminster. In Edward's original charter, he speaks of 
it in terms thus translated : ' " Edward, king, greetclb VVlsy, bishop, and 
Gyrth, earl, and all my nobles in Oxfordshire. And I tell you that I 
have given tii Christ and St. Peter at Westminster, thil ?:nndl vi-Uui/a 
u-lte.re.in J vmh horn, by name Gtttist/kt'E, 2 and one hide at Mersie, scot- 
free and rent-free, with all the things which belong thereunto, in wood 
and field, in meadows and waters, with church and with the immunities 
of the church, as fully and as largely, and as free, as it stood in mine 
own hand ; and also as my mother Emma, upon my right of priniouenv- 
ture, for my maintenance, gave it me entire, aud bequeathed it to the 
family." 3 

Emma and her children bad been sent to the Tslc of Wight for safety, 
from Winchester, which was threatened with destruction by the advancing 
army of Sweyn ; Etholred hiniself remaining in London, in a state of 
inactivity and apprehension, neither daring to assemble or to 'cad an army 
against his enemies, " lest the nobles of iiis realm, who had been unjusUy 
treated by lorn, should desert him in the battle, and give him up to the 
vengeance of bis foes," Tormented by these distressing a^prohensbnis, 
the wretched King secretly withdraw from the city of London, and 
arriving at Southampton, crossed over to the fsle of Wight, whence he 
dispa'.ciiCil Queen Emma, with his two sous Alfred ami Edward, and their 
guardians Elfhun, Bishop of Durham, and Eifsey, Abbot of Peter- 
borough, into Normandy to Ih.ihe Richard her brother, who received thorn 
with honour and respect. Eadric, too, King Ethel red's kinsman, crossed 
oyer with the Qtieeu, and a hundred and forty soldiers, and resided wi'.li 
her two years, attending her with great state. They crossed the sea in 
the month of August. 1 The .Hishop of London also accompanied the 
Queen and her family as their protector. 5 The royal party carried with 

' Kenneths Parochial Antiquities. * Islip. 

J The King appears to have elaimed The power, not only of disposing of tile 
henciicc or foe after the death of the lemuil., but \i.*o of cnnl.rnldng i '■■.;; di'trilm- 
t.iun of his el.her possessions. Hence the vassal in liis wi!3 was a.lwai s an sums 10 
dbtiiin Uie confirmation of his superior, and io make provision for (lie payment 
of what w:is termed by lite Saxons (lie lierict. hv the Xoracins the rditf. Kl- 
pliel')!, niter leaving; liis heriot to the King, concludes his will in these words: — 
"And now [ beseech thee, ray beloved lord, thot my lost testament may stainl. 
and that thou Jo not. pencil It Io be annulled," 

The heriot was to be paid " within twelve months froio the death of the last 
possessor: mill was apnorrioocd to the lank winch :.o here in the State." [l.ia- 
gitrd, Sir [I. Idas, So.] The payment preserved the estate in hi? fandly. if he 
(iiu'l in! estate, or was remitted in ruse of liis fa I] in;: in battle in his lord's service. 
Ill the stormy season of Kl.holred's wirliin- iigahisl the llanos, Olol pcob;:hly with 
ft view to the future welfare of her children, in the event of her oiiitting Kogiaod 
for her brother's protection. I'hnniii adopted this j: re caution. The heriot. or he- 
ipiest, of Qnoen hdi'gifa. in 1012, we are told, was as follows : — "She left the 
Kiug six horses, six shields, s:< spears, one cup, two rings, worth one hnmhe-ii 
and twenty maiieuscs each, tied various lands." 

The word heriot signifies '■ habiliments of war." an 1 Canute was the first who 
established the com pol-ory heriot in England. 

' Kogcr of W end over, Fabian, linn. Higden. 

* "And the Km- sent liishop F/fhon. with the Ftheiings Edward and Alfred, 
over sea, that he might ha'-ai oharjc of them.''-— Ibger of IVendover. 
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them the treasures of Ethelred, either for security, or to obtain, through 
their medium, assistance from the Puke, in the recovery of their king- 
dom; 1 among other valuables, Queen Emma tools with her, "an incom- 
parable copy of the Oospels, such as had never before been seen in Nor- 
mandy," which she presented to the Church of St. Peter. 2 

Having obtained a favourable reception for herself? ami ascertained the 
friendly disposition of Lor relatives towards Ethelred, Queen Emma per- 
suaded her husband to throw himself on the hospitality of his Norman 
neighbours. Accordingly, >• when King Ethelred heard of the honour- 
able reception they had met with, ho followed himself in the month of 
January, and laid all his troubles before the noble Duke, who much com- 
passions! hi.- calamities, ami soothed his grief with words of consolation," '' 

Some authors relate that Ethelred, and Edmund " Ironside," secretly 
embarked at flic same time as the Queen, ami personally escorted her to 
the home of her youth. 5 The Saxon Chronicle, however, which calls 
Emma "the Lady," slates that, after her departure to Normandy, the 
King left the fleet" at mid-winter, and went to the Isle of Wight, "and 
was "there during that tide; and after that tide, he went over the sea to 
Kichard, and was there with libit until such times as Sweyn was dead." 
The same record places' Emma's visit to Normandy, in 1013. Ethelred 
was very splendidly entertained by liis generous brother-in-law. 

On the death of Sweyn, the people recalled Ethelred, although the 
fleet, and also the Danes, had elected Canute as his father's successor. 
Ethelred, with his usual to; yeo <?/;;.,./ to avail himself of fortune's favours, 
would not venture to England till his son Kdmund Ironside, whom he 
sent over to ascertain the disposition of the people, had returned, when 
having been informed that, "if he would make haste" all things w t -re 
favourable, be departed for England, with certain succours afforded by 
tl.e brother of Queen Emma. The people testified great joy at his re- 
turn, and Ethelred. on his part, swore now allegiance to them, and pro- 
mised to reform his administration. The return of Emma to England 
could not have been productive of much comfort to her at this time, when 
the greater part of the country was, as in the reign of Alfred the Great, 
overrun by the Danes. In spite of promises, hopes, and aspirations for 
belter thmgs, nothing seems to have prospered. 

_ i'amino, pestilence, and war, distinguished the unfortunate reign of 
Ethelred, and taxation burthened the people. The year of the King's 

1 Eehard. * Jumiegea. 

3 Rouen, the residence of the ducal fatuity, "to anciently called K-vH or Tiu- 
(Inhii]^ : whence the i-lnrls of NoiTimiuiy wee eicled Kudu j:Hur, tin; ficicn baiils, 
roc Ivirls of M'unniiriuy." During the period that Emma re;;!. led :il,™iL<l, with her 
onillicr, luisy, Abbot of Peterborough, ''who was there with her, went to the 
minster v.diioh is called Ueneval, where St. novontine's body lay. There found 
he a poor place, :i. fiour abbot, anil ponv monks: for tl.ev bud boon plniciei'ed. 
Tee., bmi^bt lie there, of the ii.bI.iol and of tiio monks, SI." Florentine's body, all 
oxccipt the heioi. for live hundred pound- : and then, when he mime home ugam, 
thou made be an olTericf; of it lo ChvisL and St. I'itt K r."— Sa'Jon Cliiouiolo, Milton, 
Lilian's Notes on Snorro. 

' Roger of Weudover. > Harding. « Which lay iu the Thames. 
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return was marked not, only by a renewal of the war, but by anotlii 
unlooked-for event. " On the eve of St. Michael's mass, came the gre; 



people. ' lint adversity, tuns poured lor:n in i'.ill measure nu ti e 
sovereign head, failed in its effect, and Ethelred was si.iii oppressne, 
weak, and irresolute ; thus, though at the head of a powerful army, be 
was unable to maintain his royal" right., ; ids son Edmund could no! even 
prevail on him to bead his troops in person, 'f h weak King, oven feigned 
illness, as an excuse for remaining in London, where be alone faneied 
himself to be secure. 

On his return, Ethelred had ordered the army, which lay at Green- 
wich, to be paid i!l,IJ()U;.,- and sent a general invitation to all who would 
enter his service. Many Hooked around him, and among the rest " canie, 
Kin- Olaf, with a great troop of Northmen, to his aid." Of this great 
leader, it is said that "ho bad in his ship 100 men armed in eoats of 
riugmail, ami in foreign helmets. The most of bis men bad white shield:-, 
on which the holy cross was gilt; but some had painted it in blue or 
red. He had also bad the cross painted in from, on all the helmets, in a 
pale colour, lie bad a white banner on whieh was a. serpent figured.' 
The dress of Olaf must have been costly, for mention is made of a present 
he received from Princess Ingegerd, of a long cloak of fine linen, richly 
embroidered with gold and with .silk points. 3 

One of the most interesting portions of national British history relating 
to tilis period, is contained in ^norm's Bea-K.iiigs of Norway, and as it 
gives a picture of the intestine discord of London at that time, and also 
of the city itself, it may not, be ill-timed to introduce it here. King 
Olaf and others, having joinul Ethelred, tbo Chronicle proceeds to sraie 
that " they steered first to London, and sailed into the Thames with their 
fleet; but the Danes bad a castle within. On the other side of the river 
is a great trading-place, winch is called Sw.k-uihi.* There tbe Danes 
raised a great work, du;; largo: iblches, and v.ii'iin had built a bulwark o: 
stone, timber, and turf, where they had stationed a strong army. King 
Ethelred ordered a groat assault; but the Danes defended themselves 
bravely, and King Ethelred could make nothing of it. Between the 
castle audi Southwark there was a bridge so broad that two wagons could 
pass eaeli other upou it." On the bridge were raised barricades, both 
towers .a.rul wooden parapets, in the direction of the river, which were 
nearly breast high, and under tbo bridge were piles driven into the bottom 
of the river. Now, when the attack was made, the troops stood on tbe 
bridge everywhere, and defeudeo themselves. King Ethelred was very 
anxious to get possession of the bridge, and he called together all the 
chiefs to consult iioiv Ihey should get tbe bridge broken down. Then 
said King Olaf, he would attempt to lay his fleet alongside of it, if tbo 

1 Anglo-Suson Chronicle. * Ibid., Siiorro. 

" Si/!:i-rii:iiitir ipjut:'.:' :.n huve been silk [i>s5e'.s or tic? mi the c'.Liiik of Inn; 'iiica 
(pelli), which was ceibruidcrcd ivii.ii gold.— I.aing's Nates on Snorro. 
' Or Scutbwark. 
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other ships would do the same. It was then determined in this council 

that they should lay thoir war fortes under the bridge; and each made 
himself ready with ships and men. 

"King Olaf ordered great platforms of floating wood to be tied to- 
gether with l\:i'/.<:\ bands, and fur this he took down old houses; and with 
these, as a roof, bo covered over his ships so widely, [.hat it reached over 
the ship.;' sides. Under this somen he set pillars, so high and stout that 
there both was room for swinging their swords, and the roofs were strong 
enough to withstand the stones east down upon them. Now when the 
fleet and men were ready, they rowed up along the river; but when they 
tame near the bridge, there were cast down upon them so many stone's 
and missile weapons, such as arrows and .spears, that neither helmet nor 
shield could withstand it; and the ships themselves were so greatly 
damaged, that many retreated out of it. "jiut King Olaf, and tin:: North- 
men's fleet with him, rowed quite up under the bridge, laid their cables 
around tlio piles whieh supported it, and then rowed off with all the ships 
as far as t.hcy could down the stream. The piles were thus shaken in 
bottom, and were loosened under the bridge. Now as the armed troops 
stood thick of men upon the bridge, and there were likewise many heaps 
of stones and other weapons upon it, and the piles under it beiu^r loosened 
and broken, the bridge- gave way, and a great nan, of the men upon it 
fell into the river, and all the others fled, some into the easl.Ie, some into 
Southward, Thereafter Southwark was stunned and taken. Now when 
the people in the castle saw that the river Thames was mastered, and 
that, they could not hinder the passegc of ships up into the country, they 
became alVaid, surrendered the tower, and took ilthelred io be their 'kirn-. 
So says Otta Swarte : — 

' London liviasre is broken down, — 
Gold is won, and bright renown, 
Shields resounding, 
War-horns sounding, 
Ilildar* shouting in the din! 
Arrows singing, 
Mail-eoa'.s ringing — 
Odin makes iniv thai' win ! ' 

" And he also composed these : 

Kinjr Ethelred lias found a friend; 
Bravo Olaf ivio Ins throne deleud — 

In bloody fight 

Maintain his right, 

Wi.u back his land 

With Wood- red hand, 
Ami Karaand '.- son upon liis throne replace — 
Edmund, the star of every royal raw! ' 
" Sigvat also relates as follows : — 

•At Lraidlir, Drill:;'!! sijiit Ohf g'lvc 
(Jain's lair t..i his war-men brave — 
'To win or die!' 
And their foemon fly; 

' The Scandinavian Bellona. 
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Some by the dyke-side refuge gain, 
Some in their luncs rai Souiliwark plain ! 

This sixth attack 

Brought victory back.' " 

Olaf passed that winter with Ethelred, to whom all the country far 
around was brought into subjection; but the Tbingmen' and the Danes 
held many castle, besides a jrront yurt of the conn try. Olaf was com- 
mander of the King's farces when they took Canterbury, where many 
were killed and the castle hurnt : this is reckoned bis eighth brittle : he 
was also entrusted with the whole land defence of England, according to 
the Chronicle of Soorro, and sailed round the coast wir.ii his skips of war. 
After another battle against the Danes at Newport., in the Isle of Wight, 
Olaf scoured the country, "taking scott of the people, and plundering 
where it was refused. So says Ottar : — 

'The English race could not resist thee, 

Wit.li money limn madesl them assist thee; 

Unsparingly thou juadest them pay 

A seott to thee in every way: 

Money, if money could be got — 

floods, cattle, household sear, it net. 

Thy gathered spoil, borne to the strand, 

Was the best, wealth oi' English land.' 

So that the friends of Ethelred were no more the friendra of the English 
people than his enemies, and a woful season was his reign for them all." 
Olaf remained in England for tliroe years. The country was in a most 
pitiable condition, and if men eould hardly feel themselves safe upon even 
a throne, how much more unprotected was the position of the other ses. 
It is hard to say what kind of court was that of Queen Emma at this 
trembled period of her life. With her young children forced from pho- 
to place, she still braved her fate with fortitude, and generously strove to 
animate the drooping spirits, of her too desponding Jiusband. It must 
have been to her a bitter and painful season, to behold the fierce strife 
maintained between the party of a husband such as Ethelred, and the 
countrymen of her mother, to whom site felt a preference; and had she 
been placed at the helm, probably the destiny of England had been very 
different to what it was. Ethelred's cowardice and extortions ruined his 
cause, and involved both himself and his family in ruin. There was, 
however, one of the sons of Ethelred whose bravery redeemed Lis father's 
character, though not his fortunes; and this was Edmund "Ironside," 
who comes inio notice in a remarkable transaction about this period. 
A. D. 1015. 

In those times of civil strife and warfare, the gilt ot female beauty was 
too often dangerous to its possessor, and many a high-born damsel and 
lofty princess was glad to enshrine herself from public gu/.e, in the quint 
and'' safe seclusion o[ a monastery, preferring rather to forsake the world, 

' Thingmen were hived juen-ai-arms, emijloyou at the l>ni,isli court as a body- 
pmrd far their snvereiaais. They formed bodies of shindine troops over levies 
of [.ensa.ntiy, and lo their sv.pcrie.riiy the victories of Swcyn are! Canute have 
been ascribed, — Laing's Notts oil ijimrro's Sea-Kings. 
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than to risk the dangers she would inevitably be exposed to on every side, 

whether Saxon or Danish. Such, though "frequently the case, was no: 
the reason of the beautiful Algiiiia having become the inmalc of the ; \bbey 
of Mabnesbury. Slio had been son: 'there as a pri.sjuer, bv order* of 
Etbelrcd. 

Algitha, a lady of noble parentage and great beauty, was the wife of 
.Sigclorth, a nobleman of Danish extraction, who enjoyed extensive terri- 
tories in Northumberland. The avaricious Kt.he.lred 'coveted these rich 
possessions, and for the purpose of seizing on the Earl's estates, resolved 
1.0 accomplish his deal.li. A coord in fly, ilie King eonvened a council at 
Oxford, A. J>. 1015, in which Sigefenh, and another noble l.lai.i.h lord, 
were accused of a eon-piracy by Edric Strcone, the King's favourite 
counsellor, (be assembly being composed of Danes as well as English ; 
yet was the motive of the King in the matter very evident. The unfor- 
tunate nobles were betrayed into confidence, and put to death in the 
Kings own chamber. Their servants were so exasperated, that they 
would have revenged their murder, bad they net been overpowered, and 
compelled to retreat to the Church of St. Krideswide, where they took 
refuge in the steeple, and defended themselves, until that being set on 
lire, they perished in the flames. 1 

On this melancholy occasion Algitha had been her husband's com- 
piiuiou to Oxford, and on bis death was seized and forcibly conveved to 
^lalmesbury under the royal mandate. The beauty of the widow of 
Higeferth was, however, so noted, and the nobleness of her disposition so 
well known, that Prince Edmund was induced, from curiosity to become 
acquainted with her, to feign business in the neighbourhood of Maimer 
bury. In an interview with Algitha he fell deeply in love, and resolved 
to make her his wife. The match, as might have been expected, was 
strongly opposed by Blhelred, the lady being in his own power, and her 
rich possessions under his control; but the "paternal prohibition did not 
deter ladmuud from carrying off and espousing the hi.dy of his choice, au 
event of greal importance to the aft.er-history of England. On his mar- 
riage, Edu-.nnd required his father to cede the territories of Sigeferth, in 
Northumberland, which amounted to the living of an earl. On the 
King's refusal, Edmund, without his authority, went into Northumber- 
land, where the fanners and tenants of Sijrefcrth's estate, wiilimrly 
received him as their lord, influenced by hi., union with Algitha, This 
event embittered the close of Ethelred's career. The Klng'survived his 
son's marriage scarcely twelve months, during which he not only beheld 
his eldest Sou and destined heir ibus rebel against him, but his enemies 
triumphant. After frequently feigning illness as one excuse among 
many to evade his foes, domestic trouble and vexation at, repeated losses 
caused the King to Call dangerously sick in earnest, and he died at the 
age of fifty, after a reign of thirty-seven years. His last remains were 
interred in St. Paul's, London, where they were seen by Speed before the 
destruction of the church, who says " his bones vet remain in the north 



a t,y Google 



EMMA. 407 

wall of the chancel, in a chest of grey marble, reared on four small 

pillars, find covered with a coped stone of the same." 

Ethelred had a numerous family: Edmund '■ Ironside" and Kdwy, 
with their three sisters, all born by this Kind's first, marriage, survived 
him; and Alfred, Edward, and Goda, the children of Emma. 

Popular consent, and the late King's will, accorded tin; crown to Ed- 
mund Ironside, who was accordingly crowned with the listed honours at 
St.. Paul's, tin; ceremony being performed by the Arc li bishop of York. 
Canute, notwithsia.nding', cause..! himself to be proclaimed at Southampton, 
and not long after besieged Edmund in London. 

Within the citvat this critical moment were Edmund and h:~ brotlior, 
tilts Queoii-l)owa:ier Emma, two bishops, and several distinguished liianes. 
An Jinny of 27 .Oil men and a fleet of o-IO sail bad been collected in the 
mouth of the Tbames. Canute found it easy to cut off the coinmii'ii ca- 
tion by land, but to prevent ingress and egress by water was mure dilh- 
cult. As the fortifications of the bridge impeded the navigation of the 
river, by dint of labour a channel was dug on the right bank. Through 
it iKh draped a considerable number of snips, and the .Northmen Locarno 
masters of" the Thames above as well as below the city. 1 While thus 
situated evcrv means was tried to gain over the besieged. Cnnu'.e oo- 
manded lhat~Edinund and Ids brother should be given up. ilia! hi, '..mil/, 
should be paid for the rasisom of the Queen, V2.QLW. for that o( the 
bishops, and that 300 hostages should bo given for the fidelity o: the 
citizens. If these terms were accepted, he would ta.be them under bi= 
protection; if they wore refused, the oily should bo abandoned In pih;;go 
and the (lames. 2 Put the brave Londoners held out, and the Panes were 
forced to retire. The royal brothers had escaped in a boat through^ the 
.Danish licet. Several encounters followed, and also a second siege of the 
city, which was relieved by Edmund, who entered Loudon in triumph. 
Tile war was. after a truce, terminated by a friendly compact, The two 
kings had agreed to meet, each other in single combat, in the isle oi Olucy, 
near (1 loaoester, where after a few blows the rival monarchs shook hands 

and agreed to divide the kingdom, Canute receiving from Edmund the 

northern had' of England. 5 

On the death of Ethelred Queen Emma had recalled King Olaf te 
England to assist her against, Canute, but on a peace concluded between 
Edmund and ibe Danish monarch, Olaf soon withdrew, and was created 
King of Norway by the voice of the people. Queen Emma a. so, who 
was stepmother of "Ironside," lied for the second time into Normandy, 
taking with her the young princes Alfred and Kdward. 1 

The Danish chronicler" says that the murder of Edmund tool; place 
about a month after his agreement with Canute, who thus became master 
of the remaining half of the island, and took care to render permanent a 
power he had obtained ov.lv by repeated efforts. 

Olaf, after the battle of London. Pridge, spout two summers and a win- 
ter in France, and after the death of King Edmund in 1016 came to 
1 Chronicles of Loudon Bridge. a Holinshed. 

' Lingard. ' Turner, Gaillard. 
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Rouen where he met lb, sons of Efholred, and entered into ,n engage- 

i:"' 1 ' j'-,"" """• ,'» following J0i.r in lie recovery „f ileir kingdom, 
lor wliel It ,»l, 1, retarded with Ner linml. rl.mi if ,i,c enleipri.e 

""l ■ '""•"'• ' '';, ••'"""•' "•« attempted, let was a l.,i!,„,. re i t.lo 

.~" »™"»»r*l'«l » return lo Koueo. Here is „„ Joel, ,1,,, 
J. nine, not omy sauCoood loose rife Is made by lor son, to roeolei tlioir 
i.^rt lot ,l,o at '--' ■' - " ■ • 



■t tie Ideald writes thu, 



te power. 



"Now el the eons el Etlelred 
Were eitler fallen or had fled ; 
Seme elain by Canute, — eome, they aey, 

To save their lives had run away." 

Canute rightly deemed an elliunee with thei, mother hemelf would 

Intel normally alonoo lie tolore claim, of Ktlielre.d'e. heirs Hi, „„„ 
w.fo was jo.t dead, end to determined to oiler li„„„lf t„ ,,]„ widow of 
l.oe.red. ,\, lenooe we, of Danish descent l,c supposed ,lo would 
naturally prefer e Dene to .„ Anglo-Suxon fo, u husband, end he desired 
'" seeuro tie a lam,! 01 ,0c Unite in lis own favour, who had up to this 
not leirionoed tic sons of li, „,,„, ,l„ Q„,,,,„ „f Cogiaml. T f e 
I iinee- luv.ng he.rd of the d.atl el Edmond, ami Canute's ernel, to 

" ' J :.""'e "'"■""' ','» ""' "' <>" Ki»s! lad resolved lo r, teaiu el. 

l»e court ol Normandy; hut Rtclard lad til,] out a fleet in -up,, el of 
hem claim*. However, Canute de,„,ioi,ed li, emtassv lo tie Xwman 
Dime JI,,„ ,,.,, ,.., „u„ rielt royal gift, and earned supplications, pro- 
eeeoed lo ,h„ ( „„,,, „, H,c|,ard, will, inslvuetiona to demand Emm, of 
I' r oio. .,„, ami ,t ||,e some time to oiler one of Canute's own sister, 
named Estrech, or Estritla,' to the Duke. 2 ' 

It oocasioued great wonder among many persons that Emma should 
agree lo mart, lie mortal enemy of Iter l,,,t hnatand and ol' lot ,„, 
sou,. Not long colore, Canute loniself had besigod lomlou w':",. I'meit 

was witlm tt, wall,, ami new ,le accorded liim lot land in oeivr'a 

yet net only did lie Duke, her brother, consent, Int. took I'.v li, lr ,n 
wile tee ieoiy Ivsivd.la. Some writers estimate Emma's conduct iu this 
losu.uee .i, very polite, lit not only del she insure tie succession to lee 
own children, to edee'tialy siloooed tic Danes. Had Emma toon in If. 
even,, to tie Intuit wclteec of lor sons Alfred and Edward. ,le would 
lent' Brought noon ever will lee to England; but lor anxiety for their 
redely coined lot to prevent Heir leavitie tie Notnum eonrt; toe sim 
dreaded the jealousy of (Jt.it.tUv, which lad been excited by the vain 
eoocavout, el I oho ILolani to phnv tlose priuees on tint tlro'oo of licit 
aoooslots; eodod to tl„. l„lwy, l,o,le, „(' Edmund, leul fallen a victim, 
auo the young ,on, el fremido lad Icon soot to a. fuodon land 

By tie agteeioent made witl Canute, Emma did not lake away her 
sen , right, out removed if to a greater diataeoc try mtornosnm lay own 
issue ley 1. .mule; so tine after tin, dtatl of ,lm „.,„pe, Harold Barefoot, 
ll.n.n. onle ,„ceee,lod a, rightful heir by virtue of Emma', , ,,,,„„ 
a mi leing established on tie t hrooe, ordained li, broiler Edward his sue' 
' Sceaetimee written Ostrich. = Lingard. " 
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cessor. By Emma's no] icy the Danes wore thus wholly excluded, arid 
the English line rcstort:.:], through a match benciieial both to herself ;iiiil 
her family. In making this alliance she would appear to have acted an 
guardian of the young princes, and In have considered expediency with a 
view to the uli.miiii.tj result.. Such is the view ta&en in the work entitled 
'-Encomium Kiniuro," which was written by a monk contemporary with 
Emma, and as the title imports, in conmieiidai.ion of the Norman I'riueess. 

The two marriages of Emma to l.'amite, andtif Canute's sister, Estreth, 
to Duke Iliehai'tl, were solemnized at the same time (in the month of 
July, 1018), ' with vast magnificence. The two years of Emma's widow- 
hood must Lave about expired when she became a second time a bride ; 
for Edmund's reign bad lasted eighteen months, and a few months had 
elapsed after the accession of Canute before the ceremony took place. 
According to J'umieges, Emma was married to Canute " Obristiano more/' 
in the Christian form, so that, prior to that marriage, lie appears to have 
been a Pagan following the Danish rites. That this was really the ease 
appears from Orderious Yitalis. one of (.be most accurate and valuable of 
the Norman historians. We know that. Emma was a Christian herself, 
and from Orderious learn that " Canute was made a Christian, and married 
Emma to preserve: peace." The ceremony seems to have (a.';en place at 
London a few days after her arrival, and on the occasion the Danish King, 
fearing she would be carried away by the Saxon soldiery, presented to the 
whole army " Iter weight in gold and stiver."' Jjy this marriage Canute 
gained the alliance of Duke Richard, though for a short time only, for 
he did not long survive his union with Estritha, and at the death of this 
prince his duchy devolved on his eldest son, who died in anoiher year, 
eliiidless, aod after him to Robert, his brother, a man of valour and 
abilities. 

The English were pleased to 1ii.fl at court a sovereign to whom they 
were aceusi.nmeti ; they greatly loved Emma, and as the widow of Ethel- 
red she had naturally a claim upon litem. Harding writes ;— 

" Kyng Knowt reigned in Enghld the anon, 
And wedded had Queen Eme of England, 
Ethelrede wife, whiuh. gate him loue anon 

In Jhiglaiide of all the estates of the londe, 
Of coimajs al:i thai wuco bie.h IVe anil bonde." 

"Acting as mediatrix between Canute ami the English nation, Emma 

counselled her husband to send back bis fleet 3 and bis stipendiary soldiers 

1 Turner, Gaillard, lligden, Fabian, Roger of Wcndover. * Jomieges. 

1 In dismissing the Duoish army ami navy i)y reeuest of his Queen, the King 
reserve. 1 fur hi* own use forty vessels only, ilm men' or Thi'igiauiiCn of which 

were intended for his body ginud. lid vthe l.-VjuucabUt is thought to have kept his 

foes at a distance liy the display ui' a liner, of 8,:i0u' vessels, v-lihii cindi siuumur 
he employed 10 sail round the (irevirnjes lie ruled. Before (janot.es time the 
llanes Kail imeu liar'jmis with twelve oars: they a ft ere' aids enlarged these so 
that they contained more than lOil men. Canute's shins were covered over with 
gold ami silver. They had one met on the top of which was it gilt vane, exhi- 
biting setae iiird, to show whieh way the wind blew. Sometime:: n rami, a iish, 
■a dragon, or alien ornamented the stern of the vessel.— William of .Ma.mcsbury. 

35 
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to tbeir own country. 1 Accordingly aft,:!' distributing among them 
82,000 pounds of silver, he dismissed t-liem to their native: laud."* This 
was ar. iinpi-iritii-jt concession, and betokened how great was the inlhieuce 
the Qui/iii) liLi'.l already obtained over llie heart of Canute. 

The King of Norway and Denmark from the earliest period kept a 
"herd" or "court." " The herd men were paid men-at-arms," who 
mounted guard at stilted hours, posted sentries round tin; King's (pinners, 
and had patrols on horseback, night and day. at some distance, to bring 
notice of any hostile advance. They were of two classes, udal-bnm to 
land, and ca'l. J tiiingnien, from liieii' beiiiir privileged l.o sit in Tliim/f at 
home, arid those of a commoner class, not udul-born to land, and thcro- 
fire unqualified, such as ordinary seaman, soldiers, mid follower?, but yet 
not of the class called slaves in England. The victories of Canute and 
his father are chiefly ascribed ,: lo the suiieriority of the hired bands of 
thingincu in tbeir pay. Tiie massacre of the llanos in 1002, by K thri- 
ved, appears to have been of the regular bands of thiiigmcn, who were 
quartered in the towns, and who wore attacked while unarmed and attend- 
ing a church festival. The herdiuen appear not only to have been dis- 
ciplined and paid troops, but to have been clothed uniformly. . Red was 
always the national colour of (.lie Northmen, and continues still in Den- 
mark and England the distinctive colour of their military dress. It. was 
so of the hord'men and people of distinction in Norway, as appears from 
several parts of the Sagas, in the eleventh century." 9 

Thedressesoft.be Dauioli kings were grand and magnificent, though 
not much unlike those of the Saxons, embroidered and worked with broad 
gold trimming. They had either a cloak or a robe, also resembling the 
Saxons, sometimes buckled over the right shoulder, and hanging on the 
left, and sometimes buckling on (lie middle of the breast; tbo cloak bung 
over the left shoulder of the King, willna.it being buckled on the riuht at 
all, by way of distinction. They wore shoes, and also a kind of buskin, 
the toe of which was turned soinewhai downward. 

As early as the time of Edgar, the Danes who had settled in England 
were great beaux, constantly combing tbeir hair, of which they were vcry 

Canute himself is described as " large in stature and very powerful, 
fair, ami distinguished for his beauty; iiis nose was thin, prominent and 
aquiline ; his hair was profuse, his eyes bright and fierce." s His many 

' The presence of the Danish army was a ooDstftnt Bonroa of uneasiness and 

animosity t.i ilm Krijflislt : but gratitude as null as policy forbade Canute to dis- 
miss it without a liberal itfiii.if.iou,— Lingard. 

1 Roger of Wend over, Turner. 

1 Laing; Preliminary Disscrtatif.u fo Swro, ("Uiron. of the Kings of Norway. 

< "The Danish moreen ieries in Knjboid ooinbrd their hair once a day, bathed 
one: a. week. :iml chunked their clothes freeuently. A yoiini; w::ri'i.ir.' jroing to 
be belie:i;icd, beji^ut .it li is? executioner that lbs hair lo'.nlit act bo tonehed i.iy a 
slave, or stained ivilii his blood; Had llaeoH, snriiauied iiartajvor, or • I'air Locks,' 
made, a vow to hia mistress to erir'eet his line hair until be baa ijoiapleted [lie 
conquest of Norway to gain her luve." — Lingard. 
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great nii'l good qualities obtained fir him various surnames, such as the 
Brave, the Great, the Rich, and the Pious. 1 

The Danish manners anil customs had born common in I'.ngbnd long 
before, so that a Danish court would not occasion much astonishment 
among the Anglo-Saxons. Among the Danes themselves some court 
ceremonies, unknown bofnre. bad ;j.:e:i introduced by Ohu Kyrre, or " the 
Quiet." " For each guest at ihe royal table lie appointed a forohbearer, 
to hold a caudle. The butler stood in front of the King's table to fill the 
cups, which, we are toid, before his time wen.' of deer's horn. The court- 
marshal had a table opposite to the King's, for entertaining guests of in- 
ferior dignity. The drinking was either by measure or without, measure ; 
that is, in each horn or eup there was a, perpendicular row of studs at 
c '" j 1 1 : j 1 distances, and each goest, when the cup or horn was passed to him, 
drank down to the stud or mark below. At night, and on particular 
oooa~:ons, tils.' drinking was without measure, each taking what lie pleased : 
and to he drunk at ni^hi appears to have been common even for the 
kings. Such cups, with studs, are still preserved in museums, and in 
families on the Borders.* 

"The kings appear to have wanted no external ceremonial belonging 
to (heir dignity : they were addressed in firms, still preserved in the 
northern languages, of peculiar respect ; their personal attendants were 
of the Jiiglic.it people, and were considered as holding places of great 
honour. Earl Magnus, the saint, was in his youth, one of those who 
carried in the dishes to the royal table; and torch-bearers, herdmon, 
and all who belonged to the court., were in great consideration; and it 
appears to have been held of importance and of great advantage to be 
enrolled among the king's hcrdmen." 3 

There were many sorts of amusements in the Daue-F.nglish. court: 
chess and dice are named among the rest. Bishop Ki.nern coming to Ca- 
nute the t.ireat. ahou t. midnight, upon urgent harness, found the king and 
his courtiers engaged at play, some at dice and others at chess.' 1 Thick - 

1 Turner. 
5 Until a few y 
family of the snm 

uied : uiii of a non 

"Kynge Knowd gove Wyilyam Pewse 
Hys Hum tii luilile Ijy ilic Loude." 
This curious reLie of i'.::ti;pii;y is of a ehirl; ljroivu iortnisi'-s'ii:!! co'nur, mounted at 
each end with riiars uf si'ver, :in:.i a tliird round ilu' middle, mi which the inscrip- 
tinii is written in ehcracters of mueli lulur dull: than those of tlie time of Canio.e. 
The horn is of an os or buffalo ; two feet are lkr.fl to the middle rin;;, and tho 
stopper is snapped like a dog's head. The lon-nli of the horn is two feet and 
licit" ilu inch ; its greatest, cireoml'urcuce one foot. The person to whom tin: iiotai 
was originally given is said, hy tradition, to jicve been an officer in Canute's 
army, who had informed li's sovereign of an andm-cinle formed hy the Snxou-i to 
intercept him, and received the manor in reward for iiis intelligence. — Br it ton 
and Bray ley. 

This interesting heirloom was pvodaeod at the recent eneivei-arv of Alfveil's 
birth. 

: Introductory Dissertation on Snorro, Laing. ' Turner. 
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gam m nn is reported to have been invented about this period in Wales, 
and derives Irs name from Imi-'/i ( little) and atmm/m f battle). 

Canute patronised men of literary merit, being liberal to the clergy 
and the Healds : of the latter class the names and verses of many have 
been preserved, who lire quota! by S-uorro. Ari amusing anecdote is on 
record nf Thorarin, who had maun a short poem on Canute, and went to 
recite it in his presence. (In approaching the throne, lie received a salute, 
and respectfully inquired if lie might repeat, what he hail emu posed. The 
king was at table at the dose of a repast; but a crowd of petitioners 
were occupying their sovereign's ear by a statement of their grievances. 
The impiit.ienl. peel may have thought them unusually loenuicious ; he bore 
the tedious rpiorulousness of iiijnry with less patience loan the King, and 
at last, presuming en his general favour willi the great, exclaimed, ' Let 
me reepiest again, Sire, that you would listen to my song; it will not 
tonsu nio touch of your time, fur it is very short.' The kiiiL', :m;_'ry at t.iie 
petulant urgency of the salutation, answered with a, stern look, 'Are you 
not ashamed to do what none lint, yourself has dared, to write a short 
poem upon me ! Unless liy to-morrow's dinner you produce above thirty 
strophes, on the same subject, your head shall pay the penalty.' The 
poet rclired, not with alarm, for his genius disdained that, bill with some 
mortiiii'Jiliou at the public rebuke, lie invoked the Scandinavian muses, 
his mind became fluent, verses crowded on it; and before the abutted 
time, he stood before the king with the o.vuetcd poem, and received fifty 
marks of pure silver as his reward." ' 

The beautiful manuscripts of the Anglo-Saxons have already been 
alluded to. Eosbrooke assigns two motives for the extraordinary pains 
taken in their illustrations : "one thai, perusal might be thus invited, (lie 
other that they might be presents of value. Ervenius, an Anglo-Saxon, 
was very skilful in writing and illumination, lie committed two books, 
the Sacramental and the I'salter, in which be had decorated the principal 
letters with gold, to the care of Wulstan when a boy. Admiration of 
the workmanship invited Wulstan to a studious perusal, hint, Ervenius 
consulting the advantage of die age, as idlirmed, with the hope of creator 
reward, presented toe Sacramental to Canute, and the Psalter to Emma, 
his Queen." ! 

One of the royal residences 3 of Canute and Emma., was a bouse or 
palace in "Westminster, which was burnt down in the reign of the Con- 
fessor,' but their principal abode was the palace, which at that time ad- 
joined St. i 'mil's, and Canute endowed the office of its Ilean with the 
plot of ground eon ti goons to the Cathedral, uow called the l.leancry, and 
also a valuable estate at Chadwell. The eh ron icier Knyghton relates that 
it was in the gardens of this city-palace, declining, with a gentle slope, 

1 Turner's Anglo-Saion. " British MonaohiBm. 

' Rcibv Castle, the seat of the Ear! of Darlington, about a mile to the north of 
St:uiii.lri-i|i. 1- supposed to occupy the site ol' a furtuer mail si on of fan etc., jsiven 
by bun to Tin? Ciiun-li nf Stimuli-op. It stands on an eminence, l'uuniieti on a 
rock, and is -iiiToiijiiled Willi !■. parapet nun (:]ilbl , ::-!UV.I wall, 1l;;;o;.C<;: villi a deep 
t'usse. — J 1 uiehinaon. 

' Fenn'e Letters. 
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towards the hanks of the river, that the well-known incident occurred nf 
tlifl king's reproof to his impious situl scarcely haif-IJhristiautwd courtiers. 
But MiTner considers this to be a mistake, and says that ii.udborne, who 
(jiiol.es more an dent authors, places Ibis scene near the ancient fciouth- 
n.mptou, now the port of Nortbani.' The identical spot where the trans- 
action took place, is still pointed out at Bittern, in North am harbour, by 
the tradition of the inhabitants: the legend though well-known, is here 
given. " King Canute having walked one day to the sea-shorn, a'tended 
by a train of courtiers, sonic sycophants began to address him in the 
courtly language of adulation, exalted bis dominion, and prouoy.noed him 
the most powerful and most happy of human beings ; nay, they even had 
the boldness to add :— ' Sire ! nothing can resist you, nothing is impos- 
sible to your greatness.' 

"Canute, disgusted with this fulsome flattery, ordered a chair to be 
brought, which he placed on the beach at low water. He then seated 
hims'elf'aml exclaimed,— ' Sea, thou art mine! and these sands acknow- 
ledge my sovereignty. I charge thee, therefore, rise no farther, nor 
presume to wet the feet of thy master.' The waves, however, obeying 
no laws but those of the Almighty, pursued their course, arid dashed 
against the King, upon which he rose from his chair, exclaiming, 'Let 
all the inhabitants of the earth know, that the power of man is vain and 
contemptible, and that Tie only is a monarch at whose nod the heavens, 
the earth, and the sea, arc ever obedient.' " 3 

This reproof sufficiently disconcerted the parasites, hut Canute embrn.ocd 
another and more solemn occasion to acknowledge bis sincere submission 
to the Almighty God, his Lord and Sovereign : he deposited the golden 
crown wbicli be had boon accustomed to wear, in the church at Win- 
chester, and never afterwards placed it on his own head. 

There yet exist coins of this King, 3 which were struck at Dublin, 

' Milker's Hist- of Winchester. '' Great ami tiooil Deeds of the .Danes. 

' While this work ia going throuch the press the ncv so sixers ef the day describe 
the fmaiu- by wor'iiuoii of no lets than fine liruiflreil and tweuly coins c( Canute 
ami soiDc^.f his preilcocs-ovs. in a perfect state ef preservation, sit. Wedmorc. in 
Somersetshire. The Labourers who found the esirthcu vessel in which they were 
coiit.;iined. iron d ; L'eine for -jriivel in tin: churchyard. 

" No kin;;," says (joujdi. in Ids Catalogue, " ever coined in so niiinv places as 
Canute." He mentions no less- than thirty-seven. 

A .Danish nioilsdist has ubso-ved that mi coin? of Canute are to he met with of 
:iav other than English mints: notwitlisisuuliug lie reigned two irsir> l'.nger us his 
own countrv tlian over Englsiml. which lie governed nineteen years. This ...Hscrvsi.- 
tion seems to bceonfn'me I by die discovery uf some of lliis Prince's ooi-.-ve- im-vlMs 
minlaiie. with others of (jur Kin-' Krhelred, iu a burrow in Trclnini, moutione'l by 
Cihus'Woniiius. llngbmd misdil he his favourite residence. ;>s he iisn.l made it so 
cosi -blend do slu accession to his paternal territory by eoiii]i!icl am! s.uece-su:ui : 
ami he affected to court the -cod "ill of his new subjects, by tubing the title of 
" Rex Angloiauii," and sinking Ids ether title. 

Keiier has noted four varieties of this Prince's coins. 

The first exhibits his bust in armour, with a he'uaei or diadem ; in his left hand 
the sceptre, surmounted by a. lily. The cross is a qua trefoil, with pellets at the 
corners, or with another kind of cross laid upon it. 

2. The bust has the diadem or -centre, v.liu:h e:i some is surieouut.ed by four 
pellets in form of :i cross. The cross issues from a circle in the centre. 

35* 
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probably in acknowledgment of liis power by the Pan is! i settlors in in at 
country. The portraits of Canute, and Emma, were prefixed to a Saxnrj 
MS. regbier of Hyde Abbey, written during that m una roll's reign. This 
iiriuc-juc- and valuable document is now in the possession of Thomas Astoll, 
Esq., by whose permission portraits alluded l.o wore copied by Mr. Strutt 
for his work on Saxon Antiquities. 1 

Canute has boon celebrated for his justice and equity, arid doubtless 
his religious feelings, which prompted both, may be really attributed to 
the influence of Emma. 

The following letter, written from Rome, attests the beneficial influence 
of awakened piety over the heart of the King. He wrote in these terms 
to some of ibe great men of his kingdom : — " "Be it. known to you that I 
have, humbly made a vow to Almighty God, to conduct myself hereafter, 
as shall become me; to govern my kingdom as a religious and just mon- 
arch, and to distribute equal justice among my subjects. 1 have prepared 
to correct whatever errors I may have been led into by the impeluosity 
ol youth or want of reflection, I ibercibre desire and command my coun- 
sel low, to whom the affairs of the kingdom are entrusted, on no pretence 
tobc guilty in themselves, or suffer others to be guilty of any acts of 
injustice, eilhcr through tear of me, or with a view to favour any person 
high in power. The laws shall he equally distributed anions my nobles 
and my commoners. Let him beware who cither values my friendship or 
bis own welfare." 2 

Canute and Emma are =aid to have, for several years, regularly attended 
together the Festival of the Purification. Emma, was a. great, benefactress 
to the Saxon church, a.m! the extraordinary liberality displayed by Canute 
towards the Abbeys of Winchester, Ramsey, and Illy, is to be'ascribed 
to the interest Emma exerted in their favour; in especial Ramsey was 
beloved by the Queen, and received many splendid gifts from Canute on 
that account. The King and Queen, say the chroniclers, visited Croy- 
latld and Ely in person, and piously oftbred Ibeir regal donations. On 
Croyhiud, besides other and more valuable presents, the King bestowed 
"twelve beautiful white bears' skins, for the altars on festival 'days," and 
also a "vestment of silk embroidered with eagles of gold." These rich 
gifts were as rare as costly, for though the skin of the brown bear waa 
then common in England, the white w;is scarce and uncommon. 

Queen Emma's offering to the monks of Ely is worthy of remark, as 
showing bow excellent the art of needlework was in her time, and how 
she excelled in embroidery, " and with her own hands wrought a beautiful 

3. The tiuBt in a qiiatrrfe.il, wit], a crown of fleurs-de-lis ; the cross terminating 
in crescents, in a quat.ro toil. v.ath throe pellets on the points. 

4. The bait weanog a hisdi pointed cup or helmet; the sceptre surmounted 
with three pellets. The cross in a circle, in the singles four rincs c:i,Oosm^ 

A fifth sort has an arm to the bunt, 

A sixth has the bust littnioreit in n, quatreiiiil. ~ rOataloircie of the Coins of 
Canute, by Richard Cough.] ' 

1 Plate 28. Strutt'a Saxon Antiquities. 
" Great and Good Deeds of the Danes. 
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ullar-clolh," which she presented to the priests. This costly piece of 

ornamental industry is thus described : — " it. was of a green colour, and 

beautified with plat* 

along the altar, it si 

comers with rich gold ornaments, wind) reached f.o [.lie ground." 1 These 

gold ornaments were of a kind of gold thread and bullion-work termed 

" orfraya." 

Canute liberally endowed St. Switliin's Abbey, Winchester: besides 
other rich jewels, the King bestowed on it a cross worth as much as the 
revenue of Hrifrliiinl amounted to in one year. 2 linger, of Wcndover, 
relates that " Canute decorated the Old Minster, Winchester, with such 
mag>dtic:oicc thai, ihe mind? of strangers were confounded lit the s'ght of 
the geld and silver and the splendour of the jewels. This too, was done 
at the instigation of Queen Emma, whose profuse liberality consumed 
whole [.roast. vies on such objects" Cpon the deslruetiiin of monasteries 
many of the costly presents of Canute ami Emma to the church must- 
have been rifled and east, into the melting-pot, for the mere value of the 
metals of whioh they were composed. 

A pall is named, as presented by the King and Qoocn, probably of her 
work, to Glastonbury "of various colours woven with the figures of pea- 
cocks." This was on the occasion of the visit to the tomb of Edmund 
Ironside, whom Canute was accustomed to Style " his brother." A rich 
cloth, embroidered with "apples of gold and pearls,'' was given at tile 
same time the charter was grunted to the Abbey of St. Edmuns- 
bury, in signing which Emma wriies "Ego Alfgil'a i',i.';.;ina," and the 
King mum.-.-, her as '■ Myne Qoeen Cllgii'a," who. Im s.iys, gave lie: ehuvch 
a revenue of "four thousand Ivds, in Lakinguithe." 5 

It was on the occasion of Canute's visit to VAy, accompanied by Queen 
Emma and the nobles of the court, when they were gilding along the 
river in their barge, that the King himself composed that iir.de ii-axou 
ballad of which, unfortunately, one smeli"; ^anza alone has boon preserved. 
As ;he royal party approve iied l.iie ehorch the monks were at their devo- 
tions, and the sweetness of their melody was so attractive to the King, 
that he ordered his reivers to pause near the spot whence (be sounds pro- 
ceeded, aini to move gently while he listened to the harmony of the voices 
which came Healing from the stimuli:, el' the high rock before him. So 
great was his delight thai it. broke forth in the following poem. 

"Meric sunken tin; [loincc/^s airmen Illy, 
Tift Onut clung reuther by : 

Itoweth unites liter the Iana, 
And here we thes muneches suing. 

; [tcscmbiiiiLT il short silk (sueh as is frequently seen in early miniatures) ; 
Gale, vol, ii„ p. 50a. 

- Ilowpl. 

' Fisheries were one of (lie sources (if rent noticed in the Domesday Survey, 
where trie orodeee in hunt is mcmioneil, it seeing eliiefly to Lave consisted in 
eels, liioi'inj;s, and salmons; smnutiisies they were paiii by Sititciies or slicks, 
ouch stick liiivinj; Twenty -five. This was commonly the ease iu puiauent from 
mills. —Sir II. Ellis. 
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"Merry sang the monks in Ely 
When King Canute Bailed by: 

lifjif, lunehti. near the land, 
Ami let uh near the monks' suii£." 

Probably Canute sang these Jinos to some musical instrument, like (lie 
minslrcls.' It. is much to be regretted that the rest is lost. It has boon 
thought tliiit ('lis poem !s not so early as tin; time of Ounute, and Lap- 
peuberg's learned editor, TV Thorpe-, considers it no older than tho thir- 
teenth century. However this may bo, as regards the language of the 
songs as handed down to us, there is no reason to doubt that the King 
might actually liave composed sueh u poem, if indeed it did not proceed 
from the cultivalod mind of Queen Emma herself, which is by no means 
impossible. Wheu tljebarburoitsdecusoflhe personages ofiln.se times are 
cons:uere..l, it is a fact which creates extreme .surprise that (lie ideas 
expressed in ballads and poems by the minstrels of that very period 
should be so full of delicacy and relined feeling. Tn the sagas there is 
an oecasional gentleness and tenderness, where love and beauty are the 
themes, which Contrast singularly with iho records ';f burning, shyitiir, 
and outrages of ad kinds perpetrated by the hemes. The charms of 
nature and the beauties of sooner)' appear to be fully appreciated by the 
" barbarians." who, if they acted like savages in some respects, seem to 
have the less excuse, as their songs prove, that though dtey '■ pursued 
the wrong," they knew "the right." 

The skill, so insisted on in all accounts of presents made to She church, 
both in the arts of needlework and in the chasing and carving of 
metals, ca.nnol. be denied them ; and that they understood the degrees of 
perihelion to which such arts might attain, is shown by their earliest tra- 
ditions. 1'or instance, the sacred histories of the ^oamlinavians relate 
the marvels wrought by Vauiund the Forger, the Vulcan of the North. 
Tbe Icelandic H.iga thus describes his skill : " Taulund was so renowned 
throughout, the north that hy one consent all the smiths aeknnw lodged 
him their superior. To denote the excellent property of any forged 
weapon it was usual to say the artist must have been a Vanlund. A 
rivalry having ensued between him and King Xigundur's former smith, 
it was agreed that, Vauiund should forge a sword, and his rival a helm, 
which the latter was to put on, and if it were found proof against tbe 
sword, Vaulund's head should be forfeited. Accordingly the King's 
former smith put on the helm, and sitting on a bench, bid Vauiund, in 
defiance, use all his strength. The latter, who stood behind him, then 
raised bis arm, and, at a single stroke clove the 
down to the girdle; and f 
smith that he h 



' The ancient musical initrmmuitH wevu tac visit:, tins flute, the. pine, the harp, 
and the ,-uttr. This last, a species of hiu-p, occur, in chancer and all our early 
pacts. The vide was not the instrument doit ended hy that, nam ft, hut shaped 
like a Jhl.lle, ami played with a bow. The early music v/u* written with square 
notes, riLUire.l on lour lines; the iif'Ui v.us not iiitroduoe.l till late in the reign of 
St. Loiria. — M. l,e fraud's Notts to Fabliaux. 



OC, GOOglC 



EMMA. 417 

water. 'Shake thyself,' said Vaulund: the smith immediately did so, 

his body so pa rated," and either half fell on opposite; sides of the bench." ' 
Canute and Emma were groat eueouragers of church building; and ta 
them may be attributed some of the most celebrated in England, as well 
as several in Normandy, which "time, war, flood, and lire" have spared 
to the present time, to prove the wondrous powers of architects and 
carvers in the early ages, never to be even approached in excellence by 
later and more enlightened artists. 

In 10-20, the Cathedral uf Chavl.rcs, still one of the most niagriiiiorc! 
in 1'ranee. which had been destroyed by light-miiir, was rebuilt by its 
bishop, Eulbert. The names of Canute and Richard II., Duke of Nor- 
maiidv, are recorded as among those who assisted the work by their con. 
Ivi Initio] is. In the same year, the second of his marriage with Emma, 
Canute built the .Monastery at Eilinundsbury, "where the body of King 
Kdmoiei lies, and by the advice of Queen Emma and the bishops and 
barons, established monks in it under Guy, a man, bumble, modest, and 
pious." 2 The Abbey of St. Rentiers in the parish of Sudlmni, county 
of Norfolk. 3 was another foundation of Canute, between the years 102(1 
and 10:10, as well as a church at Ashdone, in Essex, at the dedication of 
which all the English and Danish lords assisted. 4 

Emma had only two children by Canute; they were named Hardi- 
eanute and Cunilda, the former was surnnmed "the Hardy or Robust," 
from his personal iiceomplishmetil.s ; '' the hitter was reckoned one of the 
loveliest of her sex, and in her father's lifetime was contracted to the 
Emperor of Germany, whom she afterwards married. 

Hardicanutc, who by Emma's agreement, prior to her uniou with 
Canute, was destined to inherit the crown of England, was quite a child 
when the ceremony of translating the body of Bishnp Si.. Elphege took 
place, of which tin' Saxon Chronicle -ives the following aeeount: — 

"This year, lO.'^i, King Canute within London, in St. Paul's minster, 
gave full leave to Archbishop Etbeluoth and Eishop Brithwine, and to 
all the servants of God who were with them, (bat they might take up 
from the tomb the Archbishop St.. I'dpbogo; and they then did so, on the 
six:ii before the ides of June. And the illustrious King, and the arch- 
bishop and suffragan bishops, and carls, and very many clergy, and also 
laity, curried in a ship, his holy body over the Thames to Southwark, and 
there delivered the holy martyr to the archbishop and bis companions; 
i;nd ibev (lien with a "worshipful band and sprightly joy, bore him to 
Rochester. Then, on the third day, came tfinma the lady, with her royal 
ehild ll.atdicanute; and then Ihcy all, with much state and bliss, and 
soi^- of praise, bore the holy archbishop into Canterbury ; and then wor- 
shipfullv brought him into Christ's Church, on (he third before the ides 
of June. Again, after that, on the eighth day, the seventeenth before 
the kalends "of July, Archbishop Ethelnoth, and Bishop Eifsy, and 
Bishop Brithwine, and all those who were with them, deposited St. 

' Notes to Fritliioi"; Saga, translated by Oscar Baker. 

1 Roger of Wendover. ' Seven miles from Norwich. 

' llolinshed. s Hume 
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Elphage'a holy body on the north side of Christ's altar, to the glory of 
God, and the honour of the holy archbishop, and to the eternal" health 
lit :il I who there (huly seek his hoi v body with a devout heart, and with 
all humility. God Almighty have mercy upon all Christian men 
through St. Ill plicae** holy merits." 1 

Canute resided chiefly in England, yot he occasional! v visited Denmark 
a'haidcd oy an English licet. The year after his uia"rria<>e with Queen 
Emma he went there, and in all probabiihy was accompanied hy i;v no/al 
consort, A. li. 1019. E J 

It appears that Earl Ulf Sprakalegsson had been left protector of Den- 
mark by (.-mute when he went to England, his sou " Ifardioannte" being 
in los lones. The summer niter this arrangement had been made by 
the Eugi^ii Knig, the Karl "five it out that King Canute h;ol at puWine 
mau- b-iivu to him Ins will and desire, thai, the Danes should fake hi* 
son llardicanuto as king over the Danish dominions. He said Canute 
had done (his on it being represented to him that the nation sidVered 
many disadvantages from the absence of its King. « Hitherto,' 1 said 
Earl Lit, "we have been so fortunate as to live without disturbance, 
hut now wo hear thai, the King of Norway is going to attack us, to which 
is aeced the tear el the pconlo, I hat (he Swedish K:ug will join him, and 
;',"■'' Kl!1 " (:;lllufe is in England." The Karl then predoced K>1„ 
Uniil.es letter ami seal continuing all that ho asserted. Many other 
chief-, supported tins business, and in eouseouenee of all ■ 
sums the people resolved to take Hardicanute as King, which was done 
at the same time. 3 This circumstance, passed over in our Enpiisl, historic* 
throws light on the ptocodlugs of Queen Emma: the l"la"hish historian 
proceeds I,, say, " that Queen Eunna had been principal prom-Ocr of this 
ue termination, lor she had got the letter to be written and provided with 
the seal having cunningly got bold el the King's signet ; but from him 
ll was all concealed. 

By this account it would seem, that Emma was intriguing to advance 
her son before his lather's death, and had not shrunk" from f :l! -<rorv to 
accomplish her end. The story, whether true or false i- (.Iris con-. 
tinned : — 

" When Hardicamite and Earl Ulf heard for certain that King Olaf 
was come from Norway with a large army, they went to J utknd, ' where 
the greatest strength of the Danish Kingdom lies, sent, err messa-e- 
ie,oo:s, and .-inoHencd to them a. great, force : but when they bean! that 
ike :-we;hsh King was also t.mio with his army, they thong],; ihev wouhl 
not have strength enough tu give battle to both, and therefore V'pt their 
army together in Jutland, and resolved to delend that enuuirv n.^insi 
the Kings. The whole of their ships they assembled i.o^iIct et Lvnn- 
fiord, and waited there for King Canute." 1 

The Dario-English King, in the meantime, had sailed with a vast force 
tro rn .En gland, and arrived in safety at Denmark, where he Went to 
' Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. « Lingapd> 

" Snorro'a Kings of Nonrey. . Snorro. 
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Lynnfiord, and there he found gathered besides, a large army of the men 
of the country. 

When the Danes " heard that King Canute had come from the west 

to Lyuuuord, thev Rent men to him, and to Queen Emma, and hogged 
her to find nut if the King were angry or not, and to let thorn know 
Your sou TTardieaoute will pay the full mulct tilt' K.it'-g may demand, if 
he has. done anything which is though* to hi; against the King." He 
replica, " thai tlardioanute has not dune this of his own judgment, ami. 
therefore,'' says he "it has turned out as might he expected, that when 
he, a chi::l, aiid without understanding, wuolod to he called King, the 
country when any evil came and an enemy appeared must, be conquered 
by furuign princes, if our might had not come to his aid. If he will 
have anv reconciliation with mo, let him come to me and lay down the 
mock title of King he has given himself." 

The Queen sent these very words to Tlardi Canute, and at the same time 
she be:; ; ;od 'aim not. to decline coming, for as she truly observed, he had 
no force to stand against his father. When this message came to Hardi- 
eauute, he ashed the advice of the Ear! and other chief people who wore 
with him; hat it was soou found thai, when the people heard King Ca- 
VHt-e the Old was arrived, they ail fit reamed (■■-> him. and seemed to have 
no eoniidence hut in him alone. Then Earl Ulf and his fellows saw 
that they had but two roads to take, either to go to the King and leave 
all to bis mcrcv, or to fly the country. All pressed .ilardieanuto to go 
to his father, which advice he followed. When they met he fell at his 
father's feet, and laid his seal, which accompanied the kingly title, od his 
knee. King Canute took [Tardieauutc hy the hand and placed him in as 
high a seat as he used to sit in before. Earl Ulf sent his son Hwund, 
who was a sister's son of King Canute, and the same age as Hardicanuto, 
So the King. He prayed for grace and reconciliation for the Earl his 
father, uinM-fTered himself as hostage for the Earl. King Canute or- 
dered him to tell the Earl to assemble his men and ships and come to 
him, and then they would talk of reeonciliation. The Earl did so." a 

Canute's happiness was not unfreo,uently clouded. Besides the annoyance 
caused him hy die rebellion in the name of llardicanute, directed by Earl 
Ulf, he was obliged to make war on his wife's brother. Duke .Richard, in con- 
seouenee of hishaviua repudiated I'lstriiha his duchess, on a very trifling 
pretence. 3 To avenge the affront, Canute sailed at the head of a large 
: Wolf nr Ulf w.iS bratherdu law to Caauti;, and llarl (Jndwin wus married in 
(J via. sinter of U'.f. He was after wards assassinated by Canute's orders, after 
the battle of Helge, 1025-7. 
1 Snovro's Kings of Norway. 

5 Duke Richard, the second, or. as llolm-died calls iiim, third ot that name, 
lirotliev of Queen Fanrna, married first Jnailh, sister of die Kail ef Hreeii^e, by 
whom ho had three suns. Richard, ivobcrt, are] William, aad llnee daa^liuus. of 
whom one died vimnj': A lis, another, married Reynold, Eurl of ISmroyno - .1 
tlmd. lilf-iui;: to ihi E-irl of l-'lono.-.-t. After a I,™ rears' union ,'lialith died, and 
flake Itiohard laamed Eslrida. sister of Canute. lie purchased :l diviave from 
her. and then married «. lady called l'.ivia, by whom be hud rv.ei sons, Vs'iliiani, 
Earl of Arqaes, ami Manner" Archbishon at Itoaen. Inike liiehaid died in Uyj,2, 
iifiiieu v.air:, before Canute, and was suscccded by .Richard III., who reigned only 
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fleet to Normandy, mil landed ;il .Rotten; but scarcely nad lie arrived, 
when he learnt tin; sad tidings of the dentil of his favourite son Sweyn, 1 
governor of Norway. Some accounts relate that Canute wus so deeply 
affected by this event, that it trough t on nn ague of which lie died at 
Rouen. 2 

The Saxon Chronicle differs in the statement of Canute's death, and 
declares that event to have taken place at Shaftesbury, in England, on 
the second day before the Ides of November, Wuri, and that he was 
inhered ai Wiiiehesla'. the epitaph mi his tomb beiug — 

"HEKE LIES CANUTE, CEEEBItATED FOR HIS rTETY." 

He was only forty years of age at, trie lime of his death, and bo had been 
eighteen years united to Queen Emma. 

At the time of Canute's deat.h, not one of the Queen's sens was io 
.Kngbiv.fi ; TTaidiearuit.e, on whom, by virtue of her marriage contract, anil 
bis father's dying wi.-hc.s, I lie crown should have devolved, was in Don- 
mark, whore be bad been crowned lie; preceding year, and made no baste 
to assort, bis olaieisiu England. Harold Tfarefoot, ih« only surviving son 
of Canute's first marriage, 3 knowing how superior England was to the 
crown of Denmark, allotted to him by his father's will, hurried over to 
endeavour to secure it for himself. The Queen also, if she bad not, as 
some say, returned with Canute prior to that monarch's dea.t.h into Eng- 
land, lost no time in duing su ; hut Wore anything ceuid be done in the 
behalf either of herself or her son, ITarold bad contrived to secure the 
kingdom for himself. The reason of this was that the cities north of the 
Thames durst not oppose the Dimes, who ruled over them, and were foreed 
to acknowledge him; butWessex declared boldly for llanlieanute. This 
part of England was very populous, beiug a place of refuge for all those 
whom the .Danish cruelty ami oppression expelled from the in ore northern 
districts ; it was chiefly inhabited by Saxons, who maintained their freedom, 

one }T::ir, and then Pobert boc'ieie Duke a. i.i. lefcJS. After a. vigorous reb'u of 
seven veers. Kcbert departed en n pi brr image to the Holy hand, hvmng the duke- 
dom to bis sen VVibiii.ni, afteovard- I] if i oiepicror. then seven years, uf a .ire (a. u. 
1030). Iliclistrd having been so Ions dead, the expedition ma.de in lOtiS must 
have been grounded on some other cause. AkUv .■«■..! and Alfred were at I he Nor- 
nmn court, and J 1 .;":.«■ f- L before bis departure bad, by an endaissy, ropicsted Ca- 
nute 10 give iiis eon-ins a share of [Inglaiot : but that, brine- refined, itudiiird had 
y,vep:i.!-eii a. fleet, intending [o assert their ebiieis by force of arms. Tli.lt was, 
however, prevented !;y ik-e slii;is in-big ■U:-; i-.j_\ i'.l in :l storm. Afterwards ('.-unite 
promised V.-'ohsox to the sons of tuniua-; hut the pilgrimage of Koberl, am] bis 
oivn subsequent death, put off the exoetilieu of t.liis promise, bad it ever been in- 
tended to perform it.— ttspin ;imt lloliji-died, Hoges- of Wendover. 

■ Kapia sivs thai Siveyn, brother of Harei'ool. survived IfariiioanLUO, 

' Saso-Grammaticus, Grafton, and Polydore. 

1 Harold is said re- have been sumo mod ■■ 1 1 :.?-: foot," I'rom bavin;; one foot 
covered with bair. Hume says, "from his ligikty in running and ivalbing;" he 
was fond of bun '.in,':, and being incise ;o riding ot; horse bi'.tk, pursued r.lie amuse- 
ment on foot. — Lingard. 

e going to 
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and were attached to the persons of. their royal family.' Emma herself 
was a great favourite with the West Saxons, who determined to uphold 
the rights of her children. 

Winchester was the; capital of Wessex, and royal residence, and thither 
Ktnma repaired; the palace contained not only her own private property, 
but the royal treasures which Canute had entrusted to her keeping for 
his son Tiarilicauule.' Bui. a powerful combination was speedily formed 
against (lie widowed Queen, who, at, this moment, though the mother of 
three sons and of two daughters, seems to have been left to support her 
sorrow alone. While Emma fixed herself at Winchester, a witenagemote 
was hastilv assembled at. Oxford, 3 which was to bring much more grief to 
her than she had yet experienced, l.eofric, Consul of Chester; Godwin, 
Karl of Kent; and others were present, 1 the object being to discuss the 
claims of the rival princes, Harold and Ilardicunate. The nobles of 
Wtsscx supported Tlardicauute, in spite of bis absence, 5 and were secendtd 
by Karl Godwin, who objected to Harold on account of the rumoured ille- 
gitimacy of his birth; but this appears to have been considered no objec- 
tion in "the eyes of his own countrymen, the Danes. Leofrie, " the trusty 
friend of Canute," overruled his remonstrance, rind tbe Londoners and 
other lords north of the Thames, favouring 1 larold's claim, appointed him 
ruler of the kingdom, "not only for himself, but for ITardicanule who was 
then in Denmark." 5 The treachery of Godwin mainly brought about, 
this conclusion, he Laving on Harold's arrival secretly placed in his hands 
the will of tbe late King/which had been entrusted lo his care, and cove- 
nanted to establish him on tbe throne, provided only that he would 
espouse Ids daughter Editha. This understanding not being generally 
known, Godwin, in I. be council, craftily appeared to support, the cause of 
liardieauute. Ambition was the ruling feature of Godwin's character, 
and while thus through his connivance tbe council was called, which gave 
a crown to the future husband of his daughter, it was arranged by the 
same meeting that Emma and Godwin should jointly rule over tbe 
dependant territory of Wessex, until the arrival of Hardicanute j 1 the 
Queen was to maintain her royal state in Winchester, having with her 
" the household of the King her son," and Godwin was i.o be general of 
her forces. The royal treasures and furniture at Winchester were to 
belong to Emma ainfhcr son ; ( but scarcely bad Harold been crowned at 
Oxf.nl. an office, performed with his own bands, 3 then ho hastened in 

' Rnpiii. " s Simeon of Durham ; Bromptou. 

1 Oxford was often the seat of the English court ; and Canute hud held one 
great oniine.il there. The same city witnes-e,,! tint murder of Skclcrth, hosbimd 
of Alptloi, wbn became the. tjuecn'of Edmund Ironside; on (lie present occasion 
Lhe ;,,-, ■.■->]..:! of liiLrobl was settled there, ami it was not only tin; spot on which 
that King was crowned, but the one in whioh be ended his short career. 

J Grafton, Saxon Chronicle. ' Caradoc of Lhinearvan. 

6 li.auulf lliiiilen ; iSnsosi Chronicle : Grafton. 

7 Lingard; (Jailbird; Rapin, ■ Milnar. 

'Egelnoth, who bad been seventeen yenrs Archbishop, refused to crown 
jOn-,.! I. -;;i>. in- tin.t Canute inid enjoined luui ro set tbe crown upon none but tbe 
issue i.:" Ihiinnt. Then laving tie erown on the ulia.r, lie denounced an mipreea- 
tion against any bishop that should venture, to perform the ceremony. 
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person to Winchester, whither Indeed his emissaries bad already preceded 
tint), an rl seized on till the most precious articles ;il. Hie royal pulaee eyen 
''before K vi una could hike possession of them." In sibo "; ,-,,,-, .^.', - ,. ,,r 
this violent treatment, Emm, remained ;it Winchester,'" a's long as 'she 
was able to do so." Finding that Godwin engrossed all the power m 
V ossox m h,s nun hand,, and that her ehihbvu were effectually b ] ml uut 
from the government, the Queen affected in differs nee from inniiv-.s of 
policy, and devoted her whole time to the occupation of v-dfh"- the 
churelios, as though her thoughts had heeu entirely bestowed on a future 
s'a'o ami Ibe salvation nf her soul. ]'•■ r'h : s lnneh ;•]■•<> of sincerity w .■ 
combined ; for Emma was naturally pious, and deep]/ mourned tho loss 

"I :- liOloven ;i:iu akcctionare husband. 

'The affection nf Emma for the sons of Ethelred did not appear as great 
as Chat si::: lelt for the heir of Canute. Bardieanute came not, however, 
to her wishes, to insert his rights and reinstate her in her royal 'nutliorit v 
(onoeivin.; (hat the Kin- and Godwin, deceived bv her allectod unutrnlitv, 
had no tear of her interposing in affhirs of state, Emma at length deter- 
mined to rceall her two son,, by Ethelred to England, expre-sin- the 
u.ntural desire of a mother to behold the Princes who had been some 
time separated from her; but, in reality, her aim in sending for (bom was 
to awaken the love and affection of the Saxons for tie race of iheir 
ancient kugs, should Ha vui canute fail to arrive; and Godwin's penetra- 
tion haying discovered this, he artfully apnlaudeel ber sehcuie, and even 
atoed her in tlio exeei.il ion of it, but only with the view of deliyorhf. the 
Irinccs to .Harold. The Kin- informed, Yhrouidi Godwin, of Emma's 
vrir-h, consented that her sons should be sent for. Edward.' indeed had 
early m Harold's reign come over with a considerable fleet, but. imi find- 
ing ::ay countenance from his mother, who desired flardicanutc to succeed 
to the [Drone, and was, therefore, averse to his claim at that time, and 
p — :.bly nimble to ;tssU l,im without danger to both, had eontenicd him- 
self with burning a few villages, and then went back to Normandy. 

Ha.told, aware Ihat the Queen naturally aimed at placing her "sons on 
the thrcne, bad striven by many devices to get them into his power, and 
on I'huma's determination to invite them to England, wrote thrni the 

following letter in their mother's name : 

"Emma, in name only Queen, to her sons Alfred and Edward, imparts 
nie.r;i-r;y salutation. While wo severally bewail trie death of our lord the 
Kin;:, mostdear sons, and while daily ye are deprived more and more nf 
the kingdnm your inheritance, I admire what counsel ve take, knowiin- 
that your intermitted delay is a daily strengthening to the reign of you? 
usurper, who incessantly goes about from town to city, aainin-'tbo c'hiof 
r.eolcs to his party either by gifts, prayers, or I h reals' Hut tbov laid 
inue.h rather one of yon shouhl reign over them, than be held under the 
[lower of him who now overrules l.hem. I entreat, therefore, that one of 
5-011 come to mo speetiily and privately, to receiye from me wholesome 
;euuscl, and lo ,;now how the business whieh I intend shall be accom- 
plished. By this messenger present, send back what VOU detennme 
farewell, as dear both as mine own heart." ' 
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Thin letter, win*, by what followed, might u well have been wrilten 

hv thoir mother, *■ it was whet she wished, was delivered into the 
hinds of tlio pritiees, together with presents reullj soot to I hem I rem 
d'nnoa aad, os stodi, hod. wore received with joy, end o glad message 

retnr I. appoo.riog . time and plooe for the desired electing Lied 

tlodv.rio 1 uo..lf no's the llearei of these tillage to 1,-oeei is net mipossi- 
ble, as some soy he wos employed so aoiho t 1 tt c 11 

nice of Noi.ont.dv sod Flaodete had oectoopaniod the Saxon pnncos, ooe 
or both, wlio landed at Sandwich, and from theneo proceeded n, I acton 
bury Aeeeidioe to some ailihoiitics Kouno, nusltiisfiug to.tii. tiore 
some inte]ligcooe°toceived by her sons on their arrival, permitted otio 
only at a time to visit him, retaining the other with herself. Allied, 
whether arc having seen the Queen or not is uncertain, .was about to 
pay = ,i,it 0, Harold, when he wan arrested by hail Godwin I he 
Rival t'oioiiiele sais, (iodwio prevented Allied a aog to 1,,. nivocr, 
•■knowing il would ho dl,,.l< asiog to King Ilarolo.' As f.o.ld. so was 
on the roll to IVioolieslei, it oiavho tied .idled lad not vet .een Emnia, 
end that he had but rested in his way to the court ot iYos.es to partake 
of the sei.i.looos entertainment provided by the Earl. Oo this occasion 
it is said by some, that, in a private ioleic.an.o, toulwin oiler.., tie 
Prince the throne, wild the hand of his daughter, which ho noosed." 

The altoioaiivo was lunocoiatel y bad rceooise to hy the eaie.l.o o 

and the fate of Alfied was from that moment sealed, Guillf. ml, mo ...no 
oldhoeai.aisai of the Saxoo and Norman loids on that eventful night, 
w„ a tow. belonging to Godwin. Alfred was undo, his protect,,,,, and 
ho betiavod iiis tiust. According to oestoio. the guests ol iho t.iiaoniot 

deep, an'il, as the hour advanced, bcoa ivaia.oooiad widi sloop, dben 

the nolle of dead, began, which the cowardly Harold lord plaooco. aim 
Godwin connived at as' an ally. The ottciniauts of Allied veto Canned, 
ami put to the sword; every tenth man only being spatial. As for -the 
id-fared liiooo, who was every way worthy to he a bog, ' the child of 
code aad nnsfortooo, bo fomd himself honied away. Hist to Iho piesooee 
of Jlaiol.i, in l.oodoo, sod afterwards to the Isle of Ely. The noble to 
whom the roval youth was consigned, aggiavatod los situation by ovoto 
insult wldcb" could he offered. A sorry horse was provided, bo was 
stripped of his nival attire, and ills foot nod beneath the saddle, exposed 
to the mockery and derision of every culinary beholder rrr the Oocos jool 
viila.on threoerii which ho had to pass. Thos pitiable was die late ot toe 
soo of la:..,; herself the Quocn, and at the vety moment ru.nig over 
soon, not onaoisidetshle poitioo of the land. A court was oonv.no, ot 
person, suited to their oilioo, at Ely, by whom Alfred was soiitooccd to 
lose bis ov.s : ood the unfortunate youth, on whom ill. couel oociee wos 
executed bv force altmo, expired after a few day. of liogerrng torment, 
citloi I: ao hi. sulfating, ot the hood of a ..cict assassin. 

Harold and Godwi n .land charged to this day, in tin, taoo o f posterity, 
■ Milner, Grafton, Seott. 
' eloacr of Wendover. ' Lingard 
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With tins inhuman murder. 1 Though the monk of St. Omer who might 

be supposed wcil acquainted with the facts, represents the Earl as igno- 
rant of Alfred's d;mger; ! nevertheless, so convinced worn his eonlompo- 
r;tr,i: - ITI gf'iernl of his guilt, that bo was twice arraigned fur the murder ■ 
four years ati.er, ,ii llaro icamde's reign, by tbo Archbishop of }V,rk and 
alter tbat by Robert, Archbi.-hop of Canterbury, when Edward theVon- 
tcssi.r was on the throne. On both l.hoso occasions be was admitted- 
bur- Juhvurd himself never really believed him innocent, though Codwin 
uVa ill the very moment of dcfeiulmg himself from the renewed charge 
J here :s too much reason to think -el f-i uteres blinded both (dedwir and 
Harold to (no enormity of the crime : one common in those times where 
nugnl was for ever striding with ri-lit. 'J'he Queen herself has been 
cuargco with consenting and aiding in the crime, by sendine. the letter, 
^■oi eh brought ber sons to England; but this, of course, was the inten- 
tion of the senders: and, that, she was perfectly innocent, is r.la'n by the 
consternation she exhibited when the fatal tidings reached her, and her 
adopting the insist preeautinn of sending her remaining son Edward 
who is thought to have been with her at die time, to her Konmm rehv' 
fives; a step attended with no trilling difficulty, and which <vnve o-reat 
moroiheanou 1.0 Ihe King and Eurl by disappointing (hen, of .» of their 
intended victims. It was, perhaps, this act which brought f,csb wralh 
mn, uodwin on Emma; for the Earl next accused her "of treason, and 
Harold had formerly not only despoiled her of all the royal treasures : > 
but now seized on her private goods and treasures, left lor her own use 
by Canute, ami hunished lier from the kingdom, 

_ Emma's friends, indeed, desired that she should quit England at this 
juncture, but where should she seek an asylum? It might have been 
expecl.ee. that she would have taken shelter anions her own relative* in 
Normandy, whither she had sent her son, Prince Edward;' 1 hut. jjeko 
IVidiam, being very young, was, while a minor, under the government 
ot others,-' and the Queen feared i.o awaken Harold's jealousy of her Nor- 
man connections. |.; IMmil pi ,.,f ( .rred (h e asylum offered her by her cousin 
l.aUiwm, l.arl or Inlanders, who, 'indies I lie imitation he had" sent to her 
was accepted, received her with all the respect due to misfortune, and. 
treated nor with the greatest courtesy and kindness. 5 Jlc nor oij!y'"uve 
her the castle of Bruges for her residence, bur. assigned her a humMmo 
provision tcr her support during her abode in Elanders. There the Queen 
remained for three years, at tended by the lew faithful adherents who had 

" ' Inr '^- " Lingard. 

1 .huoumiura J.-inmaj, Caradoe. « Harding. * Ibid. 

'AC. 1037. The Saxon Chrouiok says, "This year was Harold cliescn King 

ol an, iced Jlonucan lor-aker,, l..ec;,ii-'- lie f \::hl too Inns; in Denmark- -ind 

then ;l,ev iirove cut his moth,.,- lili'aiva, the Queen. -.rUh.-.M „,,,.■ ;■:■„: .,.■ :;-rr; 
■■■'■■"■■■"■■'■■■' ; '"'- '■■'■<■■■'■■'.'■' "'''''<''■/ ■""! she came then re Unices l.cyo-:d "sem ■ ; L ,',,I ]\,M- 
'"" T " e F ' :ltl tbllr< -- 1V(|]] rcoravcil jur. aid then; Itqii. her the while she had 



need." The Earl of Plunder, wns married ti 



i princeaa of the ducal family of 



Normandy |Hc;,„er, limner's niecer ?.<>?. V . :'Mi im,u>)j\ ],"„, (llu , ^ \{ f lk . ;„,',_ 
Ic-s was wile ,,l !:,mi, sen of t.iyd^in, I'mma's eeeeiv, which miikc- hi- ccrd'ncl 
iJijly aje.ear tee mere i;cncre;i = on this occasion luwanis Emma. 
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aceou-panied her in her exile. Emma informed the good Ear! how hard.y 
she had been treated by Harold, and how Alfred, her sun, had been put 
to death, and Edward forced m ;ly from the kingdom. 

" Wherefore tlicrlc to K.vu.^: HiLVilknowt then wrote 

All hir comp lev tit, I i,i' bis Gianni' prayed 

And he slwnlo 1 1 1; 1 j. :■ ivkli fill bis iiiinhi, God wote. 

It wore amended of tlnet she ivus affrayed, 

lie eame amine in wmith full well arrayed 

joi.o HiiuiiilrcH, bis niiiibev for to please, 

Hir for to socour and sette hir hort in ea.BC.'" 

A. D. 1039. After repeated messages frtnti (.lie Earl and Emma, and 
riie lapse of two years from his father's death, Ffardioanute, who was 
more "the Unready" than the sons of Elholrcd, sailed for Flanders, and 
spent a year there with his mother, eons.nl ting as to their future plans. 3 
Toiler the. rover of this: visit, the ibtnish King hud assembled a. feet, of 
sixty sail, and he was actually on llie point of Making a deseent upon 
England, when the news of Harold llarefoot's death was forwarded to 
him, a on which he sailed for London, and was received with much 
triumph; his claim being at rmee acknowledged by tbe whole nation, 
1010. He was shortly after crowned at London by Egelnnth, Arebbisliep 
of Canterbury, who had so resolutely refused to crown another than 
Crime's son. The favour which liardicanute received is attributed to 
the regard entertained by the people, especially those of Wcssex, for his 
mother, Queen Emma. 

Emma, to her great, joy, recalled by her son, after a three years' exile, 
returned to England. JIardi Canute received her with notch honour, and 
placed the administration of tbe affairs of government in her bauds and 
those of Godwin,— a singular coincidence by which tbe second time 
Emma found herself on close terms of alliance with her old enemy. 
Godwin, had been one of the first, to do homage to Hardieanute, but the 
King, doubtless, feared bis professions of regard even more than the open 
enmity he bad before experienced, .(laving first, sent for bis loilf-hret.her, 
Edward, from Normandy, the Prince, under sanction of Hardieanute, 
raised against tbe Eari a charge of having murdered .Prince Alfred, ami 
loudly demanded justice. Living, Bishop of Worcester, was likewise 
accused of participation in the crime. Elfrie, Archbishop of York, was 
tbe person who was employed with Godwin, by the King, to disinter 
Harold Llarefoot's body, far the '.'ratification of his revenge for the murder, 
in this painful task the Karl and prelate disagreed, and Edrie accused 
Godwin. Godwin denied tbe ehi'rgo against him, making out, on oath, 
ibat the part be bad in the putting out the eyes of Alfred, he was con- 
strained to by order of Harold. lie, in fact, legally ac.p.itted himself 
" by his own oath, and the oaths of a jury of Ids peers, tbe principal 
noblemen of England." Whether innocent or not he was restored to 
favour, and' shared with Emma in the administration of tbe kingdom. In 
ali likelihood Jlardicauute but carried out the wishes of bis mother in 
this endeavour to bring Godwin to justice; if this was tlie ease, and that 

1 Saxon Chron. a Lingard. ! Hume, Roger of Wcndover, &o. 
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v. ctnireliiTiiiTi was l:;s nee'iser scents to rr-Tntc-r if- likely, it may account for 
tlit vindictive feelings Godwin afterwards exhibited 'against Emma, upon 
the accession of Edward to the throne.' 

The policy of Godwin had led him, in the hope of inducing the King 
to forgiveness, to offer him a very .sumptuous present. His poaco-of!'oring, 
which was accepted, was a pi 1 ley, Daly : i^r^i. 1 1 find manned. As for 
Living, lie was deprived of his bishopric, which was given to his accuser, 
Elfrio, but purchased bis pardon by a round sum of money, when he was 
reinstated. 

Godwin's snip had a .-.tern of geld, and eighty soldiers uniformly and 
richly suited : on l.hch' heads they all were gilt burgonots, and on their 
bodies a triple gilt habergeon: swords with gilt hilts girded to their 
waists; a battle-axe, according to the 1>ani.sh fashion, on their left 
shoulder; a. target with gilt bosses borne in their left hand, a dart in the 
right hand, and their anus hound about with tiro bracelets of gold. The 
gift of Godwin is finite in accord with the mam-crs of the day, and seems 
an adroit imitation of the celebrated ship of the Vihing h'rithiof, the 
swift-sailing Ellida, thus beautifully described in the Saga of Bishop 
Tegner: 2 

"The bark Ellidn next was Fritliiof's own 
\ -^in;;. 'tis said, IVoirj iviir returning Imme, 
KniTil by the strand, and on a. wreck lie spied 
A man, who seemed to revel with the tide, 
Of noble stature, and of face serene, 
Joyful and i^ad, though clian^'i'id was his mien; 
I/.'-te the sea basking : n the so'.jir sheen: 
A clnsk of I ilue and licit of gold he wore, 
liedecked with corals from a distimt shore. 
White, as the foam en hillews, was liis beard, 
And, as the ocean, j^reen his bair appeared. 
Then, thither, Vi.ibc: s:wivl tiis lloat-ug shell, 
And sa.vcii the Hum;; frein the billow's swell, 

JSut lie, while smiling, In his saviour said : 
' My bark is staunch, itu, breeze; will not fail ; 
This very night a hundred miles 1 sail. 
Long shall thy kindness in my mem'ry dwell, 
And soon seme gift my gratitude shall tell. 

Yes, when to-morrow tlinn sha.lt wander o'er 

Thy lands, some trifl slm'.l wait thee on the shore.' 

Next day, when Viking wamiiavii by (lie sea, 

Lo ! as an oaeJe rushes al its prey, 

A stalely Dragon swept hiio the bay. • 

The rudder moved, iintonciied by lnnnaa limid, 

And none, save spirits, steered taut bark to land. 

But mid the reefs and shoals it held its way, 

Ami scatheless flew amidst tin! driving sin-ay. 
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High in the stem the Dragen'; head arose, 

His gilded jsiivs a iiery gape disclose ; 

His breast was speekled o'or with blue and gold, 

Whilst, in tin; -tern, Ids Uii; in many a fold. 

Bright as a mail of silver, upward flew, 

Sinning re.-pleiiiieet towards the heavens of blue,: 

When 111- jilt llillioil-, ei.ijjiiil v.illl brilliant red, 

High in die a:r, to enldi tin: breeze were spread : 

Mis speed om.st.rip|nsl the hea i L i ; r i ii raving Hind, 

And let! the eagle in his flijrbt behind. 

When that brave bark wis tiiieii with steel-clad men, 

lv, seemed a fortress llo;iting on the main." 
'rim!: (.J no mi Emma was |i;n-liuuI:irJ y attached to the city of Winchester.' 
is evident, i'lotn her returning to dwell there after the death of Harold ; 
even during her temporary absence also, she had continued to bestow her 
royal presents on liio Cathedral." The Queen's name is joined to that 
of her son Ilardieanute, in liis charters to her favourite monasteries, J and 
however authors may differ in their accounts of the character of that 
King himself, thoy unite in pridsitiL: tin; kindness which he showed to his 
mother Queen Emma; id this he was at least much superior to his 
brother, the sainted and vaunted Edward. 1 

In another point, the character of Jlardieanute also deserves admira- 
tion, that of fraternal affection. Edward, the son of Etlielrcd, was 
invited to his court, A. d. 1041, and not only came there without fear, but 
remained an honoured guest during this king's short reign. 6 Hardicauute 
also carm d out the plan of his lather, as regarded Ouujlda, daughler of 
Emma, whnm Canute coiuracled lo the Emperor l.knry. This lovely 
young CriucCSs is designated as the King of .England's " fa.ire.st sister," 
to distinguish her from her half-sister Goda, daughter of Hundred, and 
sister of Priucc Edward, who had been united tirsl- to Walter, Earl of 
Mantes, and afterwards to Eustace, Earl of Boulogne, of whom we shall 
have to speak hereafter. Guuihla was bc.-towed with much solemnity 
ami magnificence on the Kmperor. After some time, i.he young Empress 
was aeeused of infidelity to her husband, but was cleared by a judicial 
combat: a dwarf in her service named Mimicou, who had attended her 
from England, fought wir.h the champion appointed by her accusers, who 
was named ftodingur, a man of gigantic frame : the dwarf obtaining the 
victory, the fair fame of his mistri >s was considered established. Guiiilua, 
though vindicated by this happy event, could never be persuaded to live 
again wit.li her husband. Forsaking the world, she assumed the holy 
veil of a nun, in which she ended her days, five years only after the 
death of her father. King Canute. The Chronicle exclaims that she died 
'■ as the noble innrning slur muLs at early dawn.'" 

' Milnev's History of Winchester. ' Howel. 

:l Roger of Wmuiover, Marianas, Higden. 

' Personally, Hardicaiudi; was milil,' and of a. generous nature. His table was 
spremi at four different hours in the day for his pue-ts. l'ei'haps t.o the con- 
viviality o!' living aoipured among the Dimes, may he attributed bin feeble health 
mid constant, attacks of illness. 

■' Roger of Wen-lover, Miivianns, Iligden. 

l; lianolf, Eigden. ' Normao Traditions, Malmeabury 
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Hard Icninite's death was very sudden, io 1045, in the midst nf tbo 
festivities of a wedding dinner, itie nuptials cehjbrat.ed being those of a 
noble Dane- called Tovi and G-yda, the daughter of Osgod Cbipa, Some 
say t.hi! King was poisoned ; but it is mere generally thought bis death 
was the result of intemperance, for " lie died as lie stood at his driuk." 
The stent; of this event, was the royal palace or mansion of (.lie !?axon 
Kings, which formerly stc.od in Hint, part of the parish of Lambeth. 1 now 
known by the name of Keimingmn, and which constituted part of the 
dower or cslate of the Princess Goda. dntiohtor of Ethch'od a-'d Kinma. 

The death of ITardieanute was a great blow to Emma: and the Saxon 
Chronicle slates that his Liuithot', who lenderly loved liim, " for his soul 
gave Io the Mow _M.ins(or tho head of St. Valentine I lie ±Mariyr." The Eng- 
list) hailed llse event as a signal of deliverance from the l)an:sb yebe, and 
the festival called " flog's Tide," or '' Hoc 1 .; "Wednesday." was for cen- 
turies afi.er kept, by them in commemoration of the circumstance. 

At the time of Hard ioa nine's death, f'tinec Edward was in Nonnaudy, 
The Queen, Godwin, and Living, I!ishop of W iire ester, in tho emergency, 
united their interest in Ids favour, and on this occasion wore uphold by 
Leofiic, the powerful Earl of ('hosier: 2 by llieir combined exertions, 
Edward wots recalled Io assume the sovereignty, the F.nglisb being per- 
suaded easily to take this slop, having never forgotten the fact that they 
had formerly sworn ailegianee to him ■'• while yel in his mother's womb."-' 
Accordingly, Edward, after haying given Hedges that he would briiig but 
few Normans with him, 1 eame over lo England, and ascended the throne, 
being consecrated on Easter Day, 10-13, at Winch ester, Queen Emma 
assisting at the ceremony. 

Edward was thus restored to bis rights, after having been excluded 
from them during a long succession of disappointments; for, twenty-five 
years before, Emma had, by her marriage contract with Oiuiiiie, excluded 
tho children of Ethclred, and since then Edward had dwelt at tho court 
of his maternal relatives, a dependant and an exile." The Queen had oil 

' MS. History of Lambeth Palace. 

1 Higden. * Brit. Sancta. ' Higdcn. 

s Edward testified much gratitude, on coinoi^ to tho throne, to the Normans, 

who had befriended Ins adverse fortunes, lie owed notion;-, as tie thought, to 
Ibelw in, his mot'ner, or tho Hiisc-ns : but surrounded his person with Num. Ait fa- 
vourites, while llnuoa ^ t. L 1 1 preserved a Saxon cioiU :i-t Winches (Or. Ji'.dward 
plainly sh :oved Ins dislike to the An-ilo-Saxou manners, and initrcsused foveijrn 
lasl.es. The Saxon nolocs perceiving lliis. »:lvi- up their mvn fa.diions and imi- 
tated those of the 1-Vor.oh, together wiili their chiiracler and r;iod« of writing. 

■■ speaking l-reneh in their halls, as li .Lie: it wore il mors gentle to)oiu!.' : '['he 

Normans, under hlthclred, Canute, and Edward, were in such favour, and en- 
joyed so much power at court, Unit their clerks, or clergy, ublained ihc lies; 
heneiice.s in t.Sin land. Hubert, "u jolly, ambitions prie-t, 1 ' lirst got to he liishop 
af London, and, ai. n later period, Arobhishoo ut i 'out.eihury, leaving for his suc- 
cessor, it: that, ol' .Louden, a etniutryman niuucd William, lilfo, another .Norman, 
was preferred to Lincoln, and otbers to 'liti'eront piaecs, ;is the King, the bene- 
factor of the church, pleased. 'I'hesc Norman clerks, on being promuied, itiooked, 
almneil, iLL.il ,le-|iised the fbig!i;:h ; run! die Saxon nob'es v.cre slid mure irritated 
lo [bid thi-ii hieioasmg so lbs; in royal fivour, as to he ealied to the secret coun- 
cil of the Kins- The advancement of Holier r. in particular, elated the h'itmoll 
and irritated the Saxon nobles.— Jngulphus, dale, llolinshed. 
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many occasions shown tl i at her conduct towards liim was guided by con- 
venience rather than nffiictiou ; bur, Edward, esteemed one of the moat 
holy among those whoso name- have been recore'ed in the saintly calen- 
dar", was certainly not gifted with the (!hristi;in virtue of forgiveness of 
injuries, at least, as regarded his mother. Of his feelings towards Ethel- 
red we know nothing, and. certainly, .Edmund "Ironside," as an elder 
brother, liad pet a dangerous example; yet Edward the Confessor was 
still less filial in bis behaviour towards his mother, Queen Emma. It 
was plain he could not forgive die past, and that although Emma, God- 
win, and Living had united to place him on the throne when no other 
heir remained who had the power to dispute his claim, he remembered 
that in an earlier period when they might have upheld his right, it had 
boon overlooked and permitted to sink into oblivion. lie bad no regard 
for any of them : from bis mother he hail been almost always separated, 
but to his murdered brother Alfred he was deeply attached, and, as he 
conceived boll) Emma and Godwin to have been implicated in his cruel 
death, an impression remained on bis mind, never to be effaced. 1 It was 
not, however, at first that Edward testified the feelings which he har- 
boured in bis breast against Ins only remaining parent ; for we find Emma's 
great .spirit and enterprise had so far got the better of the king's natu- 
rally weak ami indolent charterer, that she engrossed a large share of the 
adniiuis'rai.jon. This awakened the jealousy of Godwin, her old enemy, 
tltoujili present ally, who was too ambitious to permit himself to be super- 
seded. The Earl 'had stipulated as one of the conditions for Edward's 
being- planed on the throne, that he should espouse his daughter Editba, 
which he hoped would be a new source of influence. Edward, on many 
pretences, delayed the performance of ibis engagement; and it is not 
impossible lite" Earl suspect ed Emma of intriguing against him in this 
matter, more especially as he knew the aversimi Edward himself secretly 
entertained to a union with the daughter of one whom he suspected of 
bis brother's murder. 2 Godwin determined to remove any such obstacle 
to his own ambition, and hoping to ruin Emma in the king's favour, ac- 
cused her of several crimes. In this he was seconded by a person 
scarcely less powerful or ambitious than himself, Robert, Bishop of Lon- 
don, 3 the king's spiritual adviser, a prelate of Norman birth, and formerly 
monk of Jumiegcs, but whose fortunes bad been advanced with those of 
his royal master. This priest, who warmly seconded Godwin in his 
elmrro's against Emma, made the following accusations jointly with the 
Karl :— 

1 Eiog. Brit., Higdsn. 

5 Whether Kaon:, interfered in 1 bio mutter of KdivitrU's marreiee i- douht.ful, fin- 
it took place in 10 J I, am! in the year after l.tnit, the Queen-mother was present 
lit die cc.ine.il when tiie lost duirter was granted for the monastery of Sit. Peter's. 
West alius'. er. 1015, Coilvdn arid his son?, after the eiarriueal e.f fMidm, con- 
tinued in i.amtest for pov.er witi, the Normans "in itio very palace of which his 
ua-u filter ami iheir sist.uv was holy am! mistress;'' and the insults t.hoy nit'erc i, 
■-in turning their ciotie males into derision;" and Haming the Kio.u, for hid 
weakness in e!.ifi[!f' his cunfiienee in them, were lvincrnbcrei! and rcscnteii iii'tei- 
wards, when the liu'om-iit/ie (■■]::«j;-iijnity presented itself. 

* Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. 
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First, that the Queen had oonsentad to the death of her sou Alfred : 

secondly, that sins endeavored to prevent lidward's succession to the 
crown: thirdly, dial, she kept up an impure intercourse with A.'wyn, 
]Sisbop of TVhiohesfcr, 1 her relative, who hail liee.n lier protector on her 
leaving; Normandy, sit the period of her union with I'itbeired, having sit 
that, time heen retained in the royal household, :n;,' cresited llai'l of .vm'li- 
ampton. On more than one occasion he had aided Kthelred against the 
.Danes, and even opposed Canute the future sovereign, (In the pence 
hems- made between Fdnmnd Ironside and Canute, Ahvyn ceased to 
(■|:p'i:-c !hi: IXiues, atid flowing his inclination for si life of retirement 
and devotion, assumed the monsisiie cowl of St. ficuedict, in the moni- 
tory of St. Sivitiiiu, Winchester, In honour of his rank Hishop K'iic'- 
woki himself invested hiui wii.li his holy gsvrb, and soon after, Ahvyn was 
appointed to the uionast.ic cilice of sacristan. From the time of Henna's 
second marriage he heoame the firm friend of Canute, a friendship recip- 
rocated by the monarch. As a monk, Alwyn could not receive presents 
for his own personal use; therefore, the only means of offering a compli- 
ment to him was, by it dona l ion to the church of which he had the care. 
Many marks of favour wore shown hi Alwyn by ( 'auute and limma, who 
i:,est,iweii tie ise rich ^ifis already described on Winchester Cathedral. In 
the Liinefecnlh year of Alwyn's profession, a. t>. HKJ2, the see of Win- 
chester becoming vacant, lie was promoted to it. by Canute, at the Queen's 
especial request, which facl. marks the unify of sentiment existing between 
the royal pair: this was retained by Alwyn through the reigns of Harold, 
llanlicauui.c, and Fdward the Confessor." It was the frequent visits of 
l-iiimm to Alwyn which si [forded one pretext of accusation stgainsf her. 
Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, is ssi.id lo have hated, with no com- 
mon hsstred, the llishop of Whichever, and united with (bid win in machi- 
nations stgstiust him smd the Queen, lid ward, unfortunately, was but too 
eusily imposed upon, and too many unfavourable circumstances bad already 
transpired to warp his mind against Ids mother. Instigated by these Oiid 
sulviscrs, Fdward called a. ceuneii at Clooceslcr. A flee this he proceeu'ed 
to Winchester, accompanied by Godwin, Leofrio and Si ward, three nob'e.s, 
who are said to have possessed so much individual power, that the King's 
safety consisted principally in t.lieir disunion, fur, if united, they niigut 
esisiiy have dethroned him. On arriving at, the royal city where Fmma 
dwelt, they seized her treasures, and swept away the cattle a.nd corn from 
the hinds which she possessed as her dower, "a sort of military execution," 
as the historian cabs it; 3 while the unhappy Queen herself wais com mi tied 
to prison. The King's visit was so unexpected, and this treatment so 
unlocked for, that Emma was unable to secure the smallest part of her 
most, private property; so that: all her jewels, gold, silver, and other valu- 
ables were taken with the rest. 4 There was au order given that she 
should be supplied with every uecessstry, yet only a mean pension was left 
for her subsistence, and not the least, respect, shown towards her. It ia 
said that, in this season she was reduced lo the greatest necessity and ex- 

1 Polydqre Vergil, &c. a Milner'a History of Winchester. 

' Lingard. ' Roger of Woudover. 
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posed even to the risk of dying of famine.' After this the Queen was 
obliged to retire to the neighbouring Abbey of Wherwcll, uatil the 
crimes alleged against her wen; properly investigated. Edward's own 
charge against Emma, was that "she had accumulated mouev bv every 
method, regardless of the poor, to whom she would give nothing there- 
fore it was taken away, that it might aid the poor and replenish the 
King's exchequer." Malmcsbury adds to this that Edward tonk his 
mother's estates from her "because she had for a long time mocked at 
the needy sink- of her son : nor did she ever assist him": transferring her 
hatred from the father to the child; for she loved Canute, both living 
nod dead, Uu.'-r 'Ami ha- Just A it/hand." Here was an allusion to the 
differences which had, at one time, existed between Emma and Elhcired, 
arid it is easy to perceive with what jealous feelings Canute's children 
had been ever regarded by their disinherited elder brother.' 

That Edward considered one of the three charges, made by her ene- 
mies, whieh respected himself, to he correct, is obvious 3 by his own eon- 
duct, and the excuses alleged for it: severo as it was in the case of a sou 
to a parent, the sanction of his council made it appear not to be without 
cause. Accordingly, Emma was kept in close confinement in the Abbey 
of WherwelL though some say both the Queen and A.lwyn were placed 
in ward in Winchester. The Bishop was committed to the examination 
and correetiou of the clergy. Emma is said to have sorrowed more for 
the defamation of Aiv/yn, than her own state of degradation. 

Soon after Emma's disgrace, " ritigand was deposed from his Bishopric, 
and all that he possessed was seised into the King's hands, h-aiusc he 
was nciurd to At* Mother's rotuisr.l, a ;i</ s/o; wml jus.!, as /,/: aduiscd her, 
as puipk thought."* S%nnd was a Prelate noted for eovotottsness ; he 
had been Canute's Chaplain, and, as such was patronized and regarded 
with esteem by Emma, who seems to have delighted to reverence" those 
whom Canute had loved. It was the .Normans who prevented .Edward's 
coffers from overflowing, and they not only detested Canute and all ho 
had favoured, but disliked his widow for her half-Danish descent, and 
were glad of Godwin's accusation against Emma respecting Alfred's 
murder, though the Earl's chief object was evidently to throw off the 
odium of that crime from himself. 

' Bethune. 

"- The reason why King Edward and the Kn-lish sn little respected "this great 
hi. l.v. wnose many years I, nil made lull- an actor of divers fm tones, was her never 
hamiy: n'iee.o: I kin^ Elhelreii nor lac children she had bv him, and for tier mar- 
riage with Canine, the ^reat enemy and subduer ui" the kinadom, whom she ever 
much in, ire b.veii hviiyn, mid commended aead."- Uiiniel's Coil, m die lll-iore of 
England, London, 162(5. J 

1 " Edward himself, in two of his dinners, attributes the death of 3d." brother 
to Iiarehi and iwliioii is more simjuhrj to llai-dieanulo. [Sow, KavdxiMril.. was 
in Denmark, and the accusation, if it mean a.uyl.liine:. must allude (o (We who 
governed in the name af ilaniiontuito. ami, in that i, > pothesis, nniv reach Kmrua 
or (.ioiiivm, m; both, Vet, would Harold, who was then all [.owerfnl, have sub- 
scribe:! li. those rbartcrs. if limy had east so foul i. stain en" the me.'miiy of In, 
father f" — [ingard. 

• -Saxon Chronicle, anno 1043. 
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Far from being overcome by flic sudden reverse in her fortune, and the 

serious accusations made by her enemies, Emma demanded justice, and 
wrote from her prison, nt Wherwoll, to different Archbishops avid Pre- 
lnt.es, :ip?iC:i-tiii.ii- her innocence, and desiring t.o be put to the proof, profess- 
ing herself willing to encounter any trial, oven that of the fiery ordeal. 1 
A Synod was accordingly convened by !be A ichbishop of Canterbury t'i 
examine into r ! :c charges against Queen Emma; ou this occasion, the 
Bishop* interceded in her behalf -with tins Kinjr, when ll.obcrt., the Arch- 
bishop, addressed them in the following: terms, move forcible than delicate : 
" My brethren iiishops, how dare ye defend her, that is a vile hentl. and 
not a wii-Wini ; who hath defamed her own son, the King; and ealicd her 
leiniin, the l'ishnp, Christ her God. But, be it,- an, that the woman would 
purge the J'rio-t, who shall then purge the woman, that is accused to 
consent to the death of her son, Alfred, and procured venom to the ein- 
povsoning of her son .Edward ? 2 Tint, how so it be, that she be guilry or 
guiltless, if she will go barefooted for herself over fair ploughshares, and 
for the Bishop over live ploughshares, burning and fire-hot, ihen, if -A.- 
escape harmless, he shall be asseiled of Ibis challenge, and she also.'' 
This savage proposal was accordingly agreed to, and the day straightvay 
appcin Led for Emma's purgation. 

In those days, if a person was accused or suspected of crime, which 
could not be fully proved, he was put to his ordeal or trial, either by fire 
or water. The ordeal by lire ivj- chiefly used for person* of rank. There 
were several kinds : the one which Emma underwent was, as follows : — 
Mine red-hot ploughshares were brought, forth, and laid ar, uneoual dis- 
tances, and then the accused person having bare feet and eyes close 
blinded lia.d to walk over them. If this was performed wilhuul, touching 
the shares, the accused was insfa.ul.ly declared innocent; if not, ot:ti,ty. 

A woman might avoid being put to this proof, if she could find a oham- 
pion to combat in her favour. Gunihbt appointed her dwarf when ac- 
Few could fail to find a protector, when their honour was thus 
ned; but Emma's whs a rare case, and she herself seems to have 
o confident in her innocence, as to challenge being put to the most 
extreme proof in her own person. 

Emma passed the night previous to her fiery trial in the Cathedral 
Church, where, at the tomb of St, Swithin, she remained in fervent 
prayer; she implored the aid of the Saint, and falling asleep was com- 
forted by a dream, or vision, in which thai. Holy Prelate appeared to her. 
saying, " Be then (inn, daughter, 1 am Swithin, whom thou hast enriched : 
fear not, when ihou passes!. !.hreu;;h the fire, it shall not hurt thee, for 
thy son lial.li done evil in this." Emma arose refreshed and comforted, 
and all the preparations being completed, was led into the Church, and 
thus addressed the King : — "' Lord and Son, I, that Emma, who bore 
and broinrht thee forth, and Alfred my sen, ). invoke God to bear witness 
in my person this day, may 1 perish, if what. h;is been charged against me, 

' Polydore Vergil, Fabian, Grafton, Stoive, Miluor, Boyle. 

' This is a new charge, of having attended die life of Edward himself, and 
Brompton also names it as such. 
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ever even entered my mind." The King, the Bishops, and an immense 

multitude of persons of ai! descriptions were assembled in the Cathedral 
to be spectators of the event. Tin: pavement of the nave having boon 
swept, nine ploughshares, red with heat, were placed in a line upon it; 
"and now .Emma,''' say the Chroniclers, !1 having again invoked the Al- 
mighty to deal with her accordingly, as she is innocent, or guilty, of the 
(■nines laid in her charge, prepares herself for the trial, by laying aside 
her robes, and baring her feel:. She is then conducted by Two Bishops, 
one having hold of each of her hands, to the glowing metal. In the 
meantime, the vaults of the Church thunder with l.ho voices of the as- 
sembled multitude, who, in loud shouts, call upon the Almighty to save 
the royal siiiferer, and [heir cries are echoed through the whole city, hy 
tho eii.uvds who were unable to gain admittance into the Church. She, 
herself, raising up her eyes to Heaven, and slowly walking on, thus 
makes her prayer: — '0 God, who didst save Susannah from the malice 
of the wicked elders, and the three children from the furnace of fire, 
sa.ve me for the sake of thy holy servant Switliiu, from the tire prepared 
for me.' In a word, she is seen to (read upon cueh of the burning irons, 
and is not even sensible that she had touched them, but addro-siug her- 
self to the Bishops, 'when shall I come to the ploughshares?' They 
turn round and show her that she has already passed them. The lamen- 
tations of the multitude then ceasing, the air resounds with acclamations 
of joy and thanksgiving, still louder than their firmer prayers had been. 
The King alone is found uvenvludmed with grief ami bathed in tears, 
lying upon the ground beside his chair, to whom Emma being conducted, 
he begs her forgiveness, in terms of the utmost humility and sorrow, for 
the injurious suspicious he had eui.ei-ia.iued concerning tier, and the rigour 
with which he had Treated her. Not content with this, he requires of 
her, and the liishops then present, to strike him with a wand, which, he 
presents to them. She accordingly gave her son three blows; when 
having embraced liim, both she and Bishop Alwyn were put into full 
possession of their former rights ami property, and ever after enjoyed the 
roya.l favor and respect, in the degree they merited." ' 

1 Circumstantial as this >h-:Mme narrative is, nio'lerii a nib ins have endeavoured to 
refute the s'.evy uln^ciiier, stilling that Kumar's accuser, Robert, to lihioketi whose 
character ii. was invcntoii, did not become Aroh'oisho|i of Canterbury till 10"iO; 
others have | .renounced ban i event i..u of later times, rest in « en suspicion- cviijer.ee, 
because tlic historians nearest, the time ihi not mime t.ho circumstance. The "En- 
comium Emma:," written by a monk of Emma's own times, would have been in 
this matter a. valoabic authority : bat bis record unluckily leaves off at the ac- 
cession of Ii.irdieanuto. The ~axon i airouiok, regarding b'.iiima as a private in- 
dividual, negleels te tiaiae the Tact, and l.be l.alin historians arc silent on a talc 
prejudicial lo Eiiivnvd. [Srmiij.il. ml, Kii yghloii, Kedborne, and tlsi psiield. relate 
tiic circvuest'i;e::c; and Kc,!ierl of teniccster, regarding it as a. well-known fact, 
gives it a. place, with uuic.li minuteness in his Chronicle. Itunulf lligilen, also a 
most: accurate l.istorian, related it at length in his I'olychrouie.e.i. in the middle 
of the fourteenth century. In liSiSS, nemo; the same leato, it was sung amongst 
other pe;. iilar songs relating to the history ef Winchester, in the I'rior's lialt 
th ure, at the translation of Orletou to that see. I'] very tiling co aside re i. the annuls 
of the ebuic.h where the event emu-red wore mesi likely ie eonlaio the lcciuil, 
as in ibis iuslaaec wes the case ; aici 1:00:1,0 Malnicsburv il.ies :n.: :ai o:.o.n the 

37 -2 
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The ploughshares over which Queen Emma had walked were, In mem- 
ory of her extraordinary deliverance, buried iu the west cloister of the 
Cathedral of Winchester. 

The Queen and Alwyn, in gratitude for their acquittal of crime, csoh 
made a donation to the same church. Emma hestowed on it nine manors 
in her own behalf. 

Alwyn likewise bestowed nine manors for himself. 

King Edward made a donation to Winchester Cathedral at the same 
time, consisting of three manors.' 

Emma, more fortunate even than her daughter Gunilda, thus triumph,-d 



ind the 



contending. 

The indignity of lier trial seems to have weighed heavily on her mind, 
and she buried her griof in (.ho retreat of the cloister of St. Mary of 
Winchester, where, in March, 1052, the year after her triumph, 5 she died. 
Her death is thus mentioned in the Saxon Chronicle : " This year, ill the 
second d:ty before the nones of Msin-h, died the aged lady, Eilgiva Emm*, 
the toother of King Edward and King IT a rdi Canute, the relict of King 
E'.helered and of King C'anut; and her body lies at Winchester, in the 
Old Minster, with King Canut." 

Emma was, must, probably by her own reouesl, buried bes : de her "Dan- 
ish husband; in this particular King I'klward testifying a respect he had 
tidied to show to his mother when living; thus the church that witnessed 
her trial, contained her remains. Her son Hardicanulc also rested in 
Winches-tor Cathedral, by the side of his parents. The tomb of Emma 

trisil, ho sink's thsi.t I!hiim was deie-ivi'd of her lands h\ tin> King. Tlic docu- 
isitijcs '-<: Winchester Githt'dral, moreover, rrr.iv* that, the Queen ten! p;:ven seve- 
ral mailers to that Church, which certainly sue uoulrj not have done if they mere 
not in her possession. — Milner. 

' Dugdale. 

* Bale says, " I do not find what became of the accusers of Qneen Emma.."— 
Historical Dictionary. 

' Lingard. 
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bore an in script ion in rude Latin linos, setting forth that (lie Queen win;- 
reposed there was wife to two, anil mother to two English monarchs. 1 
Emma was great-aunt to William the Conqueror, that King being 

.second cousin to her two suns, Edward (he Coiti'es.sor and lliirdie;i»ii1.u ; 
and, aa such, entitled fur more justly to the English crown than Harold , 
(he son of (Godwin, who built his claim on his own power, and bciiii; 
brother of the Confussor's childless mioeri, the fair and harshlv-treatcu 
Edith! 2 

1 HcllMVil. 

1 At the disastrous siege of Winchester, during (.ti e reign (if Stephen, the tomb 

of tjuoeii .Emma was dcstr'.yed, togelhcr ivith tint " Aliliiiy of tit. Mary, twenty 
churches, the r..,ynl palace, buely erected in that quarter, the monastery uf St. 
(iriiubab.l, (.lie suburbs uf Hyde, ami, in fact, nearly all [lie n, allium part of t.lm 
oity. The remains of rhe Queen were, however, preserved, and still vest wilr.iu 
tlie walls of the Abbey, to which she was so groat a bono ['actress. The screen 
which divides the sanctuary from the side aisles, bishop Fox crested in ](.i;>. 
and " on the top uf the iini-l.il.ioiL walls, and under the centre of each it roll above 
lire sis mortuary chests, of carved wood, p.ainted am] gilt, and sunn ..nil it ed wii.li 
crowns, '['hesc thesis ooutain (he remains of Snxun kings, preiatcs, and other 
aisTiie'.ubh.- i i'i'im :■. igcs interred in tl:t cathedraL, ami ale liie work of Pis.lo o 
Eox, who collected the hones ii-oru ancient lead eofiius, which arc sunpusod i": 
ha.vi) stood I'oriaeiiy iu a similar situation. 

The first chest from the ailar-screcn contains the bones of King Edred. ami 
the second ihose of .Edmund, son of Allied; tiie third cuufi.ius tliu mingled hones 
uf King Canute, of Queoo Emum, of King William 11',; Cub, and of Hi.-li.,n- W oj. 
and Alwyn. This ehest has two inscriptions in Latin to this oifeet. On one sh'.o 
is the following: — • 

" In thia, and in the other chest opposite, are the remaining bones of Canute 
and Kufus, Kings ; of Emma, Qaten ; and of Wina and Alwiu, Bishops." 

And on the other side of this chest is the inscription: — 

"In this chest, In the year of our Lord. JG01, were promisenoosly laid toge- 
ther the bones of princes and prelates, width had been scattered about, wi-.ii 
sacrilegious barbarity, in the year of our Lord, 1842." 

Bo that nineteen years from the second spoliation of Emma's resting-place had 
passe, I away he fore I he last merrol relics of the former iiii.r '- Pearl "f \or:':andi " 
were restored io a consecrated and titling jinsition. The purlin r;:e;:;nry soldie'---, 
by whom (he outrage had iieen commillod of ravaging 'i:e calaearal in io-12. com- 
mitted terrible depredations. " They broke in pieces the tarveil work of ihc 
choir, containing the story of the Old and Kew Testament, which was admiral;-.',- 
executed. They roially dosrro;,ed the ancient organ; seized the rich lapesny'. 
cushions, and vestments, in the choir, with the vessois of the allar; threw ilowu 
ih e couimnnion-t.abie, anil carrying oil' the rails which encompassed it, they bnrm 
them in their quarters. They found n great number of Popish books, pictures, 

and crucifixes, in tiit prebondal I scs, which, after n mock procession, were 

burnt, together with rhe orgau-pipes, in the street. They defaced mam- of iht 
monuments by t.enrir:g oil' their ancient brass inscriptions and orhcr oriiameuls. 
The;, niiliod down the mortuary ohesis conuiining the remains of Sjixoii kings. 
prelal.es, am! other distinguished personages, anil threw the bones at the stuint: i 
giiiss. which they destroyed throughout rhe church, with tin: exception of thai at 
the eastern window which had previously been taken out." 

The first ami second ehes's or. tin- south side contain, as before-noticed, The 
hones of ki;;gs Eared nr.il Eeunuid. The former, who was the youngest son of 
Edward this Eider, was interred in die cathedral by liii-eclion (.;' his r'rienu .Hi 
Dunstan, and the ches; I. as an inscription in Latin, thus rendered; — 
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The struggles anil vicissitudes of Queen Emma were many; and ber 

chancier is one., wliidi ctiviiiot be cud ten; plated without o.xeir.ing relloe.. 

" King Edree! H iert Ufi'i, In this tomb rests pious King lidred, who nobly 
governed this oountry of the Britons." 

P'.dmnnd, oldest son of AU'rcd the Croat, who was crowned and died during his 
father's life, was buried in tin; second chest. The Latin inscription runs thus in 
English : — 

■■ King [■khuum.l dioil a. u Ldtnuud, whom tills chest eon tains, and who 

swayed ire regal sceptre ichile bis fiitlicr was living, do then, Christ, receive." 

The third ohest, on the south sudd, appropriated to Queen l'ltmna, hits beou de- 
scribed ;jlf(!inlv nun-,' particularly ; m n..j the jiv.vi- chest froin the pulpit, on tins 
north side, with ils inscriptions, bones, ic., is similar to ir, 'Che second chest on 
the north side cos. t:.h;.s the rremiins of Kenowaldi, who. with his faiher Kinegils, 
re Im ilk- the cathedral ; ii ml those of Egbert, founder of our linglish monarchy. 
Oh. i side has :i. Latin inscription, tra.tislut.eil thus; ''King Kcniuph died a. n. 
7 1'J." And (lie other side tins this inscription : " King llgbert died ,i. n, fiS7. 
[iere King Egbert rissi-s, with King Kenuiph. .bach of ihciu bestowed upon us 
iiiiinilieent gifts." 

The third chose, containing the remains of Kit:e<;i!s. farhcr ol' ketiowaleh. the 
first Christian King of Wes-ex, and of St. V. thel wolf, fuher of Alfred tin; Great 
is thus inscriliod: — "King Kinogiis died A.D. (1-H ;" and on the other side, 
■' King Adulphns died Sf>7." In this ohest lie togcrlicr tlm [roios of kinogiis and 
Adulplms. The first was the founder, tins latter t.be benefactor, of this church.." 

The contents of these mortuary chests were examined a few years ago by 
I!er:ry Howard. Es'|., of Corby Castle, ami other t.nlonred ami learned gentlemen, 
l>:oni whoso iLoeonut the following was written liy the late Dr. Milncr, to whom 
the particulars of that- invest igate::) were forwarded ; — 

" The first chest from the altar-screen, on die smith side, inscribed Eilrcd, con- 
tains tiiiiny thigh bones and two skulls. The second chest, inscribed Edmund, 
contains five skulls, and three or four thigh-bones. One of the skulls, appears 
to hare belonged to a very old man ; nuoiher. a'.-o, belonged to a. very obi person. 
These, therefore, might lone belonged to Wina and Alwiti. The third eliesi on 
the south side, and the first chest from the pulpit, on the north side, bear the 
names of Canute. Eufus, Emma, Winn, Alwin, and Stignnd, Neither of these 
coniains any skulls; bat. they are foil of thigh anil leg hones; one set of which, 
in the third chest, is niiich smaller and weaker then the rest. This, with the 
scpeiroiiuerary skuiL it: the ci.cst imeiibed Cgboi r ami Konnlph, might possibly 
have belonged ;o C'u'oo [■noma. The chest just referred to is the see. mil from 
the pulpit, ami contains three skulls, one of which is very aiinl One thigh- 
bone, wanting a follow, is very stool, mid me:]. ores nearly tweuiy inches long, 
lint the two leg-bones, one it I' w'lieh is rather deformed, ami tiie two hip-bones 
belonging to this body, are in The chest, aioi answer exactly. There are also 
two other thigh-bones ami rwo leg-bones that pair: so that, with the exception 
of the third skull, these may be toe bones of the aforesaid kings. The third chest 
from the pulnit, :!>ori'i-;- I Kinogiis and Adulphus, contains two skulls and two 
s..es of [high and leg-bones. I'Voui a- measurement of the skulls and thighs, it 
no reared thai, t.hoy were about ihe ordinary si/e. It shouh.l be observed that, the 
skulls actually ai present in the chests are twelve in number, which is also the 
number of the names inscribed on the same chests. 

" On the tine screen ar the back nf die ca-. it alar el.apel in Wj T1 oh ester Ciitho- 
ilral. and opposite to the t'luhpol of the Virgin, is seen a range ol' canopied niches, 

bi which formerly stood s:.araes of the i st eminent Saxon kings, from Kinegiis 

to Sr. I'M ward, together will: Can ate. llardieanute, i.V,een kin. ma. nti-.l. with them, 
Christ and the Virgin Murv." 

Thus, huddled together, were the bones, of friends and enemies, as if to show 
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tioH. By turns triumphant anel persecuted, she offers a roinaihai '.e 
instance i'f perseverance, courage, Mill] ambition. Of huniiin failing si ■■■ 
Ltd her s-lare t licr virtues were i '1 iso!irod by her too great desire of power, 
and she sacrificed much to obtain the end to which all her aspirations 
were directed. The most pleasing feature in her disposition is, her 
attachment in her husband Canute ; with whose interests she identified 
herself, and fur whose soti she exerted all the energies of her powerful 
and active mind. She was loss just to her children by her first marriage, 
but the circumstances of the time are a strone excuse for her conduct io 
them, us, of course, the suspicion of her causing the death of one must 
be at once dismissed. 

That Emma was amongst the must remarkable personages of her 
period will be idle-wed by all, and her influence on the country over which 
she reigned, renders her biography one of the most interesting el' any of 
the British Queens. The name of Queen Emma has been kept alive by 
tradition, and has more than once " adorned a tale." 

As late as the year 1338, when Adam dc Orleton, Bishop of Win- 
chester, visited his cathedral priory of St. Swif.bin, in that city, a min- 
strel, named Herbert, was introduced, who snug (he song of Uolbrund, a 
Jhnisil giant, ami the rale of '■ Queen Emma delivered from the Plough- 
shares," in the hall of the Prior, Alexander de llerriard. 1 

:: com eat ions, ivliieii all lone i.iic 
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EDITIIA"THE GOOD." 

" Ji.iSH iimnnjr thorns".— TIavl Godwin's romantlo and eventful story — The Jar! 
Ulfin the forest — Tin; peasant-boy -Kina; (.^mule's now soldier— His advance- 
ment— Marries flitha ; made Hurl — 'I'hora and tbo sluve trade— Bristol the mart 
— Godwin's connexion with royalty -I'M Una's It.-hiIv ami meekness — The com- 
pact of Earl CI oil iv in— llelays of King Edward- His dislike to ihe match with 
Editha — Their roaiThiai'— Edward's col'lnoss — llres* and manners of the time 
—Splendour of priosrs— Wnlstan's reproof — Lor,;.- hair — Editha's humility— 
Her coronation— King Edward's vows. Unkind noss to Ids Queim— The Queen's 
spiritual friends— Westminster Abbey founded — Editha's pious donations — 
Leofrina's will— Cnvitms stone pieture on the serein at Westminster Abbey — ■ 

Quarrel of Tostig and Harold, when hoys, rejiresr 1— Installation of Loofric, 

Bishop of Exeter — Famine— I'M ward rcmirs tlio tax of l.)a nege.lt— Rupture witb 
.Karl Godwin — Flight of (j r.d win and his family to Kin riders— U is hamsbmem — 
Triumph of the MoiTnuns — Imprisonment oi'Vjufen Editha — In'sliop Hubert's 
accusation — A year of seelusion at Wberwcll — Weakness of Edward — God- 
win's triumphal return— Mc.-tm-a lion of his pmly- The Queen returns to Court 
—Her triumph — Earl Godwin's suddon death — Edward sends for the eon of 
Edmund Ironside- His arrival and doaili — Kditha aot-n-ed of cruelty— ltoyal 
chaplains— Dediealio.u of Walthain Abbey— Hmo-stidl— Havering Bower— The 
pilgrim and the ring — Dedication n: Si. 1'otor's, Westminster — Th« King's 
death — Harold sucoeods — iiiU-tle of Hastings — William the Conqueror — 
Editha' 8 epitaph. 

Amidst the scones id' strifo and bloodshed which marked the eleventh 
century, the aniiabie and genlle-nnmlod Queen Ediiha ;jj>po:trs indeed, :is 
one of our historians has observed, like "a rose among tbort-u." The 
placid and meek sport of party— her pious soul centred itself on that 
belter world where strife etilercih not, and iliseotdam passions cannot 
dwell. Happy ivas it for this fair English flower, that, for the sake of 
others, she could dwell resigned in the midst of false splendour, and close 
the portals of hoi' hoar! again;;, those nli'eet.ions, which, in too many eases, 
m.ike ns lose the thoughts of herealier, in the hvief and passing joys of an 
earthly lot. 

Editha was the daughter of that celehrnled " King-maker," Ear] God- 
win, who played so distinguished a part in the violent contentions of the 
Panes and .English which desolated the land for so many years. Her 
father's history is one of those which fill the pages of (he past with 
romantic incident. From a humble position, he rose, first by accident, 
and afterwards by his genius and Valour, to an equality with lnonarchs, 
tn whom he became allied, and his enormous power swayed the destinies 
of nations, wdiile kings wore playthings in his hands. 

After ono of the live famous battles fought against the Danes by Ed- 

I* 38 ) 
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mund Ironside, in which that warlike prince had rescued London, and 
retrieved tin: wavering fortunes of Ids country, 1 a Danish jar], named 
Ulf, who had escaped from the scene of contest to a distance from bis 
follower, lost liis way in a wood, where, after wandering ahout through 
the whole night, he encountered at break of day, ;t young peasant w;lli a 
drove of oxen : — "Ulf. haying saluted him," says the chronicler, "in- 
quired Ids name. ' 1 am called Godwin, son of Ulfnoth,' answered the 
shonhonl, ' and thou, if I mistake not, art of the Danish army V Thus 
forced to confess who he was, the Dane entreated the young man to 
inform him of his distance from the vessels which wore stationed in the 
Severn or neighbouring rivers, and the road he ought to pursue to gain 
them. ' Foolish indeed,' replied Godwin, 'is the Dane who expects his 
safety fibril a Saxon.' Ulf besought, the shepherd, nevertheless, to leave 
Ins cuttle and tniide him, making him those promises of reward whdeh 
would be likely to influence a poor and simple-minded man. ' The way- 
is not long,' returned the Saxon, ' but it would be dangerous for me to 
lead thee iino it. The peasants, encouraged by our victory of yesterday, 
are armed throughout the country, and would show no favour, neither to 
thee, nor to thy guide.' . 

"On this, the chief took a gold rin.1 from his linger, ami offered it to 
the peasant, who took it, and after contemplating it for a few meioenrs, 
gave" it back to him, saying, ' T will lake nothing from thee, but I will try 
to conduct thee. 

"They passed the dav in the cottage of l.dfnoth, Godwin s lather; at 
r.idi' when they were departing, the old man said to the Dane, ' Know, 
thai if is my only son who trusts himself to thy honour: there will be 
no safety for him amongst Ids countrymen when he lias served thee as a 
guide ; present him, therefore, to thy King, that ho may receive him 
into bie service.' . ,.,,,. . 

"Ulf promised this and much more for Godwin, ami be ken, ins word. 
\Y1 e'i th.'V arrived at the .Danish camp, he made the peasant's son sit m 
l,i« tent, on a seal, as elevated as his own, and treated him in every re- 
spect as his son. lie obtained a military command lor him irnm King 
Connie, and in process of lime, this identical Saxon shepherd rose to the 
rank of governor of a province in England, which was ocoupien oy the 
Dimes, and w:ts afterwards destined twice to destroy the foreign power by 
which be had risen. 

"Godwin from the first, by his promptitude and Velr.ess. rendered 
service lo Canute, and one of his early services was rewarded by the rank 
of Krrl This was on the occasion of Canute, then in Denmark, under- 
Hkiii- a cvnpni™ against the Tends. A battle was lixed for a certain 
,:,.,- „i,!, Hi.- oarbimans. but Godwin, seeing that it was dangerous fo 
l„:;.'ti,„o, ventured without the King's knowledge, to attack the enemy 
the ni-dd before, whom he entirely rooted ami put lo flight, thereby ren- 
dering an essential benefit to the cause of ins commander, whoso gratitude 

" On Canute's return to England the following spring, the coi;irdos_nf 
1 Knytlinga Siiga. 
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Kent. Rn^cs, and Surrey were given to the new Ear! ; and his services 
were, shortly after, further rewarded by the hand of Gyda, sister of Karl 
Ulphou,' who afterwards became mother of n numerous and promising 
family, arid nf these, one daughlcr, bearing the maternal name of Gyda. 
— Editha, was destined to become the Queen-Consort of Edward the 



Godwin hud previously been married to a Danish princess, named 
Tliora, by whom he had nu only son afterwards drowned in the river 
Thames, into which be was thrown by an nnmly horse. Thorn is said 
to have been nearly related to Canute; she was not, however, the mother 
of Editha, nor is it desirable to know more of her, as she is described as 
" a woman of much infamy, for lire trade she drove of buying up English 
youths and maids to sell in Denmark, whereof she made great gain, but 
ere long was struck with thunder and died."* 

The laws of Ethelre.d prove the horrible state of barbarity and cruelty 
existing in the country at this period ; and the sermon extant of Lupus, 
(Bishop Wulfstrm) writ-tun against the atrocities committed, is another 
evidence of the fearful consequence of the unsettled state of society. A 
traffic in slaves was mimed on to an enormous extent. Bristol being one 
of the great marls, gaining at that early time a remarkable celebrity 
which the city kept to a title period, deserving the reproach of " ber 
stones being cemented with blood." Greater cruelties were practised in 
England than iimongst negro tribes, " brother sold brother, the father his 
son, the son his mother." 3 

Both Godwin's wives are spoken of as related to Sweyn, King of Den- 
mark. According to Snorro, Ulf and his sister Gyda.'were children of 
Tliorkel Sprakalegg; "Ulf had been placed over "Denmark by Canute 
during bis absence in England, tie bring the husband of Esirida," Canute's 
sister, the repudiated Duchess of Normandy, who at the time of Queen 
Emma's espousals had beeu united to her brother. The hand of Ulf's 
sister. Gyda, was, therefore, likely to be the coveted prize of many a 
Saxon and Danish chief. By this alliance, Godwin beheld himself a 
second time closely united to both the lilnglish and Danish royal families, 
and with the children of Ethelred and Canute : and Sweyn IJifson, after- 
wards King of Denmark, nephew of his wife Gyda, connected him still 
further with that country. 

Queen Edltha is universally represented a.s possessing great beauty and 
accomplishments. The ambhious views, as well as affection of ber parents, 
had induced then) to bestow on her an education surpassing thai, of her 
sex in general." She had been brought up in the 3:lona.sto.ry of Wilton, 
uisiiegoishcd for its learning, «nd afterwurds noted as the spot selected 
for the education of ''Good Queen Maude," wife of King Henry the 
First. While still at. Wilton, Editha became remarkable for" tier acquire- 
ments, having a knowledge of Looks rarely attained in any age. As an 
instance of her taste for literature, Ingniplms relates that when he was. 
a boy, bis father being at. King Edward's court, he had many interviews 

' Snorro. * Milton. • Lappenberg. 

* Burke's English History, Holinslied and others. 
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with the Queen, who would often stop him as he came from school, make 
him repeat his lesson, ask bim (.jiiofjt.ioris in grammar and logic, anil as a 
reward eivc him '■ a few pieeos of silver, and send him to the larder." ' 
ft romp! on tells i;s that "her breast was a storehouse of all liberal science," 
in which she differed greatly from the other members of lier family, for 
neither Godwin nor his sons had any pretensions to literature. All our 
writers concur in praising ber mental acquirements. Malmcs-bury calls 
her " a woman whose bosom was the school of every liberal art, though 
little skilled in earthly matters: on seeing her, if you were amazed at 
her erudition, yon must absoluney languish for the purity of her mind 
and the beauty of her person." 

Editha had been instructed in the popular art of needlework, in which 
she became quite a proficient. With her own Iva'.aU t J j ■ - Ij.oeeu is said lo 
haye wrought the magnificent robes 3 in which King Edward was aecus- 
tomed to array himself on his collar-days or other great occashms; these 
were embroidered with gold in tiie inosr. suinpiuous uia.oncr. This King 
is described as being tali and well made in person, and possessing a white 
skin, fair hair, and a rosy complexion. I<kiward, in spite of his sanctity, 
delighted in the pomp of dress, in which he was not superior to the young 
men of bis day. The age was one of singular ta.ste for finery, oven the 
clergy studying dres.s as much as the laity, and seeking to adorn then' 
mbes with richer furs than those worn by their neighbours. For thia 
these prelates Were reproved by Bishop Wulstan in these words : Ilelieve, 
rue, T never heard chanted (\iitnf /.),-;■/, but Agnus Dei." 5 Wulstan also 
boldly inveighed against, the effeminate practice, then fashionable, of wear- 
ing long hair. When any one came to him to receive a blessing, and 
bowed down bis head for that purpose, Wulstan, before lie gave it, cut 
off a lock of his hair with a little sharp knife that be carried about bin:, 
and commanded him, by way of penance, to cut the remainder in a 
similar manner, denouncing heavy judgments ag'ainsl. those udio neglected 
to attend to his injunction. 4 The Saxon method of cut.i.ing and arranging 
the hair in the iV.iirili century had the effect of enlarging the apoearauec 
of the face anil diminishing the head. At a later period it was worn 

' Limutrd. 

'The Domesday Book reeords '.tint Leivede. a Wiltshire maiden, wrought in 
the time (if Kin;; Edward ,jurJrisi'i.,n for ttm Kinjr and Queen. This win a species 
of jmhl ii'irk, so miieii tamed, tlial tins same [ici-snn iielil IjiiJf'n tiiiie of land in 
Hunks, the grant of Oodrei, the sheriff, that she might teach his daughter 10 
make !■?;/■/■■.';.'.(, tVir laany centuries it was in fashion, 'the oopiisit.e work of 
.Kiiitha has hecu notieee, and tbe garments e.f the Saseu hustaacs were a siilyjout 
of surprise to the. Nfiriiiinss, ns die t'oo'iuerar's chap in in tells us : sumc of these 
specimens n: needlework were left by (J.acon Matilda in her will to the .Abbey ot' 
the Holj Trinity of Caen. 

1 Green's Worcester, p. 7. 

1 Pictures of Edward the On lessor and his Queen Editha, may "be seen in Du- 

carel's Anglo-Nnt : Anti-unities, in Strati's Ureal and "Keokshistical jltitiipui- 

nuii.ies, and also in Gtskm's (lohlen Legend, llarohl's picture may also be seen 
in belli these works. (MwLi.nl tin; Curl feasor, us appears by his seal in Speed, 
wore very short cropped hair, but whiskers anil beard eseeedin;dy long.— Peck'i 
Desiderata Curiosa. 
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diffused upon the shoulders, and the man who seized another 



or buckle. The edges and bottoms of their coats, us well as of their 
rubes, were often trimmed with a, broad gold edging, or else flowered with 
dillernit colours. 

The soldiers and common people wore close cloaks reaching only to 
the kr.ee, and a short cloak over the left shoulder, which buckled on" the 
right; this clunk was often trimmed with an edging of gold. The kings 
and willies, also, in common were habited in a dress very similar to this, 
only richer and more elegant, 2 

Editha, notwithstanding her great elevation, is said to have been 
''very humble, and at variance with no one." This ''very beautiful, 
virtuous, and chaste princess was wholly cxemrit from the savage pride 
which distinguished her whole family, 3 and in a court tilled ivir-li strife and 
contention behaved wit.li mildness and benevolence to all around her; so 
that, however hosille the ancient writers have shown themselves to Cod- 
win and his sons, they have done justice to Editha." 

She deserved a better fate than to be united to a man who did not ap- 
preciate her virtues and who never could dissociate her from her father, 
whom he bated, suspecting or affecting to suspect him, to the hist, of the 
murder of his brother, Prince Alfred. Edward was almost forced into 
his union with Editha, and was perfectly aware of Godwin's ambitious 
motives in raising his daughter to the throne of England. It was only 
on the condition of his promise of marriage with her, that the powerful 
Earl restored him. 

Edward resembled his father in disposition, having a weak constitution 
by nature, and a narrow genius, so that it waa not difficult, for those who 
bad their own private- ends to promote, to obtain an ascendency over bis 
mind. As for Godwin, he bad so much power at court, that aa much 
deference was paid to him aa to the King himself, although no real 
friendship e.\isi.ed between the Earl and his royal master. Ou one point 
the King was ijuite resolved, and that was to put off his marriage* with 
Edirha as long as possible, probably with a hope of evading it altogether. 
Pretest after pretest was devised as an excuse tor this delay ; but at 
length, at the expiration of two years, be was obliged to redeem the 
pledge he had given. 

1 Turner's Anglo-Saxons. " Sti'utt. s Lingard. 
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The nuptials were, solemnised " ten days before Candlemas,'" A. D. 

104 !. Edward being then in the forty-fouiT.h year of ids ago, much older 
than his bride. Although the fact is not exactly stated, it may bo pre- 
sumed that all the proud Godwin family were present at these triumphant 
espousals, including Githa and the many brother!; of Editha, who are 
Mid afterwards to have obtained favour in the eyes of the King their 
brother in-law, or, at least, to have appeared to do so. 

The coronation of Editha sunn followed, another triumph to (lie ambi- 
tions aspirations of Karl Godwin, whose aim was thus completely attained. 
A curious commentary on tin: deceptive glory of human su trusses is 
adoi-dod in an account of the crown worn by Queen Kdit.ha on this and 
other state occasions : it is described in :ui inventory of that part of the 
regalia, now removed from Westminster to the Tower Jewel House : — 

"< Queen Editha' = crowne, formerly thought to he of massy gould, but 
upon Iriall foutjd to he of silver gilt, enriched with garnetls, fordo pearle, 
Siipliire.-. and some odd stones, p. <>'/.. 50j, valued at £16." 

If this account be tTue, it would almost seem as if Edward had 
intended thus early to affront the pride of the Godwin family , but it is 
more iikely that there was another crown used on the. occasion, and that 
this was not the only one possessed by the Queen; or it might be, that 
the jewels had been elnmged. It i.s interesting to trace ba.el; to this epoch 
those different portions of" the modern regalia which are used at the coro- 
nation of our English sovereigns :~ the Sword, the Sceptre, the Orb, the 
King, &.<:., are ail derived from Anglo-Savm customs, at the ceremony of 
coronation. The investiture by the ring was one of the most ancient 
ways of conferring dignity, and the ancient Coronation King is called also 
"The Wedding iling'of "England." The queen consort had also a ring 
provided for her coronation, which is of gold, with a large table ruby set 
therein, ami sixteen other small rabies set round about the ring, of which 
those next to the se'ting are l.hf largest, the rest diminishing in propor- 
tion. That the sword was carried al. Arthur's Coronation has been already 
mentioned, and not one only, but four several swords, each borne by a. 
separate person. There are "still four swords used in the coronation of a 
British sovereign : 1st. The Sword of State ; id. The Ourtaua, or point- 
less Sword of "Mercy; 3d. The Sword of Spiritual Justice; 4th. The 
Sword of Justice of the Temporality. 

At Queen Gueuever's Coronation, four queens bore each in their hand 
a white pigeon, having, probably, an allusion to the feast of Pentecost, 
Whfdier the dove which surmounts the sceptre of the moliarehs of 
Britain hai the same allusion it is difficult to say. The first House ot 
French Kings always bore for a staff a golden rod, being crooked at. one 
end, to resemble the crosier or pastoral stall', and was the same height as 
the King who bore it. The Queen-Consort of England has a Virga or 
Ivory Bed, garnished with gold, rather more than a yard long, s 
by a dove enamelled white. 

St. Edward's Staff, so named from the husband of Editha, is 
ried before the English sovereigns in the coronation procession. 
~ ' Saxon Chronicle. a Lingard. 
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golden soeptre or staff, four foot eleven inches long, laving a foot of steel, 
■bout t,,„ inches in length, with a mound ,„J , cr„, „ ,|,e ,„„ It j. 
ofcmt il, ra garters ef .n inoh in diameter, and the mi, „,. 
Ot gold. 

From Edward the Confessor's time alsn, every English sovereign has 
I'd i, represented nn „1, „ o, ,,•,!, ,, l,,,.,,.:, ,, „ ',,, , ; , „ ■ ,", . 
.,,, i ^ eeis .is nc.uing e globe in the .oil imnd. 

11.0 el. or globe was a.™,,,,., b, A„g„.|,„, ,h, ]!„„,„ Emperor. „„1 
.1 .-J (in. .nine, end „o,,l„„l „,„,„r„I J,,,,,;,,;™. (Wnnitiue. ,,„, 
t,-l I [,,'H „„, Fuoperor ndJod i, e,„„ t„ ,1„, gl„be. Tho slatno . ,' .To-, 
tuna,, is thus described: " In his loft louid ho bold n „lo'oo, in whioh s 

cross was bxc, which showed that bj faith in tho cross,' he was „„, , r 

ot ,bo earth. I,,,- the gloho denotes die earth, which is of bee i'oo, ■ 

sod (lie cess denotes fahh. because tied in tho lleeh wss nailed to it " ' 

it ought h„ve boon espeeted Hist Edward', „i„„„ with a princes. ,.,.. 

.esse,! ,,[ „, „„i,, y sliriictics. and such s,v uoss of disposition „s Ebulu, 

would Ice, sol, cod his feelings Inwards the floclwie hi y ,,,:,; ,, y ,]o- 

1J..-7 .,.„.„. Ins re.eotmenl, on the oontrsrj, it proeed bat ,i,c cause 
of lush -tiife will, tho Earl, and the hatred of the Kin. l,„,i, l,„„ 
se, mod IrauJciicI but the „„„c bi„„lj ,„ hi, d.ngl,,,,,-, l,,e„„sc il eonld 
unit 1c shown ,n that way. Edbha. cull never ac,|u,„, eith, , ibe alien- 
lion- or coiihoeuee of her bu.bsud, and, hi. lard, o„p,i„l, „„].,„„„, ,|, 
the King, sir iron, evmeiug any ice lb, Euitlui, did not liciil he as hi, 

ml.,; so that a ugh f„„ «,f ,„c powerful Earl, he, father, delerred 

K'lw.id una, discai g K , tVon, his throne, the mairiaoe y„. a n c 

matter o, (ore, ; ,ho„gh atlributino 1,1s c blot to an excess of sclbooue. 

tion the iiil„, of Saint and Confessor were afterwards eoeoidcl to hi,,, 
by the ,„,„,,;, -1, eluooielors, and the most extravagant praises lavished „,, 
he mtuou- eveoplo set by him, an example which, la those ages, called 

''f' 1 o'.iuabli animation. 1 it is indeed reoorded, that at the time, 

when Edward was luipoisoncd by his oouncil to many lie him,, if Jis 
cosed to Edilba that he had bound himself to a life of colibaev end 
should merely place her by bis side on the throne : " Willi,.,,, „f >l„i„„„. 
bury ucclarc, be never could diseoeer whether, ,„ this instance, Klw.rd 
acted Iron, dislike to lou family, which be made,, fly ,p,scubled from the 
exigency of lb,, tuoes, nr from mntives of a picas nature ,„ bu, auihors 
generally attribute l„s conduct ratio, to the firs,; cause.' The snnnhored 

aversion oe onterla.uod for tho Earl, was repeatedly exhibit n hi- 

treatment of Edilha, his nninn with hot being a defy , count,., ",,„,.,, 
shown, e lb,, liar and forced submission undue which he writhed The 
gentle tjueen resigned herself without a murmur tu her l„„b„i d', fl 
„y,u„,e„t, and when she f mud all her endeavours to win tin, s.T,.o,i„r. 
ol Edwaru proved limitless, she tueiicl her thoughts solely to rclenoo 

and ceosoled hce.elf be peifonuing „cts of devotion. SI ",,, „„ 'i „o 

SO la, a, to Sly that Euule, was pcfl etly agrco.ble to Kim; Edwael. but 
tlun her to,.;, being |.l,e same as hi, owe. they mutually agreed to live 
on those distant tortus. Edward was popular with the whole nation, and 
he is represented by hi, Mends, the innnts, .., possessed of such great 
' Hume, William of Malmesbary. ' Liugard. ' Holmslusi • Grafton. 
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patience, that he could scarcely ever be put in a passion. 1 He w88, be- 
lies, the "father of the poor, ami proteotor of the weak, more wdhng 
to -ivo than to receive, and better pleased to pardon than to punish. 
The Queen is said also to have distinguished herself by her generosity. 

In one point, certainly, Edward and Id? Queen were agreed, the pat- 
r.ma^e of the church and its holy prelate?. Leofstari, Abb.it ot ht. 
Ajham's, is spoken of as the friend, confessor, and counsellor of both 
J'dward'aml Ediths: 3 to the former ho filial the office of chaplain, and 
between this prelate and Queen Edith a was a strict, friendship. 3 _ 

■\n old re-dster of the Church of Worcester testifies him- " .\»ohnu 
Dean of Wmcesl.er, and his brother Ordrie, gave three lassats ot hmd wj 
Omdicotan to the monks there, which grant is confirmed by Edward, 
ami thou Queen Editba." 5 

One of the earliest undenakincs of Iviny l-.owavd ah.cr his marriage, 
was the foundation of thai, noble structure, the Abbey of \\ eslnunster. 
While vet an exile in Normandy, the son of Ethelred had voweu in 
■ ■a^. of "bis obtaining the orown of his ancestors, that he would umler- 
,,,1,-e a pii-rhnaae to Home; and now that he was firmly mv...l <>n the 
throne, he did not fur-int this vow. Tt had been a sublet ol meditation 
until (he year 1043, when lie summoned his nobles and clergy, ami m- 
jornied them of his intentions. It was suggested that lo go to l.ome in 
person, would be Jangerons both to himself and to his kingdom, bu, that 
ambassadors should be sent to the Pope to obtain a dispensation. J his 
advice was adoptod hv Edward, and the dispensation grantee on condi- 
tion that the money intended to be spent on the journey should be iiivon 
,o the poor, and that the Kin- should eilher creel a new ni<«iii = :<-ry, or 

, u , 'ome old one to the honour of St. Peter. On this Kin;; Elward 

e;,M,rd his whole estates and possessions to be deemed, ami appropriated 
,o 1l,o t ailing down the ruined Sax m CUim.-h which King Ngeb. rt had 
built, ft .nl electing in the same place a stalely fabric, instead oi the 
money hem,, upended, as he hud purposed, in a pilgrimage to ,!«. 

The earliest charter to the monastery is dated a. d u4:>, ami signed 
1.,-- i , ,he King, then hv his im Iher '■ Alfghha, and tliiroh l.y hdn.ua, 
'„:,<),■.•,.,, It would, therefore, seem that both ladies were present, at 
r,e donation of the charter, and that, the proud Norman widow ot h.timl- 
r,d ftiid Ciftunle took precedence in this instance, as perhaps m others, oi 
1,0, ,,.utie danghl. r-mdaw, the ehild of her old rival Godwin. _ 
Edward id t 1 .1 ( U u h t - M u t i i 

' ' ' — ' u of St. Margaret standing ill 

; cted for the Abbey of St. 
i, and the present building 

>as certainly the great event 
twenty years, and was only 
e King was occupied in di- 
n object zealously seconded 

• Wearer, 
n. ■ Dart's W 
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by his amiable consort, Kilil.hu began ami completed an Abbey of atone 
at Wilton, in lieu of the wooden one in which she had boon educated; 
most of the early 8:ixnn buildings Icing construcied of wood; ' this cir- 
cumstance marks the Queen's attachment to l.lie .sp.it in which her earlier 
years, probably the happiest portion of her life, had been passed.* 

Editha appears to have had consider,! bio property in Kngland for her 
own private: use, so that she was able to indulge her wishesiu respect to 
pious donations and charities. 

Her estates were very numerous, and situated in almost every county 
iu I'm-hmd. Tn Somerselshire alone, she held Milverton, Twivcrtou, 
I'rewkerne, Luckhara, Bruiton, and Ohewton Al.etjdip, manors which 
yielded an annual sum of 1007. 3 Martoek likewise, aiso in the same 
county, and Cauioi-Queen-, to named iVum being vested in the queens of 
this realm. This place, at the Norman Survey, yielded 23?. of white 
money. Kivonhall, in .Kssex, also formed part' of hidii.ha's estates; so 
also was Until (called Bade in Bomcsdiiy Book). Wycombe, in Uueks, 
which was worth 121. per annum, behmged to Editha- and Uui.hrie IiL-ld 
that manor, as her tenant,' during Edward's reign. 

Notwithstanding she was the possessor oi' all these rich territories 
Editha, on one occasion, manifests something of the acquisitive spirit 
of the Godwin rate iu hiving claim to the town of Fishertou, which Lco- 
frina, "a London Lady," had bequeathed by her will to the Abbey of 
I'eterborouyb. hklithn disputed this donation, and laid claim to the 
village in question, whieh she pretended T.eofrina. had decreed to her. 
A contest ensued, which terminated iu the Abbey paying forty marks of 
gold to the Queen, and forty marks more in the ornuru'ents uf the church."' 
Lcofrina was on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, at the time of her death. 
about a. I). 1060. Shu is noticed by Stowe among his " Worthy Acts of 
Women." 9 

'_' The royal duty or revenue, known by tho name of Queen Gold, and 
which belongs to every queen of ringhmd during her marriage to the 
king, was first paid to Queen Editha. This money is due and payable 
by persons in this kingdom and Ireland, on divers grants of the kin!', by- 
way of fine or oblation, &c, and is one full tenth part above the entire 
lines on pardons, contracts, or agreements, which becomes a real debt, to 
the queen, by the name of Aui.tUM Ukiunje, upon the party's bare agree- 
ment with the king for his fine, and recording the same." ' 

1 Wilton nunnery was first built by St. Aibiirg, sister of Egbert, for ,u; abbess 
and twelve nuns; the number of the latter was immured by "Alfred the Grent in 
twenty -six. 

1 Domesday Book, llritton ami l.lra.Wcy, Collinson. 

a Ciimileii rchilcs. this on the authority of Mr. Umicu in his account of Wilton, 
That uiiliior says he found it. in a Life of Edward 11ns Confessor.. --JJugdala. 

' Iiiwgley's History and Antiquities of Dosborough. 

' Stowa'a London. a Ency. Brit. 

' Sehlen, who names the duty ca'ted " Ainnm Regie a.'," mentioning [.tie foliow- 
in ; o v.i L\ i I.Li.Of attached tulin; ijsici'tiiy diguiues in England : ■ ■■ lliveis'u-ieroga lives 
alse lire allowed in our laws to tie; (iiiece-wife. as those uf ina'dng gii'1; .ir oon- 
traeta, or suing without the King, and receiving by gift from her husband (which 
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For some time after the marriage of Edward, peace was preserved 
between him and Earl Godwin, wln.se family wove admitted to familiar 
communion with him and the Queen. During this interval, an incident 
occurred considered so worthy of note at the time as to be recorded in 
imperishable stone. It is re pre sailed in the eighth compartment of the 
screen of King Edward the Confessor, in Westminster Abbey, 1 and pre- 
sents to the eye. as well as to the mind, a picture of manners very remark- 
able. Tosli and Harold, the sons of Godwin, had a qnarrei at the King's 
table; and, in the sculpture, '■' the contending brothers are shown in the 
foreground' of the design, whilst Karl Godwin and the King and Queen 
are on the opposite side of a table, on which is a covered cup, with several 
articles of food." The quarrel between the sons of Godwin, who were yet 
boys, arose in consequence of the envious jealousy of Tost) at the Kin^s 
drinking to Harold, his younger brother, in preference to himself. 
Harold, by superior strength, after Tosli had caught him by the hair and 
pulled him violently to the ground, recovered his tout, " and laved 'nightie 
blowes-upon his brother, so' that Ihe King himself was fayne to put his 
baud and to separate them." 2 He then foretold the calamities which 
would befall the realm through the contention of the brothers, when 
arrived at manhood, and intimated their uulimely and respective fates. 
The outline of this relation is corroborated by different historians. The 
designs for the singular seulpturos upon the screen in Westminster Abbey 
have been chiefly dedueed from Ailred's account of the Life and Miracles 
of King Edward, which was written in the time of Henry IT... and pre- 
sented to tliat monarch by Abbot Lawrance, on the very day, a. d. 1163, 
wheu, in honour of his recent canonization, the Confessor's remains were 
removed into a new shi'ine." . 

One of the remarkable and interesting records left, of Queen KJitha is 
that which concerns the Instalhuon of Eeofrie, as first Bishop of Exeter. 
King Edward removed the .Bishop's See from St. Gcrmanus, at (.Vod;ton, 
to Exeter; and Editba, with her husband, assisted to insta.l l.eofric, 
already Lord Chancellor of England and a member of the King's Priv y 

no other fa„i.me covcrlc tiii.v do 1 ., having Imv courts and oncers, as if slip wore a 
sole person: -Jv.il if the Kin- It .-di« be pbdulv:f, the summons in l!:e infers.- need 
rot have llii- -aleumiu of lifteen day*, wlikili is extemU'i.i also to their ehddreu, 
brothers, sister-, ami & ,;es puna*, as IJraolon says, and sueh like. It is also trea- 
son to plot against, tier life.''— Siddfn's 'fides uf Honour. 

Tiie dutv was. suspended during the reikis of UMwai'd VI., Mary and i:i.,-il:rt::, 
there LeaiV v.'i Quoou-eousorl f.o-sisrv years: it was claimed by the Queens of 
James the i' : .nt end Charles tlio First. — fen- li. Ellis's Intro Line turn to lmmesday 
Book. 

' Lambard's Topottmp.hieiLl Died oils ry, article " Wynsore." That tho i*neeu 

was rua-ent wl Harold and 'fusi.i ,|ii:irvela:d is confirmed by i.'ax:ou. llolius- 

hcl sa.vs it happened at Winder 1.li« last year of IMward's reign. A Mr 1 . »v:rt™ 
in die nine of L'dwavd the first, ami d.r.miuided with great rare. lvpivsoats dim 
1-iin .11- .|iiarjav and has been c..i]-:«il i» Sjlrur.t's l.e-ol and Ecclesiastical Aid i:. in- 
ties viiere nniv he seen die ui.. laro ..f Queen Editha. .Simrro tells us that Harold, 
(iodwie's corniest son, •■ was ur,uvhl up at Kdward's eouri. ami w..s :..- ieuor- 
bou. The King loved him very modi, aud kept him as Ins own sou, fur he had 

1 Naale's Westminster Abbey. 
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Council, as the first abbot of tb.it church. The installation took place on 
the 27th of May, a. d. 1049, in the sixth year of the reign of Edward. 

As an instance of the great favour and honour which the bishop received 
from boil; (be King and Queen at. his instalment, we may quote the words 
of King Ed ward's Charter, viz.: " T, King Edward, taking 'Bishop Leofriu 
by tbe right band, and Elith, my Queen, by the left, do install him tha 
first and most famous .Bishop of Exeter, with a great desire of abundance 
of blessings to all such as should further and increase the Same; but with 
u fearful and execrable eurse upon all such as should diminish or take 
anything from it;" and within tbe choir, adjoining the- high altar, is a 
monument, fairly arched, and under the same arch are three seats with 
side pillars of brass, erected tvi memory of the said King Edward, Edith 
his Queen, and Leofric, tbe first Bishop of Exeter; the middle of them 
being the sea: of tbe said bishop, sitting in bis pontificals between the 
King and the Queen. 1 

The year 1051 ! was signalized by one of the most dreadful famines 
ever known in England. A quarter of wheat rose to sixty pennies, a sum 
equal to fifteen sbi Kings of our present money; consequently it was as dear 
if it now cost 11. 10s., and far exceeded that great dearth hi the reign of 
Qaeen Elizabeth, when a quarter of wheat, was sold for to? Thousands 
were perishing for waist, and it was (lie sight of r.he misery of tbe people 
on this occasion that led tbe King to repeal tbe heavy 'and odious tax 
called the Dauegelt* The mind of Edward was first attracted to the 
circumslance by his Queen Krlit.hu; who, one day, aecompanied bv her 
brother Harold, conducted him into the roval treasury, where the vast 
amount of this collected tax bad been deposited. Edward was so affected 
by tbe sight, of this large sum at such a moment of national affliction, 
t.h;il bo immediately ordered the money to be restored to ii.s former owners, 
and no more to be raised on such an assessment. Few incidents in the 
life of Edn.iui show her character in a more humane and aniial.de light 
than this instance of blessed pity. 

In tbe year previous to ihe famine, an opesi rupture took plane between 
Earl Godwin and tbe King, on tbe occasion of Eustace, Earl of Boulogne, 
the husband of Coda, King Edward's sister, having lauded at Dover, and 
unjustly and tyra.nnously treating ihe iuiiabitants — forcing them to pro- 
vide dwellings for himself and his men — a fray with tbe townsmen 
ensuing, in which many were killed. The foreigners, bring overcome hy 
ll,e people of l.ke country after a loss of eighty men, lied to (ihmecster 
to the King, complaining of their wrongs. Earl Grmiwin, who took the 
part of the English, but could not convince King Edward, assembled a 
large army and inarched into Gloucestershire, threatening to make war 
on his sovereign unless Eustace and all his men were delivered into his 

' Ihigiliilc, Vv'ccvi.'r, Isjuicks's Antiquities of .F.si.'ter, Speed. 

1 A snow-se-rm fell this year, in Jaunty, so oe'iv> tlnit it civered fie ground 
to llic mij'llt .if .il'itrcli, oaosini; cuttle ami fowls in al.nunl.'uicc t.o porisfi; ami 
die nest j ■■:. r iva-s rornnrkablc f...r an caitlnpiakL., ami livlituioiis ',1 liii;!i Ijurnt up 
tin! eoniiitmls and produced a dearth.— Iluivcl, lied. Hist. Angl. 

' Hmue. * Uoveiieji nod luyulplms. bliition Turner. 



<:::, GOOglC 



ED IT HA. 449 

hands. The King refused, and coiniiuiridiv' Godwin to repair to court 
acid account for kis conduct. The royal order no! being obeyed, .Edward, 
by sentence of his court, hunishud Godwin and hi- live sons IVuih Euglund. 
Accordingly, the Earl and kis wife, their sin Tosti and his wife Judith, 
daughter of .Baldwin Ear. of Flanders. wit.li Sivcyn ami Garth, also sons 
of Godwin, tool; shipping, wjl.li immense treasures, and went, to Flanders, 
to Earl .Baldwin. Harold and Leefwin went to lirislol. ami crossed the 
eea into Ireland : there they took refuge with Kin" Tlonouoh, who is said 
to have e-pousod Driclla, their sister. The Iri di King received his English 
relatives wirh nmeh honour, and they renamed in Ireland all that, win- 
ter, "on the Kind's security.'' The following year, Donough assis'cd 
tkem with a squadron of nine ships, or, as some say, a considerable body 
of hind forces, wiili which tlioy niM.de a successful landing in llritain.' 
Of Donough, it is related thai, ho cither int reduced first into Ireland, or 
encouraged, the custom of celebrating games or athletic sport.s on the 
Sabbatii-dtiy; the oust us, or doves used by the pugilists, being distri- 
buted, as it is said, iu the King's own mansion, J perhaps, by the hand of 
the fair Driclla. This was plainly done in licnoitr of the day, and not a 
desecration of its duties; for, another author tells us thai this king was 
a scrupulous observer of the Sabbath, and forbade any one to carry bur- 
dens, or hold hunting-matches or fairs on that. day. Some have thought 
that the marriage of Driclla, and flight of many English nobles to Ire- 
land, in consequence of William the Conqueror's tyranny, where the 
ftixon protection, through her influence, was to bo found, Occasioned an 
improved knowledge of architecture in that country, 3 

The King had not only banished Godwin and his sons, but caused their 
estates to be confiscated. These were enormous,' 1 and spread over nume- 
rous counties. 

As (night have been expected, the disgrace of Iter family involved also 
thai, of Fuil.ha ; but it was necessary to have some term of accusation 
against her, which was not long wanting to her enemies. The usual pre- 
tence of infidelity to 'die Kiiiji. a common resource against a defenceless 
woman, was set up, the accuser chosen being Robert, Are! ibis Imp of Can- 
terbury. This man was a native of Noriuu.ndy and moid; of -.1 uniinges, 
who had been known to King Edward during his exile abroad, and whom 
he had invited to England. After his arrival lie was made JJishoo of 
London, and subsequently Archbishop of Canterbury.' Of this prelate 
Speed remarks, "I am fully persuaded that tho accusation with which 
Edi.ti.a was charged by lloMcri, the Archbishop, was more upon envy to 
hoi' father than truth of so foul a fact iti her wdiose virtues wore so many 
and so memorable, by report of authors that were eye-witnesses." The 
charge would be unworthy of notice but for the consequences to the 
innocent Queen, who on her death-bed, us well as at the time, protested 
that it was entirely false ; her whole course of life was sufficient to prove 
this, even if the motives of Edward had not been as transparent as they 

■ Moore, OTIallorira. ' Ibid. 

; Grose's Antiquities. ' Roger of Wimilover. 

" William of Maliiiesbury. 
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were. His vengeance against Earl Godwin, whether merited or not, 

and in this instance it, was ill-directed, — could not be complete without 
his !.! might or sharieg his ; r.nishment. 

Infamous and unjust, as this accusation of the Archbishop was, Editha 
whs treated most rigorously by the King her husband, who not only ex- 
palled her from his court, hut .snbjecled her to every possible disgrace. 
All her goods wore taken fnmi her, and, stripped of her lands, fuie'iture 
and nnmey, in which she shared the fate of the whole Godwin family 
Editha was committed a prisoner to the Monastery of Wherwell, in 
Hampshire. The sister of King Edward presided over this establish- 
ment, and (hot abbess was appointed to keep her prisoner " very tfrietly f 
one solitary female alone of all her train being permitted to atf-n.i r, u 'the 
deposed Queen. The King's Norman favourites indulged in scoffs and 
jeers at. her expense, rem arid eg, "that it was not fit that at the time 
when her family were .surtb.ring banishment, she herself shoi-Jd sleep on 
down."^ So many contradictions occur in early history, I hat, although 
some writers have recorded the severe treatment exporic'need by Editha. 
a contemporary historian affirms that on this distressing occasion the poor 
Queen was oondoeted with roya! pomp to Wherwell, and informed that 
her confinement there was only a measure of temporary precaution.' Aa 
the author of this .statement dedicated his work, which was the Life of 
King Edward, l.o Qoeen Kditha, it deserves to have some weight. The 
circumstance would show Howard's own conviction of the Queen's inno- 
cence, and how little the merited harsh treatment. There is a clear 
proof also in his abandoning himself to the rule of Archbishop Jb.ihert 
at this epoch, as he had formally resigned himself to that of Godwin, iliat 
he required the direction of .seme masrer-mind, and was ■'steered by each 
pilol according as the rodder of his destiny was turned." Under the 
influence of the Archbishop's faction, it, seemed by this s:idden stroke on 
the fortune of Editha, that Edward's intention really was never again 
to receive back his wife, and that, although till now he had preserved 
fair terms with the daughter of hi.s enemy's hated boose, he had parted 
from her at the very first moment that he could do so with safety to 
himself 2 

Editha's accusation and punishment were similar to those of Queen 
Emma, who received at the hands of her son no better treatment than 
his wife, and the same convent received both. However eraiiiied Queen 
Emma might have been to have seen the ruin of the man woo bad alter- 
nately been her bitterest enemy and her ally, she eould scarcely help 
sympathising with her innocent daughter-in-law, the victim of the enmity 
of the same Robert, Archbishop of Canterbury, who had been instru- 
mental in her own degradation, .signal as the victory she obtained over 
him had been. 

Editha bore her wrongs more meekly, and made no appeal to the fiery 
ordeal which Queen Emma had passed through; perhaps, aware of her 
father's real power, and the love borne to him "by the English, as well aa 
their hatred of the Norman favourites, she looked forward to bis return 

Quoted by Stowe, p. 96, and alluded to by Dr. Lingard. * Eapin. 
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and lier own restoration ; and these- hopes supported nor through a whe:o 
year, in spite of the natural tears which she shed during the forced 

retreat to which her husband's weakness iiiul cruelly had condemned her 
But though Godwin, taken unawares, had submitted for a time to the 
force of circumstances, it was not to be expected that so powerful a. leader, 
nod one so popular in the country, would be eonfeut to k1.ih.iii.1oii his pos- 
sessions and his sway to I lie Norman favourites of the irresolule and 
priest-governed Edward. The struggle was sooo renewed, and this time 
conducted with so much skill and vignur that, ai'l.er a series of defeats and 
lnorl.iiieations, Edward was obliged to succumb. The strong feeling of 
the nation was in favour of Earl Godwin, wdiosc disgrace was fell- to have 
taken place in consequence of his having defended the rights of the 
people- against, the oppression of the insolent, Normans, raid the King 
found himself unable to stand against the pressure. The Anglo-Danish 
yoke had, by this lime, become light to the English. Canute had been 
admired and esteemed;, but the foreign noiioui of Edward, which con- 
demned e very thin if lviglish, habits, customs, and language, had disgusted 
the people with bis court. The ill-lreatment of Editha, the daughter of 
their popular chief, rankled in their minds; so far from molesling bio:, 
titey declared for Godwin, from every part of the coast along which bis 
fleet paused to ask fur supplies, and when they found thai a powerful 
fleet from Ireland, under the conduct of one of his sons, had reinforced 
his army, the whole country rushed to his side. The Welsh, glad of an 
opportunity to revenge old feuds, joined with the strongest party, ami 
England was once more in the control of Godwin. 

Then commenced a headlong flight on the otter side; "there was 
mounting in hot ha.slc"— the Norman favourites, seized with panic, rushed 
for their lives to their ships, got on board at, any sacrifice, and left the 
King and his capital to the successful Ivu'. Edward was forced to appear 
coutenl after having stood sliflly out as long as it was pos.-dble ; and the 
end of all this confusion, bluod-hed, and devastation, was Godwin's 
entire restoration to all bis honours and possessions, the expulsion of 
Jiubert the Archbishop, and all the Normans in power, and the retui-i. 
with suilable pomp and circumstance, of the disgraced Queen Editba. 1 

All now seemed prosperous with the family of Godwin, and Editha's 
heart was relieved oi' the burthen of sorrow which had lately nearly crushed 
her. Nothing was now to he beard but reducing; and festivals, both 
courtly and religious, filled up the time of the triumphant party. It was at- 
one of these, which took place at Easter, at, Winchester, that while sitting 
at table with the King, the Queen and all the court, in the midst of con- 
viviality,- Earl Godwin was suddenly seized wdth a St of apoplexy and 
fell speechless to tlie ground. He was borne from the chamber by his 
sons Tostig and Harold, and after a few days' extreme agony, expired. 

By Norman writers, whoso enmity to his house of course induced mis- 
reprcsenlai.ioii, ami who delight io striking scones, the stiiry of Karl God- 
win's death has been differently related. According to them one of the 
rnval cupbearers, when presenting wine, happened to stumble with out 

1 Saxon Chronicle". IVcliiea of Malniesuury, &c. ' Saxon Cle'oriiole 
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foot and saved himself from fulling with the aid of the other, on which 
Godwin exclaimed: '-Tims brother helps brother." Edward, from whose 
mind no asseverations, public or private, could efface the impression of 
Godwin's guilt, Linked stonily at him and said : "Yes— and had Alfred 
lived, so might lie have helped me." Godwin, indignant at the imputed 
Bharee, replied: "I know that you still suspect me of your brother's 
murder, but, may God, who is true and just, not permit, this morsel of 
bread to enter my throat without choking me if he suffered death or 
injury from me or by my counsel." 

Having said this, the King blessed the bread, but the instant the Earl 
put it in his mouth, it choked him. 1 "Thus," adds the chronicler, "did 
Providence expose and punish the traitor and murderer." 

If such a sceue really took place, no doubt the passion of Godwin on 
finding (hat, under whatever circumstances they met, Edward persisted in 
easting Ihe same crime in his teeth, was the cause of the apoplexy which 
seized him on the instant. Such events have been frequent when "persons 
are violently excited, particularly after being heated at an entertainment 
iu times when conviviality was carried to excess. 

Godwin was so little a friend to the Ohureh, and Edward was so com. 
pletely (he too! of Church m en, i hat it natural iy follows that, (iie former 
slioeb.l suffer in tbo report of those historians who look upon Edward as 
a. saint. The death of the Earl happened at. an unfortunate juncture, and 
great was (.he lamentation throughout England for the great "Child of 
Sussex," as he was called. 2 

, if Edward had dared to do so, the family of the man he 
>uld again have suffered from his violence ; but the times were 
altered, and all be could do was now to secure himself and endeavour to 
settle the succession on those nearest him in blood. He sent, therefore, 
to the Emperor, Henry III., at Cologne, requesting that the son of 
Edmund Tronside, whom he protected, and who bad married his niece, 
might come over to him in England. After some delay, the Prince ac- 
cordingly arrived with Ids wife Agatha aod bis children "Edgar Alhelirg, 
. l la]-Lan.ta, and Chr. : .s:ina. but lie died almost directly after," si.v'deuly. in 
London. J ' J ' 

Meantime, Harold, the son of Godwin, was lighting against the usurper 
Macbeth, of famous memory, in the North, and succeeded to the Earl- 
dom of Siward of Northumberland, in whose cause he had drawn the 
' Sason Chronicle, 1053, 15th April. 

■' The famous Godwin, or Goodwin. Sands. foroierlv part of Hie Hurl's domain 
■a; the eoii^l of Kent, he hetweeu the .\ortii and Nmilh Foreland : and. n* they 
mo |:.anui,r. Willi the e.oasi for due,! [oujiues to-ether. at aboul. live lenses noil 
:i Il;i l d^tiinl fnuo it, they ;,<li! to the security „r Unit snaeious read, the l.towo.; 
'or, white trie huoi slu'lirrs siiiji^ with (lie viind fmui sonih-wost to north-west 
t;rdv. t;:e-e;aedb)ire;,'i ail the ioive of the saia, when the r.in.l is a; ea-l -eaih-eo-t. 
The u^t dane/erons wind, when bloiiiue, hard erf the Down?, is the -ouiii--.;- : -h. 
west. — Ency. Brit. 

The hinds were given to the Monastery of St, Augustine at Canterhury, and 
f'-.o .V'.lj.-t, no-loon n K to keep io repno- ihe w:Ji Hial defended them IV on the pea. 
Hie whole trad was drowned in the rear I 100, leaving Those vaads so e'en! vet 
io fatal a safeguard to the coast. 
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sword. A long series of contentions occupied bim till after tranquillity 
Wilis temporarily restored, lie set Dili for Normandy on the errand wdiioh 
threw him into the intimacy of "Duke William, so fraught with conse- 
quences to himself and England. 

Whether any change came over the spirit of Queen Editha, after the 
calatnhy of losing her father, and whether she conceived it necessary t(i 
exercise u rigour arid vigilance which apoeaicd hitherto foreign to her 
nature,' it is dtflii_i.il t. to determine ; but she bus been accused of abandon- 
ing her accustomed mildness, and acting \\ ll-h cruelty about, tins time. 
Must probably t-lm acta of w.iicli she is accused ,-liuuid rather bo attributed 
to her brothers, Tosd-i or Harold, who then swayed Northumberland. It 
appears that certain retainers of a Northumbrian chief were murdered in 
the court of Edward, and " the Queen's orders" arc cited as giving sanc- 
tion to the fact. "Even this fair rose was stained with blood," 2 says ar. 
annalist.; but it dot's tj.it- follow thai, she is guilty of more than severity, 
dictated by the representations of her brothers. The alleged treachery 
of Tsihiisi: has not been cunf'utcd, and this ac: was, doubtless, but a feature 
of the tragedy in which he performed. 

Tosti having allured some Northumbrian nobles to his owl. chamber, 
in bis palace at. York, under pretence of concluding a peace, bad caused 
them to be assassinated. Tbo-e atrocities, and the imposition of a severe 
tax, caused the Northumbrians 1.0 ami against the t.iovernmcut. Tostig 
was surprised lit i'ork, and escaped by flight: his treasures and armory 
were pillaged, and two hundred Danish and English guards, with their 
leaders, Amend ami Rave lis worth, being made prisoners, were led out of 
the city and massacred in cold blood on the north bank of the Ouse. 
Morc.ar and Edwin were placed by the insurgents at their head ; they 
were met by Harold, who, having inquired into their demands, obtained 
the King's as.-ent to them. These were to confirm the laws of Canute, 
and appoint Murc.ir Earl of Northumberland. Tosi.ie;, dissatisfied at this 
peace, repaired to Bruges, the usual asylum of his family. 3 

The establishment of chaplains in the royal household is of very ancient 
date, and even in the 'Pagan times we lind priests attendant on their regal 
patrons. Editha and her brother Ilaruld had their chaplains. VValtlier, 
afterwards Bishop of lie refold , filled this office Avi ill the Queen; he was 
appointed to that see, and an instrument issued for the temporalities of 
Hereford in (be year ll.till, having previously been consecrated at Rome, 
together with Aldred. Archbishop of V'ork, and G-isa, Bishop of Wells, 
the King's chaplain (April 4th, 1059). 

Gisa was, as well as Walther, a native of Lorraine, and is said to have 
been trealed with the utmost consideration by Queen Editha, It. apoeiirs 
that, when Harold, Earl of Wesson, was banished by i'ldward, the King 
bestowed bis possessions on the Church of Weils. Harold afterwards 
made a piratical descent in those parts, and having raised contributions 
among bis former tenants, despoiled the church of its ornaments, drove 
aw.^< the canons, invaded their pot-so^ions. and converted them to his own 

' Rapin. * Turner, Holinslied. a Holinshsd, Lingard, &c. 
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use. 1 In vain had Gisa, who, on entering info his now diocese, found 
the church -'States in a sad condition, expostulated with Lis royal patron 
on tLis outrageous usage, but the ti:i;i c generous and considerate Edit ha, 
bestowed (in Cisa (lie manors of ?dark and Mndg'ey as in part eompensa- 
tion for the injuries his bishopric had sustained through her brother's 
o.epredati, ns. Harold.' ill) being restored to favour, procured Uisn's ban- 
ishment, and still later, when on tLe tLrone, he resumed the estates of 
which lie had formerly been deprived. That William the: Conqueror 
3-oc-u 1 'ejei Gisa from exile, and with some trivial exception;;, restored to (ho 
Church of Walls all Harold's estates, was one of (he many proofs he gave 
of Lis respect for Queen Editha, that prelate's generous benefactress. 

Of the King's Chamberlain, or Thane of (he Bower, " J>ar-Thcvn," au 
incident is on record, which gives a trait of Edward's character, more 
simple than just, and more gond-r.al.ured than prudent; this officer was 
the a.ppoiuted Keeper of the King's purse, and bore the name of Hugo- 
line. "It, chanced tliai Edward was lying in bed, and, as it appears, in 
the daytime, when the ehamherlain crime in and busied himself about the 
chest which held the King's motley, either putting somewhat, in, or taking 
somewhat out; and then he (putted the room, forgetting to look the 
chest. The King saw htm, and so did the little scullion-boy, who, fully 
persuaded that the Confessor was- asleep, crept softly to the tempting 
hoard, and filling his bosom with 1.1 nj gold, he soflly stole away. The 
.King s:lw him, but -aid naught. Having safe!} (h'pviled his acipiisition, 
lie ventured a second time into lite King's chamber, made a second at- 
tempt, and was equally successful. The King saw hint, but said naught. 
A third time he approached (ho hoard, and then Edward, alarmed, not 
for the safety of the money, but for the safety of the thief, exclaimed, 
'Have a care, boy, and be (iff with what thou hast; for if Ilugoline finds 
thee out, not a penny will lie leave thee!'" 

The lord chamberlain still displays the "key," as the token of the 

In 1062, Editha assisted at the dedication of Walthara Abbey. The 

estate of Wallham, which had devolved on the crown, iiad been bestowed 
by Edward the Confessor on his brother-in-law Harold, with a consider- 
able grant of land. Harold rebuilt or enlarged the monastery, for the 
purpose of keeping a holy cross, said to have been miraculously brought 
thithor, and richly endowed it, as a college for a deati and eleven secular 
black canons. In King Edward's Charter of Confirmation, dated 10(W, 
ii. is stated that Harold having founded a monastery to the holy faith, the 
King caused it to be honourably dedicated according to the due form ami 
order of a holy church of God, " in tho remembrance," so it, is expressed, 
" of me and my wife, named Eoitba," for the founder himself, his father 
and mother, and for all related to him in coosaogaiulty, whether living 

' Collinson'e Somerset; hi re. 

* Leofgar, chaplain of Harold, preceded Widther in the sue of Hereford, and 
had fiiviveidv Iiuconis a ; ,i-Lop when lie f'.rsoiik Ins ehrisui and vo.al, liis spiritual 
weapnns, and la.d: t" his spear tuid sivurti, and so jeainjr to the field i.^amst 
Griffith, the Welsh king, v;as slain, tufieJlier w;th nianj e.f his priests. 

* Palgrave. 
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or dead; and Harold bestowed seventeen lordships on t.ns, humd^tioi., 
all whieh King Edward, to redeem hia own and his predecessor .-• .-:■■.-•, 
confirmed to ihe Abbey, tree of ;ill suit um soiviev, am ■ • ip. 

privileges, which lie signed find sealed v.n.i the imiy ■ -■■' ■ > 
together with his. Queen hUitha, and Iiti.y-F.iK of his great men. An 
immense number of rich and precious giiTsweie also ,."..-. o..u... e> ■ ■■ 
Doblo founder on the. Abbey. 1 In the Royfil Uiiiriei- fippoar ";'' !l;: . 1,11 ^ 
of Sligaud, Archbishop of Dover, and Harold, to which are added lose 
of the King and Queen. 2 ■ 

The leisure of King Edward was divided between prayer and the 
chase ; the latter always a favourite pastime with our Saxon inonarchs 
\t llvii! in Eucki-igiiamshire, was a palace to which Km- Edward 
would f [■■.'■■: .no.it; v resort that lie might have the pleasure of hunting m 

IJovnw 1 I'nrest. At that time the forest ww much infested by a wild 

boar whieh at length was fortunately slain by a huntsman of the name 
of Nbnd This person the Kino; rewarded for his service by a grant of 
some hi,.!., whioh bo was to bold" by a horn, a mode of livery common m 
those davs, and of which an instance has ulroa.lv Icon given in tins 
volume. " "On the land thus given Nigel built a largo maimr-nouse, 
called /;-■■•:>< ,.,//, or Burstall, in memory of the event through which he 
oblaiu, .1 possession." This estate lias descended in uninterrupted suc- 
cession, bv sever;*! heirs female, from .he family of fv igel to that i - Au- 
brey anil" the original horn by which if was conveyed to the former is ltl 
the possession of '"Sir John Aubrey, liar-, as well as a folio volume, com- 
posed abnut the reign of Henry the Third, containing transcripts ct 
papers re'edim: to tlio manor, with a rude dehncannn oi the site of bior- 
<aali House and its oe.uliguons iands. beneath which is '.lie figure of a man 
on one koee. indenting u boar's head on the point of a sword to the .King, 
who i- rerun, mg him a'eoat of arms. The horn is of a earl; brown colour, 
yarie<-atcd arid veined like tortoise-shell ; the cuds are tipped with silver, 
und i'i"; ted with wreaths of leather to hfi.ng round tile neck." 3 

Edward tin; Confessor built also for himself m Essex, in a well-wooded 
bcaiitv whieb from its solitude was suited to devotion, ;: goodly residence. 
.,!■ hut'u"m-seat, known by the name of Have-he- King, or Take-i.lu:- Ring, 
a .. it would be rendered in modern English ; at the lime he redded there 
—whether almas er with the Queen, is not. recorded— being, as it is said, 
troubled in bis devotions by the sound of the nightingales, he bnmb.y 
be-a-iu-ht from (iod their absence, from which time forward "the song nt 
the bTrd" was never more heard, except beyond the pales of his park, 
where <i« in other places, tbev would abundantly resort. 1 Of Havering 
this I'eend is on record :— An aged pilgrim, from Jerusalem, solicited 
alms from Kin- Edward, who, bis almoner not being present, drew ;, ring 
from bis lingered presented it to the mendicant^ 'Tin.-, rin g was after- 
'"'•"cMoriie'- Esse* ~ * Fuller's History of Waltham. 
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ward, returned 1>; lb. pilgrim to certain Englishmen, in the East tn be 
re, ored «e . K,ng Edward, »i.h thi, m.,„ g ,f lhlt h «'i, d ^' £ S. 
on whM 5™"S Bl '"'.- h : »»' « « t, bim t„ inform him „f , he da, 
art, 6th ,089° ?"'? ?""- 1 "' Sh ° uM di ° : "'» ** °"""" ! «"■ J "»' 

over Lw,, ?! •' J ° n ;°? "r"" Ki °S " ,d Pil S™ «" » *»« 
over the gat..' It , a „,d that when the King received be ram-h,', 
mes.age h, wa, .take. ill, that h, distributed hi? wealth to the p„ f, and 
prepared fomse If for the clo.e of hi, earthl, oareer. On. .„bj.et,'h„w- 

'■'"■ "an for a 1 lie time p,e„,„l „„ th„ ,„;„,] „f , h „ „„„,.,, ' ,,„ „„„_ 

1 H tl Ml - 1 , , 

»ln .»r, d " te ' m, " d """ «■» •*■«* «««»U k dedicated in .be most 
■■J""' ,o,,l mipieasvc n„nnnr, and for that purpose had omened , 
B-nnral .ceroid, of all Ul „ biJ , ,„„, > , . ' 

.,t..,,«s nf the c.remon,. It .'„ ,h. f„, Chpi « lm „ faaT.Sih". 

'' * °" , " i " 1 ' ,<"'" J «""»' I" eelebrato, memorable tn 1,1, ,n i ,„,- 

«.dmg ,g«, b, the fact of this consecration and opening of an edifice, 

h bntldmg „f . „h b,d oeorrpied hi, „tir, r.ign. I ,pl.,did f,,! 

invited " i0i ™« P" 1 *™' "> »"* " I1 the nobl., w.re 

On the vigil of Christrn,, the King was attacked by the f.v.r, which 

».r,.ho.„ „h,,'hM e \* &m °~ ""' **'' »>»««f»'™». WW* 
b.n"n.t™ S * C ™" " 0,Ual ' " ,d f'" m 'S >' l«« ™yl 

t ,,^ "' ? h8 Innocent,' wa, that which bad heon feed on for 

"" '■" l ' | 1 '" 1 '! «' = "™ church, that c.iihec which had been ,0 long and 

da, arrrved, Iidw.r.1 wa, nn.blc In ,,„i. hi. ehatnl „ r , but v,,>„l,i „n| delay 
the ceremen, on that «con,t. In the ab.en.. .f h.r bn.b.nd, it wa, thl 
Iclegatcl nihec „1 Queen Editha tn take damn m '1 ,;,,„,, 1. ,,. . ,. , 
Itennttie In, representative ;— 

all, she acted for both King and Q„,., S » . ' On .if. fan,, da, ™» grS 
I nnvct.no,, wa, hold, in the chamber of the ,h. „„.,! Kin. '„• ,'«,"„,, 

!'" ' "5 hi " M : S™' *'» "' ilonatin,,,, ll.c lhi.,1 which had been 

of hi. /he King Qn.cn, two archbishop,, ten bishop,, and man, 
ot the abbots am! nobihly, v „ T e present nn the eeca inn T| ill ' 

charter bear, the date of 1045 act ha, the efoiriture - ef tl Kb" h 
Queen, and the King', mother, ],:,„„„ „f w... ' ,,.„„;, ' *' 
before, precedes that of the Queen, ' 

Some have asserted that, pldivard rcall, was present at the solemn 
pageant of the dedication of the new abbe,, and that h, .„ eken 11° 

!"" ';""> "'■'"" " »as over, and removed' from the abbev tn hi, bed ■ 

nut ..I.e.,. maintain „ onntrary opininn, and ,aj that the fact of the 

I Ong . absmc,., ,„d the id., of danger in hi. cnnditi.n nf health, n.oe,- 

' Hearna, O.Uon. • Lingni . Da,,', W„tada,t,r. 

BecemberZa • l'wy.d.n • Dnl', W,„„.ia,„,. 
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n consequence, threw a deep <'}<wm over the thousands 
who had assembled to witness the spectacle. 

Edward lingered for a week longer iu his sufferings. His death hick 
place on tin: fit.h of January, HKi'-i, at Westminster, and I lie chamber in 
which he expired still remained in Camden's time, " close to Kir Thomas. 
Cotton's House." I'lic ffd lowing account of the deathbed of the saintly 
monarch is from Oaxton's Golden Legends : — 

11 Among the persons who surrounded the death -bed of Edward, were 
the Queen, Duke Harold, Eobert, keeper of the ptibitu, and Ntigand. 
This last cave no credence to the propbetic words uttered by Edward, 
eoiu'emiuv; t.la; approaching (listers ni' tin; eoantry, and. ascribing it. l.o 
the King's age and feebleness, ma.de it out to be a phantasy; bur. others, 
present wept, "sorrowed, and wrung their hands. Edward, perceiving Lis 
hour drew nigh, spoke to them that stood weeping about him, and in 
com fortius them, said, L Forsooth, if ye loved mo yc would pray that I 
should puss from this world !o the Father of Heaven, there lo receive the. 
joy which is promised to all true Christian men: put yc away your 
weeping, and speed forl.li my journey villi prayers and holy psalms, and 
with alms- deeds. For though mv enemy, the Fiend, may not overcome 
me in my faith, yet there is none found so perfect but he will assay, and 
tempt to lei. or l.o fear him.' When he beheld the Queen, and saw her 
weep and sigh, he said to her oftentimes, ' My daughter, weep not, for I 
shall not die, but 1 shall live, ami shall depart from the land of death, I 
believe, to see the goodness of God in the land of life.' And then he 
set his mind all on God, and gave himself wholly to the faith of the 
Church, in the hope and nromisi-s of Christ, under the sacraments of the 
Church. He commended the Queen to her brother in praising her good- 
ness and virtue unto his lords, and declared to them their mode of life. 
'For she was to him In open places as his wife, and iu secret places as 
his sister.' * And lie commanded, also, that her dowry should be made 
sure to her; and that l.hey that came with him out of Normandy should 
be put to their choice, whether they would abide still in England, and be 
endowed with livelihood after their degree, or else return again into Nor- 
mandy with a sufficient reward ; and he chose his place for his own sepul- 
ture in the Church of St. Peter, which he had newly builded. And 
nmons words of praising, he yielded up his spirit to God in the year of 
our Lord 1066." 

The last wishes of the Confessor were strictly observed, and his remains 
deposited before the high altar in the Church of St. Peter's, Westminster, 
the funeral obsequies being attended by those very nobles he had himself 
invited to the solemn dedication of that, sacred edifice: 2 the royal inter- 

' Ailred. 

1 Robert of flliiuocster, win) snys be died on (lie 4th mul w!if buried on (lift 12r.li, 
thus notices tin! oiise^uieH at E<hv;ini : — '■Willi .l-Mwiird die lisinpincss of the 
.[jiu'eh eii.ircd, liberty [levislieil. ami nil vijifiur wish inhumed. At Iiik eseouks, 
bishops mul a multitude c.i pries's and ecclesiastics, wiili dukes, carls, :md i^nv- 
evinii'S, .'i shu milled lo;;utiiei\ A crowd of mmi'su went I'milicr. and innnnicrnt'.t 
bodies nf people Hew hastily to liis funeral, il.oe psalms vesmoii.l, llicio sic.tis 
and tears burst out; everywhere joy a ml grief commixed, are carried to the 
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ment took place on Twelfth Day, as some say, the day following that of 
the dedication of the abbey. As soon as Edward's mortal remains were 
placed in the tomb, "the same Witan which had met to consecrate the 

abbey,' pine co!!,-', to elect their new king. In this crisis, Harold. Karl 
of Vvessox. the Queen's brother, took possession of the erovni, which 
King Edward is said to have, previously to his death, granted h'im. and 
he was now consecrated King, "on the 'Twelfth .Day," the day of the 
rijai funeral, pulling on his own head the insignia of his new dignity, 
[ ";. I ' illll ]-y tll : While this powerful noble maintained his authority as 
K;:ig : ]\u'ha's position as Queen Dowager was doubtless respected. 

Editha's eslales were very numerous, ami scattered about in nearly 
every county of England, so that her generous mind had many opportu". 
times of exercising private as well as public bom-licence. Even after the 
Coi;o,uesr, Queen I'/iitha appears to have possessed, in some Instances, the 
right, of transferring her property: she is mentioned in Domesday, as 
having bestowed several parcels of hud, in dower, upon one Ailsi, "who 
had married the daughter of Wluard, probably one of her attendants, 
and also as having granted eight hides of land at Elide, in Sussex, to the 
foreign abbey of Greystein. Editha was. in general a great benefactress 
to the Churcli, and especially to Sarum; a grant was made by her, after 
she became a widow, to the Church of St, Mary. The followbm extrnel 
is copied from the records in the Bodleian Collection, of that. acuf royd 
miimtieenoe : " .1, Editha, relict of King Edward, give to the support 
ol the unions of Sr, Mary's Church, In Sarum, the lands of Sreorsl.au, 
in Wiltshire, and those of Fovitianhurn. to the Monastery of Whorwoll 
for the support of the nuns serving God there, with the rights thereto 
belonging, for the soul of King Edward." 2 

It has been asserted by some, that Editha was permitted by the Nor- 
man Conoueror to retain peaceably all her possessions for life, and that 
on her decease they reverted to ibe Orown. This is not, however, a cor- 
rect, statement, as some years before the death of Editha, King William 
despoiled her of all her rich territories, and amongst the number Martock 
and Ohowton Mcndip, which were in the King's hands at the time of the 
Xormau survey. 1 When the survey was taken, the Earl of "Brittany Imd 
also seventy-eight lodes of laod in his own possession, and nineiv hides 
held under him, all of which bad belonged to the widowed Editha. 1 
Among other possessions, of which the Queen was deprived by William, 
was the Manor of Richmond, in the parish of Cambridge, which had 
formed a p.;irt of her large dowry, the whole of which was given by the 
iVormau King to Alan, Earl of Brittany and Jiichmoud. 5 'j\|ar!<.e'k, i,i 
Somersetshire, which had been taken by King William from Queen 
Editha, was given to Eustace, Earl of Boulogne, who had married Coda. 
Edward the Confessor's sister. Twiverton, in Somersetshire, Is thus 

churuh, niul 1.1ml temple of elmstity. Unit ilwellins of virtue .'the KirV. is jn, u . 
ourablj interred in the place appeiiite.il by Isinndf." 

1 Dart's Westminster Abbey. a Pliiliy.p's Account of Old Sarum. 

> Collinuon. • Lysons's Cambridge. * jfym. 
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named in Domesday Bool: : " This land Alfred held of Queen Eddid. 
Now the Bishop holds it of the King, as he says." 

The supposed generosity of William, if at all shown toward* Ivlitba, 
does not appear to have extended to hor mother Gilha, Godwin's widow, 
who, through fear of so powerful an enemy, ouitted England in 1068, an 
affliction, doubiless, deeply fell, by her daughter. Gii.iia, who was im- 
mensely rieb, and at this time much advanced in years, hiid survived the 
eieaths of hor live gallant sons, ail slain in the battle-field; she had before 
(hat boon, as it would appear, a spectator of the catastrophe which de- 
prived her husband of life; and after beholding Kdit.hu, her daughter, 
during eighteen vears a queen in dignity, hut, a melancholy and unloved 
wife, witnessed hor contented retirement to the eondil.ioa of private life. 
The ambition uf Harold, nod his subsequent defeat and death, were her 
crowning sorrows; and afer living Iwo years in continual fear of King 
WillLn.ni, Githa retired to St, Oniers, where her daughter Gnailda had 
assumed the religious veil, or to Bruges, where, it appears, that lady died 
in 1.087 ; a fact, ascertained by an epitaph discovered some years since, in 
tho church in which Candida's remains were deposited. No sooner had 
the widow of Godwin departed from England than William the Con- 
queror seized on her immense landed possessions, amounting to oil.OUO 
acres, 1 and distributed them among his Kormaii followers. 

Queen Kditha survived her husband nine years, spent principally at 
Wineiics!.er. During her residence there, she is said to have been a spec- 
tator of the procession to the Cathedral, when Walker was about, to be 
consecrated Bishop of Durham, which drew from her the remark, " Wo 
have here a noblo martyr!" So affected was she by the sight of that 
excellent prelate's appearance, with his snow-white hair, rosy countenance, 
and extraordinary stature; for her previous experience of the mutinous 
disposition of (he people over whom iie was about to preside, led her to 
fear liis fate; so literally was this reflection of the Queen fulfilled that : * 
was looked upon, by those who were acquainted with her piety, as 
miraculous prediction, for, in 1080, six years afler the death of Dditha, 
Walker was severely maltreated by the Northumbrians, and, at U — ,u 
put to death by them. a 

Kditha expired al. Winchester, as is suppose!, in the Abbey of St. 
Mary, about a week before Christmas, in the year 1074; 3 in her last mo- 
meuls, she solemnly affirmed, she had iived during the eighteen years of 



' Some few years before tfcm invasion of this country by the Xormaus, Ciucili 
wife uf Godwin. Karl of Kent, in espintiou of her lies bund's treacherous abuses 
of divers aiunastio institutiuns. leui bestowed tin; Manor of l.'rnwcoinbe, ia Soui- 
e.-i-et.slilie. on tiie cliureh of St. Swltiiin, at Winchester, in pure and pevpol u;,l 
alms- tint aioioi'U. iji.liei' deprer.atious wliiulj ccoii phice at, ihe coming in ■:>(' the 
Conrjuiuv,.. tbis manor wjis seized, and fell a suoriliec t.. private property, Kinj: 
WiJiiunt presenting it to his favourite, the Ear. of Morton. — Coll in.; on 'is Somer- 
setshire. 

1 William of Malmesbury. 

1 Nealo says 1073 was the date of this Queen's death, ami that it took p'.aoo on 
the (.Tun of t'heOulenihof .Iiomiirv. ei R ht years after that of her husband. Koger 
of Wendover says the date was 1074. 
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her union, as though no such tie had existed; 1 in consequence of which 

asseveration, Use following epitaph was com posed in Latin for this Queeu. 
u Shc sprung of an ancient house, lived godly, entered into marriage a 
chaste virgin, and into heaven a chaste spouse."* 

If William the Conqueror did cot spare Queen Editha's possessions in 
her lifetime, lie showed much honour to that Queen after death, and the 
title ot liri/ina was aligned to lier in almost every entry of her name in 
the Domesday TSook. "William took care that, the funeral obsequies of 
Eaitha should be performed in a manner befitting her royal dignity :"' hy 
bis orders the Queen's remains were removed with every royal honour 
from Winchester to Westminster, having been previously placed in a 
eofhu covered with plates of silver ami gold; on their arrival they n 
•'■ '™ ; W by the side of St. Edward the C " 



_ A splendid tomb or shrine " of delicately wrought gold and silver, and 

of admirable beauty/' was soon afterwards erected at. the: express com- 
mand of William over the remains of the royal pair. That they bad one 
common lomb appears from the charter 

.king \\ Ji.am, afler bestowing one liuudred pounds of silver to complete 
tlie building of the abbey, add.,: " From respect of the great lovewiiieh 
1 had tor the renewed King Edward himself, 1 have caused the tomb of 
him, anu his queen placed besiile him, to be marvellously overlaid with 
smith's work of artificial beauty in gold and silver." 

Not long after the offering made by King William at the tomb of St, 
Edward, miracles were said to be wrought [.here, of which the fir-t was 
when W'.ilstai:, bishop of Worcester, was required by the Conqueror to 
resign bis ~ee. The prelate answered that he had received his staff from 
M. KJwavd, and would resign it to him alone. Going to his tomb, 
Yvulstau struck it with his stall, which adhered to it; nor could it be 
separated by any prayers or hands than those of the prelate, its owner. 

Edward the Confessor was canonized by Pope Alexander the Third, 
A.D. 1161, at the solicitation of King Henry the Soeoud. who was induced 
to request this by his favourite, Thomas a Beehet; and' it was appointed 
that St. Edward's festival should be kept throughout England on the 5th 
of Jauuary, and his translation on the loth of 'October';' this last being 
to commemorate (he solemn translation of the King's body on that dayj 
about two yeas* from ihe date of his canonisation, and its "removal into" a 
higher tomb, which bad been prepared for it by'tiie English monarch's 
directions, a new shrine being also made on the oecasiou "at the request 
of locket. 1 Upon opening the coffin, which was then done with much 
solemnity at. midnight, the body of the King was found incorrupt, and 
his dress was taken off as a. precious relic, and made into three embioid- 
ered copes by Abbot Lawrence ; also the ring that had been given to St. 
John the Evaogelist was taken off and given to the abbey. The royal 
corpse was afterwards re-wrapped up and deposited in its new tomb 
October Eiili, J 103, ii, presence of King Henry the Second, St, Thomas 
* Eoo '*ef, .archbishop of Canterbury, and many bishops, abbots, and 

* Holmslieii, William of Maimer bury, Neale. " Gough. 

* Malmesbury. . u rit . 8anctEU 
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persons of distinction, wlio attest tin? incorrupt stab; in which the royal 
remains and tlio garments in which they rested were, found. ' On that 
same day a hook of St. Edward's lil'o and ]nir;ieh:s, written by Ailred, 
Abbot of liiovunlx, in Yorkshire, was dedioa'ed raid j: re -en ted to King 
Henry the. Second, and at, the same, time a bull was Issued by P'ope i.nnu- 
eont the Fourth to settle the eeve-noiiiul of l.he anniversary of the festival 
of St. Edward. 1 

When the church was rebuilt the remains of the Queen of Edward the 
Confessor were transferred from the north to the south side of St.. Ed- 
ward's shrine, and Henry the Third ordered that, a lamp should be kept 
burning perpetually over the tomb of Queen Editha "the Good." 

1 The surname i>f Count? sor was given to St. I'ldweird from the hull .if his oane-n- 
izsition issued hy Pnpo Alexander, aboiit, a ceutory alter his death. — Liiigurd. 

3 In 1247, King Henry III. received a present from flic Knights Templars in 
tin: II nl v l.an 1 j;: bested hy the I'atriareh ■ ■;' .lerusalein aval at her hi simps of that 
country! of a small portion of the biond of our Siivieiir shed at the Cnndtixinu. 
On the :n mi versa ry of Kin,': lvlwaries translation, i lor. net' 1 "th, King Henry went 
in person, on foot, in solemn procession, from St. Paul's to Westminster Abhoy, 
carrying lids gii'l in :: ei'ys'al vessoi, elevated above his head, under a oitnopy, hi; 
arms supported hy priests, attended by his nobility, who laid been suainmued on 
this occasion, with bishops, at,bo's. monks, and an innumerable multitude of per- 
sons, and nit'erod it to Coil, St. Peter, and Kdward the Confessor. T!ie ISislmii of 
Norwich oc'ebraled high mass on this occasion, am" prunmineed on all attending 
the solemnity raie hundred nod forty days' indulgence. A sumptuous feast was 
also given at the adjoining pa.lace. in 12',.'7, Kino? Ildwavil I., to show his respect 
lor his namesiike-saint, oltercd at his shrine in Westminster, (lie chair, seeptre, 
and crowo of gold of the ^coltish kings. — I.'.rit. Sana 

After the eoronatiou ul' Kir;; dames 11. the tout!) of I'd ward the Confessor re- 
ceived some damage hy an accident. The eollin, being of wood, bound with iron, 
was broken into a hole a.bout si; inches hy four, rear the right lirei.st of the 
corpse, which was examined by Mr. Taylor on St. Barnabas' s Day, JiiHS, by put- 
ling his hand ialo the ohnsin am! drawing from under the shoulder-hones a eruoili^. 
richly enamelled and gill, on it tlio ligute of Christ crucified, and an oye above 
ci -I' ii'- :i r:;v on hit-. 0:ithc reverse, a lie.ieiiioli^e itnmk, ana on caeh s : ieof him 

A P 

tl.oc Ltommt eapi-.als: — en the right limb, Z A X; on the left. A C. The 

A H 

cross was hollow, as if to enclose some relie : the on: lain pert, four inches, the 
Irnns verse three. This was attached |,i n cliain of pure goid, twenty. four inches 
I iing, the links nblong and curiously wrought, the upper j, fined hy a lnckct eomposed 
of-p'iassv knohs ef gold, and on each side were set two large red stones, supposed 
rubies. The examiner drew the head ta the halo, and found it sound ited firm, 
its were aiso the teeth and a list of gold, about an inch broad, surrounding 11. e 
temples. There were also white linen and go' I cnl'mied flowered h'.'.-, that tell 
la pieces on being bundled. These were shown to the Dean of Westminster, 
Dr. Dolhcsi, Archbishop of York, and Ilr. Sancrofl, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and at length deposited with the King, and the eollin secured with a. new one 
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EDITHA "THE FAIR." 

The fiiilicr cf K.lillin— Godiva, wife ( ,f l.oofrie— Wealth iintl power of the Earl of 
Coventry— The fanuor* legend considered -l.ec.fric's nmaitieence to the Church 
— The lines in the painted window— G-c.diva's donation ,-.]■ ,, :ima an j goldsmith's 
work to Coventry Abbey— Aljrar. the lather of Uditha the Fair flics 'to Wales— 
Marries his daughter tn tin; VYu'sh 1'i-inee, Griffith up Llewellyn — Nest his 
first wife— Her sons— Griffith i:|i Cnnuii mil his wife Am'liaraiid— Violent, con- 
tentions of the Welih and Kr-'lsb— Kestm-aliiin of Almir— Harold pursues the 
Walsh— Defeats them — Lay? sie^c to in,! burns Knddbo. Cattle — Edith-, the 
Fair taken prisoner— Death t:f Gviilith --Harold hurries his widow — Here- 
ford destroyed and re-fortified — Harold's pilars — His breach of promise to 
Adelrza — Harold becomes Kin- — The battle of Hasting — Tl.e search for the 
body — Editha the i-wa.n-nccUed — The Keclusc of Chester — Eddcva Dives — 
Her possessions seized by the Conojueror — Stortihrd in llertfoi-dsnire — The 
tomb discovered. 

Editha tbe Fair was the daughter of Algar, the third Earl of Ches- 
ter and Coventry, smd gnitid-dNn^tor of Leofric rlic Third, husband of 
Godiva, so famous in h-jdir.ior.nl story. The title of Karl of .Vanviol; 
and Earl of Leicester were more than once borne by the noble represen- 
tatives of this family, but tlicy arc more commonly spoken of as" Kant 
of Merck. 

Godiva, tbe grandmother of Editha, appears to have been sister of 
(lit! fii-rtl Queen of K-tbelreii tbe Unready ; both wore dan-liter* of Earl 
Thorold, Sheriff of Lincolnshire, the founder of Spalding Abbey. Leo- 
frie was a warlike and powerful thief, who, in 1057. led an jiniiv in de- 
feneo of Ethelred against tbe Danish King, Sweyn. 1 

The great wealth and power of Leofrie, and tiie liberality of both him- 
tall' and his wife Godiva to the Church, secured them the good repute 
of the monkish chroniclers. Perhaps the logon, jary- taie of Go-diva's 
ride through the silent streets of Coventry is not altogether a poet's fic- 
tion : the manners of the time were still rude and coarse, and a penance 
of any sort for the good of the Church was considered a worthy act. 
That T.oofric granted many advantages to the city of Coventry, "to his 
benevolent contort' d prayers, is very probable; and in memory' of the 

' Some years ago the seal of the Earl of Mercia. Alfrie or Leofrie. wn* dis- 
covered hi disrgin<j a luuili rem- Winchester, and was found In bear tao fd'uvho- 
irseiiptiotL- — •■+Rii ! illom Alfi-lc Ah" The lip Lire sxliil.il. ,1 ,,,. the s.~," hob!-, 
'he sv.-nrd with whhili the ni.- w.-rs -.n.-daded in iheir :,::k .dimity. The head 
,.f Alfrio is also oath-dee with a diaiicni similar to thai borne In- Kins ii-hclrcd 
mi his coins, — a proof of hi.- hi c h distnitv. This nd.le wa> an,"!,<> -h?. lust o, 
itsst'iii tu the triai.ite called ihe Danagelt. 

(482) 
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delivery <if ihf: citizens from oppressive enactments, the ' fogies of J.oofrie 
and Godiva were long to bo seen in a window in the old church of Tri- 
nity, al. Coventry, in which the Earl holds in his hand a charter, inscribed 
with lines which might, have given rise to the legend — 
"I, Leuvici, for love of tliee 
Due make Coventry toll free." 
Godiva, on her own account, was a great benefactress to the city, and be- 
stowed much wealth on the monastery there, which had been founded by 
Eeofric ami God win joinl.lv. She showered on the monks jewels and 
ornaments. " having sent for skilful goldsmiths, who, wil.li all the gold 
and silver she had. made crosses, images of saints, and other decorations.' 
The value of the jewels bestowed on Coventry Abbey are said to be 
inestimable ; and on her death-bed the Countess bequeathed a precious 
circle.; of fries, which she wore round her neck, valued at one hur..h-cd 
marks of silver (about '2000;. of our money), to the image ot^ the Vir- 
gin in Coventry Abbey, praying that all who come thither would say as 
many prayers as there were gems in it ! ' _ , 

Leofric died in 1007, and was succeeded m the iurdoni of Mereia 
bv his sou A! ear, wires*! fauii.y consisted of two sons, l'.dw;u and Mor- 
C av— names which occur frequently in the history of the continued 
struggles of the times— and of two daughters, Editha, sometimes called 
Edgifa, and Lucia. 

The' vear after his accession lo the paternal inheritance, Algar was 
outlawed hv King Edward, the Confessor, but soon afterwards lie re- 
covered hi., "earldom by the help of Griffith up Llewelyn, King of \i ales. 
and the Northmen. To returu this well-timed favour, the hand ot 
Editha. the beautiful daoghter of Algar, was afterwards bestowed by the 
Earl on the Welsh king. 

Bamilf, or Xest, as she is more frequently called, was the tn>t Oj.w.uu 
of Griffith ap iJewelvo, and had borne to him three ehiidren, .Meredith, 
ll.hel, and Agues. She was daughter of Alfred King of Man, and 
the Isles, and after the dealh of her first husband, a Knig oi Ulster, had 
married Conan, Ling of North Wales, son of Jago ap F.dvval. Her soil 
by these second nuptials is known in history as Giimtti ap Conan. and 
was bom and educated at Dublin. This prince was a remarkable person 
in his times, ami has been thus quaintly described :—'■ Griffith in his 
person was of moderate sut.ure. having yellow hair, a round face, and a 
fair and agreeable complexion, eyes rather large, light eyebrows, a comely 
beard, a round neck, white skin, strong limbs, iong lingers, straight legs, 
and handsome feet. He was, moreover, skilful in I 1 

courteous and civil to his friends, fierce to his enemies, and roM.iur.o m 
battle; of a passionate temper, and fertile imagination." To him the 
Welsh people were indebted for a. reform in their minstrels and naiiooai 
music. The mother and grandmother of Oriffii.li being natives of Ire- 
land, "the land of harps and harmony," they derived from them some 
,,f the best tunes, better performers., and a higher order of instruments. 
This King also built castles and churches, planted trees, orchard., and 
1 Saion Chronicle, Fl, Wigom, E. Weiidover. 
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gardens, mill euhivaied tl if soil, Maintaining peace with bis neighbours:, 
he appointed his sons guardians of (lie frontiers, and the por.ty prince 
repaired to bis court for protection.' 

The Welsh monk, to whom we are indebted for the Life of Griffith ap 

Conun, thus ('i^mbos his Queen Aiiiihanind, whoso name is even at the 
present day held in honour in Wales":—" She was an accomplished per- 
son. Her hair was long and of a flaxen colour, her eyes large and roll- 
ing, anil her features brilliaid. ami beautiful. She was tall and well- 
proportioned, Iior leg and foot handsome, In:]- fingers lung, and her nails 
thin and transparent. She was good-tempered, cheerful, discreet, and 
witty; gave advice, as well as alms, to her needy dependents, and never 
transgressed (he laws of duty." 2 

Overtaken by blindness iu his old age, Griffith devoted himself to reli- 
gion. Perceiving lie was approaching the hour of dissolution, he sent 
for his sons, and gave his last directions, his Queen Anghaniud being 
present. After a \ariety of bequests to the place of his birth and the 
churches he desired to advance, with those religious men who officiated 
iu them, be bestowed his blessing on his sons, 3 forelelliug the various 
fortunes of each, and the charneler he should support, enjoining them 
lo combat their enemies with resolution and constancy, as he had him- 
self done to show them an example. To Angharaud he bequeathed one- 
half of his personal estates, with two portions in land, and the customs 
at Aber-menai. To his daughters and nephews, who were also present, 
he appointed a sufficient legacy lor their maintenance. 1 At the time 
when G-rtrhih ap Umian died, ,\, P. IJ'Sii, he had attained his eighty-second 
year: he was inferred 0:1 the left, side of (.he great altar at liangor. 5 

At the period of Editha's marriage with the step-fa;her of this Griffith 
he was very young; he was about fourteen when she was married to 
Harold, and wil.li his half- brothers and sisters lived in state at the castle 
of Griffith ap Llewelyn, at Rhuddlan. 

' Yorke^ Royal Tribes of Wales- ; Sebright HHK. Life of t.Villitli au Conan. 

' Angharaud' s father was Owen an hdwyu, Lord of ihigliifield : her great- 
;-. 1 .hum:! r :,..::■ j.irouo was founder of the tribe whieli In. re los naruo. Tin; tribe 
which derived Us ediriu from (jrifhth u]j Couun was ranked the first of the fii:t 
rr.iial irilias of Wide*. Tlie fifteen common tribes wore all of .North IV ah'*, and 
their respective representatives, i'ormine' ilie nobdily, were lords of distinct 

di-trht-. .iml always bore some heredi y office in the palace; it. heirs" one i>f 

the laws 07 King; llowel Dha that the Court of Wales should possess uveoty-four 
great officers. 

J Augiiaraud find a numerous fuin.'lv. Three sons bore the name* 11 f (liven, 
Cldwa'.iador, mill Cadwallo ; and tivo daughters, of whom one was married to 
c'iriffitli ill' lib .vs. Kir.g of South Wa'es, one of ttio ancestors of Owen Tudor. This 
hi-rh-spirited priuce*s, who was culled " (hvonlian," 11 term equivalent, to " white 
linen," hen.-liiie- no army in her husband's favour, was r.nkoii prisoner in the buttle 
and put to dohh. Her sister Susanna in are is I Miiilea; ap Mnrcdiuld : 11 ad .VI a- 

ryeii, the oil-Vprinj: of their eei.m, e.--[ ~- ■ ■ ■ i .!. nvei 1(1 Prwyniiurn, by whom she 

hud Llewelyn the tiroat. — Yorhe's iiuynl Ti-ibos of Wales. 

* Rhys, brother of Griffith, hn-viuj; been tal;oo prisoner by the BnjiUsli in IO00, 
was. by Edward',-; orders, put to tiea.th at J!:; Ian done, and his head sent to the 
Kmg, then holding Ids court ai Gloucester. 

s ITorle's Royal Tribes of Wales. 
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When Algar sought assistance from Griffith ap Llewelyn, the com- 
mander sent' by Km:: Edward against, their united forces was Harold, 
who, destined tift.fr wards to become the husband of the young bride of 
the Welsh king, was to the end of his career bis most mortal foe. lie 
pursued the Welsh into their mouutalu fastnesses, inured bis soldiers to 
similar hardships as that hardy people, and spared no pains to conquer 
so resolute and so dangerous a fit: to the English. 

Throughout Griffith's life, even idtcr Algar had recovered bis earldom 
by the tamo actpdesecnoe of King Edward, that prince never ceased at- 
tacking and annoying tlie country, out of wdiich every precaiitiou w;i; 
taken in vain to keep him. Ruthless and savage, and glad of any ex- 
cuse to contend against. England, Griflilh was still fighting for Algar 
when they laid waste together the English borders, anil uppmaohirig 
within two miles of Hereford, encountered liamilf, Earl of Hereford, 
whom, with ids forces, they put to flight. Having entered the eir.y, they 
buret the minster, and slew seven of the canons in their afletnpt to defend 
it, levelled tire walls, and fired the city. Many noble persons were put 
to deatli by the combined armies, and others carried off captive, the con- 
querors returning into Wales laden with (heir spoils. Harold's orders at 
this time were to assemble all the forces of the kingdom a.t, Gloucester. 
At the head of the army the son of G :idwin advanced as far as Hnowdon ; 
but hearing that Griflilh and Algar had retreated into North Wales, he 
rot nmed to Hereford, leaving a earl, of ids army l.o keep the country in 
awe. He took this opportunity to rebuild the walls of Hereford and for- 
tify the city. Meantime be negotiated a- peace with Giillilh, which has 
been esteemed dishonourable to that, prince. It stipulated that Algar 
should be freely pardoned, without, making any compensation for the 
damages done or expenses caused by the war. On this the Earl returned 
to Chester, and afterwards repaired to the court of Edward, from whom 
he obtained a confirmation of his pardon and dignity, A. D. 1058. 

Griffith, husband of Editha, afterwards opcuiy violated the peace he 
had made with the King, by an iuroad into Herefordshire, when the 
Bishop .if Hereford was slain at Giastonhury, as well as the viscompte 
or sheriff of the county, and many other persons. Again, however, 
peace was restored by the mediation of Harold and the Earl of Merein. 

In lOG^i, Algar, who had again forfeited, once more recovered his 
earldom. 

The patience of the Confessor having been at. length exhausted by these 
repeated incursions, lie determined to utterly subdue the rebellious Welsh ; 
and once more employed the sou of Godwin as his general. At the bead 
of a large army, Harold arrived in North Wales, having taken bis mea- 
sures with such expedition and good order, as nearly to surprise Griffith 
in his palace at Khuddlan. Scarcely had the Welsh king effected his 
escape, with a few attendants, to one of his own ships, which set sail 
instantly and plaeed him beyond the reach of his enemies, when Harold and 
the English appeared before his castle gates; and such was the mertilica'don 
of Handd at iiis eseape, that he burnt, the royal residence, and set fire to 
every ship and vessel left in the harbour. If Editha, at this disastrous 
epoch, was the companion of Griffith's flight, she must soon after have 
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fallen iuto the Lands nf Harold. That chieftain returned to Bristol, where 
he fitted out a new fleet, and sailed round the Welsh const. His brothor 
Tostig, meanwhile, had marched into North Wales, where Harold landed, 
and they joined tlieii' (Wees for J.Fio linal destruction of the unfortunate- 
Welsh. These were driven out of their hist retreats, and foreed to sue 
for peace. Without their King, having no means of defence, and desti- 
tute of provisions, they could hold out no longer: they renounced t.heir 
oath of allegiance to Griffith, and gave hostages to Harold for the secure 
payment of their ancient tribote. The triumphant ITarold commemo- 
rated this occasion by creeling several stone pillars, each of which bore 
the pompous inscription, " Hie suit victoti HAROtDtJS !" ' 

A.D. 1064. Griffith returned, the summer afterwards, to North 
Wales, where he landed, and endeavoured to raise a violent opposition to 
Ilarold. who was then in South Wales, part of which he had subdued. 
Some disailbct.ion, however, had sprung up among the people, who, though 
fear had influenced them when they renounced their fealty in favour of 
the English, did no! now welcome their King as he expected. Far from 
rallying under his standard, they listened to" the instigations of Harold, 
and put their brave monarch to death, whose head, with the prow of the 
vessel in which he had returned, they sent to the son of Godwin. 2 " The 
idol of his people and terror of his enemies/' as Griffith has been termed, 
fell thus iguominiously at the close of a thirty-four years' reign. He was 
renowned for his skill in government, ability in war, and those amiable 
manners which had commanded ihe aflcetmn of all who knew him. 

After Griffith's death, Harold married Editha the Fair; their nuptials 
tool; place a. D. 1065, 3 and on the chief quitting Wales. Fditha aecom- 
panicd him as his wife. 

Harold had been married before, hut the name of his first wife is un- 
known. On her death, he had contracted to marry Adeliza, one of the 
daughters of William the Conqueror, who had aimed thus to unite his 
family r.o one whom Edward, who was childless, designed as his successor. 
Harold, when he married Edit.ha., aod broke through his promise to Wil- 
liam, did it in the hope of strengthening his interest at home; for hy 
this match he bound the two powerful "Eurls, Edwin and Morea.r, the 
brothers of Edit.ha, and with them the English, their adherents, to 
espouse his cause, and from this time the son of Godwin openly aspired 
to the succession. Tost.ig, Harold's brother, had been so tyrannical in 
his rule over the Northumbrians, that they rebelled, and he was forced to 
fly. Edwin and Morcar had taken part in the insurrection, and the for- 
mer bad been elected in the place of Toatig. liefore the engagement, 
^lorcar, knowing the generous temper of Harold, endeavoured "to .justify 
his own conduct, represem log how unworthily 'I'osii^ had acted, and even 
urging r.iiar, such conduct could not, be supported even by a brother, with- 
out snaring in toe infamy attached to it; that the Northumbrians were 
w.'ling to submit to Edward, but only under a leader who would respect 
tloer rights; "that they had been taught hy their ancestors, that death 

' "William of Jumitgiw gives an account of Harold's victory in Wales. 

* Yorke's Royal Tribes of Wales, Warrington. • Orderioui Yi talis. 
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was pn iera.ble to servitude, and had faked the field determined to perish 
rather than suffer a renewal of these indignities I e which they had so long 
been exposed; and they trusted that Harold, on reflection, would not 
defend in a brother that violent conduct from which he himself, in his 
own government, had always kept ut =o great, a distance." This vigorous 
remonstrance wes accompanied wji.ii such a detail of facts, and so well 
supported, that Harold found it, prudent to abandon his brother's cause; 
and returning to Edward, he persuaded him to pardon the Northum- 
brians, and to confirm Morear in the government.. 1 This mod oration 
gained the affections of the people. 

On the death of Algar, in HKio, Edwin succeeded, through Harold's 
interest, to the earldom, and thus the two brothers had considerable 
authority in the country. 

Edward the Confessor, soon after dying. Harold, wi-liout any formality, 
snar.ehed the crown of the realm, which he is said, like his predoec-sor, 
Harold Hare foot, to have put on ids head with his own hands, at Lam- 
beth: he was afterwards crowned at St. Paul's. The ceremony- of 
Harold's coronation is one of the subjects represented on the .Ici.ynx 
tapestry. In this celebrated specimen of female art, one man offers him 
the crown, another a battle-use. Harold appears on his throne, wit.h the 
globe and cross in his left hand, and a sceptre in his right. On his right 
band slanii two men who are presenting to him a, sword, and ^iigiuid, 
the Archbishop, is standing on his left. The inscriptions are : " Here 
they gave the crown to King Harold: here sits Harold, King of the 
English. Brigand Archbishop.' There is no mention made of Ediiha, 
but most likely she shared in the coronation honours. Harold, on some 
of iiis coins, is represented with a diadem of pearls which he hears on a 
helmet. Although Mdilha is not styled " Ji'yiaa" in .Domesday I >iif:.k, 
her regal rani; is proved not only by her immense possessions, but by 
her having a chaplain, and by her also having for a tenant"a man of 
noble birth." 3 

Edit.ha must, have been more than ordinarily remarkable for personal 
beauty. She ia always termed " the most bc-uut.ifi.il Editha. :" 4 the 
ihinic-diiy J>oek culls her Eddeva " Eulchra," and hlddeva "Faera:" 
even the Normans attest, her remarkable beauty. Throughout the 
Homesday purvey, Harold is never mentioned aa king; his wife, there- 
fore, would not be likely to be designated as a queen. Another reason 
for t.ais omission is obvious. Harold bad been contracted to too daugh- 
ter of William, and had broken his faith. The Conqueror could not 
forgire tin) insult, and would not. acknowledge Harold or iiis wife to be 
legitimate heir* of the throne. Some writers say that William bitterly 
reproached Harold l.'or his perfidy; others state that, (.he young Princess 

1 Turner, Hume. * History of Lambeth Palace, Turner, SiilJeti. 

* Sir IJevu'y KUis, who says Irn'y, ilm! tli«re w;is so sliurt a. time ■■between 
the luitife iit" Hastings am! the Cimijuerov's liistriimtiuii of iVirl'iiite'l heals, tliat 
we criiimrt wniulev to rout every mention uf a wife of Harold omitted in the 
Ijomesilay returns." 

1 Juuiiegc. Ka.iou Chronicle, 
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of Normandy waa dead at the time when Harold espoused Edltha the 

Under whatever circumstances Editha had become Queen of Harold, 
whether with or without her consent, after the death of her turbulent 
husband Ciriiafli, to whom she wasutmed by her father's policy, and who 
was much older than herself, she did not enjoy the re<;n.l honours of the 
English sway for more than a few months. Harold foil at Hustings 
within a year after his becoming king, mid of all his plow and his valour 
. nothing remained but. ;j. manned corpse, sennit for on the bm.tle-iiyld by 
two monks, who, unable to identify it, besought the aid of Edi'ha thy 
l<'iiir, or the Hwrm-neeked,— a personage about wh.im historians differ so 
widely, that it is impossible to prouounoe positively whether shy was the 
beautiful Queen herself, or a favourite of Throid's, whose beauty had 
gained iier the same title as distinguished thy consort of the monarch. 

The mother of Harold is .-aid to have offered its weight in geld for her 
son's body, and every possible effort was made to discover it aluongst the 
slain. If it had really been found, the legend could scarcely have 
exisled of the unfortunate King having been borne by secret friends from 
tbe Hold, bis wounds healed by their care, and becoming aflerwards a 
solitary hermit in a cave on the banks of the Hee, near tbe Abbey of St. 
John's at Chester, disclosing at length, on his death-bed, the fact of bis 
identity. »p:oily uncertain must bo the story of Kditha tbe Swan- 
necked finding his body. 

Q u( i Editha the Fair was at all events in London after the fatal 

brittle, whither her brothers marched in great basis, to persuade the Lon- 
doners to advance them to the kingdom. .Dreading the treatment then 
sister ought receive from tfie hands of the Norman Compieror. tiiese Earls 
sent her from London to Chester.' which was smart of their own territories. 
Some say she was sent to West- Chester or Wind) ester. Sue resigned 
her rcgi.U-anlt from that time, rind passed the rest of her life in obscurity. 
This prudent conduct did not, however, disarm ibe vengeance of "Wil iai'ri, 
" Eddeva Pulchra" was also known as « Eddeva Hives," from the 
great amount of her property; and the broad lands of tbe widowed 
Queen were seized by the successful Norman. These amounted to 27,600 
acres. 2 Her fee in Cambridgeshire ulnuo 3 was considered of sufficient; 
vame to form purl; of the noble reward bestowed by William upon Alan, 
first Earl of .Richmond; and thus deprived of her rich inheritance and 
possessions, the widow of Griffith and Harold was compelled to seek the 
cloister as an asylum for her closing existence, not only as a place of 
safely, but a menus of securing even a subsistence. A talented authoress 
of our own times/ in writing of Queen Euiiha, states that " the convent 
to which she retired, the dale of her death, her [dace of burial, are alike 
unknown; and tbe record of her broad lands, and the fame of her beauty, 

- Eolinahed, Domesday Book. ' Holinshed, Florence of Worcester. 

' Ameii" these cvtutes bis the house aeil lands luiown ];v t!i« name rif IiiiroM's 
1'iivk. !hi.™l,i received i'rnm los property in the manor ul'VYaltham Hi:,!., in ihe 
time of Kjrijr Euivan.l tiic (.'i;nicss.,r, — Ogburne. 

' Miss Lawrcnce- 
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are all that now remain to us of Kdithsi the Fair." One single line, 

however, preserved in Leland, inlbrins us that the widow of Haroid, afler 
having lived through the greater part of the reign of William the Con- 
queror, deprived of regal dignity, stripped of hinds and estates, the sur- 
vivor of her parents, nf two husbands and brothers, and of her name- 
sake, blditba the Good, the widow of Kdward closed a life of vicissitude 
and trial, in piety and peace, and was buried and worshipped as a saint, 
at Stortfovil, in II ertfoni shire. 1 About twelve years sign, some workmen 
uf tliat town, being employed in mailing propii.r:i!.ion3 for an interment 
near the font of the church, came upon an ancient, vault, exaotly under- 
neath it, constructed ff rubble, and supp.isi-d to be as old as the Sav>n 
times. This vault is considered the repository of the last remains of 
Kditha the Pair, wife of the Saxon King Harold. 

a Stortel'ord." (St. Algitha was ljucied at Sunt. 
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